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CACH BIEU D^T "TRlTdC/ SAU" 
TRONG TRI NIL4N THCH GIAN CUA TIENG VIET 
EXPRESSION OF "TRLTDC/ SAU" EST VIETNAMESE TEMPORAL COGNITION 

TRAN MINH VAN 
(ThS-NCS; D^i h^c Ngo^i ngir, DHQG Ha N$i) 

Abstract; Time in Vietnamese is often conceived as an entity that is expressed tlirough 
the use of the word "tnrdc", "sau". Through the metaphorical models, this article analyzes 
the cognitive characteristics of "tmdc", "sau" in determining the timing of Vietnamese, 
thereby making certain suggestion in the study of psychology, national culture that behind 
the language. 

K ^ words: temporal metaphor; spatial cognition; reference point. 

1. Khdng gian vk th&i gian ik hai ph^m 
tru ca bdn ciia khoa hpc tri nh|in. Ng6n ngi} 
hpc tri nh$n cho r9ng, kh6ng gian \k ishki 
ni$m CO b ^ nhdt, du<;TC dung dk bi^u thj 
nhthig khdi nî m kh^, d|ic bi$t \k nhOng 
khdi n i ^ trim tugmg, phiic t^p md ta khdng 
th^ trytc t i ^ cdm nh§n du(?c. Khoa hpc dd 
chung minh, con ngudi khi bdt d4u tiSp xuc 
vdi thS gidi, cdm nh$n v^ khdng gian duprc 
hinh thdnh trudc, sau dd mdi hlnh thdnh s\r 
nh^n biet ve thdi gian. 

Thdi gian dugc bieu thj thdng qua ia dv 
khdng gjan. Trong tieng Vi^t, dudng nhu 
mSi thdi di^m diu cd m^t "vj tri khdng 
gjan" nhdt djnh, cdc khdi ni§m thdi gian 
duprc bilu thi bS^g nhttng khdi ni§m thu0c 
phgm trCi khdng gian. Vi dy nhu trudc kia. 
sau ndy, ddu thdng, cuSi buoi, trudc mdt, 
gid ddy, ngdy ddi, dem sdu. gdn sdng dhn sii 
dvng cdc tir chi khdng gian trudc, sau, Ida. 
diu. cuoi. ddy, ddi. sdu, gdn,...Thin gian 
dupc vi nhu mpt th\rc the chuyin dpn^: 
Trudc mdt vi^c di mdi/ Tren ddu gid din rdi 
(Mdn Gidc thiln su). Tir g6c dp tri n h ^ 
thdi gian thudng chl cd mOt chiiu. Id chiiu 
ddi (khdng cd chiiu r^ng vd chiiu cao), thdi 
gian cQng khdng d6i xiing, chi cd m^t 
hudng, nfin chii ylu dimg quan h§ khdng 
gian ^vdc - sau dl bilu thi (khong diing 
phdi. trdi). 

2. Theo nhu Lakoff, "thdi gian Id chuyin 
dpng", tiic Id thdi gian duprc ^ ni§m hod 
bdng phgm tni cua khdng gian. Cd thl hinh 
dung thdi gian nhu tCmg dprt gid ddi bat tgn 
trong khdng gian trudc m§t vd thli nguprc vl 
phia chung ta. Dprt tmdc qua di rli d^ sau 
lgi tdi, rli ldn lirpt nhthig dpt sau n i^ nhu 
timg thdi khdc ciia tuong lai cii tilp c$n ddn 
tdi chung ta. Khi chung thoi qua ta thl chting 
trd thdnh qud khii vd tiii xa mdi sau lung ta 
vgy. Vd ciing c6 liic ngudi ta khdng "diing 
y6n" d hi$n tgi dl quan sdt con gid thdi gian, 
ddi liic ngudi ta 'Hiln budc" tdi tuong lai, 
ciing cd khi hp quay ddu muln **trd ve" qud 
khii. Phdi chdng vi v$y md khi dting d vi tri 
ciia hp, trong m$t tiinh huing nhdt dinh, m$t 
thdi diem ndo dd dii vdi hp cd thl ndm d 
trtr&c ho§c sau7 

Trong tilng Vi§t, ta van thudng diing cdc 
tir tnrdc, sau dl bilu thi thdi gian nhu trudc 
day, hom trudc. din trudc, tuang lai phia 
tnrdc, sau ndy, hdm sau, din sau, tuang lai 
sau ndy,... d ddy ta nh|ln thdy rdng, tuang 
lai phia trudc vd tuang lai sau ndy m$c dii 
ndm d hai mien khdng gian khdc nhau tren 
bieu hipn ngdn ngft nhung ciing dm chi mpt 
khdi nipm vl thdi gian idiu nhau, trudc vd 
sau phdi chdng deu cd thl bilu thi ciing mpt 
y nghia. Id tuong lai ho$c qud khur? Ta thu 
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ding t i gic dp ngon ngi hpc tri n h ^ dl II 
giii hign tupng tren 

Mo hmh an dg thW gian trong tifog Anh 
cia Lakoff chia lim hai truing hpp: truing 
hpp thdi gian chuyen dOng, nguii quan sit 
ding yen tgi cho vi truong hpp ngudi' quan 
sit chuyin dgng trong thii gian. Giong nhu 
trong tilng Vi§t c6 sang xudn vi xuin sang, 
xudn 6 diy Ii vj tri thoi gian mi ta c6 the 
budc vio hojlc xuin c6 the bu6c din ching 
ta. Trong ci hai thih huing niy, ngudi quan 
sit diu hudng mjit vl tucmg lai, quay lung 
lgi vdi qui khi. 

OuilM mtii Twnglai 

0 
LHI Lit) uwi {L^r*>«ki phi phi 

Mo hinh L Tlidi gian chuyin ddng 
(Moving - time metaplwr) 

Quitti» H^tf) TiKrrgM 

M6 hinh 2. Ngirdi quan sdt chuyin d0ng 
(Moving - ego metaphor 

Md hinh ndy gidi thich cho phuong ititic 
bilu dgt tuong lai bdng cdch d$t tuong lai 
trong khdng gian tmdc m$t ngudi quan sdt, 

nhu cdch ndi twmg lai phia trudc. con 
dudng. trudc mdt, mqi thit cdn dphia trudc, 
m^tc tiiu phia tnrdc, ngugrc lgi qud khut dupc 
d$t Uong khdng gian sau lung, vi v§y cd 
cdch ndi nhin lgi ljch sit, qtUQ' trd lgi qud 
khic. quay vi tudi tha, ndm ngodi (ngodi ddu 
nhin lgi). Nhu vgy, diing giCte ddng chdy 
thdi gian, d trgng thdi tvt nhidn m$c dinh, ta 
cd xu hudng nhln vl tuong lai, quay lung lgi 
vdi qud khii, muln tilp c|n vdi qud khA, ta 
phdi *'quay ddu lgi, quay trd Igi". 

Tuy nhien, trong cdc tir ng{i chi thdi gian 
ciia tilng Vi^t, nhihig thdi dilm trong tuong 
lai lgi chii ylu duĉ c bilu tiii bdi sau, nhu sau 
ngy. sau do, sau cung hom sau, mai sau. ve 
sau, ngdy sau, tit sou, nhthig thdi dilm trong 
qud khii chii ylu duprc bilu thj bdi trutk, 
iihu trudc kia, tnrdc d^, trudc nay. trudc 
dd, hom trudc, ngdy trudc. tit trudc, dilu 
ndy li|u cd mdu thuin vdi md hlnh tri nh§n 
thdi gian n6u trdn? Thvtc tl khi xde djnh vj 
tri khdng gian ciia dii tupng ndo dd, ngodi 
vi$c c9n cd vdo vi tri ngudi quan sdt, cdn 
phdi cdn cii vdo dilm tham chiiu. Xde dinh 
'*vi tri khdng gian" cho mpt thdi dilm cui^ 
v$y, cd liic dilm tham chiiu Id ngudi quan 
sdt, cd liic dilm tham chiiu Id m$t th\rc thl 
khdc, vd trong trudng hpp ndy dilm tham 
chiiu thudng chfnh Id '*th\rc thl" thdi gian. 
Moi quan h$ thdi gian tn^c, sau khdng phdi 
liic ndo ciing duprc xde dinh tir gde d$ ngudi 
quan sdt. Ddi khi vi tri ngudi quaii sdt khdng 
cd vai trd ^ trong mli tuong quan gifta cdc 
thdi diem. Bdn thdn thdi gian tu phdn chia 
thli tv tmdc sau, ddng chdy thdi gian gjlng 
nhu mpt ehuoi ddi lidn tvc cdc thdi dilm 
"noi dudi" nhau chuyin ddng khdng ngiing 
theo mpt hudng. Th^ dilm din sdm hon thl 
"diing tmdc", thdi dilm din mu^n hon thi 
"diing sau", giong nhu xIp hdng v$y. 
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Md hinh bieu thj quan h$ khdng gian ngi 
tgi cia thfic Ihi thai gian 

Theo nhu mo hinh trta thi cic thdi dilm 
1, thdi dilm 2 cho den thdi dilm S dupc sip 
xIp theo thi tv 1^ lupt t i trade den sau, 
thdi diem 2 din mu$n hon n6n ding "sau 
lung" thdi dilm 1, thdi dilm 3 s6 ding phfa 
tiudc thdi dilm 4... Nhing quan h^ khdng 
gian cila cic thdi dilm niy khong phg thu$c 
vio vj tri ngudi quan sit. Dilu niy giii thich 
cho cic t i sau ndy, trudc day. Ndy, day lim 
dilm tham ehilu vi Ii thdi dilm hi^n tgi, 
den sdm hon thdi dilm hien tgi Ii thdi dilm 
qui khi, cho n6n nd dupc xIp ding trudc, 
cin tuang lai din mu$n hon thdi diem /»y« 
tgi n€n dupc xIp ding sau. Dilm tham chiiu 
khic nhau sg cho ra nhihig cich bilu dgt 
khic nhau vl mJt ngdn ngi, doi khi li trii 
ngupc. Vi dg: 

a. Hdm trudc tdi gdp anh... (qui khi) 
b. Nhirng dft dinh vdn cdn dang d phia 

trudc. (tuong lai) 
c. Tudn sau anh ta di du hgc. (tuong Iai) 
d. Thdi gian dep dS da liii Igi ddm sau. 

(qui khi) 
VI dg b, d thl tuong lai d hudc mJt, qui 

khi d sau lung ngudi quan sit, vi dg a, c thl 
hrong lai lgi d sau, qui khi d ttudc. VI ttong 
vl dg b, d, thdi dilm dupc ndi din cd vj tri 
khdng gian dupc xic djnh cin c i vio dilm 
tham chieu chfnh li ngudi quan sit; trong vi 
dg a, c dilm tham chiiu khdng phii Ii ngudi 
quan sit mi 14 bin thin thgc thl thdi gian; 
trong vf dg a hdm tnrdc cd dilm tham chiiu 
Ii hdm nay; trong vf dg b tudn sau cd dilm 

tham chllu li tuin ndy. Nlu diem tham 
chieu xuat hi^n m$t cich rd ring thl ching 
ta cing dl ding 11 giii logic khdng gian 
ttong t4t tvr thdi gian, nhu cich ndi mia 
tiing trudc (dilm tham ehilu Ii hi|n tgi), 
sau rim (dilm tham chiiu li ngiy rim) vi vj 
tri thdi gian nhu v$y diu khdng phg thu$c 
vio hudng nhln cia ngudi quan sit. Ti^t tv 
thdi gian tnrdc, sau dupc f iii$m hoi trgn co 
sd kinh nghidm trong cu0c sing thudng 
ngiy cia con ngudi, gin vdi hogt d^ng xkp 
hing, ngudi din sdm hon ta thi ding trade 
ta, ngudi din muOn hon ta thi ding sau ta, 
ddng thdi gian cung dupc lien h$ nhu mOt 
ddng ngudi ding xIp hing vjly. 

Dilm tham chieu di quylt djnh tuang Iai 
phia tnrdc vi tucmg Iai sau ndy diu bieu thj 
cing mdt •} nî m thdi gian li tirong Iai, m|c 
di ttSn phuong dign ngdn ngi, tnrdc vi sau 
li hai t i ttii nglua, chl nhChig phuong hudng 
doi lgp nhau. 

Tuy nhita trong tieng Vi$t ddi khi rit khd 
phin bigt dilm tham chllu Ii ngudi quan sit 
hay li mdt thdi dilm eg thl, vi cd khi ching 
tting ISp nhau. Khi ngudi quan sit vi mOt 
thdi dilm tren thgc the thdi gian cing lim 
dilm tham^ chieu, ta cd thl hlnh ding trudng 
hpp niy bing so dl nhir sau: 

Trong tilng Vi$t cd cic cich diln dgt 
nhusau: 
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e. Cdc thi h$ di trudc (chi ngudi d qud 
khur) 

g. Trudc toi dd co nguoi ldm no rdi (chi 
ngudi d qud khii) 

h. Tnrdc khdng thdy ngu&i xua (chi 
ngudi d qud khit), sau khdng gdp ki sdp din 
(chi ngudi d tuong lai) 

VSn theo logic ciia v i ^ xIp hdng, thdi 
dilm hay ngudi din sdm hon, dgi di$n cho 
qud khii dupc d$t len trudc mdt, vd ngupc 
lgi nhflng thdi dilm ho$c ngudi den mudn 
hon, dgi dipn cho tuong lai thi diing sau 
lung. Hudng tri n h ^ thdi gian ndy trdi 
ngupc vdi md hinh an dy thdi gian trong 
tieng Anh neu Uen cua Lakoff, hay ndi cdch 
khdc, ngudi quan sdt dd quay ddu nhln vl 
qud khft. NIU ta van quen coi thdi gian Id 
mOt thvc thl trong khdng gian, thl vipc vi tri 
vd phuong hudng ciia nd thay doi trong 
tuong quan vdi ngudi quan sdt Id dilu de 
hilu, nhat Id khi d$c dilm tri nh§n trong mdt 
ngdn ngft phv thupe nhieu vdo yeu to vdn 
hod. Ngudi Vipt ludn ddnh vi tri diing tmdc 
cho nhftng bgc tiln boi, tien nhan trong spfi 
ddy gdn ket gifta cdc the hp. Moi ngudi deu 
Id m$t thdnh vidn cua ddng ngudi noi tilp 
cdc thl h$, gdn kit vdi nhau bdi mpt myc 
tieu, mdt tu tudng, mdt hudng di nhdt dinh, 
vd thl h$ sau nli tiep thl hp tmdc dk hodn 
thdnh. Chinh vl tdm li dy md nhieu khi ngudi 
Vipt coi con dudng phia tmdc chinh Id vipc 
thirc hi^n nhftng tam nguypn cfta cha dng. 
C6 is thdi dp silng bdi t l tien, tdn trpng 
ngudi gid, trpng kinh nghidm, tuoi tdc, thft 
b ^ dd Cling CO thdm tu duy hudng vl qud 
khft, hudng vl tmyln thing trong tilng Vi^t.-

3. Tru&c, sau von Id khdi nipm chi khdng 
gian, duprc dn dv hod nhdm li gidi nhftng 
khdi ni|m vl thdi gian. Cdch xde dinh *\\ tri 
khdng gian" cho thdi gian ciia tilng Vi|t 
dupc thl hipn rdt linh hogt, cd khi duprc tham 

chiiu theo tv thdn "thvc thl" thdi gian, c6 
khi dupc tham ehilu theo vi tri ngudi quan 
sdt vd cung c6 khi phdi dva vdo cd hai dilm 
tham chiiu. Trudc, jow Id hai tft trdi nghia, 
chl nhftng phuong hudng dii l$p nhau 
nhung ddi khi lgi di&i td cftng mdt -y nipm 
thdi gian, vd ciing cd khi cftng mpt tft nhung 
cd thl bilu dgt nhftng phuong hudng tbdi 
gian trdi nguprc nhau. Th§t khd dl H gidi dieu 
ndy nlu khdng dftng d gde dd ngdn ngft hpc 
tri nh^. Thong qua vipc phdn tich cdch tri 
nhgn thdi gian trong tieng Vipt (ciing nhthig 
khdc bipt so vdi md hinh tri nhgn thdi gian 
ciia tilng Anh), chftng ta cdng n h ^ thdy n6t 
phong phu da dgng cua ngdn ngft trong vi^ 
md td thl gidi, nd ding thdi phdn dnh nhfhig 
d$c tnmg vdn hod, tdm If rat rieng cfta mli 
ddn tpc, dieu ndy cd f nghia hit sftc quan 
trpng trong nghidn cftu d$c tnmg ngdn ngft, 
d$c bi$t Id dua ra nhieu gpri md trong nghiSn 
cftu dii ehilu tri nhgn. 
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