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Abstract: Horse is a cross-cultural symbol. From East to West, from ancient times to now,
horse symbol powerfuly represents the most abundant and diverse ideas multidimensional,
multifaceted concepts, creating highlight thinking of symbol in the cognitive differences of each

ethnic group associated with a different culture.

Horses in the life and language of Vietnamese culture is often highly symbolic meaning. To
discover symbolic significance of the horse in the language and culture is the way to find the
most interesting associations of this species in Vietnamese consciousness. Horses close to human
life, so the symbolization “horse is personality, emotions, human fate”, of course, is the humanity

association and embodiment.
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1.Ngwa, mdt biéu twong xuyén vin héa

Tu xa xua, ngua la loai vat gan lién véi chién
tranh, véi hinh anh cta nhirng ki binh, ki si, hiép
siTay Phuong va cacdiing sj, chién binh cua
miénthao nguydn Méng C6 trén cudc truong
chinh. D4i v6i van hoa phuong Tay, ngua gan
lién véi tu duy huyén thoai va tam linh ton gido.
Trong van hoa phuong Pong, ngua la mot con
vt trong 12 con gi&p (ngo), duoc xép vao hanh
hoéa va phuong vi twrong ung cua nd la phuong
Nam. Ngua con Ia biéu tuong cho tai 1oc, su kiéu
h&nh va tu do. i voi nguoi Viét, ngua la hinh
tuong ddc trung cia phuong BAc, trong nghé
thuat, ngua cling hoa than vao huyén thoai, va it
nhiéu mang mau sic ton giao nhu con ngua trong
van hoa nhan loai.

Theo Jean Chavalier, tin ngudng nguoi
nguyén thay lién hé ngua vai bong toi cdi am ty,
noi n6 dot nhién xuat hién, phi nhu mau chay
trong mach, tir [ong dat hoac tir bién tham Ien ci
duwong; 14 con dé cua bong dém va cai huyén b,
con ngya nguyén mau 4y cling mdt lic mang dén
C&i chét va sir song, nd lién quan vai lira 1a stc

manh phé hiy va chién thang, va nudc, nguyén to
nudi dudng va lam chét ngat. Su hap thu nhidu y
nghia biéu twong khac nhau ay bat ngudn tir ham
nghia phtrc hop cta nhirng hinh tuwong am tinh vi
dai.... dat, mat trang nudc,.. [Jean Chavalier,
1997, tr.654 - 663]. Y nghia biéu twong cua ngua
duoc tir dién khai quat qua cac bién thé: (1)
Nguoi ta cd thé tim thiy con ngua cua bong t6i va
caa nhirng ma hec vai con ngua than trong truyen
théng ton gido Saman & thao nguyén Trung A
(ngua than Tchal-Kouirouk); (2) Biéu twong
nguoi hoa ngua biéu trung cho ké bi ma am va
nguoi da dugc khai tm thu phép trong nhiéu ton
gi4o (con ngua cua than Loa & Chau Phi va
Braxin); (3) Ngua, con vat dugc ding hién té than
linh, mot I tuc xuét hién trong nghi I8 ton giéo;
(4) Ngua biéu trung cho than linh ciia nueoc, ciing
¢6 thé duoc xem nhu mot hoa than hay 1a mot trg
tha cia than mua; (5) Ngua biéu trung cho sy
cudng liét cua duc vong: con ngua tré thanh mot
biéu twong hoan chinh cua su cudng liét coa duc
vong, cua tudi tré con nguoi VGi tat ca tinh bong
bot, nang luc san sinh va tinh hao phong cua
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6...; (6) Ngua, con tugn mé ciia mdt troi: nhiing
con ngua kéo cd xe cua mat troi va duoc cung
hién cho mit troi, con ngua Ia biéu hiéu cua than
Apollon véi tur cach nguoi 1 ¢d xe mit troi. (7)
Ngua trang, biéu trung cho su uy nghi, oai vé: &
tot dinh ctia moi sy thang hoa, thang thurong, con
ngua trang Ia hinh anh tuong trung cho su uy
nghi, la vat cudi cua cac Anh hung, cac Thanh
nhan, nhitng nguoi 1ap nén nhirng ki cdng tinh
than.

C6 thé néi rang ngua la mot trong nhimg mau
gdc co ban ma loai ngudi da ghi sau vao trong ki
{ic cia minh. Y nghia biéu twong ctia nd bao trim
ca hai cuc - thap nhat va cao nhat - cua vil try, VA
vi thé [a ph6 quét thuc thy. O Ha gioi, ¢ cBi am,
chling ta qua thuc da thiy con ngua xuat hién nhu
mot hda than hoic bang hitu cia ba nguyén tb tao
thanh: lia, dat, nuwoc va ngon dén cua ching Ia
Mdt tring. Nhung ching ta ciing thdy nd o
Thwong gidi, & ¢Bi Troi, lién két vai ba yéu to: khi,
lika va nuéc - hai nguyén t6 sau bay gior lai ¢ y
nghia la thién gisgi va ngon deén cua ching la Mat
troi [Jean Chevalier, 1997, tr.654 - 663].

Tir mau gdc van hoa nhan loai ndi trén, mdi
dan toc lai lién tuong dén nhiing khia canh, tinh
chat khac nhau vé biéu tuong ngua. Trong doi
sdng van hoa, biéu tuong ngua mang mot suc
sdng ménh liét trong ki tc mdi dan toc. Nguoi ta
khdng bao gio quén hinh anh con ngua trang co
canh Pegasus cua Zeus, hay con ngua thanh Troys
trong than thoai Hi Lap ¢ dai; loai nguoi ciing
khong bao gio quén hinh anh con ngua do (Ngua
Xich Thé) ciia Quan Cdng trong Tam quoc dién
nghia; va nhan loai ciing s& khong thé khdng nhé
t6i hinh anh Con ngua trdng uy nghiém cua
Thanh Giéng trong tu duy huyén thoai cua Viét
Nam.

Qua that, tir Pong sang Tay, tu ¢d chi kim,
ngua tro thanh mot biéu twong xuyén van hoa
(cross-cultural symbol), ¢ stc manh biéu trung
phong phi va da dang nhat nhiing ¥ niém da
chiéu, da dién, vira am tinh, vira duong tinh, vira
tot ai vira XAu, tao nén nhimg diém nhan tu duy
biéu tuong khéc blet trong syr tri nhan cua moi toc
ngudi gan voi moi nén van hoa khac nhau.

2. Ngya trong ngon ngir doi Song nguoi Viét

Ngon ngit & tAm guong phan chiéu dic trung
van hoa xa hoi cua mot toc ngudi, hay ndi dang
hon, ngdn ngtr 4 linh hon dan toc. Poi séng cua
tir ngit gan lién voi doi sdng sinh hoat ciia Xa hoi,
hinh thanh nhing biéu tuong ngdn tir trong giao
tiép. Chang han, con ngua, nd dau chi phai dé kéo
xe hay dé cho ngudi cudi, nd con biéu trung cho
ké giau sang pha quy, bai thoi xua co sy cach biét
Vé dia vi & hoi gitta nguoi di bd va ngudi cudi
ngua. Do tinh biéu trung ciia con ngua trong doi
song x& hoi ma tiéng Viét da sinh ra tir ngua xe va
nhitng thanh ngit 1én xe xuong ngua, ngua xe nhw
nuedc,. .. dé ta canh phon hoa do thi. Tiéng Viét cd
ba tir ngit dugc ding lién quan dén ngua: ngua,
ngo, ma. Hoat dong cua chiing trong giao tlep cho
thay sur tlep x(ic ngdn ngii-van hoa da chiéu, da
dién cua tiéng Viét, nguoi Viét.

Ngwa [a mot tir thuan Viét, vi vy, nhirng tir
ngtr, cau noi lién quan toi ngwa mang tinh biéu
trung déu ¢ nguon gbe phuong Nam va vin hoa
Viét Nam. Theo tur duy ngdn ngir biéu tuong nay,
tiéng Viét san sinh hang loat tir ngi biéu thi tinh
cach con nguoi lién quan téi ngua: ngua chung,
ngua hi, ngua hoang, ngua theo duong cii, ngua
bat kham, vanh méng ngua, than trau ngua, kidp
trAu ngua, thang rugt ngua, ngua non hdu dd,
duong dai mai hay suc ngua, cudoi ngua xem
hoa...

Chit ma /5 (ngua) trong Han van 1a chit tuong
hinh, phac hoa hinh dang cta ngua. Ma la mot tur
Han Viét (tir Viét muon Han), do vay, cd nguon
goc phwong Bic. So V0’| phuong Nam, phuong
Bac vén xuat phat tir nén van minh du muc va
ndéng nghiép can, nhiing cudc di chuyén trén thao
nguyén bao la hay trén nhitng con duong thién li
doi hoi ho phai quy trong con ngua. “Nam di chu,
Bdc di m&” (ngLIO’I phuong Nam di chuyen bang
thuyén, nguoi phuong Bic di chuyen bang ngua)
la mot minh chimg song dong nhét. Vi thé, ngudi
phuong Bac ding nhiéu mi tir dé dién ta con vat
cia minh, ndo 1A “tugn ma”, “kim ma”, ndo 1A
“bach m&”, “long m&” va gan ngua Voi Y nghia
may mén: “méa ddo thanh cong”. Khi xir I mot tén
t0i do, nguoi ta dung chiéu “tizma phanh thay”.
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Khi ndi vé kinh nghiém duong doi, ho noi “Lao
mé thiic do” (Ngua gia biét rd duong di 16i vé)
V.v.. Nhu vay, nhitng tir ngit, cau ndi lién quan toi
“ma” trong tiéng Viét hodc déu cd nguon goc
phuong Béc hozc do tiép xc véi van hoa phuong
Bac ma thanh. Nhiing cach ni hoa mi nhu: thién
ly m& dé chi nhiing con ngua chay nhanh nghin
dam, lgm phat phi ma (chi sy lam phét khéng
kiém ché noi), don thuwong déc ma (Mot minh
chong lai kho khan, khong c6 sy trg gilip cua ai),
v.v. déu Ia san pham cia su giao huu, tiép xuc
ngon ng.

Ngo trong tiéng Viét ciing duoc hiéu 1a ngua.
Chuing ta chua c6 dip dé ban ki hon vi sao ngo lai
la ngura hay ngua co nguon gdc tir ngo, song co
mot diéu chac chin rang, tir xa xua, nguoi ta da
dung chit nge dé biéu thi cho ngua. Nam ngo 1A
nam con ngua. CO gia thuyét rang, chix ngo (1) Ia
tuong hinh day cuong, tir d6 mé rong nghia dé chi
con ngua; c6 nguoi lai hiéu ngua Ia biéu tuong
mat troi, thudc duong hoa, tuong trung cho sac
néng. Do 1a li do vi sao trong mot ngay gio nong
nhét (gitta trua) duoc biéu thi bang gio' ngo, va
trong Mot ndm, thang néng nhit duoc biéu thi
bang thang ngo, c6 Tét Poan Ngo. Ngo con ¢o
cach doc khéc 1a ngii. Ngo, ngii déu 1 [a &m Hén
Viét cua 7, ngo 1a &m xra tir doi Han, con ngii la
am tir doi PBuong, thuoc hé théng ngir am Hén
Viét hién dai nhung khong ding phd bién nén it
duoc biét dén. N6i ndm na mach qué, ngo - ngi -
ngua déu co tuong quan ngit Am-ngir nghia, va
déu do mot gbc ma ra, phuong Nam hodc phuong
Bic, ma suy rong ra la san pham cua van hoa
phuong Bong.

C6 thé nhan thiy, tir van hoa, ching ta ¢6 thé
hicu thém vé cudc song Xa hoi trong ngdn ngi, va
tir ngdn ng, ching ta cung tim vé nhirng gia tri
van hoa dac sic vi ngdn ngix chinh 13 “linh hon
cuadantoc”.

3. Biéu twgng ngua trong tam thire vin héa
Viét

Tur ngdn ngir dén van hoa hay tir danh xXUng
dén biéu nrong, cac tir ngir do phai tra thanh cac
word-symbols (tir - biéu tuong). Nhiing tir - biéu
twong ndy khong phai mang trong né tat ca y

nghia cia “mau gbc” ctia mot nén vin hoa ma tiy
theo su tri nhan caa mdi dan toc ma chi mot 6 y
nghia biéu tuong cta “mau gdc” duoc hién thyc
héa ¢ céc tir-biéu aepng. Chinh dieu ndy tao nén
mot su khéc biét vé cap do trong su chuyén hoa
cha cac “mau goc” thanh céc biéu tuong ngdn ngit
- van hoa ¢ c&c dan toc khac nhau, trong d6 c6 van
hoa Viét, tiéng Viét va nguoi Viét.

Ngua biéu trung cho sw nhanh nhen, sic
déo dai, bén bi: Ngua 1a con vat chay nhanh, nén
duoc dung biéu trung cho si nhanh nhen. Dé dién
ta mot hanh dong duoc tién hanh nhanh chéng,
ngoai cac thanh ngtt Nhanh nhw séc, Nhanh nhie
cat, ngudi Viét lién tuong dén ngua: “Nhanh nhue
ngua”, “Chay nhw ngua”, “Nhanh nhu ngua
chay tram”. Su nhanh nhen 1a dic tinh vén c6 cia
loai ngua, do d6, dan gian da vi ngua chay nhanh
dén ndi dudi kip gio qua thanh ngir “Ngua truy
phong” ma Nguyén Du di dung lai trong Truyén
Kiéu: “Rang ta c6 ngua truy phong - C6 tén dudi
treéng von dong kién nhi”. Ngoai sy nhanh nhen,
ngua 1A lodi vat cd stc bén bi. Ngdy xua, xe ngua
la mdt phuong tién giao thong dién hinh. Tur thuc
té cudc séng nay, nguoi Viét da duc rat nén nhirng
kinh nghiém séng qua tinh chat cua loai ngua:
“Ngwa mgnh chang qudn dwong dai”, “Puong
dai méi hay sirc ngua”” véi ham y trong cudc song
can phai cd dip thir thach [au dai, kién tri, bén bi
thi mai biét dang ddn duoc ban chit con ngui.

Ngwa biéu trung cho sw ngao man, sw phdn
béi va bt tri: nguoi Viét réat tinh té trong cach
nhin nhan va danh gia con ngudi, dé biéu trung
cho sy ngao man, kiéu cang, thich dbi ddu nhung
khong luong duoc Sirc minh, nguoi Viét dung
hinh anh “Ngua non hdau da” hay “Ngua con hau
da”. Hay khi mubn biéu dat nhiing diéu lip lai
nhitng hanh dong sai lam dang tiéc do thoi quen
khd bo, dan gian lai lién tuong dén hinh anh biéu
trung “Ngua quen duong cii”’, “Ngua chay duong
quay”. Do ngua von Ia loai ¢ nhiéu tat ching nén
né cling duoc dung cho su phan boi nguoi da
nang dd, che chd minh: “Ngua phan chi”, “Thay
nguea doi chi”. Hon nira, ngua con 1 con vat kho
thuan dudng nén nguoi co tinh wong budng, in
choi 1éu 16ng khong ai quan thic ndi thi ching
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khac nao “Ngwa bat kham”. Ddi voi loai ngua,
nguoi chii phai c6 day cuong dé diéu khién va
quan gio, do vay, dé ndi vé hoan canh x& hoi
khong binh dang, ngudi Vo bi nguoi chong ap
buc, quan thlc trong xa héi cii, hay su rang buoc
vé luan thuong dao i ciia ngudi phu nix da co
chong, khong lién tuong nao hay hon céch néi
“CO chong nhir ngua cé cuong” ciia nguodi Viét,

Ngwa biéu trung cho swxa x0i cach tré ngan
tring: ngua gan lien véi linh chién va tran mac,
cho nén né con Ia biéu trung cho chdn xa xdi cach
tré ngan trung noi bién ai. Cai canh “dgm nghin
da ngua” luon lién tudng dén sy xong pha noi
chién truong, vt va kho khin, ciing 1a noi thir
théch chi [am trai thoi chinh chién: “Chi lam trai
dam nghin da ngua - Gieo Théi Son nhe tya hong
mao” (Chinh Phy Ngam), khdng ngai canh “Da
ngua boc thay” véi tam trang day hao khi nam
nhi, cling nhur canh chia li “Ngwa Ho, chim Viét”
gitra chinh phu va chinh phu.

Tat ca nhitng dang nam nhi di qua cudc doi
Kiéu déu hon mot lan ngdi trén tung ngua. Kim
Trong cudi ngua deo chudng, So Khanh cudi
ngua truy phong, Tir Hai cudi ngua chién deo
guom,... Qua that, Nguyén Du da ding téi 13 lan
trong 12 cu dé khic hoa nhitng con ngua rat tai
hoa. Tur canh dong wui “Ngua Xe nhuw nuoc, ao
quan nhw Ném’(cau 48), “Song song Ngua trudc,
ngua sau mot doan” (cau 1118), canh “Khéch da
Xuong ngua den noi tie tinh”(cau 142), “Khach d‘a
Ién ngwa, nguoi con ghé theo” (cau 168),..
tam thé uy nghiém cua ding nam nhi tren yen
ngua: “Rang: ta o6 ngua truy phong” (cau 1107),
“Thanh guom 1én ngua Ién duong thang rong”
(C&u 2216),... Nhung cd I¢, hinh anh chu dao cua
con ngua trong Truyén Kiéu van nhudém mau li
biét va céch tro nghin trung: “Nguoi 1én ngua, ke
chia bao, Ring phong thu da nhuém mau quan
san, Dam hong bui chén chinh an, Trong nguoi
di khudt may ngan dau xanh” (cau 1519-1522).

That vay, khdm pha ¥ nghia biéu trung ciia
ngua trong ngdn nglr va van hoa la con duong tim
Ve nhiing lién tuong tha vi nhat Vé loai vat nay
trong tam thirc Viét. Ngua gan giii véi cudc song
con ngudi, Nén qua trinh biéu trung hoa “ngua la

tinh cach, tinh cam, s6 phdan cia con nguot”, 1€ di
nhién, A sy lién tuong diy tinh nhan vin va
nghiém than. Trong cudc doi, cau mong cho moi
nguoi thoét canh lam “Than trau ngua”, “Kiép
trdu ngua”, tranh xa “Vanh mong ngua”, va
nhitng ké “Pau trau mdt ngua”, dé cling nhau
doan két, twong than “Mgét con ngua dau, cd tau
bo co”.

Nghi vé biéu tuong Nngua trong van hoa va
ngdn ngt, nguol viét cang chi la “Cudi ngua xem
hoa” trong thé gisi biéu tuong phong phd va
huyén bi. C6 nhan da day: “Muédn di xa phdi gii
gin siic ngua”, dau rang “Nhdt ngon Ky xudt, tiz
mé nan truy” (mét 1oi ndi ra bén ngua kho theo)
nhung v6i tam 10ng “Thang nhuw ruét ngua”, kinh
chic moi ngudi mot nam mai Gidp Ngo “Ma ddo
thanh cong”.
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