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BAN VE AN DU TRONG SACH KINH TE TIENG ANH
METAPHOR IN ECONOMICS TEXTBOOKS

NGUYEN THUY PHUONG LAN
(ThS; Pai hoc Ngoai ngir, PHQG Ha Néi)

Abstract: The article looks at the concept of metaphor and various view points about
metaphor by linguists. The article also summarises the main approach to metaphor analysis
in the 20™ century. Then based on the conceptualist view of metaphor, especially that of Lakoff,
the author investigate the use of metaphor in economics textbooks. Hopefully, the knowldge of
metaphors in economics can help economics teachers to deal better with the economic terms and

make their lesson more interesting.
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1. Dit van dé

Nghién ciu kinh té hoc dang trd nén pho bién,
nhét Ia trong xu thé ngay nay khi cac quéc gia dang
tang cudong hon dau tur phét trién kinh té. Pay ciing 1
mot moén hoc co ban trong chuong trinh cta cic
truong kinh t&, ngan hang, hodc cac khoa kinh té tai
chinh ciia cac trudng dai hoc. DEé doc va hiéu duoc
c4c sach kinh t& va cac vin ban kinh té khac bang
tiéng Anh, sinh vién can hai ki nang co ban: mét von
tiéng Anh n6i riéng va von ngdn ngit ndi chung tot;
va nhitng hiéu biét vé chuyén nganh kinh t& hoc. Hon
nita, theo Mc Closkey (1986: XVII), kinh té hoc sir
dung cac md hinh todn hoc va cac bién luan vé thi
truong. Nhiing mé hinh va bién luan nay c6 thé duoc
coi nhu cac hinh thai tu tir trong ngdn ngir, bao gom
an du hay loai suy. Hewings (1990:30) ciing khang
dinh rang bat ké nd hyc ndo ban vé kinh t& hoc ma
khdng str dung cac bién phép tu tir (trong d6 ¢ phép
an du) déu Ia sai léch. Nhu véy, dé hiéu duoc thiu
d4o cac van ban kinh té khng phai Ia viéc dé dang.

An du 1a mét bien phép tu tir, dac biét duoc sir
dung nhiéu trong ngdn ngi nghé thuat. Co rat nhiéu
nghién ciru ciia cac nha ngdn ngit hoc Vé an du, dic
biét Ia trong tiéng Anh. O Viét Nam ciing c6 nhicu
cAc nghién ciu Vé ban chét cta an dy, an du trong
vin hoc, trong tiéu dé béo chi. La mat giang vién
giang day mén Tiéng Anh chuyén nganh (trong do
¢6 phan Tiéng Anh Kinh té), tic gia ciing c6 mong
mudn tim hiéu ki hon v& 4n du va viéc sir dung 4n du
trong kinh té hoc.

2. Khéi niém an du va cac phuong phap tiép
can

Pé thuc hién chirc nang giao tiép, tiéng Anh ciing
nhu cac ngdn ngit str dung hang loat phuong tién tu
tir nglr nghia. Cac phuong ti¢n tu tir nglr nghia dugc
chia ra thanh hai loai chinh: phuong tién tu tir ding
hinh anh vé s6 luong nhu phong dai, thu nho, ndi
giam; va phuong tién tu tir ding hinh anh vé chat
lwgng nhu an duy, cai danh, nhan héa, hoén dy,

Trude day an du thudng duoc coi la mot bién
phép tu tir trong vin hoc dua trén nhitng dic diém
giéng nhau gitta nghia den va nghia bong ctia ngon
ngir. Tuy nhién, nhitng nghién ciu gan day cho
rang an du khdng chi 1a mot phuong thic dién dat
¥ nghi bang ngdn ngix ma con & mét phuong thirc
dé trr duy vé sy vat; va vi vay an du duoc st dung
trong cac nganh khac ngoai van hoc nhu khoa hoc,
cdng nghé hay kinh té hoc.

Khai niém “4n du” (theo tiéng Hi Lap &
metaphora c6 nghia 1a chuyén doi)  theo
Wikipedia, 1 ngdn ngir ding dé tryc tiép so sanh
c4c chu thé dudng nhu khong lién quan dén nhau.
Nhu vay mét phép an du bao gom chuz thé thiz nhat
va chi thé thit hai. Phép an du Ia phép chuyén
nghia tu tir hoc Mo ta chu thé thir nhat giéng cha
thé thtr hai theo mét cach nao d6. Chu thé thir nhat
duoc mo ta mot cach ngan gon do cac dic tinh
hién ngdn va ham ngén cia chii thé thir hai dwoc
sir dung dé tang cuong cho viéc mo ta chu the thi
nhat.
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An dy, trong tir dién tiéng Anh hién dai cia Nha
Xuét ban Longman, dugc dinh nghia 1a “mdt cach
thirc miéu ta mét cai gi do bang cach so sanh nd voi
mot cai khac 06 nhimg dic diém twong tr ma khong
str dung nhiing tir like hoic as (giong nhuw hodc nhuwe
[a)”. Vi du; “I don’t think life is a bed of rose” (t0i
khéng nghi’ rang cude doi 1a mét tham hoa hong).
Trong vi du nay, ngudi ndi mudn dua ra mét Sy SO
sanh ngam gitta cugc doi va tham hoa hang. Noi dén
tham hoa hong, nguoi ta s€ nghi dén nhimg gi twoi
dep, rang r5. O day nguoi noi muén khang dinh cuge
doi khong chi ludn phing phiu va toan didu tt dep
nhur tham hoa hdng, Tuy nhién nguoi néi khdng hé
Str dung tir "giéng nhu”.

An du khéc véi vi von. Vi von 1a su so sanh truc
tiép gitra hai nguoi hoac hai vat, nhu trong vi du Cold
as cucumber (lanh nhu tién - theo céch n6i cia nguoi
Viét) dé vi von cac dic diém ca tinh cua ai do lanh
[80 nhur tién hay As cunning as a fox (xao quyet nhu
con cao), quiet as an oyster (cdm nhu hén). Andy la
swrso sanh ngam va y nghia cua n khong dé hleu pé
hiéu duoc nghia ngam (hidden meaning), can dua
vao van canh cy thé (Lason, 1984).

Michiel Leezenberg (2001, P69) da chi ra cac
phuong phap tiép can vé an du & thé ki 20 nhur sau:

- Cac phuong phap mang tinh ngir nghia hoc
(semantic approach - gom céc quan d1em an du dan
chiéu (lién he) - referrentialist views, vaan dy mo ta -
descriptivist views).

- Cac phuong phap mang tinh ngir dung hoc
(pragmatic approach).

- Phuong phép ctia Davidson.

- Phuong phép cua Lakoff va Jonson: phuong
phdp nghién cou 4n du nhan thac/ri nhan
(conceptualist view of metaphor)

Theo quan diém dan chiéu (referrentialist view),
phép an du c6 hiéu hc nho sw gidng nhau giita cac
cha thé, Ia nhiing 4n du tir vung xudt hién do két qua
ciia viéc thay thé mét tén goi nay bang mat tn goi
khéc. Trong phép an du ham chira 2 nghia, hay nghia
kép: nghia den (literal meaning) ding dé 1am co so
ban dau va nghia bong (figurative meaning) Ia nghia
c6 duoc tir nghia den. Nhung bang cach nao do, ca
hai nghia déu duoc str dung va dong vai trd biéu hién
nghia quan trong (both meanings are active). Theo tur
duy cia nhém nha ngén ngit dan chiéu, trong cu:
man is wolf (ngudi 1a cho sbi), ¢ su so sanh, dan

chiéu con ngudi gidng con s6i & diém nao d6, va dé
hiéu duoc ham y md ta con nguoi ¢ ddy, ta can hiéu
dac tinh ctia con chd soi, tir @6 con nguoi s& ¢6 dac
tinh dung nhu vay.

Theo quan diém cua cic nha ngon ngt mo ta,
phép an du khong phai la su dan chiéu ma chi bao
gom s tring hop cia mot s nét nghia gitra 2 chu
thé, hay n6i cach khac khong nhat thiét cha thé dich
phai c6 diy du cac thudc tinh cua chii thé nguon
(Putman, 1975). Cau man is wolf (nguoi la cho soi),
theo nhom nhixng nha ngdn ngit mo ta, la dé truc tiép
nGi rng con ngudi ¢d thude tinh hung bao nhu ciia
CON SOI. ‘

Theo quan diém cua cac nha ngdn ngir tiép can an
du trén phuong dién ngir dung hoc, mét phéat ngdn an
du (an utterance of a metaphor) khdng han Ia bao
gOm mat su chuyén nghia, an du c6 thé dugc hiéu
bang mot co ché khac, khong don thuan phu thuoc
cau chir duoc sir dung. Trong vi du man is wolf
(nguoi la chd soi), cac nha ngdn ngit theo phuong
phép tlep can nay khéng chap nhan c6 mot sy chuyén
nghia dé két luan cho soi bao gom ca nhiing nguoi
hung bao, nhung ciing khong muon thtra nhan an du
la mét sy suy dién hay mot hanh dong néi mét dang,
ham y mét khéac. Ho cho rang co s dé hiéu nghia an
du phai dya trén ciu triic nghia (meaning structure)
ctia cac cum tir dugc sur dung. Vi vay, theo phan tich
ngix dung hoc, man is wolf & mat thuc té khong
ding néu hiéu theo nghia den, nhumg chu y giao tiép
truyén dat mot diéu cd thé ding;: con nguoi tan bao.

Tuy nhién, Michiel Leezenberg (2001: 135) cling
cho rang di tiép can tir phuong dién ngir nghia hay
ngit dung hoc déu gap phai van dé 13, lay mot sy doi
tra (falsity) hay bét binh thuong (anomaly) lam céc
tiéu chi dé nhan biét 4n du. T4t ca cac nha ngdn nge
tiép can theo hai phuong phap trén déu coi viéc hiéu
V& an du [a thir cap (secondary) va dya vao cac qua
trinh kha khéc biét voi cac qua trinh diéu khién viéc
hiéu ngdn ngir theo nghia den. Ngoai ra, cac nha
ngon ngt theo hai nhom nay ciing gap kho khan
trong Xir Ii 4n dy trong van hoc.

Mot quan diém khac duoc dira ra vio nhiing nim
1980, cu thé hon hin va di gy anh huong Ién, duoc
goi la “ngilr nghia hoc tri nhan/nhan thic” (cognitive
semantics) trong cuén Metaphor we live by (1980)
ciia Lakoff & Johnson va sau d6 duoc ciing ¢ thém
trong Johnson (1987) va Lakoff (1987). Hai 6ng cho
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rang “an du thdm nhap trong ngdn ngir hang ngay,
nhu trong cAu néi: | attacked his argument (oi tin
cong quan diém cua anh ta), I'm feeling down (t6i
thay khéng wui vé), you are wasting my time (cau
dang lang phi thoi gian cua t6i). Co thé ndi co nhiing
an du ma chung ta SOng cling, va chiing ta khong hé
cam nhéan thay d6 14 4n du vi d6 1a sy phan anh cich
ching ta nhan thue thé gisi. Do chinh 14 sy hién thuc
héa thé gisi bang ngdn ngit, sir dung cac khéi niém
4n du nhu: argument is war (Tranh cdi 1a chién
tranh), Happy is up, sad is down, time is money.
Lakoff va Johnson (1980) ciing bién luan rang ching
ta khdng chi str dung 4n du “Time is money” (Thoi
gian 1a tién bac) nhur 13 mot phuong tién tu tir ma
chiing ta thét s nghi vé pham tra “dich” “time” (thoi
gian) qua pham tru “ngudn” “money’” (tién bac) (i
tién bac co tinh gid tri cao va ciing c6 gi6i han) khi
noi: “You are wasting time” (Ban dang lang phi thoi
gian). Ong con dura ra hang loat c4c vi du dé minh
hoa cho khéi niém an du “Time is money” duoc phan
anh trong tiéng Anh duong dai:

I don’t have the time to give you, How do you
spend your time these days?, That flat tire cost me an
hour. T’ve invested a lot of time in her, I don’t have
enough time to spare for that (G. Lakoff va M.
Johnson 1980: 8).

Theo 6ng, thoi gian la mét loai hang hda cd gia tri
va 1a mot ngudn e hiru han ma ching ta sir dung dé
dat duoc muc dich cua chung ta. Trong cac cach biéu
dat 4n du dudi dang an du “Thoi gian I tién bac”,
mot s6 da biéu dat thoi gian mot cach cu thé nhur tién
bang viéc str dung nhitng dong tir spend, invest, use...
profitably (chi tiéu, dau tu, sir dung...mot cach ¢ loi).
Lakoff va Johnson cling quan niém A mountain is a
person (nii cling la nguoi)-or perhaps more
generally a physical object is a human body - hay co
& bt ky mét vat thé nao ciing gidng nhu co thé con
nguoi. Vi thé ching ta c6 chan ndi (foot of the
mountain), chan ban (leg of the table), cira song
(mouth of the river). Vi quan diém cta ngbn ngix
hoc tri nhan, chiing ta c6 thé chuyén an du trong ngén
ngtr thanh cac qua trinh mang tinh khai niém, va tur
d6 ching ta c6 thé tiép can an du va hiéu duoc an du
dya trén Ii thuyét chung vé khai niém héa
(conceptualization).

Tran Van Co (2006) tom lugc nhu sau: Theo
quan diém cua ngdn ngir hoc tri nhan, “an duy tri

nhan/ nhan thic/ y niém (cognitive/ conceptual
metaphor) 1a mét trong nhirng hinh thic y niém hoa,
mot qua trinh tri nhan biéu hién va hinh thanh
nhiing khéi niém mai ma khdng cé né thi khdng thé
nhan thirc duoc tri thire méi”. Vi cach tiép can do,
an du duoc xem nhu 1a cach nhin mét d6i twong nay
thong qua mot ddi twong khac, va véi ¥ nghia do 4n
du la mot trong nhimg phuong thac biéu trong tri
thirc dudi dang ngdn ngit. An du thuong c6 quan hé
V61 nhiing khong gian tu duy phuc tap. Trong qua
trinh nhan thuc, nhitg khong gian tu duy khong the
quan sét truc tiép ndy théng qua an du xac 1ap méi
tuong quan voi nhiing tw duy don gidn hon hodc voi
nhing tur duy c6 thé quan sat duoc cu thé (vi dy, cac
Tinh vuc kinh té va chinh tri c6 thé so sanh véi cac
trd choi, vai cac cudc thi thé thao, v.v.). Trong qua
trinh chuyén y niém hoa, khong gian khong thé
quan sét truc tiép duoc ¥ niém hda va nhap vao
trong mot hé théng ¥ niém chung cua mot cong
dong ngdn ngir nhat dinh. Dong thoi cung mot
khong gian tir duy c6 thé duoc biéu twong nhd mot
hoac mot s6 an du ¥ niém.

An du nhan thic bao gém hai mién tri thuc.
Mién thtr nhat c6 tn goi la mién ngudn (source
domain). Mién nay la nhirng khai niém rd rang, co
nhiing diic diém vat chat quen thudc. Mién thir hai
goi la mién dich (target domain), mién ndy it hién
minh hon, it quen hon hay noi cach khac c6 tinh
triru twong cao. Mién ngudn duoc dung dé gidp ta
hiéu duoc mién dich mét cach dé dang

Nhu da ndi trén, an du khdng chi dugc coi nhu
mot hién tuong trong van hoc ma an duy ciing xuét
hién véi tan suat cao trong cac finh vuc khoa hoc,
cong nghé va kinh t& hoc. Vi han ché thoi gian,
trong bai viét nay chiing toi s& chi di sau khao st
viéc str dung an du trong séch tiéng Anh kinh té hoc,
&p dung phuong phép tiép can cua cac nha ngdn
ngit hoc tri nhan.

3. Khao sat an du trong kinh té hoc

An dy nhan thire duge ding dé khai niém hoa
cac khéi niém trong kinh té hoc. Vi theo quan diém
cua Lakoff, mot nén kinh té ciing ¢6 thé duoc coi
nhu mét co thé con nguoi nén trong kinh té hoc,
mot loat tir ngir ding dé chi cac hoat dong kinh té,
cac xu hudng tang truong hodc suy giam dugc sir
dung, giéng nhur su phét trlen cua co thé con nguoi
va c4c hoat dong trong doi séng con ngudi.
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Gibng con ngudi, kinh té ciing co khai niém
cau (demand), tang truong (growth), chu ki ting
trudng (business cycles), human capital (vén con
ngudi)l, natural rate of unemployment (t7 1¢ that
nghiép tw nhién), economic growth (ting truong
kinh t&), consumer sovereignty (chi quyén cua
nguoi tiéu dung), market forces (Cac luc hrong thi
truong), economic machine and fine tuning (bg
may kinh té va su diéu chinh kinh té). . ..

Cudc doi con nguoi trai qua nhiing chu Ki
khac nhau va phu day bang nhimg thing (up),
tram (down), thi kinh té hoc noi dén cac chu ky
kinh té voi thang (up), tram (down). Khi nén kinh
té bi roi vao day ctia mot thoi ki khing hodng
(recesion or depression - giong nhir con nguoi khi
bi trdm cam) thi kinh té hoc dung thuat ngir
bottom va khi nén kinh té thoat khoi giai doan d6
dé budc vao mot giai doan mé rong thi qua trinh
d6 duoc goi 1a phuc hoi (recovery), giéng nhu
con ngudi ta phuc hdi sic khoe (recover) sau mot
giai doan 6m yéu. Con nguoi I6n 1én (grow up)
theo thoi gian thi nén kinh té khoe (healthy) ciing
trai qua (experience) tang truong (economic
growth), hoac ti ¢ tang truong manh
(accelerating growth rate).

Khi ban vé cac mat cia thi truong, kinh té hoc
dé cap dén cac hee luong (forces) cung va cau
Néu nhu trong x3 hoi, con ngudi [a mién nguon
thiét 1ap céc lyc lugng khdng quan, hai quan (alr
forces or naval forces) co co cau, ¢ to chuc va
sizc manh thi cac luc luong thi truong - mién dich
- ciing ¢6 co ché hoat dong va stc manh nhat
dinh. Bé tinh toan duoc chinh xac cung va cau
trong thi truong, cac nha kinh té hoc do do co
gian (elasticity), hay la muc do phan 1ng
(responsiveness) hay d6 nhdy cam (sensitivity)
cha cau va cung trudc sy thay doi cua gia. Va doi
tuong cung trong thi truong ciing d6i mat véi cac
cugc canh tranh (firms compete severely) khéc
ligt dé gianh phan déng hon ngudi mua vé minh,
tang thi phan (market share) - thi truong glong
nhu mot chiéc banh 16n ¢d nhiéu ngudi mudn
chiém mot phan va ho cung phai chia nhau
(share). Ciing boi do nhiing cudc chién khéc liat
(cut-throat battles), voi cac ddi tha (rivals) khong
khoan nhuong ma thi truong ciing dugc vi nhu
chién truong (a war).

Xét vé cach thirc mé ta lam phét (inflation - sy gia
tang vé gid ca ndi chung), cac nha kinh t hoc noi dén
lam phét phi m& (galloping/ trotting inflation) - gi& ca
tang nhanh qua va duoc ngam so sanh véi hanh dong
phi mréc Kigu cta con ngua , lam phat truot gia (run-
way inflation) - gia ca thay d6i nhanh nhu hanh dong
ciia mot nguoi hay mot vat roi khoi mot vat ban dau
mot cach dot ngdt, lam phat cham (creeping
inflation) - giéng nhu sy ron rén, cham chap cua ai d6
hoac mét con vat nao do; lam phat cau kéo (demand-
pull) va lam phét chi phi ddy (cost-push). Va dé tinh
duoc toe do ting truong thuc cua nén kinh té, kinh té
hoc tinh toAn GDP thyc (real GDP) bang céch “Xi
ho?” (deflate) GDP danh nghia (nominal GDP),
gidng nhur cach nguoi ta xi hoi mét qua bong bong.

Nhu trinh bay trén, cac an du nhan thac co ban
biéu dat mot finh vuc nhan thac ndy bang mot finh
vuc nhan thire khac, va thuong kéo theo nhidu khéi
niém trong linh vuc nhan thirc gbe duoc chuyén sang
cé&c khai niém twong ung trong linh vuc nhan thirc
moi.Tir nhiing Vi du sir dung an du ban trén day,
chuing ta cd thé khang dinh kinh té ciing duoc tri nhan
qua co thé con nguoi (embodiment) hay qua nhiing
trai nghiém ctia con nguoi (human experience). Phép
an du qua that da lam cho nhiing vin ban kinh té tro
nén sinh dong va hap dan hon.

Hi vong Véi sy hiéu biét sau sic hon vé an du
tiéng Anh, gido vién day c4c mon tiéng Anh chuyén
nganh, dac biét Ia trong finh vuc kinh té hoc, ¢6 thé
gilip sinh vién hiéu va str dung tét hon ngon ngir
chuyén nganh ho dang sir dung; dong thoi khi
huéng sinh vién toi sy hiéu biét nay, bai giang coa
ngudi gido vién ciing trd nén hip dan va sinh dong
hon.
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