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CONNOTATIVE MEANINGS OF NUMBER "NINE" 
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Abstract: In Thai proverbs and idioms, number nine and number ten can be found with 
quite high frequency in comparison with other numbers. Tliey are capable of flexibly 
combine with different kinds of part of speech. Apart from the basic meaning which denotes 
the quantity and ordinal order, they do connote plurals, the whole, and the endlessness. The 
connotative meanings also show the ways people think of their life via real Images and 
things. In addition, diey convey the Thai people's spiritual life which highly appreciates the 
happiness, the richness of experience. 
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1. Ddt van de 
Cdc con so vdn Id nhung ki hieu todn hgc 

chuyen thdnh nhftng ki hieu ngdn ngft dudi 
dgng sl tft. Trong van boa nbdn loai, chftng 
dugc coi Id nhitng Id hiiu mang nghia. 
Ngodi ngbia ban nguyen Id djnh lugng, dim 
ho§c chi thft ty, cac con sd cdn cd khd ndng 
bieu tbi nhftng dgc tinh, nhftng gid tri cfta sy 
vgt hifn tugng ttong tbi gidi. "Ddy Id nhftng 
tu tudng, nhftng chdt lugng, chft khdng phM 
so lugng" [3;828]. Ndi each khac, cdc con 
sl ngodi y nghia thuc con mang y ngbia bilu 
trung. Nghien cftu nghia bilu trung cfta cdc 
con so la co sd de gidi md. nhftng d^c dilm 
vdn hda cua mft ddn tgc, mft cfng ddng. 

Thdnh ngft, tuc ngu la nhung don v\ ngdn 
ngft mang tinh dn dinh cao vl hinh thftc, 
phdn dnh d|c dilm tu duy, giao tilp, tinh 
edm, vdn hda... ddc thft cua mdt ddn tfc, 
dugc xay dyng tten co che bilu trung d^ 
thft cua cdc thdnh td ngdn ngft. Vdi cfng 
ding ddn tfc Thdi d Tdy Bdc, thdnh ngft vd 

tuc ngft dugc ggi chung Id qudm (ldi c6 
vdn). Qua khdo sdt cdc tu lifu: Qudm xon 
cdn, Qudm ehiin Tdy, Qudm chiin Idng vk 
Ldi cd vdn cha ong truyin lgi cfta cdc nhd 
Thdi hgc, bdi vilt tdp trung nghidn cftu y 
nghia bilu trung cfta cdc con sl "chfai", 
"mudi" ttong thdnh ngft, tyc ngft Thdi nhu 
mft CO sd dl tim hiiu nhftng d$c dilm vSn 
hda cfta cfng. dong ddn tgc ddng nhdt Tay 
Bdc ndy. 

2. Gid tri van hda chung cfta con so 
"chin", "mirfri" 

M5i ddn tfc cd quan nifm vl sl "cbfn" 
khdc nhau. Ddi vdi ngudi Azteque "chui" 
gdn vdi thdn Imh, cfta c6i dm vd sy chit. Id 
con sl ddng sg. Trong phdn Idn cdc truyen 
thuylt vl nguIn glc cfta vu try d An Df cd 
chin the gidi trong Idng ddt. Vd quan nifm 
ndy cung phi bien trong nhilu nin vdn hda 
Trung Quoc: "cftu tuyin" hay Vift Nam Id 
"chin su6i". "So chin gdn liln vdi chin idn 
hda thdn cfta Vishnu. Chfta Jesu bj ddng 
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dmh cdu rut vdo gid thft ba, hdp bli vdo gid 
thft sdu vd tdt thd vdo gid thft chhi. Vi the, 
con sl chin ttd thdnh vinh hdng, sy bdt tft 
cfta con ngudi. Id bilu tugng cfta cdi vd so 
trd vl cdi don nhat, nd Id bilu tugng cfta tinh 
lidn kit vu try vd su gidi cftu" [3;80]. 

Ngudi Trung Hoa quan nifm con dudng 
dan din ngai vdng cfta Hodng dl Id chin bdc, 
cdn ggi Id "cftu trftng", cung difn Hodng dl 
gIm chin cfta dl ngdn cdch Vua vdi ngogi 
gidi. Vi "chin" la con sl cfta sy ttdn day, 
hodn hdo, cfta sftc mgnh vd quyIn uy, con s6 
cfta ttdi. Quan nifm vl kilu kiln tnic ndy 
cung dnh hudng Idn ttong vifc xdy dyng 
cung difn cfta nhd vua trilu Nguyen Vift 
Nam. So "chin" Id con s6 cfta ttdi. Vua Id 
thifin tft, xung quanh cimg difn cfta vua dugc 
bao bgc bdi chin con rong thiip vdng chdi 
Igi, hf thdng bgc thIm d tdng nin dudi Id 
chin bfc, trudc m^t difn, s6 bfc cdp budc 
ISn ting cfng Id chin bdc. Trung QuIc quan 
nifm sl ehdn Id Id am sl Id Id duong, so chin 
Id s6 ducmg Idn nhdt ttong hf co so 10.... 

Trong van hda the gidi, s6 "chin" Id mft 
bieu tugng sinh dfng vdi cdc tdng nghia 
phong phft. "Trong thdn thogi Hd me ro cd 
gid trj nghi le tugng trung cho nhftng cufc 
tim kilm hifu qud, tugng tnmg cho vifc 
hodn thdnh cdc nS lyc ho$c kit thuc cho mgt 
cdng vifc sdng tgo" [3; 179] 

D$c bift d Vift Nam vd Trung Quoc, so 
"chin" Id con s6 dugc sftng bdi vd tdn thd. 
Nd gdn vdi sy ki Ig, bi dn. Dd Id qud trinh ki 
difu hodi thai cfta mft sinh Iinh. Vd bdt 
nguIn tft CO sd so "chin" Id ki hifu culi 
cftng trong hf ca s6 mudi, con so culi cftng 
vd cftng Id con s6 Idn nhdt cfta co sl dd, d§n 
din y ngbia "chin" la bilu trung tft cftng cua 
sy sung mdn. 

Con so "mudi" theo Pitago la mft ttong 
nhftng con sl thdn thdnh. "Mudi" Id co sd 
cua tinh todn. Id sl todn v^n nhat trong cdc 
s6. Sl "mudi" Id so dau tign cd hai chft sl. Id 

sl ttdn chyc, bilu hifn sy ddy d§n, ttdn v?n 
nhdt. Dd Id con so hodn chinh din mftc 
khdng thi them cdi gi ddy vdo day dugc nfta. 
Id so hodn thifn din mftc khd dat tdi. Va nlu 
sl "chhi" Id sy kit thftc mft chu ki thi s6 
"mudi" Id sy bdt ddu mft chu ki mdi bilu 
hifn cfta mft vdng tudn hodn bat t$n. Dd Id Ii 
do dl hai con s6 "chin", "mudi" cd bilu 
nghia khd gilng nhau ttong quan nifm van 
hda cung nhu nghf thudt. 

3. Ho^t dfng vd f nghia bieu trung ciia 
cic con sl "chin", "mirdi" trong thanh 
ngfl', tyc ngfr tiing Thdi 

3.1, Hogt dpng cua cdc con sd "chdt", 
"mudi*' irong thdnh ngit, t^c ngit tiing 
Thdi 

3.1.1. Vi tdn sd xudt hipn 
Qua khdo sdt 4 tdi lifu: Qudm xon edn 

(Tyc ngft Thdi) cfta nhdm tdc gid Nd Vdn 
Ndm, edm Thuong, Ld Vdn ST, Tdng Kim 
An, Kim Cuong, Huong Huyen (NXB Vdn 
hda ddn tfc,1978); Qudm chiin tdy (Ldi ran 
ngudi) cfta tdc gid Hodng Tran Nghich 
(NXB Vdn hda ddn tfc, 1993); Qudm chiin 
Idng (Phuong ngdn tyc ngft Thdi) cfta tdc gid 
Hodng Trdn Nghich (NXB Vdn hda ddn tfc, 
1995) vd Ldi c6 vdn eha dng truyin lgi cfta 
tdc gid Hodng Trdn Nghjeh (NXB Vdn hda 
ddn tfc, 2005), chung tdi tim dugc 595 don 
V} thdnh ngft, tyc ngft cd chfta cdc con so tft 
"mft" den "hai muoi". Trong dd, sl "chin" 
(cdu) xudt hifn 56 idn, sl "mudi" (xfp) xudt 
hifn 51 lan, chiim mft ti ttgng tuong dii Idn 
so vdi cdc con s6 khdc. 

3.1.2. Vivf tri vd khd ndng kit hgp 
Cdc con sl "chin", "mudi" cd thi xudt 

hifn d nhilu vi tri khdc nhau ttong thdnh 
ngft, tyc ngft tiing Thdi. Chdng hgn: 

Cd thi Id ddu cdu: (1) ^ chdu khdu/ 
Cdu ehdu 6k (Mudi suy nghi vdo/Chln suy 
nghira) 

ho$c gifta cdu: (2) Md sdm pi bdu lum 
chdu/Quai cdu pi bdu lum phuk fChd ba 
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nam khdng quen chu/Trau chfn nSm khong 
quSn chu6ng) 

Hai con so n^y khdng chl xuat hi^n mpt 
minh m^ cdn c6 the kem thgm cdc con s6 
khdc. Trong d6, con so ket bgp vdi "chin", 
"mudi" khd ph6 biln id s6 "m$t". Vi dy: 

(3) Con nun^ Idnh cdu bane khdu lam 
day kin/Cdu cdn tdnh bdng mmg bdu day kin 
9 M$t ngudi nudng chin 6ng cam lam duQC 
3n/Cliin nguoi nuong mpt dng com lam 
Ididng duî c dn). 

(4) Xip con km ngai bdu to ma quat nune 
Bn khdu (Mudi ngudi dn trua Ididng bdng 
mpt con trau dn iua). 

Rieng s6 "mudi" cd xu hudng kit hpp 
nhilu hon vdi so "ndm". Vi dy: 

(5) Xi^ pdy nd/Bdu to ha ma mtt (Mudi 
phia trudc/ Khdng bdng ndm ndm chde trong 
tay) 

(6) Xis. dua say bdu to ha dua khi (Mudi 
con sit Ididng bdng ndm noi Io) 

(7) ̂ 2 bdtpg bdu to ha bdt khodn (Mudi 
nhdt dao Ididng bdng ndm niidt riu) 

Trong nhilu trudng hpp, so "chin" vd s6 
"mudi" xult hi$n sdng ddi nhu m$t c^p so. 
Vidu: 

(,i)XiRPdk lang mi xip hd khdu chdng di 
ICdupdk tang mi cau mgk ddp bdu di (Mudi 
ngd dudng cd mudi gdi com thi tot/Chin ngd 
dudng cd chin thanh Idem khdng tot) 

(9) Cdu lira JtlXip tua ddk/Pd mo kinh 
vdn thdu (Chin lan thilu/Muoi lan ddi/Lam 
cho ngudi chdng gid). 

(10) Cdu tti xip (Cbiii bd ldm mudi) 
PhJn Idn trong cdc thdnh ngii, tyc ngil 

Thdi, so "chin" v4 "mudi" thudng kit hpp 
trye tilp vdi danh tiir. Dd cd thi Id danh tit sy 
vJt hay trim tupng, dcm vj hay ch4t li$u, con 
ngudi hay thien nhien/dOng v?t, thyc v^... 
Cdc tiiu Ic^ danh tit trong cdc kit hpp ay 
the hi|n npi dung phong phii cia thdnh ngO, 
tyc ngO Thdi. Vi dy: 

(11) Ai ngng tdc cdu Id bdu khgt/fSc cdu 
Igt bdu xla (Rupt thjt qua chin bin khdng 
diit/Qua chhi chp khong lia) 

(12) D$t con ha cdu pdltg kiu pong e/Vlit 
chip pin bdu phdu htf ddy (Lam ngudi cd 
chin d o ^ thdt, d o ^ phlnh/Tai hpa den liic 
ndo chdng hay) 

(13) J^ quam pong bdu to mmg qudm 
xiem (Mudi ldi ndi thdng khdng bdng m$t 
ldi xiic xiem) 

(14) Xip mua ndo xao mua khdu (Mudi 
mila rdt 20 mCia liia) 

Ben c^nh dd, so "chin" vd "mudi" trong 
thdnh ngii, tyc ngil Thdi cdn cd thi kit hpp 
trye tiep vdi dpng tit v4 tinh tir. Ddy Id khd 
ndng kit hpp d$c bi$t cCia con sl trong tiing 
Thdi, khdc vdi con s6 trong tiing Vi|t. 
Chdng h^n: 

(15) Xi^ hif bdu to xdc/Xip lie bdu to 
Idng khdi (Mudi bilt khdng bdng chdm/ 
Mudi khdn khdng bdng th^) 

(16) Xip xSm bdu to x6m mdc phin/JOs. 
xdc nin bdu to nin elm kdu (Mudi chua 
khdng bdng chua qud phdn/Mudi ySu thuong 
khdng bdng ngudi tinh cfl) 

(17) L&u pdng ddng/ Bdng pdng Idu/Ciu 
do xip xong Io (D6i non cjiy rimg gid/Rinig 
gid c$y dii non/Chin nghi mudi hai Io) 

Sy kit hpp trye tilp cua cdc tit chi con s6 
vdi d$ng til, tinh tit nhu trdn thi hi$n ddc 
dilm tu duy cy thi bdng hlnh dnh, hinh 
tupng cila din tpc Thdi. 

Nhu vjy, so "chin" vd "mudi" trong 
thdnh ngil, tyc ngit Thdi cd ddc dilm hô t 
dpng khd Iinh ho ît, phong phii vl vi tri vi 
khd ndng kit hpp. Dd Id tiln de quan trpng 
cho nhiing y nghia bilu trung ciia chiing. 

3.2. Nghta biiu tnmg eda cdc con s6 
"chin", "nui&i" trong thinh ngtt, t\fc ngi 
Thdi 

Cdc con so khi di vdo ngdn ngii trd thdnh 
nhOng ki hi?u ngdn ngil dupe bilu hi?n 
thdng qua hinh thiic ngdn tCt Id cdc s6 tit vdi 
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ngbia goc Id dinh lugng, do dim ho§c chi 
thft ty. Trong thdnh ngft, tuc ngft Thdi, cd sd 
tft sl dem vd so tft thft ty deu dugc sft dyng. 
Dilu dang ndi Id cdc sl tft khi dftng mpt 
minh thi thudng mang nghia cy thi, ngbla 
den. Nhung khi chung kit hgp vdi nhau hodc 
ket hgp vdi cdc tft logi khdc trong thdnh ngft, 
tuc ngft thi Igi cd them nghia khdi qudt, 
nghia bieu trung bat ngd, thft vi. Khdo sdt 
hogt dfng vd ngft nghia cfta so "chin" vd 
'*mudi" trong thdnh ngft, tyc ngft Thdi, 
chftng tdi nhgn thdy chung cd nhftng Idp 
nghia bieu trung sau: 

3.2.1. Biiu trung cho sd nhiiu 
Trong hudng nghia ndy, sd "chin" vd 

"mudi" dugc dftng de chi sl lugng nhilu, 
khdng chinh xdc, khdng the do dem. Dd cd 
thi Id nhftng vat va, cyc nhgc ttong lao 
dfng, muu sinh: 

(18) Mit khdu cdu mft hiia (Mdt bgt thdc, 
chin hgt mo hdi) 

Tuong quan bat cdn xftng giua "mft bgt 
tii6c" (d day so mft dd dugc dn di) vd "chin 
hgt ml hdi" thi hifn nh$n thftc thdu ddo cua 
ngudi Thai ve cdng vifc ddng mfng, ding 
thdi thi hifn thdi df ttdn quy thdnh qud lao 
dfng. Dii vdi ngudi Thai, ldm mfng Id kl 
sinh nhai chde ehdn vd ddi lau ban cd "Xip 
pd eg ma vdy p6 na" (Mudi dng di budn ve 
xin dng lam mfng). Khdng ^ khiln con 
ngudi bat dn nhu mieng dn: 

(19) Cdu tua ut I Xip tua ddk/Pd mo kinh 
vdn thdu (Chin idn tbilu/Mudi idn ddi/Ldm 
cho ngudi chdng gid) 

N^t nghia so nhilu, khdng the do dim cfta 
sl "chin" vd "mudi" frong thdnh ngft, tyc 
ngft Thdi thudng hudng tdi the hifn nhftng 
khia cgnh khdc nhau cfta ddi song con ngudi. 
Dd cd thi Id ddi sing tinh edm, edm xue 
ho$c nhftng ttdi nghifm, ho§c sftc khde, sy 
hieu biet... 

(20) Bdo thdu cdu chua xdo/Bdo xdm xdo 
pak/Vdn duong di (Trai gid qua chin thdi 

gdi/Trai ba muoi tuoi/Ldi ndi nggt nhu 
dudng) 

(21) Dpi eon hu cdu pong kiu pdng i/Vin 
chip pin bdu phdu hy day (Ldm ngudi cd 
chin dogn thdt cd chin dogn phinh/Tai hga 
den luc ndo chd hay) 

(22) Phd thdu pin cdu duang (Ngudi gid 
sinh chin bfnh) 

(23) Hgc can, xim ddi Igm bdu khdt/Bdu 
hgc edn, hiia cau chgt eg cung (Ygu nhau 
sgi to quay khdng dftt/Khdng ydu nhau, rdo 
chin ldp cung dl) 

Hudng bilu trung ndy cho thdy ngudi 
Thdi coi ttgng ddi song tinh edm, edm xftc, 
coi ttgng nhftng trai nghifm. Cdch ndi "chin 
thdi gdi", "chin dogn", "chin bfnh", "chin 
Idp",...trong nhiing ngft lifu ndi tren the hifn 
dgc &km tu duy bdng hlnh dnh, bdng sy vft 
cua ddn tfc Thdi. 

Net nghia bieu tnmg cho cdi rat nhieu 
khiln sl "chin" vd "mudi" frong thdnh ngft, 
tyc ngft Thai cdn dugc dftng de chi sy phon 
thinh, sung mdn, sy giau cd vl cfta cdi vgt 
chdt. Vl dy: 

(24) Ndm ma na to lau/Cdu quai hay ehu 
pi/Mi kin bdu ddn dak (Nude vao mfng 
bdng bich/CbIn trdu cdy quanh ndm/Cd dn 
chdng sg ddi) 

(25) Phdu mi xip hiia tau/Cdu him Ipp/ 
Khong bdu hgy sdc sinh ddng sdng (Udc cd 
mudi dau cfti/ChIn dau Igy/Ciia cdi chdng 
thilu gi) 

3.2.2. Biiu trung cho tong the, todn thi 
Hudng nghia bieu tnmg ndy thudng dugc 

dung de thi hifn tinh ting thi, todn thi cua 
khdi^ gian. Dd cd the Id khdng gian cfta 
thien nhien ho$c khdng gian sinh song cfta 
con ngudi. VI dy: 

(26) Quam di tdc cau ta/Va hgi tde edu 
muang (Ldi tot di chui bIn/Ldi xau di chin 
mudng) 

(27) Quai ddn kin nhd tde cdu pom cp 
don/Quai ddm kin nhd tdc cdu pom cp dam 
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(Trau frdng an cd din chin doi ciing trdng/ 
Trau den an cd din chin ddi cung den) 

(28) Xap idu tdc cdu huan (Uing mgu ri 
tai din chin nha deu nghe) 

"Chin bin", "chin mudng", "chin doi" 
hay "chin nhd" ttong nhung ngft lifu ndi ttdn 
mang nghia Id tdt cd cdc bin, cdc mudng, 
cdc ddi, cdc nhd. Tftc la nhdn mgnh tdi tinh 
ting thi, todn ven cfta dii tugng. 

3.2.3. Biiu tnmg eho su vo cimg vd tgn 
Trong thdnh ngft, tyc ngft Thai, ngbia 

bieu tnmg cho tinh todn thS, tdng frie cfta so 
"chin" vd "mudi" cung dugc dftng dl chi 
thdi gian. Vi dy: 

(29) Muang tan ok, pd khdu/Dd cdu phg 
bdu xdm (Mudng ngudi cd md Ifta/d chin 
ddi cung chdng ua) 

"Chin ddi" d day khdng cdn ngbla dinh 
lugng md bilu tnmg cho tinh vTnb bdng cfta 
thdi gian. Dft cd d bao nhieu ddi tbi vdn 
khdng thi cd tmh cam vdi "mudng ngudi". 

Tft ngbia bilu trung cho cdi rdt nhilu, cdi 
ting the, todn the, sd "chin" vd "mudi" ttong 
thdnh ngft, tyc ngft Thdi cd them nghia bilu 
trung cho sy vd cftng, vd tfn. Ndt ngbia ndy 
xuat hifn ttong nhung nhdn dinh ddy tinh 
triet li vl ddi sing con ngudi ma tmdc hit Id 
ddi song tinh cam. 

Dd id thai df coi ttgng, dl cao quan hf 
buylt tfc. VI dy: 

(30) Ai ngng tde cdu lin bdu khdt/Toe cdu 
chgt bdu xia (Anb em din chin thdi khdng 
dftt^en chin ddi khdng bd) 

(31) Ai ngng tdc cmi td bdu khgt/Tdc cdu 
Igt bdu xia (Anh em quan chin bin khdng 
dut/Xuong chin chg khdng lia) 

Trong ddi song tinh edm cfta ngudi Thdi, 
ngudi tinh cfi cd mft vi tri dgc bift quan 
ttgng. Thdnh ngu, b̂ c ngft Thdi cho thdy thih 
cam danh cho ngudi tinh cfi dugc m ^ nhien 

thfta nh$n la khdng cd dilm kit thftc. Tftc Id 
vd tdn, vd cftng. VI dy: 

(32) Xip^ xdm bdu to xdm mdc phenlXip 
xde nen bdu to nen ehu kdu (Mudi chua 
khdng bdng chua qud phen/Mudi ySu thuong 
khdng bdng ngudi tinh cu) 

Qua khdo sdt ngft lifu, chting tdi nĥ n 
thdy hudng nghia bilu trung cho sy vd cfing 
vd tgn cfta s6 "chin" vd "mudi" thudng 
huong vl khdng dinh gia tri vmh hdng ciia 
tinh edm, tinh thdn chft khdng phdi quyIn 
lyc hay cfta cdi vdt chat. Dd cftng Id mft dac 
dilm vdn hda ridng cfta cgng ddng ddn tfc 
Tlidi. 

4. Kit lu$n 
Trong thdnh ngft, tyc ngft cfta dan tfc 

Thai, so "chin" vd "mudi" cd tdn so xudt 
hifn khd day so vdi cdc con sl khdc. Chiing 
cd khd ndng kit hgp linh hogt vdi cdc so tCr, 
danh tft, ke cd dgng tft vd tinh tft. Ngoai 
nghia bdn the chl so lugng vd sl thft ty, s6 
"chin" vd "mudi" cdn mang nghia bilu 
trung khd phong phft, thg hifn d^ tnmg 
riSng trong tu duy vd vdn hda cfta cfng ding 
ddn tfc Thdi. Dd Id loi tu duy trye quan 
tiidng qua cdc lunh dnh, sy vft cy thi. D6 Id 
lli sing ttgng tinh cam, nilm vui, ttgng sy 
gidu cd vl frdi nghifm bon sy gidu cd vk ciia 
cdi vgt chdt. 
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