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Abstract: Southern culture has contributed the theatrical musical form imbued with
national identity to the culture of Vietnam, it was the traditional reformed theater. Composer
Vien Chau - who is the elite person of Southern Vietnam, the land of river residents with
hospitality, "everyone is friend" - has done the admirable work of keeping "the culture of the
South™ in his abundant works with more than 50 reformed theater songs and more than 2,000

longing melodies sung in reformed theater.

Key words: Southern culture; traditional reformed theater; composer; Vien Chau.

1. Van hoa Nam B6 di dong gop cho nén vin
héa Viét Nam maot loai hinh am nhac san khau
dam da ban sic dan toc, d6 chinh 14 cai lwong,
vong ¢d. Soan gia Vién Chau - ngudi con uu ta
dat phuong Nam, manh dét cua cu dan song
nudc, cia nhiing nguoi Vién xi véi tinh than mén
khach, chiéu nguoi, “tir hai giai huynh d¢” - da
lam dugc mdt viéc dang tran trong, la luu gilr
duoc “chat Nam bo” trong kho tai san dd s cua
minh, véi hon 50 bai cai lwong va hon 2.000 bai
vong co.

2.1. Biéu dau tién dé lai 4n trong sau Sic trong
long doc gia, ¢d 1€ chinh 1 16p tir séng nudc ma
tac gia st dung trong c4c tc pham caa minh. Véi
hé théng sdng ngdi chang chit, ngudi dan ¢ day
st dung phuong tién di chuyén phan Ion 1a ghe
thuyén, tir d6 céc sinh hoat nhu ca hat, ban budn,
hen ho, dua tién... déu dién ra trén séng nudc.
Vién Chau da khic hoa van hoa song nudc ay rat
rd nét:

“Nam xwa ta don dwa nhau bén bo sdng
xanh®

() ,

Mua bdo dem qua nén dwong dat ven song
tré nén lay 13i,

Ganh bln trén vai doc theo bér ¢é rdi,

Mai chor anh nén chang véi sang do.

()

Xudn dé vé trén bén cii hay chua, ma doi mt
em xanh, déi ma em hong?.”®

Nhiing hinh énh “bo song”, “duong dat ven
song”, “bo €6”, “sang do”, “bén cii”...dua nguoi
nghe vé mét viing qué séng nudc, noi cd thén nir
ngay ngay doi mat theo nhing chiéc ghe cap bén,
mong cho mot bong dang than quen...

Gap g& hen ho noi bén nudc, dé rdi chia biét
ciing noi day. Phiit gap g& sau nhidu ndm xa cach,
phut han huyén dudi khoang do, c6 kha nang trai

rong long nguoi trén song nuéc ménh mong la
nhd cau vong ¢ dua tinh:

“Pém gdp nhau noi bén nwdc nam xwa, khi
trang khuya bt ddu nga bong.

Bén Tam Duong mot dém suong lanh, ruou
Hoang Hoa nhdp can dudi khoang do.

()

Nhin con do trén séng nwéc ménh mong.

T6i nghe dao cat nhiing manh tinh tan vi.”®

Noi séng nudc ay con 1a noi ching kién bao
manh doi phiéu dat:

“Toi lang thang ddu song cudi che, nghe
tiéng dan cua toi co ai thay long minh béi hoi
rung cam...” @

Thanh ngit “dau song cudi cho™ chi ngudi vo
gia cu, cudc song bat dinh ray day mai d6, nhung
“con thuyén”, “canh budm” tr¢ thanh biéu tuong
clia ngudi trai dang con nudi chi hai hd, chua chiu
budc neo noi bén bd nhét dinh. Nhitng canh dep
Ha Tién: Phi Dung ty, bén Pong HO, nii To
Chau, bién Ha Tién. .., dau déi luc, c6 1am cho ké
giang hd phai da mang nhiéu tm su:

“Em tuong chieng nhuw du huong.

M6t méi tinh dau con viweong trén con thuyeén
vién xit.

Xom luoi may giang th uyén biéng dé

Hang tiéu gi6 thoi ld xo'ro..

Bai vang dém nay nhin ld rung. Thdn tho nghe
thay nhan kéu swong...

Ba thu dai dang ddng anh xudi thuyén tro lai
Co huong.

Pén nay bén Péng Ho da bao phii duéi man
suong;

NUi T6 Chéu mdy bdn cay ngan thay Ia.

Bién Ha Tién song ém glo Iang

Nhung canh buém xuea van chang quay Ve...
®
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Ngam séng nudc, tha hon theo may gié khong
chi la phit gidy trong budi ngu nhan, ma con 1a
noi quan vuong tha cAu ngam budn vui thé sy,
cudc doi. Vién Chau da khéo lam cho nhiing chi
tiét lich sir xa xam, nhu gan lai véi ngudi Nam
B9, nho khong gian song nude ma ong dac ta:

“VAC can cau ra ngoi diza thach ban

Long vuong gia mo mang theo song nuwoc

Gio dpng ngan lau khua xao xac,

S¢ Virong méi tha hon theo nhiing chiéc I roi
tan man ¢ ven ganh.”©

Céi budn vui cude doi dy 1a chuyén vo chdng,
nhung d6i khi chi don gian 12 phai dén long trudc
“tinh ¢ii”, dé dimg lam phuong hai dén hanh phic
Cua nguoi thuong:

“(...") T6i phd mdc cho thuyén trdi song va,
béi nhiéu phong ba déu solam phong tran.

(...) Trén bén sdu lau lich tro vo, gio hi6t
thie6t nhue buéng loi nhen nhag...” ©

Anh gid nhu con “thuyén troéi” vo dinh, mac
dong doi “song vd” cudn vé dau. Long anh gio
tan nat “cho vo”, khac nao “lau lach” trén “bén
sau” buon tham?

Nhiing hinh dnh ma Vién Chau lya chon déu
rat moc mac gan gii, nhumg qua ngoi but tai hoa
caa 6ng, ching bong tro nén ¢ hon va dong cam
dénla...

Nhic dén song nuéc trong ca khic cua Vién
Chau, that thiéu s6t néu khong nhic dén “Tinh
anh ban chiéu” véi con séng Phung Hiép Nga
Bay ning phu sa “né dia” (bun dat) va ché nang
méi tinh si:

“Ghe chiéu Ca Mau dé cdm so trén bo kinh
Nga Bdy, sao ¢6 gdi nam xuwa chang thdy ra
chao. Cika vuon c6 da khod kin e nam nao. Toi
vdc déi chiéu bdng tir duGi ghe 18n x6m rdy, chiéc
40 nhugm bun da lam tam giot mé héi...

.. Ngon gié dém déng dimg théi niza, 1ong toi
lanh ldm gié déng oi... Téi nhé sao cho ghe
chiéu troi xudi, 10ng ndng friu mét ndi sau té tai.
Toi ngoi yén sau lai, doi mdt van hueéng vé néo cii
vuon xua. Hoi oi! Con sdong Phung Hiép chay ra
g;iy nga, thi ¢ cua toi ciing lai ling mudn dong.”

C6 rat nhiéu tén bién, song duoc Vién Chau
nhac dén trong cac bai ca c6 cuia minh, nhung c6
I€ con song Phung Hiép tro nén ndi tieng nhat,

nho méi tinh I&ng man c6 mot khong hai. Nguoi
chua mot lan-budc chan vao Nam, ciing da nghe
dén —tén con sbng Phung Hiép tinh tor cua dat
ddng bang song nudc rdi. Nho bai ca ma nguoi
nghe it nhidu cam nhan dugc chat vin hoa song
nudc v6i bo kinh, chiée ghe, tay chéo, cam sao,
nhé sdo... Qua that ngdn tir dwoc trao suc manh
|6t ta, thng qua tri hec ciia ngudi cam bt vay.

2.2. Ngbn tir Nam B0 trong ca tir cia soan gia
Vién Chau con dugc thé hién qua cach xung ho
gan giii, than tinh nhu ngudi Mot nha. Pic biét,
tinh cam Nam B6 thién v& mdi quan hé bén
ngoai. Hay nghe chong goi Vo

“Ai ¢d biét cho doi i trong trdi,

Thién ha nguoi ta thi vo bay, vor ba.

Con t6i, con toi cur hui hi voi ma no ¢ nha,

An com ngudi, uéng nudc tra hodi ciing
chan.”®

“Moi khi nghe méa thang Nhai can nhan, cui
nhzz.”)

“T6i lo sp' cho Hai Chiéu Ly Bigét,

Se' con v nha né 6m gai theo trai.

Goi Vo 13 “ma nd”, “ma thang Nhai” ngot lim.
Roi thi “con vo nhd”, “nd”, d6i khi con “may
tao”... twong c¢6 chit khinh khi, nhung néu hiéu
cach suy nghi va ndi nang mgc mac cia nguoi
Nam B9, ciing nhu sy boc tryc, thang than, it
thich van chuong rao don, thi ta s& thiy duoc cai
tinh vo chdng tham thiét. Hay nghe 6ng chdong
boc bach tiép:

“Sprndo bang so Vo' 1am reo, néi gidn nd dam
bo chéo queo mgt minh. Sach nh; thién duong cd
cau:

"Phu xwong, phu tuy", gidi cho sat nghia la
"chong quy Vo' doi".

Anh Ba oi nén hur s6 hé noi troi, vor minh minh
so, ai cuoi mac ai.” @

Trong cac médi quan hé xa hai, thay vi goi tén
nhu mién Bic, mién Trung, thi ngudi mién Nam
lai goi bang thir ty trong nha: “Anh ba chi Bay
ngo thdy lam sao, Chii Tw My Sau cé diem nao
hay khéng?”*®

“Bac Sau gidng cdu cho xuong cdp bén,
ngude mdt nhin t6i thay l‘leng héi cau chao.”™

Truong hop ngudi 16n tudi xung h6 voi ngudi
nho tudi hon, thin mat thi goi bang con, voi

»(11)
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ngudi la nho tudi thi goi bang chau. Thdng
thuong 14 "thang/con + thir":

“Chau ¢ xa x6i vé tr héi nao, chau oicon
Tw né di ldy chong tir 5 nam vé trude, nhung sé
phan bac phuwée vé duyén.” ™

2.3. Khi muén bay to tinh cam, suy nghi cua
minh v&i nguoi khac, nguoi dan Nam Bo luon
ding cach ndi truc tiép, khong bong gi6 xa xoi,
khong rao trude don sau, khong hoa 1¢ mi miéu.
No6 théng tudt, san sti, moc mac, gian di va chan
thanh ding véi tinh cach cua nguoi ban xu:

“Khach vira toan wom loi tréu gheo thi tr
trong mdi la mét ba ldo tdt nguyén budc ra, doz
méi gia mdp mdy run run khé bdo co hang rang,
con oi, NQAY mai nay la ngay gié chong con,
vdy con hdy lo dia mudi, dia dwa dé tuéng niém
nguwoi chong bac 50..%

Trong bai ca “Ong ldo chéo do”, ta gip mot
ong gia Nam B9 vo uu, khong nang chir giau
sang, vinh nhuc. D6 la mét 1do ong ludn trai that
long minh vai cudc doi béng su an nhién, tu tai:

“Than gia gao cho nuoc song. Khoe thi dwa
khdch, mét nam xd hoi. Sang giau mdc ké dua
boi. Cong danh nhu thé béo tréi giita dong. Al
dai ai khén gam lai van khéong bang doi ciia lo.
Con troi con nudce con séng, con cdy da cil, €ON
ong chéo do.”™"

2.4. Ngudi Nam Bo con noi tit theo kiéu rit
gon. TS. Huynh Céng Tin timg nhan xét vé hién
tuong nay: “Trong cach phat am cua ngudi Nam
B9, con co6 hién tuong rat gon phé bién hon, do 1a
hién tuong bién thanh & 16p tir dai tir hoa chi dbi
tuong...” (18)nhu “ong, anh, chi, di, ba, co ? (ong
ay, anh 4y, chi 4y, di 4y, ba 4 ay, co Ay.. ) “Toi
buee vao nhd ty xung la quy coc, moi co xem 1
qué coi tinh duyén gia dao thé ndo. Thdy cé gat
dau, 16i mimg nhir mé o trong bung. "™

Hay: “Khi hén tién bac qua troi/ Pén lic hét
thoi, ba bong bd 6m 16

Hoic: Khi dy cd nha di Nam ai ndy ciing vui
Mang. Di Nam di méi néi: “Con gdi ti né di
nam yén, thdi thay Tir vé nha ngoi nghi.” @V

2.5. Nguoi Nam B¢ gian di trong sinh hoat,
nhung lai phong khoang trong tinh cach. Nét
phong khoang ay ta gap 0 nhat trong nhimg giai
thoai vé nhan vat bac Ba Phi. O Vién Chau, ong

(13

cuong di¢u, phong dai sy vat, su viec khong phai
dé “tham xung”, ma don thun chi dé dic ta
nhitng cung bac tinh cdm hay tinh cach, hodc tao
tiéng cuoi sang khoai:

“Vo cua toi tuy dan ba con gdi nhung meéc da
den trgy nhw d‘ong Tir d6 xa qué dé cdat buoc
theo chong. Can ¢o cut ngun ciing deo kiéng
nhong nhanh, ngén tay 6 dé ciing deo nhan vang
y, phdi né cao ciing khéng néi ma chi, dang nay
n6 lun xin chan lai di chir bat. Moi khi dua con né
cdt 1én tiéng hat, thién hg tong dau dai bac né
lién hai. "*

Cach thé hién tinh cam ciia nguoi chong trong
doan nhac trén lam ta lién tuong dén bai ca dao:
“Lé mili muoi tam ganh longl Chong yéu chong
bdo rdu rong troi chol Pém ngi thi ngdy o ol
Chéng yéu chong bdo ngdy cho vui nhal Di chy
thi hay an qualChong yéu chong bdo vé nha dé
com”

Hay nhan vat “thdy boi” trong doan nhac sau
day: “Da thua cé ba, cudi thang 9 ndm nay cé sé
¢6 chong, chong ciia cé la nguoi sang gidu bdc
nhit, lgi thém tanh tinh hién hdu dé thiong. Cé ¢
véi thay trong 5 ném sé sanh dwec 3 géi 2 trai, 6
thém 10 nam nita sé dwoc ca thay 8 trai 7
gai.”®

Ta thdy ciing “y chang” 130 thay boi di ting
duogc dan gian kh?ic hoa: “S6 cé chang giau thi
ngheo/ Ngay 30 tét thit treo trong nhal So €6 ¢co
me co chal Me c6 dan ba cha c6 dan ong”

3. Ca c0, cai luong 13 tai san quy gia cia
ngudi dan Nam B¢ noi riéng va ca nude noi
chung. Thong qua nhiing bai ca trt tinh, sau
ling, hai hudc hom hinh, ching ta cam nhan
duoc tinh yéu qué huong dat nude, nét dep tim
hén ctia ngudi Nam Bo. Soan gia - Nghé si nhan
dan Vién Chau (Bay B4) chinh 14 ciu ndi cho nét
dep 4y vuon xa va vang vong mai. Panh gia tai
nang cua 6ng, Huynh Cong Tin nhén dinh: “Gidi
chuyén mén trong nganh ca o, cai lwong, nhin
nhdn Vién Chau la * ‘Ong vua 6 nhac”, “Ngéi
sao sang trén nén troi ca cé”, “Nguoi tao danh
cho ca si”, “Cha dé cia bai Tan cé giao
duyén” ..., thiét nghi khong qud 10, so véi nhitng
gi ma Vién Chdu da déng gop cho nén ca cé hon
60 nam qua.”@

Chd thich:
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