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HIEN TirgnvG RUT NGAN Tif 
TRONG LC« NH^C ROCK TIENG ANH 

CLIPPING IN THE LYRICS OF ENGLISH ROCK 
NGUYfeN T H | NGQC HlTdNG 

(ThS; Tnrdng D^i h^c Quy Nhon) 
Abstract: The study is about clipping in the language of Rock music like Aphaeresis ('bout, 

'round, 'cross); Syncope {diff'rent/difrent, ev'ry, wond'ring) and i^XKope (pnl'/on'/ol'; carr'; 
wan');.... It not only helps leamers of English reach a deeper understanding on the cases of 
clippings but also brings them a lovely picture of linguisUcs. 

Key words: clipping; aphaeresis; syncope; apocope. 
1. S$t van dk h^n nhu si; kh6ng chuin myc \h ni$t tî  v^ng 
Riit ngSn tir (cfich ggi khic nhu "hi§n xiy ra v6i hi§n tugng riit ngfin tir (Clipping), vf 

tupng/svi/ph^p r6t ngfin tir", ...) 14 m§t hi$n dy: 'fore (= before), 'neath (= beneath), 'til (= 
tugng (^ dupc de cip tdi tuong d6i nhifeu trong until), silv'ry (= silveiy), J&v'rite (= fevourite), 
ngdn ngQ" hgc d ph^m vi v& mite ^ kh&c nhau. 
Trong gjao tiep, con ngu6i bao gid cQng cd 
khuynh hudng lya c h ^ m$t cdch n6i t6i uu -
vCtadî  lugng md van ddm bdo t ^ hi^u qud gjao 
ti^p. VI v§y, h ^ nhu ngdn ngD' ndo cung c6 hi$n 
tugng ri&t n g ^ tur. 

Nh^c Rock hi^n d^, v6i giai <fi$u tJnh tii:, 
I3ng m^n hda iSn tnsng ti^ t ^ m^nh mif, ngdy 
cdng Ian igng khfip noi t r ^ tii^ gi6i. S\r ddnh ^ 
vh Rock, d^ bi^t Id n ^ n tilr doi n6 tuy khdc 
nhau nhung chung quy vSn zb hai quan di^m 
chinh. NhOng ngudi kjdi U^ i^idn d6i Rock cho 
rfing ngdn ngQ nh^c Rock tdm tiiudng vd c6 khi 
v6 nghta. Trdi Ifu, nhOng nguM khdc, d$c bi^t Id 
gidi trS, ngdy cdng trd n€n say m€ Rock. {)6i vdi 
hg. Rock Id m$t budc ti^ mdi cOa xS h$i lodi 
ngudi. Id m$t cu$c cdch m^ng trong ddi s6ng 
tinh thin, mang hg thodt ra Ididi nhOng c h u ^ 
myc nhdm chdn, nhOng rdng bu$c dd trd n€n l5i 
thdi. \M ca cua Rock, mQt m§t c6 g ^ trj vfin 
hgc, m$t khdc vugt ra ngodi cdi ggi Id ngdn ng& 
chinh th6ng. E)d Id m$t lo^i ngdn ng& cilia tu6i 
tr£, g ^ nhu Id m$t ngdn ngtt ki hi$u vd c6 thS vl 
16 dd md n h ^ Rode trd n€n khd hiSu vd r6i rfim. 
Ngdn ng& nbfic Rock bi dnh hudng m^nh mS b ^ 
l6i phdt dm cOa ngudi MJF vd trgn tiiyc t4 dd Id 
sy phdn dnh chfnh xdc nh& cOa ti^ Anh si^ 
dyng trong ddi song hdng ngdy. Do v%y md cdc 
nhd sofin nh^c Rode dS gjii l£n nhOng bdn nh^c 
nhOng gl hg dd n g ^ dugc chijr khdng sur dyng 
l6i viet theo dung chinh t^ khdng tiieo nhfbig c ^ 
md ngudi ta gpi Id ti^g Anh c h u ^ myc. Chfing 

o'er (= over); cdc hi$n tugng ndi tat thdn m$t 
trong ti^g Anh informal contractions), vf d :̂ 
htta (= lot oQ, wanna (= want to), ^rma (= go 
to), ain't (= am not/are not/is not); cdc h i^ 
tugng d6ng hda (assimilation), vf dy: ffmme (= 
give me), lemme (= let me); hay nhOng h i^ 
tugng dao dgng am thanh (Oscillation), vf dy: 
gal (= girl), gir (= get); v.v. Tk cd nhfhig h i ^ 
tugng ndy iit hfin 1dm cho khdng ft ngudi hgc, 
nhit Id nhfhig b^n y£u thfch hdt ti^g Anh cim 
tiidy lOng tAng, Idid hieu. VI thl, nhChig hi$n 
tugng nhu ndu t r ^ khdng chi xak h i ^ d Rock 
md cdn d Blues vd Jazz nfia dd dugc dua vdo 
chuong trlnh d^y Streamline 4 trong bdi 55 "7%e 
language of Rock". 

Bdi v i^ ndy tim hi^u vh d ^ diSm ngQ: fim cOa 
cdch n^ ggn ndy. 

2. M$t so dSc dilm ciia hifn tugng rdt 
ngfin Us trong tiei% Anh 

Theo R S . Ginzburg (1979), hit ngfin tiir td 
m$t trong nhfing cdch sdng tfU) td. Id hlnh thih 
cfia phuong p h ^ tiet ki$m ngdn ngQ-, bao ghm 
sf thay tiiS, sy hiSu n g ^ ciia m$t p h ^ cho todn 
b$. Hi$n tugng ndy lidn quan tdi v i ^ tfio ra t£r 
mdi biing cdch n^ ngiln mQt td cd hai ho$c nhi^u 
fim tilt. Ngudi ta cdn ggi dd Id hi$n tugng nu6t 
fim hay luge fim ti^ (Elision). Nui^t dm Id h i ^ 
tugng md trong dd cdc thyc td cd m ^ di mOt s6 
fim ti^ (i^uydn fim ho^c | ^ y fim), do cdc hi$n 
tugng: mit &n dib, mat Urn gifta, mit fim cu6i 
vd i»idm. 

a. Mdt dm cft^ (df^uteresis/Fyontclippin^ 
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biitial Clipping) Id h i ^ tugng bting dd phan diu 
tidn ciia tit bj mit di. Vf dy: bot (robot), chute 
(parachute), roea:h (codcroach), ax>n (raccoon), 
gator (alligator), pAcme (telqrfione), pike 
(turnpike), varsity (universi^), net (hitemet). 

b. Mca dm ffOa ^yncope/Middlecl^>pin^ 
Medial Clipping Id hi$n tugng mgt hay hai fim 
tiet ndo dd bj cfit ra khdi gifts tit. Cdc fim ti^ bj 
nu6t ndy thudng dugc thay th^ bin diu*, ti^ng 
Anh ggi Id dau Apostrophe (dau luge). Vf dy: 
^cs (spectacles), maths (matiiematics), /vodb 
(parade), ,/£incf (fentasy) B'ham (Birmingham), 
Jo 'btag (Johannesburg, ma'am (madam). 

c. A^ dm cudi (Apocope/Final clipping/Back 
clipping) Id h i ^ tugng trong dd phmi wa tidn 
ci!ia tit dugc gift 1^. Vf dy: ad (advertisement), 
cMe (cablegram), doc (doctor), exam 
(examination), fax (&csimile), gas (gasoUne), 
gym (gymnastics, gymnasium), memo 

5.Z Kit qud v^ tin s6 xuit hi$n cda m5i lo^i 

(monorandum), mutt (muttonhead), pub (public 
house), pop Ox>pular music). 

<£ Ndi dm (Liaison) Id sy ket hgp cua [^y fim 
cu6i ciia td <& trudc vdi nguyen dm ciia td di sau. 
(Phy dm cuoi cda td dugc phdt fim b$t ra, do sy 
ket hgp cda nd vdi n^yen fim <£ trudc khd Idng 
ldo ndn khi g$p nguydn fim cda td di sau, nd IK 
ddng k ^ hgp d£ t^o ndn mOt fim ti^ khdc.) Vf 
dy: c'min (= come in), c'mon (= come on), 'tis 
(=itis), 'twas {= it Vfas), 'twill (= it will). 

3. Khdo sdt cy th i 
3.1.TU li$u n ^ d n cdu Id 500 ca khiic Rock 

bfing tiing Anh dd (bigc thu th§p td nhftng cu6n 
sddi dd dugc kiem d i ^ ^ vd phdt hdnh. Cdc ca 
khuc Rock chu yiu Id nhttng bdi hdt ciia nhttng 
n g ^ ^, cda nhthig nhdm nh9c Rock huyin tho^i 
nhu Elvis Presley, Beaties, Rolling Stones, 
Beadi Boys, vd nhftng bdi hdt tidu biiu khdc cho 
tzdo luu nh^c Rock nhQng nfim 60,70,80, vd 90. 

rut ngfin td qua khdo sdt 500 bdi hdt tiing Anh nhu 

QlclofirdtDBliiiti^ 
trong IM nhfc Rock 

U^ngAnh 

1/RUt ngfln c6 sd gi&m 

2/I«tngfakliiSngc6ar 
gUmIil9c&nti& 

Qtclo«ihl{fltiiviig 

cftufte 

a.Mkbnika 

b.MJtinigia> 

cMikftmoiii 

d N i i l m 

a.M&nguy&iam 

b.M&phyflm 

cSiiHuytbicila 
JWd»4/ 
d.S\rgi&mtU9C 
nhdm^Rh' 
c O c tiudng hop 

cfOi 

(htvcDsmtnbd) 
(luQcphvflin) 

(thudng 111 nguyte flm 
VtraiK'ed'vft'oO 
(cicpfavflmblDuAt 
thuingli/d/./l/./v/./V 
vi/h/l 

S i l in iu i t 

261 

349 
5 

9 

22 

25 

39 

665 

19 

30 

Tingcfng 

Ting 

646(45,4%) 

778(54,6%) 

1424 

Tiniixiiilt 
U(n 

183% 

24,5% 
0,4% 

0,6% 

1,5% 

1,8% 

2,7% 

46,7% 

1,3% 

2,1% 

100% 

Bing trto cho thiy tin s6 xuit h i ^ cia hi^n 
tu<?ng ri t ngin tir khOng c6 sv giim l u ^ fim ti& 
trong ldi ca Rock ti&ig Anh c h i ^ tl 1$ nhi^u 
hon (S4,6%) so v6i hi$n tu<;mg nit ng&i c i str 

giim l u ^ im t i ^ (4S,4%), trong d i h i ^ tupng 
thay thi/i i /cho/o/li nh ik n h k 46,7%. K ^ qui 
niy cho thiy ngdn ng& dupc s i dvmg trong cic 
ca khic Rock phin ldn diu xuit phit tilr tiing 
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Idng ciia ngudi da den, ^ bi^t Id vi$c sd dyng 
loi ndi thdng tyc (Colloquialisms). Richard 
Spears (1989) cho ring diing fim ndy hay fim kia 
<^ biiu thj n$i dung ndy hay khdc, tit cd diu do 
qi^f udc, ho$c do tiidi quen ciia tip tiii c ^ g 
ddng. Cung cd tiii Id do d^ ngfin (tiudng dO) cua 
n^i ca sT Idii trlnh bdy bdi hdt Chfing h ^ ta cd 
tiii nhln thiy r6 rdng sy khdc nhau gifta d$ lung 
d$ng thdi gian ciia 'loving' vd 'lovin". Dfiy Id 
nhOng td thudng dugc sd dyng trong ldi nh^c: 
feelin', gain', livin', lookin' (= feeling, going, 
liwig, looking),... 

Lofti rut ngfin td dugc dCmg nhiiu tnmg cdc 
bdi hdt Rock xip sau hi$n tuyng tiiay thi ciia M 
cho M Id hi^n tugng riit ngfin cd sy gidm luge 
fim tilt, chii yiu Id hi$n tiigng mit fim gifta (24,9 
%) vd hi$n tugng mit fim diu (18,3%) (khdc vdi 
h i ^ tugng nit ngfin td tiong tiing Anh, hi$n 
tugng mat fim cu6i Id ptib biin nMt). Kit qud 
ndy cho thiy, hiu hit cdc h i ^ tugng nuit fim 
thudng xdy ra d vj trf khdng diu nhin ho$c d 
nhfbig fim tiit yeu. R9 rdng Id cdc dm tiit ndy cd 
khuynh hudng ngfin hon, cudng 69 thip hon vd 
khdc nhau vi d$c tfnh ndn chiing dugc [didt fim 
ludt di, nhit Id dudi dp lyc ciia tiit tdu. Tlieo 
Hodng Kieu (1960) vd VA. Vakhrafipd (1985X 
chbth tiet tiu dd t^o ra sy chuyin d$ng nhjp 
nhdng trong fim nhfu;. Trong sy chuyin dOng dd, 
dm thanh cda m$t s6 phdch noi len m^nh hon. 
NhQng nit m^nh hon ay ggi Id tigng fim. Nhftng 
phdch cd trgng fim ggi Id phddi m^nh. Nhfhig 
I^idch khdng cd tigng fim ggi Id î hdch yiu. 
Chfnh sy tdc d$ng qua Ifii gida cdc phdch ndy 
gdy ra h i ^ tugng nii dm hay gidm luge cdc dm 
tiit trong ca tii. IJL Galperin (nfim 1977) dd 
nh$n xdt: "Khi ndi nhanh, t^ cd nixing cdi a 
khdng c6 trgng dm deu cd the nhuqc hda den 
ciing cvc." Cdc vf dy ciia hi$n tugng bj gdy ra 
dudi dp lyc cda hifn tugng mit fim diu thudng 
Id: 'cause/'cos/'coz (= because), 'bout (= about), 
'round (= round), "way (= away), 'crass (= 
across), 'long (= along), 'morow (= tomonxiw), 
'wake (= awake), 'nother (= another), ...; cda 
hi$n tugng mit fim gida, tiiudng Id niit nguyen 
fim, chiim 24,5%): diff'rent/difrent (= 
different), ev'ry (= every), wond'ring (= 
wondering), e^xc'aUy/e^xc'ly (= e^iecially), 

hist'ty (= histoty), mem'ry (= memory), nat'ral 
(= natural), e'er (= ever), li'l/lil' (= littie), ...; 
vd ciia Apocope (hi$n tugng mit fim cuoi): gon' 
(= gonna), onl'/ on'/ ol' (= only), pa (= pf̂ uX 
carr' (= carry), mom' (= morning), wcm' (= 
wanna) 

Xivcy chi cd m$t ft td Id khdng tudn tiieo quy 
lu$t dd, difing h^n nhu 'mosf (= almost 
/"tlms'st/^ trong bdi hdt "Action" ciia Freddy 
Cannon: 

"... In ev'ry lifih town across the U.SA 
There's a spot where the people go 'most 

everyday 
Just leave all yow problems and get away 
Come on tkwn and listen to that guitar play! 

H i ^ tugng nii dm xdy ra cQng khdng tiiudng 
x i Q ^ trong ldi nhfic Rock tiing Anh (chi c h i ^ 
1,5%). Td xdy ra nhiiu nhit Id 'try'n' (= 'try 
and'hodc 'trying'). 

Hi$n tugng mit nguydn fim vd fAuf dm 
(tiiudng Id mit phy dm) nhung khdng Idm mit di 
fim tiit ciia td cfing Idid phi biin trong cdc ca 
khlic Rock (chiim 4,5 %, trong dd hi$n tugng 
mit phy fim chiim 2,7%)): Jill'd (= filled). 
pray V (= pray^), A/gA > (= higher) (mat ngiQ^ 
fim giOa thufmg Id nguydn dm 'e* trong "ed" vd 
"ec"); ho$c ching 1 ^ nhu: hurrican' (= 
hurricane), befiir (= before) (mit n g i ^ ^ fim 
cu6i cfing thudng Id nguydn fim 'e'); hay nhthig 
trudng hgp mit phy dm diu nhu 'e (= he), 'em 
(= tiiem), mit phy fim gjOa nhu wi'out (= 
witiiout), vd mit phy fim cuii nhu tm' (= and), 
{ffoun' (= arouncQ, close' (= GXoseid)^ frien' (= 
friend), jus' (= just), wan' (= want), 0 ' (= of) 
(cdc phy fim bj nuot tiiudng Id nhfing phy dm /h/, 

/Q/Jd/,ft/,vklyO-
Bdng trdn cfing cho thiy, h i ^ tugng gidm 

luge nhdm 'ugh' xdy ra ft thudng yiiyBn hon 
trong cdc ca khiic Rock: 1^%. Ph6 biin cho lofi 
rdt ngin td ndy Id cdc tilr nhu itho' (= tiiough), 
altho' (= altiiou^), thoro' (= thtnough), vi 
thro'/thro(r ^xou^). Cdn cdc tiudng hgp khdc 
(chiim 2,1%) Id nhftng td nhu: Ae/b' (= before), 
^'ai(=grtta),mo'(=mOTning), Vi'(=and),o/' 
(= aU), tho V (= tiiought), thru' (= tiirou^), yo' 
(= your), d' (= do), t' (= to), vd^ ' (= you). 
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M$t 1! do nUa giii thfch cho svr ra ddi cua 
hi|n tupng rit ngin t i li tiit ki?m. Ti rit liu, 
con ngufri di chu ^ tiit kijm kh6ng gian khi 
ghi l»i mot bin nhjc, mpt bii hit. N6 c6 tic 
dvng trong vi$c rut gtjn lin nil, trong vi|c nit 
gpn cau t ^ ti, dit t i mdi cho ng6n ngtt vi 
nhit li tiit kî m dugrc sic l(ic, thii gian cho 
cic nhi sotui nh^ hoic ghi chip nh^. Tit 
nhiin, hp chi dupc phip giim bdt d$ du 
(redundancy) cua cic yiu ti cia m$t don vj ti 
vvng t6i m$t gidi h^ cho phip. Sv rit gpn 
niy khdng lim inh hudng din cic phit fim 
cing nhu ngtt nghia cia cic ti. Ban nĥ tc 
ABBA cua Thyy Diin di s i dyne hiin tupng 
niy trong nhttng nĥ c phim noi tiing ciia 
mhih rit nhiiu: 

"People ev'rv where - A sense of 
expectations htmpn' In the air. 

Giving out sparks, across the room vo' eves 
slawin' the dark". 

Tuy nhiin, m$t diiu ding luu ^ li niu d$ 
du cia thdng bio duprc phin bi mQt cich diu 
d$n i in tit ci cic tin hî u ng6n ngtt thl khi ci 
thi lu^ b6 du^ m$t tin hî u nio. Ngoii la, 
tiy theo tiit nh)p ch|im hay nhanh ciia tiit tin 
(tiit nhjp li Si nil tiip diu din cic phich 
m9nh vi nhp) mi cic hifn tu^g rit ngfin ti 
cia cic dem vj t i vvmg xiy ra nhiiu hay it VI 
dv: 

T " ' ' i' ' ' IIJ L' I 
t rw tPt lotkk m ( » W l _ i T B l - « n J « _ 
2 1 lodt nv bad m o - wr ' ^ te fc*(_ 
3 V^ ifcwi_ a * tm/l^i» a tl- ba kB^ 

dwvBtabeai-V If tanriocV. 
I mM ai-nt ti^hMBs wefc-h br t 
T w a * * - H tarra-bwrfcm* M-IVIMI. 
n y^ taoav-fta'aoan n 

CRck&Rlmscr-thsEtette^ 

5. K i t ln$n 
Trdn dfiy Id m$t vdi nh$n xdt budc diu vi 

h i ^ tugng rut ngfin td dugc sd dyng trong cdc 
ca khdc Rock. Hi vgng rfing nhfhig hi§n tugng 
ndy khdng chi gidp ngudi hgc trdnh sy ng& 
ngdng, Idng tiing khi g|lp nhOng hi§n tugng dd 
trong cdc bdi hdt tiing Anh md cdn giiip hg 
thay dugc phin ndo bdc tranh sinh d$ng, 
phong phli ciia ngdn ngd hgc. 
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