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GRAMMAR COMMUNICATIVELY

TRAN NGQC DIEN KHANH
(ThS; DPai hoc Théi Binh Dwong)

Abstract: This paper aims to examine the importance of grammatical knowledge in the
development of communication skills and to bring some of those insights from pragmatics
into the English grammar classroom at the university level. The major principle is that when
grammar is taught for communication, clauses or any other grammatical items should be
held as resources in context. Thus, it is necessary for teachers of English to adapt more
classroom activities so as to make grammar communicative in context. Some demonstrations
of grammar teaching and commun.icative language teaching will also be the concern of this
paper.
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1. Giai thiéu

Day ngir phap trong nha truong ludn la thir
thach vé mat phuong phap dbi véi nhiéu gido
vién tiéng Anh. Cho dén nay, nhiéu phuong
phép day tiéng khac nhau ra doi da duoc van
dung: Phuong phap ngir phap-dich (The
grammar-translation method), phuong phap
truc tiép (direct method), phuong phap
nghe-noéi (audio-lingual method), phuong
phap nghe nhin (audio-visual method),
phuong phap tinh hudng (situational
approach), phuong phap truc chi (total
physical response) va phuong phap lua chon
(the elective approach)...bac biét, trong
nhitng ndm gan déy, khi ngdn ngit duoc coi
nhu 1a “mdét loai tai nguyén mang tinh hé
thdng ding dé tao nghia theo ngdn canh”
qua giao tiép, va ngdbn ngir duoc nghién ciu
theo cach hanh chac xa hoi, thi vin dé day
ngit phap theo huéng giao tiép ngay cang tro
nén hién thuc.

Do ciing 1a 1i do vi sao nhiéu chuyén gia
giau kinh nghiém day tiéng Anh di nhan
manh: Giao tiép voi moi dang thic cua né la
chirc ndng trong tdm caa ngdn ngi, van dé cau
tric ct phéap va kién thic vé tir vung hoc duoc
dwa xudng hang thir yéu, va khuynh hudng

giao tiép nay s& duwa dén su thay d6i can ban vé
phuong phap day (J. Trim 1992).

Trong bai viét nay, chting tdi tap trung néu
mot s6 quan diém Vé sy can thiét phan tich ngit
dung khi day ngt phap theo dudng hudng giao
tiép ma mot sd gido vién tiéng Anh con chua
cha y dang muc. Thét vay, hién nay rat it cong
trinh nghién ctu vé méi quan hé gitra ngir
dung hoc (pragmatics) va giang day ngir phap
(grammar) theo huéng @ng dung nham nang
cao trinh d6 cua ngudi hoc mot cach viing chac
va toan dién. Li do la qué trinh day va hoc
ngoai ngir hau nhu chi chd trong vao tir ving,
ngr am, ngir phap. Vai tro quan trong caa ngtr
dung hoc trong qua trinh hinh thanh ki nang
ngdn ngit va st dung ding ngdn ngit hiu nhu
bi quén. Day ngit phép theo hudng giao tiép
(Communicative approach) véi co ché dung
hoc thuc chét [a thuc tién hda cach nang cao
trinh d6 ung dung cta nguoi hoc tir mot quan
diém mai dang rong mé hon vé phia ngon
ngbn ngit xa hoi hoc.

Nhu chung ta biét, khi dé cap dén hoat dong
giao tiép, khong thé khong noi dén van canh.
Day ngit phap theo dudng huéng giao tiép, do
vay, can duoc s dung theo timg vin canh
(context). Vi cling mdt cau triic do, trong cting
phat ngon (utterance), nhung n6 lai mang y
nghia hoan toan khac nhau trong nhitng van
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canh khac nhau. Khi néi d&én ngit dung hoc,

ngudi ta hay noéi dén viéc nghién ciu y nghi

thuc su ctia ngudi ndi nam an khuat hoac tach
biét vai nhitng phat ngdn cua ho. Tai day gia
tri ngir nghia dich thyc ciia phat ngdn can dugc
xem xét trong van canh.

Theo quan diém cua Hymes (1972: 277)
ngudi N6i can phai ¢ kién thic vé ngir dung
hoc dé biét khi nao nén noi, khi nao khdng, noi
céi g, véi ai, khi ndo, ¢ dau, noi bang thai do
thé nao. Néu khong quan tdm dén khia canh
ngir dung hoc thi ngudi hoc van chua thé hiéu
ding va dung ding ngbén nglr ma minh dang
theo hoc (target language). Y&u cau nay doi hoi
nguoi s dung ngdn nglr phai cam nhan dugc
su khéc biét ciia hién ngdn (vo ngoai ciia ngdn
nglr) va ham ngoén (y nghia cua loi ndi trong
tinh hudng cu thé). Vi du: | have an headache.

Phat ngdn trén cin cir bé mat ngdn ng, co
nghia: Toi bi dau dau.

O céc van canh sau ddy, phat ngdn trén lai
c¢6 nghia khac: 1/ Vin canh 1 (Chdng mét moi
Vi vo than van): C6 ndi nhiéu qua, toi chan Im
réi; 2/ Van canh 2 (Hoc sinh ndi voi thay trong
16p): Thua thay cho em dwoC vé sém; Vin
canh 3 (Nhom ban trong quan nudc): Lam on
chinh nhac nho chit xiu.

Cac nghién cuu trén binh dién ngir dung sé
gitp ngudi hoc ngdn ngit khéng chi néi dugc
mot cau dung ma con giup cho ho sir dung nd
theo mdt y d6 giao tiép cu thé. Tai day, ngdn
ngir trude hét 1a mot phuong tién dé thyuc hién
hoat dong hudng dich nao do6 va nguoi noi st
dung cac phat ngdn nhu 1a mot cong cy dé thuc
hién y d ciia minh. NGi khac, cac phat ngon
déu mang ¥ nghia “hanh vi” xi hoi. Theo
Searle (1976), trong mot phat ngbn co ba loai
hanh vi ngén ngtr: Hanh vi tao loi (locutionary
act), hanh vi tai loi (illocutionary act) va hanh
vi muon loi (perlocutionary act). Searle, dya
vao biéu thic ngir vi, phan loai cac hanh vi tai
I6i thanh nam 16p lon: Tuong giai/biéu hién
(representative),chi phbi/diéu khién (directive),
cam két (commissive), biéu cam (expressive),
tuyén b (declaration/declarative). Tir goc nhin

khac, George Yule phan theo hai hudng
“Chirng ndo c6 méi lién hé truc tiép gitra mot
Cau trdc va mot chirc ning, thi ta c6 mot hanh
dong loi noi truc tiép (direct speech act).
Chirng nao c6 mot méi lién hé gian tiép giira
mot cau trdc va mét chirc nang thi ta co mot
hanh dong loi noi gian tiép (indirect speech
act)”. Li ludn vé hanh Vi ngdn ngir (speech act
theory) gidp 1am rd vé mdi quan hé giita ngdn
ngir nhu mot hé thong ki hiéu dac biét khi hinh
thai cau tric caa mot phat ngdn duoc ngir phap
héa hay ma hda va ngbn ngir nhu mot cong cu
dé tac dong Ién tinh cam, nhan thic cua cac
tham thé giao tiép. NGi khéac, du truc tiép hay
gian tiép, néu khong duoc ma hda va ngir phap
hoa qua phat ngon thi nghia cua tir knong thé
bién thanh hiéu lyc giao tiép. Do vay, nguoi
day ludn phai y thic duoc rang chi khi nao
nghia cua tir biéu hién thanh hiéu hrc giao tiép
(communicative effect) thi ngdn ngt méi dich
thyc tré thanh cdng cu giao tiép.

T tién dé trén, di vao co ché ngit dung,
Lewinson (1983) c¢6 céch nhin triét dé hon
“Ngir dung hoc nghién cuau nhirng quan hé
gitra ngdn nglr va ngir canh da duogc nglr phap
hda hodc dwoc ma hoa trong cAu tric ciia mot
ngdn ngt”. Cach xac dinh hién tuong “ma
hoa” “ngdn ngir VA ngir canh” trong cau tric
cua Lewinson cho ta thiy: (1) Co ché tao hiéu
luc giao tiep (HLGT) ¢ déay ludn dat ra trong
mdi quan hé gitra ngdn ngix, ngit canh va qua
trinh m4 héa qua chinh thé cau tric. (2) Chd
phic tap can dic biét luu y & day 1a a/ Trong
qua trinh ma hoa, y dinh cta nguoi noi (trong
mdi quan hé véi van canh) khong bao gid hién
thi day du trén bé mat ngdn ngir ma phai qua
phuong thiic biéu trung; b/ vi thé, phat ngon
dung hoc ¢ day bao gio cling la dang ham
ngdn ¢/ mat khac, chinh do vay, trang thai ham
ngdn & day, du sao, khong thé khdng bat dau
bang hinh thai hién ngdn....(Toi bj dau dau la
hinh thai m& hda ciia cau trac hién ngdn dong
thoi cling chinh la hinh thai ma hoa cua ca 3
cau trac ham ngdn (+ CO ndi nhieu qué, toi
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chan lam roi | + Thuea thay cho em duwot vé
som !+ Lam on chinh nhac nho chat xiul).

Nhu vay, T6i bi dau dau 1a hinh thai ma hoa
vira cua C4u trdc ham ngdn vira cia cdu trdc
hién ngon. Tai ddy, diéu quan trong ma ngudi
day can phan biét la: Tuy cting mot hinh thai
dau higu vat the “TOI BI bAU DAU” nhung
TOI BI DAU DAU trong cau trdc hién ngon
mang gia tri bleu trung kha; va TOI BI DPAU
PAU trong céu tric ham ngon mang gia tri
biéu trung khac. Vi rang, VGi Cau tric ham
ngon, TOI BI DAU PAU la céi biéu dat dang
ddi 1ap Voi cdi dwoc biéu dat trong mot chinh
thé cdu trac cd hiéu luc giao tiép khac véi hiéu
lyc giao tiép & cau tric hién ngdn. Chd khéc
nay khuc xa 1én mat hinh thai cdu trac: TOI BI
DAU PAU ¢ cau triic ham ngdn mang ning
tinh biéu trung, thién vé ngit phap ki hiéu
(semiotical grammar); va & cau trdc hién ngon
van 1a mot don vi ngir ¢l (phraseological unity)
thugc pham tru nger phap logic (logical
grammar). Trong thao tac nghién cau, vé mat
nhan thire, khong chii ¥ co ché trén thi khong
thé hiéu thé nao 1a gia tri biéu trung ciia ngdn
ngir trong qua trinh ma hoa (dé‘tfr do co thé
giai thich vi sao TOI Bl DAU PAU c6 thé ma
hoa vira cho cdu tric ham ngén vira cho cau
trdc hién ngon).

TOm lai, v&i nguoi day, trong y thirc thao
tac (1) Khdng nén hiéu tach roi ngiz dung véi
tinh biéu trung cua chat liéu vat thé ngon tir
trong qué trinh ma hda qua chinh thé cau trdc
(2). V4, nhin rong ra, phai chang, nén suy nghi
thém dé hiéu rang néu ngir dung Ia qua trinh
“md hoa theo cach dung” , thi - v&i nguoi day
ngit phap theo hudng giao tiép - day chinh lai
la qua trinh "giai ma cach dung” (Hay theo
cach nhian manh cua Halliday (1999) “ddi
tuong tham chiéu dat ra cho quatrinh giai ma o
day khong phai [a yéu té “ngit phap tinh” ma 1a

“cach dung”).

Mo rong méi lién hé co dong giira hinh thai
va chirc ning, ta c6 thé thiy thém vi sao qua
thyc té giao tiép, doi khi nguoi ndi sir dung

hanh vi ngdn ngix ndy nham dat hiéu hrc tai loi
& mot hanh vi ngdn ngi khac. Vi du:

+ Hoi: Can you sleep with the lights on?
(Em c6 thé nga khi dén van sang a?)

+ Khang dinh: You forgot turning off the
lights. (Em quén tit dén kia)

Tuy s dung hai hanh vi ngén ngir khac
nhau & trén, ngudi N6 muén dién dat cing mot
hanh vi tai 10i - yéu cau/ ra lénh - “Turn off the
lights before going to bed” (Tat dén trudc khi
dingu).

Nhu vay, ngay ca van dé chuyen hda gitra
ham ngdn va hién ngon von té nhi va phuc tap
(ma nguoi day c6 thé xir Ii theo huéng ngix
phép giao tiép) nay, ro rang, van dé can quan
tam khong don thuan nam trén bé mat két cau
ngon ngi. ..

Vi nhiing Ii do trén, gido vién khi day ciu
tric ngir phap khong thé chi truyén thu cho
nguoi hoc nhitng cdng thic theo kiéu két cau
ma can thiét phai tap trung khai thac vé mat
nglr dung thong qua HLGT. Phuong phap day
nglt phap nao se thuan loi hon trong viéc tich
hop yéu to ngit dung la Van dé can dugc
nghiém tic xem xét. Néu nhur can phai day cau
trdc ngt phap cho cau “l have an headache”,
nhiéu giéo vién day theo phuwong phap truyén
thong thuong tién hanh theo tuan tu sau: 1.
Viét cau vi du can day Ién bang; 2. Gach duéi
va phén tich chu ngt, dong tur, tan ngt; 3. Dich
mau cAu sang tiéng me d¢; 4. Cho hoc sinh tap
doc dé nhé miu cau; 5. Hoc sinh phai hoc
thudc 1ong mau ciu. RS rang véi phuong phap
trinh bay bai giang nay, gido vién khong thé
gitp ngudi hoc ¢b céi nhin toan dién vé mit sir
dung ngdn ngit pht hop cho muc tiéu giao tiép.
Nhitng kién thac vé hanh vi ngdn ngit (speech
acts) rat quan trong dé dat dwoc muc tiéu giao
tiép dudng nhur bi triét tiéu trong cach trinh bay
bai giang bén trén.

Thyc té viéc day ngit phép theo duong
hudng giao tiép tich hop phan tich ngit dung 1a
hoan toan hop li. Ching ta hdy xem xét cac
budc tidu biéu &p dung cho bai giang ngir phép
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theo dudng hudéng giao tiép cua tac gia Adrian
Doff (1998:39):

1. Gi4o vién sir dung hinh anh tryc quan dé
giGi thiéu cau trlc ngir phép sap day.

2. Nguoi hoc cung véi gido vién tu duara y
nghia, hinh thic va cach st .dung cau tric dé
thong nhat chon mot vi du dién hinh c6 sir
dung cau truc.

3. Gido vién gilp ca lop tap doc ca cau cd
chra cau trac do.

4. Gido vién trinh bay, c6 thé viét lai cau do6
Ién bang.

5. Gido vién huéng dan c& nhan tung hoc
vién thuc hanh ciu trc bang cach lap lai.

6. Gido vién huéng dan, giai thich rd hon
cach thanh lap cau tric va goi ma thém gilp
hoc vién thuc hanh tu do trong ting van canh,
sang tao khi str dung cau triic méi.

7. Gido vién dua ra cac tinh hudng thuc
hanh, dp dung tit ca vao nhitng hoat dong
trong cudc song.

Theo nhu cac budc trinh bay bén trén, &
budc thir 6 va 7, gido vién co thé khéo Iéo phan
tich mau cau dudi goc nhin ngir dung hoc s&
mang lai nhiéu hitu ich cho ngudi hoc trong
viéc str dung ngbn ngit. Nguoi hoc sir dung,
thuc hanh diém ngir phap can day trong ting
van canh khong nhiing phat huy kha nang giao
tiép tot, hiéu sau hon ma con khic sdu kién
thic mot cach tu nhién. Véi xu huong liy
ngudi hoc lam trung tdm (learner-centered)
hién nay thi phuong phap day ngir phap theo
dudng hudéng giao tiép 6 nhitng uu thé nhat
dinh so V6i cac phuong phép truyén théng
khac. Noi bat 1 vai trd cua ngudi hoc duoc dé
cao, chi dong trong qua trinh linh hoi kién
thirc, dong thoi ddy ciing 1a diéu kién thuan loi
dé giao vién phan tich, 1ong ghép kién thirc
ngir dung hoc qua cac cau tric ngir phap.

3. Thay loi két

(1) Hién nay viéc day ngoai ngit phan lon &
hau hét cac cap hoc chu trong qué nhiéu vao
kién thirc ngir phap theo huéng cong thic von
la huéng di khéng con phu hgp véi cach
nghién cau ngdn ngir theo hudng ma trong gial
doan hién nay; (2) Day ngir phap theo duong
hudng giao tiép thuc chat 1a thyc tién hoa qué
trinh nang cao trinh d6 hiéu biét va ung dung
cho ngudi hoc tir mot quan diém méi, rong mo
vé phia ngdn ngir x& hoi hoc; (3) Tur do, day
ngir phap theo dudng hudng giao tiép co thé
xem 14 cach “co ché hoa su giai ma qua trinh
tao nghia “von dugc ma hda theo tinh hudng
van canh thong qua hoat dong mé cua ngon
ngir véi yéu té tham chiéu thién vé “cach
ding” (usage) nhiéu hon 1a “ngir phép ti
(grammaticality); (4) Khi di vao hudng nay
trong giang day, dong thoi véi viéc ton trong
va phat huy tinh chu dong cua nguoi hoc, giao
vién khdng nén hiéu tach roi nga# dung vai tinh
biéu trung cua chadt liéu vdt thé ngdn tir trong
qué trinh ma hoa qua chinh thé cdu tric dé tao
hiéu luc giao tiép.
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