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PHAN TICH DIEN NGON TIENG ANH: 
HirdNG TIEP CAN K H 6 I LIEU 

ENGLISH DISCOURSE ANALYSIS: 'A CORPUS-BASED APPROACH 

T R A N HtJtJ Pin5c 
(TS; D^i hgc Ngo^i ngfr, D^i hgc Bk Nfing) 

Abstract: Corpus linguistics, with the method of discourse analysis based on data 
collected from actual use of language, has become a popular approach in several research on 
English discourse. This paper presents a general view to corpus linguistics, methods of 
collecting and building a research corpus; introduces tools for corpus-based analysis such as 
key words, frequency list and concordance lines; illustrates ways of using software packages 
for researching a specifrc issue of English discourse in accordance with the method of 
corpus-based analysis. 
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1. D$t van de 
hi. Nghien curu ngfin ngQ d3 \k dang 

phdt trien vu<;t xa nhihig v ^ d̂  ca bdn ci^ 
li thuyet ng6n ngtt hpc truyen th6i^. Ngodi 
cdc pĥ im tru ca bdn v^ ngtt dm, Wnh thdi, cii 
phdp, ngtt nghia,...nghidn cihi ngdn ngtt 
hi^n nay hu6ng den cdc cau true th6ng tin 
cua dien ngon 6 don vj trSn cdu, quan h$ 
gitta cac cau, cdc phuang ti^n lidn ket ngtt 
phdp, tir v\mg vd ngtt nghia trong m0t dogn 
vdn, m0t van bdn hay lien vSn bdn. Chinh 
nhung doi hoi phttc tgip ndy dd hinh thanh 
nSn xu hudng nghien cttu ngon ngtt hpc vdn 
bdn (text linguistics) hay phdn tfch dien 
ngon (discourse analysis). Bdi viet gidi thi$u 
hu6ng tiep c ^ ng6n ngtt hpc vdn bdn d\ia 
tren kh6i li^u nghien curu vd cdc phan mem 
ti^n fch de phdn tfch dien ngfin. Phuong 
ph^ phan tich kh6i li?u (corpus-based 
analysis) hi$n dang dugc nhieu nhd nghidn 
cuu ngon ngtt sii d\mg nhdm tim hieu cdc 
d$c trung cv thi ciia diln ngon d\ra tren cdc 
kh6i li?u chuyen bi§t Axtqc thu th|lp ttt thyc 
te ling dyng ciia ng5n ngtt. 

1.2. Kh6i li^u ngdn ngtt hpc Id mOt t$p 
hpp cdc vdn bdn viet ho^c n6i ctia cflng m$t 
logi thi dugrc sii dyng trong ngdn ngtt giao 
tiep ty nhidn, dupc c4u tnic m$t cdch cd h$ 
th6ng vd dugc thiet ke de phyc vy myc dich 
nghien curu cdc phuong di^n cy thi \h ciu 
tnic vd ling dyng ciia ngon ttt. 

Meyer (2002) djnh nghia "kh6i Ii$u Id t$p 
hpp cdc vdn ban hay bp ph$n cua m$t lo^ 
hinh vdn bdn ma d ^ vdo dd vi$c phdn tfch 
diln ngdn dupc thyc hi$n". Kh6i li$u Id mOt 
t9p hpp vdn bdn dpc dupc bdng mdy tfnh, cd 
dung lupng r4t ldn, dl d^g ducrc truy xuit 
nh& sy h5 frpr ciia cdc phJin mhm chuydn 
dyng (xem Kennedy, 1998; Hunston, 2002; 
Baker, 2006). 

Kh6i li^u chiia dyng nhiiu thu$c tfnh 
tiim In, cdc ting dyng ngdn ngtt ty nhidn; 
cung c4p cdc thong tin vl md hinh phdn b6 
vd cdc thyc the tii vyng, ciu tnic ciia ngdn 
ngtt trong mpt lo^i hinh vdn bdn. Kh6i li§u 
bao g6m nhilu logi khdc nhau, phyc vy 
nhttng myc dich cy thi trong nghidn ciiu 
ngdn ngtt nhu: kh6i li^u chuydn bi§t, khIi 
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li^u tong hpp, khoi U$u so sdnh, kh6i li$u 
song song, kh6i li?u ddnh cho ngudi hpc, 
kh6i li§u d6ng d^, lich d9i,...Cdc nhd nghien 
ciiu dya vao m0t lo^ hinh khoi li$u cy thd 
de tim kilm cdc minh ch6ng phyc vy myc 
tidu md td, phan tich ngdn ngtt hay dua ra 
nhttng lu$n gidi vl cdc van de dugc nghien 
cihi. 

2. Ngon ngu- hpc kh6i li^u (Corpus 
linguistics) 

2.1. Nhiing vdn M chung 
Ngdn ngtt hpc kh6i li$u nghidn clhi ngdn 

ngtt trdn co sd ngtt li^u xde thyc dugc xdy 
dyng thdnh kh6i li$u vdn bdn. Theo Aijmer 
and Altenberg (1991) phuang phdp nghidn 
cihi ndy xuit phdt tCi 2 sy k i ^ ldn: m$t Id 
cdng b6 cua Randolph Quyrk (1959) vl 
khdo sdt ling dyng ciia tiing Anh (SEU) vdi 
myc dfeh thu th^p mpt kh6i li$u ldn vd da 
d^g ve phong cdch diln dgt trong tiing 
Anh, md td mpt cdch cd h$ th6ng vdn phong 
ndi vd vilt ciia ngdn ngtt ndy; hai Id sy ra 
ddi ciia cdc ph4n mIm mdy tinh cd thi lim 
trtt vd tray xu^t khoi lupng ldn dtt li$u vdn 
bdn. Sau Quyrk, hdng logt cdc t$p kh^i li$u 
tili^ Anh da ra ddi, phyc vy cdc myc dich 
nghidn cihi ngdn ngtt. Tidu bilu Id cdc cdng 
trinh nhur: Brown Corpus (Francis & Kucera 
l96l)JLancaster-Oslo/Bergen (LOB) Corpus 
1970-1978, Loruion Lund Corpus (LLC) 
1975. Din nhttng ndm 1980 hdng logt cdc 
t§p kh6i li§u dugc bidn sogn, phyc vy cdc 
myc dfeh nghidn ciiu chuydn bi^t. Cdc khoi 
li§u vdi dung lugng hdng frdm tri^u tii dd 
dupc bidn sogn nhu: Cobuild Corpus, h§ 
thing Longman Corpus (LLELC, LSC and 
LCLE), vd tidu bilu Id t$p khIi li^u qu6c gia 
Anh - British National Corpus (BNC) (xem 
Aston and Bumard 1998, Leech vd dong sy 
2001). 

Phuang phdp khoi li^u phdn tich cdc md 
hinh vd ^ g dyng cua ngdn ngtt thyc te 
thdng qua t^p hgp vdn bdn dugc di^n t o ^ 
hod. Phuang phdp ndy dugc sii dyng frong 
nhieu llnh vyc nghidn cihi ngdn ngtt khdc 
nhau nhu: bidn sogn ty diln (Longman 
Dictionary of Contemporary English 1995, 
ColUns COBUILD English Dictionary 
1995); sdch tham khdo i ^ phdp (Longman 
Grammar of Spoken and Written English 
1999). 

Biber (1994) chi ra 4 thupe tfnh ciia 
phucmg phdp phdn tfch dya trdn khIi li^u: 
(l)phdn ti'ch cdc md hinh ting dyng cua ngdn 
ngtt dya trdn cdc vdn bdn ty nhidn; (2) tglp 
hgp cdc vdn bdn ty nhidn thdnh mOt kh6i 
li$u ldm ca sd dl phdn tfch; (3) sii dyng rpng 
rdi cdc p h ^ mIm mdy tinh, bao gim cd cdc 
k̂ ) thu$t ty d$ng lin tuang tdc &k phdn tich; 
vd (4) dp dyng cd phucmg phdp dinh lugng 
iSn dinh tfnh trong phdn tich. 

2.2. Thiit kikh6ili$u 
2.2.1. TTiu th4p dit li4u 
Dtt li$u dupc thu th$p dl xdy dyng mpt 

khIi li$u phdi ddy du vd phii hpp vdi myc 
dich nghidn cihi. Hunston (2002) chi ra 4 
nguydn tdc ca bdn trong v i^ thu tli^p dtt 
li^u bao gim: dung litamg (size), n^i dung 
(content), stf cdn xung (balance) vd tinh dgi 
di4n (representativeness). 

Cdc khoi li^u cd dung lugng ldn thudng 
dugc thiet kl vd xuit bdn nhdm myc dich sii 
dyng chung, so sdnh vdi dtt li$u phdn tfch ttt 
c ^ kh6i li|u chuydn bi$t. N0i dung ciia khIi 
li?u dupc quylt dinh bdi myc dfeh cua nhd 
nghidn curu trong vi$c sii dyng khoi l i^ . Sy 
cdn xiing ciia khoi li^u dugc thi hi^n qua 
vi$c lya chpn thi log! vdn bdn. 

Chdng hgn vdn bdn viet bao gim cdc logi 
Wnh sdch bdo, tgp chf, bdi vilt, thu tii,...Van 
bdn ndi bao gim cdc cu^ thogi, phdng van. 
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tranh lugn, bdi phdt bieu, ban tin,...Logi hinh 
van bdn dugc lya chpn phyc vy cho myc tidu 
ngWdn ciiu phdi Id dai di$n cho doi tupng 
vdn ban dang dugc nghidn ciiu. VI dy dl 
thyc W n̂ mpt ngWdn cthi vl ngdn ngtt bdo 
cW, kh6i li?u dupc t ^ hpp phdi bao gim da 
dgng cdc logi Wnh bdo: bdo khi ldn hay tin 
vdn (broadsheet or tabloid), cdc thi logi bdi 
bdo khdc nhau nhu dilm tin, binh lugn, phdn 
tich hay qudng edo,... Moi logi diu phdi chpn 
day dii cdc doi tugng dl ddm bdo tfnh dgi 
di$n ciia khIi li$u. 

2.2.2. Xay dvng khdi li^u 
YIU to tidn quylt doi vdi vifc xdy dyng 

khIi lifu Id dtt li^u phdi day dii vd phii hgp. 
Dtt li^u sau kW dd dugc t§p hgp sd dugc 
chuyin thi thdnh vSn bdn dupc mdy tfnh 
hod. van bdn ndi phdi dugc chuyen thi cho 
phii hpp vdi yeu cau vl dinh dgng ciia phiin 
ralm ling dyng de phan tich khIi li§u. Chdng 
hgn, trong mOt ngWdn cihi vl ngdn ttt sii 
dyng trong bdo cW nude Anh vl van dl nh$p 
cu vd tj ngn (immigration and asylum), tdc 
gid bdi vilt, Gabrielatos vd Baker (2008), dd 
xdy dyng mOt t§p khoi li^u vdi dung lugng 
140 tri^u ttt g6m t$p hgp cdc bdi bdo vilt 
dugc xuat bdn ttt ndm 1996 din 2005 vl dl 
tdi ndy. 19 td bdo d nude Anh dd dugc lya 
chpn dl thu th|lp dtt li$u, bao gom 5 td bdo 
kho ldn (Business, Guardian, Herald, 
Independent va TelegrapK); 2 td ra ngdy Chu 
Nh|it (Observer, Independent on Sunday), 6 
td nh t̂ bdo khi nhd (Sun, Daily Star, 
People, Daily Mirror, Daily Express, Daily 
Mail), 4 td tin Chii Nh§t (Sunday Express, 
Mail on Sunday, Sundc^ Mirror, Sundt^ 
Star), vd 2 td bdo dja phuang. Sy lya chpn 
da dgng cdc thi logi bdo vilt ndu trdn ddm 
bdo tfnh dgi di$n cua khIi li|u dupc xdy 
dyng nhu Bdng 1 dudi ddy: 
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Bing 1: KhIi li|u vl bio vilt d nude 
Anh 

2.Z Sir dyng phin mim hS trf phin Uch 
khSilifu 

Cd nhilu phan mem vi cdng c^ chuySn 
dving Idiie nhau dugc sî  dyng cho nghiSn 
curu cy thi vl ngdn ng/H bing phirong phip 
phan tfch khoi li^u. Bii vilt niy gidi thî u 
hai phiin mIm dugc sijr dvmg khi phi biln 
trong cic nghi^ cihi bing phuong phip 
khIi ligu li CHAT & CLAN 
flittD://childes.psv.cmu.edu/clan') vi 
WordSmith 5.0 
(http://www.lexicallv.net/wordsmith'). 

Hinh I: P h ^ mem Childes (Chat & 
Clan) 
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Hinh 2: Phan mIm WordSmith 5.0 

DQ li$u cung d p cho phucmg phip phin 
tieh khIi li$u chii yeu dvia tiln cic dng ctf 
eo bin nhu til khoi (key word) danh myc tCr 
(wordlist) tin suit sir dyng til (frequency 
list) vi clu tnic li&i kit (concordance lines). 
Bii vilt niy phin tich phit bilu ciia Michael 
Howard vio ngiy 22/9/2004 vl vln dl nhjp 
cu vi tj n ^ (immigration vd asylum) d nude 
Anh nhim minh ho$ ti$n feh eiia cic cdng cy 
niy trong phin tfch diln ngdn tiing Anh. 

Hinh 3: Danh myc tin suit sii dyng tCt trong 
2.2.1. Cong ey danh myc tdn sudt 

(frequency list) 
Cdng cy niy cung cip cic thdng tin thing 

kS vl tin sl xuit hifn ciia tir trong khIi li|u 
(Hhih 1, Hinh 2), sl lu^g tir dim dugrc 
tiong mpt vin bin cy thi (types) vi sl lugng 
cic til khic nhau dupc sit dyng trong vin 
bin dd (tokens). Vdi cdng cy niy, ngudi 
nghien cAu ed thi thn thiy tin sl xuit hi$n 
ciia tCr xIp theo danh myc giim din hay theo 
thft ty ABC; xic djnh tCt khoi ciia vin bin; 
phin tfch ciu tnic li6n kit vi y nghia ciia tir 
khoi trong m|t vin bin; so sinh ngdn t^ 
trong nhieu vin bin edng thi lo^, Hinh 3 
minh ho? danh mye vl tin suit sii dyng tit 
trong bii phit bilu ciia Michael Howard 
dirge thyc hi|n bing phin mem WordSmith 
5.0. 

mpt phit bieu ve immigration vi asylum 
2.2.2. Cdng cv phdn rich rinh kit hgp 

(concordance lines) 
Sau khi di xic l|ip dupc danh myc cic tir 

khoi cua vin bin (keyword list) ngudi 
nghidn ciiu cd thi tim hilu ngii cinh vi ciu 
tnic litn kit cda mdt tft khoi bit kl trong vin 
bin bing cdng cy ciu triic 11^ kit 
(concordance lines). Cdng cy niy cung cip 
dn li$u thing ke ci vl ciu t r ^ ngii p h ^ lin 
ngd nghia ciia mdt t^ cy thi trong vin biiL 
DO li^u thing kd do cic cdng cy ti$n fch niy 
cung cip s5 giiip ngudi nghidn cihi thyc hi|n 
vi|c phin tfch cic dii tupng ngtt phip, tii 
vyng, ngO: nghia,... ciia m|t ngdn bin. Vf dy 
hinh 4 dudi diy minh ho? cic ciu tnic lidn 
kit cua tCl khoi "immigration" xuit hi$n 
tn)ng bii phit bilu ndu trdn. 
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Hinh 4: Cdc ciu tnic lidn kit (concordance 
Trong cdc cdu true lidn kit ctia ttt khod 

"immigration" d Hinh 4, cdc ngWen ciiu ve 
ttt vyng, ngtt phdp vd ngtt ngWa lidn quan 
din thugt ngtt "immigration" s6 dupc tiiyc 
hi^n. Tdc gid stt dyng thu thu$t 4n dy ̂  ni$m 
dl ngy f vl tinh trgng ti ngn vd nh$p cu d 
nude Anh W$n nay nhu hilm hog ty nWdn 
(natural disaster) thdng qua cdc ciu tnic dien 
dgt nhu: the tide of immigration ( 1 ^ sdng 
nhgp cu), the meltdown in the immigration 
system (sy lan t r ^ trong h | thong nh$p cu), 
the chaos in the immigration system (sy hSn 
dpn trong h? thong nhdp cu), immigration 
crisis that has engulfed the Government 
(khiing hodng nh$p cu dd nhin chlm cWnh 
phli), this new influx that is about to engulf 
us (sy trdn ng^p mdi ndy sdp nhin chim 
chting ta), the flood of asylum seekers (ddng 
lu nhttng ngudi tj ngn),... 

Ttt dtt li^u thing ke cau tnic lidn kit ctia 
ttt khod "immigration", cd thi dl ddng xde 
djnh ngy ̂  ciia tdc gid vl tinh trgng "nh4p cu 
vd ti ngn" dugc dien dgt trong bdi phdt bilu 
theo cdc y nif m sau ddy: 

(1) llnh trgng nh$p cu d nude Anh W§n 
nay dd vugt ra khdi tim kilm sodt (out of 
control): 1/ Britain's immigration controls 
today are neither firm nor fair;2/ People 
know that Britain's immigration and asylum 
system has broken down;3/ They know that 
it is chaotic, unfair and out of control;4/ 
Immigration needs to be controlled and it 
needs to be fair;5/(...) immigration to 
Britain cannot continue at its present, 
uncontrolled levels. 

lines) cua ttt khod "immigration" 
(2) N h ^ cu bit hgp phdp dang gia tSng 

vd ngdy cdng trd nen nguy Wim: 1/ We need 
to get a grip on illegal inmiigration;2/ A 
Conservative Government would re­
introduce embarkation controls, as the first 
step in a package of measures to clamp 
down on illegal iinmigration;3/Illegal 
immigration can be very dangerous. 

(3) Phdn doi dl xuit khdng kilm sodt vin 
dl nh|^ cu hgp phdp: 1/David Blunkett may 
believe that there is "no obvious upper limit 
to legal immigration" ;2/Blunkett has said 
that he sees "no obvious upper limit to legal 
immigration";3ATiey seemed to believe that 
British people fiom immigrant famihes 
could have no possible interest in wanting to 
see immigration controlled. 

(4) Kiem sodt ch$t chd vin dl nh^p cu Id 
tWit ylu: 1/Firm but fair immigration 
controls are essential for good race relations; 
2/Any system of immigration must be 
properly controlled. 

3.KltIu$n 
Phdn tich dien ngdn Id mOt trong nhttng 

phuang difn quan trpng ciia ngdn ngtt hpc. 
Trong thdi dgi bung no thdng tin ngdy nay, 
vdn bdn dupc the W$n bdng nWlu dgng thiic 
vd thi logi phong phii thdng qua cdc phuang 
ti^n giao tidp khdc nhau. Vdi sy ho trg ciia 
cdc chuai^ trinh mdy tfnh vd cdc phin mIm 
chuydn dyng, vi$c xdy dyng cde khIi li$u dd 
trd ndn thu$n lgi vd nhanh chdng han rit 
nWlu. 

Chinh nhd cdc khoi li$u van bdn, vi§c tim 
Wlu mpt dii tugng nghien cihi trong ngdn 



S6ll(241)-2015 NG6N NG0 & Ddi S6NG 

ngtt dd trd ndn don gidn vd chinh xde han 
nWeu thong qua ede cdr^ cy p h ^ mIm. 
KhIi li^u dd ti^ tiidnh cdng cy t^p hgp vd 
mang tinh dgi di$n cao cho m$t logi hinh 
vdn bdn cy thi dl nghidn ettu. Phdn tich dien 
ngdn bang phuong phdp phdn tfch dya trdn 
khIi U$u dd trd thdnh m$t hudng tilp cgn 
chinh eho cdc ngWen cihi ngdn ngtt, ttt cdc 
ngWdn cthi vl ttt vyng den ngtt phdp, ngtt 
ngWa. Khoi H û cd thi dugc xem nhu kho 
tdng tilm in rit nWlu cdc vin de thii vj vl 
ngdn ngtt. Phdn tich khoi li?u vi v§y dd trd 
thdnh phuang phdp phi biln nhit dii vdi 
phdn tich dien ngdn. 

Nhu vdy, phdn tieh khIi li$u ed thi dugc 
xem Id m$t trong nhttng phuang phdp cung 
cip thdng tin httu dyng dl thyc W§n vi$c 
nghidn eihi mOt vin dl cy thi trong ngdn 
ngtt thong qua dii cWlu vd minh hog If 
thuylt bdng dtt li?u thu th|.p ttt ngdn ngtt 
giao tiep thyc tl. Vi vgy, kit qud ngWdn cthi 
m0t vin dl cy thi eua ngdn ngtt dugc quyet 
djnh bdi vi|c xdy dyng khIi li^u ngWdn eiiu. 
Bai vilt gidi tW$u phuang phdp ngWdn ettu 
diln ngdn trdn co sd phdn tich khoi li$u bao 
gim: thu thdp vdn bdn vl vin dl nghidn ettu, 
tich hpp dtt lipu tren mdy tinh, phdn logi dtt 
lipu dd dugc tieh hgp vd hodn eWnh khoi 
li§u, stt dyng phin mIm phtt hgp dl cung 
c ^ so li?u thing kd phyc vy vi$c md td vd 
phdn tich mpt dii tugng ngdn ngtt bit ki. 
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