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ANNA WIERZBICKA VA HUONG NGHIEN cUU

PAC TRUNG VAN HOA, TRINHAN

THONG QUA CAC TU KHOA

1. Pit van dé

Mdi lién hé giita nhing phuong tién
ching ta ding dé suy nghi v&i nhiing
phuong tién ching ta giao tiép 1a gi va anh
huodng ctia ngdn ngit 1€n tu duy thu vi ra sao
l1a nhiing van dé nhan duoc su quan tdm cua
nhiéu hoc gia. Quan diém vé nhiing van dé
nay that da dang to khia canh cuia nhiéu
nganh khoa hoc (nhu: ngdn ngit hoc, triét
hoc, tdm Ii hoc va nhén hoc), cac nha nghién
cuu nay hudng su nghién ctru cia minh theo
tuong ddi luan (relativism) voi gia thuyét noi
tiéng vé tinh twong d6i ngdn ngir ctia Sapir -
Whorf (Hypothesis of Linguistic Relativity)
cling nhu nhiing tu tuéng cua Humboldt;
mot s hoc gia khac, d6i 1ap lai, lai tan thanh
huéng nghién ctu theo phd quat luan
(universalism).

Diéng chi y 12 gia thuyét vé “Tinh tuong
d6i ngdn ngir” quan tim dén y tudng rang:
Van hoéa, thong qua ngdn ngir, tic dong 1€n
cdi cach chung ta suy nghi, dac bi¢t 1a anh
hudng dén sy chia cat, phan loai cdi thé giGi
ma ching ta trdi nghiém xung quanh. Theo
nhiéu nha nghién ciru ngdn ngit va vin héa,
tir ngir 12 nhitng thanh t6 co ban cua ngdn
ngtt, bi anh huong va dugc dinh hudéng boi
van héa. Trong mdi ngdn ngit déu cé cic
dinh danh (t€n goi) cua céc sy vat, su kién,
nhitng trai nghiém va d6i khi ca nhiing tam
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tu ciia con ngudi trong cong dong ngudi néi
thir ngdn ngir ay.

Trong cdc tir ngir cua ngdn ngir thi nhitng
“tir kh6a” 12 nhitng yéu td rat co ban c6 lién
quan mot cach dac biét dén tur vung va van
hod; va da c6 kha nhiéu nghién ctru vé ching
[Evan-Pritchard 1968, William 1976, Parkin
1982, Moeran 1989]. Tuy nhién, khic voi
nhiing ngudi khic, Anna Wierzbicka - nit
hoc gia nguoi goc Ba Lan (hién lam viéc tai
Truong Dai hoc Quoc gia Uc — ANU) —
quan niém rang mdi ngdn ngit déu cé chira
cdc “tur kh6a” phan dnh nhirng ddc trung van
héa cbt 16i ciia dan toc néi ngdn ngir d6 va
can phai dinh huéng sy nghién ctru vao
nhiing van d& ddc trung van héa cia y nghia.

Nam 1997, Anna Wierzbicka da xuét ban
cuén “Tim hiéu vin héa qua tir khéa céc
ngon ngit: Anh, Nga, Ba Lan, Ptic va Nhat”
(Nxb. Oxford University Press). Véi hon
300 trang, cudn sich da gy duoc sy chii y
to 16n cta nhidu nha nghién ciru ngdn ngir
va vin héa trén thé gidi. Vi thé, trong bai
viét nay, ching t6i mudn gi6i thiéu mot sd
ndi dung co ban cua né.

2. Nghién ciru ciia Anna Wierzbicka

2.1. Vé khdi niém “tir khéa”

Xuat phit diém 1i thuyét cua Anna
Wierzbicka 12 ¢6 su ton tai mot mdi lién hé
gan bé giita cudc song xa hoi va tir vung ciia
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ngdn nglt dugc su dung trong xa hoi do.
Ngbn ngir néi chung, tr vung ndi riéng, 1a
minh chimg t6t nhit cho hién thyc vin héa
cua mot xa hoi. Tir vyng cua ngdn ngir, theo
ba, 1a sy phan 4nh sdu sic nhimng thién kién
(preoccupation) va gid tri van héa xa hdi.
Nhitng tr mang tinh vdn héa dac thu
(culture-specific) dugc coi 1a nhitng cong cu
¥ niém phan dnh nhing trai nghiém vé cich
lam va nép nghi cia con ngudi trong mot
cong dong xa hoi.

Theo Anna Wierzbicka, thong qua nhiing
“tir khéa” trong von tir vung, chiing ta c6 thé
nghién citu cdc nén van hod.

Vay “tir khéa” la gi?

Tir ndo trong hé théng tir vung cta mot
ngon ngtt dugce coi 1a “tir khoa” ?

Va phai ching xic dinh duoc tir nao la
“tir khéa” cia mot ngdn ngit thi cling dong
thdi ¢6 thé nghién ctru dugc van héa cua
cong ddng ngdn ngir d6?

Theo Anna Wierzbicka, “tir khéa” trudce
hét 1a nhitng tir quan trong dac biét cia mot
ngon ngit, boc 16 dugc van hda cua dan tde
n6i ngdn ngir d6. Chang han, theo ba (xin
xem: Semantics, culture and cognition,
1992), trong tiéng Nga nhimg  tur cyc)b6a

‘phan, s6 phan’ va Oywa ‘hdn, tim hon’
dong vai tro cuc ki quan trong trong viéc boc
10 van héa Nga.

Lam thé nao dé khang dinh mot tir nao dé
1a mot trong nhimg “tir khod” biéu trung cho
mot nén van héa?

Pé bat dau, ching ta cé thé (v6i su tro
gitip ctia mot cudn tir dién thong dung) thiét
lap mot danh sich nhiing tor dugc coi la
thong dung. Mot tor thuong c6 kha nang
duogc dung thuong xuyén trong mdt trudng
nglt nghia nao d6, vi du: truong ngir nghia
cam xuc hay truong nglr nghia danh gid dao
duc.

Mot tir duge coi la “tir khéa” thuong cé
tan sb st dung khd rong rdi trong nhing cu
tuc ngit, chAm ngdn, nhitng bai hat pho bién.
Hon nita, tir nay c6 thé xuat hién nhu 12 yéu

t6 trung tim trong mot cum tir, nhu truong
hop tir Oywa trong tiéng Nga:

- Ha Oyuie ‘binh tdm’ (on the soul)

- 6 Oywie ‘trong tham tAm’ (in the soul)

- no dywie ‘chan tinh, thang than, c6i mé’
(after/ to the soul)

- Oywa 6 Oywy ‘tim dau y hop’ (soul to
the soul)

- omkpbimb dywty ‘coi mé vé nhing suy
nghi, tAm tu’ (to open one’s soul)

Cac tiéu chi cho sy lya chon nhiing tu
khéa nay, theo Anna Wierzbicka
[Wlerzblcka A. 1997:16] phai bao ham bon
yéu t6 chu yéu:

(i) mang tinh phd bién

(ii) dugc st dung thuong xuyén trong
mot truong ngir nghia riéng biét

(iii) nam & tAm ctia cum ti/td hop ngit cu

(iv) thuong dugc sir dung trong tuc ngil,
cham ngdn, nhing bai hit phd bién, tiéu dé
sach.v.v

Tuy nhién, theo Anna Wierzbicka, diéu
quan trong ¢ day la: cdi dich ma ching ta
nham dén khéng chi 1a & ching minh mot
tir nao d6 1a “tir khéa” ctia mot nén vin héa
hay khéng, ma quan trong hon 12 cho thiy sy
khéc biét vé& vin héa duge boc 16 qua tir d6
nhu thé nao. Muc dich 1i thuyét cua ba la
nham giéi thiéu nhitng tir ma khong ai 6 thé
pht nhan riang chiing cung cip chia khéa, dé
hudng téi cac dac trung van hda, dac tinh
dan tdc. Anna Wierzbicka nhidn manh réng:
van d¢ chinh yéu lién quan dén tir khéa
khong phéi & chd ching minh nhiing tir d6
c6 dang duoc xem la tu khéa hay khong, ma
phai & chd nhiing tir khéa nay c6 y nghia gi
cho viéc nghién ctru van héa (vi ching cho
thdy cdc nét noi trdi vin héa).

Theo ba, khoéng c6 bat ki gidi han nao vé
tu khéa trong mot ngén ngir nao do, nghia la
cdi tap hiru han nhimng tir nhu thé trong mot
ngdn ngit c6 thé nhiéu it khic nhau. Ciing
khong c6 mot bd quy tic hay thu phdp khach
quan nao danh riéng cho viéc kham pha, xac
dinh cdc tir khéa. Nhung dé chi ra mot tir
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nao d6 1a quan trong dic biét cho mot nén
van héa, ching ta phai dit ching vao bdi
canh st dung dé c6 duoc nhing bing chiing
can thiét.

Ba da tién hanh chon luya, xdc dinh va
khao sat nhitng tir khéa trong mot s6 ngdn
ngit nhu tiéng Nhat, tiéng Anh, tiéng Ba
Lan, tiéng Duc, tiéng Nga. Sau ddy 1 danh
sdch nhiing tir khéa trong cdc ngon ngir do
(d¢ chiing ta tham khao va c6 nhiing lién hé
t6i tiéng Viét):

(i) tiéng Nhat (theo phién am cua tic
gia): amae ‘honor/danh du’, enryo ‘restraint
/ gitt gin’, wa ‘dependence/su tin cdy’, on
‘gratitute/ long biét on’, giri ‘justice/ sy
cong bang’, seishin ‘spirit/ tinh than’,
omoiyari ‘empathy/ su dong cam’

(ii) tiéng Anh (theo phién 4m cua tic
gia): mind (Wierzbicka, 1992a: 45), heart
(Wierzbicka 1992a: 48), mate

(iii) tiéng Nga (theo phién a4m cua tic
gid): rodina (homeland), dusa (soul), sud’ba
(fate)

Dung ‘tr khéa’ nhu mot phuong phédp
tiép can dé nghién ctru van héa c6 thé bi ai
dé chi trich la mot cich lam theo hudng
“nguyén tir luan” (atomistic view) 16i thoi —
mot 101 phan bac nhur thé ¢ thé 1a hop 1i dbi
véi viéc nghién ctru nhitng tr dugc lya chon
nhu nhiing don vi tor vung ddc ldp. Tuy
nhién, nghién ctru nhitng tir khéa nham dé
tim ra déc trung van héa khong phai 1a viéc
lam theo tinh than “nguyén tir luan” d6, sy
khéc bict ¢ day la: viéc nghién ctru mdt vai
tir khéa chi 1a nhitng diém mau chdt trong
viéc kham pha mét truong van héa tong thé.

2.2. Vé khdi niém “siéu ngén ngit ngir
nghia ty nhién”

Theo Anna Wierzbicka, y nghia cta céc
tir khéa trong mot ngén ngit c¢6 thé va can
phai duoc dién giai nho vao mot hé siéu
ngdn ngir phd quit ma ba goi tén 1a “siéu
ngoén ngir ngir nghia tw nhién” (Natural
Semantic Metalanguage - NSM)
[Wierzbicka 1980].

Li thuyét NSM 1a mot trong nhiing
phuong phap tiép can hién dai vé ngir nghia,
va phuong phdp luén cua né da duoc phat
trién nhu mot cong cu dé phan tich ngtr
nghia. Li thuyét nay da duoc dé xuat va phat
trién boi Wierzbicka (1972, 1980, 1991,
1992,1996) va céc dong nghiép ctia ba trong
hon ba thap ki qua.

Siu ngén nglr ngr nghia ty nhién bao
goém hai thanh té: tir vung va ct phap. Tu
g6c do tir vung, ba dé xuat 60 nhan tir ngit
nghia (semantic primitives) c6 tinh phd quat
cho moi ngdn ngti, tuong Ung voi nhiing tur
nguyén so (primes) von 1a chia khéa cho
viéc md ta nghia cua chiing.

Theo Anna Wierzbicka, nhimg dac diém
thlet yéu cua nhdn tor nglr nghia phai bao
gdm nhiing yéu t6 sau:

— Ching khong thé dugc dinh 15
(indefinable), nghia la ching c6 thé dugc
ding dé giai thich y nghia cta céc tir khac,
nhung ban than ching khong dugc tu dinh
nghia.

— Ching phai duoc chip nhan nhu la
nhiitng nhan t& nglt nghia, nghia & nho
chiing c6 thé trinh bay mét cich mach lac tat
ca nhitng nghia phtrc tap.

— Mot s6 nhan tir ¢6 thé dugce nhan biét
vé mat hinh vi (morphemes), mot s6 khdc lai
vé mit tir vi (lexeme).

Nhirng nhan tr ngit nghia (dugc viét hoa)
ma ba dé xudt (tai thoi diém nam 1997) la:

Substantives: I, YOU, SOMEONE/PERSON,

SOMETHING/THING, PEOPLE, BODY

Determiners: THIS, THE SAME, OTHER

Quantifiers: ONE, TWO, MANY/MUCH,
ALL, SOME

Attributes: GOOD, BAD, BIG, SMALL

Mental predicates: THINK, KNOW, WANT,
FEEL, SEE, HEAR

Speech: SAY, WORD, TRUE

Actions, events, and movement:
HAPPEN, MOVE

Existence: THERE IS, HAVE

Life and death: LIVE/ALIVE, DIE

DO,
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Logical concepts: NOT, MAYBE, CAN,
BECAUSE, IF, IF.. WOULD

Time: WHEN/TIME, BEFORE, AFTER, A
LONG TIME,

Space: A SHORT TIME, NOW, FOR SOME
TIME WHERE/PLACE, HERE, UNDER,
ABOVE, FAR, NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE, HERE

Intensifier, augmentor: VERY, MORE

Partonomy and Taxonomy: PART OF, KIND
OF

Similarity: LIKE

Table. Proposed semantic primitives
(Wiezbicka 1997: 26)

Hay xem xét mdt vai thi dy ma ba dung nhan
tir ngit nghia dé tudng giai nghia cua cdc tir chia
khoa. Chéng han:

1. mind

(a) one of two parts of a person (mot trong
hai phén ctia con ngudi)

(b) one cannot see it (ph?ln ma nguoi ta
khong thé nhin thiy né)

(c) because of this part, a person can think
and know (nhor phan nay ma con ngudi c6 thé
suy nghi va hiéu biét)

(Wierzbicka, 1992a: 45, line order added)

2.  heart4

(a) a part of a person (mot phﬁn cua con
nguoi)

(b) one cannot see it (nguodi ta khong thé nhin
thdy no)

(c) one can imagine that it is a part of a
person’s body (ngudi ta c6 thé tudng tuong ring
n6 12 mot phan cia co thé con ngudi)

[in the middle of the upper half of the body

(d) one can hear its movements] (con ngudi
6 thé nghe dugc sy chuyén dong ciia né & phan
giita bo phan phia trén cua co thé nguoi)

(e) because of this part, a person can feel
good things and bad things (nhd c6 phan nay,
con ngudi ¢6 thé cam nhan nhimng gi 1a tot dep
va nhitng didu x4u xa)

(f) because of this part, a person can feel
good things towards other people (nhd c6 bd
phan ndy, con ngudi ¢6 thé cam nhan nhiing
diéu tdt dep trude nhitng nguoi khac)

(Wierzbicka 1992a: 48, line order added)

N G

Theo ba, y niém ‘mind/ tinh than’ 12 mot
dac trung tinh cich cua van héa Anglo-
Saxon, chir khong phai ddi véi van héa Tay
Au néi chung (1992a: 43). Tuy nhién
“nhiing pham tru tdm Ii dan tc Anh thudng
bi dong héa 1a “Tay Au” (1992a: 40).

Y niém ‘heart/ tim’trong tiéng Anh dugc
xem nhu co quan cta cam xuc, khong phai
1a chd chira cta tat ca cam xiic ma chi 1a cic
cam xdc ‘t6t" hodc ‘xdu’ ma thdi. Ching
han: ‘His heart  was  full of
surprise/amazement/interest/ Long anh Ay
day sung sot/kinh ngac/ niém dam mé’
(1992a: 47).

Ciing theo Anna Wierzbicka, dé c6 thé
néi vé didu gi d6, chiing ta can nhiéu hon s6
lugng tir can c6, nghia 14 ching ta can toi
nhitng t6 hop tir c6 nghia. Vi thé, ba khong
chi dé cap dén nhitng phd niém tir vung, ma
con nghién ciru sdu hon vé van dé dugc ba
goi 14 “cii phdp phé qudt cua ¥ nghia”
(Unlversal Syntax of Meaning), ci phdp nay
c6 ddi tuong khao sat 12 nhiing to hop vén
do sy két hop cdc nhin ti ¥ niém
(conceptual primitives) phd quit tao nén
[Wierzbicka 1996:20].

Mot trong nhitng loi diém vé If thuyét ctia
Anna Wierzbicka ¢ diy la ba da st dung
mot trong nhitng ngdn ngit twong ddi don
gian trong viéc hién ngdn héa (khic xa voi
phuong phap tuong giai thong thudng trong
tir dién truyen thong c¢6 thé dich nhiing tir
chua biét niy bang nhiing tir chua biét
khac). Anna Wierzbicka cho rang c6 thé két
hop nhiing tir don gian ma ba dua ra, dé mod
ta nhitng y niém phiic tap; nhing tir d6 biéu
dat nhiing ¥ niém ma moi ngudi (ké ca tré
con) cling cé thé su dung va hiéu duoc.
Thyc vay, nhitng dinh nghia don gian cua ba
cho phép tat ca nguoi doc c¢6 thé thong hiéu
nhitng md ta ma khong can phai tra ciru tir
trong tir dién.
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Mit tich cuc khéc trong 1f thuyét ciia ba
1a si€éu ngdn nglr dugc dua ra khong phai 1a
nhin tao [dudi dang nhing chi t§ va nhiing
nét dac trung - (markereses and featureses),
von da duoc chimg minh 12 khong thé mé ta
nghia cta tr mét cach chinh x4c] ma Ia ngbn
ngit ty nhién, khong phai bang cich “dua
vao nhitng biét ngir chuyén mon hay dwa vao
nhitng moé hinh todn hoc va logic, cdi dwoc
cho la co so dan dén dn twong nghiém ngdt
khoa hoc, nhung mat khdc lai lam kho hiéu
hon thay vi phdi lam cho sdng sua nhiing
hién twong tw nhién nhiing van dé phai
nghién ciru” (Wierzbicka 1991:454)

Tuy nhién, can chd ¥ rang, nhu di dugc
chi ra bdi mot s6 hoc gia, tng dung Ii thuyét
vé siéu ngon ngit ngir nghia tw nhién cua
Anna Wierzbicka trong thyc té ciing c6 mat
han ché. Trudc hét, nhitng dinh nghia cho
nhitng ¥ niém con qud dai, c6 khi phai dung
t6i 10 cAu dé mé ta mot y niém. Phuong
phap nay 1 rang 1a khong kinh té va ba chua
cung cip du bang ching 1f do tai sao ngudi
ta lai phai ding nhitng mé ta dai nhu thé.
Thuc tai tdm Ii cia nhiing thudt ngir nay Ia
rat quan trong, dén ndi né dudng nhu ddi lic
la phi ton tai (non-existance) trong truong
hop nhitng dinh nghia dai dong nay.

Mot han ché khdc c6 thé théy trong su
khang dinh ctia Anna Wierzbicka rang, tat ca
céc ¥ niém, ké ca nhitng ¥ niém don gian, c6
thé duoc xdc dinh mot céch chinh xdc néu st
dung siéu ngon ngir ngir nghia ty nhién. Ba
con d& xuat rang ching ta c6 thé x4c dinh
chinh x4c nghia cua ca t nglt (cht khong
chi cdc y niém) béi vi tur 1a dai dién chinh
xdc cua nhitng y niém tri nhan. Tuy nhién,
thuc té ngdn ngit cho thdy rang, mot sb
nhing dinh nghia vé tr cia Anna
Wierzbicka 1a rat mo nhat. N6 ¢6 thé 1a toi
wu nhung ciing khé dé khing dinh ring
nghia & cap do tir vung theo cich chinh xéic

va sang t6 dugc. Cach nhin theo nguyén tu
luan nay dua ra gia thuyét 12 sy tri nhan cia
con ngudi ¢6 thé duoc rit gon vé cdc nhin
tir tr vung phd quit. Chang han xét trudng
hop cta ttr GOOD va BAD theo hudng nhan
tir ngit nghia ctia Anna Wierzbicka. Lam thé
nao chiing ta biét ring c6 nhitng nghia nhu
thé, nhu cdch ma ba d¢ xudt? Di nhién la
tinh da nghia (polysemy) khong thé giai
thich dugc boi vi né cung cap nhiing hién
ngon kiéu nhu: He is a bad person (Anh ta
la nguoi khéng tét); He is bad at Maths
(Anh ta gioi toan); We had bad weather this
morning (Sdng nay, ching toi da c6 thoi tiét
tdi t&.). Nhu vay, khﬁng dinh cua Anna
Wierzbicka vé viéc dinh nghia tu theo ciach
nay van chua dugc Ii giai mot cach thuyét
phuc. Ba cho rang thong qua phuong phap
(si€u ngdn ngit) cta ba, nhitng phong cich
giao tiép khdc nhau va nhiing chuan muc
twong tic x4 hoi khac nhau c6 thé duoc giai
thich, va ba c6 thé dua ra nhiing dinh nghia
chinh xdc vé nhiing giao tiép vin héa.

3. Két luan

Pit van dé tim hiéu ¥ tuong 1f thuyét do
Anna Wierzbicka khoi xudng, tic gia cua
bai viét khong nham di siu phan tich nhiing
mat tich cyc hay han ché cua I thuyét ma
chi gidi thiéu mot hudng nghién ctru méi, dé
trén co s& d6 ching ta c6 thé lién hé sang
tiéng Viét, tir d6 tim ra nhing tr khoa gitp
chiing ta thdy ro hon, hodc phét hién thém,
nhiing dac trung van hod va tri nhan cua
nguoi Viét thdng qua y nghia clia cic tu
khoa d6. Pay ciing chinh la hudng nghién
clru ma chiing t6i dang theo dudi hién nay
trong budc duong nghién clru ctia minh.
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TIENG ANH ...(tiép theo trang 42)

Trong thoi dai ngay nay, khi cong ngh¢
khoa hgc phat trién, c6 rat nhiéu cdc sich
gido khoa tiéng Anh, & cac hiéu sach, va ca
& trén mang internet. Nguon tri thic vo tan
nay cé thé gitip ban hoc tot tiéng Anh. Xin
moi ban hdy tan dung ching.

Ping 1a hoc tiéng Anh nghiém tdc that
lam cong phu vat va va phai kién tim. Phai
hoc, nghe, viét va doc, tao moi co hoi cé thé
dé thuc hanh trong hang ngay, hang tuan. D6
la con duong kh6 khan dai vo tan, nhung
cling diy thich thd. Sao ban lai khong thir
“dan than” vao con dudng hoc van day
chdng gai vat va nay xem sao? Cic cu da
day da c6 di sé tat phai dén ma.

Thay 101 két, téi xin néu Ién mot ciu
chuyén “nguoi that viéc that”. Trudong hop
em DS thi H.B. sinh vién tot nghiép nim
2009 h¢ chinh quy mot truong dai hoc tai Ha
Noi. Em H.B. nguoi da dugc toi giip do
tiéng Anh diing 2 budi rudi trudc khi di thi
tuyén cong chiic nha nudc vao mot bo cé tén
tudi trong nam 2009. Phan tiéng Anh, em da
dd 4 khoa trong cudc thi do mot hoi déng
tiéng Anh c6 uy tin kiém tra. Em chi ding
sau mot sinh vién da tung hoc & Anh hai
nam. Em H.B. da van dung tuyét voi nhitng
“chidu” toi gitip. D6 1a dic biét chd y dén ki
ning néi nhu: phat am chuin, cé trong
am, ngir di¢u, khong bé nhimg Am cudi va
phai néi theo cach cua ngwoi ban ngir
(Xin Iuu y thém em H.B. khi hoc dai hoc,
mon ngoai nglt chinh cua em khong phai la
tiéng Anh ma 1a tiéng Nga, tiéng Anh em chi
hoc hdi & truong phd thong! Sau nay tdi
duoc biét thém vai thang sau, em da dugc
b6 méi tuyén em cho di tu nghiép &
Australia). Tat nhién, ddy 1a mot sy trung
hop dep v6i triét 1i cia tdi “Phiic chii lgc
thay” vi hong phic cta nha em H.B. qud
16n, con t6i 1a ngudi duge “hudng 16¢”.

(Ban Bién tap nhan bai ngay 18-11-2010)



