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NGOAI NGg VOl BAN N G S ] 

NHij>jG L 6 I SAI c a BAN 
VE CACH SU" DVNG QUAN X f TRONG VAN BAN 

HQC THU.^T TIENG ANH CUA NGUCfl VIET 
SOME ERRORS IN USING ARTICLE 

IN ENGLISH ACADEMIC WRITING BY VIETNAMESE LEARNERS 
PHAN THI NGQCLE 

(NCS-ThS; Dfi hpc Ngo î ngii', DHQG Hd Nfi) 
Abstract: This article emphasizes some common problems encounteied by Vietnamese 

learners with article usage in English academic writing. We collected 96 master theses fiom 
postgraduate students at University of Languages and International Studies, Vietnam 
National University (VNLI) to analyze some errors related to English article usage. The 
results show that the postgraduate students have a variety of errors in English article usage 
due to the effect of their mother tongue. It is expected that understanding linguistic 
differences in terms of the definiteness and indefiniteness m nouns between students' mother 
tongue (LI) and English may help the learners to reduce interference fiom their first 
language. 
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1, Dannhfp dyng mft don vi ngon ngft bdng cdch md 
1) Lido nghien cihi: (}udn t i "till hifn sy ngudi bdn ngtt ho^c ngudi gidi tieng dd eho 

nli bft trong bit Id sy phdn tich l3i nao" [1]. Id sai h ( ^ cho Id hpc chua (Qy di" [3] 
S ^ bift, tiong nhiing nghifn ciu tgp trung 
vdo dii tupng Id ngudi chiu A hpc tilng Anh, 
cy till l i ngudi Nhft Ban v4 Tnmg (Jufic, cdc 
tdc gid ffi ehing minh loi sai vl qudn t i 
chiem tan suit cao trong so cdc l3i phi biin 
tiong tilng Anh [2]. Tuy nhien, theo ching 
tdi dupe bilt, chua ed mft nghidn cihi ndo d 
trong vd ngodi nude dupe tien hdnh dk tim 
hilu sdu vl nhihig l5i sai co ban tirong cdch 
si dyng qudn t i cia ngudi Vift khi vilt tilng 
Anh, d|ic bift Id vdi nhdm dii tupng hpc vifn 
cao hpc. Xuit phdt t i yfu ciu fliyc tiln dd. 

Truyin thing dgy-hpc ngogi ngft thudng 
xem, "lli" nhu mft sy cdn trd cho qud trinh 
hpc tilng. Din ndm 1967, quan <£lm nay dd 
dupe xda bd khi Corder [4] dua ra mft cdch 
nhin mdi dii vdi lli cia ngudi hpc ngdn ngft 
dich. Tdc gid coi l3i Id mft nhdn t l ed Ipi cho 
gido vifn, nhd nghifn cihi vd bdn thdn ngudi 
hpc. Theo dd, "loi" eia ngudi hpe ngfin ngft 
dich khdng ehi Id khdng thi tidnh khdi md 
"lli" la mft bf phfn cin thilt, tich cue eia 
qud trinh hpe ngdn ngft dich. 

3) Khdi ni$m "vdn bdn hgc thudt" 
bdi viet nghidn ciu nhiing lli sai co bdn vl (Academic Writing): Theo Alice Oshima vd 

. . . . . . , . . i , .,. ^ Si _* A xj / inn / i \ rci ,j<_ UA— 1 *i s. lA cdch s i dyng qudn t i tifng Anh trong mft so 
bdi vilt tilng Anh hpc thuft eia hpc vifn Vift 
Nam tgi Trudng Dai hpc Ngogi ngft, 
DHQGHN, t i dd cd flll ed nhiing khdi qudt 
rfng hon dii vdi sinh vifn Vift Nam ndi 
chung. 

2) Qutm niem vi Idi: Theo Jack C. 
Ridiarf, "L5i cia ngudi hpe li hifn tupng sft 

Ann Hogue (2000) [5], vdn bdn hpc fliuft 1 
mft logi hinh vdn bdn dupe yfu ciu s i dyng 
trong mdi trudng d î hpc. Nd khdc vdi nhiing 
lli hdnh vdn khdc (ty tniyfn, vdn hpc, bdo 
chi, kinh doanh,...) d ba d^ tinh: khdn gid 
(audience), vdn phong (writing style), vd myc 
dich vilt (purpose). Cung nhu hai tdc gid 
Alice Oshima vd Ann Hogue, Labaree [6] coi 
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vdn phong vd myc dich viet Id hai d§c tinh 
quan trpng eia vdn phong hpc thudt Ngodi 
ra, Labaree cdn dl cfp dm hai d^ tinh khdc 
Id cdch lya chpn t i ngft vd s i dyng ngdi thi 
ba, chi khdng hudng vao dii tupng ngudi 
dpc nhu hai tdc gid tif a Cdn d ttong nude, 
Nguyin Mmh Hoa (1997) [7] dinh nghia vdn 
bdn hpc fliuft chhih 14 nhflng vdn bdn dupe 
dp dyng tirong mdi tiudng hpe fliuft nhdm 
truyin tdi tiri thie khoa hpc. 

Trong bdi vilt ndy, ching tdi quan nifm 
vdn bdn hpc fliuft 14 mft logi hhlh vdn bdn 
dupe yfu ciu s i dyng trong mdi tiudng dgi 
hpc, vdi ba d$c tinh eo bdn Id: khdn gid, vdn 
phong, vd myc dich vilt theo cdc tifu chi cia 
Alice Oshima vd Ann Hogue [5]. 
4) Ve qudn tit tieng Anh vd tiing Viet: 

Trudc tifn, cd flil fliiy hf fliing qudn t i 
trong tilng Anh khd phic tgp. Thfm chi, cdc 
nhd ngfin ngft hpc vin cdn cd nhiiu tranh cdi 
vl bdn chit cia tinh xde dinh (definiieness) -
nhdn tl chinh dl phdn bift cde logi qudn ti. 
Trong nghidn ciu ndy, ching tli lay bdng 
phdn log! cdch ding qudn t i tilng Anh dupe 
dl xuit bdi Quirk (1985) [8] cfing bo tiong 
cuin A comprehensive grammar of the 
English Itmguage dl Idm khung chim so 
sdnh vdi hf tiling qudn t i tilng Vift. 

Trong gidi Vift ngft hpc, ed mft sl nhd 
nghidn ciu ho$c khdng ndi ^ den vin dl 

nhit tiri eho ring tilng Vift cd qudn ti. Chi Di 
<filu danh sdch qudn tit tilng Vift tixing c^ 
cfing ti'hih khdc iihau khdng dupe thong nh '̂ 
Nhiiu nhd nghifn ciu thudng xdc dinh l | 
thing qudn tit tilng Vift gim cd: nhOng cic, 
mdt vd qudn t i zero ([9], [10], v.v.). Cao 
Xudn Hgo cing cd lie cho nhiing t i ndy li 
qudn ti, nhung sau dd fing nhfn thiy nhimg 
chi Id mft lupng t i fliuin tily [11]. 

2. Kit qui khdo sdt 
2.L Cdc thtK tiin hinh 
- Trong nghifn ciu ndy ching tfi si dyng 

2 phuong phdp chi ylu Id: llPhuangph^ 
phdn tich 161 cda diflig hgc: nhdm thong ki, 
phdn tich vd phdn logi ifliQng loi xuit biffe; 
trong lufn viai cao hpc cia hpc vi^.^ 
2/Phuang pht^ phdng vdn true tiip: sg dupe 
tiln hdnh vdi mft nhdm hpe vifn n ^ nhiSn 
tixmg nhdm dii tupng dd vilt bdi de lam lo 
cdc nguyin nhdn lifn quaiL 

- Cdch thirc thu thS> vdphdn tich da Ben­
ching tdi tiln hdnh fliu th^ 96 luan vdn cao 
hpc vilt bing tilng Anh eia ngudi hpc Vî  
Nam tgi Tnidng Dgi hpc Ngogi ngtt, 
DHQGHN. Ching tdi s i dyng Bdng phdn 
logi cdch dimg qudn tit tiing Anh [8] lim 
khung chuin dl xdc dinh tifu chi phdn lo^ 
cde nhdm III lifn quan din qudn t i tilng Aril 
eia hpc vifn ngudi Vift. 

2.2. Kit qui thing kg 
qudn ti ; hofc khdng djnh mft cdch hiln ngfin I>ya vdo Bdng phdn logi cdch dung qudk 
rdng trong tilng Vift khfing cd qudn tii, vi rtr tiing Anh [8] ldm tifu chi phdn logi W 
cho rdng tieng Vift khdng cd tft ndo giing ching tdi rit ra dupe tin suit ding cdc lo^ 
nhu qudn tir (article) trong cac tilng chdu Au. qudn tii cy till (ehiAi vd chua ehiSn) hong 
Tuy nhifn phan Idn gidi Vift ngtt hpc deu bdng dudi ddy: 

Bdng l! Bang tan suit cdc logi qudn tiir Jnyc dung biH hpe vien Vift Nam 
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2.3. Thdo lu^n 
Tntlnig hgp 1: Danh tit chi Tin (Names) 
Nhin chung, hgc vifn Vift Nam khfing gfp 

nhieu khd khdn khi s i dyng hinh thiic bd 
hong trudc logi t i (null) vdi tfn rifng. Chi 
trong mft vai trudng hpp, hpc vifn s i dyng 
qudn tii the, bdi hpe vifn cd flie (K nhim lin 
gifta mft tfn rifng vdi mft danh tii chi tfn di 
vdi the. Nhu mft hpc vifn da chia sd tixmg 
phdng vin: "Em khdng phdn biit dugc tin 
riing vd bi danh (pseudo-nantes), vl ddi khi 
cd hai diu chi tin dja 11". "i kiln cia hpc 
vifn ndy hodn todn xde ddng bdi nhdm tfn 
riing vd bi danh diu ed tnidng hpp chl dia II. 
Vi dy: France, the Huong J!rver...Thfm vdo 
dd, ddi khi mft sl danh t i dupe s i dyng 
trong nhthig trudng hpp khfing phi biin. Vi 
dy: ta ed cdu "/ went by bus" nhung Igi ndi 
"/ took the bus". Van dl d chl, dudng nhu 
hpc viln khfing nhfn ra dupe ttgng flidi djc 
bift eia mft danh t i dupe s i dyng nhu mft 

bl danh. Trong nhiing trudng hpp danh t i chi 
tfn Id bi danh, thay d̂ s i dyng qudn t i the, 
hpc vien fliiidng s i dyng hinh thic bd trIng 
trudc logi tft (null), cd khd ndng bdi hpc vifn 
nhfn ra cdc bl danh Id cdc danh t i chl tin, 
nhung Igi khfing bilt logi danh t i ehi tfn ndo 
Id di vdi i/ie (vi dy nhu tfn sdng,..,). Mft hpe 
vifn chia sf nhu sau: "Bdi khi em hay nhim 
Idn gaia trudng hgp nao nin su dipig "the" 
vd trudng hgp ndo khdng sit dipig "the". Vi 
dv: University of Hdng Bdng, nhung Igi Id 
The University ofTechnology,...". 

Nhu vfy, dii vdi nhdm danh t i chi tfn, 
hpe vifn Vift Nam hay ed xu hudng si dyng 
hinh thic bd ttong tinnSx: logi t i (null) vd g$p 
khd khdn trong vifc nhfn difn cdc ttudng hpp 
ngogi If. 

Trtrdng hfp 2: Danh tir chl mdt logi 
(unique type) 

Trong tiudng hpp ndy, hiu hit cdc hpe vifn 
s i dyng hinh thic bd tilng trudc logi t i 
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(null) eho cde danh t i chi ching logi (generic 
sense) hofe danh t i mang ngfaia chung 
(general sense), thay vi s i dyng qudn t i the 
flieo ding quy tdc chuia Khi hdi vl nguyfn 
nhdn eia cdch si dyng ndy thi mft hpe vifn 
cd gidi thich Id do trong tilng Vift nhiing 
danh t i mang nghta chung thudng khdng cd 
qudn t i di tiudc nd nen hpe vifn do dp dyng 
quy tic ndy cho tilng Anli. 

Ching tdi thay li do ma cde hpc vien dua 
ra Id khd hpp li. Trong tilng Vift, hinh thiic 
bd trong trudc logi tft (null) thudng dupe 
ding trudc mft danh tft dim dupe vdi nghia 
xdc dinh, tiic Id ngudi s i dyng phdi bift T5 
danh t i dd Id vl doi tupng ndo. Ddc diem ndy 
Igi tring hpp vdi nhdm danh t i Id cde till logi 
ridng bift khi cde danh tft ndy thudng Id danh 
t i sl it vi Id thdnh vien eia mft hf thing 
phan cip hodc mang tinh dia phuong/ todn 
cau. Vi dy: the lion, the conqmter, the pope, 
the supermarket,...Chisih vi hpe vifn Vift 
Nam nhdn ra dupe cde ddc diim nay nen dd 
dp dyng ding quy tic trong tilng Vift li 
khfing si dyng qudn t i phia trudc cde danh t i 
dd, thay vi phdi sft dyng qudn tii xdc dinh the 
dl chi mft logi thufc mft hf thing phdn eip. 

Trudng hpp 3: Danh tit Id mdt trudng 
hgp duy nhit dugc xdc dinh (uniquely 
identified instance) 

Dii vdi nhftng danh t i d nhdm ndy, ching 
ta phdi s i dyng qudn t i xdc dinh the tiong cd 
3 trudng hpp: 1/ Nhfn fliie ti^c tiep. VI dy: a 
book - the book: 2/ Nhfn fliic gidn tiip. Vi 
dy: a book - the author: i/Nhgn fliic dya trfn 
boi cdnh. Vi dy: the roses (in a garden). 

Qua khdo sdt so lifu fliyc tl, trong tiudng 
hpp nhfn fliirc tive tiip, hiu hit hpc vifn diu 
si dyng the, mft so it s i dyng a, vd rit it s i 
dyng qudn t i zero vd null. Tuy nhifn, tiong 
trudng hpp nhdn thic gian flip vd nhdn fliic 
dya tirfn bli cdnh thi so lupng hpc vien chpn 
cdc qudn til a, zero, null tdng ifn nhiiu hon. 

Nguyin nhan cd flil Id hpc vifn cd flil 
nhfn ra tmh xdc dinh eia danh tii, vd s i dyng 
qudn t i zero hofe hhih fliic bd tiong trudc 

logi t i (null) nhu trong tilng Vift Ching la 
xdt din cdch diing cia qudn t i zero hojc hliji 
fliie bd t i ^ tnidc logi t i tiong tilng Vift di 
gidi thich vl sy s i dyng khdng chuin xdc cia 
hpc vifn. 

Trudc tiin, hinh fliic bd tiong trudc lô i 
tft (null) thudng xuit hifn vdi nhflng cym 
danh t i gim ed phin trudc Id danh t i ehi lo^ 
(classifiers) dim dupe sl It vd phin sau li 
danh t i khong dim dupe. Mfnh dl danh ngtt 
lie ndy dupe coi Id dd xdc dinh. VI dy: 

(1) (a) [Null] Ngudi dn mdy chd diy ti 
Idu: "The beggar has waited therefor a loi^ 
time." 

(b) Tfii gSp mft ong gid trong cdng 
Vila 6ng gid trfing rit ylu: "/ met an old 
man in the park The old man looked very 
weak." 

Trong vf dy (la) hinh thic bd tilng tiudc 
logi tft (null) dupe sft dyng vdi danh t i dim 
dupe ngirdi dn mdy (beggar) bdi vi ngudi Sn 
mdy dd dupe xdc dinh Id ai ttong ngft cdnh. 
Trong vi dy (lb), qudn t i m0t d vl thi nhit 
dupe thay the bdi hinh thic bd tilng tiuic 
loai t i (null) khi danh tii dim dupe dng giii 
(old man) dupe nhdc Igi d vl sau. Trong 
trudng hpp dd, hinh thie bd tilng tiudc loji 
t i (null) giing vdi cdch s i dyng khi chi cila 
fte trong tilng Anh. 

Trdi Igi, qudn t i i5ng (zero) fliudng dupe 
ding vdi cdc danh t i khfing dim dupe, khing 
xdc dinh ho^c chi ching logi [10]. 

(2) Bd dn lia: Cow eat rice ("(2ows are 
eating rice"). 

Trong vf dy tifn, bd Id mft danh t i khii, 
cd thi dupe hilu Id "mft con bd" hojc 
"nhftng con bd". Tuy nhien, Cao Xuan H(io 
(1999) [II] chi ra rdng danh t i khii tiong 
tilng Vift mang thih trung Ifp vl thih xic 
dinh (definiteness) hofc bit dinh (nofr̂ . 
definiteness). Vi vfy, vi dy ti-fn cd flil du?c 
hilu Id "mft vai con bd", "bd nhd ching tli", 
"bi nhd anh iy". Diin dd ed flll gidi flilch tji 
sao troi^ nhiing trudng hpp danh t i khii 
dupe nhdc Igi lin hai tfal qudn t i ring (zero) 
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dupe s i dyng chft khfing phdi Id ding hhih 
fliic bd ttong tiudc logi t i (null). Dudi ddy Id 
mft vidy: 

(3) a: Tfii mdi vtia mua mft tin ciit (7 
have Just bought a ton of sand) 

b: Anh dl cat ft ddu? (Where did you 
leave the sand?) 

Ti cdt trong vl dy (3b) dm chi tft coi trong 
vi dy (3a). Ddy Id mft danh tft khoi nfn qudn 
t i long (zero) dupe sft dyng. Trong tilng 
Anh, thi quan tft the dupe s i dyng vl cdt dd 
dupe xdc dinh. Trong tilng Vift, qudn t i rSng 
(zero) hay hinh thftc dl trlng trudc logi t i 
(null) dupe sft dyng lie ndo Id tiy thufc vdo 
logi danh t i dupe s i dyng trong ngft cdnh. 
NIU diy Id mft danh t i dim dupe flil ding 
hinh thic dl trlng trudc logi t i (null); ngupc 
Igi, qudn t i rong (zero) dupe sft dyng niu diy 
Id mft danh t i khoi. Tuy nhifn, cd till fliiy 
trong vi dy tifn, t i edf d vi dy (3b) cd till dm 
chi mgt tdn cdf d vi dy (3a). Neu nhu vfy, flii 
ching ta ed thi hodn todn s i dyng hinh thic 
dl ttong trudc loai t i (null) fliay vi dimg qudn 
tit ring (zero), vi nfu ching ta thfm mft danh 
ti dim dupe id tin phia trudc danh t i cdt thi 
^ nghia eia cdu khfing thay dii. Nguyen Tdi 
cin (1975) [9] dd cung cap vi dy sau day dl 
minh hpa cho tnidng hpp trfn. 

(4) [ ] Qud lyu dgn tring limg Lan. Lan 
hit nd xufing. [ ] Lifu djn no: "77ic grenade 
UtLan's back. Lan thrust it off. The grenade 
exploded." 

Trong vf dy tifn, lifu dgn dupe nhdc Igi 
trong vl sau, vdi sy lupc bd danh t i dim 
dupe qud, vd nd dm chi eho qud lifu dgn (a 
grenade) dupe nhdc tdi trudc dd. Bdng cdch 
flilm danh t i dim dupe qua vdo ve sau, 
Nguyin Tdi Cin (1975) [9] dd nit ra kit lufn 
ling nghia cia cdu khfing hi thay doi. Do dd, 
hinh thftc bd trlng trudc logi tft (null) ed the 
dupe s i dyng trong tnidng hpp ndy. 

Tdm Igi, nhu dd phdn tich d tifn, ttong tilng 
Vift cd hai hinh thie khfing ding qudn tft, dd 
Id: qudn tft iSng (zero) vd hinh thiic bd trong 
hudc loai tft (nuU). Vdi hau hit nhiing danh 

t i mang nghia npi chi (tic Id da dupe de c|p 
trong edu trudc dd) tU trong tilng Anh s8 
phdi di vdi rAe khi xuat hifn tixmg vl sau, 
nhimg ttong tilng Vift, sau khi mft danh t i 
dim dupe dupe nhdc tdi (vf dy: qud lyu dgn), 
tfal mft danh tft khdng dim dupe cd thi dupe 
s i dyng khi nhic Igi (vi dy: lyu dgn). Trong 
tiudng h ^ dd, qudn t i zero sd dupe s i dyng. 
Bfn cgnh dd, trudng hpp ddc bift s i dyng 
hinh thiie bd trong trudc logi t i (null) dupe 
Nguyin Tdi Cin dl cfp tixmg vi dy (4) cd flif 
Idm ngudi hpc Vift Nam phdn van chpn gifta 
the vd hinh fliic bd trlng trudc losj t i (null) 
khi mft danh t i tilng Anh dupe nhic Igi d ve 
sau. 

Trudng hfip 4: Danh tit Id mgt trudng hgp 
thirc ti (actual instance) 

Ci)Danhtitsdlt 
Dii vdi nhiing danh t i sl it dim dupe 

trong nhdm ndy, hiu hit hpc vifn diu s i 
dyng chinh xde qudn tft a. Tuy nhifn, cd mft 
so hpe vidn vin sft dyng qudn t i the, zero, 
hodc null. 

Nguyfn nhdn hpc vifn Vift Nam van ed 
khuynh hudng s i dyng qudn t i zero hodc 
null trong tnidng hpp ndy ed thi Id do b) dnh 
hudng bdi cdch dimg qudn t i mdt trong tilng 
Vift Mdt tixmg tilng Vift dupe nhiiu nhd 
Vift ngft hpc nhit tri coi Id quin t i bit dinh. 
Tft Mgt thudng di cing vdi cde danh t i dim 
dupe vd cd nhfhig danh tft khfing dim dupe 
(trong trudng hpp nhfing danh t i khfing dim 
dupe ndy dupe hilu nhu dim dupe). Vi dy: 

(5) a. Mft I bdnh mi: A loaf of bread 
b. Mftmilngfliit: A piece of meat 
c. Cho tfii mft cafd dd: Ccm I have a 

(glass of) coffee with ice, please? 
Trong vi dy (5a), mdt dupe ding vdi danh 

tft dim dupe d (loaf), nhung Igi khfing thi di 
cing vdi danh t i khfing dim dupe bdnh mi 
(bread), hay thit (meat) nhu trong vi dy (5b), 
tri phi khi danh tft cd nghia dim dupe nhu 
trong vf dy (5c). Trong nhftng vf dy trfn, mgt 
tuong dii giing vdi qudn t i a trong tilng 
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Anh vl mlit khfing xdc dinh (non-definite) vd 
si dyng cy thi (specific use). 

Tuy nhifn, "mdt + Dttnh ta" dudng nhu 
khfing tuong duong vdi "a + Noun" (danh 
ti) trong kit cdu danh tinh Idm vi nga 
(piedieate nominative constructions) vd cdch 
dimg chi chiing logi (generic use). 

Mdc di van cd thi s i dyng vdi nghia khfing 
sd chi (non-referential meaning), nhung eau 
dudng nhu thiiu tinh ty nhifn khi "mgt + 
Danh tir" dupe s i dung trong kit ciu danh 
tinh ldm vi ngft. Trong nhiing trudng hpp 
ndy, ngudi ta thudng sft dyng danh t i khii dl 
fliay flll. Vidy: 

(6) a Anh iy Id kisu. 
h. Anh ay Id mdt Idsu. 
"He is tm engineer" 

Cd flll fliiy, vi dy (6a) Id ding ngft phdp 
hdi H su (engineer)̂  Id mft danh t i khfii 
(mass noun) trong tilng Vift vd di vdi qudn 
tit zero. Cung cd ngudi Ifp lufn idng vi dy 
(6b) la chip nhfn dupe, nhung sy eh^ nhfn 
khifn cudng dd cd flil Id hi vifc mft so gido 
vien ngogi ngft cd xu hudng dich ciu trie 
tilng Anh tuong img vdi "mft ngudi kl su" 
(one engmeer) tiong tilng Vift Nhir vfyi, 
tiong nhftng ciu tiic nhu kit ciu danh tinh 
ldm vi ngft dupe de edp phia trfn, mdt khong 
hiong duong vdi a trong tilng Anh bdi eau 
tilng Vift hrong ing s i dyng mft danh t i 
khfing dim dupe. Do vfy, vifc s i dyng qudn 
hi bit dinh tiong kit ciu danh thih ldm v\ ngft 
cd till s5 Id mft khd khdn dii vdi hpe vifn 
Vift Nam. 

(U) Danh tir Ididi 
Dii vdi danh t i khii trong tiudng hpp 

fliyc tl, hiu hit hpc vifn diu s i dyng chhih 
xdc qudn t i zero, nhung cung cd mft sl ding 
qudn tii a. Khi dupe hdi fliem vl cdch ding 
ndy, flll cdc hpe vifn ed ndi Id hp hilu rd 
nhiing danh t i ndy mang nghia bit dinh, 
nhung hp khd boi rli khi phdi quylt dinh xem 
danh tit ndy Id dim dupe hay khfing dim 
dupe. Quan diim ndy eia hpe vifn tring vdi 
nhftng gi dupe tdc gid Goto Bufler (2002) [2] 

nghifn eihi vl tinh dem dupe cia danh ti li^ 
dfi tupng Id cdc smh vifn ngudi Nhft Bii 
Trong cdc lufn vdn cia hpc vifn Vift Nam, 
hpc vifn cd thi mdc iSi sai vdi nhftng danh ti 
nhu damage. Mft danh t i nhu damage cd thi 
dupe ding nhu mft danh tft dim dupe (vl die 
damages - tiin bdi thudng thiit hgi), via rf 
flll dupe ding nhu mft danh tii khfing d^ 
dupe (vf dy: damage - sv thiit hgi). Chinh 
dieu ndy dS gdy khd khdn cho hpe viln tmng 
vifc lya chpn qudn tft chinh xdc. Hpc vifn c6 
the dl ddng ding qudn t i a dl tgo flidnh a 
damage vl nghl ring ddy chinh Id dgng thiie 
sl it cia danh tft so nhiiu damages. 

(iii) Danh tu sd nhiiu 
D I I vdi danh tft sl nhiiu trong trudng hjj 

fliyc tl, qua bdng sl lifu fliu dupe t i cdc Bl; 
luan vdn, ching tdi nhfn thiy cd mft sl 1^ 
vien fliay vi s i dyng qudn tft ding Id some 
hofe zero flil hp Igi cd khuynh hudng si dpg 
qudn t i the. 

Nguyen nhdn eia hifn tupng ndy cd thi 
bdt nguon t i su dnh hudng cia vifc dfing 
qudn t i rMing va cdc trong tieng Vift. NhSng 
vd cdc Id nhfing tft dl chi s6 nhilii. ChiSng 
fliudng dupe ding vdi danh tii tip hgp 
(collective nouns) vd danh t i dem duic 
(count nouns) dl chi sl nhiiu. Tuy nhii, 
nghia cia ching khdc nhau. NIU cdc dfing 
"dl dft danh tii vdo trong flil fliilt dinh chinh 
xdc [...] nfu Ifn mft tfp hpp sy vft, nSu ni(| 
cdch ttpn vpn khong bd sdt, nfu md khdng» 
ed mft i n ^ dem tfp hpp dd dii Ifp vdi n̂ t 
tap hpp ndo khdc" [9], flii tiii lai nhiing dfing 
de d?t danh t i vdo trong till fliilt dinh khfng 
chmh xdc. Lie dd "danh t i khfing neu l!o 
mft tfp hpp sy vat vdi bdn flidn tft) hpp J? 
vft dd nfta, md ndu Id dl dii chilu vdi ni?t 
tdp hpp khdc - tap hpp edn lai - sau khi dl 
tdch nd ra khdi tap hpp Idn hon" [9]. 

NIU nhOng vd cdc dupe so sdnh vdi ci 
qudn tft trong tilng Anh, cd flil thiy ring Hf 
phan bift vl nghta dupe trinh bdy ndi trfn 
trong tilng Vift Igi khdng he tin tgi ttong 
tieng Anh. Cdc bilu flii tuih tli ii 
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^maximality), thudng tuong duong nghTa vdi 
c&c danh tu chi Idili (reference mass) yh v6i 
c4u triic the + danh tit sd nhiiu trong t i ^ 
Anh.Vid\u 

(7) Cdc cdi chia khoa d dau? "Where are 
the keys?" 

(8) Thua cdc ong vjl cdc bi : "Ladies and 

Ngugrc 1̂ » cau tnic nh^g + m$nh di 
danh ngit lai danh diu ranh ^di giOa m$t t|p 
hpp khdc - t$p h9p con l̂ i - sau khi ^ tdch 
n6 ra khdi tdp hpp Idn horn. Vi v|ly, nd tuor^ 
duong nghia vdi each diling khi3r chi 
(cat^horic use) ciia the vd vdi cau tnic there 
+ 6e + (some) m$nh de tkmh ngit trong ti^ng 
Anh. VI d\i: 

(9) a. Nhung nguoi song sdt (tCr nhfing 
dgt sdng ^akn a chdu A): The survivors (of 
tsunamis in Asia)" 

b. Cd nhihig ngudi s6ng sdt kk 
rSng...: "There tire (some) survivors telling 
that..." 

S\i khdc bi^t nay cd th^ gdy ra m^t s6 khd 
khdn cho ngudi Vift khi siic dyng h$ di6ng 
qudn tit tiing Anh. Vi trong tieng Vi^t, nhiing 
vd cdc ludn (fi vdi nhOng danh tuc s6 nhieu 
nSn khi dung danh tCi s6 nhiiu trong cdc vdn 
bdn bdng tiaig Anh, ngudi Vift hay cd thdi 
quen d}ch cdc danh tu: so nhiiu ndy tiidnh 
"nhiing ...." hoac " c ^ ..." nhu trong tiing 
Vi?t Vd nhu phdn tich d tr6n, trong h ^ h^ 
cdc trudng hgrp ciia nMmg vd cdc khi so sdnh 
tuoi^ duoi^ vdi cdch diing trong tieng Anh 
thi vifc sir dyng qudn tir tlw Id kha pho biin 
(Vi dv 7 vd 9). Bieu nay Ii giai t?ii sao ngudi 
Vift cd thdi quen siJc dving qudn tiJf the trong 
cdc Irudi^ hgp vdi danh tii so nhieu. 

Tru&ng App 5; Danh tit Id mdt trudng 
hgp bdt ki (arbitrary instance) 

Trong tnidng h<^ ^ b^t ki (arbitrary 
instances), hpc viSn it mdc iSi sai vi cdc danh 
tir ciing tuong dii rd rang. Niu mft danh tCr 
Id danh tCr si It, nd se di kbm vdi qudn tii a, 
niu khong sg <fi ciing vdi quan tir zero ho^ 

. hhlh thiic bd trong trudc lo^ tCr (null). Trong 

nhdm ndy, ti If mdc l5i sai cua hgc viSn clii 
chiim 3.64% tr6n t6ng si 12.26% ti If diing. 
Mft so it hpc vifin g^ khd Ididn trong nhdm 
ndy khi sii dyng qudn t^ the nhu trong cdu "It 
was *the nice fence", cd thi bdi danh tir d 
day dupe diing giong vdi nhdm danh tii mang 
n ^ a chung dcm nhdt (unique type generic 
sense). Mft nguySn nhin khdc cOng cd the 
dupe if gjdi tii sy dnh hudng cOa cdch sii 
dyng qudn tic mdt trong tiing VifL Nhu ^ 
phSm tich d trSn, "mdt + Danh tit" khdng 
phdi la cdch dich tuong iing cho "a + Noun" 
trong trudng hpp danh tii clii chiing lo^ 
(^neric use). Vf dy nhu cdu "A lion is a 
mtmtmal" khdng dupe dich Id "Mdt con su tic 
Id loai ddng vdt cd vii" md dupe djch sang 
tiing Vift vdi cdch hiiu nhu trong c ^ **Arty 
typical representtition of the lion is a 
mtmtmal". Vd cdch ndi Ihdng thudng trong 
tiing Vift se Id: "Su tit Id thd/ddng vdt cd 
vii", "Su tix thudc Idp thO/ddng vgt cd vu" 
hay "Sir tU la mdt loai thO/dgng vdt cd vii." 

VI v§y thay vi plidi sur dyng quan tCr bat 
dinh a cho cdc danh tfir chi chung lo^ nhu vi 
dy tr€n, ngudi Vift tfaudi^ hay sit dyng qudn 
tii the ho$c bd tring qudn t^ do cdch dich 
giiia hai ngdn ngfi khdng tuong xiing. 

Trudng hfp 6: Danh tit Id mdt trudng 
hifp qify chiiu theo sd ddng (reference mass) 

Trong nhdm mlu cdu chiia nhth^ danh tii 
Id mpt trudng hpp quy chieu tiieo so ddng, 
h4u hit s6 mSu cdu sai diu sii dyng qudn tCr 
the trong cd hai nhdm danh tii khii vd danh 
tir si nhiiu thay vi qudn tCt zero theo diing 
quy tdc ngQ phdp. Loi sai ndy cd thi bit 
nguin tii vifc hpc vi8n g$p khd khdn trong 
vifc phan bift gitia tinh bit djnh vd tinh xdc 
djnh cua danh tii, cung nhu Ididng phdn bift 
dupe tfnh dim dupe ciia danh tii. £)oi vdi cdc 
hgc viSn Vift Nam, dya vdo sy gidi thich 
trong p h ^ phdng van cda cdc hpc vien vi 
vifc sii dyng the trong nhdm danh tCr ndy, 
chiing tdi thu dupe mft si sy gidi thich nhu 
sau: "Khi tHaig mgt danh tu em khdng chdc 
ldm danh tu dd cd dim du^rc hay khong. Niu 



72 NG6N NGC & Bdi S6NG S6 4 (246)-2016 

cm cdm thdy danh ta dd xdc dinh thi em sl 
dimg "the " trong tdt cd cdc trudng hgp ". 

Theo dd, ching tfii nghl hpc vifn dd hilu 
nhim chic ndng tli uu hda (maximally 
hmetion) cia qudn t i the vdi ngMa don nhat 
eia danh t i khii vd danh t i sl nhiiu. Tiic Id 
danh t i so nhiiu vd danh t i khii md di vdi 
qudn t i rAc ed the hilu vdi nghia ting quit tli 
da (maximal generality) nhu Id mft khii don 
nhit (unique mass) nhu cdc danh t i d nhdm 
B vd C trong bdng 1. VI thudng khfing phdn 
bift dupe tinh xdc dinh vd bit dinh, cung nhu 
khfing xdc dinh dupe tinh dem dupe cia danh 
tft nfn hpc vifn thudng sft dyng the dl nhiing 
danh tft nay mang nghTa don nhat, thay vl 
nghia quy chilu theo sl dfing vdi qudn t i 
ding Id zero. 

5.Ketlu$n 
Cd till fliiy, cdc flifing tin, sl lifu fliu fli^ 

dupe t i cde miu cdu trong 96 lufn vdn cao 
hpc eia hpc vifn deu dupe phan tich, ting 
hpp vd tiinh bdy trong bdi bdo ndy nhdm giip 
cho ngudi dpc hilu id vl nhiing lli sai co bdn 
vl cdch si dyng qudn tft trong tilng Anh eia 
hpe vifn Vift Nam. Kit qud diiu tia eho fliiy 
rd hifn tupng mdc lli sai ve qudn t i tiong 
tilng Anh do dnh hudng eia tilng Vift Id khd 
phi biin, tdc dfng tdi da sl hpc vifn tgi 
Trudng Dgi hpc Ngogi ngft, DHQGHN. Cd 
till flldy, hpc vien gfp nhiiu khd khdn nhit 
khi si dyng qudn tii the vd zero. Thing qua 
vifc phdn tich tuong phdn hf thing qudn tft 
tieng Anh vd tilng Vift, ching tli nhfn tiiiy 
nguyfn nhdn co bdn din din nhftng cdch si 
dyng chua chuin ndi tifn Id do tilng Anh vd 
tieng Vift cd nhiiu diem khdc bift trong khi 
tieng Vift dd dn sau ttong tiem thic cia hpc 
vifn, din din hifn tupng chuyin di tieu eye 
tft tilng Vift sang tieng Anh khi hpc vifn s i 
dyng qudn tii tiong bdi vilt. 

Ching tdi fliilt nghl idng nhftng l5i ndy 
khdc phyc dupe vi cdc gido vidn d?y ngogi 
ngft nfn luu y tii nhftng bull so khai eia qud 
tihih hpe ngogi ngft. Gido vifn nen hudng 
dan ngudi hpc bdng tilng Anh ngay t i nhOng 

giai dogn diu tifn hpc tilng Anh dl ngufii 
hpc cd flidi quen hpc tfp bdng tilng Anh, ig 
duy bdng tilng Anh, trdnh dnh hudng cfia 
ngfin ngft mp df. Mft cdch hftu ich nila li 
gido vifn nfn giip ngudi hpe nhfn ra sy khdc 
bift giiia tilng Anh vi tilng Vift khi giffi 
thifu mft ylu t l ngon ngft dich ndo vd nhin 
mgnh vdo thyc hdnh ngfin ngft dich dl ngufii 
hpc s i dyng ehing that chlnh xdc. 
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