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Y NGHIA CUC CAP
TRONG TIENG VIET VA TIENG ANH

1. Theo Sapir, ¢6 sy khu biét “cuc cip” trong
so sdnh va “cuc cép” trong thang d6. “Cuc cép”
trong so sanh la mot tap hop céc sy vat/ hién
tuong (SV/ HT) c6 cung tinh chét, trang thdi theo
mot pham trli, trong d6 khong SV/ HT nao c¢6 tinh
chat/ trang thai ma mrc d¢ cao hon muc do vé
tinh chat, trang thai ciia SV/ HT A trong tap do.
“Cyc cip” trong thang d6 12 tinh chat, trang thai
cua mot SV/HT A lubn ludn dugc xac dinh c6
mirc d6 vuot hon tét ca mic do vé tinh chat/ trang
thdi ciia moi SV/ HT ¢6 tinh chét, trang thdi cing
pham tri. Vé&i hai y nghia nay, Sapir va cic nha
nghién ctru da phan “cyc cap” thanh loai: cue cdp
diéu kién hodc cuc cdp twong doi va cuc cdp
khong diéu kién hodc cuc ccfp tuyét doi (Sapir
1951: 145 — 146, Cadiere 1957: 42 — 43, Cao
Xuan Hao 2001: 86 — 87, Prévote 2007: 29 —43).
Trong d6, cuc cdp tuyét doi biéu thi tinh chat,
trang thai cua SV/ HT & muc tot cung, tot dinh,
khong thé hon dugc nita va khong thé so sanh
duoc nita. Dé dién dat ¥ nghia “cyc cip” loai nay,
tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh c6 nhitng hinh thic chii
yéu nao thé hién, c6 diém nao giéng, diém nao
khdc? Bai viét ¢ géng tim hiéu van dé nay.

2. Nhirng hinh thirc thé hién y nghia “cuc
cAp” trong tiéng Viét

2.1. Hinh thirc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cdp” la
mot tur

Trong hién thuc khach quan, moi SV/ HT déu
c6 tinh chét, trang thai. Tiéng Viét c6 cac don vi
tr vung biéu thi tinh chét, nhu fo, nho, rong, cao,
thcfp, nang, nhe, té't, xcfu, giau, nghéo, xanh, do,
tim, vang, v.v. va trang thai, nhu buén, chdn, mét,
ngdn, say, vui, yéu, ghét, v.v.. Cac don vi tir vung
nay dugc goi chung la vi tir trang thai. Can clr vao
tiéu chi tinh chét, trang thdi c6 hay khong c6 y
nghia muc d6 theo thang d phu hop, vi tr trang
thai dugc phan thanh hai loai: vi tir trang thai
tuyét d6i/ khong thang do (absolute/ non-
gradable) va vi tur trang thai tuong dbi/ thang do
(relativel gradable). Vi tir trang thai tuyét ddi
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biéu thi tinh chat, trang thdi dd hoan chinh va ¢
htru, khong thé tang hodc gidm hay so sianh duoc,
nhu song, chet rleng, chung, cam, d‘lec chéo, v.v.
nén ching khong thé két hop véi céc d(m Vi tur
vung chi mirc d6 nhu hoi, khd, ldm, qud, rat, cie,
v.v. va khong c6 céc hinh thirc so sdnh & cic mirc
do: bang, hon/ kém va cyc cip. Tiéng Viét khong
thé chap nhan cdc hinh thiic dién dat:

(1) a. * hoi (khd/ qud/ cuc) chét (song/ chung/
chéo, v.v.),

b. * A séng (chét/ cam/ diéc) bang (hon) B;
c. * A cam (diéc) nhat lop.

Vi tir trang thdi thang do, nhu o, nho, rong,
cao, thap, nang, nhe, xanh, do, tim, vang, VAT
chdn, ngdn, buon, vui, say, mét, v.v. vira biéu thi
tinh chét, trang thai cua SV/ HT vira biéu thi muc
do vé tinh chat, trang thdi cia SV/ HT d6 trong
thang theo pham tru. Chang han, thap/ cao vua
biéu thi tinh chat ciia A 12 ¢6 do cao dugc nhén
dinh 1a thap/ cao, vira biéu thi mirc d6 vé chiéu
cao cia A 12 thdp/ cao hon so véi chiéu cao phd
bién (chuan, trung binh) cta cidc SV/ HT binh
thuong trong thang do cao. Nghia 12 tinh chat
thdp/ cao biéu dat hai mirc do ddi lap thong qua
“chuén tiém tang” (Hoang Vin Hanh 1982: 3).
Nhur vy, cap vi tur trang thdi thang do thap — cao
vira trdi nghia vé tinh chét, trang thai vira dbi lap
vé muc do. Tleng Viét ¢6 nhiéu cap vi tu trang
thédi thang d¢ trdi nghia dang nay, nhu nang—nhe
(thang trong luong), nong—sdu (thang do siu),
ngan—dai (thang 46 dai), hep—rong (thang do
rong), mong—day (thang do day), mem—cwng
(thang do rén), cong—thdng (thang d6 thing),
ban—sach (thang d6 sach), lanh-nong (thang nhiét
do), yéu—ghét (thang d6 quan hé tinh cam), v.v..

Tuy ¢6 y nghia mirc do nhung cdc vi tir trang
thdi thang do dang nay chua thé hién cu thé muc
d6 vé tinh chat, trang thai cua SV/ HT. Néu néi A
nang/ sau, B nang/ sau thi khong thé xac dinh
tinh chét, trang thai ngng/ sdu cua A va cia B nhu
thé nao khi trong Iuwgng/ d6 siu cia A khac trong
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Iugng/ d6 sdu cua B. Nghia 1a ndgng/ sdu khong
thé biéu dat cdc muc d0 khdc nhau cua trong
Iuwong/ do sau, nhét 12 trong luong/ d6 sau & trang
thdi “cyc cAp”. Trong tiéng Viét, ngodi vi tir trang
thai ngng/ sdu con cé don vi tr vung biéu dat y
nghia ngng 1a triu va don vi tr vung biéu dat y
nghia sdu la tham. Theo Tir dién tieng Viét, triu
bleu thi “trang thai bi sa thap hodc cong oan hin
xuong do suc nang. Lia triu bong. Canh cdy triu
qua. Long triu uu phién” (Hoang Phé 1992:
1037); va thdam 1a “su d&én muc hidt tim mat, nhin
khong thay dau 1a cling, 12 tan. Niii cao viec tham.
Sau tham” m” (Hoang Phé 1992: 919). Cic y nghia
nay cho thay triw/ tham 12 vi tix trang thai biéu dat
tinh chét, trang thai ndgng/ sdu va khac voi vi tu
trang théi thang d6 ndng/ sdu vé mirc d6. Y nghia
mirc d§ trong vi tur trang thdi thang d0 nang/ sdu
la khéi quét, con ¥ nghia mic do trong vi tir trang
thdi triu/ tham thi cu thé hon, biéu thi trang thai
nang/ sau & muc “cuc cap”. Tic 1a vi tr trang thai
triu/ tham biéu thi tinh chat, trang thai thang d¢
nang/ sau dat dén muc do “cuc cap”. Co6 thé goi
triu, tham la vi tr trang théi cyc cap.

Trong tleng Viét ¢6 nhiéu vi tur trang thai cuc
cép dang nay, nhu dp, danh, dam, dam, siing, hét,
khii, lénh, mat, ngdt, ngc”iu, ngcft, ngoi, ngé‘ng,
meo, pho, qudnh, réc, tham, thodt, tit, teo, triu, u,
i, xiu, v.v.. Céc vi tir trang théi cuc cap 6 diém
g1ong va khéc véi vi tir trang théi tuyét doi. G1ong
nhu vi tir trang théi tuyét dbi, vi da biéu thi y
nghia “cyc cap” nén vi tir trang thai cuc cap
khong thé két hop vai cic don vi chi mirc do nhur
hoi, khd, ltfm, qud, rdt, cue, v.v. va cing khong c6
cac hinh thic so sanh ¢ cac mirc do: bang, hon/
kém va cuc cip. Tiéng Viét khong thé c6 hinh
thirc dién dat:

(2) a. * hoi (khd/ qud/ cuc) triu (ap/ dam/ pho/
tham/ tit, v.v. );

b. * A triu (ap/ dam/ pho/ tham/ tit, v.v.)
bang (kém/ hon) B;

c. * A triu (dp/ dam/ pho/ tham/ tit, v.v.)
nhat.

Vi tir trang thdi cyc cap khdc véi vi tir trang
thdi tuyét d6i. Néu vi tir trang thdi tuyét dbi biéu
thi tinh ¢0 hitu, khong thé tang hodc giam cua tinh
chét, trang thdi thi vi tir trang théi cyc cap biéu thi
¥ nghia mirc d6 “cuc cap” vé tinh chat, trang thai
cua vi tr trang thai thang dg, nhu:

| Vi tir trang thai | Biéu thj y nghia cuc cip cia |

cuc cap tinh chat, trang thdi thang do
ap day
danh ciing/ rdn
dam/ dam/ siing uot
khii gia
ngoi/ ruc sdng
tham sau/ xa/ cao
tit cao/ xa
triu nang, v.v..
Vi du:

(3) a. Con cd hong trimg ngodi bién Bdc
Con chim nhan liéng tit mdy xanh (Ca dao)
b. Cong cha nhur niii ngét troi

Nghia me nhw nwée ¢ ngoai bién Pong (Ca

dao)
c. Pam dau lén dén lang Nua
Cha ai thué gat, mat pho bung meo (Ca dao)
d. Ra vé suong xuong dam vai

Ngoanh nhin tro lgi bong ai to mo (Ca dao).
ATS

2.2. Hinh thitc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cdp” la
ngit doan

2.2.1. Ngoai hinh thtrc thé hién y nghia “cuc
chp” 1a mot tir nhur trén, tiéng Viét con ¢6 hinh
thre thé hién y nghia “cuc cap ” 1a ngir doan. Tuy
da biéu hién y nghia “cuc cap”, cic Vi tUr trang
théi cuc cap cling c6 “hinh thdi rang budc” (Cao
Xuan Hao 1998: 201) véi cac vi tor trang thai
thang do dé tao thanh cac ngl doan cc’) mo hinh
trong &m [01], nhu day dp, cao ngat do ngau,
duc ngéu, gay réc, nang triu, wot dam, wot sing,
sdng ngoi, sau thim, xa tit, v.v.. Theo quan diém
truyén théng, mot s6 nha nghién cuu cho rang céc
ngir doan nay 12 nhitng don vi tir ving ¢ cAu triic
ghép, goi 1a tir ghép thudce tir loai tinh nir biéu hién
¥ nghia “khong thé xac dinh mic d6”, “tuyét dbi”
(Pdi Xuan Ninh 1978: 87, Nguyén Kim Than
1981: 83, L& Céan — Phan Thiéu 1983: 151, Diép
Quang Ban — Hoang Van Thung 1998: 103),
trong d6 t1eng chinh chi tinh chat, trang thai, t1eng
phu da “mod nghia va chi con lai nghia biéu cam”
(Huynh Thi Hong Hanh 2002: 60) dé bo nghia
cho tiéng chinh. That ra day 1a nhitng ngit doan
biéu thi ¥y nghia “cuc cap” (Truong Vinh Ky
1885: 114 — 132, Cao Xuan Hao 1998: 201,
Prevot 2007), trong d6, vi tu trang théi cyc cap c6
chirc ning bd nghia mirc d6 “cuc cip” cho vi tir
trang thai thang d9. Vi du:

(4) a. Song Thanh c6 niii, co doi
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C6 ngueoi diimg doi moé hoi wét dam (Ca dao)
b. Ban gie dom ddu sdng ngoi
Rach Gam soi dédu muén doi oai linh (Ca dao)
c. Chiéu chiéu ra dimg dau truong
Trong chung xa tit, da duong xot dau (Ca dao)
d. Bong Bén Tre nhiéu bung nhiéu ldc

Puong vé Ba Vit ning triu sau rieng (Ca
dao). v.v..

Tuong tu, tiéng Viét c6 nhiéu ngit doan kiéu
nay, nhu ddy phe, thap té, dé au, thang bang, tinh
bo, gia thc, do choe, non choet, v.v.. Trong céic
nglt doan nay, nhling don vi nhu phe, e, au,
bang, bo;, thc, chée, choet, v.v. c6 chlic nang bd
nghia mirc d6 “cuc cip” cho vi tir trang thai thang
d6, hay con duoc goi 1a tiéng phu “gitr vai trd bd
sung ¥ nghia mirc do, miéu ta mirc do cua tiéng
chinh (vi tr trang thdi thang d0 — PHD). Co cAu
ngit nghia cta ching 1a tiéng phu dong nghia véi
tiéng chinh” (Nguyén Thi Hai 1988: 51 — 52). Boi
18, phé 1a “qud mirc, dén mirc gy cam gidc khé
chiu”; hay te la “thap, lun qué muc, trong thiéu
can dbi” (Hoang Phé 1992), v.v.. C6 thé thay, cac
tiéng phu phe, te, au, bang, bo, cdc, chée, choet,
v.v. vira biéu dat tinh chat, trang thai dong nghia
v6i vi tir trang thdi thang d§ dung trudc, vira dién
dat y nghia murc do cuc cAp mang sic thdi, dic
trung riéng biét vé trang thdi, tinh chit cua
SV/HT nén c6 thé duoc goi 1a tiéng phu cuc cép.
Ciéc tiéng phu cuc cdp khic véi vi tir trang thai
cuc cip, vi chiing khong thé doc lap biéu thi y
nghia “cuc cép trong phat ngbén va c6 “hinh thai
rang budc tuyét déi” trong moi quan hé voi vi tr
trang thai thang do dong nghia, nhu: au (d6 au),
phé (day phé), ngdt (xanh ngit), lom (dé lom),
veo (trong veo), v.v.. Vi du:

(5) a. Nuoc trong veo. * Nuoc veo.

b. Troi xanh ngit. * Troi ngit.

Vi tri cia cac don vi trong cAu tric cta hai
dang ngit doan nay khong cb dinh; c6 thé vi tir
trang thdi thang d¢ dimg trudc va vi tir trang théi
cuc cap/ tiéng phu cuc cip ding sau hay nguoc
lai. Vi du:

(6) a. Dam mady den ndang triu la la canh dong,
x0 vao dién dao lily tre, thé la mua xuong... (TO
Hoai, Mua moi. Ha Noi tap van).

b. Anh mdt anh méi mét va triu ning noi
buon (L& Thanh Ha, Nguoi thay thuéc nam trén
giwong bénh. Tudi tré, sb 207 ngay 31/7/2007).

c. Trdn dé oi, c6 bc%ng ti tai tdy, co van hoc
thong tué va déc biét cu rat thép (Doan Ngoc Ha,
Thay gido van chwong. Truyén ngin dugc giai
Béo Van nghé 1995-2004).

d. Mdt troi i @6 nhuw mdu nghiéng hdan vé
phza nifi... (Nguyén Thi Le Na. Chuyén ké sau
chién tranh Tap truyén ngan nit Van nghé Quén
do6i moi).

Trong hai dang ngit doan nay, dé ting cuong/
nhin manh (intensifyl emphasize) y nghia “cuc
cép”, tiéng Viét ding hinh thic ldy véi hai
phuong thic: 1dy vi tr trang thdi cuc cép/ lay
tiéng phu cuc cp va ldy ca ngit doan.

2.2.2. Trong phuong thirc 14y vi tir trang thai
cuc cap/ lay tiéng phu cuc cip c6 hai hinh thirc: a)
Dit tiéng ldy trude vi tir trang théi cuc cp/ tiéng
phu cuc cép va sau vi tu trang thai thang d¢ theo
quy tdc hai thanh va di héa bd phén (khi phu am
cudi 12 am tic) thi tao nén ngit doan biéu hién y
nghia ‘cuc cép tang cuong co trong am [101]
day dp -> ddy dm dp, cao ngét -> cao ngén ngat
nang triu -> ngng triu triu, w6t dam -> wot dam
dam, wot siing -> wot siing siing, sdng ngoi ->
sdng ngoi ngoi, siu tham -> sau tham tham, v.v.;
xa hut -> xa hun hit, xanh ngdt -> xanh ngan
ngat thom phwc -> thom phung phwc thap té ->
thdp le te, trang lop -> trang lom 16p, twoi réi ->
tuoi roi roi v.v.. Vi du:

(7) a. Tudi tho, t6i da bao lan taim trong chiéu
heo may trén con dé lang ddy dm dp mirde (Minh
Diing, Chiéu heo may. Ngudi Lao dong, s6 3727
ngay 14/9/2006);

b. Hdu qud & chiéc xe qud khé da kéo dirt
dwong day cdp dién thoai mdc chang chit, thap lé
te trén con duong nho be d6 (Nhat Nguyén. Ké
xdy, nguoi pha/ Tudi tré, s6 82 ngay 28/3/2007)

c) bat tleng lay sau vi tir trang théi cuc cap/
tiéng phu cuc cdp tao nén ngit doan biéu hién y
nghia “cuc cép” tang cuong cé trong am [011],
nhu: bé xiu -> bé xiu xiu, wét dam -> udt dam
dia, cao ngdt-> cao ngdt ngwéng, ning triu ->
néng triu trit, v.v.; den thii -> den thiii liii, tring
non -> trtfng non na, v.v.. Vi du:

(8) a. Luong cau thii cao ngd't nguong.

b. Nang ddy éng ra roi chay xuong doi, doi
bdp chan tring nén na (Nguyén Huy Thiép,
Nhiing ngon gié Hua Tar).
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Do phuong thtc 1ay dé tdng cuong y nghia
“cyc cap” ciia ngit doan nén cac hinh thirc 14y vi
tir trang thai cuc cAp, nhu dm dp, triu triu, thim
tham, ngoi ngoi, sung sing, dam dia, ngdt
nguong, triu trit, v.v. va céc hinh thirc lay tiéng
phu cuc cip, nhu ngdn ngdt, phung phuic, 1é te,
thui lui, non na, v.v. dugc doc lap thé hién v
nghia “cuc cap” ma khong cin ¢6 vi tir trang théi
thang d¢ kem theo. Vi du:

(9) a. Con song mang trong minh am d'p phu
sa, cuon cuon chay (Nguyén Khanh Linh, Ngon
roi. Truyén ngén hay 2003-2005).

b. Géc troi tham tham ngay ngay dim
dam (Nguyén Du, Truyén Kiéu).

c. Than ngheo qud, chang & chii nhén cdi
gi, nhung la chi nhdn mot than hinh dep voi nudc
da nén na (Nguyén Phan Héch, Mé Cung).

Tuong tu hinh thic ndy, trong tiéng Viét c6
mot sb hinh thirc 14y doi khong xdc dinh tiéng gdc
nhung thé hién ¥y nghia “cuc cép” vé tinh chit,
trang thai cua SV/HT, nhu: ménh moéng, bdt ngdt,
lénh khénh, léu déu, léu nghéu, tin hin, v.v. Ching
cﬁng c6 thé két hop vOi vi tir trang théi thang do
dé tao ngir doan thé hién y nghia “cuc cip” nhan
manh sac thai biéu cam, ¢6 trong am [101], nhu:
rong ménh moéng, rong bdt ngdt, cao léu nghéu,
bé tin hin, v.v.. Vi du:

(10) a. Pong ruéng mién Tdy rgng ménh
mong!

b. Ngoi nha bé tin hin.

Phuong thure lay kiéu nhu la hodc la huo, rong
tuéch rong todc, xdu hodc xdu huo, xa ldc xa lo,
buén thiu buén thiu, den thui den thui, do chon do
chét, v.v. dugc cac nha nghién ctru goi la “lay tu”
(Hoang Van Hanh 1998: 101). That ra day la
phuong thirc 1dy toan bd ngir doan thé hién y
nghia “cyc cip” ting cudng theo phuong thirc
mot tzeng lap laz va mgt tzeng lay, trong am
[0101], nhw: day dp -> day am day dp, xa tham -
> xa tham xa tham, w6t dam -> wét dam wét dia,
vov.; la hodc -> la hodc la huo, rong tuéch ->
réng tuéch réng todc, xdu hodc -> xdu hodc xdu
huo, buén thiu -> buén thiu buén thiu, den thui -
> den thui den thui, do chot -> do chon do chot,
v.v..Vi du:

(11) a. Téi rom rém nuede mdt, cii mat xuéng,
long buén thiu buon thiu (Poan Gidi, Pdt rimg
phuong Nam).

b. Téi mim moi gt dau, tiép tuc cudc
hanh trinh twéng chimg xa lic xa lo (Truong Thi
Kim Chi, Ruou, tuyét va hoa). v.v.

Tuy nhién, cdc hinh thirc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc
cép néu trén khong ¢ dinh nhu trinh bay ma c6
thé theo trat ty nguoc lai nhung y nghia khong
thay déi, nhu ddy ap -> ap d‘ay, dac quanh ->
qudnh dac, duc ngau -> ngdu duc, xanh biéc ->
biéc xanh, vang ryc -> ruc vang, v.v.; d‘ay am dp
-> am dp day, néng hoéi hoi -> hoi hoi nong,
xanh biéng biéc -> biéng biéc xanh, sau tham
thidm -> tham thidm siu, teoi roi réi -> roi réi
tuoi, v.v.; xa ldc xa lo -> xa lo xa ldc, den thui
den thiii -> den thiii den thui, rong tuéch réng
todc -> rong todc rong tuéch, v.v.. Vi du:

(12) a. Qua vat cho téi la nhitng vién keo hay
nhitng cii khoai con héi hoi néng (Trinh Minh
Théi, Nhitng budi cho qué. Ngudi Lao dong, sb
3774 ngay 31/10/2006).

b. Cdi tinh cia ba thi dp ddy lai khong cé
Y ddy diém, gidu che nén cir tw nhién ma phoi 16
(Nguyén Thi My Nit, Tuwoi tham mai tinh gia.
Ngudi Lao dong, s6 3192 ngay 28/12/2004).

2.2.3. Ngoai ra, khong chi ¢6 phuong thuc lay
vi tr trang thdi cuc cap/ tleng phu cuc cap, t1eng
Viét con c6 phuong thirc 14y vi tir trang thai thang
do dé tao ngit doan dién dat y nghia “cuc cép”,
nhu ciing cung, khit khit, sdt sat, sit sit, xép x0p,
v.v.. Tuy nhién khong phai tat ca ngit doan ldy vi
tur trang thdi thang d6 déu thé hién y nghia “cuc
cap Trong tleng Viét c¢6 nhiéu hinh thirc lay
dang nay, nhu be bé, cung cing, do do, khin khit,
nhan nhat, nho nho, san sdt, xom xép, v.v.; bé
bong, cham chap, cing cdp, dong diic, khit khao,
nang né, nhat nhéo, nhe nhang, nho nhin, rdch
rwdi, sdt sao, sit sao, vui vé, vuoéng v, xa xim,
v.v.. V& ciu tric, ngir doan ldy dang nay c6 cic
hinh thirc:

— Tiéng ldy ding trude vi tir trang thai thang
d6 c¢6 mo hinh trong 4m [01]. Néu tiéng ldy mang
thanh bang thi ngit doan dién dat y nghia giam
nhe tinh chét, trang thdi cia SV/HT, “muc d¢
thép véi vé khong xdc dinh”, nhu: be bé, do do,
nhan nhat, nho nho, v.v. (Hoang Van Hanh 1985:
95, Nguyén Phii Phong 2003: 2). Néu tiéng ldy c6
thanh tric thi ngit doan thuong biéu dat y nghia
gia tang tinh chat, trang thdi nhu: cén con [qud
nho bé, dén mirc khong dang ké], #i i [nho, kéo
dai mai khong dut, gdy cam gidc budn thuong]
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(Hoang Vin Hanh 1995, Nguyén Phi Phong
2003: 2), v.v..

— Tiéng 14y dumg sau vi tir trang thdi thang do
c6 md hinh trong 4m [11]. Néu tiéng ldy 1a ldy
hoan toan (c6 bién van va thanh diéu) thi nglr
doan dién dat y nghia tuyét dbi, cuc cip vé tinh
chét, trang thai cua SV/HT, nhu: citng cung, khit
khit, sdt sat, sit sit, xop xdp, v.v. (Hoang Vin
Hanh 1985: 95). Néu tiéng ldy 1a ldy 4m nhu bé
bong, chim chap, dong diic, ndng né, nhat nhéo,
nhe nhang, nho nhdn, rdch rudi, sit sao, vui vé,
vuong viee, xa xam, v.v. thi dugc giai thich khong
thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cdp”, nhu: xa xdm [rat xa
(n6i khai quat)], nhe nhang [to6 ra nhe, cé vé nhe,
khong gdy cam gidc gi nang né, khé nhoc], chdm
chap [cé tc do, nhip di€u dudi mirc binh thuong
nhiéu] (Hoang Phé 1992, Hoang Vin Hanh
1995), v.v.; va ching Kkét hop dugc véi tir chi murc
d0 hoi, khd, rat, qud, ldm, v.v. nhu: hoi nang né,
vuong vic lim, nhat nhéo qud, rét sit sao, khd
rdch ruoi, v.v.

C6 thé thiy khi vi tir trang thdi thang do duogc
lay khong theo quy tac hai thanh “ddu hiéu dbi
thanh bang — tric ciing am vyc lan sy dbi 1ap
cung am vuc bi pha v6” (Ha Quang Nang 2003:
23) thi ngit doan c¢6 ¥ nghia “cuc cap”, nhu cén
con, dimng dung, cing cung, khit khit, sdt sat, sit
sit, xép xgp, v.v..

Dong thoi dé ¥ nghia “cyc cép” dugc ting
cuong/ nhén manh cac nglr doan ldy nay ciing co
h1nh thirc 1ay nhin manh kiéu d‘ay ap -> day am
ap, nhu cung cung -> cung cung cung, khit khit
-> khit khin khit, sdt sat -> sdt san sat, cén con -
> con con con, dung dung-> ding ding dung,
v.v.. Céu tric cdc ngit doan thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc
cép” nay 1a ¢ dinh, khong thé thay ddi trat tu.
Trong tiéng Viét khong thé c6 hinh thic dién dat
nhu khit khit -> * khit khit, con con -> * con con,
v.v.; khit khin khit -> * khin khit khit, con con con
-> *con con con, v.v..

2.24. Ngoal nhiing nglr doan the hién y nghia

“cuc cAp” ¢6 cdu tric nhur trén, tiéng Viét con c6
ngu’ doan thé hién y nghia “cyc cép” ¢ cAu tric:
Vi tir trang thdi thang do két hop véi céc don vi tr
vung biéu hién ¥ nghia “cyc cép” nhu: chi, chiia,
cue, dai, t6i, tuyét, siéu. Cac don vi tur vung loai
nay thuong dugc goi 1a tir chi mirc d voi céc tén
goi khac nhau, nhu trgng tir (Tran Trong Kim
1936: 23), hinh dung tir (Truong Van Chinh -

-

Nguyén Hién L& 1963: 246), hur tir (L& Vin Ly
1972: 97 — 98), tinh thdi tir (Pai Xuan Ninh 1978:
136), phé tir chi trinh d6 (Nguyén Kim Than
1997: 314-315), pho tie chi mirc do cao (Pao
Than 1998: 154), v.v.. Trong tiéng Viét c6 cic
don vi chi mic d6 tir mirc d6 thap dén muc do
cao, nhu: hoi, khd, ldm, qud, rdt, cue, chi, 10,
thdm, v.v.. Cho dén nay céc nha nghién ctru chua
thdng nhit trong viéc phan biét ¥ nghia mic do
cta chiing. C6 ¥ kién cho rang hoi, khd chi mic
do thép; lam, qud, rat biéu thi mic do cao (Pinh
Lé Thu 1995: 153 — 155). Mot s6 ¥ kién xdc dinh
lcfm, qud, ltfm, cue, chi, téi, v.v. biéu thi ¥ nghia
“cuc cép” (Truong Vinh Ky 1887: 108 — 112,
Cadiere 1957: 40 — 43, Cao Xuan Hao 2001: 86 -
87, Prévote 2007: 29 — 43). Nguoi viét tan thanh
¥ kién chi coi cdc don vi nhu chi, chiia, cuc, dai,
161, tuyét, siéu biéu thi y nghia “cuc cap” (cf. Pao
Than 1998, Hoang Trong Phién 2003). Céc don
vi nay ¢6 céc vi tri két hop khac nhau véi vi tu
trang thai thang do: a) chi c6 thé dung trude vi tr
trang thai thang do, nhu: chi, chiia, 161, siéu (chi
it, chi than, chiia heoi, chiia ghét, toi da, toi thiéu,
toi cao, v.v.); b) c6 thé dung trudc va c6 thé ding
sau vi tir trang thai, nhu: cuc, dai, tuyét (cwe dep,
cuc xdu, cue dai, cuc ngdn, dep cue, xau cye, dai
cuc, ngdn cuc, v.v.; tuyét hay, tuyét dep, dep
tuyét, hay tuyét, v.v.) dé dién dat y nghia “cuc
cép”. Vi du:
(13) a. Ruét ra khéng ké chi than (Nguyén
Du, Truyén Kié‘u).
b. Nha ¢6 ti vi mau, chiéu phim hay

tuyét... (Nguyén Thily Duong Liéu, Con nha
nghéo. Nguoi Lao dong, so0 3280 ngay
16/4/2005).

c. Anh Nguyén Vin Kiéu o cfp My 2 ciing
thugc dang cuwe nghéo (Phuong Nguyén, Trd so
nghéo. Tudi tré Chu nhat, s6 15 ngay 17/4/2005).

d. Em thi chiia ghét vi dang ciia ngdi ciru
nén dwong nhién la thir rau nay khong co trong
thuc don bita an cua nha (Bé'mg Van, Bdt canh
ngai ciru. Tudi tré, s6 275/2009). v.v..

3. Nhiing hinh thirc thé hién y nghia “cuc
cAp” trong tiéng Anh

3.1. Hinh thirc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cap” la
mot tir

Tiéng Anh 12 mét ngdn ngit bién hinh. Céc don
vi tir vung biéu thi tinh chat, trang thai nhu big,
small, large, high, tall, heavy, light, blue, red,
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yellow, v.v.; happy, sad, v.v. dimg trudc va bd
nghia, miéu ta dic diém cia SV/ HT dugc biéu thi
béng danh tUr (nouns) la tinh tr (adjectives) va
dugc xdc dinh la tinh tr miéu ta (descriptive
adjectives). Cac don vi tir vung biéu thi tinh chét,
trang thai nhu badly, slowly, happily, quickly, v.v.
hoac c6 hinh thirc giéng tinh tr miéu ta nhu fast,
low, late, hard, far, v.v. dimg sau va bd nghia cho
dong tir (verbs) la trang tir (adverbs), dugc xac
dinh la trang tr chi cach thic (adverbs of manner).
Céc don vi tr vung nhu love, hate, tire, v.v. dién
dat trang thai cta chu thé duoc xdc dinh 12 dong tur
(verbs). Pbi v6i tinh tir miéu ta, tiéng Anh ciing
phan biét cé/ khong c6 tinh thang A9 (gradability),
goi la tinh tir thang d0 (gradable adjectives) va tinh
tu khong thang d0 (nom-gradable adjectives).
Trong tiéng Anh, tinh tir thang d0 va tinh tr khong
thang d¢ dugc phan biét nhu sau:

— Céc pham tri ma tinh tir thang do biéu thi 1a
tinh chét, trang thai ¢6 thé do luong va cho phép
xédc dinh muc dd theo thang twong tng. Vi du fall
(cao) 1a muc do cua tinh chét duoc biéu thi trong
pham tru d9 cao height hodc warm (4m) 12 mirc do
cta trang thai dugc biéu thi trong pham tri nhiét
do6 temperature.

— Tinh tir khong thang d6 biéu thi toan bd tinh
chét, trang thdi diing v6i chirc ning, gid tri thyc ma
tri nhan ca nhan khong thé pht nhan. Vi du male
(nam) hay female (nit) 1a gia tri that ma bét cir ai
cling phai cong nhan. Nguoc lai, tinh tr thang do
biéu thi mot phan cla tinh cht, trang thdi ma gid
tri c6 thé 1a ding hodc khong ding hay khong c6
gid tri tuy theo tri nhan ca nhan. Vi du, fall (cao)
hay short (thép) Ia tri nhan cua c4 nhan (Gaio
2008: 30).

NGi 15 hon tinh tir khong thang d6 khong thé c6
bd nghia mirc d6 va khong thé ¢ cdc hinh thic so
sanh. Vi du:

(14) a. This plant is dead (Cay nay chét). * This
plant is rather dead (** Cay nay chét hon).

b. This cat is male (Day 1a con meo dyc). *
This cat is more male than that one (* Con meo
nay duc hon con meo kia) (Ronald Cather,
Michael McCarthy 2006: 442).

Y nghia cta tinh tir khéng thang d6 biéu thi tinh
chét, trang thai ludn luén dugc xac dinh rd rang va
khong mo hd (not vague), nhu married, unmaried,
single, male, female, alive, dead, true, false,
pregnant, electric, automatic, v.v. Tuy nhién tinh

tir khong thang d6 cling c6 thé ¢6 bd nghia trang tir
chi murc 49 (adverb of degree) nhung voi muc dich
nhin manh, nhu: It is very true (Gaio 2008: 29)
hodc ¢6 su chuyén nghia, nhu: He was left behind
almost dead (Anh ta gﬁn nhu bt dong nén bi bd
lai) vi almost dead dién dat “not dead’ (khong
chét) (Angeliki Athanasiadou 2006: 213).

Tinh tir thang d6 bidu thi cédc gia tri cua tinh
chat, trang thai & cac mic do khac nhau theo mot
pham tri voi thang thich hgp. Vi du young (tré)/
old (gia) 1a tinh tir thang do biéu thi gid tri young/
old cua tinh chét age (tudi/ thdi) trong thang do
tudi/ thoi (scale of age) (Paul Portner 2006: 148).
Hay n6i khéc di, tinh tir thang d6 ham chura tinh
chét, trang thdi c6 kha nang dugc biéu thi do it/
nhiéu. Piéu nay thé hién qua hinh thtrc ngir phap:
¢6 thé dugc bd nghia do it/ nhiéu bang céc trang tir
murc d6 va céac hinh thirc so sanh va so sanh cuc
cép (Collins 2006: 65). Vi du:

(15) a. She seems pleasant. She seems very
pleasant (Trong cd éy (rét) vui vé).

b. My famlly move to a smaller home (Gia
dinh chting t6i chuyén dén & mét noi nhé hon).

c. Your brother is younger than my
brother (Anh cua ban tré hon anh cua t6i).

d. He is the tallest in my classroom (N6 cao
nhét 16p).

Tuy nhién, ciing giéng nhu tiéng Viét, cac t1nh
tir thang d6 khong biéu dat mirc do “cuc cip” vé
tinh chét, trang thdi ciia SV/ HT. Dé thé hién y
nghia “cuc cép vé tinh cht, trang thai cua SV/
HT, tiéng Anh c6 cic tinh tir cuc cap (extreme
adjectives) biéu hién ¥y nghia cyc cap ngdm an
(implicit superlatives) (Cruse 1986: 216, Ronald
Carter — Michael McCarthy 2006: 443). Néu xép
cdc tinh tor nhu minute, minuscule, tiny, small,
large, huge gigantic theo chudi lu’orng cuc (bipolar
chains) gdbm cuc am (-), cuc chuyen doi (polarity
switch) [0] va cuc [+] thi minute, minuscule, tiny,
small mang ¥ nghia giam dan theo hudng cuc (-)
va small, large, huge, gigantic mang y nghia tang
dan theo hudng cuc (+), nhu sau:

[—]minute — minuscule — tiny — small/ little [0]
big/ large — huge — gigantic — giant [+] (Cruse
2002:14)

Cac tir minute, minuscule, tiny, huge, gigantic,
giant biéu thi nhiing diém cuc cip (extreme points)
trén thang do chiéu kich (Muehleisen 1997:114) la
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tinh tir cuc cép thé hién y nghia cuc cap ngam 4n
cla cd@p tir trdi nghia thang d0 small (nho) — big
(to)/ large (rOng/ 16n). Nghia 1a cdp tinh tur trai
nghia trong thang d6 thudc pham trix chiéu kich
nho/ 16n, nhu small/ little, big/ large c6 céac tir biéu
hién y nghia cuc cép 1a: a) small -> minute,
mznuscule tiny (nho xiu); b) big/ large -> huge,
gigantic, giant (d s0, khong 15). Tuong tu trong
thang nhiét d9, cap tinh tir trai nghia thang nhiét d6
cold (lanh)/ hot (néng) c6 cac tir biéu hién ¥ nghia
cuc cap la:

— cold: freezing, frozen, frosty, arctic (lanh
ngat);

— hot: scorching, scalding, boiling (n6ng héi);
A

3.2. Hinh thitc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cap” la
ngit dogn

3.2.1. Mac dir da biéu thi tinh chat, trang théi
dat cuc cép nhung cic tinh tir cyc cip ciing ¢6 thé
két hop véi tinh tir thang do dé tao thanh ngir doan
(phrase) dién dat ¥ nghia cuc cap cta tinh tir thang
do, nhu: boiling hot, freezing cold, pure white,
soaking wet, v.v.. Trong ciu triic ngit doan nay,
tinh tir cyc cp c6 chirc nang nhu 1a ciia mot trang
tir chi mirc d6 cyc cap dé bd nghia mirc do cyc cap
cho tinh tir thang d¢ thudc cting pham tri kém theo
sau d& nhin manh, ting cudng ¥ nghia cuc cip cho
tinh tir thang d6 d6. Vi du:

(16) a. It was a freezing cold day (Troi lanh
béang).

b. It was a boiling hot day (Trdi ndéng
hép).

3.2.2. Giéng nhu tiéng Viét, tiéng Anh ciing
ding phuong thie két hop tinh tir thang d véi cac
don vi tr vyng chi mirc d6 cuc cap dé tao thanh
ngir doan thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc cip”. Néu cac don
vi tir vung biéu thi mic do trong tiéng Viét chua
phan biét rd mic do thi trang tr mirc do trong
tiéng Anh duogc phan biét khd chi tiét, nhiéu mirc
do tir thap dén cao tity theo quan diém cua cc nha
nghién ctru (cf. Bolinger 1972; Bcklund 1973;
Klein 1998). Céc trang tir chi muc do cuc cap
trong tiéng Anbh la: absolutely, completely, entirely,
extremely, extraordinarily, terribly, totally, utterly,
superlatively, surpassingly, surprisingly, perfectly,
thoroughly, genuinely, positively, very,
wonderfully, v.v.. Neu trong tleng Viét, cac don vi
biéu thi mirc d6 cuc cap chi ¢6 thé dung trude hodc
c¢6 thé dimg truéc va dimg sau vi tir trang thai

thang do dé bd nghia y nghia “cuc cép” thi trong
tiéng Anh, trang tur biéu thi cyc cép chi co the ding
trudce tinh tir dé bd nghia y nghia “cuc cap Vidy:

(17) a. She is very/ extremely tall (CO ay rat/
cuc ki cao).

b. The kitchen was absolutely full of flies
(Nha bép diy dp rudi).

Tuy nhién khong phai tit ca tinh tir thang do
d&u c6 thé két hop véi cic trang tu muc d6 cuc cap
dé biéu thi ¥ nghia “cyc cap”. Bai 1€ trong tleng
Anh khong chip nhan kiéu két hop nhu: *
completely/ * partially/ * half long (short/ wide/
narrow, v.v.) (Kennedy & McNally 2002). Nhu
vdy 1am thé nao dé nhan biét tinh tir thang do nao
két hop duogc véi trang tir mitc do cuc cap?

Paradis (2001) phan trang ttr mirc d0 ra hai loai
chiic nang bd nghia: bd nghia thang 40 (scalar
modifiers), nhu very, terribly, fairly, v.v. va bd
nghia toan phan (totality modifiers), nhu
completely, absolutely, almost, v.v.. Dya vao kha
ning biéu thi thang do (gradability) va tinh hitu
han (boundedness), tic gia da phan tinh tr ra ba
loai: a) tinh tir thang do (scalar adjectives), gdm:
long, good, v.v. c6 thé két hop duoc véi trang tir bd
nghia thang do nhu fairly long, very good, v.v.; b)
tinh tir cuc cAp (extreme adjectives), gdm terrible,
excellent, huge, brilliant, freezing, v.v. c6 thé két
hop duoc véi trang tir mirc d6 bd nghia toan phan,
nhu absolutely terrible, totally brilliant, utterly
disastrous, v.v.; c¢) tinh tr giéi han (limit
adjectives), gf”)m dead, alive, true, identical, v.v. c6
thé két hop véi trang tir mirc do bd nghia toan
phan, nhu completely dead, absolutely true, almost
identical, v.v.. Tlr d6 tac gia c6 két luan vé trang tir
bd nghia:

— trang tir bd nghia thang d6 két hop vdi tinh tir
thang do;

— trang tir bd nghia toan phan két hop véi tinh
fir cuc cap;

— tinh tir bd nghia toan phan két hop véi tinh tir
gi6i han (Paradis 2001: 2 -6).

Vi thé, tuy da biéu thi tinh chat trang thdi dat
cuc cap nhung céc tinh tir cuc cap van c6 thé két
hop vdi trang tir chi mirc d6 cuc cap dimg trude dé
tao thanh ngir doan nhan manh, tang cudng y nghia
cuc cap cua tinh tr cuc cap. Vidu:

(18) a. I'm absolutely frozen (Tb6i lanh céng).

b. The kitchen was absolutely filthy (Nha
bép cuc b:fm).
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c. It was absolutely scorching in Nevada
(O Nevada thoi tiét néng ham hap).

Trang tir chi cich thic la tiéng bd nghia cho
dong tu, tinh tr hodc trang tir khac, nhu badly,
clearly, cheaply, beautifully, brightly, sharply, v.v.
hay c6 hinh thirc gidng tinh tir thang do, nhu fast,
low, late, hard, far, v.v. cling Kkét hop véi céc trang
tur chi muc dd mang y nghia cuc cép c6 chiic nang
tro nghia/ bd nghia thir cip (submodifier) cho trang
tir cach thirc dé tao thanh ngir doan thé hién y
nghia “cyc cap”. Vi du:

(19) a. He’s having to work awfully hard (N6
lam viéc cuc ki cham chi).

b. We get on extremly well with our
neighbours (Collins 2006: 194).

(Chiing t6i dugc hang x6m déi xir cuc ki tdt)

Pong tir chi trang thai nhu love, hate, tire, v.v.
khi chuyén thanh phan tir hay qua khir phén tir véi
chirc nang ngit phap nhu la tinh tir thi cé hinh thuc
ngit phép két hop vai céc trang tir chi muc do dé
xac dinh murc d6 trang thai. Vi du:

(20) a. I've had a very tiring day (T6i c6 mét
ngay qua mét).

b. I'm very pleased to meet you (Toi rat
vui dugc gap anh).

Gibng nhu tinh tir thang d, cdc phéan tir va qud
khir phan tir dang nay két hop vdi cac trang tir murc
do mang y nghia cuc cap voi chiic ning trg nghia/
b6 nghia thir cap cho phan tir, qua khir phéan tir de
tao thanh ngit doan thé hién ¥y nghia “cuc cap
(Collins 2006: 79). Vi du:

(21) a. Looking after the kids is extremely tiring
(Trong coi tré nho la mét vo cung).

b. Magaret suddenly felt extremely tired
(POt nhién Magaret cam théy mét kinh khing).

4. Nhu vay trong pham tru y nghia “cuc cép”,
tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh c6 céc hinh thirc thé hién
nhu di trinh bay va hinh thirc thé hién ¥ nghia “cuc
cép” chi xuét hién d6i véi cac don vi tir vung biéu
thi tinh cht, trang thai. Trong cdc hinh thirc thé
hién y nghia “cyc cap’ tuyét 6[01 gitra tiéng Viét va
tiéng Anh c6 nhiing diém glong nhau va khac
nhau. Céc diém giéng nhau chu yéu la:

— Ca hai ngdn ngit déu c6 phuong tién thé hién
y nghia “cyc chp” tuyét d‘oz 1a: a) mot tr (word),
nhu dam, danh, ngdt, ngau, pho, réc, sing, tham,
tit, triu, v.v.; minute, minuscule, tiny, huge,
gigantic, giant, boiling, filthy, soaked, freezing,
v.v.; va b) ngit doan (phrase), nhu tring tinh, den

thui, wét dam, cuc dep, v.v.; boiling hot, freezing
cold, pure white, soaking wet, absolutely beautiful,
UAVS

— Pé tao thanh nglt doan thé hién y nghia “cuc
cép”, ca hai ngdn ngir déu ding phuong thirc két
hop tir biéu thi tinh cht, trang théi véi cac phuong
tién bd nghfa: a) vua c6 y nghia tinh chét, trang
thai vira biéu thi mirc d6 cuc cap, nhu xa tit, thom
ngdt, wot dam, v.v.; boiling hot, freezing cold,
pure white, soaking wet, v.v.; b) chi mirc d6 cuc
cép, nhu cue cao, tuyét dep, mdp qud co, 16i vé
cung, v.v.; extremely tall, absolutely beautiful,
completely dark, v.v..

— Hai ngdn ngu déu c6 phuong thurc nhan manh
¥ nghia “cuc cp”, nhu: ddy dm dp, trang non na,
sach sanh sanh, khit khin khit, xa ldc xa lo, den
thui den thui, v.v.; absolutely huge (boiling/ filthy,
v.V.).

Céc diém khéc nhau chu yéu thé hién ¢ cau tric
ngit doan va sy nhén manh.

— Trong tiéng Viét, cic phuong tién c6 chirc
ning bd nghia “cyc cap” khong ¢6 vi tri ¢d dinh so
voi don vi tir vung biéu thi tinh chat, trang théi: a)
6 thé dung trudc (chi it, chi thdn); b) c6 thé du’ng
trude va dung sau (cwe dep, dep cuc; sau thim,
thdm sau; v.v.). Trong tiéng Anh, cic don vi tir
vung ¢6 chic ning bd nghia “cyc cip” bao gid
ciing dimg truée don vi tir viung biéu thi tinh chat,
trang thai, nhu freezing cold, boiling hot, soaking
wet, extremely tall, absolutely beautiful, v.v..

— Trong ngit doan tiéng Viét, don vi tir vung
biéu thi tinh chét, trang thai c6 thé két hop véi: a)
tiéng 14y dé biéu thi y nghia “cuc cAp” (sdt sat, khit
khit, con con, dimg dung, v. v) va b) ngir ldy dé
nhan manh y nghia “cuc cip” (day dm dp, siu
tham tham, rong ménh mong, bé tin hin, v.v.).
Tleng Anh khéng c6 phuong thirc két hop voi
tleng lay hay ngir doan ldy. Dé nhin manh ¥ nghia

“cuc cap”, tleng Anh dung: a) don vi tr vung vira
b1eu thi tinh chat, trang thdi vira c6 y nghia “cuc
cap > két hop voi don vi tir vung chi muc do cuc
cap, nhu absolutely boiling (filthy/ huge, v.v.).
Tiéng Viét khong thé c6 * cue dam (sing/ tham,
v.v.); * cuc sdu tham, * cue den thui, v.v..

5. C6 thé néi, cung biéu dat ¥y nghia “cyuc cép
nhung hinh thirc biéu dat trong t1eng V1et va tleng
Anh rat da dang, c6 nhiing diém gidng nhau va
khéc nhau rat dang chi y nhu da trinh bay. Xac
dinh dugc nhimg diém gidng nhau va khic nhau
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nay s& gép phan 1am rd dic diém loai hinh ctia mdi
ngdn nglr va ndng cao hi¢u qua cda linh vuc day va
hoc tiéng.
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