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BUGC DAU SO SANH CAU PIEU KIEN

GIA PINH TRONG TIENG ANH VOI TIENG VIET

AN INITIAL CONTRASTIVE ANALYSIS OF SUBJUNCTIVE
CONDITIONALS IN ENGLISH AND IN VIETNAMESE

Abstract

LAI THI PHUONG THAO
(ThS, DHNN, BPHQGHN)

With over ten years of experience in teaching English as a foreign language, especially in

teaching its practical grammar, the author has had a deep impression of that many leaners of
English have difficulty in using subjunctive verb-forms in conditionals to express their ideas.
This can be explained that many learners are unable to realize the distinctive features of
subjunctive conditionals in English and those in Vietnamese as they practice making
conditionals and translating them. Carrying out the study, the author manages to find out
some major syntactical and semantical similarities and differences between them. It is hoped
that the initial results of the study will help learners of English improve their knowledge of



30 NGON NGU & DOI SONG

SO 1+2 (195+196)-2012

conditionals in both English and Vietnamese, and their ability of translation to a certain

extent as well.

1. Loi mé dau

Trong hon mudi nim giang day tiéng
Anh, dic biét la day ngir phdp thuc hanh, tac
gia nhan thy nhiéu sinh vién mic 18i sai vé
st dung dang thuc ciia dong tir va dién dat
nghia ctia ciu diéu kién gia dinh bang tiéng
Anh. C6 thé thdy rang mot trong nhiing
nguyén nhan khién nhiéu sinh vién chua sir
dung thanh thao cau diéu kién gia dinh 1a ho
chua phan biét dugc sy giéng va khac nhau
gifta cAu diéu kién gia dinh trong tiéng Anh
va tiéng Viét khi ho dit cAu va chuyén dich.
Nghién ciru di chi ra duge mot s6 nét twong
dong va di biét giita cau diéu kién gia dinh
trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét trén binh dién
két hoc va nghia hoc. Hi vong rang két qua
ban dau ciia nghién ctru gép phan gitip nguoi
hoc ning cao kién thic vé cdu diéu kién
trong tiéng Anh ciing nhu trong tiéng Viét
va trong mot chirng myuc nhét dinh c6 thé cai
thién duoc kha nang dich thuat.

Cau diéu kién tiéng Anh 12 mot trong
nhitng ciu tric ngit phdp khé nhat ddi véi
ngudi hoc tiéng Anh. Didu nay cé thé giai
thich rang cdu diéu kién trong tiéng Anh
gém hai ménh d& (ménh dé chi diéu kién va
ménh d¢ chi két qua); do vay xét vé binh
dién ci phdp ching phirc tap hon so véi ciu
tric cau khic. Xét theo binh dién nghia hoc,
nghia cta cdu diéu kién ddi khi khé hiéu
khong chi di véi ngudi Viét Nam hoc tiéng
Anh ma con ddi voi ngudi ban xi. Thém vao
d6, néu so sdnh véi cau diéu kién trong tiéng
Viét, tiéng Anh sir dung hé thong cic thi va
dong tu tinh thai (modal verbs) dé dién dat
cAu diéu kién, trong khi d6 tiéng Viét su
dung hé thdng cdc phuong tién lién két. Vi
du: Gid nhu minh biét ban bi 6m, minh da

dén tham ban (If I had known you were ill,
would have gone to see you). Chinh vi thé,
khi chuyén dich cau diéu kién tir tiéng Anh
sang tiéng Viét va ngugc lai, ngudi hoc
thuong gap nhiéu khé khin va hay mic 15i
trong cach st dung thi va cic dong tur tinh
thai.

Hon nira, & Viét Nam duong nhu c6 it
nha ngdn ngit nghién ciru so sanh ddi chiéu
cu diéu kién gia dinh trong tiéng Anh va
trong tiéng Viét. Nguyén Khdnh Ha (2005)
tap trung vao nghién ctru cau diéu kién trong
tiéng Viét dua trén dic diém hinh thac va
ngit nghia. Theo téc gia, cu diéu kién 1a mot
d6i twong nghién ciru quan trong trong ngdn
ngit hoc thé gidi, nhung trong tiéng Viét,
loai cau nay mdi chi dugc nghién cuu chu
yéu & binh dién két hoc.

Trong khudn khd cua bai viét, téc gia tap
trung md ta va so sanh d6i chiéu cau dicu
kién gia dinh trong tiéng Anh va trong tiéng
Viét dua trén binh dién cd phap va ngir
nghia dé tim ra mot s6 diém tuong dong va
di biét.

2. N¢i dung

2.1. Cau diéu kién gia dinh trong tiéng
Anh

2.1.1 Pinh nghia cdu diéu kién va phan

loai

Cho dén nay nhiéu nha ngdn ngit hoc dua
ra dinh nghia khdc nhau vé ciu diéu kién.
Theo Quirk & Greenbaum (1972),
"Conditional clauses state the dependence of
one circumstance or set of circumstances on
another”. (Tam dich: cAu diéu kién dién ta su
phu thudc 13n nhau cua mot hay nhiéu hoan
canh)
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Cook & Suter (1980) dinh nghia cau diéu
kién nhu sau: “Conditional statements are of
the If this happens, then that will happen
variety. In other words, one event is
conditional upon the occurrence of another”.
(Tam dich: Cau diéu kién 1a néu diéu nay
xay ra thi kéo theo diéu khac s& xay ra. N6i
cdch khéc, mot sy kién 12 didu kién xudt hién
cho su kién khac).

Tir nhitng dinh nghia trén ta c6 thé hiéu
cAu diéu kién 12 mot cAu phirc bao gdm
ménh d& chi diéu dién va ménh dé chi két
qua.

Dependent Clause Independant Clause

"If" Clause "Result" Clause
Condition Result

If you stay in the sun  you will get

too long, sunburned!

If you drink too much . .
sk you will get sick.
If you study hard and  |your English will
practice a lot, improve.

Phén logi cau diéu kién

MJi nha ngdn ngit c6 cich phan loai khic
nhau vé ciu diéu kién trong tiéng Anh. Nhin
chung, cau diéu kién duoc chia 1am hai
nhém chinh: (1) cAu diéu kién c6 that (real
conditionals) va (2) cu diéu kién khéng cé
that hay ciu diéu kién gia dinh (unreal
conditionals hodc hypothetical conditionals).
MJdi nhém cau didu kién lai phan chia lam
nhiéu loai khdc nhau.

Nhém 1: Cau diéu kién c6
(factual/real conditionals), bao gém:

- Cau diéu kién c6 that dé cap dén thoi
gian & hién tai:

that

If clause=present Result

tense clause=present tense

If you heat ice, it melts.

If I wash the dishes,  Sally dries them.

- Cau diéu kién c6 that dé cap dén thoi
gian ¢ tuong lai:
Result
clause=future tense

If clause=present
tense

If you eat too much

; ou'll get sick.
ice cream, yoult g

If Betsy needs help, |she will call us.

- Cau diéu kién c6 that dé cap dén thoi
gian ¢ qud khu:
If clause=past

tense

Result clause=past
tense

If my mother came she usually tidied my

to visit me, room.
By she often called us.
help,

Nhém 2: Cau diéu kién khong cé that
(unreal conditionals). Trong tiéng Anh, cau
diéu kién gia dinh duoc chia lam 3 loai
chinh: cdu diéu kién gia dinh trong qud khu,
cau diéu kién gia dinh ¢ hién tai, va cau diéu
kién gia dinh ¢ tuong lai (Murphy, 2006,
pp- 76-81; Azar, 2009, pp.420-431).

2.1.2. Céau diéu kién gia dinh trong tiéng
Anh

Theo Elbaum (1986): “An unreal
condition tells about something that is not
true or real. It makes a supposition”. (Tam
dich: ménh dé chi diéu kién dé cép dén su
vi¢c khong ding hodc khong cé that. N6 dua
ra mot gia thuyét).

e Cau diéu kién gia dinh trong qua
khu:

Khuon hinh co ban
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Result clause=would

If clause=past perfect a1 (et pEictiole

If I had gone out I wouldn|'|t have met
yesterday him.

If you hadn |t pushed I wouldn| |t have

me dropped it.

Loai cdu diéu kién nay dé cap dén thoi
gian ¢ quéa khtr va diéu kién khong dugc ddp
mg. Nguoi néi biét ro didu kién khong duoc
thuc hién va do d6 khong thé xay ra.

Cdch swr dung chinh:

- Dién ta nguyén nhan va két qua cia
mot chudi hanh dong trong qua khi: If you
hadn’t asked me, I wouldn’t have told you.

- Dién ta co hoi va sé phan: If I had
hurried, I wouldn’t have missed the bus.

M0t vai mau céu khdc:

- If 4+ past perfect continuous+ past
modal perfect

If I hadn’t been cycling in the middle of
the road, I wouldn’t have hit him.

- If + past modal perfect+ past modal
perfect

If I could have been here, I would have
been there ( but I couldn’t, so I wasn’t)

- If + should have + past modal perfect
(dung chi su bét bude trong qué khu)

If I should have done it, I would have
done it. (Néu téi phdi lam diéu dé thi t6i da
lam roi).

- But for, without (Néu khong vi): But for
his help I wouldn’t have finished my report.

e (Cau diéu kién gia dinh & hién tai:

Loai cdu diéu kién ndy dé cap dén diéu
kién & hién tai va khong thé duoc théa man.

Khuoén hinh co ban:

Result clause=would or
could + base form of
verb

If clause=simple past

I'd do exercises

If I had more time, everyday.

you could buy a large

If you were* rich, .
I house in the suburbs.

she would walk him
everyday.

If Patricia owned a
dog,

Cdch st dung chinh:

- Dién ta mo wdc va tham vong khdng
thé thyuc hién duoc

If I had a million pounds, I'd buy a yacht.

- Duaraloi goi y hay 161 khuyén

If I were you, I'd clean them.

- Tudng tuong ra két qua cta nhiing
thay ddi & hién tai

If he were prime minister, he would make
a few changes.

Mot vai mau cau khdc:

- If + past continuous with “were” +
modal past

If he were living in Chile, he would work
at a bank (but he wasn't)

- Past simple Verb + S, S + would + V
(base form) (Céu tric déo)

Were I you, I would go on a luxury
holiday.

e  Cau diéu kién gia dinh ¢ twong lai

Loai cdu diéu kién nay dién ta nhitng diéu
kién trong tuong lai khong thé théa man.

Khuén hinh cdu:

Result
clause=would  or

could + base form
of verb

I'd run.

1 wouldn’t
recognize him.

If clause=simple past

If I saw a lion,
If you saw him ,

Cdch st dung:

- Tién dodn nhiing két qua khong thé
xay ra trong tuong lai

If I had 15,000 US dollars, I wouldn't buy
an SH motorbike.
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- Puaraké hoach cho nhiing su kién
khong thé xay ra trong tuong lai

If I met a pop star now, I'd be happy.

M0t vai mau céu khdc:

- If + past continuous with “were” +
modal past

If it were snowing tomorrow, we’d make
a snowman (but it isn’t)

- If +were going to (dién ta ké hoach) +
modal past

If she were going to marry him, I'd think
she was crazy

(Néu cb ta du dinh léy anh ta, t6i nghi cd
ta bi dién. Nhung thuc t& c6 ta khong c6 y
dinh lam vay)

- If would/ could + modal past (Pua ra
161 yéu cau lich su)

If you could /would get me a drink, I'd be
very grateful.

e (Cau diéu kién gia dinh ciing c6 thé
dugc dién dat theo nhing ciu tric sau:

- As if /As though (Nhu thé 13): dugc dung
dé chi ra diéu kién khéng c6 that hoac trai
véi su that. Pong tir theo sau nhiing lién tur
nay thuong duoc chia ¢ thi qua khur hay qua
khtr hoan thanh. Vi du: He ralked to me as if
he had known me well.

- If only (Gid ma): duogc ding dé dién dat
mot udc mudn hay sy nudi tiéc trong cau
tric: If only + past / past perfect. Vi du: If
only I could turn back time; If only I had
seen him.

- Wish (u6c): dung dé dién ta sy viéc chic
chan da khong xay ra hoic s& khong xay ra.
Vi du: I wish you had told me the truth (but
you didn’t)

2.2. Cau diéu kién gia dinh trong tiéng
Viét

Theo L& Quang Thiém (2004), ciu diéu
kién gia dinh khong phai 12 mot van dé phirc
tap trong ngit phép tiéng Viét. Bai viét nay

chi néu mét vai nét co ban vé cau diéu kién
gia dinh trong tiéng Viét.

Theo Di¢p Quang Ban va cdc tic gia
(2000:151), cau diéu kién 1a cau ghép chinh
phu ma & dau vé phu c6 chira cdc quan hé tir
dién dat quan hé diéu kién/ gia thiét nhu
"néu, "h&", "mién (12)", "gia:,... Trong cu
diéu kién/ gia thiét, & vé dau c6 thé xuat hién
tr "thi" dién dat quan hé hé¢ qua khi vé chinh
dang sau.

N6i chung cau diéu kién gia dinh trong
tiéng Viét duoc dién dat theo nhitng cich
sau:

"Gid ma...thi.." dugc st dung dé
dién dat mot wéc mon khong thé thanh su
that duoc. Vi du: Gid ma hom nay anh cfy o
ddy thi anh dy da givip chiing ta roi.

"Vinhu... thi...", "V{ thu...thi..." cling
gidng nhu cdu triic "Gid ma...thi..." nhung
khong duge ding dé dién dat udc mubn. Vi
du: Vi nhuw anh dy ¢ ddy thi anh dy da giip
chiing ta roi.

- "Phai chi..thi.." ding d¢ dién dat
mét su nudi tiéc vé su that khong thé hoac
da khong thé thay doi. Vi du: Phdi chi toi
khong ddnh né thi né da khong bo nha ra di.

"Gia su...thi..." ding dé chi ra diéu
kién va két qua khong c6 that ¢ hién tai hodc
tuong lai. Vi du: Gia st anh ta quay lai voi
ban thi ban sé tinh sao?

"Du cho....", "cho du...", "du...." dung
dé dién dat su nhuong bd. Vi du: Dua moi
nguoi trong gia dinh can ngan nhung anh ta
van muén bdn ngdi nha nay di.

2.3. Mot s6 nét twong dong va di biét giita
cau diéu kién gia dinh Anh-Viét

Dua trén viéc mo ta va phan tich cau diéu
kién gia dinh Anh-Viét & phan trén, chiing ta
c6 thé thay duoc nhimg diém gidng nhau va
khac nhau gitta chiing. Pham vi tuong dong
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va di biét dugc néi dén & day chu yéu thudc
binh dién két hoc va nghia hoc.
o Nét tuong dong
- Trén binh dién c4u tric, ca hai loai cAu
diéu kién gia dinh Anh-Viét gom hai ménh
dé: ménh d chi diéu kién va ménh d& chi
két qua.
"If" Clause- Ménh dé| "Result" Clause -—
diéu kién Ménh dé két qua
Result- Két qua
If you hadn’t pushed|I wouldn’t
me dropped it.

Condition- Piéu kién

have

toi da khong lam roi

Néu anh khéong day toi,
eu an ong day toi 6.

- Ménh dé diéu kién va ménh dé két qua
¢6 thé ddi chd cho nhau.

I wouldn’t have dropped it if you hadn’t
pushed me.

(Toi da khong lam roi né néu anh khong
day 16i)

- V& mit nghia, ca hai loai cdu diéu
kién déu dua ra nhitng diéu kién khoéng c6
that ¢ hién tai, twong lai va qua kht, hay
nhitng uéc mudn khéng thé thanh sy that, su
nudi tiéc.

Gia st hién tai ban la mét ty phi,

ban sé lam gi?

(If you were a billionaire now, what
would you do?)

Néu téi tré thanh nha du hanh vi try,
toi sé€ dwa ban lén mdt trang.

(If you became an astronaut, 1 would
fly you to the moon)

Néu hém qua t6i khong di choi thi téi da
khong bi cam lanh.

(If I hadn't gone out yesterday, I wouldn't
have got a cold)

e Nétdibiét

(1) Dic diém khdc biét ndi bat dau tién
duoc thé hién & dang thirc ctia dong tir.

Trong tiéng Anh, ban than dang thic cia
dong tur trong ménh dé diéu kién (If-clause)
cho ta thdy cau diéu kién d6 1a gia dinh.

(a) If I had enough Néu t6i cé di tién, toi
money, I would buy sé mua chiéc 6 to khdc.
another car.

(b) If we didn’t Néu ching ta khong

waste so much lang phi nhiéu nang
energy, our luong, nguon tai
resources  would nguyén cua chiing ta sé

kéo dai hon.

T cau (a) dang thirc cua dong tur ciling
néi 1én rang: thuc té t6i chua c6 du tién nén
t6i khong thé mua xe khac dugc.

Trong khi d6 ta thdy ¢ cau (b) dang thirc
gia dinh ctia dong tr van giit nguyén hinh
thirc nén ching ta khong biét chic chin
nghia cia ménh d& diéu kién 1a phu dinh hay
khong. Hon nira, dang cua dong tur chia &
ménh dé chinh giéng véi dong tir chia ¢ thi
twong lai (s& mua) khién cho nguoi hoc tiéng
Anh dbi khi gap khé khan khi hiéu va dich
néu ho khong chi y dén ngir canh.

Tuy nhién diéu nay cé thé khic phuc
duogc bang cdch thém vao ménh d& diéu kién
cum tir "tiéc qua" hay "gid nhu" hodc mot
cum tu trang ngit chi thoi gian.

Vi du: Tiéc qud, néu téi cé du tién thi toi
s€ mua chiéc é 16 khdc roi.

- Ngoai ra, trong tiéng Anh, cau diéu kién
gia dinh trong qui khir dé dang dugc nhan ra
thong qua dang thtrc ciia dong tir trong ménh
dé diéu kién va ménh dé két qua. Trong khi
d6, cau diéu kién gia dinh trong qud khi ¢
tiéng Viét chi dugc nhén ra béng cac cum tur
nhu "gid ma...", "phai chi...
V.V.

Vi du: Néu téi qua t6i khong xem ti vi,
16i da hoan thanh ban bdo cdo roi.

(2) Pic diém khéc biét thir hai gitia cau
diéu kién gia dinh tiéng Anh va cau diéu

last longer.

7
" A

, "néu ...da...",

'
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kién gia dinh tiéng Viét 1a & dao ngir
(inversion).

Trong tiéng Anh, ddo ngit dugc sir dung
pho bién @& dién ta cAu diéu kién gia dinh,
va trong truong hop nay tr "if" phai duoc
lugce bo. Piéu nay khong thé ¢6 ¢ cau diéu
kién gia dinh trong tiéng Viét.

- Were I Tom, I would N_éu minh la Tom thi

not refuse her minh sé khong tu

invitation. cfzéi loi moi cua co
ay

- Should the guests
arrrive early, no one
will be here to greet
them.

- Had it not been for
the attendance of a

famous  singer  the
show would have been
a failure.

Néu cdc vi khdch ma
toi som, sé khong co
ai o day dé don ho.

Néu khong co su
tham gia cua mét ca
si  noi tieng thi
chirong trinh sé that
bai.

(3) Su khac biét gitta cau diéu kién gia
dinh & hai ngdn ngit nay ciing dugc thé hién
béng cic cum tu dugc st dung khi dich
chiing tr ngdn nglt nay sang ngdn ngtt khic.

Without

+ Without your support
I couldn’t have found
the solution.

If only

+ If only I could fly to
the Mars.

But for
+ But for them we
should live with
comfort!

N_éﬁ khong co su tro
giip cua anh, toi da
khong thé tim ra
dwoc giai phdp.

Udc gi 16i ¢6 thé bay
toi Sao Hoa.

Néu_khéng cé ho thi
chiing ta co thé song
mot cdch thodi mdi.

3. Loi cudi

Pham vi d6i chiéu ciu trong cac ngdn nglr
rat rong 16n va rat da dang. La mot gido vién
day tiéng Anh, tic gia thay rang viéc nghién
ctru ddi chiéu ciu diéu kién trong tiéng Viét
va tiéng Anh c6 mot y nghia rat quan trong.

Li do thir nhat 1a ddi chiéu ciu trong tiéng
Viét va ciu trong tiéng Anh 1a d6i chiéu cau
cua hai ngén nglr thudc hai loai hinh khac
nhau: tiéng Viét thudc loai hinh don lap,
tiéng Anh thudc loai hinh hoa két (Nguyén
Thién Gidp, 1998). Hon niia, tiéng Anh 1a
ngdn ngit ¢6 mic d6 phd bién rong rii, c6
thé néi 1a né 12 mot trong sd cdc ngdn ngir
phé bién nhat trén thé gidi. Mat khac, tiéng
Viét va nudc Vi€t Nam ngay nay ciing dugc
nhiéu nguoi biét dén, nhiéu ngudi hoc va st
dung tiéng Viét. Vi nhitng Ii do trén, viéc
nghién ctru ddi chiéu cAu khong nhiing gidp
ngudi day va nguoi hoc tiéng Anh hiéu biét
hon 1f luan vé cau trong tiéng Anh va trong
tiéng Viét, thiy duoc nhitng dic diém tuong
dong va di biét gita chiing ma con gidp cho
viéc hoc néi, hoc cdch dién dat, nang cao
hiéu qua ciia viéc giao tiép va kha nang dich
thuat Vi¢t-Anh, Anh-Viét.

Do thoi gian han hep, bai viét chi tap
trung vao phan tich va dbi chiéu cau diéu
kién gia dinh trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét
va néu mot sé diém gidng nhau va khac nhau
giita ching. Téc gia rat mong nhan duoc y
kién déng gép cuia ban doc va dong nghiép.
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PAC PIEM NGON NGU TRONG QUANG CAO

SAN PHAM DANH CHO TRE €M

LINGUISTIC FEATURES IN
ADVERTISEMENTS OF PRODUCTS FOR CHILDREN

Abstract

TRAN TH| THU HIEN
(ThS, DHNN, DHQGHN)

Children love advertisements and advertisers love children, too. Obviously, to the advertisers, those
cute angels are not only their potential customers in the future but also the key factor affecting the buying
decision of the family. This paper examies the customers’ psychological characteristics and then



