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VAN HQC DICH G NAM BQ CUOI THE KY XIX PAU THE KY XX

V& Van Nhon
Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa hoi va Nhan van, PHQG-HCM

TOM TAT: Vi la thugc dia ciia Phép, nén van hoc phuong Tay dioc gidi thiu ¢ Nam Bg som
hon so véi mién Bdc. Trieong Minh Ky, dich gid vian hoc phuong Tay dau tién da c6 nhiing tac pham
dich tir nam 1884. Hén dau thé ky 20, cac tac pham vin hoc phiong Tay ngdy cang duwoc gidi thiéu
nhiéu hon, khéng chi ¢d vin hoc Phép ma con c6 ca tac pham cia Anh, M7, Nga; khong chi ¢ tho, van
xubi ma co ca kich.

Trong khodng cuéi thé ky 19, cac nha van nhu Triwong Vinh Ky, Hupnh Tinh Ciia da dich nhiéu
tac pham vin hoc ciia Trung Quéc ra chit quoc ngiv. Dén thdp nién dau ciia thé ky 20, nhiéu tiéu thuyét
ciia Trung Quoc da duwoc dich 80 at, tao thanh mét phong trdo dich “ truyén Tau” .

Nhizng diéu dang cha y trong vin hoc dich ¢ Nam Bg:

- Béo chi quéc ngit dong mot vai trd hét sike quan trong, 1A noi ¢dng bé nhitng ban dich vin hoc
dau tién.

- Bgi ngii dich thugt cd thanh phan rdt da dang véi nhitng nghé nghiép hét sizc khac nhau.

- Van xudi duwoc chi y nhiéu hon. Tiéu thuyét anh huing, da siz, nghia hiép duroc dich nhiéu hon
tiéu thuyét 1ang man, tai tir giai nhan, béi ching phtl hep Véi déc gia binh dan.

- Phan dnh mét quan niém méi mé vé con nguoi: ¥ thire vé nit quyén, chit y van dé tinh duc.

Van hoc dich ¢ Nam B¢ cuoi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX phan anh mgt nghich Iy: sémtiép thu sir
méi me cua phirong Tay, dong thoi van chiu anh hurong sau dam cia vian hoc Trung Hoa. DU sao, day
cing la mgt budc di dang ghi nhgn trong chang duong hién dai hoa cia van hoc dan téc. Dic gid, qua
nhitng tac pham ndy, cing s¢ 1am quen dan véi nhing ddc diém cua thé logi méi. Tir budc dich thugt
nay, cac nha van da rén luyén tay nghe, ndm bt ki thugt viét van cia nudc ngodi dé sém tré thanh

nhizng nha van tién phong cia nén vin hoc mai.

Vin hoc Viét Nam cudi thé ky 19 dau thé
ky 20 la mot giai doan van hoc mang tinh chit
giao thoi, bat dau chiu anh huong cua phuong
Tay nhung dong thoi van con chiu anh huong
sAu dam tir nén van hoc Trung Hoa Vin hoc
Nam B¢ ciing khéng thoét khoi tinh canh 4y,

nhung do hoan canh lich sir, dia ly, van hoc

Nam B ciing ¢ nhitng dic diém riéng, nhu &
mang vin hoc dich chang han.

Vi la thuoc dia cua Phdp, nén van hoc
phuong Téy, dac biét la van hoc Phap dugc du
nhap, duoc dich va xuat ban & Nam Bo s6m
hon so v6i mién mién Béc, riéng tiéu thuyét
Phdp duoc dich ra quc ngir con sém hon ca

tiéu thuyét cb dién Trung Hoa.
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Gia Pjnh béo tir 1881 da diang nhiéu
truyén ngu ngdn cua La Fontaine do Truong
Minh Ky dich. Ong c6 I& la nguoi dich La
Fontaine sém nhit ¢ nudc ta. Nhitng bai nay
sau duoc tap hop thanh séch, vi du nhu cubn
Chuyén Phan-sa dién ra qudc ngiz in nim 1884
gdém 16 bai cua La Fontaine duoc dich ra tho
luc bét; sau d6 la cuén Riche et Pauvre (Phu
ban truyén dién ca). Nam 1887, Truong Minh
Ky con dich cudn Les aventures de Telemaque
cua Fénelon (Chuyén Té Lé Mdc gap tinh co).
Ban dich ndy bing vin van, theo thé tho luc
bat. Gia Pinh bao ciing la noi dang Truyén
Robinson (tirc Robinson Crusoe) (sb 6, ngay
24-4 —1886). Cudi thé ky XIX con cd Tran
Nguyén Hanh dich Les conseils du Pere
Vincent (Gia huan cia 180 Vincent).

DPén diu thé ky XX, sr xuit hién cua
nhitng t& béo c6 uy tin nhu Néng ¢6 min 4am,
Luc tinh tan van, dng Phap thoi bdo, Nam Ky
dia phan,... d& gop phan rat 16n trong viéc dua
céc ban dich tiéu thuyét phuong Tay dén tay
cdng ching mét c&ch su rong hon.

Trén Lyc Tinh tan van c6 Le Comte de
Monte Cristo (Tién can béo hgu - 1907), Les
trois mousquetaires (Ba nguoi ngw 1am phéo
thi - 1914) cua Alexandre Dumas, do Tran
Chénh Chiéu dich.

N6ng cé min gam dang céc ban dich cua
Lé Hoang Muu. Lé Hoang Muu dich ca truyén
M¥, Nga (qua tiéng Phap) nhu Chong bat chg
vo, Vi Lé giét vo ding trén Nong c6 min
dam.... Chong bdt cha vo, mot truyén ngin caa
M¥ c6 thé |a thc phim dich dau tién cua 6ng.

Sau giai doan dich, Lé Hoing Muu c6 nhitng

tac pham phong tac tir van hoc phuong Téay,
nhu tir Racambole Tom V. Les drames de Paris
cua Pierre Alexis Ponson du Terrail chang han
(Néng c6 min dam sb 18 nam 1912).

Tu ndm 1916 bédo Nam Ky dia phgn ciing
bat dau dang céc truyén dich hoic phéng téc.
Dén nam 1926 béo ting thém s trang va danh
han phan phy truong (supplément du N.K.D.P.)
gom 4 trang chuyén ding quang céo va truyén,
tiéu thuyét.

Dobng Phép thoi bdo nam 1928 cé céc ban
dich Quan vé vion ciua nha tho Phép H. de
Racan, mot sb t&c pham cua Eroshenko, phan
dau tiéu thuyét Ba tusc Monté Cristo cua A.
Dumas. T4t ca do Phan Khoi dich.

Riéng véi kich phuong Tay, Nguyén Héo
Vinh 1a mt trong nhitng nguoi dau tién gigi
thiéu. Véi viéc luge dich bén vo kich cua
Shakespeare, gdbm Ch 14 budn thanh Venise,
Théi tir Hamlet, Roméo — Juliet, Vay thi vay,
Anh hung hao kiét cia thanh Roma ngay xwa
vao nam 1928, éng c6 I& la nguoi Viét Nam
dau tién gigi thieu mot tac gia 16n cuia Anh cho
nguoi doc Viét Nam.

Khéng truc tiép dich thuat, nhung Hb Biéu
Chénh, nha tiéu thuyét tiéu biéu nhit caia Nam
Bo, ciing cho biét |a da phong téc nhiéu tac
phim cua tiéu thuyét phuong Tay. Chua tau
Kim Quy la phong theo Le Conte de Monte
Cristo cia A. Dumas, Cay dang mii doi phong
theo Sans famille cia Hector Malot, Chut phdn
linh dinh phong theo En famille cia Hector
Malot. Nguoi that chi phong theo Crime et
chatiment cia nha vian Nga Fédor
Mikhailovitch Dostoievski. Theo Thanh Lang,
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ngay ca tiéu thuyét van xubi dau tay Ai lam
dwroc ciia H6 Biéu Chanh ciing md phong tac
pham André Cornélis caa Paul Bourget.

Nhiéu tac gia khéac caathoi ky nay ciing co
téc pham phéng tac. Lé Hoing Muu, mot nha
van ndi tiéng thoi d6, da phong tac quyén tiéu
thuyét Phap Le Comte de Monte Cristo caa A.
Dumas véi nhan d& Tién can bao hdu (9 cudn,
Imp. de I'Union, Sai Gon, 1920; sau d6 dang
trén Luc tinh tan van tr sb 2054 ngdy
18.6.1925). Nguoi Vo hién (1929) caa Nguyén
Thoi Xuyén dugc phéng téc tir cubn Une
honnéte femme (1903) cia Henry Bordeaux, ...

Sém tiép xdc véi van hod, van hoc phuong
Téy, nhung anh huéng cia van hod va van hoc
Trung Hoa van con rat sAu dam ¢ mién dat méi
ndy. Nguyén Van Trung ly giai diéu ndy nhu
sau: “Khi tiép x(c vé6i van hod Phap, mot van
hoa dugc trinh bay trong mot chinh sach ddng
hoa de doa mét géc, tiéu diét ban sic dan toc,
ngudi mién Nam khéng nhitng khéng thé bo
van hoda truyén théng dua trén Nho hoc, ma con
coi n6 nhu diém tua, chd dwa chdng lai chinh
séch ddng hoa cia nguoi Phap™?.

Ngudi dau tién dich céc sach Nho hoc ra
qudc ngit 1a Truong Vinh Ky, nhung ngudi
dich téc pham van hoc Trung Québc ra qubc ngi
déu tién co 1& 1a Huynh Tinh Cua Téac phim
Chuyén gidgi buon (1885) gom 112 truyén cia
ong phan nhiéu la nhitng truyén dugc dich tir
céc tac pham Trung Qudc nhu Cao S truyeén,

Trang Ti, Chién quéc sach, Liéu Trai chi di.

1 Nguyén Khué (1998), Chan dung Hé Biéu Chanh,
Nxb TP. H Chi Minh, tr.143.

2 Van xudi Nam B¢ nita dau thé ky 20, Nxb Vin
nghé TP. HCM & Trung tim Nghién ctiru Québc hoc,
tr.684.

Béo Nong c6 min dam, ngay tir so dau (1. 8.
1901) da dang ban dich mot “truyén Tau” la
Tam quéc chi. Day 1a ban dich mot “truyén
Tau” hoan chinh diu tién. Tén ngudi dich dwoc
ghi & Canavaggio, mot cha ddn dién va la
thuong gia nguoi Phép, chu nhan béo Néng co
min gam. Nhung theo Vuong Hong Sén, ngudi
dich chinh 1a Lwong Khic Ninh, cha bit coa
b&o. Sau Tam quoc chi, Néng cé min ¢am con
lan luot dang céc truyén dich Liéu Trai chi dj,
Kim c6 ky quan, Bao Cong kp an...

Ciing vao thap nién dau cua thé ky XX, &
Nam Bo6 d& xuit hién nhiéu dich gia “truyén
Tau’ nhu Nguyén Chanh Sit, Tran Phong Sac,
Nguyén An Khuong, Nguyén An Cu, Dinh
Vin Pau, Tran Hitu Quang, Huynh Tri Phi...
Chinh ho d& dua nhau dich nhiéu tiéu thuyét
thin ky, anh huing nghia hiép cua Trung Quéc,
tao thanh mét phong trao dich “truyén Tau”.
Trong sb céc dich gia, c6 Nguyén An Khuong,
Nguy&n Chanh Sit, Tran Phong Sic dugc b&o
Phy niz tan van danh gia la “nhitng tay dich
thuat tre danh caia Nam Ky”, riéng “Tran
Phong Sic la nha dich thuat tri danh nhut”.
Mot minh Tran Phong Sic dé dich dén 29 bo
truyén Tau.

Viéc dich thuat nay ciing c6 thuan loi do
ngudn séch cung cap phong phd tir nguoi Hoa
& Sa Gon — Chg Lén. Cac truyén nay duoc in
bao hoic in thanh tap. Duéi hinh thuc tap
truyén, ching dé dang phd cap dén gigi binh
dan, nho vay ma chir qudc ngir ¢ thém phuong
tién truyén ba Nhitng Phong than, Tam Qudc
déu 1a nhitng chuyén gan gii véi tam hon

nguoi binh dan, ho dam luan véi nhau vé
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nhirng nhan vat dy, nhirng guong trung hiéu tiét
nghia rit quen thudc dy. Cac truyén cé ting
chuong tirng hdi, tinh tiét rd rang, do dé rat
dugc hoan nghénh va chir quéc ngir ciing dwoc
ua thich theo. Cha me nha nghéo ciing chi
mubn cho con minh biét doc, biét viét dé doc
truyén Tau cho nghe nhirng khi mtia mang ranh
réi. Nhitng nha vin 130 thanh nhu HS Hitu
Tuong hay Vuong Hong Sén trong tac pham
ciia minh déu cd ghi lai céi tha doc truyén Tau
nay.

D4 ¢6 nhidu nha nghién ciru giai thich vé
s hap dan dic biét nay caatruyén Tau ddi véi
cdng ching doc gia Nam B¢. Bang Giang cho
rang: “Truyén Tau tiéu thu manh trong miy
nam dau cia phong trao mot phan ciing vi
manh dat sang tac ciata hdy con la mot bai dat
tréng... Truyén Tau tung hoanh duogc ciing do
vao thoi d6 nhitng phuong tién giai tri cho
nguoi dan con hiém hoi”®. Vii Hanh giai thich
nhu sau: “Viéc ngudi mién Nam thich doc
truyén Tau phai dugc cit nghia bang nhu cau
cua ho tiép can véi nhiing dirc tinh ¢ hitu cia
ho ma ho tim thiy trong nhitng nhan vt tich
cuc caa truyén: d6 l1a trung hiéu, tiét nghia, tri
diing, tin 1, cuong truc, anh hing. Truyén Tau
cho ho nhitng ciap ddi khang nhu La Thanh -
Pon Hung Tin, Tan Cbi - Nhac Phi, Bang
Quyén - Ton Tan, Sai Trinh Triéu - Luu Quan
Truong...; ma ho khéng tim thay sach béo nao
khéc khi d6"*. Pia chi vin hoa thanh phs Ho

% Bang Giang (1993), “Truyén Tau véi mot sb tiéu
thuyét gia dau tién & Viét Nam”, Kién thirc ngdy
nay, (100), TP. HS Chi Minh, tr. 244-245,

4 Son  Nam (2003), Phong tréao Duy Tan & Bdic
Trung Nam, Mién Nam ddu thé ky XX — Thién dia

Chi Minh ciing nhin viéc tiép nhan truyén Tau
& mot khia canh tich cuc khéc: “Rét nhiéu
truyén Tau la nhitng cai tli khon, dau phai la
nham nhi 1& chinh? Nguoi mién Nam doc
truyén Tau, thudc truyén Tau, ldy ra tr d6
nhitng céch ang xur & doi, soi vao guong tét,
rain minh bing nhirng guong phan dién">.
Vuong Hong Sén ciing cho rang: “Truyén Tau
day t6i nhiéu diéu xir thé nén toi goi nd la mot
nghé thuat, chir chang phai choi... Ngoai ra
truyén Tau cd nhiéu guong tét, truyén Tau la
mot vang rieng that [on, mot bién sau va rong,
khai thac khdng bao gio hét vacan ciing”®.

Nhirng nhan dinh ndy cho thay rang truyén
Tau da thyc sy tro thanh mot phan méu thit
trong doi sbng van hod tinh than cia nguoi dan
Nam B¢ trong thoi ky d6 va n6 da tac dong
khong nho dén khuynh huéng sang téc coatiéu
thuyét trong giai doan nay.

Ciing can néi thém |a Nam B¢ con | noi
dung thén cua dong dao nguoi Minh Huong,
tre nhirng nguoi Viét gdc Hoa mang tinh than
“phan Thanh phuc Minh”. Nhitng truyén dich
mang khong khi tao Bic, chinh Tay c6 I& ciing
phan ndo thoa man uéc mo phuc quéc caa ho.

Viét Nam va Trung Québc vén duoc coi 1a
“ddng van”, viéc dich truyén Tau 1a sy tiép ndi
truyén théng giao luu vin hoc gitra hai nudéc,
vira ¢¢ ddp ung nhu cau giai tri cua cong

chting. Nhirng truyén dich ké trén, voi 16i van

hgi va cuge Minh Tan, Nxb Tré, Thanh phé H6 Chi
Minh, tr. 242.

® Nhiéu tac gia (1988), Pia chi Vin hod Thanh phé
Hé Chi Minh, tap I - Vian hoc, Nxb. Thanh ph Hb
Chi Minh, tr. 217.

® Vuong Hong Sén (1993), Tha xemtruyén Tau, Nxb
TP. H6 Chi Minh, tr.97.
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xudi theo tiéng néi thuong, da hap dan cong
ching Nam Bo boi noi dung hap dan caa no,
boi N6 phtl hop véi tdm |y va thi hiéu caa con
nguoi noi ving dit méi ndy. Viéc doc truyén
Tau mot thoi gian dai da thuc s trg thanh maot
th( vui trong quan ching nhan dan Nam Bo.
Nhung viéc dich va xuit ban truyén Tau tran
lan vi ly do thuong mai, chay theo thi hiéu cia
quan ching ciing tao Nén mot phan &ng tich
cuc sau nay, d6 la phong trao sang téc nhirng
truyén van xudi qubc ngit, nhirng “kim thoi tiéu
thuyét” c6 bdi canh la dat nudc Viét Nam, con
nguoi Viét Nam, dic biét 1a tiéu thuyét lich s
Vv6i y huéng mudn thé hién lich sir dan toc va
thodt ra sy kim ham lau doi caa van hoa Trung
Hoa.

Vin hoc dich & Nam B cudi thé ky XIX
dau thé ky XX nhin chung c6 nhirng diéu dang
chi y:

Doi ngii dich thuat thoi ky ndy rat da dang.
Ho vén la nhitng nguoi tinh théng Han hoc,
dong thoi biét ca tiéng Phdp va chir qudc ngit.
Ho c6 thé 1a cha bit hay phy bt cho céc to béo
nhu Néng c¢6 min dam, Lyc Tinh tan van nhu
Luong Khic Ninh, Nguyén Chanh Sat, ngoai ra
con c6 ca Hoakiéu, cha tiém kim hoan, thuong
gia, nha budn sach va sira xe dap, thu ky nha
nuéc...”

Trong sy hinh thanh va phét trién caa van
hoc dich Nam B9, béo chi d6ng mot vai trd hét
sirc quan trong, céc to béo quéc ngir nhu Gia

Pinh bao, Néng cé min dam, Lyc tinh tan van,

" Claudine Salmon (bién soan) (2004), Tiéu thuyét
truyén thong Trung Quéc ¢ Chau A (tie thé ky XVII-
thé kp XX), Trin Hai Yén dich, Nxb Khoa hoc X&
hoi,. HaNi, tr. 239.

Dong Phap thoi bdo, Nam Ky dja phdn,... dala
noi céng bd nhirng ban dich van hoc dau tién,
tr ngu ngdn cua La Fontaine cho dén tiéu
thuyét caia A. Dumas, tir Liéu trai chi dj dén
Tam quéc chi.

Viéc dich thuat ciing ch( y dén van xudi
nhiéu hon, dac biét 1a truyén ngan, tiéu thuyét,
khéc véi truyén thong xem trong tho ca trugc
kia. DPiéu ndy thé hién mot quan niém van hoc
mé6i — phan anh hién thuc doi sdng x& hoi hon
14 van hoc mang tinh chic niang cua truyén
thdng. Nhu ciu caa thi dan ciing la diéu khién
céc dich gia dic biét quan tm. Cha'y dén chirc
nang giai tri, quan tm dén céng ching binh
dan nén céc dich gia da phién dich nhiéu loai
tiéu thuyét anh hung, phiéu lvu mao hiém,
kiém hiép. Ngay ca Nam Ky dia phdn, mot to
bdo Cbng gido ciing ¢6 phu trurong dang nhirng
tiéu thuyét phiéu leu, mao hiém va ca dang
hinh s nhim gitp cac “khéan quan”, doc gia
giai tri, “giai budn” nhu tén mot muc cua to
béo. Tiéu thuyét cia A. Dumas rit duoc dich
gia Nam B¢ uwa chudng. Le Comte de Monte
Cristo caa A. Dumas da dwoc ca HO Biéu
Chénh va Lé Hoang Muu phéng téc. Vé truyén
Tau, loai tiéu thuyét anh hung nhue La Théng
tio Bdc, Ngi hé binh Tay, Cang Long hga
Giang Nam, ... chiém s luong rat Ién ¢ Nam
B¢ do phu hgp voi tdm ly di dan caa dan Nam
Bo va ca nguoi Minh Huong xa x@. Loai thk
hai 1a loai tiéu thuyét kiém hiép nhu Phong
kiém xuan thu, Giang ho nir hiép, Hau Han tam
hop bdo kiém,... dugc wachudng ca & hai mién
Nam Béc. Loai tiéu thuyét tinh cam xa hoi, tiéu

thuyét didm tinh nhu Tay swong ky, Tuyét hong
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Ié sir, HONg LAu Mong ... rat it thiy & Nam Bo
trong khi lai dwoc doc gia mién Bic rit va
chudng. Nguyén Vian Ngoc da nhan xét: “Thuc
vay, ¢ trong Nam thi nguoi ta tranh nhau ma
coi nhitng Ngii hé binh Tay, Ngi hé binh
Nam... con & ngoadi Bac thi nguoi ta chi ham
coi Song phirong kp duyén, Luc miu don”®.
Qua théng ké cua Nhan Bao, mot nha Viét
Nam hoc nguoi Trung Qubc, ching ta thay
truong hop céc tiéu thuyét nhu Géi tra thu cha,
Man hoang kiém hiép, Tiéu hong bao hai thuy,
Giang ho nit hiép caa Nguy@n Chéanh Sit; Nhi
ni¢ tao anh hung cua Gabriel V3 L9,... thuc
chit la dugc dich tir nhitng tiéu thuyét binh dan
cta Trung Quéc®.

Nhu vdy & Nam Bo, vé xu huéng dich
thuat, c&c loai tiéu thuyét anh hang, tiéu thuyét
da s, tiéu thuyét nghia hiép duoc dich nhiéu
hon bai ching phu hop véi thi hiéu va hip dan
doc gia binh dan hon loai tiéu thuyét 1ang man,
tai tir giai nhan, “ngdn tinh, nhu cam”. N6 phan
anh xu huéng hudéng ngoai, thich hanh dong
hon & huéng vao ndi tdm cta con nguoi Nam
Bo.

Trong dich thuat, nhidu yéu t& méi mé do
van hod van minh phuong Tay dem dén ciing
dugc thé hién. Nir luu the quan & GO Cong da
dich Guong nir kiét dé gisi thiéu Roland, mot
nit anh hung cia nuéc Phédp. Trong loi gidi

thiéu, nha van Phan Thi Bach Van, chi nhan

8 Virong Tri Nhan (sru tim va bién soan) (1996),
Khdo ve tiéu thuyét, Nxb Hoi Nhavin, Ha Noi,tr.53.
® Claudine Salmon (bién soan) (2004), Tiéu thuyét
truyén thong Trung Quéc ¢ Chau A (tir thé ky XVII-
thé &y XX), Tran Hai Yén dich, Nxb Khoa hoc X&
hoi,. HANGi, tr. 242-268.

thu quéan da to ra co y thirc khé su sic vé nir
quyén.

Vén @& tinh duc ciing s6m duoc van hoc
dich Nam B chl y, day c6 thé 1a do Nam Bo
da phuong Tay hod, dd thi theo kiéu phuong
Tay som hon, do d6 quan niém vé tinh duc
ciing phong khoang hon so véi mién Bac. Nhu
truong hop phong tdc Huwong Théi Can cdi
trang gian dam m¢nh phy cua Lé Hoang Muu
ching han. Day |a téc pham do Tay H6 Ngu 4n
Chua nhan doi Minh viét, tung dugc doan st
thin do L& Quy Bon lam Pho sir, mua, doc va
mang vé nuéc trong trong chuyén di sir Trung
Hoa tir nam 1760 dén cudi nam 1761'°. Nhung
mai dén dau thé ky XX Lé Hoang Muu mdéi
dva vao tac pham ndy dé phéng téc thanh tiéu
thuyét Nguoi ban ngoc. Tir ¢bt truyén don gian
cia mot tac phim von ven c6 23 trang, Lé
Hodng Muu d& xay dung thanh mot tiéu thuyét
phuc tap véi sy miéu ta, phan tich tam ly tinh
té, sAu sic day dén gan 200 trang.

Vin hoc dich & Nam B cudi thé ky XIX
dau thé ky XX phan anh mot nghich ly cua van
hoc Nam B thoi ky ndy. Som tiép xdc voi
phuong Téy, van hoc Nam Bo vira ¢ nhirng
cach tan méi mé, téo bao mang tinh tién phong
vira lai chwa tach khoi hin nhitng anh huong
sAu dam cua van hoc Trung Hoa. Y thirc huéng
ngoai, chu trong chirc nang giai tri va quan tam
dén cong chang, dic biét 1a céng ching binh
dan la co s dé van hoc Nam B9, dic biét la
vian xudi sdm cd nhirng bat pha, cach tén trén

con duong hién dai hod, sdm cé nhitng thanh

1% pham T Chau (1997), Vai suy nghi vé tiéu thuyét
tiph duc chir Hdn ciia Viét Nam, tap chi Han Nom,
b 3, tr.40.
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cong va nhanh chong duoc déng dao doc gia k¥ thuat viét truyén ngin, tiéu thuyét cua nugc
ung hy. Déy la mot budec di dang ghi nhan ngoai, dac biét 1a cua phuong Tay, dé sau nay
trong buéc duong hién dai hoa cia van hoc dan tré thanh nhirng nha vin tién phong cia nén
toc. Tur budc dich thuat — phong tac nay, cac van hoc méi.

nhavin da rén luyén tay nghé viét van, nim bét

TRANSLATED LITERATURE IN COCHINCHINA IN THE LATE 19" CENTURY
AND IN THE EARLY 20" CENTURY

Vo Van Nhon
University of Social Science of Humanities, VNU-HCM

ABSTRACT: Being colonized by France, Cocochina (the South of Vietham) was the region
where Western literature was introduced into earlier than the North. Truong Minh Ky was considered
the first trandlator of Western literature in Vietnam. His earliest works of translation appeared in 1884.
By the early 20" century, introduced to Vietnamese readers were Western literary works not only of

French origin but also of British, American and Russian origins; not only poetry, prose but also drama.
In the late 19" century, many writers such as Truong Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua were interested
in Chinese literature. In the first decade of the 20™ century, a wide variety of Chinese novels were
translated into Vietnamese, forming a strong movement of trandating "truyen Tau” (Chinese fictions).
The remarkable characteristics of the trandation of Western literature in Cochinchina were as
follows
- The newspapers and magazines in “Quoc Ngu” (Viethamese language written in Latin
characters) where the first works of trandation were published played very important role.
- The trandators were greatly diverse, coming from different social and cultural backgrounds.

- More trandation was made on prose. Novels of martial arts, historical stories, novels of heroic
deeds attracted the attention of the trandators and the publishers. Therefore, they were trandated much
more than romance novels were, because of their compatibility with popular audience.

- By trandating the works of Western literature, the writers tried to express new concepts of
humanism, such as women rights, or gender issues.

Trandated literature in Cocochina in the late 19" and early 20" centuries reflects a paradox:
Western influences started to leave their marks but the Chinese influence was till strongly engraved.

However, this was a remarkable step in the journey of modernization of national literature. Through
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these early trandated works, new literary genres were introduced and Vietnamese readers gradually

became familiar with them. Translation experiences were the first steps for Cocochina writers to

achieve thorough understanding, to learn Western writing techniques and styles, which helped them

become the pioneers of new literaturein Vietnam.
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