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LU'A TUOI VA KHA NANG TIEP THU 
NGON N G f THUT HAI 

AGE AND SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

lA TH| PHffOfNG 
(ThS; B«i hf c Ngofi ngfr, BHQG Hit N$i) 

Abstract; Age appears to be the most frequently considered variable to predict the success 
of learners' second language acquisition. While there is a popular belief that children are 
much better at leaming second languages than adults, it is also maintained that older learners 
with fiill cognitive maturation and metalinguistic abilities are assumed to ouQierform 
children. The pqier is gomg to examine the effects of age on second language acquisition 
and provide explanation for them. 

Key words: second language acquisitio; age. 

l.B^tviaak 
NhOng nghiSn cihi v^ vi$c ti4p thu ngdn 

ngti ihit hai dSi v& dang tim ra nhQng ŷ u t6 
dnh hudng d^ quA trlnh niy vi ngo^ nhttng 
yeu t6 kh^ bift rd rft cua ci nMn ngudi hgc 
nhu dfng IVIC, n&ig khî u, trf tuf hay sd 
thich thl d$ tu6i ci:ia ngudi h ĉ U mft yeu t6 
dupc nhic d ^ nhî u ̂ lit vi U ŷ u t6 cd th^ 
itf doto dugic miic dd tUnh cdng trong vifc 
tiep thu ngdn ngO thA hai. SS cd ih nhilu 
nghifn cAu tim ra m6i quan hf gi&a tu&i tic 
vdi vifc ti^ thu ngdn ngtt thii hai, nhu 
Dulay, Burt, vi Krashen (1982), Snow vi 
Hoefiiagle-Hohle (1978), Laisen-Freeman 
vi Long (1991),... Tuy nhifn, vin dl niy 
vSn cdn dang giy nhieu tianh cii. Nghifn 
Cliu cia Singleton (tr. 31, 1989) cho ring 
"cing nhd hpc ngdn ngfi cing t6t". Diy cfing 
li quan dilm ciia Ellis (2008) vi Larsen-
Freeman (2008) khi chi ra ring; ngudi hpc d 
dp tuli nhd hon hpc ngdn ngit thii hai sS dl 
ding vi nhanh chdng hon ngudi ldn tudi hon 
bdi vi vdi bO dc vi sv nhjn thiic cdn non ndt 
cung nhu nhfing uu thl tim H xS hpi, trf em 
chic chin cd khi nSng nim bit dupc ngdn 
ngtt tit hon. Ngupc l?i, trong nghifn cftu cia 
mlnh nim 1989, Singleton cfing di dua ra 
nhttng bing chftng chftng minh cho quan 
dilm "cing ldn tudi cing hpc tit hon" (tr. 
31) bdi cing ldn tuli, ngudi hpc cing cd s\i 

nhfn thftc chin chin vi vttng ving hon. S\r 
bit ding trong cich nhin nh$n van dl cfia 
cic hoc gii tifn di thl hifn sv phftc t̂ p cua 
vindf. 

2. Anh hudng cia ylu tl d$ tali din 
vifc tilp thu ngfn ngft thft bai 

2.1. Lfi Irinh Hip thu 
Kit qM ciia hing lo t̂ cic n^fn cftu 

trudc dd (ffl chi ra ring df tuli bit diu hpc 
dudng nhu khdng thay dli If trinh tilp thu. 
Dulay vi Burt (1974) hay Bailey, Madden 
vi Krashen (1974) di so sinh trft tv cfia sv 
phit triln ngdn ngtt thft hai trong nhdm 10 
hlnh V) ngtt phip (bao glm d^ tft, thl tilp 
diln, tft giin lupc, sl nhilu, m{io tft, tip tft 
giin lupc; dfng tft bit quy tic d qui khft, sd 
httu, ngdi thft ba vi sl nhilu) gitta trf em vi 
ngudi ldn. Kit qui li thft tv ciia vifc tilp thu 
10 hinh vi niy li nhu nhau bit chip dd tuli 
cfia ngudi hpc. Fathman cfing cd ciing phit 
hifn niy trong mdt nghifn cftu vio nim 
197S. Tic gii da thu thip dtt lifu til 200 dli 
tupng cd df tuli tft 6 din 13 vi kit lufn ring 
cic cic dli tupng diu cftng tuin tv trii qua 
cic giai do^ trong qui trinh tilp thu ngdn 
ngtt thft hai. Hon ntta, nghifn cftu vl trinh tv 
phit triln trong vifc hpc ciu nghi vin cua 
siu ngudi hpc do Cazden, Cancino, 
Rosansky, vi Schumann (197S) tiln hinh 
cfing chl ra ring trd em vi ngudi ldn trii qua 
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cfing mft tiln trinh tilp thu. Tdm lp, df tuli 
dudng nhu khdng cd flnh hudng gl din quy 
trlnh tilp thu ngdn ngtt thft hai cfia ngudi 
hpc. 

2.2. TSC a^ tiip thu 
Nhilu nghifn ciiu di kilm tm sv chfnh 

lfch trong tic dd tilp thu ngdn ngtt cfia 
ngudi hpc d cic dd tuli khic nhau. Ellis 
(1985) chi ra ring, ngudi hpc d df tuli ldn 
hon cd nhilu lpi thl hon trong vifc tilp thu 
do dd trong cfing m$t tiidi gian, ngudi hpc 
ldn tuli cd xu hudng hpc ngdn ngtt nhanh 
hon trf em. Tic gii Ramsey vi Wright 
(1970, 1974) cfing di tiln hinh nghifn cftu 
bfn 1200 hpc smh nhfp cu ldp S,7,9 t«i cic 
tiudng d Toronto chi ra ring hpc smh ldn 
tuli hon tilp thu kl ning ngdn ngtt thft hai 
nhanh hon hpc sinh nhd tuli. Hem ntta. 
Snow vi Hoe&agle-Hohle (1978) cfing 
khing djnh ring trong giai do^n diu cfia vifc 
tilp thu ngdn ngft thft hai, df tuli v) thinh 
nifn li cd khi ning hpc nhanh nhit vi hifu 
qui nhit, b i phit im. VI vfy cd till kit lufn 
ling cd sv ti If thufn gitta df tuli vi toe df 
tilp thu ngdn ngtt thft hai. 

2.3. Thinh tich 
Df tuli dudng nhu cd inh hudng rd rft 

nhit din sv thinh cdng trong vifc hpc ngdn 
ngtt thft hai dfc bift li vl m$t phit fm. Cic 
nghifn cftu di chumg minh ngudi hpc bit 
dau tilp cfn ngdn ngtt thft hai sdm cd gipng 
chuin (authentic accent) vi tit hon nhieu so 
vdi nhttng ngudi bit diu mufn hon. Oyama 
(1976) khi nghifn cftu 60 ngudi nhfp cu 
bong df tuli tft 6 din 20 sing d MJf tft S din 
18 nim di nhfn thiy tv tuong hi to ldn gitta 
ylu t l df bill vi kbi ning tilp nhfn ngdn 
ngtt thft hai vi chl ra ring cing sdm tilp cfn 
ngdn ngtt dich thl ngudi hpc cing dl cd 
dupc ngtt difu chuin. Tinmg tv nhu vfy, khi 
tim hilu idii ning phit fm cfta cic dli tupng 
sau S nim tilp cfn ngdn ngtt dich, Asher and 
Garcia (1969), Oyama (1976), Seliger, 
Krashen viLadefoged (1975) Tahta, Wood 
and Loewenthal (1981) diu khing dinh da 

so ngudi hpc mi bit diu tilp xfic vdi ngfia 
ngtt tfaft hai sau df tuli dfy thi diu v§n giO 
gipng nudc ngoii trong khi dd nhttng ngudi 
hpc ngdn ngtt trudc d$ tuli dfy thl 1^ c6 thi 
phit im chuin nhu ngudi bin d)a. Nhu vfy 
cd thl kit lufn ring lita tuli cd till mang Î  
ich lpi cho ngudi hpc ngdn ngtt thft hai, dfc 
bift Li khi ning pliit fm. 

Kit qui tucmg tv ciing dupc phit hifn tilr 
cic nghifn cftu vl cft phip. Tuy nhifn, df 
tuli nim bit cu phip 1^ mufn ban so vdi 
hpc phit fm. Paticowski (1980) vdi nghien 
cftu cfta mlnh di tim ra ring nhfing ngudi 
hpc trudc Ilia tuli 15 thinh th^o ngtt ph&p 
hon so vdi nhfhig ngudi ldn tuli hon. 

Theo Ellis (1985), sv inh hudng cfia liia 
tuli dli vdi vifc thu nhfn ngdn ngtt thft hai 
cd thl dupc tdm tit nhu sau: 

1/Tuli bit diu hpc khdng inh hudng Sk 
hudng tilp nhfn ngdn ngtt thft hai. Tuy cd 
sv khic Uft vl trlnh tv tilp nhfn nhung 
nhfing inh hudng niy hoin toin khdng pUl 
li do Ifia tuli quy djnh; 2/Tuli bit diu h^ 
cd inh hudng din tic df cfia vifc hpc. X& 
vl vifc hpc ngtt phip vi tft vvng, nlu coi 
khoing thdi gian dupc tilp cfn ngdn ngtt thi 
hai li nhu nhau thl ngudi hpc li thanh thilu 
nien thudng nim bit tot hon tif nhd hofc 
ngudi hpc ldn hon. Nlu chl xft rifng khi 
ning phit fm thl nhiing sv khic bift li 
khdng ding kl; 3/Thdi gian tilp cfn ngfin 
ngtt thft hai vi Ifta tuli bit diu hpc iaii 
hudng din khi ning thinh cdng hay tiiinh 
tich cfia ngudi hpc. Nlu ylu t l ttudc ddng 
gdp tuong doi ldn din Idii ning giao tilp 
ttdi chiy cua ngudi hpc thl ylu t l sau 1^ quy 
dinh mftc df chinh xic, nhit li ttong phit 
im mi ngudi hpc cd till dsit dupc" (tt. 106). 

3. L{ giii vl sv inh huftng cfta d$ tali 
3.1. Gid thuyit vi "thdri M quyit finh " 
Nhilu nhi nghifn cfin cho ring, fall 

hudng cfia Ifia tuli tdi vifc tilp tiiu ngfin 
ngtt tiift hai li do tic d$ng cfia "tiidi kl quylt 
djnh" (critical period). Gii tiiuylt niy dupc 
dl xuit lin diu tifn bdi Penniiield vi Robert 
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(1959) vi sau dd dupc Lenneberg (1967) 
phit triln rdng rii hon. "Gii thuylt vl thdi 
kl quylt dinh khing dinh ring cd mft thdi ki 
phit triln smh hpc nhit dinh trong quing ddi 
cfia con ngudi mi ngudi hpc cd thf tilp thu 
ngdn ngtt thft nhit hay thft hai d trlnh dp 
cao. Mpt khi thdi kl niy khdp 1^ thl khi 
ning hpc ngdn ngtt s€ bit diu giim di" 
(Budsong, 1991, trang 1). Dilu dd cd nghla 
li trong cufc ddi cfia con ngudi cd sS cd mOt 
thdi Id sinh hpc mi khi dd vifc tilp thu ngdn 
ngtt dien ra dl ding, tv nhifn vi sau thdi kl 
niy thl ngudi hpc sS gfp khd khin dl d̂ t 
dupc trinh d$ sft dyng ngdn ngtt cao. 

Penniiield vi Robert (1959) cfing cho 
ring, trong 10 nim diu tifn ciia cufc ddi thl 
nio ngudi vin gitt dupc sv lmh dfng, mim 
dfo nhung khi budc sang tuli dfy thi thl sv 
linh dpng niy bit diu din din giim di do 
qui trinh ehuyfn mdn hda chftc ning cfta 
mli bfn ciu nio. Sau qui trinh ehuyfn mdn 
hda chfix: ning cfta nio b^ thl nio ngudi trd 
nen cl dinh vi cin trd vifc tilp thu ngdn 
ngtt. Theo Lenneberg (1967), df tali tft 3 
din khoing 12 tuli l i thdi kl nĥ y cim nhit 
dl kich thich vi duy tA sv lmh dfng bin 
ning cfta nio. Diy cMnh li nhttng dilu kifn 
tiiufn lpi cho vifc tilp thu ngdn ngtt vi ldi 
ndi mft cich trdi chiy. Cfing theo tic gii, 
thdi kl quylt dinh niy sS kit tiific trudc df 
tuli dfy thl, vi vfy mi ngudi ldn thudng 
khdng till hpc dupc ngdn ngtt thft hai mft 
cich thinh tb^o. Dl chftng minh cho gii 
thuylt cfia minh, Lenneberg di xem xft hi 
so bfnh li vi nhfn thiy iing nhftng tin 
tiiuong bfn bin ciu nio phii cd khi ning 
giy ra chftng mit ngdn ngtt d trf em dudi 9 
tadi cao hon li d ngudi ldn, vi sau khi trii 
qua cic cufc phiu thuft bin ciu nio trii thl 
hf em hiu nhu khdng cd hifn tupng rii lo?n 
ngdn ngtt nhung ngudi ldn cd thl mit hoin 
toin ngdn ngtt. Ngoii ra, trf em cd till phyc 
hii cic chftc ning ngdn ngtt sau cic ca phlu 
thuft nio nhung ngudi ldn dudng nhu 1^ 
phii chju sv suy giim ngdn ngtt. 

Tuy nhifn, vin cd nhilu tranh cii xung 
quanh vin dl niy: Thu nhdl, cd nhttng bing 
chftng cho ring thdi kl quylt dinh niy chi 
dftng mft phm bdi vl theo mft sl nhi 
nghifn cftu, thdi ki quylt dinh chi dftng vdi 
fm vi hpc chft khdng ip dpng dupc vdi hlnh 
vi hpc vi cft phip (Scovel, 1998; Garhick, & 
Berger, 1994). Burstall (1975) chl ra ring 
hpc sinh tft cip hpc trung hpc trd Ifn thl 1^ 
suit xic hon trong cic kT ning nghe, dpc, 
vilt hon qhttng ngudi hpc nhd tuli hon. Thtr 
hai, mft sl nhi ngdn ngtt hpc 1^ khing dinh 
khdng phii chi cd mft thdi ki quylt dinh mi 
cd the cd nhilu thdi kl quylt dinh trong cufc 
ddi con ngudi 1978). N ^ li, cd mdt tiidi 
Id quylt dinh cho vifc hpc phit fm vi cd 
mft thdi kl khic tiiufn lpi cho vifc tilp tilu 
ngtt phip vi tft vvng. Tuy nhifn, nhilu nhi 
nghien cftu ding ^ iing thdi kl quylt dinh 
vifc hpc phit fm kit thfic sdm hon so vdi 
thdi ki quylt dinh cfia vifc tilp thu ngtt phip 
hay ta vvng (Long, 1990; Hurford, 1991). 
Mft sl nhi ngdn ngtt hpc (nhu Ellis, 1994; 
Long, 1994) chi ra ring, ngudi bpc chl tilp 
thu dupc khi ning phit fm nhu ngudi bin 
dia cho din 6 tali, trong khi dd khoing thdi 
gian thufp Ipi cho vifc hpc hlnh vi hpc vi tft 
vvng hpc kfo dil din tfn 15 tuli 
(Patkowski, 1980). 

Rd ring, dfi cdn nhilu tranh cii nhung d 
mft mftc df nio dd till "tiidi ki quylt dinh" 
cd inh hudng din vifc tilp thu ngdn ngft. 

3.ZVi mft nhfin thOc 
Sv phit triln vl in$t nhfn thftc cfing cd 

thl 11 gi^ cho lufn dilm ring trf em cd 
nhttng Ipi thl vl mft nhfn thftc hon ngudi 
Idn khi hpc mft ngdn ngtt. Rosansky (1975, 
tiich tft Ellis, 1985) di nhin m n̂h ring, 
nhfn thiic chua phit triln gifip trf em dl 
ding hon trong vifc hpc ngdn ngft. Theo tic 
gii, khi sv nhfn thfic chua phit triln, trf em 
cd thl hpc ngdn ngtt mft cich tv nhifn vi tv 
dfng vl chftng dfing ngdn ngtt nhu mft cdng 
cv dl thl hifn ^ tudng, suy nghi chft khdng 
dfing ngdn ngft nhu mpt d̂ ing thftc. Ndi cich 
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khic, trf em hpc ngdn ngtt mft cich tv 
nhifn. Tiii l̂ i, ngudi ldn hpc ngdn ngtt mft 
cich chfi dpng. Vdi nhfn thfic di phit tsiia 
vupt bfc vi khi ning giii quylt v^ dl, 
ngudi Idn hpc ngdn ngtt bing cich chfi dfng 
hpc thufc cic quy tic ngdn ngtt rii sau dd 
ip dvng nhfing quy tic dd khi sft dpng. 
DeKeyser vi Laison-Hall (2005) cfing H 
nhfn la nhthig dilm khic nhau vl vifc hpc 
mft cich tv nhifn d trf em vi vifc hpc mft 
cich chfi dfng d ngudi ldn. Ngudi ldn cd 
nhfing lpi thl ban dau khi nim vttng nhttng 
ciu tific rfi ring nhung 1^ gf p khd khin vdi 
nhfing phin mi quy tic qui phftc t̂ p hofc 
khdng theo quy luft Trong khi dd, trf em 
tay khdng thl hpc nhttng quy tic nhanh 
chdng nhung culi ciing vln cd thl d̂ t dupc 
tiinh df ngdn ngtt thinh th^ nhu ngudi bfn 
xft sau mft thdi gian dii bpc mft cich ta 
nhifn vi dupc tilp nhfn tft nhilu nguin. Sv 
inh hudng vl df bill bit diu hpc tilng cd 
thl dl nhfn ra nhit d mft phit fm nhung khi 
nghifn cfitu kl hon sS thiy ci sv inh hudng d 
mft ngtt phfp. 

Tuy nhifn, flieo nhu Ellis (1985) vln cd 
mpt vii vin dl trong lufn dilm ciia 
Rosansky. Trudc tifn, vin cdn thilu nhffaig 
nghifn cftu thvc nghifm dl chfing mlnh 
quan dilm cfia dng. Thfm nfta, gii thuylt 
cfia dng mft mft nio dd cd thl giftp If giii 
t^ sao nhttng ngudi trudng thinh cd thl hpc 
nhanh hon trf em. Sv phit triln vl m$t nhfn 
thlic cd thl giftp hp cd thfm nhilu chiln 
lupc hpc, vl vfy ngudi tnidng thinh cd thl 
khdng tilp thu ngdn ngtt mft cich ta nhifn 
nhu tif em nhung cd Ihl lim chft qui trinh 
hpc cfia mlnh mft cich cd ̂  thftc. 

3.3. Ciim xic 
Sv khic bift vl tr^g thii cim xfic cfing 

cd till li ldi giii thfch vl sv khic bift trong 
khi ning hpc ngdn ngtt cfia trf em vi ngudi 
ldn. Trf em vm cd xu hudng ludn ta coi 
ntinh li tinng tim, chua cd sv tv nhfn bilt 
vi f tiiftc vl bin ngi mft cich m ^ mS. Do 
dd, chfing khdng ng^ till hifn ntinh nhilu. 

cfing khdng ngp cu xft nhu mft kf nglc. 
Nhung khi chfing ldn ban, chfing sf cl tim 
kilm vi hilu dupc bin ngg cfia mlnh vi din 
din bilt ta kilm chl nhu mft cich dl bio v̂  
bin ngi cfta mlnh. "Cii tdi trong ngdn ngfi", 
nhu Guioro (1972) gpi tfn, di giii fliich II do 
ngudi ldn khdng sin sing hpc ngdn ngtt nhu 
tlf em. "Cii tdi cfta tif em rit hay tiiay dli 
vi dang phit triln theo nhftng giai dopi cua 
tuli dfy thl, vi vfy hpc ngdn ngtt mdi d giai 
dopi niy khdng giy nguy co de dpa lie cĥ  
cho tlin ngtt cfia chung" (Siddiqui, 2008, 
bang 182). 

Trong khi dd. Brown (1980b) giii tiiich 
sv khic bift gifta khi ning hpc ngdn ngft 
cfia ngudi ldn vi tif em bing sv tilp biln vl 
vin hoi. Sv tilp biln vl vin hoi li khi ning 
mft ngudi ta dilu cliinb trudc vin hoi cfia 
mft ngop ngtt mft cich dl ding. Cd bin 
budc trong qui trinh tilp biln vin hoi, dd li 
hftng thfi ban diu, sic vin hoi, cing thing 
vl vin hoi vi culi cfing li sv ding hoi hay 
dilu chinh vdi m$t mdi trudng mdi. Trf em 
vdi it rio cin vl vin hoi cd the vupt qua bin 
budc cfia qui trinh tilp biln vin hoi nhanh 
hon, vi vfy cd thl tilp nhfn ngdn ngtt thi 
hai nhanh hon. 

Ap Ipc tft phia bpi bf cfing li mft nguyfn 
nhfn. Trf em thudng thich dupc bpi bf cfng 
nhfn vi thich "dupc giing nhftng dfta tri 
khic" (Siddiqui, 2008, ttang 183i tinng klii 
dd "ngudi ldn cd xu hudng ch^ nhfn sv 
khic bift hon tif em, vl till hp dl chip nhfn 
nhttng 111 trong khi ndi hon" (Siddiqui, 
2008, tiang 183). Trong giao tilp hp sS chip 
nhfn nhflng iSi vl hlnh thftc miln li hp c6 
till hilu nhau. Trii lp, tif em lp dl y nhttng 
bfnh dfng vi ldi ndi cfia bpi mlnh hon, vi 
viy chfing sS tv tp> ̂  Ivc khi hpc ngfin ngfi 
dl bpi minh hilu vi ghi nhfn. Vi till, ttong 
thdi gian dii chiing s6 vupt b î ban so vdi 
nhttng ngudi hpc trudng thinh. 

4. Kftlufn 
Mfc dft cic kit lufn vl sv inh hudng cfia 

Ifta tali din vifc hpc ngdn ngtt flift hai cin 
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cd nhilu bit dong, nhung nd nfn dupc coi 
nhu l i mft chl sl quan trpng trong vifc phin 
doin khi ning thinh cdng cfia ngudi hpc. 
Mft mft, rd ring ring ngudi hpc ttf tali cd 
nhilu CO hfi d t̂ dupc mftc d$ thinh th^ 
ngdn ngtt thft hai nbu ngudi bin xft hon 
nhftng ngudi hpc ldn tuli, dfc bift li vl 
cich phit im. Nhung mft khic, cin phii 
nhin mpih Ihfm ring Ifia tuli, dli vdi khi 
ning thu nhfn ngdn ngtt thft hai, Ichdng phii 
li ylu t l duy nhit. Cic ylu to quan trpng 
khic cd till 1^ din l i mdi trudng tilng, dfng 
Ivc, sv ham thich ci nhin, vi ning Ivc tilng. 
Hon nfta, ndi ngudi hpc tirf dl tilp thu ngdn 
ngft thft hai Ididng ding nghia vdi vifc 
ngudi hpc ldn hon dp thinh tich kfm hon 
trong cfing mdn hpc. Cii mi ngudi hpc ldn 
hon phit triln dupc li cic chiln thuft dupc 
hp sft dpng trong cic ngft cinh khic. Dfy 
ding thdi li lpi dilm quan trpng cfia ngudi 
hpc ldn hon ttong vifc hpc ngdn ngft. 

Cfing rat khd dl so sinh ning ipc ngdn 
ngtt gifta nhfhig ngudi hpc ciia cic df tali 
khic nhau. Trong mft vii tnidng hpp, sp 
khic bift ttong thinh tich cfia nhftng ngudi 
niy lp li hf qui cfia nhilu ylu t l khic nhu 
phuong phip hpc hay dilu kifn hpc. Phin 
ldn trf hpc ngfin ngtt thft hai trong mdi 
tinidng tv nhifn vi cd nhilu thdi gian dl 
dupc tilp xftc vdi ngdn ngtt dich mi khfing 
chiu ip Ipc cfia vifc luu loft vi chinh xic 
ngay tii ^ u . Ngoii ra, ngdn ngtt tif sft dpng 
fliudng khi don giin vdi cic ciu bftc khdng 
phftc t?p vi vln tft hpi chl. Trong khi dd, 
ngudi ldn thudng hpc ttong mdi tiudng Idp 
hpc nghifm toe vi dupc yfu ciu sft dpng 
ngdn ngtt mang thih phftc t?ip nhim diln djt 
cic y tudng "nghifm chinh" hon. 
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