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INGON NGU HOC VA VIET NGU HQC

TINH KHA CHAP CUA CAU VA VAI TRO CUA

TIEU PIEM THONG TIN TRONG TIENG VIET*
THE ACCEPTABILITY OF SENTENCES
AND THE ROLE OF INFORMATION FOCUS IN VIETNAMESE
NGUYEN HONG CON
(PGS.TS; PH KHXH & NV, PHQG HN; Giang vién thinh giang
Khoa tiéng Viét, Trwong Pai hoc Ngoai ngir Han Quac)

Abstract: There are grammatically correct but inacceptable sentences and on the contrary
there are grammatically incorrect but acceptable sentences. To assess the acceptability of
sentences it is necessary to resort to different semantic-pragmatic factors, among which the
information focus is an important one. This paper investigates the role of information focus
for the acceptability of Vietnamese sentences as reflected in the choice of word-order
alternatives and ellipsis alternatives. The results show that under the pressure of information
focus specific sentences could be considered acceptable or inacceptable in certain contexts
relatively independent of their grammaticality.
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1. Pit van dé

Khi day tiéng Viét cho ngudi nudc ngoai,
dic biét 1a day khau ngir, c6 nhirng cau
nguoi hoc ndi dung ngir phap nhung khong
hodc kho dugc chip nhan (khong kha chap),
Vi du nhu cau tra loi (1c) cho cau hoi (1a)
dudi day :

1) a. Ho dén day bao gio?

b. Ho dén ddy hém qua.
*c. HOm qua ho dén ddy. [Ki hiéu *
danh dau cac cau khdng hoic khd kha chap]

Nguoc lai ¢6 nhitng cau khdng chuan tic
vé mat ngir phap néu dang tach biét, nhung
lai c6 thé duoc chap nhan (kha chap) trong
mét tinh hudng giao tiép nhat dinh, nhu cac
cau tra loi (2b, 2¢) cua cau hoi (2a) sau day:

2) a. Ho dén ddy bao gio?

b. Bén hdm qua.
c. Hom qua.

Cau hoi dit ra 13, nhan t5 nao chi phdi
tinh kha chap ciia mot cau (phat ngén) cu thé
nhu vay?

Bai viét nay thur tra 1i cau hoi trén dua
trén viéc phan tich vai tro cua Tiéu diém

thong tin ddi vé6i tinh kha chap cua cau.

2. Tinh kha chép ciaa cau

2.1. Bit dau tir Chomsky (1957), cho dén
nay khi danh gia v& mot cau duoc tao lap
trong dién ngon hay vin ban, cac nha ngdn
ngtr hoc thuong sur dung hai khai niém la
tinh ngtr phap (grammaticality) va tinh kha
chap (acceptability). Tinh ngit phap duogc
xac dinh baéi nhirng gi ma ngir phap cia mot
ngdbn ngir ¢4 thé c6 nhu 1a dau ra cho mot
cau, trong khi tinh kha chip huéng dén
nguoi nOi va phu thudc vao nhirng gi nguoi
ndi cho la phu hop trong khi st dung cau do
(Bauer 2014). Khi danh gia cic cau cu thé
trong cac tinh hudng giao tiép (ma dudi day
doi khi chung t6i goi 1a phat ngén), tinh ngtr
phap va tinh kha chip cua cau khong phai
luc nao cling twong thich véi nhau. Coé
nhiing cau dung nglr phap nhung khong kha
chip, nhu vi du noi tiéng sau day cua
Chomsky (1957:15):

3) Colorless green ideas sleep furiously.
(Nhirng tu tuong khéng mau nga mot cach
gian dir)



14 NGON NGU & POl SONG

S6 5 (235)-2015

hodc nhu mot vi du khac khéng kém phan
noi tiéng cua Russel:

4) The present king of France is bald.
(Vua hi¢n nay cua nudc Phép bi hai).

Nhung cling c6 nhirng cau khéng hoan
toan chuan tic vé ngir phap nhung lai kha
chap, nhu cac vi du caa Van Dijk (1974: 44)
ma t6i dan lai dudi day:

5) A: Did you hit him?

B: No. He me.
6) A: With what has the postman been
murdered?
B: John thinks with a knife.
7) A: Sorry, [ couldn’t make it in time.
B: Obviously.

Theo quy tic ngit phap cau cua tiéng Anh
ré rang cac phat ngén cia B nhu He me ¢
(5), John thinks with a knife ¢ (6) va
Obviously & (7) 1a khéng chuan , nhung xét
trong ngir canh (vai tu cach 1a cac luot 1oi
cua mot doan thoai) thi cac phat ngon do
hoan toan chap nhan duoc.

2.2. Nhu vay, khac véi tinh ngir phap cua
mot cau duoc danh gia dva trén cac qui tic
ngit phap ban ngit ton tai vo thac trong ngir
ning cua ngudi noi, thi tinh kha chap cua
mot cau lai dugc danh gia dua vao viéc no
c6 duogc nguoi ndi st dung nd phu hop vai
cac quy tac ngir nghia hay quy uéc ngit dung
hay khdng. Xét theo nhan t6 chi phdi danh
gia tinh kha chip, cac nha nghién ctu
(Vandijk 1974, Hudson va cac tac gia 1992)
thudng phan biét tinh kha chap vé ngir nghia
(semantic acceptability) va tinh kha chip vé
ngir dung (pragmatic acceptability). Tinh
kha chap vé ngir nghia cua cau lién quan dén
cac nguyén tic to hop ngir nghia (principle
of semantic compositionality) va diéu kién
chan nguy (truth conditions). Mot cau dugc
coi 1a khéng kha chap vé mat ngit nghia néu
né vi pham cac nguyén tac té hop ngir nghia
(nhu vi du ciia Chomsky) hoic vi pham diéu
kién chdn nguy (nhu vi du cua Russell).
Tinh kha chap vé ngit dung cua cau lién
quan dén sy pht hop véi hoan canh giao tiép

cu thé ma cau duoc sir dung (nhu cac vi du
cia Vandijk da dan ¢ 5-7), hay theo cach
dién dat cua Vandijk (1974) la phi hop véi
ngtr canh dung hoc caa phat ngon. Dudi anh
sang cua ngr dung hoc hién dai, mot cau
dugc coi la kha chap/khdng kha chap vé ngir
dung néu n6 phi hop/khdng phil hop v6i cac
nguyén tic dung hoc nhu: nguyén tic hop
tac hoi thoai, nguyén tac lich sy, Ii thuyét
hanh dong ngdn tir, Ii thuyét cau tric théng
tin, v.v.

Nhu vay, trén dién rong tinh kha chap cua
cau lién quan dén nhiéu nhan té ngir nghia,
ngit dung khac nhau. O day ching toi chi
giéi han pham vi xem xét van dé tinh kha
chap cua cau tiéng Viét trong mdi quan hé
vGi mot nhan té ngit dung quan trong la tiéu
diém thdng tin cta cau.

3. Tiéu diém thong tin ddi véi tinh kha
chap caa cau tiéng Viét

3.1.Vé khai ni¢m tiéu diém thong tin cia
cau

Trude khi di vao tim hiéu vai trd cua tiéu
diém thong tin d6i voi tinh kha chip cua
cau, can thiét phai lam rd tiéu diém thong
tin la gi?

3.1.1. Trong cac tai liéu ngdn ngir hoc,
tiu diém thong tin (information focus)
thuong duoc xac dinh 13 phian mang “théng
tin m6i” va 1a phdn mang “trong tdm théng
b4o”, mang “théng tin quan trong nhat”
trong cau truc thong tin cua cau. (Jackendoff
1972, Dik 1981, Cao Xuan Hao 1991, Luu
Van Lang 1992, Halliday 1998). Chung
t6i nghiéng theo y kién cua Jackendoff cho
rang “ tidu diém thong tin cia cau” 1a “phan
thong tin trong cau ma nguoi noi gia dinh
rang no6 khong duogc ngudi nodi va nguoi
nghe cung chia s¢” (1972: 230). Hay noi
cach khéc, tiéu diém thong tin 1a phan duy
nhat trong cau tric théng tin cua cau cho
thdy su chénh Iéch vé thong tin giira nguoi
noi va nguoi nghe, va vi vy nguoi ndi can
cung cap va ngudi nghe can tiép nhan. Tiéu
diém théng tin c6 thé duogc nhan dién dya
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trén chire ning va hinh thic biéu hién caa no
(xem thém Nguyén Hong Con 2001, 2010).

3.1.2. Dya theo chirc nang chuyén biét
cua chdng, cé thé nhan dién va phan biét 3
loai tiéu diém thdng tin:

a. Tiéu diém hoi biéu hién thong tin ngudi
no6i chua biét hoic biét khéng chic chan, con
ngudi nghe da biét hoic cd thé biét o thoi
diém noi:

8) Anh tén la gi?

9) Aibdo anh dén day?

(Tiéu diém théng tin 1a thanh té duoc in
dam)

b. Tiéu diém thuyér dinh (con goi la tiéu
diém khang dinh) biéu thi thong tin nguoi
n6i di biét nhung ngudi nghe chua biét &
thoi diém noi:

10) Toi tén la Nam. (Tra loi cau hoi 8)

11) Anh Nam bdo t6i dén day. (Tra 15
cau hoi 9)

c. Tiéu diém twong phan biéu thi théng tin
ngudi n6i ndm duoc khac vai thdng tin ma
ngudi nghe biét & thoi diém noi:

12) a. Anh tén la Nam a?

b. Khdng, t6i tén la Béc.

13) a. Ngay mai ho dén day a?

b. Khang, ngay kia ho méi dén.

3.1.3. Tiéu diém thong tin cua cau tiéng
Viét ¢ thé duoc nhan dién bang cac hinh
thae hoac tha phap sau day:

() Dua vao ngir canh la cac cau hoi di
trudc Cau can xac dinh tiéu diém thong tin
trong cap thoai “hoi - dap” chinh danh. Theo
phuong phap nay, néu bé phan nao cua ciu
dap truc tiép tra 1oi cho cau hoi, thi day
chinh 14 tiéu diém thong tin caa cau, vi dy:

14) a. Chdu dan do cho ai thé?

b. Chau dan do cho khéch cd q.

15) a. Bao gio cdu di?

b. Ngay mai #6i di.

(i) DUng cac cau hoi kiém tra: duoc
ding khi cAu can xac dinh tiéu diém thdng
tin khdng xuat hién nhu cau 1a tra 1oi trong
cap thoai “hoi -dap”. Céac cau hoi dung dé
kiém tra thuong la cac cau hoi cau khién

hozc kiém ching thong tin chung va riéng:
16) a. (C6 chuyén gi vay?)
b. Nha éng Tw bi mét trém.
17) a. (Ch; lam sao thé?)
b. Toi nhikc ddu qua.

(iii) Cin cir vao cac phuong tién biéu hién
hién ngdn cua tiéu diém thong tin nhu trong
am cau (18), cac tro tur tiéu diém (19), trat ty
tir (20), cac dai tir hogc tiéu tir nghi van - ap
dung riéng cho tiéu diém hoi (21):

18) a. Nam néi dwoc tiéng Anh.

b. Nam néi duwoc tiéng Anh.
¢. Nam néi dwoc tiéng Anh.
19) a. Chicé Nam néi duwoc tiéng Anh.
b. Nam chi n6i durgc tiéng Anh.
¢. Nam chi néi dwoc tiéng Anh.

20) a. Ngwoi duy nhdt néi dwoc tiéng
Anh ¢ ddy la Nam.

b. O day néi dwoc tiéng Anh chi co
Nam.

21) a. Anh muén gap ai?

b. HGm qua, cdu co di hoc khong?

(iv) Can ctr vao kha nang lugc bo (tinh
lugc): tiéu diém 14 thanh té quan trong nhét
vé mat thdng tin nén no 1a thanh té duy nhat
trong cau tric thdng bao khéng thé ap dung
phép tinh lugc. Vi du:

22) al. Aino6i ma may biét?

bl. Thang Hai (n6i).
a2. N6 ndi bao gio?
b2. (N6 néi) hdm qua.

V6i tu cach la thanh td quan trong nhat
trong cau truc théng tin cua cau, tiéu diém
théng tin cd lién quan chat ché dén viéc
danh gia tinh kha chip cua cau trong cac
tinh huéng giao tiép cu thé.

3.2. Vai trd ciia tiéu diém thong tin déi
véi tinh khd chdp ciia cau tiéng Vigt

3.2.1. Truéc hét co thé thiy vai trd cua
tidu diém thong tin d6i véi tinh kha chap cia
cau thé hién qua viéc lya chon cac phat ngon
cé trat tu tir khadc nhau lam céu tra loi (cau
dap) cho mot cau hoi cu thé. Quay tro lai vi
du (1) & trén, co thé thay (1a) la mot cau hoi
chinh danh, c6 tiéu diém hoi dugc biéu hién
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bang dai tir nghi van chi thoi gian “bao gio”
& vi tri cudi cau, con (1b) va (1c), 1a cac cau
dap dang ngtr phap (va khdng bi tinh luoc)
c6 thé c6 cho (1a). Tuy nhién, theo ngit cam
binh thuong cia nguoi Viét ¢6 thé thay rang
chi cé (1b) la cau tra loi phu hop cho (1a),
con (1c) thi khd dugc chap nhan. Mot cau
hoi dat ra Ia tai sao déu 1 cac cau ding ngir
phap nhung (1b) thi kha chap con (1c) thi
khéng kha chap véi tu cach 1a cac cau dap
cho (1a) trong thuc té giao tiép.

Pé tra 1oi cau hoi nay, theo chdng t6i, can
phai dua vao mdi twong quan vé vj tri giita
tiéu diém thong tin gitta cAu hoi va cau dap
Véi tu cach 1a cac luot 161 cua mot cap thoai
hoi - dap. Céc cong trinh nghién ctiu vé cau
trdc thong tin cua cau tiéng Anh (Lambrecht
1994, Casielles - Suarez 2004) cho thay
trong tleng Anh thuong khdng c6 su tuong
quan vé vi tri cua tiéu diém gitra cau hoi va
cau dap. Trong khi tiéu diém hoi ludn xuét
hién & vi tri dau cau, thi tiéu diém cua cau
tra 101 (tiéu diém thuyét dinh hoic tiéu diém
twong phan) xuat hién cha yéu & vj tri cudi
cau theo nguyén tic “tiéu diém cubi” (end -
focus).

23) a. Where did you see Peter?

b. 1'saw him in the library.

24) a. What do you need?

b. We need more time.
c. What we need is more time.

Truong hop duy nhat ¢ su twong (ng vé
vi tri tiéu diém gitra cAu hoi va cau dap xay
ra khi hoi vé cha ngir caa cau nhu vi du (25)
dudi day, nhung tiéng Anh thudng xir Ii cau
tra 101 c6 tiéu diém dau nhu (nhu ¢ 25b)
thanh mot cau co tiéu diém cudi (nhu & 25¢)
bang mot phép dao trat ty:

25) a. Who is your representative?

b. John is our representative.
c. Our representative is John.

O tiéng Viét, tinh hinh c¢6 khac. Trong céc
cap thoai hoi dap binh thuong vai trat tu
chuan tic (SVO), tiéu diém thdng tin cua
cau dap thuong c6 sy tuong tng Vé vi tri véi

tiéu diém cua cau hoi, du tidu diém héi roi
vao thanh té cl phap nao, vi du:
- Tiéu diém la dé/cha ngi:
26) a. Ai bdo anh lam viéc nay ?
b. Da, cha tich bao t6i lam .
- Tiéu diém la thuyét/vi ngit (+bd ngir)
27) a. Ho lam gi thé?
b. Ho dang chuyén hang.
- Tiéu diém 1a bo phan cua thuyét/trang
ngt
28) a. Ho chuyén hang di dau?
b. Ho chuyén hang vao kho.

Ngay ca trudng hop cau hoi c6 tiéu diém
hoi & dau cau, thi ¢ cau dap, tiéu diém théng
tin (dugc danh diu bang mot trong am tiéu
diém) van c6 vi tri & dau cau kha tu nhién,
twong Ung Vai Vi tri tiéu diém hoi. Chi khi
can nhan manh hon, nguoi Ndi méi chuyén
tiéu diém thong tin tir vi tri dau dén vi tri sau
theo nguyén tic “tiéu diém cudi”. Tuy nhién
su chuyén dbi vi tri cua tiéu diém nay
thuong kém theo nhiing thay doi vé cau tric
cau (sir dung phép danh hoa):

29) a. Ai bao anh lam viéc nay?

b. Nguoi bao téi lam viéc nay la chi
tich.

Nhitng phén tich trén day cho thay, su
tuong ang Ve Vi tri ti€u diém thong tin gitra
cau hoi va cau dap 1a mét quy tic dung hoc
can ton trong trong hoi thoai tiéng Viét,
ngoai trur biét 1€ nhu da trinh bay.

Pén day, chung ta c6 thé giai thich duoc
vi sao trong vi du (1) ¢ dau bai viét, cau dap
(1b) kha chap con (1c) lai khéng kha chap
khi tra lo1 cho cau hoi (1a). Nhu da noi &
trén, (1a) la mot cau hoi chinh chinh danh cé
dai tir nghi van vé thoi gian “bao gio” & vi
tri cudi cau. Theo nguyén tic twong tng vé
tiéu diém thong tin cua cac cau hoi- dap, cau
hoi (1a) doi hoi mdt cau dap co ti€u diém
thong tin ttrong tng Vé Vi tri véi tiéu diém
hoi “bao gio”. Xét cac cau dap (1b) va (1c),
ching ta thay chi c6 (1b) c6 trang ngit thoi
gian “hom qua” vira dap ing yéu cau thong
tin nhu mot tiéu diém thuyét dinh vira c6 su
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tuong Ung Vé Vi tri véi tiéu diém hoi cua
(1a), vi vay n6 la mot cau dap kha chap cua
cau hoi (1a). Con véi cau dap (1c), mac du
cling c6 trang ngir thoi gian “hdm qua” dap
ng yéu cau thdng tin cia mot tiéu diém
thuyét dinh, nhung lai c6 vi tri & dau cau,
khong twong ng Véi vj tri caa tiéu diém hoi
“bao gid” nén khong thé tré thanh tiéu diém
thdng tin cua mot cau dap. Vi vay (1c)
khong phai 1a cau dap kha chap cua (1a).

Hién tuong kha chip/bat kha chap nay
khdng chi gap ¢ cap thoai hoi - dap c6 cau
hoi véi tiéu diém hoi 1a dai tir nghi van “bao
gio” & cudi cau nhu & (1) ma ca ¢ nhiéu cap
thoai khac hoi - dap khac (bén canh cac cap
thoai 26-28 & trén), chang han:

- Cap thoai hoi dap ve bo ngir gian tiép:

30) a. Em dua quyen sach ay cho ai?

b. Em dwa quyén sach dy cho chj
Lan
*c. Em dwa cho chi Lan quyén sach

ay.
*d. Cho chi Lan, em dwa quyén
sach dy.
- Cap thoai
gian (tuong lai):
31) a. Bao gio anh di Viét Nam?
b. Tuén sau tdi sé di Viét Nam
*c. T6i sé di Viét Nam tudn sau.

(@& nhian manh c6 thé dat trang ngir
“tudn sau” & Vi tri cudi cAu nhung phai thém
gi6i tir “vao”: T6i sé di Viét Nam vao tuan
sau).

- Cap thoai hoi dap vé trang ngit dia
diém:

32) a. Em hoc tieng Vit ¢ dau?

b. Em hoc tieng Viét 6 khoa Vigt
Nam hgc.
*c. O khoa Viét Nam hgc em hoc
tiéng Viét.
- Cap thoai hoi dap vé trang ngir phuong
tién:
33) a. Anh dén ddy bang gi?
b. T6i dén ddy bang xe buyt
*c. Bang xe buyt 16i dén day.

hoi dap vé trang ngit thoi

C6 I8 truong hop duy nhit ma cau dap co
tiéu diém thong tin khong twong ng véi vi
tri tiéu diém hoi cua cau hoi trong tiéng Viét
la cap thoai hoi - dap vé trang ngir nguyén
nhan, véi tiéu diém hoi “vi/tai sao™:

34) a. Visao hom qua em nghi hoc?

b. HA6m qua em nghi hoc vi bi ém.
*c. HO6m qua vi bi ém nén em ngh/
hoc.

3.2.2. Mét bang chirng khac vé vai tro
clia tiéu diém thong tin ddi vai tinh kha chap
ctia cau biéu hién qua viéc lya chon cac bién
thé tinh luoc 1am cu tra 16i cho mot cau hoi
cu thé. Tro lai cac vi du 26-28 trén (duoc
danh sb lai theo tha ty mai la 35-37 & dudi
day), chung ta thay, thay vi str dung cac phat
ngdn hoan chinh vé mat ngit phap o (b),
ngudi noi ¢o thé lya chon cac phéat ngdn tinh
luoc & (c) ma khong thé lya chon cac phat
ngon tinh luoc & (d) 1am cau dap cho cac cau
hoi o (a):

- Tiéu diém la dé/chu ngir:

35) a. Ai bdo anh lam viéc nay?

b. Cha tich bao téi lam viéc nay.
c. Cha tich (.....)
*d.(enene ) bao téi lam viéc nay.
- Tiéu diém la thuyét/vi ngit (+ bd ngi):
36) a. Ho lam gi thé?
b. Ho dang chuyén hang.
c. (....) dang chuyén hang.
*d. Ho (......).

- Tiéu diém 1a trang ng:

38) a. Ho chuyén hang di ddu?
b. Ho chuyén hang vao kho.
Co (evinninnnnnn ) vao kho.
*d. Ho chuyen hang (....)

Piéu gi khién cho cac phéat ngdn tinh
luoc, khéng chuan tic v& ngit phap & (c) lai
tré thanh cac cau dap kha chip cho céc cau
hoi twong tng & (a) , trong khi cac phat ngbn
tinh Iuoc twong tu ¢ (d) lai khong kha chip?
Cau tra 15i c6 duoc dé dang khi chiing ta xét
quan hé vé tiéu diém thong tin cua cac cau
(a-c) va (a-d) vai tu cach la cac cap thoai hoi
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dap: Cac cau (c) biéu hién tiéu diém thdng
tin phi hop véi tiéu diém hoi cia cia cac
cau (a), vi vay chang la cac cau dap kha
chap cua (a). Nguoc lai, cac cau (c) khong
biéu hién tiéu diém thdng tin phi hop véi
tiéu diém hoi cua cac cau (a), nén khong
phai 1a cac cau dap kha chap caa (a). Cac vi
du nay cho thiy chirc ning tiéu diém théng
tin 12 nhan té quan trong quyét dinh tinh kha
chap ciia cac ciu tinh luoc trong nhirng tinh
hudng giao tiép cu thé, bat chap tinh khdng
hoan chinh vé mat ngi phép ciia ching.

4. Két luan

Tom lai, trong tiéng Viét dac biét Ia trong
khau ngit, tuy theo tinh hudng giao tiép, co
nhitng cau (phat ngoén) dang nglr phap
nhung khong kha chap, nguoc lai ¢6 nhiing
cau khong chuan tic vé mat ngit phap lai
duoc nguoi noéi va ngudi nghe chap nhan.
Pé danh gia tinh kha chip cua cac cdu nhu
vay can phai dya vao nhiéu nhan té ngi
nghia, ngir dung khic nhau, trong do6 ti€u
diém thong tin cua cau 1a mot nhan té quan
trong. Vai trd cua cua tiéu diém thong tin dbi
véi tinh kha chap cua cau thé hién qua su lua
chon céc bién thé trat tu tir va bién thé tinh
lugc phu hop voi viéc biéu hién tiéu diém
thong tin caa cac cau cu thé. Dudi 4p luc cua
tiéu diém thdng tin ma céc cau cu thé cé thé
dugc coi 1a kha chap hay khong kha chap
trong nhitng ngit canh nhat dinh, doc lap
tuong d6i voi tinh ngir phap cua chdng.
Hiéu duoc diéu nay, chdng ta c6 thé d& dang
huéng din va giai thich cho ngudi hoc biét
cach su dung cau/phat ngén phu hop véi ngir
canh va tinh hudng giao tiép.

* Bai viét nay dwoc Qui nghién ciu ciia Pai
hoc Ngogi ngiz Han Qudc tai tro va di duoc
trinh bay tai Hgi thdo khoa hoc quoc té
“Formation of ASEAN Community and Unity
through Diversity” do Trung tam nghién cuu

Péng Nam A, Pai hoc Ngogi ngiz Han Q’UOA’C to
chirc ngay 12/12/2014 tai Seoul, Han Quoc.
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