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CACH BIEU PAT “TRUGC/ SAU”

TRONG TRI NHAN THOI GIAN CUA TIENG VIET
EXPRESSION OF “TRUGC/ SAU” IN VIETNAMESE TEMPORAL COGNITION

TRAN MINH VAN
(ThS-NCS; Dai hoc Ngogi ngit, DHQG Ha Ngi)

Abstract: Time in Vietnamese is often conceived as an entity that is expressed through
the use of the word “truéc”, "sau”. Through the metaphorical models, this article analyzes
the cognitive characteristics of "trude", "sau” in determining the timing of Vietnamese,
thereby making certain suggestion in the study of psychology, national culture that behind

the language.

Key words: temporal metaphor; spatial cognition; reference point.

1. Khong gian va théi gian 13 hai pham
trd ¢o ban ctia khoa hoe tri nhén. Ngon agiy
hoc tri nhin cho ring, khong gian 12 khai
ni¢m co ban nhit, dwge ding dé bidu thi
nhitng kbAi niém khéc, dfc biét 13 nhing
khai ni§m trir tegng, phic tap ma ta khéng
thé tryc tiép cam nhén dugc. Khoa hoc di
chimg minh, con ngudi khi bt dau tidp xac
véi thé gi6i, cdm nhén v& khéng gian duge
hinh thanh trede, sau 46 méi hinh thanh sy
nhn biét v thi gian.

Thoi gian duge biéu thi thong qua n du
khdng gian. Trong tiéng Viét, dwémg nhu
mbi thdi diém déu c6 mt “vi t khéng
gian™ nhét dinh, cic kbdi niém thoi gian
duoe bidu thi bing nhitng khai niém thufe
pham tri khéng gian. Vi dy nhu trude ka,
sau ndy, ddu thing, cubi bubi, trudc mdt,
gio déy, ngay dii, dém sdu, gan sdng déu sir
dyng céc tir chi khéng gian frudc, sau, ka,
ddu, cudi, ddy, dai, séu, gﬁn,..,Thb’i gian
duge vi nhue mét thue th ghuyén 96"5:
Trudc mdt vice di mai/ Trén dau gia dén roi
(Min Gidc thin sw). Tir géc 4 tri nhin,
théi gian thudmg chi cé mét chif-u, 12 chidu
dai (khéng c6 chidu rfng va chidu cao), thoi
gian ciing khéng d6i ximg, chi c6 mot
huémg, nén chid yéu dimg quan h§ khéng
gian trudc - sau dé bidu thj (khéng ding
phdi, trdi).

2. Theo nhu Lakoff, “thdi gian 14 chuyén
déng”, tic 1% thdi gian dugc ¥ niém hod
bing pham trd ciia khong gian, C6 thé hinh
dung thdi gian nhvr timg dot gi6 dai bat tan
trong khéng gian trrée mit va thdi ngugc vé
phia ching ta. Dot trnrée qua di rdi det sau
lai 6, rdi l4n Lugt nhimg dot sau nita, nhw
timg thdi khic clia twong lai cit tiép cén din
1 chiing ta. Khi ching théi qua ta thi ching
trér thanh qua khir va i xa méi sau lung ta
viy. Va cling ¢6 lic ngudi ta khéng “dimg
yén” & hién tai 4 quan sat con gi6 thoi gian,
461 Yae ngudi ta “tién budc” 161 twong lai,
ciing c6 khi hp quay diu muén “to v&” qua
khir. Phai ching vi vy ma khi dtmg & vj tri
cia ho, trong mdt tinh huéng nbét dinh, mét
thdi diém ndo 46 d5i v6i ho cb thé nim &
trude holic sau?

Trong tiéng Viét, ta vin thudmg ding cac
tix frisde, sau d€ bidu thi thei gian nhuir frude
day, hom trude, dén trudc, twong lai phia
triede, sau ndy, hom sau, dén sau, neomg lai
sau ndy... O &8y ta nhin thiy ring, fuong
lai phia truéc va twong lai sau ndy mic du
ndm ¢ hai min khéng gian khac nhau trén
biéu hién ngbn ngtr nhumg cing ém chi mot
khai niém vé thoi gian nhu nhau, frude va
sau phai chiing du c6 thé bidu thi cimg mit
y nghia, 12 tuong lai hojic qud khir? Ta thi
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dimg tir gbc 49 ngbén ngit hoc tri nhin 48 1i
gidi hi¢n tugng trén.

M& hinh &n dy thoi gian trong tiéng Anh
ciia Lakoff chia lam hai trudng hop: trudng
hop thi gian chuyén dgng, ngudi quan sét
dimg yén tai chd va trudmg hop ngudi quan
sit chuyén dong trong thdi gian. Gibng nhu
trong tiéng Viét c6 sang xudn va xudn sang,
xudn & day 13 vi ti thoi gian ma ta c6 thé
budc vao hodc xudn cb thé bude dén ching
ta. Trong ca hai tinh hubng ndy, ngudi quan
sét déu huéng mit vé trong lai, quay g
lai véi qué khit.

Qg Hénta Tuong ki

i

M6 kinkh 1. Thoi gign chuyén déng
(Moving - time metaphor)

g

Sas o

M6 hinh 2. Nguoi quan sdt chuyén déng
(Moving - ego metaphor

Mb hinh ndy gii thich cho phuong thirc
bifu dat twong lai biing cdch dit trong lai
trong khéng gian trrdc miit ngudi quan sét,

nhu chch néi mwomg lai phia trudc, con
dueimg.trucc mdi, moi thir con & phia trude,
muc tiéu phia trirée, nguge lai quéa khir duge
dit wong khong gian sau lung, vi vgy cb
céch n6i nhin lai lich s, quay tré lgi qud
kit quay vé tubi the, nim ngodi (ngodi diu
phin [ai). Nhur vdy, dimg gitta dong chiy
thoi gian, & trang théi ty nhién mijc dinh, ta
6 xu huéng nhin vé trong lai, quay lung lgi
vi qué khir, mubn tiép cdn véi qua khi, ta
phii “quay diu lai, quay tré 1ai”.

Tuy nhién, trong céc tir nglt chi théi gian
ciia tiéng Viét, nhitmg thei diém trong tuong
1ai lai chit yéu dugc biéu thi bdi sau, nhy sau
ndy, sau dé, sau cimg, hém saw, mai sau, vé
sau, ngdy sau, hir sau, nhitng thori diém trong
qua khir chit yéu dugc bidu thi bdi mede,
nhv tricde Mo, trube ddy, trude nay, triude
d6, hom trude, ngdy trude, tir trudc, dibu
ndy ligu ¢6 mév thufn v6i mo hich tri nhin
thdi gian néu trén? Thye 8 khi xéc dinh vi
trf khdng gian clia d5i tugmg ndo d6, ngodi
viéc cin cir vao vi tri ngudi quan sét, con
phai ciin cfr vio diém tham chifu. Xéc dinh
“vi trl khéng gian” cho mjt thir diém ciing
viy, c6 hic diém tham chifu 12 ngudi quan
sht, c6 lic diém tham chiéu 13 mot thyc thé
khéc, vA trong trudmg hop ndy didm tham
chiéu thudmg chinh 13 “thyc thd” thivi gian.
Mbi quan hé thdi gian trwde, sau khong phai
lic ndo cling duge xdc dinh tr goc 49 ngudi
quan sét, D5i khi vj trl ngudi quan sat khong
6 vai trd gl trong mbi tuong quan gitta cdc
thdi diém. Ban thén thdi gian ty phin chia
thir tg trude sau, dong chdy thiri gian gibng
nhw mot chudi dai lién tuc céc thei diém
“néi dudi” nhau chuyén dfng khong ngimg
theo mét huémg. Thoi diém dén sém hon thl
“dtmg truoc”, thii didm dén mudn hon thi
“$img sau”, giéng nhu xép hing viy.
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Qud i Hitnta Teong

M5 hinh biu thi quan hé khong gian ngt
tai ciia thyee thé thei gian

Theo nhu md hinh trén thi c4c thoi diém
1, thori diém 2 cho dén thoi dim 5 duge sip
xép theo thir ty lAn lugt tir trude dén sau,
thoi diém 2 dén mudn hon nén dimg “sau
lung” thii diém 1, thei didm 3 s& dimg phia
truée thdi diém 4... Nhimg quan h$ khéng
glan cla c4c thoi didm nay khéng phy thude
vao vj trf ngun quan sat. Didu ndy giai thich
cho cic tir sau nay, trude ddy. Nay, day lam
diém tham chidu va 13 thdi diém hign 1ai,
dén sm hon thiri diém hign rgi 12 thi didm
qué khit, cho nén né duge xép dimg trude,
odn fwrong lai dén mubn hon théi diém hign
fgi nén dugc xép dimg sau. Diém tham chiéu
khéc nhau s& cho ra nhing céch bidu dat
khéc nhau v& mat ngdn ngit, dbi khi 1a trdi
nguge. Vi du:

a. Hom truce 165 gdp anh...  (qua khnd)

b. Nhimg di dink vdn con dang & phia
frude. (tuong lai)

c. Tudn sau anh ta & du hoc. (twong lai)

d. Thoi gian dep d¢ da lii lgi ddng sau.
(qué ki)

Vidub, d thi twong lei & tnrde miit, qué
khir & sau hung ngudi quan sét, vi dy a, ¢ thi
tuong lai lgi & sau, qua khir & trué‘c Vi trong
vi du b, d, théi diém duge néi dén c6 vi &
khéng gian dwoe x4c dinh cin cir vio didm
tham chiéu chinh 12 ngudi quan sét ; trong vi
dy &, ¢ diém tham chiéu khéng phai 12 ngudi
quan sit ma 12 ban thin thyc thé thai gian;
trong Vi du a #6m trizée c6 diém tham chifu
1a sém nay ; trong vi du b fudn sau c6 diém

tham chiéu 13 tudn ndy. Néu didm tham
chidu xuft hién mdt cdch 13 rang thi chiing
ta cang df ding i giai logic khéng gian
trong trfit tyr thoi gian, nhu cdch néi nga
tiéng trude (didm tham chiéu 13 hién tai),
sau rdm (diém tham chiéu 14 ngay tim) va vi
trf thési gian nhw vily ddu khong phy thudc
vdo huéng nhin ciia ngudi quan st. Trét fr
thoi gian treede, sau duge ¥ niém hoé trén co
s& kinh nghiém trong cudc séng thudmg
ngay cla con ngudi, gén véi hoat djng xép
hing, ngudi dén sém hon ta tht dimg trude
ta, ngudi dén mudn hon ta thi dimg sau ta,
dong thdi gian ciing dugc lién hé nhur mét
ddng ngudr dimg xép hang vay.

Diém tham chiéu d3 quyét dinh aeong lai
phia truée va twong lai sau nay d&u bidu thi
ciing mét ¥ niém thdi gian 1a neong lai, miic
di trén phuong dién ngbn ngft, frude va sau
12 hai tit tr4i nghia, chl nhimg phuong huéng
d6i 14p nhau,

Tuy nhién trong tiéng Viét doi khi rét khé
phin biét diém tham chiéu 12 nguéi quan st
hay 12 mgt thdi diém cy thé, vi c6 khi chang
tring 13p nhau. Khi ngudi quan sét va mét
thti diém trén thyo thé thdi gian cing lam
didm tham chiéu, ta c6 th hinh dimg tidng

U000

Trong tiéng Vit c6 cic cach didn dgt
nhu sau:
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e. Cdc thé hé di truée (chi ngudi & qua
khﬁ)

g Trudc 16i da cé ngudi ldm nd réi (chi
ngudi & qué khi)

h. Tnedc khéng thdy nguci xua (chx
ngudi & qud ki), sau khdng gdp ké sdp dén
(chi ngudi & tuong lai)

Vin theo logic ciia viéc xép hang, thdi
diém hay ngudi dén sém hon, dai dién cho
qué khir duge dfit 1én trwde mdt, va nguge
lai nhitg thdi didm hodic ngudi dén mudn
hon, dai dién cho tuong lai thl &mg sau
lung. Huéng tri nhin thdi gian ndy tréi
ngupc v6i mod hinh én dy thdi glan trong
tiéng Aoh néu trén ciia Lakoff, hay néi céch
khic, ngudi quan sat dd quay ddu nhin v&
qué khir. Néu ta van quen coi thii gian 1a
mt thye thé trong khéng gian, thl vige vj tri
va phrong huéng cia né thay ddi trong
tuong quan v6i ngudi quan sét 13 diéu d&
hiéu, nhit 13 khi dic diém tri nhin frong mft
ngdn ngi¥ phy thujc nhidu vio yéu t5 vin
hod. Ngudi Vigt luon danh V| trf ditng trude
cho nhﬁng bic tién béi, tidn nhan trong sqn
diy gin két gitra cic thé he. M3i nguén deu
1a mét thanh vién cia dong ngudi ndi tiép
cic thé h, gfn két véi nhau bdi mét myc
tidu, mbt tr tuémg, mét huong di nhét dinh,
va thé h¢ sau néi tiép thé hé trude dé hoan
thinh. Chinh vi tim If & ma nhiéu khi ngudi
Viét coi con dudmg phia trude chinh 12 viéc
thec hi¢n nhimg tim nguyén cua cha ong.
C6 Ig thai d§ sing bai t3 tién, ton trong
ngudi gid, trong kinh nghi¢m, wdi thc, thir
b&dﬂcungcothémtuduyhuéngvéquﬁ
khi, huémg v& truyen théng trong tiéng Vit~

3. Trudc, sau von 13 khéi niém chi khong
gian, duge An dy hoé nhim li gisi nhimg
khi niém v& thoi gian. Céch xéc dinh “vj trf
khéng gian” cho théi gian cda tiéng Viét
duge thé hién rit linh hoat, c6 khi dugc tham

chiéu theo ty théin “thyc thé” thoi gian, cb
khi duge tham chiéu theo vi tri ngudi quan
st va cling o6 kbi phai dya vao ca hai diém
tham chiéu. Trude, sau 1 hai tir tréi nghia,
chi nhimg phuong hwémg ¢6i lfp nhau
nhung déi khi lai din ta cdng mft y niém
thai gian, va cling ¢6 khi cing mit tir phung
c6 thé bidu dat nhing phuong hwémg thii
gian tréi nguoc nhau, Thit khé 88 If gial didu
ndy néu khéng dimg & gbée dd ngdn ngir hoc
tri nhin. Théng qua vigc phin tich cich tri
nhjn thi gian trong tiéng Viét (cing nhimg
khic biét so v6i md hinh tri nhin théi gian
ciia tiéng Anh), chiing ta cang nhin thiy nét
phong phii da dang clia ngdn ngfr trong vide
mé t4 thé gioi, n6 ddng thei phén 4nh nhiing
dic tnmg vin ho4, tim If rét riéng cia mdi
din tc, didu ndy c6 ¥ nghia hét sic quan
trong trong nghién ciu dic tnimg ngdn nglt,
d3c bidt 13 dua ra nhidu ggi md trong nghidn
ciru d8i chiéu td nhgn.
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