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SU'KHAC NHAU VE NQI HAM VAN HOA CUA HAI TU
RONG( %, DRAGON) VA CHO (#//DOG) TRONG NGON NGU'
VIET - HAN - ANH
DIFFERENCES IN CULTURAL ASPECTS OF SEMANTIC MEANING

OF TWO WORDS "DRAGON" () AND "DOG" (%)
OF VIETNAMESE - CHINESE - ENGLISH IN THE LANGUAGE

LIEU LINH CHUYEN
(TS; Pai hoc Ngoai ngir, Pai hoc Hué)

Abstract: A number of words for animals in Vietnamese, Chinese and English do not
have the same semantic mappings. By comparing and analysing cultural aspects in meaning
of such animals as dragon, dogs, and owls in these languages, we can understand differences
in terms of culture, cognition regarding the meaning of animal words across cultures.
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1. Mé dau

Ngbn ngit va vin hoa co mdi quan hé mét thiét
véi nhau. Ngdn ngit 12 sur chuyén tai ciia vin hoa, con
van héa la ni ham cua ngdn ngit. Ngon ngir thuong
duoc xem 1A tm guong phan chiéu van héa ctia mot
dan toc. Thdng qua ngdn ngir ciia mot dan toc, ching
ta 04 thé phan ndo nhin thiy duoc sic mau van hoa
cuia dan toc do. Trong kho tang ngdn ngir cua cac dan
toc trén thé gidi, phan Ion nhiing cau ngan ng, tuc
ngit déu c6 lién quan dén con vat. Pang sau kho tang
ngdbn ngit Ay tiém tang mot nén van hoéa siu sic,
phan anh sur khdng gidng nhau V@ thai do, tinh cam
ctia mdi dan toc dbi Vi timg con VAL,

Vién hoa va ngodn ngit ctia Trung Hoa da co sy
anh huong rat Ion dén van héa va ngon ngir Viét
Nam. Biéu do thé hién rd trong tir vimg, trong d6 ¢o
chi vé dong vét. Khac véi tiéng Viét va tiéng Han,
tiéng Anh lai mang mét sic thai hoan toan khéc.
Chinh Vi vy, 06 mét sd tir chi lodi vat trong tiéng
Han, tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh c6 ¥ nghia va ndi ham
vin hoa khong hoan toan gidng nhau. Thong qua
viéc phén tich so sanh hinh anh cia “tong” (con vét
trong tri tudng tuong cla loai nguoi), “chd” (con vat
gan giii nht voi loai ngudi), bai viét ndy muén gidp
ngudi doc hiéu duoc phan ndo sur khéc nhau gitia noi

ham van hda cia tir ngir chi loai vat trong ba ngdn
ngit nGi trén. Hiéu duoc s khac nhau d6, ching ta ¢o
thé than trong hon khi str dung ngdn ngit VA tranh
duoc nhing I5i sai khdng can thiét khi giao tiép.

2. Swr khéc nhau vé ndi ham viin héa cia rong,
7, dragon trong ngbn ngir Viét, Han, Anh

Trong quan niém cua phuong Pong thi rong ra
ddi ngay tir budi binh minh caa lich str lodi nguoi, &
san pham cua tri tuong tuong phong phd cia con
nguoi, nham nhan thic va khdm phé thé gisi. Trong
tiém thuc cia nguoi Viét Nam, rong & biéu tuong
cho quyén hyc, cho sur tét dep tich cuc va sang tao, s
may man va thinh virong, tuong trung cho nhiing g
ca0 quy tt dep nhét trong doi sbng con ngudi. GO thé
thdy, hinh tuong caa con réng trong tri tuong tuong
ciia nguoi dan Viét Nam va Trung Qudc cd phan
gibng nhau. Chang han, rong (%) duoc hinh
thanh tir nhiéu b phan dic trung cia Mot so loai
dong vat nhu: miii voi, dau trau, simg huou, bom
ngua, minh ran, than Ian, vay ca siu, dudi c4, mong
chim ung, chan ria [7]. Ngudi ta xem rong [ la than
linh béo hd moi noi. V& kha ning ctia rong, trong dan
gian Viét Nam va Trung Qudc ¢d rat nhidu truyen
thuyét cho rang rong 06 kha ning ho gio goi mura, ¢d
thé doi song lat bé, goi may che mit troi. Rong duoc
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xem la vat linh thiéng, duoc nguoi dan sung béi.
Rong & biéu tuong ciia uy quyén, thé luc. Vi vy tir
xura, nhing tir ngir lién quan dén rong trong tiéng
Viét va tiéng Han déu lién quan dén vua chiia, nhur:
Je48 (long béo; 40 vua mic), JEF (long v ; ghé vua
ngdi), JEMK (long sang; giuong vua ndm),...Rng
trong thanh ngit tiéng Han thudng mang y nghia it
Vidu 278 (vong tir thanh long; mong con
thanh tai); 5% (khoa phung thia long; két
thanh phu thé, thanh tién) ; 3 J2EMNE (Ngoa ho
tang long; chi ¢ nhéan tai dang 4n ndu) . Mét sd
thanh ngit ¢o lién quan dén réng cua tiéng Han da
duge muon VAo tiéng Viét va dé nguyén nét vin hoa
ctia Trung Hoa hoic thay d6i mdt hodc mot vai yéu
t6. Bén canh do, nhimg thanh ngix Viét nhu “con
rong Cheu tién”, “cd chép héa rong”’, “rong dennha
tom”, “ nhur vong gdp may” ... ciing cho thay rong
trong tiéng Viét luén mang hinh anh cao sang, tot
dep.

Khéc véi nguoi phuong Pong, nguoi phuong
Tay quan niém rang rong la mét sinh vat doc &c o6
kha ning phun ra kira, hinh dang giéng than kin, co
canh va thudng dai dién nhiing sic manh Xau xa.
Chinh Vi V@, trong tiéng Anh, “dragon” mic du
ciing chi rong nhur tiéng Hén va tiéng Viét, nhumg ¥
nghia ndi ham ctia nd lai khdng hoan todn giéng
nhau. Phan Ién trong tiéng Anh, rong [a mot quéi vat
tan sét sinh linh, bi xem 1a *“ tha dit, hung tan”. Su
khéc biét vé ndi ham van hoa do duoc thé hién phan
ndo & cach duing tir trong tiéng Anh. Vi du: Hi vong
con céi s& thanh i, tiéng Anh thuong dung “to hope
that one’s son will become somebody” (hi vong tro
thanh mot nhan vat ndo do), nhung khong thé dién
dat thanh “f0 hope that one’s son will become a
dragon” (mong con thanh con réng) nhu tiéng
Trung. RS hon nita 1 “bdn con rong chau A” tiéng
Anh khong noi & “four Asian dragons” ma noi la
“four Asian tigers” (b6n con ho chau A)

3 Su khéc nhau vé ndi ham viin héa ciia cho,
#7, dog trong ba ngbn ngir Viét, Han, Anh

Ciing nhu phan Ion cic nude trén thé gioi, hien
nay ngudi Viét Nam, Trung Quéc va ngudi Anh déu
¢0 thoi quen va so thich nudi chd. Cho la dugc xem
13 ngudi ban t6t cua loai ngudi, 1 lodi vat ¢o tinh
trung thanh, thong minh va d canh giac cao. Tuy
nhién, trong thai d6 nhan thic va ngbn ngir cua ba
nudc khéc nhau nay, tir “cho” lai ¢6 noi ham van hda
khong hoan toan giong nhau.

Tir “ch6” trong tiéng Viét va tiéng Han phan lon
thuong mang ¥ nghia xau. Trong quan niém cua
phan Ion ngudi Viet Nam va Trung Qudc, “chd” c6
vi tri thap hén, 1a dbi twong bi khinh re, coi thuong, 1
mot con vat ban thiu, ngu dot va dang khinh. Vi vy,
nhitng tir ngi ¢6 lién quan dén cho trong tiéng Viét
phan 16n déu fa nhiing 161 chiri béi kho nghe nhur:
“ngu nhw chd”, “do chd”, “ché chét”, “do ché md”
hoac la nhiing hinh anh dang bi xem thuong
nhw “ché ghé”, “cdu né tai”,... Trong thanh ngi tuc
ngir cia tiéng Viét, nhiimg cau co lién quan dén hinh
anh ché déu mang y ché bai, khong tot nhu : “ché
ngdp phdi rusi”, “Ién voi xudng ché”, “méo ding
ché diém”,... Al ciing biét chd rét trung thanh V6i
chu, khdng bao gio ché chia nghéo ma bo di. Nhung
trong tiéng Viét, cau “trung thanh nhu cho” lai 1 cau
mang y nghia da kich, xem thuong chir khéng phai
duoc ngoi khen. Trong tiéng Han, tir ngir lién quan
dén “chd” hau nhu déu mang ham y xau. Vi du: &
49 (ché san, tay sai); FEZ T (cho ghe); F4< 7 (dd
cho); JARFF (A0 cho de) A Lt AR H 5 o
(miéng cho khdng nha duoc ng voi vi nguoi Xau
bung thi khong thé ndi ra nhiing diéu tét duoc); <X
£ N#5 (ché cay oai chi, vi nhitng ké nd tai y vao
quyén thé ciia chi ma lam chuyén xang bay); i
B, ANREEAC (Cho cin Lir Bong Tan,
khong biét duoc ngudi tot, ding dé chi nhiing con
ngudi khong biét phai tréi ding sai, phu 1ong nguoi
tot).

Theo sur phét trién cua x& hoi, nhimg con cho, dic
biét la chd canh da trd thanh “tht cung” cua nguoi
Viét Nam va Trung Quéc. Hién nay rét nhiéu ngudi
dan Trung Qudc nudi chd, bé cho trén tay di dao phd,
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cho 3n ngon va mic nhiing bd 4 quan Iong
By. . Dic biét [a chd Bac Kinh, mét loai chd duoc
cong nhan boi AKC Toy Dog vao nam 1909, tuén
duoc coi la nhiing con chd thiéng liéng, than thanh,
duoc kinh trong boi kha ning xua dudi ta ma cho gia
chit... O Viét Nam, nudi chd bay gior khdng phai chi
dé giir nha, ma con dé “lam canh”, dan dan tré thanh
“tht cung” ctia Mot sO gia dinh... Mic dii vin hoa xi
hoi phét trién da khién cho nguoi dan Viét Nam va
Trung Qudc déu o6 cach nhin nhan khéc vé con cho,
tuy nhién, ciing khong vi thé ma thay doi noi ham an
chira tir lau ciia mdi dan toc Ve tir ndy, Vi vay chua
thay sur thay ddi trong cach sir dung ngbn ngt. “Dé
thuong nhu ché”, “Pep nhu chd” hay “Uifi—FEEE
B (thong minh nhu chd)  déu 1 “10i khen” khién
cho ddi phuong kho c6 thé chap nhan duo. ..

Khéc véi tiéng Viét va tiéng Han, trong tiéng
Anh, tir ngit lién quan dén cho ciing c6 lic mang
ham nghia khong t5t nhur “be under dog” (vitri thap
kém)...Tuy nhién, phan 16n ching déu mang ham
nghia tt. Trong tiéng Anh, tir “top dog” ding dé chi
nh&n Vat quan trong, dimg dau; tir “fucky dog” biéu
thi may man, hoic “every dog has his day”, nghia 1
“ai ciing c6 lic dic ¥... Tham chi c6 ngudi con
duing hinh anh con ché dé khen ngoi nguoi khac nhur:
“youare a dog”’ (ban | sy may mén). ..

3. Kétluan

Dong vat |a mot phan cua gioi tu nhién, ¢d lién
quan mat thiét dén doi sdng con nguoi. Tir ngdn ngir
ctia cAc dan toc trén thé gioi cho thay phan 16n cac
thanh ngt, ca dao tuc ngir... thuong dung hinh anh
con vat dé thé hién ham y mudn ndi. Qua dé phan
anh sy khéc biét vé& nhan thic cia mdi dan toc doi
VGi c4c lodi vat cling nhur thé hién 16 nén vin hoa
phong phd khac nhau ciia méi quéc gia. Chinh vi
vay, tir ngir vé dong vat trong mdi ngdn ngir déu

mang nét van hoa riéng. Thong qua viéc so sanh
hai tir rong va chd noi trén ching ta hiéu duoc
phan ndo rang, ndi ham van hoa coa tir vung gan
lién véi nén van hoa riéng cua dan toc. Hi vong
su phan tich nay ciing gitip cho ngudi st dung
dung ngoai ngir tiéng Trung, tiéng Anh tranh
duoc nhitng 16i sai trong giao tiép.
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