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CHARACTERS’ DISCOURSE AND SOCIAL IDENTITY
IN AMERICAN AND VIETNAMESE NOVELS

TRAN THi NGOC LIEN
(NCS, bai hoc Ngoai ngir, DHQGHN)

Abstract

The relationship between language, discourse and identity has long been a major area of
sociolinguistic research. While identity is defined differently either as a social constructionism
(Berger & Luckman 1967; Foucault 1984; Fairclough 1986; Hall 1996; Kroskrity 2000) or
realizing self or others (Sack 1972; Auer 2002; Potter 2003), social identity claims within this
study are perceived as the attributes embedded in each society. Accordingly, the researcher, by
employing theoretical approaches including conversation analysis and interactional
sociolinguistics research, has figured out the adaptation of characters’ discourse or characters’
dialogue in American novels to its social context.

1. Ditvan dé

Hoi thoai nhan vat (HTNV) 1a mét thanh t6
quan trong trong truyén ngan. N6 khong chi 1a
phuong tién thé hién sy twong tic giita cic
nhian vat ma con dé phan dnh méi quan hé
gitra tdc gia - nhan vat — va nguoi doc. Trong
nhiéu tac pham HTNV con dugc sir dung nhu
mot thi phap gitp khic hoa hinh twong nhéan
vat. Cach thic nhan vat “ndi chuyén” khéng
dinh ho 1a ai, ho séng nhu thé nao, ho ¢6 vai
tro gi trong xa hdi dugc tadi tao trong tac
phdm. Theo cich d6, HTNV di vuot qua
khudn kho cta nhing ¢t truyén dé phan nao
cho théy hinh anh ctia mét xa hoi thuc su.
Bing phuong phdp phan tich hdi thoai va
nghién ctru ngén ngir hoc xa hoi, tic gia bai
viét nay mong mudn chi ra mbi quan h¢ gilta
HTNV va hoan canh xd hoi dong thoi cho
thdy cdch thic nhan dién xa hoi dugc xay

dung qua HTNV trong mét s6 truyén ngan noi
tleng Viét — Mi tir d6 khang dinh ngdn ngir c6
thé gép phan phan anh xa hoi nhu thé nao.

2. Hoi thoai nhan vat va nhan dién

Hoi thoai nhéan vét dugc dinh nghia 1a «su
trao doi 101 thoai gitra hai hodc hon hai nhan
vat » (http://en.wikipedia.org). Theo Myriam
Bras & Laure Vieu (4, 225) HTNV dé cap
dén “hai hodc hon hai dbi tuong tham thoai
v6i nhitng ¥ dinh, mong muon, niém tin khéc
nhau, vi vy c6 céch tiép can thong tin duoc
trao déi khac nhau”.

Bakhtin, M (1984) nhin nhan HTNV mot
cich cy thé hon khi khing dinh HTNV la
nhimg phat ngon do nhan vat tao ra trong mot
tac pham vin hoc, bao gdm phan thoai ciia cd
nhan d6 - cdi t6i. Tuy nhién ong ciing nhan
manh tim quan trong ctia phan thoai lién quan
bén ngoai cdi t6i vi cho rang céi téi khong tu
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sinh cting khong tu tao nghia. Taylor (10,36)
cling theo quan diém cua Bakhtin, M khang
dinh “T6i 1a toi chi khi xét trong mdi quan hé
voi nhitng ngudi tham thoai khac ... cai toi
chi ton tai trong pham vi ctia c4i ma toi goi Ia
mang ludi dam thoai” (I am a self only in
relation to certain interlocutors ... a self
exists only within what I call webs of
interlocation).

Tt nhitng quan dlem nay cho thay HTNV
khong chi 1a mot két cau can thiét trong kién
tric ctia mot tac pham van hoc ma tr¢ thanh
cong cu hitu hiéu gitp tic gia xay dung céi
Tbi nhan vat. Bang phuong tién ngdn ngit 10i
néi trong trudng vin hoc voi nhitng mbi quan
hé lién nhén, tic gia c6 thé truyén tai dén
ngudi doc nhimng théng diép cta tic pham,
khong phu thudc vao cdt truyén hay phan
thuat truyén. Trén thyc té, khi c4 nhin nhan
vat khong thé ton tai tich roi nhimg cé thé
khic va ngit canh giao tiép (interactional
context) cling nhu chu canh xa hoi (social
settings), nguoi ta c6 thé khiang dinh nhimng
phat ngdn ho tao ra c6 thé gitp xdy dyng nhan
dién — ca c4 thé va xa hoi. Thuyét nhan dién
x4 hoi coi nhan dién nhém ctia mot ca nhan 1a
“méau chdt trong phat trién cdi t6i va 1a nén
tang chi phdi nhitg hanh vi khac nhau, trong
d6é c6 hanh vi ngdn ngd” (Meyerhoff;
1996:204).

3. Nhéan dién xa h§i dwgc xiy dung
qua HTNYV trong truyén ngin Viét-Mi

3.1. Xay dung nhdn dién cd thé

Nhan dién 12 mot qud trinh gin lién véi
thyc tién xa hoi. Theo Taylor, C (1989) trich
trong Benbell, B & Stokoe, E (3 35) thi
“Nguoi ta khong thé 1a mot ca thé néu chi xét
trén phuong dién ctia mot c4 thé” (One cannot
be a self on one’s own). NOi cach khac, viéc
nhan biét mét cd thé thuong khong ton tai biét
1ap ma trong mbi quan hé twong tic voi mot
hodc nhitng c4 thé khéc, nhimg ddi twong c6
churc néng tao gia tri cho su ton tai éy. Va nhu
vay nhan dién ca thé (cai To1) gitp nhan dién

xa hoi boi Toi chinh 1a mot cau thanh ciia xi
hoi. Tir vai tro cia cdi Toi dy, xa hoi s& duoc
tiép nhan khong phai nhu mét cAu tric tinh
véi nhiing tang bac, quy tic ludt 1€ ma no la
mot thyc thé dong véi sy tong hoa ciia cic
mdi quan hé trong d6 ¢ T6i.

Truyén ngin ctia Nam Cao c6 thé duoc coi
1a dién hinh cho qud trinh xdy dung cai Toi
nhan vat. Cung sinh ra trong giai doan dinh
cao cta van hoc hién thuc Viét Nam, cung
phan d4nh mot xa hoi phong kién day dp birc
véi nhitng kiép nguoi co cuc. Chi Pheo, Lao
Hac, Pién hay Ho cua Nam Cao déu rat khac
véi o6ng Nghi, 6ng Li, 6ng Huyén hay kép Tu
Bén ciia Nguyén Cong Hoan; Nhan, Huyén,
hay mo Du cta Nguyén Hong mot phan 12 boi
Nam Cao da sir dung HTNV lam phuong tién
khic hoa nhan vat rt thanh cong.

Phan tich doan hoi thoai dién ra gitta Chi
Pheo, mot ké «nguoi chang ra ngudi» chuyén
rach mdt an va chi biét rugu say r0i chiri, va
B4 Kién, mot chanh tong “khon réc doi”
nguoi ta s€ hiéu & hon vé hiéu luc cua
HTNV.

Al - Oilang nuéc 6i! Cru tdi v6i ...Oi lang
nuoc 6i! Bo con thang Kicn n6 dam chét
toi! Thang Li Cudng né dam chét tdi roi,
lang nude 6i!

[...]

B1 - Cac badi vao nha ; dan ba chi 16i thdi,
biét gi ?

B2 - (4 cac ong, cic ba n&a,’vzé di thoi
chir! C6 gi ma xdm lai nhu thé nay?

[...]

B3 - Anh Chioi! Sao anh lai lam ra thé.

A2 - Tao chi lidu chét véi bér con nha may
day thoi. Nhung tao ma chét thi c6 thang
sat nghi¢p, ma con rii tu chua biét chung.
[...]

B4 - Cdi anh nay n6éi méi hay! Ai lam gi
anh ma anh phai chét? Doi nguoi chir c6
phdi con ngdée dau? Lai say roi phai
khong?

L. ,

B5 - Vé bao gio th€? Sao khong vao toi

choi? Bi vao nha udng nudc.
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[...]

B6 - Nao dung lén di. Cir vao ddy ubng
nudc da C6 gi ta ndi chuyén tur té voi
nhau, cin gl ma phai lam thanh dong Ién
nhur thé, nguoi ngoai biét, mang tleng ca.

[...]

B7 - Kho qud! Gid c6 toi ¢ nha thi dau dén
noi. Ta néi chuyén voi nhau, thé nao
cling xong. Ngudi 16n ca, chi mot cau
chuyén véi nhau la du.”

[...]
B8 - Thing Cudng dau, toi may ddng chét!
Khong bao ngudi nha dun nudce, mau 1€n.

Phén thoai nhan vat thé hién rd nhan dién
cua tung ca thé tham thoai: tir tinh céch, vi tr
xa hoi, quyén luc cho toi mdi quan hé lién
nhan. Chi Pheo bt dau bang céch néi cuia mot
ké khong can quan tim dén thé dién, véi cai
Tb6i manh dong, yéu thé (A1; A2) trong khi d6
cu Bi lai cho thdy sy khon khéo khi chuyén
huong hdi thoai (Bl B2), khién giam 4p luc
tryc tiép tir glao tiép trudc kh1 thuc hién tham
thoai véi déi tuong giao tiép chinh. Trén thuc
té Chi Pheo chi ¢6 hai luot 16i Al va A2 so
voi tong s6 tam luot 10 tir B1-8 cta B4 Kién.
Hién tuong nay c6 thé goi 1a khuyét thoai khi
mdi cip thoai chi ton tai mot luot 10i. Puong
nhién ngudi ta ¢6 thé ngdm hiéu rang luot 15i
thtr hai cua mdi cap thoai dugc thé hién bﬁng
sw im ling ma theo Nguyén DPirc Dan “la mot
chién Iugc giao tiép” (7,90). Tuy nhién trong
truong hop nay, cd nhan tic gia bai viét nay
cho ring Chi Pheo khong c6 chu ¥ sir dung im
lang 1a chién lugc giao tiép khi duong dau véi
B4 Kién ma thuc t€ la B4 Kién da thyuc sy ha
guc Chi Pheo, ha guc ¥ chi chién d4u ctia han.
Theo nguyén 1i lich sy (Brown and Levinson,
1987), béng chién lugc lich su duong tinh
“thé hién nd lyuc t6 ra quan tam tdi lgi ich cta
nguoi khdc va mot mong mudn théa man nhu
cau cta ho” Bentahila & Davies (1981:101)
trich trong Nguyén Quang (2002) Ba Kién da
thanh cong trong viéc tranh ton hai vé thé dién
cho Chi Pheo, nguoi tham thoai, do d6 da
chién thing Chi Pheo. Tuy nhién trong phan

HTNV nay, chién lugc dén bu thé dién ma B4
Kién s dung, ban thin né mang tinh bat
thuong vi an sau muc dich ton trong thé dién
clia d6i twong giao tiép 1a ¥ d6 tha héa nhan
cdch mot con nguoi.

Theo nguyén 1i cong tac ctia Grice (1975)
thi hoi thoai gitta hai nhan vat nay vi pham ca
vé phuong chim luong va phuong cham quan
h¢. B4 Kién cung cip nhiéu thong tin hon
duoc doi hoi (b4-8) va khi Chi Pheo khong
dap 101 dong nghia véi viée hin ta khong thuc
hién phuong cham lugng quan h¢. Cu Ba lién
tuc sir dung ngdn nglt nhu mot vii khi dé tan
cong va cudi cing di ha guc ddi phuong, két
thic bang viéc Chi Phéo theo B4 Kién vao
nha, mét sy quy phuc (b6, b7). Tém lai, Nam
Cao da str dung hiéu qua nhan dién cai Toi
nhan vat trong xay dung nhin di¢n xa hoi.
Thir nhat 12 vai trd xa hoi cta nhitng cd nhan
tham thoai cu thé 1a Chi Pheo va B4 Kién:
mdt ngheo kho, don gian; mot giau cd, tha
doan. Tht hai 1a nhiing thudc tinh x& hdi duoc
bdc 16 qua nhén dién ca thé: su xung dot cua
hai tang 16p x4 hoi.

‘Trong van hoc Mi dau thé ki 20, ngudi ta
biét den Hemmgway véi mét loat nhitng tac
pham nbi tiéng ca tiéu thuyét va truyén ngin
véi sy anh huong rd nét cua “thé hé vut di”
(The Lost generation) dén viéc xay dung nhan
vat va cbt truyén (The Sun also rises; A
farewell to arms), hay khdc bi¢t chung toc,
hodc su bat 6n xa hoi Mi voi sy gia tang vé toi
pham c6 t6 chirc cua thé giéi ngdm nhiing
nam 1910s, giai doan “Khung hoang 1én”
(Great depressions).

Cudc hoi thoai gitta hai nhan vat xa hi
den (Max va Al) voi nguoi chi quan an
(George) trong truyén ngan the Killers ciia
Hemingway g6p phan khang dinh hiéu qua
cua nhan dién xa hdi qua giao tiép nhan vat.

Al - “Talk to me, bright boy,” Max said.
“What do you think’s going to happen?
George did not say anything.

A2 - Tl tell you,” Max said. “We're
going to kill a Swede. Do you know a big
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Swede named Ole Andreson?

Bl - “Yes”

A3 - He comes here to eat every night,
don't he?

B2 - Ifhecomes

A4 - We know all that, bright boy,” Max
said. “Talk about something else. Ever go
to the movies?

B3 - Oncein a while

A5 - You ought to go to the movies more.
The movies are fine for a bright boy like
you.

B4 - What are you going to kill Old
Andreson for? What did he ever do to
you?

A6 - He never had a chance to do
anything to us. He never even seen us.

Cl - “And he’s going to see us once,” Al
said from the kitchen.

B5 -  What are you going to kill him for,
then? George asked

A7 - We're killing him for a friend. Just to
oblige a friend, bright boy.

C2 - “Shut up!” said Al from the kitchen.
“You talk too godamn much”

A8 - “Well, I got to keep the boy amused.
Don’t, I, bright boy?”

C3 - “You talk too damn much,” Al said.

“The nigger and my bright boy are
amused by themselves. I got them tied up
like a couple of girl friends in the
convent.

Max 13 ngudi mé thoai bang mot cau hoi
voi George tuy nhién lai khong phai nhim
muc dich yéu ciu thong tin ma thuc chét 1a dé
cung cap thong tin. Han thé hién sy ngao man,
t6 thai do coi thuong dbi véi 6ng chu qudn,
George. Trong phan cip thoai niy ta chi thdy
mat Iuot 161 tir Max, phan luot 161 con lai 12 sy
im lang cua George. St dung phuong thuc im
ling c6 thé 4n chtra nhiéu y d6 cua ngudi
tham thoai. Theo Nguyén Ptic Dan “Im ling
cing la mot hanh vi ngdn ngit” (7,90). Theo
cau tric héi thoai thi hién tugng nay c6 thé
goi 1a bd luot 161 hoac khuyét thoai. N6 cho
thdy nguoi tham thoai hodc khong dii ning
luc (kién thirc, ngdn ngit) duy tri giao tiép,

hodc mudn truyén tai nhiing thai do nhéat dinh.
Trong truong hop niy ngudi ta ¢6 thé i giai
hodc vi George thuc su khong biét didu gl s€
xay ra, hodc anh ta hiéu myc dich giao tiép
cua luogt 161 1 14 “héi ma khong can tra 1017,
hodc d6 1a céch thé hién thai do khong cong
tac. Phan tich tong thé phan hoi thoai trén ta
c6 thé thay su khéc biét vé do dai cua céc luot
161 trong mdi cap thoai (A2-B1; A3-B2; A4-
B3), phan tranh 16i (C1, C2, C3), phan lap 15
(B4, BS). Xuyén sudt nhiing cudc thoai trong
cau truyén, nguoi doc d& dang thiy ¢ George
mot nguoi chi quan thang thin, trong nghia
khi. Tuy nhién anh ta ciing khéng mudn can
thi¢p vao nhitng cau chuyén cua khiach hang,
d6 1a mot quy tac can thiét khi 1a chu ctia mot
quén an gitra thoi ki xa hoi Mi kha bat 6n, véi
day rdy nhimng biang nhém ngoai vong phdp
ludt, san sang giét nguoi qua nhimg thoa
thuan (the deal). Bén canh dé ph?m Iuot 101
nge"ln (brief), théng thin (relevant) cta anh ta
cling cho thdy thdi do khong hop tic véi
nhitng ké giét nguoi. Céch néi chuyén cia
Max, mét trong hai ké giét nguoi, ngoal viéc
cho thay su khiém nhd, vd cam ciia hin dbi
véi nguoi tham thoai, con thé hién gia tri
quyén lyc cta hin. Han gidu cot chii qudn, coi
thuong anh ta, hin dang néi chuyén véi Max
nhung thyc té khong phai vdy, hin dang néi
chuyén véi chinh hin. Muc dich ctia hoi thoai
c6 thé 1a tim hiéu hodc cung cap thong tin,
yéu cau, hoic ra 1énh, v.v. Tuy nhién trong
truong hop nay Max hoi, nhung khong can
nghe tra 101 vi d6 1a didu hin da biét trudc
(Al- 4) Su 1ap 161 cua George cling mdt phan
cho thiy su coi thuong cua ké giét ngu(n voi
nguoi chi quan khi hin khong cung cip thong
tin mach lac. Ngoai ra, hién tugng tranh 101
ctia Al (C1-3) boc 16 thai do bat lich sy trong
giao tiép cling voi y d6 che dau hanh vi. Cach
thitc Al sir dung ngdn ngir trong phan thoai
cho thiy hén 12 ai (mot ngudi da tring), hung
han, c¢6 vi thé 4p dao ddi voi nhitng nguoi con
lai trong nhém giao tiép. Tém lai, thong qua
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phan thoai ctia ba nhin vat trong mot quan an
trong “the Killers” cia Hemingway, ngudi
doc phﬁn nao hiéu duoc cuc dién cua xa hoi
Mi thoi bay gio: sy bat on kem theo sy gia
tang cua nhitng bang nhém tdi pham. Day 1a
maot phan ciia thoi ki “the Great Depression”.

3.2. Xdy dung méi quan hé lién nhén

Theo Haliday, M.K.A, ban chat cta hoi
thoai 12 mot qua trinh trao ddi (giving or
demanding) ¢ d6 ngudi néi hodc 1a “trao cho
ngudi nghe mot cai gi d6” hodc 12 “yéu cau &
ngudi nghe mot cdi gi d6” (6,67) ¢ thé so
sdnh véi qua trinh trao d6i hang héa va dich
vu hodc thong tin gilta ngudi mua va nguoi
ban. T géc do nay cho théy hoi thoai 1a mot
cAu tric dong, bién doi tuy thudc vao muc
dich, dbi twong, ngir canh phat ngdn, thé hién
su tuong tac gitta nguoi ndi va nguoi nghe va
theo d6 phan 4anh mdi quan hé lién nhan cia
nhiing nguoi tham thoai.

Trong van hoc, HTNV dugc sir dung dé
phan anh mdi quan hé da dang giita cdc nhan
vat, va hon thé 12 mdi quan hé gitra téc gia va
ngudi doc, gitra tic phdm va xa hoi. Khao st
mot sd truyén nga"ln Viét nam va Mi dau thé ki
XX, tic gia bai viét nhan thdy xa hoi hoan
toan c6 thé nhan dién théng qua mbi quan hé
lién nhan cua cdc nhan vat trong tic phim
thong qua giao tiép 10i thoai.

Tir phan hoi thoai dudi ddy trong tdc pham
“Doi thira” ctia Nam Cao, chiing ta khong chi
thiy rd nhimng ddc diém thudc c4 thé cdc nhan
vat ma con ca mdi quan hé giita cd nhan va xa
hoi, thudc tinh gan két v6i xa hoi do.

H1 - Ngay mai ... minh c6 biét khong? ...
Chi ngay mai thoi! — 12 toi dudi tat ca
me con minh ra khoi nha nay ... T6i
dudi tat, khong mét dira no, ke ca con
bé Thao 1a con ngoan nhét . May daa
kia déu dang vat mot nhat cho chét ca!
Chiing n6 chi biét an rdi ngo1 om con
nhu nhén 6m khu khu boc trung,
khong chiu lam thém viéc gi cho ¢6
tién. Chi kho thang nay thoi!

[...]

H2 - Nay, Tur a... Nghi cho ki, doi toi
khong dang khé ma héa kho. Ay thé,
ma tuy kho thi kh thét, nhung thir ¢6
nguoi giau bac van nao thuén doi léy
céc dia vi cua toi, chua chéc t6i da ddi.
T6i cho réng: nhitng khi dugc doc mét
doan van nhu doan nay, ma lai hiéu
duoc tit ca cdi hay, thi diu in mot
mén an ngon dén dau ciing khong
thich bang. Sudng lim! Sao thién ha
lai ¢6 nguoi tai dén thé? Minh tinh:
nguoi ta ta cai canh mot nguodi nhé qué
huong chi mét ¢6 ba ciu, ding ba cau!

. Minh ¢6 hiéu khéng? ... Ba ciu
gian di mdt cach khong ngo - ma hay
duogc dén nhu thé nay. ..

Tl - C6 18 hom nay la mdng hai, mong ba
tﬁ}{ r6i, minh nhi? .
H4 - A phai! Hom nay mong ba ... Gid

minh khong héi t6i thi tdi quén .. Toi
khong phai di xudng phd.
T2 -Heén ndo ma em thdy ngudi thu
tién nha sang nay da dén ...
H5 -Tién nha ...tién giit ... tién thudc
..tién nuoc mim ...con chiu tat‘
Thang vira roi tidu tén qud, mdi mong
mudi da hét tién. May ma con c6 dat
mua chiu duoc.

Ho, mot nha van dﬁy hoai bio, bé tic trong
c4i xa hoi ngheo tiing, noi nguoi ta khong thé
thoat ra khoi cdi vong luan quan ciia Com-Ao.
Anh ta byc tirc chinh minh vi “con gi dau kho
hon mot ké van khat khao lam mot cdi gi nang
cao gid tri doi sdng ciia minh, ma két cuc
chang 1am dugc gi, chi nhiing lo com 4o ma
da mét (Nam Cao: Doi thira)”, vi thé trit gian
I€n nhiing ké da gy ra cai hoan canh cua anh
ta d6 chinh 1a vg, con anh ta.

Phan tich mdi quan hé lién nhan giita hai
vo chong Ho, ngudi ta thdy ro vai trd ciia lich
su trong giao tiép. Md dau bang mot loat céc
phat ngén de doa thé dién cua ngudi nghe
(H1), Ho da khién Tur phai im lang. Viéc vi
pham phuong chim lugng nay khong khién
pha vO ma nguoc lai gidp tang hi¢u qua giao
tlep Thuc té sy im lang cia Tu da phan nao
dén b duoc céi thé dién da mat cho Ho, né
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thé hién sy cam chiu cua nhiing nguoi dan ba
Viét Nam trong xa hdi ci. Tuy nhién trong
phan 2 (H2), phan thoai cia Ho da phan nao
thé hién su quan tam dén dn bu thé dién cho
Tir. Anh ta coi Tir khong chi don thuan 1a mot
ngudi vo ma con nhu mot nguoi ban tim
giao, mQt nguodi ban vin chuong, ngudi ma
anh ta c6 thé chia sé¢ nhiing xtdc cam khi doc
duogc nhiig dng van hay, nhiing y tho dep
Tuy nhién néu xét cho cung thi ngay viéc den
bu the dién nguoi nghe de duy tri giao tlep
nay van thé hién sy bé tic cta Ho vi thuc té
khi anh ta chia s¢ van chuong véi T, mét
nguoi “chang hiéu dugc bao nhiéu” lai s&
cang lam tang sy cd doc cua anh ta. Tur 10i
thoai gitta hai nhan véat, nguodi doc s& cam
nhan duoc mot xa hoi dﬁy bé tic ma nhiing
con ngudi sdng trong d6 khé c¢6 cach thodt ra
duoc.

Trong tic phdm “The Gift of Magi’ cia
O’Henry, doan hdi thoai dudi day la mot
trong nhitng phan quan trong, kich tinh va
mang lai gid tri nhin van nhét cho toan thé
truyén, dong thoi khang dinh vai trd cia
HTNV trong xiy dung mdi quan hé lién nhan
gifta cac nhén vat.

Al “Jim, darling,” she cried, “don't look at
me that way. I had my hair cut off and
sold it because I couldn't have lived
through Christmas without giving you a
present. It'll grow out again—you won't
mind, will you? I just had to do it. My
hair grows awfully fast. Say ‘Merry
Chistmas!” Jim, and let's be happy. You
don't know what a nice—what a
beautiful, nice gift I've got for you.”

B1 “You've cut off your hair?”

A2 “Cut it off and sold it,” said Della.
“Don't you like me just as well,
anyhow? I'm me without my hair, ain't

7

B2 “You say your hair is gone?” he said,
with an air almost of idiocy.

A3 “You needn't look for it,” said Della.

“It's sold, I tell you—sold and gone,
too. It's Christmas Eve, boy. Be good to

me, for it went for you. Maybe the hairs
of my head were numbered,” she went
on with sudden serious sweetness, “but
nobody could ever count my love for
you. Shall I put the chops on, Jim?”

B3 “Don't make any mistake, Dell,” he
said, “about me. I don't think there's
anything in the way of a haircut or a
shave or a shampoo that could make
me like my girl any less. But if you'll
unwrap that package you may see why
you had me going a while at first.”

A4 “My hair grows so fast, Jim!”

A5 And them Della leaped up like a little
singed cat and cried, “Oh, oh!”

A6 “Isn't it a dandy, Jim? I hunted all over
town to find it. You'll have to look at
the time a hundred times a day now.
Give me your watch. I want to see how
it looks on it.”

B4 “Dell,” said he, “let's put our
Christmas presents away and keep 'em
a while. They're too nice to use just at
present. I sold the watch to get the
money to buy your combs. And now
suppose you put the chops on.”

Della mé thoai bang 1i do ¢6 cat di mdi téc
vang 6ng 4 cta minh, mot tai san vo gid, thu
ma c6 va chdng c6 yéu quy nhat vi mudn ting
cho chong, Jim, mot mén qua Gidng sinh.
Thuyc té theo vian héa Mi, nguoi ta khé c6 thé
chdp nhan viéc di qua Gidng sinh ma khong
¢6 mot mén qua tang cho nhling ngudi minh
yéu thuong. Su ngheo khé di dan co dén véi
quyét dinh bén téc. Trong luot 10i Al, Della
trdn an Jim nhung thuc chét ciing 13 an wi
chinh minh. Xen 1an sy lo ling 1a niém vui c6
c6 dugc nho ¢ trong tay moén qua Gidng sinh
vira ¥ cho nguoi chong yéu quy. Phan luot 10
B1 va B2, A2, A3 vi pham phuong chim chat
va phuong chdm céch thirc khi yéu cau thong
tin duoc lap lai. Xét vé mit vat i, khong phai
vi dbi tuong tham thoai khong thé tiép nhan
thong tin, tuy nhié€n nhin tir géc 46 tam li, né
thé hién su ngac nhién cao d9, rﬁng dé6 1a didu
ma ca hai déu cam thay khé chap nhan. Cao
trao cua truyén khong dung & d6 khi luogt 101
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B3, A6 md mit cho li do vi sao Jim lai c6 thai
d6 khé 6 thé chip nhan dugc sy that. Va dieu
y nghia nhat dugc thé hi¢n & luot loi cuodi
cung (B4) khi ngum ta hiéu ra rang dung
trudc tinh yéu tit ca nhitng tai san vét chat
khic du ding gid dén dau ciing khong con
nhiéu y nghia. Qua 10i thoai nhan vat,
O’Henry mudn dé cap dén mot diéu quan
trong hon ngoai tinh yéu lra d6i cta hai nhan
vat chinh 1a mét triét 1i (philosophy) d6 la
ngay trong long New York mot xa hoi nguoi
ta thuong nghi la v6 cam, x6 bo, day ray toi
pham van tran day tinh yéu thuong va con
nguoi ta can phai sbng véi nhiéu hi vong hon
tuy€t vong.

3.3. Phan dnh thuc trang xd hgi

Khao sét d6i véi 82 truyén ngén hién thuc
Viét nam tiéu biéu giai doan 1930-1945 cho
thdy HTNV khong chi don thuan 1a phan trao
d6i thong tin hodc thu phap khic hoa hinh
tugng nhin vat cia mdi tic gid, né con goép
phén tich cuc vao viéc phan dnh thyc trang xa
hoi. Trong giai doan nay, HTNV boc 10 mét
xa hoi voi ddy du nhimg thudc tinh von c6 tir
su khac biét vé giai cép, hoan canh kinh té,
dén nhitng hu tuc, thanh kién, su kiét qué cua
mot x4 hoi v6i phan 16n 1 nhimg con ngudi
d6i khat, ngheo khé va mot bd phan nhod
nhiing ké quan lai c6 tién, hom hinh, dua doi,
coi mang ngudi ngheéo nhu céd ric. Ngoai ra
d6 con 1a mot xi hoi véi sy xubng cip nghiém
trong vé dao duc, voi nhitng con nguoi coi
trong chii nghia vat chét, tan nhan hon ca
nhitng ké mau lanh. Noi bat trong s6 nhiing
truyén ngan d6 1a “Mot bita no” cia Nam
Cao, “Céi rang con ch6 cua nha tu san”;
“Nguoi ngua, ngua nguoi’, “Bdo hiéu: tra
nghia me”, “Bdo hiéu: tra nghia cha”, “Ddng
hao c¢6 ma”, “Thit nguodi chét” ciia Nguyén
Coéng Hoan, “Mot céi chét”, “Bi san khi”, “Bd
rang vang”’, “Ba ldo loa”
Phung.

cua Vii Trong

Phan HTNV trong truyén ngin “Rdng con
ché ciia nha tw san” ciia Nguyén Cong Hoan
dudi day phan dnh phan nao thuc trang xa hoi
duong thoi.

Al - Thdi chét r6i! Con Lu lam sao thé
nay! Oi gidi oi! N6 gdy hai cdi rang rdi!
Kho toi qua!

[-]

A2 - A may dinh giy ring ch6 ong, ong
chi kep cho may chét twoi, roi ong dén
mang. Bit qué ba chyc ngan bac 1a cling!

Dé dang nhén thdy phan HTNV ctia Ong
chu khéng phai 12 phan song thoai ma 1a don
thoai. Nguoi nghe s& thay vai trd doc ton ciia
ong ta trong qud trinh giao tiép. Trong phan
luot 101 A1 12 mét loat cAu cam thén, thé hién
s quan tdm, 1ong yéu quy cua 6ng doi véi
con ché ma 6ng da day cong cham séc. N6
dbi 14p hoan toan véi luot 161 A2 khi 6ng bdc
16 ban chét doc ac cung su tho o, khinh miét
ngudi ngheo, coi thudng mang sdng ciia ho.

Trong truyén “Bdo hiéu: trd nghia me” ctia
Nguyén Céng Hoan, ciing 1a phan don thoai
cua nguoi con, 6ng chu, trong doan hoi thoai
VOl nguoi me, nguoi dan ba qué mua ngheo
khé. Phan khuyét thoai thé hién su yéu thé
cua nguoi me cling nhu sy dp dao cua nguoi
con trong vai trd cua cdc ddi tuong tham
thoai. Nhin tr géoc d0 ngdn nglr hdi thoai,
nguoi ta thay ro sy tha héa bién chat, su tan
nhan, v6 nhan tinh ctia con nguoi khi ngay ca
tinh mau tur cling bi loai bo.

Al MGt suyt nita thi lam t6i € ca mat! Ai
bao ba ra lam gi?

A2 T6i da cAm ba khong duoc ra dén day
kia ma. Da mt 1an trudc rdi, ma khong
chura! Ba khong biét dé si dién cho t6i!
Day nay, ba cam ldy! Ba vé di! Ba phai
vé ngay bay gid! Méi c6 hon bay gio,
con sém!

A3 Thang bép dau rdi! May dua ba Ay ra!
M2 may phai bao ching né ring tao
cam, khong dira ndo duge kéo ba 4y ca!
Cho ba 4y di bo dé ban sau ma chira.

Trong vin hoc Mi dau thé ki 20, thong qua
khao sit mot sO truyén ngin ndi tiéng cia
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Earnest Hemingway, William Faulkner,
Sherwood Anderson, Jean Toomer, Scott
Fitzgerard, tic gia bai viét nhan thdy, viéc
phén 4nh thyc trang xa hdi ciia cdc tic phim
tap trung vao viéc khic hoa mot xa hoi Mi tu
do, thuc dung, phéng khoang, sy phan biét
chung tdc, ki thi gidi tinh, nhitng anh huong
ctia 1an séng cong nghiép héa dbi voi doi
song xd hoi, va tic dong ciia chién tranh thé
gidi dbi voi xa hoi M, v.v.

Dudi ddy 12 mot phan thoai duogc trich tir
“Bright and Morning Star” cua Richard
Wright néi vé tinh than d4u tranh doi binh
dang gitta ngudi Mi da tring va Mi da den.

Al “Lissen, nigger woman, yuh talkin to
white men!”

B1 “Ah don care who Ahm talking t!”

A2 Yuhll wish some day yuh did!”

B2 “Not to the likes of yuh!”

A3 Yuh need somebody t teach yuh how t
be a good nigger!”

Cau thoai thtr nhat 12 sy rin de cua ngudi
n01 ddi VO‘l nguoi nghe. Nguoi canh sit da
trang muon canh bdo nguoi phu nit da den
(Sue) vé v1 thé xa hoi cua ba ta va su khac biét
vé giai cap (A1), phan thoai A2 tiép tuc cho
thdy quyén lyc ciia ngudi da tring khi de doa
ngudi phu nir da den va khang dinh d6 1a diéu
ba ta s& phai hi tiéc. Cau thoai cudi ciing A3
thé hién o nhét gid tri quyén luc trong xi hoi
khi khang dinh vai trd ctia nguoi da trang la
nhiing nguoi dat ra quy dinh, 1a nhiing nguoi
thong tri trong khi d6 nguoi da den 1a ddi
tuong phai phuc ting sy dp dat dy, ho phai
nhén thirc dugc vi tri ctia ho ¢ dau trong xa
héi. HTNV trong phén nay cua tic pham
ngoai viéc cho thiy sy dan 4p cia nhung
ngudi Mi da tring v6i nhimg nguoi Mi gbc
Phi chiing ta con thdy duoc sy can dam ciing
nhu thdi do phan khang ctia nguodi phu nir da
den.

Tém lai, HTNV lam dugc nhiéu hon
nhiém vu tao lién két gitia cdc nhan vat va boc
16 y d6 cua tic gia. Piéu ma ngdn ngir 10i néi

(phan thoal) trong tac pham lam duogc cung
voi phan ngon ngir viét (phan thuat) 12 ty ban
chat n6 thé hién tat ca nhimg gi 1a thudc tinh
cia né, ¢ lién quan va dang dién ra xung
quanh né, tic dong dén n6. N6i céch khic,
thuc trang xa hoi hoan toan c6 thé duoc nhin
nhan qua HTNV.

3. Két luan

Nghién ctru vé ngdn ngit nhan vat 1a mot
van d& khéng méi tuy nhién van thu hit duoc
su chd y cta khong it nhitng nha nghién ctru
van hoc va ngdn ngit hoc. Trén thuc té HTNV
12 mot phan khong thé téch roi cia ngdn ngir
nhan vat. Cling voi cbt truyén, tinh tiét tic
pham, thu phdp xay dung nhan vat, HTNV
g6p phan miéu ta ddy du ban chét va thudc
tinh ciia nhan vat, gép phan xiy dung céi tbi
nhan vat. Tuy nhién mét thyc t& ¢ thé duoc
thira nhan 14 HTNV da vuot qua khoi ranh
gidi ctia giao tiép nhan vat trong tac pham vin
hoc va tré thanh mot cong cu hitu hi€u gitp
nhan dién xa hoi thong qua qua trinh xay
dung cdi t6i ca thé ctia nhan vat, tao dung mbi
quan hé li€n nhan, va phan anh thuc trang xa
hoi.

Mac du van hoc Mi va van hoc Viét Nam
Iudén c6 sy khac nhau béi né dugc phat trién
trén hai nén tang van hoéa khic nhau, hoan
canh chinh tri xa hoi khac nhau, cac trao luu
van hoc khdc nhau va nhitng ngudi cim biit
khong giéng nhau, nhung chiing ta c6 thé
khéng dinh mét thuc té ng6n ngli nhan vat va
cu thé 1a HTNV c¢6 tinh phé quét (universal),
1a cong cu gitip nha vin khic hoa nhan vat,
tao tinh lién két trong van ban va bdc 10 ban
chét xa hoi noi ma né duoc tao ra.
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