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BUOC DAU TiM HIEU Y NGHIA CUA TU “THAY” TRONG

TAC PHAM CUA NAM CAO
Lé Thi Binh'
TOM TAT
Tir géc do nghia, tir “thdy” trong tdc pham cia Nam Cao mang nhitng ndi dung, y
nghia khdc nhau. Tinh da nghia cia tir “thdy” hay hién twong dong dm khdc loai cua tir
“thcfy” duwoc Nam Cao van dung linh hoat trong viéc khai thdc nhitng khia canh tam ly khac
nhau ciia nhén vit trong tac pham.

Tw khéa: Tor “thdy”, nghia cia tir, tinh da nghia.

1. DAT VAN DE

Twr 1a don vi co ban cua ngon ngir. T dugc nghién ctru ¢ ca linh vuc Tur vung hoc
va Ngit phap hoc. V&i ngit phép chirc ndng, mdt khuynh hudng nghién ctru ngén ngt mai,
hién dai, tir (va cac don vi ngén ngir khac) dugc nghién ctru trén ca ba binh dién: ngir
phap, nglr nghia va nglr dung.

Trong thyc té sir dung, nhitng hién tugng vé tir nhu tir da nghia, tir dong am 1a nhiing
hién tuong thi vi cho thiy su phong phu, da dang cua tir tiéng Viét. Tir “thdy” 1a mot hién
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trong nhu vay. Tir “thdy” xudt hién kha nhiéu trong tac phim vin hoc (dic biét trong cac
sang tac ctia nha van Nam Cao - mot bac thay vé sir dung ngdn ngi) song, chua c6 cong
trinh ndo nghién ctru sau sac, doc 1ap vé hién twong ngdn ngir ndy.

Trong céc tac phdm ctia Nam Cao, bén canh cac hién tuong vé cau (nhu ciu co dé

ngi, cau ton tai), cac hién tugng vé tr (nhu st dung vai tan so cao cac hu tur “thi, 1a, ma”,
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sir dung tir xung hd...), tir “thay” xuat hién kha nhiéu ciing 1a mot dic diém gop phan lam

nén phong cach ngdn nglr ciia nha van qua viéc st dung tur.

2. NOI DUNG

Theo Tir dién tiéng Viét (Vién Ngon ngit hoc, GS. Hoang Phé chu bién), tir “thdy”
dugc giai thich nhu sau: “thiy dg 1. Nhan biét dugc bang mét nhin. Piéu mdt thdy tai
nghe. Nhin triede nhin sau, chang thdy ai. Tim chua thay. 2. (thuong dung sau mot s dg).
Nhan biét duoc bang gidc quan néi chung: Neiri thdy thom. N6i nhé qud, khéng nghe thay
gi. Thdy dong lién b6 chay. 3. Nhan ra dugc, biét duoc qua nhan thie. Thdy dwoc khuyét
diém. Phén tich cho thdy ré van dé. Thdy bé thdt tha, ai ciing mén. Tuw thdy minh sai. 4. C6
cam giac, cam thdy. Thdy vui. Thdy khé chiu trong nguoi” . Véi két qua khao sat bude dau

tir “thdy” trong tac pham ctia Nam Cao, budc dau ching t6i nhan dién mét sb ¥ nghia cia
nhu sau.
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2.1. “Thay” chi hoat dong nhin biét bing mit

DPbi v6i giac quan 1a mit, hoat dong vat 1y cua né dugc dién dat bang tir
“nhin/xem/tréng”. Khi dién dat bang tir “thiy” ¥ nghia da co su thay doi vé chat: chi su
nhan biét bat ngudn tir hoat dong “nhin/xem/trong” ctia mét. Boi thé, “thay” truéc hét gan
lién véi “mat” trong truong lién tudng ngir nghla viéc str dung tir “thdy” da ham y chi ddi
tuong 13 “mat”. Bi twong nay di tré thanh tién gia dinh bach khoa trong tu duy ctia ngudi
sir dung ngon ngit ma khong can phai xuat hién. Tham chi, néu xut hién thi sy dién dat s&
tré nén ngdy ngd. Trong tic pham ciia Nam Cao, “thdy” (hoat dong nhan biét bang mat)
xudt hién kha nhiéu. D6 c6 thé 1a “thA > mot dbi tuong nao d6. Vi du:

(1) M vo con, anh nhéch miéng cd guong mot cai cudi méo xéch... [11; tr.21]

(2) Va chiéu hom 4y khi thdy con ché & vuon thi chang gan nhu mimg r&. [11; tr.33]

Hay "thay" mét su viéc nao dé. Vi du:

(3) Va ho h_y Chi Phéo lan I6n dudi dat vira kéu vira lcfy manh chai cao vao mat.
[11; tr.38]

(4) Chung t6i dén nha hin thi thiy hdn dang nam thuon trén mét cdi giwong tre,
chiéu rach va ban. [11; tr.170]

(5) Chi thy tir dang xa, béng mét nguoi vic mét cdi khung ciri ngénh ngang chay
lai. [11; tr.209]

(6) Bita in ba quan thay hdn nhai bd moém ra ciing chwa nuot. [11; tr.388]

2.2. “Thay” chi nhan biét ndi tim

Tat ca cac cung bac cua cam xc, tat ca trang thai cua hoat dong noi tdm déu xuét
hién trong tac pham ctia Nam Cao. Nao 1a vui, buon, yéu, ghét, xét xa, an han, bon chon, lo
ldng, so sét, bure bdi hay tiéc, udt irc, nghen ngao... Tt "thdy" khi két hop véi cac dong tir
chi hoat dong noi tim ké trén mang nét nghia nhan biét noi tAm, tdm 1y cua chinh cha thé
mang ndi tim duogc noi dén trong ciu. Cac dong tir chi hoat dong ndi tim c6 thé ding ngay
sau tir “thdy” v&i cdu trac don gian (1 tir) hay phirc tap (1 cum tir). Vi du:

(7) Chon xong thi ciing thiy tiéc tién. [11; tr.145]

(8) Tur thiy so... [11; tr.316]

(9) Boi vi hin thiy can phai gip Tién. [11; tr.561]

(10) Han thiy vira vui vira buén. [11; tr.64]

(11) Du thay bon chéon va van vo thwong, hoi hdn hay 1a then. [11; tr.33]

(12) Hén thiy nhuc hon 1a thich, hubng hd lai so. [11; tr.65]

O céac vi du (10,11,12), tac gia da su dung cum tur gém nhiéu dong tr chi hoat dong
ndi tAm dé dién dat nhirng tdm trang dan xen, gidng xé.

Céac dong tir chi hoat dong ndi tAm ciing xuét hién cing voi tir dién ta tudng minh
trang thai: “long” tao thanh mot ménh dé. Ménh dé nay xuat hién ngay sau tir “thay”. Vi du:

(13) Anh thay long chua xét, nwéc mit ran ra hai bén ma 16m. [11; tr.23]

(14) Du thay long citng céi. [11; tr.33]
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(15) Nguoi ta thiy long thie théi, tri 6¢ thu théi... [11; tr.216]
(16) ... toi thiy long ndng triu va t6i sam lgi. [11; tr.218]

2.3. “Thay” chi hoat dong nhan biét sinh 1y

Tu “théy” dugc su dung trong viéc nhan biét mot hoat dong sinh ly don thuan.
Chang han, hai vi du sau noi vé cai “d6i” va cai “dau” nhu 1a trang thai ctia co thé ba l3o:

(17) Nhung ba 1o con thdy d6i [11; tr.274].

(18) Chi mét lac sau, ba da thay dau quin quéo, dau cudng cudng [11; tr.275].

Song, theo két qua khao sat, trong tac pham ciia Nam Cao, viéc dua ra nhin biét mot
hoat dong sinh 1y da s6 1a dé dién dat mot hoat dong tam ly. Do la:

Tam trang so hdi: TAm trang so hdi duoc dién dat bang hinh anh vat Iy “fodt mé
hoi”. Vi du:

(19) Chang thiy todt mé héi va nhat dinh khong giét con cho nira [11; tr.34].

Tam trang lo lang, héi hép: Tam trang lo lang, hdi hop duoc dién dat bang hinh anh
“tim ddp mau thon thét” hay hinh anh an du “tréng nguc ddp”. Vi du:

(20) T6i thdy fim ddp mau thon thot [11; tr.78].

(21) N6 da thiy tréng nguee ddp nhung 1am ra manh bao... [11; tr.383]

Tam trang buén chdn, chdn nan: TAm trang budn chan cta nhan vat duoc dién dat
bang nhing hinh anh miéng dding ngdt, ngwoi méi mét, tay chan roi ra... Vi du:

(22) Han bang khuang nhu tinh day, hin thiy miéng ddng ngdt, long mo hé buon.
[11; tr.62]

(23) Han thiy nguoi moi mét, tay chan roi rd [11; 142].

Tdam trang tic gign: Tam trang tic gidn dugc dién ta béng mot hoat dong sinh 1y c6
tinh biéu trung cao nhu vi du sau:

(24) Hén thiy mdu dwa 1én cé [11; tr.369].

2.4. “Thay” chi hoat dong danh gia

Panh gi4 1a bay to sy nhin nhan cta ban than dbi voi chinh minh hodc déi véi d6i
turong khéc tir nhitng gi minh quan sét, nhan thirc dugc. Boi vay, viée danh gia & ddy co thé
huéng t6i ban than (ty danh gia) va hudng t6i di twong khac, bén ngoai chu thé danh gia.

2.4.1. “Thdy” chi hoat déng tw ddanh gid bdn thén

Danh gia ban than 1 trudng hop ngudi néi ty danh gia minh. Nguoi ndi c6 thé ty danh
gia vé vé bé ngoai (danh gia hinh thirc) hodc ndi tAm bén trong (danh gia vé tinh than).

Pdnh gid vé hinh thirc

(25) Thay cai mit né khong coi duoc, thi gidu giém me giri nguoi ta mua gitm hop
sap vé dé boi. [11; tr.158]

Pdnh gid vé tinh thin

Danh gia vé vi thé, tim voc

(26) Va nghi thé, hin thay hin ciing oai. [11; tr.40]
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Trong vi du trén, nhan vt ty nhin nhan, danh gia vé tAm voc, vi thé oai oach cua ban
than du chi 12 huyén hoic.

Danh gia vé tinh cach

(27) Pién thay minh ich ky. [11; tr.127]

Danh gia vé su thay d6i, chuyén bién

(28) T6i thay chung t6i thay dbi. [11; tr.77]

Danh gi4 vé tng xir

(29) Anh thiy anh hy sinh v6 1y... [11; tr.92]

Nhén vat “anh” trong vi du trén ty danh gid minh da ing xt mot cach vo nghia.

(30) Han d6 mat 1én, hin thay hin d3 1am mot viéc qua budn cudi. [11; tr.244]

Nhan vat Han ¢ vi du trén vira ty danh gia minh vira to thai do ché trach ban than
ngd ngan.

Danh gia vé tinh dung - sai cia mot sy viée

Trong truong hop nay, chu thé danh gia dé cap dén tinh ding - sai cua mat sy viéce
ma minh c¢6 tham gia hoac tao ra no.

(31) Han thiy hin cb vuon 1a phai lim. [11; tr.201]

Danh gia trong sy so sanh

(32) Hin cuoi khanh khach, boi hin thiy han khong giéng anh chang dy. [11; tr.135]

2.4.2. “Thdy” chi hoat déng danh gia doi twong khdc

Danh gia khdi quat

Panh gia chung chung, khai quat 1a sy danh gia mang tinh chat tong thé, c6 thé tur
mot hanh dong, mdt trang thai, mot quan hé hay mot sy ng xur. Vi du:

(33) Chi Phéo dimg lai nhin, thay 130 ciing hay hay. [11; tr.54]

(34) Han thiy tat ca ngudi udng ruou déu hay hay. [11; tr.54]

(35) N6 thiy cai tro chim chudt nhau ciing hay hay. [11; tr.521]

Pdnh gid vé hinh thirc

Nhiing biéu hién vé ngoai hinh ciia nhan vat 13 tidu chi danh gia trong truong hop
nay. D6 c6 thé 14 hinh thé, dang vé hodc chi 1a mot nét nao do6 trén khudn mit. Vi du:

(36) Toi thiy chii gy go thé ma cr viét sudt ngay, t6i lo cho chii 1dm. [11; tr.213]

(37) N6 thiy cai mit ngdy ngay cta Dirc budn cudi qua. [11; tr.380]

(38) Sao tao thdy mit may luc nao ciing dam chiéu. [11; tr.523]

Pdnh gid vé tinh cach

Nhitng dic diém vé tinh cach cua con nguoi nhu that tha, d& dai, hién lanh & céc vi
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du sau xuét hién trong suy nghi ctia chu thé danh gia & chu ngir. Khi do, tir "thiy" mang y
nghia ctia mot dong tir biéu thi ¥ nghia danh gia. Vi du:

(39) Thy hén that tha, toi 4i ngai. [11; tr.169]

(40) Chung thdy Nhu d& dii, nén com thudng thudng c an thira... [11; tr.282]

(41) Thy la ngudi cling hién lanh, va nha lai kha giau, mu bang long. [11; tr.339]
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Pdnh gid vé pham chdt

Vi du:

(42) Va bay gid ngudi ta thiy vo hin rit chinh chuyén ma lai trung thanh. [11; tr.45]

(43) Nguoi dan ba dic hanh, thiy chau ba sao ma di thé! [11; tr.67]

(44) Han thiy vo hian khong té. [12; tr.63]

Pdnh gid vé kha ndng, sirc khoe

Vi du:

(45) Chua thay dtra vao dé nudi nhu thé dy! [11; tr.374]

(46) Thay hin lam khoe, ho thué han lam. [11; tr.377]

Pdnh gid vé trang thai

Mot sb biéu hién cu thé cua trang thai nhu thé trang (trang thai thé chét) hay thai do
(trang théi tinh than) dugc thé hién o trong cac vi du sau:

(47) Toi thdy no6 it 1au nay chdm chap va ngo ngan lam... [12; tr.74]

(48) Ba quan Thich thdy Pirc miy hom nay ludn ludn git gong. [11; tr.385]

(49) Hién théy thai d6 cua 6ng that la lung. [11; tr.523]

Pdnh gid vé img xir

Vi du:

(50) Nhung t6i ctr thiy n6 c6 vé thu ghét t6i 1am lam. [11; tr.172]

(51) Hin thiy ba bénh con dau. [11; tr.368]

(52) Han thay ba c¢6 ¥ khinh han 1a thang tham tuc. [11; tr.368]

(53) Thay ngudi ta nudng lai cang lam bo! [11; tr.486]

Pdnh gid vé tinh chat

(54) N6 thay nha té ngit ngo. [11; tr.484]

2.5. “Thay” chi sy cim nhin

Cam nh4n bao gém cam giac va nhan biét. Pay 1a su pha tron giira hoat dong noi
tam va 1i tri. N6 khong 10 rang 1a hoat dong noi tdm ciing khong 16 1a hoat dong li tinh. Boi
thé, phan cu thé héa sy cam nhan dugc dién dat bang tir “théy” duoc thé hién qua mot
ménh dé twong dbi hoan chinh.

Vi du:

(55) Tinh day, hin thay hin gia ma van c¢6 doc. [11; tr.62]

(56) Cai thdy n6 lam dir, budng tay no ra. [11; tr.486]

(57) Thay Hién van chua c6 vé nhé ra, y ndi toang toang ... [11; tr.526]

(58) Va hin chot thdy trong 6c mot chan trdi vira hé mé. [12; tr.29]

2.6. “Thay” chi két qua ciia mdt hoat dong

Ngoai y nghia biéu thi sy nhan biét béng mét nhu di noi & trén, “théy” con biéu thi
su nhan biét bang mot giac quan khac. Phong cach hoc goi 1a 4n du chuyén ddi cam giéc.
Thuec té, ciing can phan biét hai truong hop: (1) chi két qua cia mot hoat dong khi “thay”
di cung va bd sung ¥ nghia cho mét dong tir chi hoat dong “nghe thiy, tim thiy, ngiri
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thay, nhan thiy”; (2) hoan toan chuyén ddi theo 16i tu tir an dy khi khong két hop véi cac
dong tur khac.

Vi du (truong hop 1):

(59) K¢ thi bao hian di v6i cai Nhi; hian #im thiy thi lan lut dau ngoai tinh va ban
nhau cung di Sai Gon. [11; tr.389]

(60) Nguoi ta nghe thdy nhitng tiéng tho dai dbc 1én... [11; tr.261]

(61) Nhung hin chot nghe thiy tiéng cuoi trong va tiéng cudi cia mot ngudi con
gai. [11; tr.544]

Vi duy (truong hop 2):

(62) T6i & nha binh Tu vé duge mot Iac thi thay tiéng nhén nhao ¢ bén nha ldo Hac.
[11;tr.301]

(63) Dan chura tinh han ra, Dan di thiy nhiing tiéng ga gy rdt mong manh. .. [11; tr.345]

Dbi véi truong hop sau, “thdy” lai giit vai tro quan trong vé mit nghia boi nhitng
dong tir di trude (nhu tréng, nhin) co thé luge bé nhung khong luoc bo duoc “thiy”.

(64) Em t6i chang con tréng thdy mat toi bao gio. [11; tr.223]

(65) Han d4 tréng thay cai thang chong cua To r6i. [11; tr.241]

(66) Va dén lac trong thdy cai mat kha bi 6i ciia chong To, Han lai cang qua quyét
thém. [11; tr.242]

Ngoai ra, “thdy” trong cac trudng hop sau dugc st dung véi tu cach 1a mot pho tir
mang ¥ nghia chi két qua ctia mot hoat dong khac va dé dang thay “thdy” bang “ra/ dugc”.

(67) Han nhan thiy sy thay d6i dy, va bit dau hdi han. [11; tr.250]

(68) Ba nhan thiy no6 khac xa bd no. [11; tr.372]

(69) Lam thé nao nhan thiy nhiing nét tio ton cia ngudi bd bén muoi trén cai mat
bu bdm cua dtra con chua ddy nam thang. [11; tr.372]

3. KET LUAN

Tir gbc do nghia, tir “thay” trong tic pham ciia Nam Cao mang nhitng ndi dung, ¥

nghia khic nhau. “Thay” chi hoat dong nhan thirc ctia mat hodc cac gidc quan khac.

“Thay” chi sy d4anh gia hay cam nhén, huéng téi chu thé hay mot ddi twong khac. Pong
thoi, “thay” con chi két qua ctiia mot hoat dong duoc thuc hién bang mét. Tinh da nghia
cua tu “théy” hay hién tugng ddng am khac loai cua tir ndy dugc Nam Cao vén dung linh
hoat trong viéc khai thac nhiing khia canh tdm 1y khac nhau ctia nhan vat trong tac pham.
Bai viét 14 két qua budc dau khi nghién ctu tir “thdy” tir goc nhin ngit nghia: nghia tir
vung, nghia ngit phap. Binh dién ngit dung v6i nghia ngir dung clng gia tri biéu dat phong

pht cua no s€ ti€p tuc duge nghién ctru & cac cong trinh ti€p sau.
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AN INITIAL STUDY OF THE WORD “THAY”
IN NAM CAO’S WRITINGS

Le Thi Binh

ABSTRACT

In terms of meaning, the word “thay” in Nam Cao’s writings contains various

implications. The polysemy or homonymy of the word “thdy” is flexibly applied by Nam Cao
to clarify different psychological aspects of characters in his works.

Keywords: “Thdy”, word meaning, polysemy.
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