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BAO CHI QUOC NGU LATINH VOI SU HINH THANH VA PHAT TRIEN CUA
TIEU THUYET NAM BQ CUOI THE KY XIX PAU THE KY XX

Vo Van Nhon
Truong PHKHXH&NV — DPHQG-HCM

TOM TAT : Vin hoc Viét Nam hién dai da khoi ddu tir bdo chi quoc ngir latinh.
Bdo chi la ba do mat tay cho van hoc quoc ngir va da gop phan hinh thanh nén doi song
van hoc hién dai. Co thé ké dén sw déng gop rat Ion cia Trwong Vinh Ky véi nhitng to
bdo quoc ngir dau tién nhw Gia Pinh bdo, Théng loai khéa trinh. Pdc biét la tir dau thé ky
XX, véi cdc to bao nhw Nong c6 min dam, Luc tinh tan van, Nam Ky dia phdn, Cong ludn
bao, Phu nir tan van... , mot doi ngii cac nha Viét tiéu thuyét dd xudt hién. Nhiéu nha vin
néi tiéng ciia Nam B nhw Tran Chanh Chiéu, Hé Biéu Chdnh, Lé Hoang Muu, Phii Pirc,
Biru Pinh ... trede khi la nha tiéu thuyét da la cdc nha bdo. Hau hét cdc tae pham cia ho
truede khi xudt ban thanh sach da dwoc in nhiéu ky trén bdo chi. Cdc to bdo quéc ngiv la
méi truong tot nhat cho cdc nha van rén luyén ngoi but cua minh, la noi kich thich su
sang tao cua ho, giup ho nhanh nhay nam bdt thi hiéu cia céng chung doc gia. Bao chi
ciing gop phan dinh hinh quan niém vé thé loai, da dang héa cdc thé tai cia tiéu thuyét
ddu thé ky XX.

Nhung bdo chi ciing anh hwéng khéng nhé dén nghé thudt viét tiéu thuyét cia cdc
nha vin Nam Bé. Do chiéu theo thi hiéu ciia cong ching, do phdi chay theo toc d xudt
ban nén tiéu thuyét trén cdc bdo con nhiéu han ché trong viéc lya chon dé tai, trong két
cdu, trong ngon ngit nghé thudt...

Su dong gop cua bao chi Qubc
ngir dau thé ky 20 cho nén vin hoc
Viét Nam hién dai la hét stc to 16n.
Cung véi chit Qudc ngit duoc dung

Thiéu Son trong bai dién thuyét
Bdo gi6i va van hoc quoc ngit nam 1933
tai Ho1 Nam Ky Khuyén hoc Sai Gon da
théy su quan hé dac biét ctia van hoc va

thay thé chit Han va chit Nom & Nam
Ky truée Trung Ky va Bic Ky, bao chi
chir Qudc ngir ra doi & Nam Ky da tao
diéu kién cho Nam Ky di trudc mot
budc trong sy hinh thanh va phat trién
tiéu thuyét van xudi Qudc ngir. Nhiéu
nha nghién ctru di khang dinh diéu
nay, tr Vii Ngoc Phan nhiing nam 40
cta thé ky 20 véi Nha vén hién dai cho
dén cac tic gia cua Dia chi vin héa
thanh phé Ho Chi Minh trong thoi ky
ddi moi, tr sach bdo ctia mién Nam
cho dén cac gido trinh dai hoc & mién
Bic, tir trong nudc cho dén ngoai nudce
nhu Maurice M. Durand va Nguyén
Tran Huan trong Introduction a la
littérature vietnamienne.

bdo chi & Viét Nam: “O cdc nudc vin
minh tién tién thi vin hoc déu cé trudc
bao chi, ma & nuoc ta thi chinh lai nho
bao chi xay dung nén vin hoc”".

Pham Thé Ngii trong Viét Nam
van hoc sw gian woc tan bién da coi “vai
tro tién phong cua bao chi” nhu la mot
trong “may yéu tinh” ctia van hoc giai
doan 1907 — 1932. Thanh Lang trong
Bang luoc do van hoc Viét Nam cling dac
biét nhidn manh t6i tAm quan trong cua
bdo chi khi néi dén “vin hoc thé hé
1913” va danh hin mot chuong cho

! Thiéu Son, Phé binh va cdo lugn, Nam Ky xuét
ban, Ha Noi, 1933, tr. 115.
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Nguyén Vin Vinh va Pham Quynh véi
hai to0 Pong Duwong tap chi va Nam
Phong tap chi, hai nha van — nha bao
va hai to bao theo ong la tiéu biéu
duong thoi. Bui DPuc Tinh trong
Nhitng bude dau cia bdo chi, tiéu
thuyét va tho méi, Bang Giang trong
Van hoc Quoc ngit & Nam Ky 1865 —
1930 cling cho bao chi 1a mot “bd mon
tién phong cua nén van hoc méi” dong
thoi 1a “moi truong ndy sinh va phat
trién cua tat ca cac bo mon khac”. Cac
tac gia cua DPja chi van héa thanh phd
Hé Chi Minh khang dinh “bao & Sai
Gon that sy c6 dong gop vao sy phat
trién cua van hoc™. O mién Bic, vai
trd cua bao chi ddi voi sy hinh thanh
ciia nén vian hoc mdi ciing thuong
xuyén duogc nhic t6i va nhdn manh
trong cac giao trinh lich st van hoc
nhu Van hoc Viét Nam 1900 — 1930
ctia Tran Pinh Hugu, Lé Chi Diing;
Lich sw van hoc Viet Nam (Thoi ky 11:
Giai doan II: Pau thé ky XX — 1930)
ctia Lé Tri Vién, Nguyén Dinh Chu.

T bao Qudc ngit dau tién la
Gia Dinh bdo. Lic du chi 1a mot to
bao cong vu, nhung tor khi Truong
Vinh Ky nhén chtc téng tai thi bao da
c6 nhiing dong goép quan trong trong
viéc ¢6 dong st dung chit Qudc ngir
thay cho chit Han, chit Nom, khuyén
khich ting 16p tri thirc duong thoi tap
viét bdo, viét van bang chir Qubc ngt,
it nhiéu no da dong vai tro thuc day su
chuyen tiép ciia mot nén van chwong
c0 sang van chuong hién dai.

Thong logi khoa trinh, do
Truong Vinh Ky chu truong, to bao tu
nhén dau tién, tap chi van hoc dau tién
cua nuodc ta, noi ghi lai nhitng cuc
nhuc cudi doi cuia Truong Vinh Ky
ciing rat dang chii y. Mang vin chuong
trén Thong logi khoa trinh da day cho
doc gia (d6i twong cua Théng loai

? Nhiéu tac gia, Dia chi van héa thanh phé Ho
Chi Minh, Qélp II: Van hoc — Bao chi — Gido duc,
Nxb TP. Hd Chi Minh, 1998, tr.334.

khoa trinh 1a hoc sinh nhu ton chi ghi
trén trang bia) bi€t chit nghia van chuong
va tap viét van chuong.

Trong cac to bao Quéc ngit dau
tién, Nong co min dam 1a cai n6i cua tiéu
thuyet Nam B0. Muc dich ctua bao, nhu
cha nhan cua n6 1a Canavaggio néi la dé
“luan viéc ndng cd, trude 1a dé cho thong
tinh cing nhau, sau 13 dé cho anh em ai
c6 diéu chi loi ich vé viéc nong cb thi xin
t6 cing bon quan in ra cho ké dong chi
xem choi. Hodc 1a ¢6 nghi ding diéu chi
ich lgi thi lam ma chung nh¢ cung nhau”,
“chang phai 13 c¢6 ¥ tién méi vin chuong
hay la stc phi van qua ma khoe tai™.
Nhung ngay tur s6 dau tién, ngudi doc da
thdy xudt hién Tam quéc chi tuc dich,
dich gid chinh 1a Canavaggio, chi nhan
ciia bao. Pay l1a ban dich dau tién cua
Tam quéc chi & nudc ta, ma lai do mot
nguoi nude ngoai thuc hién!

Néng c6 min dam cling chinh 13 to
bao t6 chuc cudc thi viét tiéu thuyét dau
tién ¢ nude ta khi “ong Phu Minh Tan”
Gilbert Tran Chanh Chiéu vé lam chu
bat. Cudc thi m¢ ra tr thang 10 nam
1906, mang tén 1a Quéc dm thi cudc voi
gidi thich nhu sau: “Ngwoi Langsa goi
Roman nghia la ldy tri riéng minh ma dét
ra mot truyén tuy theo nhon vat, phong
tuc trong xu, dwong nhw truyén co thiét

dy”?. Cudc thi khong dat dugc két qua
nhu y khi chi c6 tac gia Nguyén Khanh
Nhuong du thi voi tac pham Liwrong Hoa
truyén, nhung cudc thi da la tién dé cho
su phat trién manh mé& cua thé loai non
tré nay chi trong vai nam sau.

Néng c¢6 min dam theo Bang
Giang, 1a to bao dau tién dang mot bo
tiéu thuyét day dan, dung nghia cua no
(Ha Huong phong nguyét cua Lé Hoang
Muu); 1a noi xuat hién nhiing tiéu thuyét
dau tién cia vin xudi Nam Bo: Ha
Huwong phong nguyét (1912), Ai lam

3 Canavaggio, Pdp tir, Nong c¢6 min dam s6 7,
12.9.1901. )
* Néng c6 min dam s6 262, 23.10.1905.
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duwoc (1919) cua HO6 Biéu Chanh,
Nghia_ hiép ky duyén (1920) cua
Nguyen Chanh St... Chinh nho Nong
c6 min dam ma Lé Hoang Muu va
Nguyén Chanh Sit da tr¢ thanh nhiing
nha van danh tiéng cua Nam Bo. Pham
Minh Kién, ciy but viét tiéu thuyét
lich str khoe nhat cia Nam B9, tac gia
ctia hang loat tiéu thuyét nhu Viét Nam
Ly trung hung, Viét Nam anh kiét, Lé
triéu Ly thi, Tién Lé vin mat, Tran
Hung Dago... cling tor Nong cé min dam
ma truong thanh.

Véi 23 nam ton tai, Nong cé
min dam khong chi duoc biét toi nhu
mot t& bao kinh t€ dau tién cua dét
nuéc ma con 13 manh dat wvom mam
cho thé loai tiéu thuyét non tré ciia vin
hoc hién dai.

Luc Tinh tan van cling 1a to bao
¢ uy tin vao bac nhat & Nam ky vao
thoi ky d6. Nhiéu cdy but cua x{r Bic,
Trung da timg vao Sai Gon hoc nghé
lam bao ¢ to nay, tu Nguyen Vian
Vinh, Phan Khoi dén Trin Huy Liéu,
Tan Pa... Ngay Pong Dwong tap chi
khi méi ra doi phai ghi trén mang-xét
ciia minh 13 “An pham dic biét cua
Luc Tinh tén véin cho xir Bac va Trung
ky”. Tir khi Lé Hoang Muu vé 1am cha
bat ndm 1921, mang van chuong trén
Luc Tinh tén van moi bat dau khai sic
v6i hang loat tac pham cua chinh ong
nhu Oan kia theo madi hay Ba muoi
dém Ho Canh Tién tu thudt, D6 Triéu
ky duyén, Hoan hi ky oan, Bém rét ciia
nguoi toi tu hinh. ..

Ra do1 sau Luc Tinh tan van,
nhung Cong lugn bao (chao doi ndm
1916) da dong gop cho tiéu thuyét
Nam B0 rat nhidu tic phdm clia nhimng
tén tudi nhu Bién Ngii Nhy, Lé Hoang
Muu, HO Biéu Chénh, Phu Dirc,
Duong Minh Dat, Nam Dinh Nguyen
Thé Phuong, Nguyén Y Buu, Tran
Quang Nghi¢p, Biru DPinh... Day la
noi xuat hién Kim thoi di sir — Ba Ldu
rong nghe dao tdc cua Bién Ngi Nhy,
quyén tiéu thuyét trinh tham dau tién &

nuéc ta. Cac tac pham ndi tiéng cua Phu
Duc nhu Hiép phé chdu hion, Lira long,
Tiéu anh hing V& Kiét... cling xuat hién
dau tién trén Céng ludn bdo. Chiia Tau
Kim Quy ctiia HO Biéu Chanh; Oan hén
yéu i, Binh v& gwong tan cia Duong
Minh DPat; Bo hoa lai, V6 oan trai, Giot
1é ma hong, Khép cira phong thu, Di hdn
ngan thu cia Nam Dinh Nguyén Thé
Phuong; Giot mau anh hung, Cu lao
Thanh Thity cia Trin Quang Nghiép;
Mot thién tuyét but truwong han cia Buu
Dinh... cling ding lan dau trén to bao
nay.

Phy nit tan van cling 1la mot to
bao c6 nhidu dong gdp cho vin hoc Viét
Nam trong giai doan giao thoi. Theo Vi
Ngoc Phan, d6 1a “mot tap chi ma suc
truyén ba da rdt manh trong dam tri thire
dwong thoi”. Pay cing la noi ding
nhiéu tiéu thuyét cia Ho Biéu Chénh,
cua Btu Dinh; 1a noi phat phdo khai cude
tan cong vao thanh tri cta tho cii voi bai
bao Mot 16i tho méi trinh chanh giita
lang tho va Tinh gia, bai tho dugc cho la
bai tho méi dau tién cua Phan Khoi.

C6 thé nbéi ngoai trir Nguyén
Trong Quan do du hoc & Algérie nén xa
sinh hoat van hoc trong nudc va do do da
cho ra doi truyén Thay Lazaré Phién di
trude thoi dai nhu mdt canh chim la, con
hau hét cac nha tiéu thuyét ctia ching ta
déu tr c4i ndi béo chi ma ra, ké ca Ho
Biéu Chanh. C6 ngudi do nhdm 1an nén
cho Hd Biéu Chanh 1a mot ngoai I¢ khi
no6i rang “hau nhu moi tac phim cta nha
van c6 bit lyc phi thuong nay chi 1a 4n
pham ctia cac nha xuat ban ¢ Tién Giang
va & Sai Gon” °. That ra tic phim vin
xudi dau tay ciia H6 Biéu Chéanh 1a Ai
lam dwoc &3 ding trén Nong cé min dam
nam 1919, dén 1922 méi xuat ban thanh
sach. Nhiéu tiéu thuyét khac ciia 6ng nhu
nhu Cay ding mii doi, Vi mét chir tinh,
Tinh mong, Nhon tinh am lanh, Ngon co

> Vii Ngoc Phan, Nha vin hién dai, tap I, Nxb Khoa
hoc Xa hoi, Ha Noi, 1989, tr. 335.

6 Trén Thi Tram, Vai tro cua bdo chi trong sw phat
trién vin hoc dan téc dau thé ky XX, Van hoc $6 6.
1994, tr.7.
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gio dua, Nam Cuyc tinh huy da dang
trén Dong phap thoi bao; Chua Tau
Kim Quy dang trén Cong ludn bao; Vi
nghia vi tinh, Cha con nghia nadng,
Khéc tham, Con nha giau, Con nha
ngheo trude khi in thanh sach cling da
dang trén Phu nit tdn van. Céc tiéu
thuyét Manh trang thu, Cau Tam Lo
cua nha van, nha yéu nuéc Biu Dinh
con luu lai dugce ciing 1a nho Phuy nir
tan van dang vao nhiing nam 30.
Nhiéu nha vin ciing ching ta dong
thoi 14 nha béo. Tran Chanh Chiéu da
1am chu but nhiéu t& bao ndi tiéng nhu
Néng c6 min dam, Luc tinh tdn van...
Lé Hoang Muu véi tiéu thuyét “ban
chay nhur tom tuoi giita chg budi sém”
d6ng thoi ciing 13 mot nha bao ky cuu,
“khét tiéng” trong bao gi6i thoi ky méi
phoi thai, 1a nguoi c¢6 lwong chu but
cao nhat thoi d6. Biru Dinh timg cong
tac voi to Cong lugn véi but danh Ha
Tri, 1a nguoi sang lap ra t&6 Nam Ky
kinh té bdo.

Nhin chung, qua sy phét trién
cua bao chi Quéc ngir dau thé ky XX,
chung ta ciing thy dugc sy hinh thanh
va phat trién cua tiéu thuyet Nam B¢
noi riéng va tiéu thuyet Viét Nam noéi
chung. Quan sat bao chi dau thé ky 20,
chung ta co thé thdy su phat trién cua
tiéu thuyet hién dai Viét Nam. O thap
nién dau cua thé ky 20, trong Nong cé
min dam, Luc tinh tan van, Nam Ky
dia phdn... chi moi c6 truyén dich va
cac but ky, doan thién tiéu thuyét,
truong hop cua Hodng To Anh ham
oan cua Tran Thién Trung (tGc Tran
Chanh Chiéu) va Phan Yén ngoqi sir —
Tiét phu gian trudn cua Truong Duy
Toan 1a rat hiém hoi. Pén thap nién
thir hai, ching ta mé&i bat dau c6 tiéu
thuyét v6i Ha Hwong phong nguyét
(1912), 4i lam digc (1919) cha HO
Biéu Chénh, Nghia hiép ky duyén
(1920) cua Nguyén Chanh Sit... trén
Néng c¢é min dam; Kim thoi di sir — Ba
Ldu rong nghé dao tic (1917) cua
Bién Ngii Nhy trén Cong ludn bdo.

Thap nién tha ba la thap nién phat
trién manh mé nhét cua tiéu thuyét Qudc
ngit Nam Bo nhu chiing ta thiy trén cac
bao Luc tinh tan van, Coéng lugn bdao...
DPén Nam Ky dia phdn, t& bao cua Cong
gido ciing danh dat dé dang tiéu thuyét va
dén nam 1926 bao ting thém sb trang va
danh han phan phy truong (supplément
du N.K.D.P.) gdbm 4 trang chuyén ding
quang cdo va truyén, tiéu thuyét. Cac tiéu
thuyét dang trén phu truong nhu Nguwoi
mat sat (1932), Moi thi mdt nhiém
(1934).... 1a nhiing tiéu thuyét phiéu luu,
mao hiém va cé ca tiéu thuyét hinh su
nhu Trén dwong qudn hat (1932). Pén
1925 Nam Ky dia phdn da co cac truyén
cd cbt truyén Viét Nam, nhan vat Viét
Nam nhu Bgch Mai truyén ciua J Tran T.
va Huynh Ngoc Diép cua T.N.C.D.

Bao chi 1a noi dinh hinh quan
niém vé tiéu thuyét, 1a dién dan, 13 noi
gi6i thiéu, phé binh cic tiéu thuyét méi
ra doi. Nhiéu tran bat chién nay lira d nd
ra nhu tran but chién quanh tiéu thuyét
Ha Hwong hoa nguyét cia Lé Hoang
Muu. Cong Lugn bdo thoi do da goi Lé
Hoang Muu 1a “ddra t6i nhon 1én nhut
ciia An Nam”’. Cubi cing chinh quyén
thudc dia da ra 1énh tich thu va tiéu huy
tac pham. Tac pham Loi buéc phong tinh
cia Nguyén Thanh Long ciing da chiu
bua riu du ludn tén Nam Ky kinh té
bdo...Nhimg cudc thi tiéu thuyét trén
Néng c6 min dam, trén Puéc Nha Nam..
da gop phan vao phong trao viét tleu
thuyét va da gio1 thiéu duoc nhiéu tac gia
maoi va tac pham c6 gia tri nhu Nguyen
Khanh Nhuong, Phan Huin Chuong...
v&i Luong Hoa truyén, Hon mau bo roi

Nhung bao chi cling c6 luc “lam
hai” tiéu thuyét. Yéu té giai tri duoc coi
trong hon céac chirc nang khac, viéc chay
theo thi hiéu quan chung dan dén loai
tiéu thuyét feuilleton viét nhanh, viét
au... Mot vai tiéu thuyét nhu Ho Thé

7 Céng ludn bdo, sb 40- 41, nam 1928.
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Ngoc, Ha Huwong phong nguyét (Lé
Hoéng Muu), Mot duyén hai no ba
tinh (Nguyén Pha Huu), Hong phdn
phiéu lwu (Van Trong Huan)... da ¢
trong tinh trang d& dang, dang hoi vao
cao trao thi ngung dang, lam cong
chung rat 4m wc. Khong c6 phan két
thuc 1a chuyén thuong ngay cua nhiéu
tiéu thuyét dang bao thoi ay.

Do chiéu theo thi hleu cua cong
chung va do phai chay theo tbc do xut
ban nén tiéu thuyet trén cac bao con
nhiéu han ché trong viéc lga chon dé
tai, trong két cau, trong ngdn ngit nghé
thuat... Tiéu thuyét tinh yéu c6 lac da
chiém s6 lugng cha yéu do thi hiéu cia
cong chung thanh thi. Tung Lam trén
Cong ludn bao c6 nhan xét: “Xa hoi ta
hién gio, phc”in nhiéu lai wa doc tiéu

thuyét TINH, bdt ki chuyén gi, bat ké

16i van gi, mién cho c¢é chuyén tinh la
wa doc lam™. Co tac pham khi dang
bao phan diu rdt moi mé, nhu Ha
Huwong phong nguyét cia Lé Hodng
Muu chang han, nhung vi chiéu theo
thi hiéu doc gia nén phan sau lai quay
vé véi 16i vin bién ngiu cii k§. Nam
Pinh Nguyén Thé Phuong ¢6 1§ ciing ¥
thire duge han ché cua loai tiéu thuyét
feuilleton nén khi xuit ban Chén thudc
doc c6 noi them & cudi sach: “Tiéu
thuyét Chén thuoc doc nay viét ting
ngiy ding bao, thanh thir con nhiéu
chd sdng suwong. Ngay dén khi xuit
ban thanh quyén, toi ciing van giit
nguyén van khong stra mdt chir nao.
Poc gia tuong ciing biét ma thir cho”.
Phi Van trong 11 n6i dau tdp phong sy
— tiéu thuyét Pong qué ciing cho:“Pay
12 nhitg bai bao. Bdi thé cach hanh
van cling nhu ndi dung déu cé tinh
cach “nhat trinh”. Ldi vin gan nhu cau
tha. Cau chuyén c6 vé nhat thoi”.

Nhin chung, cho dén hién nay,
cac nha nghién ctru van chua thé tong
két hét nhirg dong gop cu thé cua bao
chi Qubc ngir dau thé ky 20 ddi véi su
phat trién cua vin hoc ndi chung va

8 Cong ludn bdo s 45,21.3.1925.

tiéu thuyét noi riéng. D6 1a do tu lidu tan
mat, that lac phén l6n va con do quan
niém sai lam cta chang ta. Nhu Nam Ky
dia phdn, xuit hién cing thoi v&i Nong
c6 min dam va Luc Tinh tan van va ton
tai gﬁn 40 nam, to bao dugc nha nghién
ciru Nguyén Vin Trung cho 1a Nam
Phong cuiia Nam Ky, nhung 1au nay Nam
Ky dia phdn it dugc gidi nghién ctru van
hoc cht y, ¢6 1€ do c6 su ngd nhan khi
thdy ddy 1a mot to bao clia tén gido. Nam
Ky kinh té bdo do cai tén ctia né nén
cling it dugc quan tam. Ngoai ra con
Péng phdp thoi bdo, noi dang Gidc
méng con cia Tan Pa va nhiing tiéu
thuyét ban dau cua HO Biéu Chanh; noi
dang nhiéu tic pham cua Tran Quang
Nghiép, Biru Dinh. Roi con Than chung,
Trung lap bao, Tan doi thoi bao... D6 1a
nhiing “héa thach vin héa” can phai
dugc khai thac kj dé khoi phuc lai dién
mao cho van hoc Nam B0 va vidn hoc
Vi¢t Nam noi chung.
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THE LATIN-BASED NATIONAL LANGUAGE PRESS AND ITS ROLE IN
ESTABLISHING AND DEVELOPING THE NOVEL IN COCHINCHINA AT THE
TURN OF THE 20" CENTURY

Vo Van Nhon
University of Social Sciences of Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT : Modern Vietnamese literature rose from the Latin-based national
language press. This press has been considered a "skillful midwife" for the literature in
the national language, giving birth to Vietnamese modern literature of today. It is
important to note the great contribution to this press by Truong Vinh Ky with his writings
in the first national language press like Gia Dinh Bao or Thong loai khoa trinh. The
beginning of the 20™ century saw the mushroomings of other national language
newspapers such as Nong Co Min Dam, Luc tinh tan van, Nam Ky dia phan, Cong luan
bao, Phu nu tan van, etc, and with them the appearance of a new generation of novelists.
Many of the famous writers in Cochinchina such as Tran Chanh Chieu, Ho Bieu Chanh,
Le Hoang Muu, Phu Duc, Buu Dinh had been journalists before they became novelists.
Many of their works had appeared in newspapers in serialised form before they were
published in book form. The national language press provided the best environment for
writers to practise their writing skills, stimulating their creativity and helping them to
quickly understand the reader's taste. The press also helped establishing the notion of
genres and diversifying different types of novels at the beginning of the 20™ century.

On the other hand, the press also left some negative influences on the art of writing
of novelists in Cochinchina. As they were writing only to the reader's taste and the
demand of the publisher, these novels written in serialised form still had a number of
limitations in terms of theme choice, structure, and diction.
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