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NGON NGU vOI VAN CHUONG

‘ NGON NGU'NGUOI KE CHUYEN '
VA NGON NGU NHAN VAT TRONG TRUYEN NGAN

CHIEC THUYEN NGOAI XA CUA NGUYEN MINH CHAU
LANGUAGE USED BY THE CHARACTERS AND THE NARRATOR IN THE
SHORT STORY THE OFFSHORE BOAT BY NGUYEN MINH CHAU

CAO XUAN HAI
(TS; Pai hoc Hong Pirc, Thanh Hoéa)

Abstrat: This article studies the language used by the characters and the narrator in the
short story The Offshore boat by Nguyen Minh Chau. This author indicates that by using
narrative language exquisitely, attractively and suitable for character traits Nguyen Minh
Chau has created in his work an objective, true, deep and persuasive language.

Keywords: the language used; the narrator.

1. Pit van dé

Truyén ngin "Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa" ctia
Nguyén Minh Chau dugc viét vao nim
1983, "in dam cach phong tu sy - triét 1i" [9,
tr. 236] va co "tlnh chét luan d&" [2, tr. 285].
Tac pham ké vé chuyén di thuc t& vé mién
Trung cua nghé si nhiép anh Phung va
nhitng chiém nghiém sdu sic cia anh vé
nghé thuat, cudc sdng. "Chiéc thuyén ngoai
xa" thanh cong trén nhiéu phuong dién: lya
chon tinh hubng, chi tiét; xay dung cbt
truyén; khic hoa nhan vat; thé hién ngon
ngit ... Gop phan vao nhiing thanh cong ciia
truyén ngin nay, c¢6 nghé thuat xdy dung
ngdn ngit ngudi ké chuyén va ngdn ngir
nhan vat cua nha van Nguyén Minh Chau.

2. N§i dung

2.1. Ngén ngit nguwoi ké chuyén

Ngon ngit ngudi ké chuyén 1a "phan 1oi
van doc thoai thé hién quan diém tac gia hay
quan diém ngudi ké chuyén (san pham sang
tao clia tac gia) dbi véi cude song dugc miéu
ta, c6 nhitng nguyén tic thong nhét trong
viéc lua chon va st dung phuong tién tao
hinh va biéu hién ngon ngit" [3, tr. 212-213].

Truyén ngin "Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa"
nguoi ké chuyén 1a nhan vat Phing, ding
hon 1a tac gia da nhéap than vao nhan vat nay
dé tao nén mot diém nhin nghé thuat sdc sdo
va huéng ndi (sang tac ciia Nguyén Minh
Chau truc nhitng nam 80 cua thé ki XX,
diém nhin tran thuat thuong theo xu thé
hudng ngoai: "tir cai chung, céi cao ca, diém
nhin cta 6ng bat dau tir khi xuét hién su kién
va két thuc khi su kién dimg lai; chii thé tran
thuat vira 1a nguoi huéng dan truyén vira la
nguoi hudng dao cho doc gid" [7, tr. 145-
146]. Vi vay, giong diéu ngén ngli trd nén
"trang nghiém", "ngoi ca", "trang 18", "hao
hung"). Véi diém nhin tran thuét hudng ndi,
ngdn ngir cua ngudi ké chuyén duoc miéu ta
theo sy van dong khach quan, theo tinh cach
nhan vat (nhan vat hoa) va theo tung hoan
canh cy thé. Tir goc nhin nay, Nguyén Minh
Chéu dung ngoai quan sat, "nhin dong doi
tréi chay" dé "phat hién ra cai khong binh
thuong trong cai binh thuong cta cudc sdng
va con nguoi"[7, tr. 148]. Ong da "soi vao
cai phan khuét lap trong y nghi cla nhén
vat" [7, tr. 148] va cham dugc ndi dau sb
phéan, bi kich cia nhan vat ma voéi nhiing
cam nhan binh thudong khong thé thay duoc.
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Giong diéu ngdn ngit cua nguoi ké chuyén
vi thé tré nén sic sdo, di sdu kham pha "hat
ngoc" 4n chira bén trong thé gisi tdm linh
cua nhan vat.

C6 thé noi, day 1a "kiéu tran thuat méi"
(chi xuét hién & giai doan sang tac sau 1975)
ciia Nguyén Minh Chau. O ddy, nguoi ké
chuyén da thoat 1i khoi y thirc cua tac gia.
Hién thuc trong tac pham dugc phan anh qua
diém nhin cta nguoi tran thuat. Nhan vat
nguoi ké chuyén trong tac pham nay 1a mot
nghé si nhlep anh. Anh ké vé chuyén di thuc
té vé mién Trung cua minh va nhiing chiém
nghiém sdu sac cua anh vé nghé thuat, cudc
song. Anh vira 1a nhan chung, vira 13 nhan
vat chinh.

Trong "Chiéc thuyen ngoai xa" tu ngi
dugc st dung trau chudt, song dong, giau
hinh anh, két cdu cau vian da dang. Chi qua
mot vai tir nglt, cAu van miéu ta c6 tinh chét
tao hinh, chan dung, tinh cach nhan vat -
nhitg con ngudi vung bién hién ra hoan
chinh voi vé ngoai nghéo doi, lam Iu:
"Ngwoi dan ba trac ngoai bén muoi, mét
thén hinh quen thudc cua dan ba viing bién,
cao lon voi nhitng duong nét thé kéch. Mu
ro mat. Khuoén mdat mét moéi sau mot dém
thitc trdng kéo lwdi, tai ngdt va dwong nhu
dang buon ngii. Nguweoi dan ong di sau. Tam
lung réng va cong nhw mét chiéc thuyén.
Mai téc to quq. Ldo di chdn chit bat, buoc
thg buoc chac chan, hang long may chay
ndng rii xuong hai con mat day vé doc dir
hic nao ciing nhin dan vdao tam lng do bac
phéch va rach ruoi, nwa than dwoi cua
nguwoi dan ba" [1, tr. 256]. Bang tai nghé
riéng biét, Nguyén Minh Chau nhu chat loc
ting tu, tung cau, dé "tim cho duogc cai
nghia nguyén thuy cta nd" rdi "dem ghép
nhitng con chit 4y lai v6i nhau thanh cau,
thanh doan, ... cudi cing tr& thanh mot thir
c6 ca thé xac 1an tAm hon: mot tic phdm vin
hoc" [7, tr. 177]. So véi cac sang tac nhu:
Manh trang cu6i rung, Birc tranh, Nguorl dan
ba trén chuyén tau téc hanh ..., & "Chiéc

thuyén ngoai xa" ngdn ngir ké chuyén cua
tac gia "that" hon. Nguoi doc c6 cam giac
nhu vg chong ngudi dan ba hang chai "tir
chiéc thuyén ludi vo budc thiang vao trang
gidy chir khéng hé do dung cong miéu ta cua
nha van." [5, tr. 42].

Bén canh viéc stir dung tir ngit trau chudt,
song dong, giau hinh anh, két cdu cau vin da
dang, Nguyén Minh Chau con s dung
nhiing sy lién twdng, nhiing cach so sanh
doc dao, 4n tuong. Nhitng lién tudng, so
sanh ndy tao nén chat tho quen thudc trong
cac sang tac cua ong: "Vung pha dan sau vao
ddt lien chay quanh quat nhw choi trén tim
gitta cac thén 6, cho bua trong pham vi hang
mdy chuc cdy so." [1, tr. 250]; "Ving phd
nde cé mot cdi gi day that la phang lang va
twoi mat nhwe da thit cia mua thu dang ap
vao tam hén anh.”: "Bau troi khong xanh
biéc, cao tham tham ma dwom mot sdc gitta
xanh va xdm, bau troi nhwe ha thap xuéng va
nhu ngung dong lai." [1, tr. 250]; "Tiéng vac
rdt nhé kéu thang thot trong bau swong tit
trén cao, nghe nhw vong vé cia mot thoi
hong hoang." [1, tr. 251]; "Bién im thit va
khong mau sdc, nhw mét con sira khong 16
dat vao bai." [1, tr. 253]; "Miii thuyén in mot
nét mo ho loe nhoe vao bau swong mil trang
nhu sita ¢6 pha déi chit mau hong hong do
anh mat troi chiéu vao." [1, tr. 255]; "Cap
mdt nhie cdp mat diva tré 1én nam ma téi da
chon dé cam viet mét nam phoi bao ra giita
ngon song bac dau." [1, tr. 262]... Ldi so
sanh vi von ctia Nguyén Minh Chau trong
"Chiéc thuyén ngoai xa" rat "phi hop voi dé
tai cua truyén". Cac hinh anh: Vung pha
nuede, dat lién, tro choi trén tim, cdc thén o,
cho bua, bau troi, tzeng vac kéu thang thét,
bau swong som, bién im thi, con sita, miii
thuyén, anh mdt troi, dita tré 1én nam, nam
phoi bdo.... déu 1a nhitng hinh anh, su vat
quen thuoc dugc ldy trong méi truong song,
sinh hoat thuong ngay cua nhan vat. Pac
diém nay vua la dac diém chung, on dinh
trong cic sang tac ctia Nguyén Minh Chéau
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vira 1a dic diém riéng khién cho ngén ngir
trong "Chiéc thuyén ngoai xa" giau tinh biéu
cam.

2.2. Ngon ngii nhdn vt

Ngbn ngt nhan vat 1a "1o1 ndi cua cua
nhan vat trong cac tic phim thudc cac loai
hinh ty sy va kich" [3, tr. 214]. Trong truyén
ngin "ngdn ngit nhan vat 1a mot trong cac
phuong tién quan trong dugc nha van su
dung nham thé hién cudc sdng va céa tinh
nhan vat. Trong tic pham, nha vin c6 thé ca
thé hoa ngdn ngit nhan vat bang nhiéu cach:
nhdn manh cach dit cau, ghép tur, 101 phat
am dac biét ctia nhan vat, cho nhan vat lap
lai nhitng tir, cau ma nhén vét thich néi ké ca
tr ngoai qudc va tir dia phuong..." [3, tr.
214].

Ngon ngit cua nhan vat trong "Chiéc
thuyén ngoai xa" dugc thé hién sinh dong.
C6 khi d6 1a nhitng 161 din tryc tiép, ciing c6
khi d6 1a nhimng 10 dan gian tiép. Téac gia rat
chu y viéc lya chon ngén ngit clia nhan vat
phu hop voi dic diém tinh cach cua ting
nguoi.

Ngon ngit cta gi dan ong hang chai day
vé tuc tan tho bi, hung bao: "Cir ngoi nguyén
ddy. Pong ddy tao giét ca may di bdy gio”
[1, tr. 256] nhung cling rat bi kich, tuyét
vong, cu mdi 1an 130 danh chiri vo con la hai
ham ring nghién ken két, va bang cai giong
rén ri dau doén: "May chét di cho éng nho.
Chiing may chét hét di cho éng nho" [1, tr.
256].

Ngbn ngit ciia ngudi dan ba hang chai
nhan nhin, dju dang, 36 lugng va sau sac. St
dung ddi thoai cua chj voi chéng, vO1 con,
v6i Phing va Pau trong tic pham dé cac thé
hoa tinh hudng truyén, Nguyén Minh Chau
da thé hién dugc tim trang, suy nghi sau sic
cua nguoi phu nit nay. Chi vira diu dang, dau
dén vira xau ho, nhuc nha khi thing Phéac
danh lai cha no: "Phdc, con oi!" [1, tr. 258].
Chi cam chiu day nhin nhuc vé&i chong
nhung rat manh mé va cuong quyét khi doi
thoai v6i Phing dé bao vé hanh phiic gia

dinh, bao vé ngudi chong: "Con lay quy

a... Quy toa bat ti con ciing dige, phat til
con ciing dwoc, dirng bdt con bé né" [1, tr.
264]. Pang sau cai vé bé ngoai x4u xi thd
kéch 12 mot con ngudi sau sic, thau hiéu 18
doi. Trude hét, chi nhin thiy l3o chong cua
minh vén di c¢6 ban chat tot: "T6i c6 mang
voi mot anh con trai mot nha hang chai gitva
phd hay dén nha téi mua ba vé dan ludi. Lo
chong t6i khi dy la mét anh con trai cuc tinh
nhung hién lanh lam, khéng bao gic danh
ddp t6i." [1, tr. 256]. Chi hiéu nguyén nhan
bi kich gia dinh chi c6 mét phﬁn trach nhiém
cua chi: "Gid téi dé it di, hodc chiing téi sam
diwge mot chiéc thuyén réng hon, tir ngdy
cach mang vé da dé déi khé hon chir trude
kia cir vao vu bic, 6ng troi lam dong bién
suot hang thdng, ca nha vo chong con cdi
toan an cdy xuwong rong luéc cham muéi" [1,
tr. 266]. Chi nhin thay cai khd cua chong
truge khi cam thay cai kho ctiia minh: "Bdt
ké lic nao thdy khé la ldo xdch t6i ra dénh...
Sau nay con cdi lon lén, t6i moi xin voi ldo
.. dwa téi lén bo ma danh [1, tr. 266]. Mot
cau noi tuong chung nhu binh thuong cua
chi hang chai: "Bdt ké lic nao thdy khé la
ldo xdch t6i ra danh" néu suy ngdm ching ta
s& thdy su sdu sic cia Nguyén Minh Chau.
O day khong don gian 1a sy kién danh vo
clia nguoi dan 6ng ma con 1a sy thau hiéu
clia nguoi dan ba hang chai. Chi nhin thay
ndi khd cia nguoi chong trude khi nhan
nhiing don roi cia ga. Chi sg ban tinh cuc
can cta chong anh hudng dén con cai. Co 18
chinh vi vay ma chi méi xin voi ldo ... dua
16i lén bo ma danh, moi "ngoan ngoan" chap
nhan nhiing tran don vo ¢& ma khong hé
phan ung gi. Chi rat thiu hiéu hoan canh,
thau hiéu 1& doi, cam chiu sé phén, giau duc
hi sinh: "Bdam dan ba hang chai o thuyen
ching t6i can phdi cé nguoi dan ong daé
chéo chéng khi phong ba, dé ciing lam dn
nuéi nang diang mét sdp con nha ndo ciing
trén chuc dita. Ong troi sinh ra nguoi dan
ba la d@é dé con, roi nudi con cho dén khi
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khon lon nén phai ganh Zay cdi khé. Pan ba
& thuyén chung t6i phadi song cho con chir
khéng thé song cho minh nhw & trén dat
dwoc!... Cac chu ding bat t6i b6 no!" [1, tr.
265]. "Pady la chi noi thanh thyc, chi cam on
cdc chi. Long cdc chii tot, nhung cdc chii
ddu co phdi la nguoi lam an... cho nén cdc
chii dau 6 hiéu duoc cai vi_éc cua cdc ngu’(‘fi
lam an lam li kho nhoc..." [1, tr. 265]. H

ai het trong cudc sdng day bat hanh, tai cuc
chi van biét chat loc niém vui dé sdng: "Ca
doi chi co luc nao that vui khong? Co chu,
chi! Vui nhat la hic ngoéi nhin dan con
ching né dwoc an no”. Ngbn ngir ciia ngudi
dan ba hang chai vi thé 16 ra vé sic sao va
chtra dung nhiéu thong tin, kich thich tinh to
mo cua ngudi doc.

Chanh 4an Pau & mot ngudi co trach
nhiém, giau long yéu thuong con nguoi. Vi
thé ngdn ngit cia anh rat nghiém tic, tuy
nhién con don gian, mot chiéu, thiéu bién
chtng: "Thé nao, chi dd nghi ki chwa?... Ba
ngay mot trdn nhe, nam ngay mot trgn nang.
Cad nude khéng c6 mét ngueoi chong ndo nhu
han. Téi chia héi tdi cia han ma téi chi
muoén bdo ngay véi chi: chi khéng séng noi

Vi nguoi dan éng vii phu dy dau! Chi nghi

thé nao?" [1, tr. 264]. Pau d¢ nghi ngudi
dan ba hang chai tir bo ngudi chong vii phu
chi cin cir vao hién thuc chong cta ngudi
dan ba hang chai danh chi ta Ba ngay mot
trgn nhe, nam ngay mot trdn ngng ma chua
thiy duoc mbi quan hé rang budc giita nguoi
dan ba va chdng cua chi: gi chong ay 1a chd
dya quan trong cua gia dinh hang chai nhu
gia dinh cua chi (hang chai ¢ thuyén ching
16i can phdi cé nguoi dan ong chéo ch(fng
khi phong ba); nguoi dan ba can hén dé nuoi
sdng nhimg dtra con (hang chai ¢ thuyen
chung 16i can phai c6 nguoi dan ong deé
cung lam dn nuéi ndng ding mét sdp con
nha nao ciing trén chuc dira.) va trén thuyén
cling ¢6 luc vo chong nguoi dan ba hang
chai séng hoa thuan, vui vé (Va lai, trén
thuyén ciing cé hic vo chong con cdi chiing

16i song hod thudn, vui vé.). Dau c6 long tot.
Anh dtmg vé phia cong li, vé 18 phai dé bénh
vuc cho quyén sbéng chinh dang cua con
ngudi nhung anh chua thyc sy thiu hiéu doi
song ctia ho. Cau chuyén cia nguoi dan ba
hang chai "v& ra" cho chanh an mot bai hoc
vé nhan thirc thé gidi, nhan thirc cuge song:
khong thé nhin nhin cudc séng bing con
mat don gian mot chidu ma phai nhin cudc
song va con nguoi trong su da dang va nhleu
mdi quan hé ctia nd; ding nhin cudc séng tir
bé ngoai ma phai nhin tir ban chat bén trong.
Mudn con ngudi thoat khoi nhitng canh dau
kho, co cuc can phai co nhimg giai phap
thiét thyc chi khong phai bang nhimng li
thuyét sach vo. Co_trach nhiém, co kién
thirc, c6 long tot van chua di, didu quan
trong 14 phai biét 4p dung phu hop vao hoan
canh thuc té ctia doi song.

C6 thé noi, ngdbn ngit nhan vat trong
truyén ngan "Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa" cia
Nguyén Minh Chéu la mét thir chét liéu méi:
"ngdn ngit khong cé san trong y dinh chu
quan cta nha van" [D& Thi Hién, tr. 160].
N6 1a ngdn ngir dugc san sinh ngay khi viét
nho "néng khiéu ngon tir", nho sy nhay cam
vé ngdn ngu ma nguoi Vlet su dung. B¢ 1a
ngoén nglt "¢ diy va bay gido" trong "truong
kinh nghiém" ctia nhan vat, thé hién y thic
ngoén tir ciia nhan vat. N6 binh ding véi
ngén nglt cia nha van va mang khong khi
d6i thoai. Chinh vi vdy ngdén ngit trong
"Chiéc thuyén ngoai xa" wvira co tinh da
nghia vira c¢6 tinh da giong diéu, mot kiéu
ngdn ngit thuong thiy trong truyén ngin cua
Nguyén Minh Chau sau 1975.

2.3. Tinh déi thogi ciia ngén ngiv ngwoi
ké chuyén va ngon ngiv nhén vt

"Chiéc thuyén ngoai xa" cua Nguyén
Minh Chau xuit hién nhu mot hién tuong
van hoc mé&i vao nam 1983, khi dit nude
budc vao giai doan dau cia d6i moi dat
nude, doi moi tu duy. Giai doan nay, "mot
trong nhiing yéu cau d6i méi tu duy nghé
thuat 1a nham lam cho con ngudi y thuc vé
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su that, co6 kha nang nhin théng su that, phat
hién nhiéu mdi quan hé doi séng x3 hoi phirc
tap chang chit ciing 1 nhu ciu nhidu mit cua
nhan cach con ngudi, d6i méi tu duy nghé
thuat cling ¢6 nghia 1a nhin lai, dbi thoai véi
thoi quen cia tu duy nghé thuat truyén
thong" [6, tr. 383]. Xét tir goc do nay thi
ngdn ngit ngudi ké chuyén va ngdn ngir
nhan vt trong "Chiéc thuyén ngodi xa" da
nam trong quy dao cua "tu duy thoi dai",
mot thanh cong xuét sic ciia Nguyén Mmh
Chau va cua van hoc Viét Nam thoi ki
nhitng nam 1980.

Ngon ngit nguoi ké chuyén va ngén ngu
nhan vat trong "Chiéc thuyén ngoai xa" ¢o
tinh ddi thoai va dan chu véi nguoi doc. "Ta
khong bt gip ¢ day o day nhimg két luan dé
dang don gian. Cudc sdng bay ra nhiéu diéu
nghich 1i, ludn bét ta phai suy nghi lai" [2, tr.
286], phai tranh luan. "Mot trudng phong
thong minh mudn ¢6 to lich "tinh vat hoan
toan nhung thuc té thi hinh anh con nguoi
khong thé tudc bo. Mot nghé si san dugc
mdt canh bién va thuyén toan bich dep tron
ven; thi chinh tir canh d6 xuét hién mét hién
tuong cu ki xau xi. Mot nguoi dan ba bi
chdng hanh ha vo li nhung khong mubn tir
b6 ngudi chong. Nhirng chién si giai phong
nhiét thanh ting chlen dau giai phong mién
Nam khoi nanh vuét quan xam lugc, nhung
lai chua thé giai thoat ngay cho nguoi dan ba
bat hanh" [6, tr. 386]. Nhiing van dé dit ra
dugc Nguyén Minh Chau thé hién thanh
cong bang viéc thay doi diém nhin, ngdn
ngit nguoi ké chuyén va ngdn ngit nhan vat.
Thong qua ngdn ngit nguoi ké chuyén va
ngodn ngir nhan vat trong truyén ngan "Chiéc
thuyén ngoai xa" ta cam nhan duoc duong
nhu 6ng da kham pha ra su phong phu cua
tiéng Viét va 6ng da thanh cong trong viéc
nang cao tam khai quat, tinh bac hoc cho tac
phim cua minh bang ngén ngit cia doi
thuong. Mdi phat ngén ctia nhan vat nhu
"dem dén cho tim hdn ngudi ta dong thoi sy
yén 6n va khong yén on, cting mot luc vira coi

giai, vira gdy khé khan thic mac" (Dan theo:
[7, tr. 191]). C6 thé ndi sir dung chinh ngdn
ngit nguoi ké chuyén va ngdn ngir nhan vét dé
nam bat hién thuc ¢ bé sau 4n kin 13 1a mot nét
dic biét, doc dao cua Nguyén Minh Chau.

3. Két luan

Tom lai, véi viéc st dung ngén nglr ké
chuyén sic sao hap din, Nguyén Minh Chau
da tao ra cho sang tac cua minh mét thir ngén
ngit khach quan, chan thuc, siu sic va thuyét
phuc. Ngon nglr cua nhan vat phu hop véi dac
diém tinh cach cua nhan vat. Viéc s dung
ngdn ngit sang tao, linh hoat da gop phan lam
nén thanh cong ciia Nguyén Minh Chéu trong
"Chiéc thuyén ngoadi xa" noi riéng, trong sang
tac cuia ong sau 1975 noi chung.
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