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LUA TUOI VA KHA NANG TIEP THU
NGON NGU THU HAI
AGE AND SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

LE THI PHUONG
(ThS; Pgi hoc Ngoai ngir, PHQG Ha Ngi)

Abstract: Age appears to be the most frequently considered variable to predict the success
of learners® second language acquisition. While there is a popular belief that children are
much better at learning second languages than adults, it is alse maintained that older learners
with full cognitive maturation and metalinguistic abilities are assumed to outperform
children. The paper is going to examine the effects of age on second language acquisition

and provide explanation for them.

Key words: second language acquisitio; age.

1. Dt vén &

Nhimg nghién ctru vé vige tiép thu ngén
ngl¥ thir hai d& v dang tim ra nhimg yéu t§
#nh hudmg dén qué trinh ndy va ngoii nhimg
yéu td khac biét ré rét cia ca nhin ngudi hoc
ohu ddng lyc, ning khibu, trf tué hay s&
thich th ¢ tubi ciia ngudi hoe 1a mot yéu td
dirge nhéic dén nhidu nhit va 1a yéu 18 c6 thé
dy dodin duge mire 4§ thanh cdng trong viée
tiép thu ngbn ngft thir hal, D4 c6 rit nhidu
nghién ciu m ra mbi quan hé gitta mdi tdc
v6i viée tiép thu ngdn ngir thir hai, nhw
Dulay, Burt, va Krashen (1982), Snow va
Hoefnagle-Hohle (1978), Larsen-Freeman
vi Long (1991),... Tuguubién, vin 48 ndy
vin cdn dang géy nhidu tranh c#i. Nghién
ctru cia Singleton (tr. 31, 1989) cho rang
“cang nhé hoc ngbn ngit cang t6t”. DAy ciing
14 quan diém coa Ellis (2008) vA Larsen-
Freeman (2008) khi chi ra riing: ngudi hoc &
5 tubi nhé hon hoc ngdn ngft thir hai s& d&
déng va nhanh chéng hon ngudi 1ém tudi hon
béi vi véi b 6c va sy nhiin thire cdn non nét
ciing nbir nhimg wu thé thm I x& hoi, tré em
chic chin c6 khi ning niim bt duoc ngén
ngit tbt hon. Ngurgc lgi, trong nghién ctu eda
minh nim 1989, Singleton ciing di dua ra
nhitng bing chﬁ:!% chimg minh cho quan
diém “cing 1ém tudi cng hoc tbt hon” (ir.
31) béi cang 16n tubi, ngudi hoc cang cb sy

nhén thirc chin chén va vimg vang hon. Sy
bét ddng trong céch nhin nhin viu a8 cua
céc hoc gid trén da thé hién sy phirc tap cta
vin &,

2. Anh hwéng ciia yéu t§ a4 wmbi aén
vigc tiép thu ngbn ngir thi hai

2.1. LY trink tiép thu

Két qhid cia hang logt cdc nghién cir
trude d6 d8 chi ra ring ¢ tudi bat diu hoc
dudng nhir khéng thay 461 1§ trinh tiép thu.
Dulay vA Burt (1974) hay Bailey, Madden
v Krashen (1974) d& so sénh trit tw ciia sy
phat tridn ngdn ngi¥ thir hai trong nhém 10
hinh vij ngit phip (bao ghm dgi b, thi tiép
dién, tir gian luge, sb nhidu, mao &, trg
gidn hrge; d@ng tir bt quy the & qué ki, s¢
hitu, ngéi thir ba va s nhidu) gitra tré em va
ngudn 1ém. Két qué 13 thi ty cia vigc tiép tha
10 hinh vj ndy 12 nhu nhau bét chip 49 tubi
cha ngudi hoe, Fathman ciing c6 cing phat
hién ndy trong mft nghién cim vio nim
1975. Téc gi d4 thu thép di liéu tir 200 d5i
tugng ¢6 30 tubi tir 6 4&n 15 v két lugn ring
céc céc dbi twgng dlu cing tuln ty trai qua
céc giai dogn trong qué trinh tiép thuy ngdn
ngft thit hai. Hon nfta, nghién ciru v& trinh tir
phat trién trong viée hoc céu nghi vén cia
sdu ngudi hoc do Cazden, Cancino,
Rosansky, vd Schumann (1975) tién hanh
ciing chi ra riing tré em va ngudi 16n tréi qua
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citng mdt tién trinh tidp thu. Tom lai, 46 tudi
diromg nhu khong c6 anh huong gi dén quy
trinh tiép thu ngdn ng¥ thir hai cla ngudi
hoc.

2.2, Tée dp tidp thu

Nhiéu nghién ctry 82 kidm tra sy chénh
lech trong tbc d9 tiép thu ngbn ngit cia
ngudi hoc ¢ cic d0 wbhi khic nhau. Ellis
(1985) chi ra ring, ngudi hoe & 9 tudi lén
hom c6 nhidu lgi thé hon trong viée tiép thu
do 46 trong cimg mét thoi gian, ngudi hoe
160 twdi ¢6 xu huéng hoc ngdn ngir nhanh
hon tré em. Téc gid Ramsey va Wright
(1970, 1974) ciing d tién hanh nghién ciu
trén 1200 hoe sinh nhp cwr 16p 5,7,9 tai cc
trudmg & Toronto chi ra ring hec sinh lon
tudi hon tiép thu k¥ néing ngén ngir thir hai
nhanh hon hoc sinh nhé tudi. Hon nita,
Snow vi& Hoefnagle-Hohle (1978) ciing
khfing dinh ring trong giai doan diu cia vige
tiép thu ngdn ngd th hai, d§ tudi v thanh
nién 14 ¢6 kha ning hoc nhanh nhét va hiéu
qua nhét, trir phat 4m. Vi véy cd th két lugn
wing c6 sy ti 1¢ thuén gitm d6 tudi va tbc do
tidp thu ngén ngir thit hai.

2.3. Thanh fch

D% tubi dudmg nhir ¢6 dnh hudng 13 rét
nhéit dén sy thanh cBng trong vide hoe ngdn
ngit thir hai dc bigt 1a v& m¥t phat 4m. Céc
:ghién ciru d4 chimg minh ngudi hoe bit

u tiép cfin ngdn ngf thir hai sém c6 giong
chuén (authentic accent) va t8t hon nhitu so
vdi nhing ngudi bt diu mugn hon. Oyama
(1976) khi nghién cim 60 ngudi nhip cu
trong d§ tudi tir 6 dén 20 sng & My tix § dén
18 nim d nhén thiy tr trong h to 16n gita
véu tb 46 wdi va kha niing tiép nhén ngdn
ngt thir hai va chi ra ring cang som tiép cén
ngdn nglt dich thi ngudi hoc cang d& b
duge ngft digu chuln. Trong ty nhr vay, khi
tim hidu kha niing pht &m ctia c4c i tugng
sau 5 nim 1iép c4n ng6n ngir dich, Asher and
Gacia (1969), Oyama (1976), Seliger,
Krashen vaLadefoged (1975) Tahta, Wood
and Loewenthal (1981) déu khing dinh da

sb ngudsi hoc ma bit diu tip xtc véi nga
ngtt thir hai sau ¢ wbi diy thi déu vin git
gipng nuéc ngoai trong khi 46 nhing ngwdj
hoc ngdn ngll trede ¢ tudi dgy thi lai o6 th
phat &m chufn nhir ngudi bén dja. Nhu viy
6 thé két lugn ring Iira tudi c6 thé mang L
ich lgi cho ngudi hoc ngén ngit thir hai, djc
bigt 14 kha nfing phét ém.

Két qua tuong ty ciing duoe phat hign t
chc nghién ciru vé& ci phép, Tuy nhién, 4§
tudi nim bit ci phép lai mufn hon so véi
hoc phat &m. Patkowski (1980) v&i nghién
¢iru cia minh 83 tim re ring nhimg ngudi
hoc trude hira tubi 15 thanh thao nglr phip
hon so véi ohimg ngudi 16n tubi hon.

Theo Ellis (1985), sy &nh hurémg cua lia
tubi déi véi viée thu nhfn npdn ngit thir hat
6 thé duge tom tht nhir sau:

1/Tubi bit dhu hoc khong anh hudmg dén
huéng tiép nhén ngdn ng thir hai. Tuy o
syt khéc bigt v& trinh ty tidp nhin nhung
nhitng &nh hiémg ndy hoan toan khéng phii
12 do Itra tudi quy djnh; 2/Tudi bat dhu hoe
o6 dnh huémg dén tdc 46 cla viée hoc. Xé
vé vigc hoo ngit phap va ti vyng, néu coi
khoang thei gian duge tiép cén ngdn ngit thiy
hai 14 nhu nhau thi ngwdi hoc 1 thanh thiéu
nién thudmg nim bit t5t hon tré nhé holc
ngudi hoe 16n hon. Néu chi xét rigng khd
ning phét 4m thi nhiing sy khdc bigt I
khéong déng ké; 3/Thdi gian tifp cin ngin
ngft thir hai va lim tudi bét hoc 4nh
huémg dén kha niing thanh c8ng hay thinh
tich ciia ngudi hoc. Néu yéu th trude déng
g6p twong d6i lém dén kb ning giao tidp
trdi chaty cita ngudsi hee thi yéu td sau lai quy
dinh mite d9 chinh x4c, nhét 1A trong phit
m ma ngudr hoc ¢6 thé dat duge” (tr. 106).

3. Li giai v& sy dnh hudng cia af wdi

3.1, Gid th vé Vthiri k) quyét dink"

Nhida nha nghién ciru cho ting, Anh
huémg cia lia tudi i vide tiép thu ngén
ngft thi hai 14 do tac dong cia “thdi ki quylt
dinh” (critical period). Gia thuyét ndy duge
dé xuflt 14n dAu tien béi Pennifield va Robett

e v e e
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(1959) vA sau d6 duge Lenneberg (1967)

 phat trién rgng 1 hom. “Gid thuydt vé théi

Kl quyét dinh khing dinh ring c6 m¢t thav ki
phat trién sinh hoc dinh trong tgzﬂng &
clia con ngudi ma ngudi hoe cb the tiép thu

ngon nglt thir nht hay thir hai & trinh do
cao. Mgt khi thoi ki ndy khép lai thi khi
nang hoc ngbn nglr s& bit dhu giam di”
(Birdsong, 1991, trang 1). Didu d6 c6 nghia
12 trong cufc ddi cua con ngudi cb s& ¢b mt
thevi ki sinh hoc ma khi 46 viéc tiép thu ngdn
ngit difn ra d& dang, tyr nhién va sau thai K
nady thi ngudi hoc s& gap khé khin dé dat
duge trinh &) st dyng ngdn ngit cao,

Pennifield va Robert (1959) cfing cho
ring, trong 10 nim dAu tién cia cuse dii thi
nio ngwdvi vén gitt duge sy linh ddng, mém
déo nhung khi budc sang tudi dy thi thi sy
linh djng ndy bit ddu din din gidm di do
qui trinh chuyén mdn héa chirc niing clia
m&i bén cdu nfio. Sau qué trinh chuyén mén
héa chire ning ctia ndo by thi nio ngudi trd
nén cb dinh va can tr& viée tifp thu ngén
ngit. Theo Lenneberg (1967), 8 tudi ty 3
dén khoang 12 twdi 12 thei I nhay cém nhft
d8 kich thich va duy i sy linh dfng ban
niing ciia nfio. DAy chinh 12 nhimg didu kién
thuéin l¢i cho vige tiép thu ngdn ngtr va léi
n6i mdt céch trdi chiy, Cling theo tic gid,
thdi ki quyét dinh nay sz két thic trde 49
twbi dfy thi, vi vy mad ngudi lon thuimg
khong thé hoc duge ngbn ngit thir hai mot
cich thanh thgo. D& chimg minh cho gid
thuyét cia minh, Lenneberg a4 xem xét hd
so bénh i va nhin thiy ring nhing tn
thuong bén bin chu nfo phai ¢6 khi ning
ghy ra chimg mét ngbn nglt & tré em dudi 9
m&caohanli&ngubildmvﬂsaukhiuﬁi
qua céic cube phiiu thut bén chu néo tréi thi
tré em hiu nhv khong cé hién tugng réf loan
ngbn nglt nhung ngudi 16n cé thé mét hoan
toan ngon nglt. Ngodi ra, tré em c6 thé phye
hdi céc chirc niing ngén ngft sau cdc ca phiu
thujt nfio nhung ngudi 16n dutmg nhu lgi
phai chju sy suy gidm ngbn ng.

Tuy nhién, ven c6 nhitu tranh céi xung
quanh vén d& ndy: The nhdt, cé nhitng bing
chimg cho ring thoi ki quyét dinh niy chi
ding mdt phin béi vi theo mdt sb nhad
nghién ctru, thoi ki quyét dinh chi diing véi
am vj hoc chir khéng 4p dung duge véi hinh
vi boc va ¢l phép (Scovel, 1998; Garhick, &
Berger, 1994), Burstall (1975) chi ra réing
hoc sinh tir cdp hoc trung hoc trd 1én thi lai
suétxﬁchunuongcéckinﬁngnghe,doc,
viét hon nhimg ngudi hoe nhé tudi hon, T
hai, mt sb nha ngdn ngit hioc lgi khing dinh
khéng phai chi c6 mot thai ki quyét dinh ma
6 the c6 nhidu thai ki quyét dink trong cufic
ddi con ngudri 1978). Nghia 13, c6 mft thei
K quyét dinh cho viéc hoc phét Am va 6
mft thivi ki khae thugn Igi cho vige tiép thu
nglr phap va t vyng. Tuy nhién, nhidu nha
nghién ciu ddng ¥ ring théd ki quyét dinh
viéc hoc phat 4m két thic sém hon so vé6i
thd ki quyét dinh cta vige tidp thu netr phép
hay tir vyng (Long, 1990; Hurford, 1991).
M@t sb nha ngén ngit hoc (nhu Ellis, 1994;
Long, 1994) chi ra ring, ngudi hoc chi tifp
thu duge khé néing phit &m nhu ngudi ban
dia cho dén 6 tudi, trong khi d6 khodng thoi
gian thufip l¢i cho vi¢c hoc hinh vj hoc va tir
wng hoc kéo dii dén tan 15 tubi
(Patkowski, 1980).

RS ring, dit cdn nhidu trach cai nhung &
mt mire 46 ndo d6 thi “thdi kI quyét dinh"
¢6 anh huémg dén vige tidp thu ngén ngtr.

3.2, V& mit nhgn thirc

Sy phit tridn v& mit nhgn thirc cfing c6
thé | gidi cho lufin diém ring ¢ em c6
nhiing lgi thé v& mit nhén thic hon ngudi
Iém khi hoc m{t ngén ngft. Rosansky (1975,
trich tir Ellis, 1985) 48 nhér megnh ring,
nhén thirc chwa phat trién gitp tré em a2
dang hon trong viéc hoc ngbn ngit. Theo tic
gi4, khi sy nhin thirc chua phét trién, tré em
6 thé hoc ngdn ngit mét chch ty nhién va e
dfng vi chiing diing ng6n ngff nhir mét cong
cp 48 th&hién ¥ twdmg, suy nghi chir khéng
ding ngdn ngfr nhr mét dang thire, NSi cdch
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khéc, tr¢ em hgc ngdn ngit mft cach tyr
nhién. Tréi lgi, ngudi 16m hoc ngdn ngit mét
céch chi dong. Vé&i nhin thirc d phét trién
virgt bic va kha ning gidi quyét vAn dé,
ngudi 16m hoc ngbn ngit bang cach ch dong
hec thuic céc quy the ngdn ngir 13i sau 6
p dung nhitng quy tic @6 khi sir dung.
DeKeyser va Larson-Hall (2005) ciing dd
nhfin ra nhimg didm khéc nhau vé viéc hoc
mdt cach tyr nhién & tré em va viéc hoc mt
cich chil djng & nﬁu’(‘!i 1ém, Ngudi Ién cb
nhiing lgi thé ban déu khi ném vimg nhimg
chiu triic r& rang nhung lai gip kho khin véi
nhimg phin ma quy tic qua phirc tap hofic
khéng theo quy luft. Trong khf db, tré em
tuy khéng thé hoc nhing quy tie nhanh
chéng nhung cudi cing vin c6 thé dat duec
trinh d9 ngdn ngit thanh thao nhw ngudi ban
xir sau mét thoi gian dai hpc mét céch ty
nhién vA duge tiép nhin tir nhidu ngudn. Syr
anh huéng v& d6 tudi bit dlu hoc tifng cb
thé d nh4n ra nhét & mit phat im nhung khi
nghién cttu ki hon $& thily ¢ sy doh huémg &
méit ngit phép.

Tuy nhién, theo nhr Ellis (1985) vén cb
mdt vai vin d& trong Juin didm cia
Rosansky. Trudc tién, vén con thiéu nhiing
nghién ciru thyc nghiém dé chimg minh
quan dim ciia 6ng. Thém nita, gid thuyét
cfia dng mét mt ndo 46 cb thé giap I giai
tai sao nhimg ngudi trudng thanh ¢ thé hoc
nhanh hon tré em. Sy phét trién v& mit nhén
thirc c6 thé gitip ho o6 thém nhidu chién
luge hoc, vi viy ngudi traomg thinh c6 thé
khong tiép thu ngbn nglt mdt cich tu nhién
nhu tré em nhung c6 thé 1am chi qud trinh
hoc ciia minh mét céch cé ¥ thire,

3.3, Cém xic

Sy khéc biét vé trang thi cdm xic cling
o6 thé 12 1o giai thich vé sy khac biét trong
khi nitng hoc ngbn ngft ciia tré em v ngudi
160, Tré em vfn cé xu huéng ludn ty coi
minh 13 trung tdm, chwa c6 sy ty nhan bit
va § thirc vé ban ng& mt cch manh mé. Do
46, ching khong ngei thé hién minh phidu,

cling khong ngai cur xir nhw mt ké nghe.
Nhung khi ching 1én hon, ching s& cf tim
kiém v2 hiéu dugc bin ngé cia mich va din
déin biét ty kidm ché nhw mot céch 88 bao v
bin ngi ciia minh. “C4i t6i trong ngén ngi”,
nhy Guioro (1972) goi én, d4 gidi thick I{ do
ngudi 16n khong sén sang hoc ngbn ngit nhr
tré em. “Céi t8i cia tré em rét hay thay déi
vai dang phét trién theo nhimg giai doan cia
tudi day thl, vi véy hoc ngdn ngit méi & giai
doan nay khéng gy nguy co de doa e ché
cho ban ngit cua ching” (Siddiqui, 2008,
trang 182).

Trong khi d6, Brown (1980b) gisi thich
sy khéc biét gifta kha ning hoc ngdn ngit
cla ngudi 16n va tré em bing sy tiép bin v
viin hod. Sy tiép bién vé viin ho4 12 kha ning
m{t ngudi ty diéu chinh trudc vin hoi cia
mdt ngogi ngtt mft cach d dang, C6 bén
budc trong qué trinh tiép bién vin hot, d6 la
himg thi ban diu, séc vin hod, cing thing
v& vin hod va cudi cing 13 sy ddng hod hay
ditu chinh v&i mdt méi trudng méi. Tré em
voi it rao c&nvévﬁnhoéeéthSWthuabén
budc cia qud trinh tiép bidn vin hod nhanh
hon, vi vy c6 thé tiép nhin ngon ngt thi
hai nhanh hon.

Ap Iyc tir phia ban bé cting 13 mét nguyén
nhén. Tré em thudng thich duge ban be cong
nhin va thich “dugc gibng nhimg dia tré
khic” (Siddiqui, 2008, trang 183) trong khi
46 “ngudi 1én cé xu huéng nhén sy
khag biét hon tré em, v1 thé ho d3 chép nhin
nhimg 18i trong khi néi hon™ (Siddiqui,
2008, trang 183). Trong giao tiép ho s& chip
nhin nhitmg 13i v& hinh thie midn 13 hy c6
thé hiéu nhau. Tréi lai, tré em loi ¢ ¥ nhimg
hanh djng va 1&i ndi cia bgn minh hon, v
vgy chiing s& ty tao 4p lyc khi hoc ngbn nglt
d2 ban minh hidu v ghi nhén. Vi thé, trong
théi gian dai ching s& vugt trdi hon so véi
nhitng ngudi hoc trirémg thanh,

4. Két lugn

Mzc dit cac két lugn vé sy anh huémg clia
lira tudi dén viéc hoc ngdn ngfr thir hai cdn
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6 nhidu bt déng, nhimg né nén dugc coi
nhuw 13 mdt chi s8 quan trong trong viéc phén
dodn kha nfing thanh cong cba ngudi hoc.
M{t mit, r6 ring ring ngudi hoc tré tudi co
nhidu co hoi dat dugc mic d thinh thao
ngbn nglr thir hai nbr ngudi ban x& hon
himg ngwdi hec 16n tudi, dic bigt 13 v
chch phét Am. Nhung mat khdc, céin phai
nhin manh thém ring Ira tudi, dbi véi kha
ning thu nhén ngén ngit th hai, khdng phai
12 yéu tb duy nhit. Cac yéu t6 quan trong
khac cb thé ké dén 13 méi trudmg tiéng, dong
luc, sy ham thich c4 nhéin, va niing lyc tiéng.
Hon nlta, n6i ngudi hoc tré dé tiép thu ngdn
nglt thit hai khong ddng nghia véi vige
ngudi hoc 16m hon dat thanh tich kém hon
trong cing mén hgc. Céi ma ngudi hoe lén
hon phét trién duge 13 céc chién thuft duge
ho sit dung trong céc ngit canh khic. Pay
dbng thoi 13 loi didm quan frong cia ngudi
hoc 16m hon trong viée hoc ngdn ngir.

Ciing rét khé dé so sinh néing lyc ngon
ngtt gifta nhifng ngudi hoc cla cde 49 twbi
khic nhau, Trong m{t vai trudng hep, sy
khdc bi€t trong thanh tich cia nhilmg ngusi
ndy lai 1 he qua cia nhidu yéu 16 khdc nhu
phuromg phép hoc hay didu kién hoc. Phin
I16n tré hoc ngdn ngk thit hai trong mdi
trudmg ty phién vd c6 nhibu thdi gian ¢&
durge tiép xtc voi ngdn nglr dich ma khéng
chju dp lyc cda vidc hru lodt v chinh xéc
ngay tir ¢4u. Ngodi ra, ngdn nglt tré sit dung
thurdmg kh don gidn véi cde chu tric khéng
phitc tap vA vén tir han ché. Trong khi d6,
ngudi 16n thudng hoc trong mbi tnrémg 16p
hoc nghiém tic vi dugc yéu chu sit dung
ngén ngit mang tinh phirc tap nhim dién dat
céc y tmg “nghiém chinh” hon.
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