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DAU PHAY VOI NGHiA CUA CAU
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COMMAS AND THE SENTENCE MEANING
IN VIETNAMESE AND ENGLISH
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Abstract: This paper discusses the role of commas in Vietnamese and English, and points
out that the sentence meaning can be changed if comma manifestations in the sentence are
changed. Also, the presence or absence of commas in a sentence helps the reader to understand
the writer’s intention expressed in the text easily, correctly; thus, the writer needs to be more

careful when using commas.
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1. Trong van viét, cac déu cau co vai tro
rat quan trong. Nho chiing, nguoi viét ¢ thé
dién dat cau 1o rang, trong sang va nguoi doc
hiéu nhanh chong, dé& dang. O mot sb truong
hop, dau cau c6 thé duoc dung dé phan biét
cic mdi quan hé cu phap, 1am rd nghia cho
cau. Ngoai co s& cu phap, dau cau con dya
vao co so ngir diéu ghi lai nglr di€u cua cau: ¢
day chu yeu la nhiing quéng ngit giong (chd
nghi) va sy Ién giong, xuéng giong trong 1oi
n6i. Chang han: “dau cham 1a chd nghi tuong
dbi dai va xudng giong, dau phay la chd nghi
tuong ddi ngan hon va thudong 1a hoi lén
giong, dau ngodc don dé ngudi nghe c6 thé
nhan ra d6 1a phan chém vao cau...Nhiing
yéu t6 khac cua ngir diéu nhu trong am 16
gich, am sic, cuong d6 giong nodi, sy phan
doan (& vi tri bét ki trong cau)... nhin chung
rat kho dugc biéu thi bang dau cau” [4 : tr.
25]. Pay ciing 1a mét trong nhitng 1i do 1a co
nhiéu cau khi viét thi mo hd nhung khi néi thi
khong.

Trong déu cau, déu phay cuc ki quan
trong. Dau phay gitip nguoi doc phan chia
cac y trong céu sao cho phu hop véi cau tric
nglr phap-nglr nghia ma nguoi viét mudn
truyén dat. Tuy nhién, c6 mot s6 truong hop

ngudi viét quén dat, dat thura hodc sai déu
phay, dan t6i nguoi doc hiéu sai ¥ nghia ctia
cau.

Bai viét ban vé vai tro ctia diu phdy trong
cau tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh, cho thay ngir
nghia cua cau bién d6i theo vi tri, sy hién
dién hay thiéu Véng dau phay trong cau; qua
do, giip nguoi viét (hoic nguoi hoc tiéng)
can trong hon khi sir dung dau phay, ciing
nhu gitip nguoi doc nhan biét dé dang, chinh
xac y dinh ctia nguoi viét thé hién qua vin
ban.

2. Diu phiy va ngir nghia ciia ciu trong
tiéng Viét

2.1. Chuyén vi diu phdy va ngiv nghia
clia cdu

Dau phay c6 tac dung lam rd cau tric ci
phép cua cau, chi ra ranh gidi gitra cac yéu td
clia tir, ngi¥, cf,... Trong vin néi, diu phay
thé hién ngir diéu 1én trén cau vin, cau tho; co
truong hop n6 khong chi 1a mot phuong tién
nglr phap, ma con la phuong tién dé bicu thi
nhiing sac thai Ve ngit nghia, vé tinh cam, thai
do6 cua nguoi viét. ‘Do vay, viéc van dung dau
phay, trong mot ) truong hop,cling phai linh
dong, uyén chuyén. Chang han, xét cic cu
tho sau:

(1) Nguweoi ra di dau khéng ngodnh lai
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Sau lung thém ndng ld roi day
(Pdt nurée - Nguyén Dinh Thi)

(2) Nita chirng xudn thodt gdy canh thién
hiong (Truyén Kiéu - Nguyén Du)

(3)Iroi mdy xanh nhat mau hu do

Dady xir mo mang, day xu tho...

(Diimg dung - T6 Hiru)

Vi du (1) 1a cau tho thudc loai tho mai,kha
tu do vé nhip. Khi tri nhan cau tho nay, tuy
cam nhan néng sau cua ngudi doc ma dich
chuyén chd ngung giong (tic “dau phay”)
trong cdu; va nhu vy cau tho c6 thé hiéu
theo hai cach: Sau lung thém nang, la roi ddy
hodc Sau lung thém, ndng ld roi ddy. Cach
hiéu thtr nhat thién vé nhip tho c6 dién 4/3.
Ta c6 thé hinh dung ra hinh anh “la roi trén
thém day nang”. Cach hiéu thir hai tao ra mot
v la, dugc xem la thi vi hon:“nflng roi va la
roi day thém”. Trong tho cé nhimng chit,
nhitng 101 nguoi doc co thé thém vao,co
thé“dién xudi” dé hiéu rd no, nhu sau:...
Nguwoi ra di dau khéng ngodnh lgi, va (van
hinh dung ra) sau lng (minh), (trén) thém
(nhitng ngdi nha yéu thuong & Ha Noi), ndng
(va) la roi ddy [3 : tr. 73].

O vi du (2 ), cdu tho khong c6 déu phay,
ngit giong nhu thé nao 1a ding va thi vi 1a ca
mot van dé. Hau hét moi nguoi déu cho rang
phai ngit theo dung ciu triic ngit phap - ngir
nghia, nhu sau: Nita chimg xudn/ thodt gdy
canh thién huwong. Tuy nhién, nha nghién clru
Pham Pan Qué (2009) thi cho rang phai ngat
giong theo nhip tho 3-1-4, v6i cach ngit cau
dut quang,dé cho ta cam tuong séng dong vé
cai chét dot ngdt cia Pam Tién khi dang con
xuan sac: Nita chimg xudn/ thodt/ gdy canh
thién huwong. Con Gido su Lé Tri Vién, trong
mot cudc hoi thao & Khoa Ngir van, Pai hoc
Su pham TP H6 Chi Minh, cho ring phai
ngit giong theo nhip tho méi dung; va, dé
minh hoa cho y kién ciia minh, Gido su di
ngdm nga:Nita chimng/ xudn thodt/gdy canh
/thién huong. Ai nghe ciing thay hay. [3 : tr
72].

Tuong ty, ¢ cau (3), ta khong o 1a nén
ngit giong (hay c6 thé dit “dau phay”) ¢ dau,
trude hay tu nhat.

Bay gio, dé lam rd nghia cho cau, ta gia
dinh dat thém diu phay vao cac cdu tho trén,
nhu sau: Sau lung, thém, ndng, la, roi d‘dy,
Nita chung xudn, thodt, gay canh zhzen huong.
Ta thiy cic cau tho nay trong rdi rim, nat
vun, tham chi con gay ti ‘nghia. R rang 1a so
v6i viée ngit giong thi ddy phay c6 phan han
ché hon trong v1ec lam 18 nghia cho cau.

Nghia cau “tuy bién” theo dau phay dugc

“van dung” nhiéu trong cic mau chuyén cuoi,
nhu sau:

(4) Me lam ca dém o nha mady dét. Ba
ngoai nhdn tin héi tham chdu: “Me c6 lam ca
dém khéng? Con ngii chiea?”. Cé bé nhdn
lai: “Me dd vao ca ba con ngd voi di”. Ba
ngogi doc xong hoang qud voi sang nha
chau. Pén noi thi thdy con ré dang & mot
minh, dita chau da sang nha di ngu. Hoa ra
c6 chau muén ndi “Me vao ca ba, con ngu
voi di” dwogce ba ngoai hiéu nham thanh: "Me
vao ca, ba con ngu voi di”.

(5) Ong Phan Céng néi doi vo' la ong da
c6 viéc lam thém budi t6i nén tam thoi khong
chung chan chung géi dwoc. Chang bao liu
ba vo biét ch&ng di ngu voi vo hai, ben di
thwa. Quan toa ra lénh cho Phan Cong:
“Ngul voi vo cd, khong dwoc ngu voi vo hai.
Nhung roi ba v cd lai di kién vi chong khong
thi hanh an lénh. Quan toa tirc gidgn dap ban
mdng bi cdo sao dam coi thuong phdp ludt,
va gia tang hinh phat, khong cho Phan Cong
ngu voi vo ndo nita. Phan Cong kéu oan,
trinh lén quan ban dan danh may, co chit ki
cia quan va dong moc dang hoang. Bdn dn
ghi: “Ngu vdi vo ca khong dwoc, ngu voi vo
hai”. Thiee ra ai ciing hiéu Y quan toa, nhung
thie ki toa da an héi 16 ciia Phan Cong, xé
dich cdi déu phcfy di “mét li” dé chuyén sai
di “mot dam”, dung hon la ddo lon an lénh.
Biit sa, éng toa hét cdi, Phan Céng cir y dn
ngu voi vo hai.
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2.2. Thiéu ving déu phdy va ngit nghia
ciia cdu

Trong nhiéu truong hop, thiéu diu phay,
nghia cta cu c6 thé sai, mo hd hodc khong
xac dinh dugc. Quan sat cac cau duogc dang
tai trén bao dudi day:

(6) Anh ta chay lai x6 ngd thang bé gidt
ddy chuyén ciia c¢é gdi.9

() True vai ngan nguoi voi 1é phuc trieu
dinh dumg trén san truoc cira Ngo Mon, toi
(Bdo Pai) doc sdc chi cudi cing ciia hoang
gia. (Nguyét san Bdo Qudn ddi Nhan ddn)"

(8) Hoi nghi sinh vién quéc té chong ché
do phat xit Chile ung ho Viét Nam. (Béo
Nhdn Dén, 21.11.75)"!

O céau (6), néu 1a “anh ta” 1a nguoi tdt,
khong phai cudp giat, thi can c6 dau phay
trude tir x6; con néu 1a “anh ta” 13 tén cudp
giat, thi can co ddu phay trudc tir gidgr. Con
khi doc cau (7), ching ta han thay lam la vi
su kién vai ngan nguoi mic 18 phyc tridu dinh
qua 14 hiém c6 trong lich sir. That ra khong
phai vay, chi c6 vua Bao Pai mic 1& phuc
tridu dinh - tac gia da viét thiéu dau phay sau
tir nguoi. O cau (8), ngudi doc dé 1am tudng
1a “ché d¢ phat xit Chile ung hé Viét
Nam”chtt khong phai 1a “Hoi nghi sinh vién
quoc té ing hé Viét Nam” nhu ¥ dinh cua
nguoi viét, d lam rd nghia nay, ta can dit
dau phay sau tir Chile.

Va nhu vay, sau khi dat thém dau phéy, ta
¢6 cac cau 10 nghia tuong Gng nhu sau:

(6a) Anh ta chay lai, x6 ngd thang bé gidt
ddy chuyén c6 gdi.

(6a) Anh ta chay lai x6 ngd thang bé, gidt
ddy chuyén ciia cé gdi.

(7a)Trueée vai ngan ngueoi,véi 1é phuc triéu
dinh dung trén san trudc cira Ngo Mon, toi ...

°Dan theo Lé Vin Bai, Hoang Xuan Tam, Bui TAt Twom
(1994), tr 70-71.

"°Bai “Vua Bao Pai lam ching” ctia Hb Tuén, Sw kién va
nhén chimg - Nguyét san Bdo Qudn dgi Nhan dan, s6 69,
thang 9/1999.

'"Dan theo Nguyén Dirc Dan (1992).

(8a) Hgi nghi sinh vién quoc té chong ché
do phat xit Chile, ung hé Viét Nam.

3. Dau phay va ngir nghia ciia ciu trong
tiéng Anh

3.1. Chuyén vi diu phdy va ngiv nghia
cia cdu

Tuong tu tiéng Viét, viéc thay d6i dau
phéy trong cau tiéng Anh c6 thé tao nén nghia
khac nhau cho cau. Xét cac vi du sau:

(92) A woman,without her man, is nothing.

(9b) A woman, without her, _man is
nothing.

(10a) Lawyers, give poor free legal advice.

(10b)  Lawyers give poor, free legal
advice.

Véi su chuyén vi nhe nhang ctia dau phay
ma ¥ nghia ciia cdu (9a) “Phu nit rat can dan
6ng” chuyén thanh “Pan ong rat can phy nit”
& cau (9b); dong thoi nghia cia cau (10a)
“Cac luat su (thuong) cho 16i khuyén mién
phi (nhung) kém chit lwong” chuyén thanh
“Céac luat su (thuong) cho nguodi nghéo 161
khuyén mién phi” & cau (10b).

Viéc chuyén vi dau phay c6 thé lam thay
d6i hoan toan ngir nghia ciia ciu, ¢6 thé ctru
sdng mot mang nguodi nhu cau chuyén dudi
day:

(11) Khéng biét cau chuyén sau cé thdt
hay khéng nhung né cho thay dwoe sirc manh
ciia dau phdy. Hodng hdu Czarina Maria
Fyodorovna ¢é lan da ciru séng mot nguoi
bang cach chuyén ddau phdy trong to' trat ma
cho"ng ba, hoang dé Alexander Il da ki. To
trat ra lénh d‘d‘y biét xir cho dén chét mét toi
pham & Siberia. Phia dieGi to trat vi hoang dé
viét: “Pardon  impossible, to be sent to
Siberia.” (Khéng thé tha bong, day di
Siberia). Maria Fyodorovna dd hodn chuyén
ddu phdy trong loi phé ciia chong ba nhu
sau: “Pardon, impossible to be sent to
Siberia.” (Tha béng, khéng thé day di
Siberia). Thé la t¢i pham dwoc tir do [8 - 62].

3.2. Thiéu ving diu phdy va ngit nghia
cua cdu
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3.2.1. Céu sai hodc mo hé do thiéu vcfng
ddu phdy

Trong nhiéu truong hop, do thiéu dau
phay ma cau bi sai hodc mo ho:

(12) A woman without her man is nothing.

(13) Let’s eat grandma.

(14) Rachael Ray finds inspiration in
cooking her family and her dog (Tails
Magazine, 10/2010)

Do thiéu dau phiy ma cau (12) 1a ciu mo
ho; cau (13) 1a cau sai (co nghia 1a “Nao,
chung ta hay an thit ba di”); cau (14) 1a cau
dugc dang trén to bia tap chi Tails va ciing la
cau sai (co nghia la “C6 Rachael Ray tim thy
niém himg tha trong viéc ndu nudng gia dinh
va con cho cua minh”).

Pé lam mat mo hd hodc chinh stra cau sai,
ta dat thém dau phay dé c6 cac ciu 16 nghia
tuong tng nhu sau:

(9a) A woman, without her man, is
nothing.

(9b) A woman, _without her, _man is
nothing.

(13a) Let’s eat, grandma. (“Ba oi,ching ta
an di, ba.”)

(14a) Rachael Ray finds inspiration in
cooking, her family, and her dog. (Tails
Magazine, 10/2010)

(“C6 Rachael Ray tim thay niém vui thi &
viéc ndu nudng, ¢ gia dinh va ¢ cha ché cua
minh”).

3.2.2. Cdu c6 nghia khdc nhau tuy thudc
vao sy vcfng mat hodc ¢é mdt ciia dau phcfy

Trong nhiéu hop, ta ciing thiy cau co
nghia khac nhau tuy vao sy ving mit hodc c6
mit ciia ddu phay. Quan sat vi du sau:

(15a) Don’’t stop! (Xin dung dung lai.)

(15b) Don 't, stop! (Xin dung lai.)

(16a) The cats,_ who ate the pizza, climbed
the ﬂowerpot

(Tat ca cac con méo (dang dé cdp dén)
déu tréo 1én chdu hoa)

2Din theo Nada Rendradjaja 9, 2013.

(16b) The cats who ate the pizza climbed
the flowerpot.

(Chi nhitng con meéo dan pizza mdoi tréo lén
chau hoa)

Chi thém mot diu phdy ma nghia cau
(15a) trai ngugc hoan toan vai cau (15b). Con
O cau (16a), who ate the pizza duoc phan
cach boi hai dau phiy, cho thiy né la cu
(clause) phu thudc, chi cho thém thong tin, ¢
thé lugc bo ma khong lam thay doi nghia
chinh yéu ciia cau (“viéc an pizza” 1a khong
thiét yéu). Trai lai, & cau (16b),who ate the
pizza duge viét lién, khong phan cach boi
dau phay, cho théy no 1a thiét yéu, néu luoc
b6 thi s& thay doi nghia cua cau: trong truong
h(rp ndy, nguoi viét mudn nhdn manh ring

“chi c¢6 nhling con méo an pizza mai tréo 1€n
chau hoa”.

Tuong tu:

(17a) My son, John, studies history.

(17b) My son John studies history.

O cau (17a), su hién hién cua dau ph?ly
cho thiy ngudi néi chi c6 mot dira con duy
nhét; con & cau (17b), sy thiéu ving diu phay
cho thdy ngudi néi ¢ hon mét dira con).

Viéc thém vao hay bot di mot dau phay co
thé 1am thay d6i ngir nghia cua ciu, va trong
nhiéu truong hop, nd ¢ “gia tri” rat cao, nhu
cau chuyén c6 that sau day vé dau phay tri gia
2,13 triéu dola:

(18) Theo nhat bao Globe and Mail &
Toronto (ngay 6/8/2008), mot dau phay thém
vao hop dong da giy ton hai cho cong ti
Rogers Communications Inc.(RCI)mot khoan
tién khong nho. Vao nim 2002, khi ki hop
dong v6i cong ti Aliant Inc. (AI), RCI nghi
rang hop dong nay s& kéo dai dén nam 2007
va c6 tiém ning gia han thém 5 nam nita. Vi
vay RCI rat ngac nhién khi dau nim 2005
nhan dugc thong bao cua Al 1a hop dong co
thé bi huy va tri gid hop dong ting lén rat
nhiéu - khoang 2,13 triéu d6la. Va RCI cang
ngac nhién hon khi luat su ¢ HoOi dong
Truyén thong va Truyén thanh - Truyén hinh
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Canada (CRTC) ung h¢ thong bao nay. Tt
ca van dé nam ¢ trang 7 cua hop dong, ghi
rang: “The agreement shall continue in force
for a period of five years from the date it is
made, and there after for successive five year
terms, unless and until terminated by one
year prior notice in writing by either party.”
(“Thoa thugn nay sé co hiéu lyc trong thoi
han 5 nam ké tir ngay ki, va sau do cho thoi
han 5 nam tiép theo, trir khi va cho dén khi c6
théng bdo két thiic bang vin bdn trudc mot
nam cua mot trong hai bén”). Y dinh cta
RCI khi ki hop dong 1a han ché viéc tang gia
thanh it nhat 1a 5 nam. Tuy nhién luat su cua
CRTC cho rﬁng hiéu luc thuc sy cua hop
dong khong tinh dén nhiing gi nam giira hai
dau phay trong cau trén. Dau phay tht hai
cho phép két thic hop dong bat ki luc nao,
khong can 1i do, mien la phai thong bao trude
mot nam. Van de nay duoc giai thich rit don
gian theo quy tic 4 cua Top four guidelines
Jor using commas eﬂectively d6 1a thanh
phan cau giira hai dau phay chi la phan thong
tin phy, khong thiét yéu cua cau, co thé luoc
bo. Néu khong co dau phiy thu hai sau tir
terms, viéc két thiic hop dong ap dung cho
nhitng ki han 5 nam tiép theo, va day la
nhitng gi ma cac luat su ciia RCI nghi khi ho
ki hop dong. Tuy nhién viéc thém vao dau
phay thir hai 1am cho ngit “and there after...
terms” dugc xem nhu 1a phan chém vao
(interruption), khong quan trong - cong ti Al
da loi dung diéu nay va khong doi dén hét

'3 Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications
Commission.
"“Principle 4: Use a pair of commas to set off words,
phrases, or clauses that interrupt a sentence:

“Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by
mankind.” (Rudyard Kipling)

“Literature is all, or mostly, about sex.”
Burgess)

But don't use commas to set off words that directly
affect the essential meaning of the sentence:

“Your manuscript is both good and original. But the
part that is good is not original, and the part that is original
is not good.” (Samuel Johnson)

(Anthony

thoi han 5 nam dau tién dé thong bao vé viée
gia tang tri gia hop dong.

3.2.3. Ddu phdy chuéi va ngit nghia cia
cau

Trong tiéng Anh, c6 mét loai déu phéy -
diu phiy chudi (serial comma/ Oxford
comma/ Harvard comma) - tao nén mét “cudc
chién” thuc su vi n6, tén nhiéu giéy muc
tranh ludn gitta hai truong phai ung hd va
phan d6i viéc dung dau phay nay. Pay la dau
phay duoc dat ngay trudc lién tir (thuong 1a
and, or, hodc nor) trong mot chudi tir liét ké
co s6 luong it nhat 14 ba; vi du mot danh sach
gom ba mau c6 thé duoc viét nhu sau “red,
white, and blue” (c6 dau phay chudi), hodc
nhu “red, white and blue” (khong cé dau
phay chudi). Trong tiéng Anh Mi, hau hét
moi ngudi c¢6 khuynh huéng st dung dau
phay chu01 nhung noé lai it dugc st dung
trong tleng Anh ciia ngudi Anh. Van dé tranh
luan vé dau phay nay 1a do n6 mang dic tinh
vira ¢6 thé giai quyét mo ho lai vira tao nén
mo ho [10].

(i) Truong hop lam mét mo hd

Dau phay chudi c6 thé giai quyét mo hod
trong nhiéu truong hop, quan sat cac cau sau:

(19) This book is dedicated to my parents,
Ayn Rand and God.

(20) My usual breakfast is coffee, bacon
and eggs and toast.

Cau (19) 1a 1oi dé tang trong mot quyén
sach, ¢6 su mo hd vé cha me cua tic gia, boi
vi Ayn Rand and God c6 thé 1a ngir dong vi
v&i my parents, dan dén viéc hiéu bd me cta
ngudi viét 1a Ayn Rand va God. Do vay, néu
dat dau phay chudi trudc tir andsé lam mat
mo ho. Con cau (20) khong 1d bacon va eggs
hoic 14 eggs va foast gan két v6i nhau. Viéc
thém dau phay chudi s& lam mat sy mo ho
nay: voi dau phay sau eggs, bira sang s& 1a: 1.
coffee, 2. bacon and eggs, 3. toast; vOi dau
phay sau bacon thi bira sang gdm:1. coffee,
2.bacon, 3.eggs and toast.

(i) Truong hop tao mo hd
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Nguoc lai, trong mot sd truong hop, du
phay chudi c6 thé tao mo hd nhu cac cau sau:

(21) This book is dedicated to my mother,
Ayn Rand, and God

O cau (21), diu phay chudi sau Ayn Rand
tao mo hd vé me cla nguoi viét vi n6 co thé
tao ra ngir dong vi, lam cau khong rd rang.
Cau co thé dé cap dén ba nguoi (1. my
mother, 2.Ayn Rand, 3. God) hodc chi c6 hai
nguoi (1. my mother- tén 1a Ayn Rand, 2.
God).

Néu khong c6 dau phay chudi, 10i dé ting
trén s€ 1a (21a) This book is dedicated to my
mother, Ayn Rand and God. Cau nay khong
mo ho va dé cap dén ba nguoi (1. my mother,
2. Ayn Rand, 3. God).

(i) Truong hop mo hd du ¢é st dung hay
khong str dung dau phay chudi

Trong nhiéu truong hop, viéc thém hay
b6t dau phiay chudi van khong giai quyét
duoc mo hd, nhu sau:

(22a) They went to Oregon with Betty, a
maid, and a cook.

(22b) They went to Oregon with Betty, a
maid and a cook.

Céu (22a) c6 dau phiy chudi nhung vin
mo ho boi vi ta khong rd a maid co dong vi
v6i Betty hay khong, hodc c6 thé 1a ba ngudi.
Mic khac, cau (22b) khong co déu phay
chudi nhung van mo ho bai vi Betty ¢6 thé 1a
a maid hoac a cook (a maid and a cook dugc
xem nhu 1a mot ngit dong vi voi tir Betty).

Vé déu phay chudi, c6 nhan dinh dang chi
y cua nha bao RichardClark (2007): “Téi
khong thich str dung dau phéy chudi nhung
khong thay phlen ha gi néu str dung né dé
lam mat mo h6” mac du “...6 Anh nhiéu
nguoi noi rang tha cht bo tay hQ con hon bao
ho sir dung dau phay chudi” [8: 62]. Nha bao
nay ciing ¢6 ¥ kién 1am rd van dé: Néu khong
st dung dau phay chudi, déi khi ching ta
cing gdp rdc roi. Chang han nhw cdu:
“These a the perfume of wisteria or a summer
lunch: any of these revived memories of an
easier time.” (Bién cd, mui hwong cdy ddu

tia, hodc mét bita trua hé: bt ki nhitng gi
nhw thé da lam séng lai nhitng ki niém mot
thoi thanh nhan thw thai). Néu loai bé ddiu
phdy chudi, cdu sé thay doi nghia “Bién cd,
mui huong cdy ddu tia_hodc mui huong cia
mot bita trwa hé: bdt ki...”.Ciing giong nhw
vdy, nhitng rdc roi ciing sé cho doi nhiing
nguwoi luén sir dung ddu phdy chudi. Chang
han, & ngit “toast, juice, hamandeggs” ... néu
“ham” va “egg” dwoc dung cung voi nhau
thi dau phdy chudi phai bé di [8 : 62].

Nhin chung, trong nhiéu truong hop, viée
ding hoic khong dung dau phay chudi 1a do
su ua thich ca nhan. Khi viét cho mot an
pham cu thé, nguoi viét phai theo huéng dan
cia nha xuat ban. Chang han The Chicago
manual  of  style, modern  language
association, American medical association d&
nghi nén sir dung dau phay chudi véi li do 1a
n6 1am mat mo hd va lam cho chudi don vi
duoc liét ké dé hiéu hon; nhung The
Associated press, New York Times, va The
Economist thi khong dong v véi 1i do 13 n6 co
thé gdy mo hd va thira. Vi vy c6 mot “nghich
1i” xay ra 1a The Oxford University press yéu
cau st dung dau phay chudi trong khi The
Oxford University PR department thi khong
[2].

4. Tom lai, dau phéy ¢6 thé dugc xem nhu
13 mot sy phan doan logic trong van viét
giong nhu sy phan doan trong van ndi.Ngoai
viéc lam rd nghia cho cau, nd con tao nén
phong cach ciia ngudi viét. Dau phay chi 1a
mot ki hiéu nho nhung c6 sttc manh 16n lao,
¢6 thé mang lai nhitng diéu tha vi, nhiing
nhiam 1dn “chét nguoi”, ciing nhu tao ra
nhiing tranh luan khong ngimg vé né.

Han 13 tit ca chiing ta déu biét st dung du
phay. Du vay, nhan dinh sau day cua Ernest
Gowers (1986) cling dang cho ta luu y: “Viée
str dung dau phay khong thé duoc hoc, dugce
hiéu bang quy tic. N6 khong chi 1a cach thyc
hanh thong thuong bién ddi tir giai doan nay
dén giai doan khac...Hon nita sy “ngung
nghi” ¢6 hai nhiém vu.
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Nhiém vy thir nhat cho thdy ciu triic cia cau
- nhiém vu “ngilt phap”. Nhiém vu thtr hai cho
thiy nét bong bay cua ngir nghia - nhiém vu
“tu t”. Ngoai ra, y kién cuia Richard Clark
cling dang dé chung ta suy ngim: “Ngit phap
giang day & nha truong thudng nhan manh
qua nhiéu dén nhiém vu ngir phap cua dau
phay... mic du t6i dong y rang quy tac ngit
phap rat quan trong, nhung dau phay la mot
truong hop ddc biét ma quy tic nay can duoc
uyén chuyén mot it, cho bay gio va mai
au...”’[8:61].
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“KHI NAO...”
- GIA PINH HAY HIEN THUC ?"
(tiép theo trang 28)
mot cau khi nao thi lai ¢6 tinh hién thuc cao
hon néu.

Nghia la, dudi goc do cia nguoi nghe, tinh
“hién thuc” giam dan tir ki (vd (24)), dén
“hién thuc yéu” vé6i khi nao (vd (25)) va cudi
cung 1a “gia dinh” v6i néu (vd (26)). Noi cach
khac, ba cach dién dat trén duong nhu tao thanh
mot chudi lién tuc tir hién thuc dén gia dinh (khi
- khi nao - néu).

C6 1§ day 1a mot dic diém cua tiéng Viét,
mot ngdn ngir khong co thire ngir phap, khac
voi mot s6 ngdn ngir nhu tiéng Anh ching han.

(Chii thich: Ciing can ndi thém, nhimg phan tich
trén danh cho nhiing sy viéc xay ra mot lan, con dbi
voi nhitng sy viéc xay ra nhiéu lan (thoi quen, chan
li hodc quy ludt) thi k#i, khi ndo va néu hoan toan co
thé thay thé cho nhau:

(1) a. Khi ranh, n6 doc sach ngay.

b. Khi nao ranh, né doc sach ngay.

¢. Néu ranh, n6 doc sach ngay.

(2) a. Khi nhiét do 1én dén 100 do, nude s& soi.

b. Khi nao nhiét d6 1én dén 100 do, nude s& soi.

c. Néu nhiét do 1én dén 100 do, nudc s& soi.)
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