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THE FEATURES OF NUMERAL PHRASES IN VIETNAMESE
AND THEIR EQUIVALENT EXPRESSIONS IN MODERN CHINESE

PO THI KIM CUONG
(Ths; Pai hoc Sw pham Ha Noi)

Abstract: This paper concerns the numeral phrases, a syntactically and semantically
essential construction in Vietnamese and Chinese languages. The features of numeral phrases
investigated show that the most frequent and popular construction of use in both languages is
[Num + CL + N]. Although the forms of numeral phrase structures are various (particularly
the position of meaning parameters), in general, numeral phrases in Vietnamese and Chinese
share some similarities in the deep semantic structural level. The order of the elements in a
numeral phrase is distributed hierarchically in a relation between the head and the modifiers.
It is possible that the phenomena of meaning transition of numeral phrase can be explained

in the light of cognitive linguistics.
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1. Lau nay viéc nghién ctru vé s tir noi
chung va sb ngt noi riéng con chwa tim
dugc vi tri dang ké trong giéi Viét ngir hoc.
Ngay ca Nguyén Tai Can, nha Viét ngir hoc
ndi tiéng ciing phat biéu mot cach hién ngdn
rﬁng, “cach t6 chirc doan nglr cua s6 tir, dai
tr khong c6 gi phai dang néi lam”
(1975:201). Tuy nhién, theo khao sat cua
chung toi, sb tr 1a mot tir loai “dic biét” (va
Loc)'. Chi tinh riéng kha ning hoat dong cia
n6 trong sd ngir ciing da hét sirc phong phi.
Diéu dic biét hon nita, khi d6i chiéu véi
tiéng Hén hién dai, két cAu cum sd tir vira co
nhitng dic diém chung, vira c6 nhiing di biét
mang sic thai riéng cia m&i ngdn ngir Viét
va Han.

"' T/C Ngbn ngit & doi sdng, sé 8 (106), 2004, tr.7-11

Poan ngit (ngir) theo Nguyén Tai Can
(1975:148) “la loai to6 hop gdbm mot trung
tam ndi 1ién v6i cac thanh 6 phy bang quan
hé chinh phu”. Vi quan niém nhu vy, doan
ngit ctia sb tir (s6 ngir) phai c6 sb tir voi tu
cach 1a tr chinh. Diép Quang Ban (2005)
can cir vao “ban tinh tir loai” da phan chia
cac to hop tir tiéng Viét thanh (a) cum danh
tu, (b) cum dong tu, (¢) cum tinh tir, (d) cum
sb tir, va (e) cum dai tir. Theo 6ng, “Cum
tinh tir v cum s6 fir xuét hién trong cum
danh tir thi duoc phan tich két hop bén trong
cum danh tr d6” (2005:409). Tran Dai
Nghia® ding thu phéap phan tich ngir doan va
cin clr vao y nghia tir loai ctia toan t6 hop dé

2 T/C Ngén ngit & doi séng, s6 11 (97), 2003, tr.1-13
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khang dinh ba con méo 1a sé ngit. T6 hop ba
con méo cb sb tir ba déng vai tro chinh, do
d6 theo quy udc chung trong Viét nglr hoc,
day 1a s6 ngir. Nguyén Hung Tudng (2004)
ing ho y kién nay va minh hoa thém bang so
dd hinh “cay” biéu thi s6 ngit nhu sau:

NumP (S6 ngir)

Num’ (ST”)
Num (ST) Loai tur

(CLT)
Pinh tir Cum loai tur
N
LT DT

ba con méo

Nhu vay, ba con méo c¢6 két cdu [Num
[CL-N]] ([ba [con-méo]] chit khong phai
[[Num CL] NJ (?*ba con | méo). Nhu vay, y
kién cta tac gia Tran Pai Nghia t6 ra xéac
dang.

2. C6 thé coi ciu tric [Num-CL-N] =
(ST-LT-DT) la cdu triic phd bién nhét cia t6
hop s tir trong cac ngdn ngit Dong Nam A.
Jones (1970) da théng ké danh sach 14 ngdn
ngit ctia khu vyc nay (trong d6 co tiéng Viét)
su dung rong rai két ciu dang “sd tir + loai
tor + danh tu”. Tuy nhién, Ve trat tu tur trong
két cdu ciia mdi thir tiéng khong gidng nhau
(xem phu lyc).

Trong tiéng Han hién dai, két cau [Num-
CL-N] ciing xuét hién thuong xuyén va trat
tu cac tham t6 ciing giéng nhu trong tiéng

Viét (ST-LT-DT). Vi du: = A sdn-ge-

rén : ba (con) nguwoi; =ZAP : ba cuon

sdch. Theo Greenberg® két cAu [Num-CL-N]
con dugce tim thay khong chi trong cac ngén
ngit chdu A ma con ca trong cic ngdn ngir
c6 khoang cach dia 1i xa hon nhu tiéng
Uzbek, Hungari...

- Két ciu [Num-CL-N] = (ST-LT-DT)
dugc bo sung cac phu t6 (+phu t6) nhu chi
dinh tor (Dem/CT): [Num-CL-N-Dem] =
(ST-LT-DT-CT). Vi du: ba con meo nay.
Trong tiéng Hén, chi dinh tir c6 nghia dy/kia
c6 thé xuat hién trong cdu trac [DP D

[NumP =/ A]]. Vi du:
a. X=/ A : (ba[con] nguoi nay)
b. BB=/NA : (ba[con] nguoi dy/kia)
Trong nhiéu truong hop, khi khong c6 1X

va BB nguoi ta van mic nhién coi y nghia
cua [Num-CL-N] trong duwong [Num-CL-N-
Dem] ([Dem-Num-CL-N]) khuyét vi tri cua
Dem (chi dinh tr).

Piéu khéac biét trong két cau [Num-CL-N]
= (ST-LT-DT) cua tiéng Viét va tiéng Han
la : (1) Vi tri cua loai tu/lugng tir trong
tiéng Han 1a khong thay dbi (luén c6 mat),
trong khi do, vi tri loai tur trong tiéng Viét
c6 thé thay ddi hodc tinh lwge hoan toan; (2)
Trong tiéng Viét, vi tri giita s tir va loai tir
c6 thé chen thém tham t& cdi chi xut, con
trong tiéng Han thi khong thé. Vi dy:

[1] ba CAI con méo 4y

([ba [CAI [con-méo] 4y]])

- Két cAu [Num-CL] ([S6 tur-Loai tir]):

Sé tir chi luong + Loai tir: ba con (méo)

? Greenberg Joseph (1972), Numeral classifiers and
substantival numbers: problems in genesis of a
linguistic type.
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Loai tir + S6 thtr tu: con (méo) thir nhat

S6 ang chung + Loai tir: mét vai con
(meo)

S6 nhiéu + Loai tir : mdy con (méo)

- Két cdu [Num-N-Dem] ([S6 tir-Danh tir-
Chi dinh tur]). Vi du: mot ngay kia; ba mau
nay

Trong tiéng Viét sd tir ¢6 thé két hop truc
tiép v6i danh tir ma khong can cé loai tir.
Nhiing danh tr nay Emeneau (1951:85) goi
la danh tr khong biét loai (nonclassified
noun). Ong liét ké mot loat danh tir khong
biét loai kiéu nhu: bira, cAu, chau, chd,
chuyén, dinh, dém, gia, gio, ho, lang, 18, 18,
16, 101, lyc lwong, mau, mua, mui, nim,
nude, ngdy, phong, so, tén, tudi, thanh, troi...
(Emeneau)”

- Két cau [Num-N] ([S6 tir-Danh tir]). Vi
du:

[2] Con di tram nui, ngan khe, Khong
bang mudn néi tai té long bam (TS Hiru)

S6 tir Han-Viét mudn c6 goc 1a [wan] (B

/ 73) va [maan] trong tiéng Han hién dai
va tiéng Han ¢6 (V.U.Nguyen)’. Ngoai ra tir
ghép muén van c6 nghia tdt cd, toan thé. Vi
du: “mudn van tinh thuong yéu” = ‘tat ca
tinh thuong yéu’.

Trong két cdu [Num-N] vi tri cta danh tir
khong biét loai twong d6i on dinh, khac véi
vi tri cua danh tir biét loai trong [Num-CL(-
N)] ¢6 thé tinh lugc. Vi du:

[3] T6i ¢6 hai con méo, mot con (meo) thi
mau tring, mét con (méo) thi mau den.

* Emeneau (1951:85-100), Studies in Vietnamese
Grammar.

> V.U.Nguyen, 2008, Numerals in Vietnamese.
Submitted for publication.

Két cu ¢ s6 tir + danh tir don vi chi thoi
gian: gidy, phat, gio, ngdy, tuan, thang,
nam... hai nam, ba thang

Két cau co sb tir + danh tir don vi tién té:
déng, hao, xu,

[4] Ba dong mot mé trau cay...

Két cdu c6 sb tr + danh tir don vi do
luong: mét, ki-l6-gam (ki-16, ki, can), d9,
dam, khoi (mét khdi), lang, ta, tin

Trong tiéng Han, Zhao® (1968) quan niém
lit, mét, ki-16, can 1 lugng tir chuan luén c6
mit & vi tri gitta s6 tir va danh tir (£ dém
duoc).

a. BT FER wit gongjin pinggud (5 ki-
16 tao)

b. BFEFR wii xiang pinggud (5 thung
tao)

c. L4 1% wit dud hua (5 bong hoa)

- Két cAu [N-Num-CL] ([DT-ST-LT])

Két ciu nay co thé duoc sir dung rat han
ché: nha ba can, xe ba bdnh, chung cu 11
tdng,... Khi dém sy vat, trong tiéng Viét co
thé sur dung két cAu nay. Vi du: choé mot con,
xe dap mot chiéc, ghé bén cdi, sach nam
cuon...

- M6 rong két cau [ba [CAI [con-méo]
ﬁy” < Z :

Mo rong ket cau bang cach thém tur chi
téng lugng (ca, tat ca, toan thé,...) trude sb
tir. Vi du: cd sau cai con ga ay; fdt cd nhiing
con cé o béo ngly ay.

- M6 rong két cau bang cac tiéu ci biéu
thi quan hé vi tri, s& hiru,.... Vi du: ca sau cai

6 Zhao yan ren (1968), A Grammar of Spoken
Chinese, University of California Press.
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con ga ay & trong chuéng ciia téi; tat ca ba
cai con meo ay (déu 13) ciia nha Gidp.

3. S6 ngir c6 kha ning chuyén nghia. Xét
cac vi du sau:

[6] Mot cay lam chéng nén non

Ba cay chum lai nén hon nui cao. (Tuc
ngilt)

[7] Yéu nhau tam ti nui cling tréo

Ngii luc song ciing 10i, thdt bat déo ciing
qua (Ca dao)

[8] triéu ngudi nhu mot

[9] ba bay hai mét

Trong vi du [6] s tir mét, ba khong con
don thuan mang nghia s6 dém chinh xéc nita,
ma trong ngit canh cuy thé (lién két mach lac)
chung mang nghia khai quat (lugng it/lugng
nhiéu). Di v6i nguoi Viét ban ngit, cau trac
mét cdy goi nén hinh anh don doc (ca thé),
ba cdy thé hién sd dong (lién két nhiéu ca
thé). Tir goc do tri nhan, thé ddi 1ap (it/nhiéu)
cho phép ching ta hiéu ham y cia cau tuc
ngit ndy: it nguoi va cé doc thi chang lam
dwoc viéc gi, doan két lai sé lam nén viéc lén.
Tt triéu trong vi dy [8] mang ¥ nghia nhiéu,
cling giéng nhu ‘mudn ngudi nhu mot’.

Tuong tu, trong to hop ba bay hai mét’ &
vi du [9] khong con ¥ nghia sb a dém
‘3721 ma 1a “ba bay hai mdt (ngay)” nghia
la ‘khéng sém thi mudn’. N6 co thé duoc coi
nhu tuong dwong véi thanh ngir tiéng Han
“bu san ba si” (bat tam bat tu: khong ba,
khong bbn) tic 1a chang ra lam sao ca,
khong ra thé thong gi hét; “yi jiao yi er jiao
er’ ( —M—, = M} = :" nhit khiéu nhat,
nhi khiéu nhi": mot néi mot hai noéi hai) y
mudn néi nguoi that tha ngay thing ... Cac
nha Héan ngit hoc goi kiéu t6 hop nay la

‘doan ngir so lugng ding lién’. Trong vi du
[7] ‘tam ta, ngl luc, that bat’ 1a nhiing doan
ngit nhu thé.

4. Sb ngir 1a mot trong nhitng to hop tir
quan trong vé mit ngir phap va ngit nghia
cla tiéng Viét va tiéng Han. Tim hiéu dic
diém ciia s6 ngit cho thay, két cdu co tan
sudt str dung cao va phd bién nhit chung cho
hai ngdén ngit nay 1a “sé tir + loai tir + danh
t0r”. Mic du vé hinh thuc cac dang td chire
cum sb tir ¢6 khac nhau (vi tri cac tham td
tao nghia), nhin chung, sé ngit trong tiéng
Viét va tiéng Han giéng nhau vé cdu trac
tang sau ngit nghia. Trat ty cac tham to trong
t6 hop sd ngir duoc phan bd theo ting béac
trong mdi quan hé chinh phu véi thanh t6
trung tdm va giita cac thanh t6 phu. Hién
tugng chuyén nghia cta ciu triic sd ngit co
thé giai thich dugc duwa trén li thuyét tri
nhan.
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