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PAC PIEM TiNH TU CHI LUQONG
TRONG TRUYEN KIEU CUA NGUYEN DU

Characteristic of the quantitative adjectives
used by Nguyen Du in Kieu

NGUYEN TH| THANH HUGONG
(ThS; Pai hoc Héng Purc, Thanh Héa)

Abstract: Kieu — a poetry romance by the Great Vietnamese poet Nguyen Du - is really a
masterpiece mentioning the pinnacle of the art in language use. Among 89/3254 lines of verse, the poet
uses 8 quantitative adjectives classified into groups. Each of the groups has two antonym words: high -
low, long - short, wide-narrow, deep - shallow. The word “high” is most frequently used and the word
“shallow” is used only once in one line of the poetry. Except the case of two adjectives “high” and
“wide”, which are used with original meaning to point out measure of people, things, and show typical
features of quantitative adjectives in Vietnamese, in Kieu they are used with convertible meanings
associated with words in different meaning fields to describe different significances. Nguyen Du’s

skillful and artful use of these adjectives best expresses the social moral ideology of Kieu.
Keywords: quantitative adjectives, art, language use, poetry, verse,. ..

1. Tinh tir 12 tir loai c6 sb luong 16n va c6 dac
diém hét sirc phic tap. N6 ¢6 vai trd va vi tri quan
trong trong hé théng tir loai nén luén thu hut sy
chl y dac biét cua cac nha nghién ctru. Trong
tiéng Viét, tinh tir dugc chia thanh nhiéu tiéu loai
dua trén nhitng can ct khac nhau. Theo tac gia
cudn “Gido trinh ngit phdp tiéng Viér*: Néu can
ctr vao ¥ nghia khai quat cua cac tiéu pham tri,
tinh tir c6 hai loai. D6 1a tinh tir biéu thi cac ddc
diém vé& chat va tinh tir chi dac diém vé luong,
“Tinh tir chi dic diém ve luong co thé “luong
hod” (nho mét thanh t6 phu ¢6 s6 tir chinh xdc di
sau) gom: cao, thap, réng, hep, dai, ngdn, néng,
sdu, day, mong, xa, gan...”( 3.Tr 43)

Khi n6i dén dinh cao cua nghé thuat ngon tur,
Truyén Kiéu ctia dai thi hao Nguyén Du duoc coi
la mét kiét tac. Pay thuc su 1a mot kho tir ngl
thudc du moi tir loai. Cac 16p tir loai phong phtl va
da dang d khing dinh gia tri ngh¢ thuat ngon tir
cia tiéng Viét néi chung va nghé thudt sir dung
ngdn tir clia nha tho néi riéng. Tuy nhién & bai viét

nay, chiing t6i khong tham vong di vao tat ca cac
tinh tir chi lugng ciia tiéng Viét ma chi giéi han 8
tinh tir: cao, thdp, néng, sdu, ngan dai, rong, hep;
tir d6 1am 16 nhimg déc diém vé kha nang két hop
va ¥ nghia ctia chung trong Truyén Kiéu.

2. Theo thdng ké cta ching toi, trong 3254 ciu
tho trong tac pham chi c6 89 cau ding cac tinh tir
chi lugng nhu: cao, thd}), nong, sdu, ngcfn, dai,
rong, hep. Véi sb luong khong 16n nhung nhimg
kha ning két hop ciing nhu nghé thuat sir dung
ngdn tir theo nghia chuyén cua ching trong tic
pham vin chuong lai 13 diéu cin ban t6i.

2.1 Trong tong s6 8 tir vé6i 89 lan sir dung, cac
tinh tir chi luong trong Truyén Kiéu tao thanh 4
nhém. MGi nhém c6 2 tir trai nghia nhau: cao/
thép, dai/ ngén, réngl hep, sdu/ néng. Trong mdi
nhém tir di trude tiéu biéu hon duge ding nhiéu
hon va véi tan s6 cao hon tir di sau.

Chéng han, cdp tinh tir cao/thd)v dugc sur dung
3 lan trong Truyén Kiéu:

(1128) Ddam rimg buée thip budc cao hdi
hung.
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Cau tho miéu ta canh dém khuya thanh ving
khién Thity Kiéu v6 ctng lo s¢ khi nhe da nghe 16
ngon ngot ctia chang S& bo trén va b lira bo lai
nang mot minh.

Ciing c6 khi dién ta tAm sy giai bay cua Thiy
Kiéu khi gip lai Thiic Sinh khi ¢ lau xanh sau
cudc danh ghen ctia Hoan Thur:

(1817) Bdy gio dt thap troi cao.

Va ngay ca khi dién ta tinh tiét H6 Ton Hién ép
duyén Thily Kiéu dua nang xudng thuyén ly tho
quan:

(2602) Ld man rii thap ngon dén khéu cao

Hay cip tinh tir dai/ngdn ciing dugc st dung 5
lan dién ta tim trang budn rau, kh6 dau thim day
nude mit, sy than than trach phan Thuy Kiéu
trong quang doi luu lac tir khi tir biét cha me ban
minh theo Ma Giédm Sinh 1am tron chit hiéu dén
khi nén nghia vo chong cing Thic Sinh. Tét ca
ddi lap voi quy luat doi thay ciia thoi gian nhu &
céc cau tho sau:

(684) Nhin nhau giot ngdn giot ddi ngon ngang

(1328) Ngcin ngay thoi ché dai 10i 1am chi.

(1369) Ni non dém ngdn tinh dai

(1503) Cam tay dai ngan thé than

(1796) Sau daz ngay ngan dong da sang xuan

Trong tong s6 8 tinh tir, tir “cao” 14 tir duoc
ding voi tan s6 cao nhét (25/89 1an chiém 28%).
Tir “néng” duoc ding duy nhat mot lan trong mot
cau tho (78).

2.2 Cling nhu trong ngbén nglt doi thuong,
trong Truyén Kiéu, cac tinh tir chi luong dugc st
dung theo nghia gdc. Do 1a nghia chi dic diém
kich thudc cua ngudi va vat. Theo thong ké cua
ching t6i, trong Truyén Kiéu véi 89 1an st dung
chi duy nhét c6 2 truong hop tir cao va réng ding
v6i nghia gbe ¢ 2 cau tho:

(2168) Vai nam thudc rong than mudi thudc
cao.

(2234) C6 cao hon thude lidu gay vai phan.

Trong truong hop nay, tir cao 2 lan sir dung.
N6 két hop v6i danh tir thdn, co va véi thanh td
phu 6 s tir chinh xéc 10 thude, hon thude. Tix
réng két hop véi danh tir vai va mét thanh t6 phu
c6 s6 tir chinh xac ndm thude miéu ta voc dang
cao 16n, oai phong cuia Tir Hai khi gap Thuy Kiéu

va sy thay doi ciia co cdy trong vuon khi Thily
Kiéu cho doi Tix Hai ra trin trd ve.

Nhu vay, trong Truyén Kiéu, céc tinh tir chi
luong dugce str dung trude hét voi nghia géc. Khi
d6 vé mat két hop, chung mang nhimg dic diém
dién hinh ciia tinh tir chi lugng trong tiéng Viét -
két hop véi tir chi sy vat co kich thudc va mot
thanh t6 phu chi lwvong c6 sé tir chinh xéc.

2.3 Ngoai 2 cau tho trén, 8 tinh tir chi lugng
trong Truyén Kiéu déu dugc ding voi nghia
chuyén theo phép an du va hoan du. Khi d6, cac
tinh tir khong mang dic diém két hop dién hinh
cua tinh tir chi lugng khong c6 nhiing thanh t&
phu chi s6 luong chinh xdc ma c6 mot bdi canh
két hop hoan toan khac. D6 1a su két hop véi cac
tir ngit thudc cac trudng nghia khic nhau dién ta
nhimng séc thai ¥ nghia khac nhau.

2.3.1. Nghia chuyén thir nhét, cac tinh tir
dugc dung voi nghia chi kich thude khong gian
nén céc tir co thé két hop véi dong tir: chay, bay,
mo ...

- Tir cao 2 lan két hop véi tir bay (cao bay,
bay cao) va 1 1an véi tir chay (cao chay) dién ta
khéng gian rong 16n, mit ming khong bén bo
khi Thity Kiéu bo tron thoat than sau khi chia tay
voi Thuac Sinh:

(1971) Liéu ma cao chay xa bay

(2017) Vi chang chip canh cao bay

(2150) Chim 16ng khon 1& cat minh bay cao.

- Hay tir rgng két hop véi tir mo dién ta con
dudng cong danh thing tién rong mo cua Kim
Trong khi d6 dat:

(2861) Cua troi rong mé duong may.

- Ciing c6 khi mét lan duy nhét trong Truyén
Kiéu, tir nong két hop véi dong tir viii dién ta
kich thudc ndm md trong céu tho:

(78) Viii néng mdt nAm mic dau co hoa.

Trong tét thanh minh, Thiy Kiéu vo tinh hay
d6 nhu 1a sy du bao sb phén cua nang Kiéu khi
gdp ngdi md cua Pam Tién. Khodng cach chon
viii nong can ciing nhu sy so sii, hoang ving
khéng ngudi viéng thim cia ndm md vo cha
khién Thiy Kiéu cam thuong than phan clua
ngum con gai tai hoa bac ménh. Day 1 lan duy
nhét tir néng xuat hién trong Truyén Kiéu.
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- Va 3 lan tir sdu duoc sir dung khi két hop voi
céac tir bé, vure, gieng, (bé sdu, viee sdu, giéng sdu)
dién ta khong gian siu rong v bo bén tiéu biéu
nhu cau tho miéu ta tinh tiét khi Kim Trong biét
tin v& Thuy Kiéu nhung khong biét tim nang &
dau:

(2943) Nghi diéu troi tham vuc sdu.

2.3.2. Nghia chuyén thtr hai, cac tinh tir chuyén
sang chi lugng thoi gian tirc chuyén sang trudng
nghia thoi gian va khi d6 sy két hop voi cac tir:
ngay, canh, dém. . .1a mot dau hiéu.

Tir dai va ngdn 3 1an két hop véi ngay, dém
(ngdn ngay, ngay ngdn, dém ngan) dién ta thoi
gian trong cac cau tho: 1328, 1369, 1796 ( da néu
trén). Cac ciu tho déu dién ta luong thoi gian qua
it ddi lap voi ndi 1ong triu ning day tim trang clia
Thuy Kiéu khi thé non hen bién véi Thiic Sinh &
Lau Ngung Bich, khi bj Khuyén Ung bén lai vao
lau xanh.

Dic biét mot 1an ciing 1a tir ngdn két hop véi tir
ngay chi thoi gian nhung tim trang Thiy Kiéu
hoan toan khéc:

(425) Ngay vui ngdn chang dy gang.

Cau tho miéu ta tinh tiét Thiy Kiéu gap Kim
Trong va tri ki cling nhau. Pay c6 1& 14 cau tho rét
hiém trong Truyén Kiéu n6i dén tdm trang vui
mumg va hanh phiic trong cudc doi nang Kiéu.
Thoi gian mét ngay déi voi nguodi dang yéu nhur
Thay Kiéu lai tréi di qua nhanh khién Thay Kiéu
khi ra vé dd mudn nhung van con nudi tiéc nén di
quay lai giao udc, thé nguyén cing Kim Trong.

Dong thoi 2 lan tir dai két hop véi tir canh
(canh dai) trong 2 cau tho (1266 va 1872) va 2 lan
két hop voi phu tir con cling cum tir ngdy xudn
miéu ta thoi gian tudi xudn ctia nang Kidu:

(731) Ngay xuan em hay con dai

(1006) Hoa xuan duong nhi ngay xuin con dai

Bén canh do, tir cao con duge ding dé chi tudi
cling la chi thoi gian tr6i di cia mot doi ngudi khi
két hop v6i tuéi va phu tir cang trong duy nhét
mot cau tho:

(673) C5i xun tudi hac cang cao

Cau tho dién ta ndi long thuong cha ciia Thiy
Kiéu khi nghi dén tudi tac cliing véi stic ning ganh

véc gia dinh ctia cha minh nén quyét dinh béan
minh 4y tién chudc cha 1am tron chir hiéu.

2.3.3 Nghia chuyén thtr ba, cac tinh tir chuyén
sang chi dic diém tam li tinh cam ciia con ngudi —
mot sur chuyén di kha xa va khéc biét v& ban chét
(tir pham tri vat chat sang pham tri tinh than). Khi
d6, ching két hop véi cac tir thude truong nghia
tinh cam. P4y 1a nghia chuyén phong pht nhét va
chiém wu thé véi s6 lugng 16n nhat. Ching toi
thng ké duoc 17 cau tho trong Truyén Kiéu co sy
chuyén d6i nhur thé. Trong 8 tinh tir, duy nhat tir
nong khong duoc dung theo nghia nay con lai cac
tir déu dung v6i tan sb cao. Do 1a miéu ta tinh
nghia vo chong sdu nhu bé dai nhu song cia
Thuc Sinh va Thily Kiéu ¢ 1Au Ngung Bich. Trong
trwong hop nay, tir dai, sdu két hop véi tir tinh,
sau (dai tinh, tinh sdu, sau dai):

(1382) Cang sau nghia bé cang dai tinh séng.

Hay tinh cam séu sic khi nh téi mdi tinh véi
chang Kim ctia Thiy Kiéu mong tra nghia an tinh
ma nang da ng chang Kim:

(1263) Tmh sau mong tra nghia day

Hozc 13 ndi budn rau tnen mién kéo dai ciing
nhu s v vong gip lai ¢b nhin cua Thuy Kiéu
trong khi do thoi gian tréi di qua nhanh da duge
mdt nam hét dong sang xuan khi bi Itra trd lai lAu
xanh:

(1796) Sau dai ngay ngan dong da sang xuan

Duy nhat 2 lan trong Truyen Kiéu, tinh tir rong
két hop véi thuwong khi dién ta tinh tiét Thay Kiéu
mong nhan sy rdng long thuong cuia anh hung Tt
Hai va tén quan tong déc Ho Ton Hién dén than
phan yéu dudi, hén mon ctia minh:

(2197) Rong thuong cd ndi hoa hén

(2585) Réng thuong con manh hong quan

Bén canh d6, cac tir con két hop voi nghia, on
dién ta tim long biét on sinh thanh ctia Thay Kiéu
ddi voi cha me va tinh nghia vo chong v6i Thuc
Sinh:

(1253) Nhé on chin chir cao sdu (On nghia
sinh thanh va nuéi dudng cta cha me ddi voi
Thuy Kiéu cao nhu nii, sdu nhu bién)

(1966) Ay 1a tinh ning dy 14 on sdu (Tinh cam
Thuy Kiéu Véi Thic Sinh & lau Ngung Bich)
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Dic biét su két hop véi cac tir 1oi, the than,
giot ...dién ta trang thai tinh cam budn tui, khoc
than va dau kh6 ddy nude mét cua Thay Kiéu
khi nghi vé& than phan va cudc doi cia minh &
cac cau tho: 104, 684, 1328, 1840, 1503, 3130
(da néu & trén).

Qua céc vi du trén, v6i cach dung nay, cac
tinh tr dugc mé rong nghia vuot khoi gidi han
chi dic diém kich thudc cua ngudi va vat
chuyén sang dién ta cung bac tinh cam, doi
song tinh than, doi song ndi tim bén trong clia
con ngudi. Khi d6, cac tinh tir khong két hop
v6i cac phu tur chi lugng hodc céc tir thudc
truong nghia khac ma két hop véi cac tir thude
truong tinh cam nhuw: finh, sdu, thuong, tho
than, on, nghia ....

2.3.4. Cudi cing, céc tinh tir chi lugng trong
Truyén Kiéu dugce dung v6i nghia chuyén chi
dic diém tri tué khi d6 chung két hop vai cac tir
thudc truong nghia tri tu¢ , hiéu biét.

Trong 8 tinh tir chi ¢6 3 tir cao, thdp, sdu sir
dung nghia nay con lai céc tir khac khong thiy
xuét hién.

(1947) Thdp co thua tri dan ba

O day, tir thap két hop véi co chi co muu
kém coi cua Thuc Sinh, khong bang muu tri cua
Hoan Thu khi Thuc Sinh giai bay cung Thuy
Kiéu.

Tir cao két hop véi tir chi ca ngoi y chi cao
thuong ctia Thuy Kiéu trong sudt 15 nam luu lac
dﬁy gian truan va khd nhuc “thanh 14u hai luot,
thanh y hai 1an’*:

(3219) Cho hay thuc nit chi cao

Ciing c6 khi tir cao va sdu két hop voi muu, y
@ cao, muu cao, muu sau) dién ta y chi ciing
nhu muu meo, long da hiém 4c ctia con nguoi:

(495) Loi vang vang linh ¥ cao (Thay Kiéu
va Thuc Sinh tré truyén tri ki cung nhau dudi san
dao)

(1612) Muu cao von da rip ranh nhiing ngay
(Muu hay cta Khuyén Ung d6i v6i Thiy Kiéu
khién nang khong nghi dén cudi cting bi ban vao
lau xanh 1an nira).

(2336) Muu sdau cling trd nghia sau cho vira
| (Muu meo thdm hiém cia Hoan Thu dbi voi

Thay Kiéu nay di dugc nang tra oan cho vo
chdng Thuc Sinh).

Nhuw thé trong Truyén kiéu, cdc tinh tir chi
lwong khi siv dung ngoai nghia goc chii yéu
e dimg chuyén sang nghia khdc, ddc biét la
chuyén sang biéu hién ddac diém tam i, tinh
cam ciia cdc nhdn vit va doi séng xd hji trong
téc pham.

3. Noi tom lai, trong 8 tinh tr chi lugng
dugc st dung trong Truyén Kiéu, tir “cao”
duoc sir dung vai tan s6 cao nhét (25 1an chiém
28%) con tir “ndéng” dung duy nhit 1 lan trong
trong 1 cau tho. Chiing tao thanh 4 cip, mdi cip
2 tir trai nghia nhau nhu: cao/ thdp, dai ngdn,
sdu/ néng, réng/ hep. Trong d6, cap dai / ngdn,
cao/ thdp 1ap lai nhidu lan & thé trong phan tao
su d6i 1ap trong cau tho. Bén canh do6, 3 lan tur
“cao” va “r¢ng” ding theo nghia gdc chi lugng
voi két hop dién hinh con lai déu sir dung linh
hoat theo nghia chuyén két hop véi cac tir thude
cac truong nghia khac nhau dé chi dic diém
khong gian, chi lugng thoi gian, chi dic diém
vé tri tué nhung chu yéu chi ddc diém tam li,
nhimg cung bic tinh cam, thé giéi ndi tim
mudn mau mudn vé ctia doi sdng tinh than con
ngudi. Tat ca déu khang dinh gia tri biéu dat
cta tinh tir tiéng Viét cling nhu nghé thuat sir
dung ngdn tir khéo 1éo va tai tinh cta dai thi
hao déan toc Nguyén Du trong viéc thé hién tu
tuong nghé thuat ciia Truyén Kiéu.
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