POSITION AND IDENTITY OF GEO-CULTURE
OF PHU GIAY

Everybody knows the great historian,
revolutionary - the pioneer of Vietnamese
revolutionary history - Tran Huy Liéu, who
was born in Phu Gidy. Writing on his
village, he said in simple manner:

"My hometown is in the delta of Nam
Dinh province, with nothing special, only
sandy field filled with corn, potatoes, cotton
and beans that made ground never peaceful.
It is similar to other villages with bamboo,
billabong and empty shrines where the God
of the soil has been worshipped.” Many people
have known, talked and visited it because it
is the hometown of Goddess Liéu Hanh,
who was famous in Vietnamese mythology,
and also has a temple where believers
worship in its festival for 10 days annually.®)

This article is written by a junior of Tran
Huy Liéu, who is not in the same village
but was born in his same district in Nam
Dinh province, and has visited his hometown
several times, therefore, the author has inwards-
looking and exotic looking at Phui Gidy.

Phu Gidy is really sandy field. There is a
field where the grave of Goddess Liéu is
located in Kim Thai commune, Vu Ban
district, hitherto known as sandy field. The
elderly also says this area has four large
mounds of sand dunes with their traces such
as Nam Miéu mound which is now Bén
village with a long sand bank running
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TRAN QUOC VUONG™
NGUYEN HONG KIEN®

through Van Tién, TAy Miéu mound which
is the banian tree area of Ba village, Dong
Miéu mound which is now Van Cat village,
and Van Cau mound which is now in VVan C4t.?

Sandy soil here, in fact, was considered
as a mixture of river sand and beach sand
by the scientists. This means it was an
estuary — coastal area. Sediment in this
delta is the youngest in the North Delta,
mainly sand - fine-grained silt.

Geographers and oceanographers in the
world have demonstrated that, due to ocean
currents, alluvium of river and sea has been
"pushed” from the northeast to the southwest
of North Delta triangle and then gradually
deposited®.

Thus, the sea and its impact on the
formation of Phu Gidy - Vu Ban in particular
and Nam Dinh in general is obvious.

Phat Diém Cathedral, built close the sea,
after 101 years, was located in the mainland,

® Prof., Hanoi University of Social Sciences and
Humanities.
") Institute of Archaeology.
@ nstitute of history (1991), Hoi ky Tran Huy Liéu
(Memoirs of Tran Huy Liéu), Social Sciences
Publishing House, Hanoi, p.9.
@ Qur retrospective survey results, October, 1991.
® Phan Dinh Tan (1967), Cdc dong hdi luu trén dai
dwong (Currents in the Ocean), Saigon.

Lé Ba Thao (1997), Thién nhién Viét Nam
(Vietnamese Nature), Science and Technology
Publishing House, Hanoi, p.15.
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away from the sea 12-15 km®.

Formerly, in the Tu Puc dynasty (1847 -
1883), Nguyén Cong Tri and the poor
broke fertile ground in coastal area, formed
two districts of Kim Son (Ninh Binh) and
Tién Hai (Thai Binh). It is repeated that:
Until the last reign of L& — the early Nguyén
dynasty (before 1890) Thai Binh and Nam
Dinh were still towns of Son Nam Ha.®

In the old days, Hong Pirc dyke (1470 -
1497) has each section, from Nam Dinh to
Ninh Binh, marking a coastal dyke in the
15" century; In the poems that were written
in Non Nuéc - Ninh Binh, Nguyén Trii also
found the sea gate (Pai An gate) very close.®

Going back in history, the end of the Ly
dynasty and at the beginning of the Tran
dynasty (the 13" — 14" centuries) the
villages of Xuan Bang, Xuan Hy... in Thién
Truong district (now in Xuan Thuy) were
broken and developed fertile ground.”

Dai Viét su lwoc (Abridged Chronicles
of Pai Viér)® noted that the King Ly went
to the harvest in Nam region, only the royal
step-over place Ung Phong which is now in
Vu Ban, on the top of Nghia Hung district.

According to Viét dién u Linh tdp
(Collection of Stories on Spirits of the
Departed in the Viet Realm) compiled by
Ly Té Xuyén (1329), story Triéu Quang
Phyc in the reign of Ly Nam Pé (the 6™
century), in case of "loss of water”, he went
down to the sea in Pai Nha.® After that,
the temples where he has been worshipped
were built in the sea gate Pai Nha and the
temple of worshipping Ly Phat Tt who is
his antagonist / counterpart was built in the
sea gate Tiéu Nha, on the opposite side.

Dr. Nguyén Vin Huyén, in the 40" decade,
has determined that it was Ddc B¢, the

intersection of Pay River and Nam Dinh
River. This is Day "primitive" estuary (at
least from the 6™ century to prior to the 14™
century).®® The common people called Poc
B, where many temples of worshipping
Than Nudéc are located, “Tam toa Luc Bo".
The estuaries of Pai Nha, Pai Ac and
Pai An were recorded in the annals from
the reign of Pinh - Ly (the 10" — 11®
centuries). Doc Bo is far from Phu Gidy 10 -
15 km, and is also a region of legends about
the "Early Ly dynasty." The temple where

@ Pinh Xuan Lam (and other authors) (1960), Lich
swr can dai Viet Nam (The Modern History of Vietnam),
Vol.1, Education Publishing House, Hanoi.

Luu Ty, Pham Van Cy, Lai Duy Anh and
Nguyén Thé Tiép (1980), “Cac dudng bd bién trong
hé¢ théng Toan Tan & mién Bic Viét Nam” (The
Coastlines of the Toan Tén System in the Northern
Vietnam), Archaeology Magazine No. 1, pp.30 -37.
® Historical Research Department of Ha Nam Ninh
(1988), Lich sir Ha Nam Ninh (History of Ha Nam
Ninh), Vol.1, pp.210-215.

Institute of History (translated) (1971), Pai Nam
nhdt thong chi (Pai Nam Comprehensive Encyclopedia)
(part of Nam Dinh province), Vol.3, Social Sciences
Publishing House, Hanoi, p.306.

Nguyén Siéu (1960), Phwong Pinh dw dia chi
(Geography of Phuong Dinh), translation, Freedom
— Saigon, pp.225 -229.

The town Son Nam Ha in the 3® Minh Mang (1882)
changed into town Nam Dinh, Thai Binh was a Palace
until it became a province, separated from Nam Dinh.
©® Nguyén Trai (1969), Completed Works, Social
Sciences Publishing House, Hanoi, pp.285-287.

O Lich sir xd Xudn Bang (History of Xudn Bdng
Commune) - Nam Dinh, 1980 and our fieldwork in
Xuan Hy, Xuan Bang communes in April — May 1992.
® Tran Qudc Vuong (translated) (1960), Pai Viét sir
luwgc (Abridged Chronicles of Pai Viét), History
Publishing House, Vol.2, 3.

©® Ly Té Xuyén (1960), Viét dién u linh tdp
(Collection of Stories on Spirits of the Departed in
the Viet Realm), Culture Publishing House, Hanoi
(the translation of Lé Hltu Muc, Saigon in 1961).

10 Nguyén Vian Huyén (1994), Le culte des
Immortels en Annam (Tuc tho nhitng vi than bat tir &
An Nam), Hanoi.
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Ly Nam DPé (Ly Bon/Bi)*Y has been
worshipped is next to Phu Chinh (Tién
Huong) and Phu Van (Van Cat).

By the way of mentioning the ancient
Day estuary that is close to Phu Giay, it is
advised to say that, according to our
fieldwork documents and folk legends,
"under the earth (or in the village of Minh
Giam), there was the King Ba Vanh"
(1826), between the village of Minh Giam
(Théi Binh) and the village of Tra Lii (Nam
Dinh) of the same military base Ba Vanh,
separated only by a "rope bridge™ spanning
a rivulet, bugc ba nugc lat (folk etymology
of the name of Ba Lat estuary). The Red
River estuary is now expanded to this
region; therefore, two villages are far from
each other up to 10 km!

Everyone knows that, in the chaos titled
"the twelve warlords™ in the middle of the
10™ century (944-968), the warlord of Tran
Ldm was garrisoned in the sea gate BO,
where then became Ky B6 commune with
Bo River, Bo Bridge and Bo guava that
have been famous in Vii Tién - Thai Binh®2,

The notes of Vietnam chronicles are
very consistent with the research results of
the modern oceanographers in the world: in
the 10" century, the world's ocean water
level was 0.50 meters higher than the
current sea level ¥

As mentioned above, along with the sea,
the river was the decisive factor for
accretion and formation of the giant
"detrital cones" - delta triangle. Phu Giay
and a larger region including Y Yén, Vu
Ban and Nghia Hung are accreted by
alluvium of two major rivers: the Red River
and the Pay River (parallel system) along
with the tributaries (tree system) of Nam
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Pinh River and Ninh Co River... 14,

Moreover, the flows also have impact on
and are organic component associated with
the ecological — humane system. Until now,
the river is still a standard for reference to
"the inner field - outer field", “the inner
village — outer village", and the places are
always associated with Upper - Middle -
Lower of a flow nearby.

And, perhaps from the very beginning,
the people have followed and relied on the
rivers to live. Gradually, they selected
favourable positions to settle.

Recently, the modern geo-archaeology
found that Thang Long - BDong D6 - Hanoi
was located in a large water quadrangle.
However, so long ago, the common people
said exactly:

“Nhi Ha is located from the North to the East

(1) The legend of Ké Gidy has it that: Lwong troops
garrisoned from Sit Bridge and Ho Bridge (Binh
Luc) to Pong Cao (near Poc B9). In that New Year's
(?) they garrisoned for celebrating the New Year. Ly
Bon encamped at Pirc Vua Temple (Ly Nam Dé)
now of Tién Huwong Ké Gidy and fought against
Luong troops on the Lunar New Year. Luong troops
retreated and ran on the second day of New Year.
Since then Ké Gidy has practiced "torchlight
procession to the Pic Vua temple” on the second
day of New Year. The old and the young, the boys
as well as the girls each carry a torch to the temple
to "take luck and fortune".

12 Tran Quéc Vuong (translated) (1960), Ibid.,
Vol.1, pp.45-47.

Ng6 Si Lién, Pai Viét su ki toan thu (Complete
Annals of Pai Viér), translated by Institute of
History, Vol.1, pp.160, 328, 329, 523.

3 Fairbridge R.W, Dating the Last Movements of
Quaternary Sea Level, Trans. New York, Acad.
Scien. Vol.20, 1958, p.471. The Level of the Sea
World and Change for Climate, London, 1962.
Chart I - marine transgression Flandrian.

) Nguyén Vin An and Nguyén Cao Phuwong
(1982), Séng ngoi Viét Nam (Rivers of Vietnam),
Vol.1, Education Publishing House, Hanoi, p.63.
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Kim Nguu T6 Lich is a river on this side”

or:

“Nhi Thuy River is ahead, and Hoan
Kiém Lake is behind”.

With such thought, it is easy to
recognize that the ancient capital of Hoa Lu
is located in a water quadrangle combined
by the Pay River (front) and Hoang Long
River (behind). Phti Xuan - Hué also has
Huong Giang River which is ahead and
Bach Yén River which is behind.

Ké Giay - Phu Giay is also located in a
quadrangle of water:

If Phu Gidy (or expanding to both
villages and communes such as Tién Huong
village - Van Cét village, and Kim Thai
commune in Vu Ban now) is taken as the
reference system, Phu Van (Van Cat) and
Phu Tién Huong are westward. There is the
Sat River or called My Duong River (the
Sit River has been just set again at that
section, running close to My Duong) in the
West behind a mountain range (discussed
below). It is the “ahead” (West) river of
Phu Giay. All daily activities (wet rice
cultivation) and spiritual life (worshipping
the Goddess Liéu Hanh) of the people of
Tién Huong - Van Céat, Ké Giay are
"towards” the river. The elders, the whole
village, and Phu Giay region thoroughly
know this river: It is only a small river (but
it is passable for boats), originating from
"Qué Quyén" that is now a tributary of the
Chau Giang River separated from the
confluence of An Bai, Vinh Tru (Ly Nhan)
(Actually, this is the famous Thién Mac
River in the reign of Tran with resistance
and brave sacrifices of the general Tran
Binh Trong (1285) — who originated from

Lé family of L& Hoan, in Liém Cau, Thanh
Liem®), running through the Sat bridge,
Ho bridge (Binh Luc), to the western of
Phii Gidy, down the southwest, across the
Tao bridge (Trinh X4, Y Yén) and then
“Vinh" estuary - almost in the middle of
Non Nudc (Ninh Binh) (West) va Bdc Bo
(East) on the same latitude - and then
flowing back into the Pay River. “Vinh"
estuary is now in the village of Vinh Tri, Yén
Tri commune.

Thus, it is possible to say this river is a
défluent of the Red River, or it is an affluent
of the bay River.

This river, in the middle of the Ngam
mountain and the Tién Huong mountain, is
branched off (the theory of "tree system™ of
geography) that is called Ngam or Tién
Huong or Canh Ga river by the common
people of Phi Gidy. In the folk consciousness
of Phi Gidy, this river is "sanctified" into
Bach Xa Vwong. The junction of Sat -
Ngam/ Tién Huong is called Canh Ga
junction, and now called Canh Ga sewer
because a sewer is newly built. In the old
days, when "the Mother festival is on the
March" - Pha Giay festival worshipping the
goddess Liéu Hanh - hundreds of boats,
from the Ho Bridge (Northwest), from the
Tam toa Luc bd of the Day River
(southwest), and from Nam BPinh - Vi
Hoang (East), closely gathered at the
junction of Canh Ga below the temple door
of the Mother Thuong Ngan on the
mountain of Tién Huong.

15 Summary record of the scientific conference on
the Tran dynasty and the cause of founding and
defending the country of H4 Nam Ninh people, 1985.
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- From the Ho bridge and Tam Toa, the
way is to follow the Sét River; which waterway
is followed from Nam Dinh - Vi Hoang?

The Ngam/ Tién Huong river from the
junction of Canh Ga "runs" in U shape back
to Ké Giay, from the Northwest - North -
Northeast to the Southeast, across the Ddt
bridge, the Chdu Bac bridge, Bat Di bridge
and Gianh bridge to the river of Vi Hoang
- Nam Dinh, being a behind (East) river of
Ké Giay.

- Also the Sét River, when it flows down
from the West of Ngdm mountain to the
West of Bang Mountain (Kim Bang - now in
Kim Thai commune Tién Huong - Van Cat,
Phu Gidy), is branched off in the middle of
the Bang mountain and the L& mountain to
surround the Ké Gidy in the Southwest and
then runs through the Eastern of the Goéi
mountain, the Western of H mountain and
pours into the Pao - Vi Hoang River near
Nghia Hung district. This river was shallow,
but there is still Lé (L& Xa) lagoon which is
long and wide in the southwest of Kim Thai
field (L& X4 - Xuan Bang).

"The water quadrangle of Phu Giay"
mentioned above shall be more obvious on
the map with large scale of 1: 25.000.

In the old days, waterway was the main
means of transport of Vietham in general,
K¢ Giay in particular. According to the flow,
boats can gather and go freely everywhere.
Explaining the identity of geo-culture of K¢
Gidy cannot but mention the nature of
fishing in the rivers in the old days.

WATER with large sediment discharge
(fine-grained sand) contributed to form Ké
Gidy, an area of wet rice agriculture - farm
produce on the sandy field.
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Water is also a top concern of the
Vietnamese farmers: “first water, second
fertilizer." In addition to adaptation to the
weather - climate - temperature - humidity -
monsoon ("Thank to favourable weather
conditions, deep plowing and careful harrowing
is well done"), the farmers have to make
irrigation, although they know: "a bucket of
water bailed cannot be comparable to a
rain-water droplet." However, the weather
is unfavourable and has months and years
of drought. Apart from river water, it was a
must to dig the pond - puddle, creating a
specific "culture of pond - puddle” in the
Northern Delta.

In fact, the whole area from Phu Giay -
Vu Ban, Tryc Ninh - Nam Truc (Nam Ninh),
Keo Hanh Thi¢n Pagoda (Xuan Truong)
across the Nhi River to Keo Vi Nghia
Pagoda (Vii Thu), Kién Xuong - Thuy Anh
(Kién Thuy) in Thai Binh is a legend of
footprints of Khong L6 - Khong Lo - Minh
Khong (the people of Phu Gidy also called
Khong Minh Khéng), and Tién Huong
communal house - Phu Gidy is a place where
the "cultural hero", "enlightened hero" or "the
Buddhist priest” has been worshipped (),

Our fieldwork results in this area from
the 80" decade to April 1992 have established
a hypothesis to be considered solid: Just as
the "Gidng horse's footprints™ in the midland
bordering on the delta of Bic and Poai
region. (Chau Cau - Pha Lai, Phu Péng -

(1% Nguyén Quang Vinh (1971), “The Image of
Cultural Creativity Hero in the Folk Legend Khéng
Lo”, Vietnam Literature Review, No.6.

Nguyén Siéu (1960), Phwong Pinh diw dia chi
(Geography of Phurong Pinh), the translation of Ng6
Manh Nghinh, Freedom Publishing House, Saigon,
pp.225 — 226.
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Soc Son...), the footprints of Khéng Lo -
Khoéng Lo - Minh Khéng in the traditional
region of Son Nam Ha are the irrigation
systems, ponds - puddles "supporting the
rain", "supporting the weather", waiting for
rain or confronting the drought of the people
who cultivate wet rice. Many ponds and
puddles are now leveled (due to "modern™
irrigation and agricultural works) or water-
taro is planted on the immense rice fields™?.

As mentioned above, we said K¢ Giay
and Co6i (G6i) mountain - the Vi River"
were only reclaimed and developed between
the end of the Ly dynasty and the beginning
of the Trin dynasty (the 13" — 141
centuries), because in the South (Bdc B9) it
was the sea gate of Pai Ac - Pai An of the
Day River and also in the 10" century the
Red River estuary was located the bridge of
Bo - Ky B (B6 estuary).

"Giao Thuy" hereby shall be mentioned
in detail from Nam Dinh to Thai Binh.

Giao Thuy means a water-bordering
region. As regard to settlement, when the
Viét people who came to low-lying coastal
regions - such as Ké Gidy Vu Ban -
established the village which was always
influenced by the rivers.

In addition to coastal villages of fishermen
such as the ancestors Khong Lo - Minh
Khong as well as the Tran dynasty (thousands
of fishermen of this region are now in Giam
Giai (Binh Lyc) and Vinh estuary (Vinh
Tri), there is also water-bordering village
(Giao Thuy) along the river banks. It is the
intersection between upstream tide and
downstream river- water. The tide pushes
the water into the canals - rivulets (such as
the rivulet flows on the left - South - Phu

Tién Huong to Céng Dong communal house
in the West of Phu Chinh and then to the
Northwest and the Ngam River close to D4t
bridge), meeting the flow of rivers (Pay,
Sét, Vi Hoang, Nhi Ha...) to pour into the
sea. Upon meeting, despite "spilled water" -
shallow water - or "low tide" - high water,
the water will not flow anymore. Sediment
in these areas is called “donkey back” by
the people in the South. While according to
the elders of Phu Gidy, the legend has it
that this region has four "sand mounds"
about 400-500 years ago. Boats which trade
and fish often stay here to wait for the tide.
For this reason, the villages were established.
Also, K¢ Gidy region, Céi mountain, Vi
River, as well as Hoa Lu - Non Nudce (Ninh
Binh), Tuc Mac (suburb of Nam Dinh city),
Lac Quan (in the Linh Co River, bordering
Nam Ninh Xuén Thuy), or Cau Bo (Théai
Binh town) etc. were established accordingly.
If anywhere is a water-bordering place, it
would be town, market (such as Viéng -
Phu Gidy market - Dan market - Vu Ban
district, G6i town...) and at the same time or
later would be the center of culture -
religion - society®),

If talking about the position and identity
of geo-culture of Phu Giay area, it cannot
but mention another important thing.

Itis MOUNTAIN.

In addition to river, water, sandy field

(7 Historical Research Department of Ha Nam Ninh
(1988), Ibid., pp.98 - 99.

(18 Nguyén Phuong Thao(1991), “Lang Viét Nam
B6 va van hoa dan gian cia ngudi Viét trén dong
bang song Ciru Long” (Vietnamese Village in the
Southern and Folk Culture of the Viét People in the
Mekong Delta), Journal of Southeast Asian Research,
No. 2 (3), p.20.
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and sea... between an extensive delta (located
in "low-lying land” of Ha Nam Ninh, between
the Red River, Pay River, Chau Giang -
Phu Ly River and Nam Dinh River), there
have emerged a series of mountains (such
as mountain of Ngam, Tién Huong, Bang,
L&, Goi and Ho) stretching from the Northwest
to the Southeast.

Geologists - geographers think that the
schist - sandstone mountains as well as Poi
Son, Pi¢p Son in Duy Tién area appeared
about 70 million years ago due to impact of
orogenetic movement, that has made the
waterfall in the South of Red River raise™.
At the same time the sea gradually retreated
and gave way to the formation of delta. At
the foot of these mountains, there were also
fossilized traces of shellfish - mussels.

With the speed of silt accretion at
present (80-100m per year), the scientists
predicted that the Ne mountain which is
currently derelict on the high sea of Kim
Son district (Ninh Binh) and Nga Son
(Thanh Hoa) shall also be "on the mainland"
like mountain ranges in Phu Giay@.

The land here is not only entirely
aggraded directly but also indirectly by
sediment of the sea and coastal sediment.
The world of geography called such
sediment the delta at the edge.

In short, after "looking at" the seas,
rivers, mountains and sandy soil of Phu
Gidy and looking back on it as a system, we
have a general idea about it as follows:

+ This is a part of the low-lying plain
and remaining mountains and hills®® from
Duy Tién - Thanh Liém - Binh Luc to Vu
Ban - Y Yén of the low-lying land of Ha -
Nam - Ninh, which is artificial and natural,
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surrounded by the river dike. Phu Gidy is a
smaller water quadrangle in a larger quadrangle
including Chau Giang, Hong Ha, Vi Hoang
and Day River.

In the "age of Goddess Liéu" (the 16" —
17" centuries) and until recently, it was a
typical flooded rice area; only in the "age of
Hb Chi Minh", this delta was "improved"
by a large-scale pumping station system, a

(19 Historical Research Department of Ha Nam Ninh
(1988), Ibid., p.25.

Lé Ba Thao (1977), Ibid., pp.114, 115.
@) Tran Viét Btrc (born in Tan Mui 1913, the person
who looked after the Phu Tién Huong the Goddess
Liéu Hanh) composed a poem titled Dung birc hoa
6 to describe the landscape of Phu Gidy. Please see
the following:

Determining to create a map

Giving all love for the hometown

Following and searching the trace of ancestors

Mountain side or mountain peak

There is Tién mountain (Tién Huong mountain T. H. K)

Sound on the mountain echoes every night

Sisters of Ngoc became absorbed (three beautiful
person — T.H.K)

Playing with the moon and dancing and singing
under the moon

Does the Moon delegate the Phoebe

To create the great moon- shaped land..

(Kim Thai commune is semicircular shape, which
is a coastal strip of dunes)

From the north to the south of Phu Gidy, there are:

Ngam mountain, Canh Ga mountain and then

Nang Tién mountain with Pa Ddi

Cao Pagoda and Bang mountain have

Bells echoed across the distant region

To call Lé X4 and CAi mountain

Hé mountain is august

Rivers are immense
quadrilateral” — T.H. K)

Waves whispered soft and low causing the hearts
to be stirring

River created combat trenches

Mountains formed majestic long wall...
@D Vil Ty Lap (and other authors) (1991), Van hod
va cw dan dong bang séng Hong (Culture and
Residents of the Red River Delta), Social Sciences
Publishing House, Hanoi, pp.11, 13, 20.

in all sides ("water
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small — medium agricultural works system
that made the paddy field of Phu Giay and
the whole surrounding area have two crops,
and made the goddess Liéu be somewhat
surprised when she manifested and visited
her homeland where she "descended on
earth" and lived there for 21 years under the
reign of Mac which was much more "liberal"
and "busier" than under the Lé dynasty.

However, as Ha Nam Ninh, its geographical
- cultural landscape is "old and young".
Structure of shallow sea and coastal river
(QVI 1-2) still exists in many places. In
addition, there is also sediment of “"delta
swamp" (type of L& swamp) (Q.IV - V.3),
especially near the river of Pao - Nam Dinh
- Vi Hoang, sea-breeze sediments (Q. IV -
V 3) of the coastal sand dunes, marking the
coastline (Q. IV -V 3) in the beginning of
Christian era to 1000 years ago (Poc B9).
There are many remaining mountains and
hills and mainly schist - sandstone hills
(P2T1) or rocky hills (PR). The soil structure
is mainly boggy soil - gley alluvium and
feralit soil on bedrock (J-Pg-F). The land
was used for farming for 1 - 2 crops, rice
cultivation, farm produce or cotton growing...
Perennial fruit trees have been planted in
fertile hills, and hills bad — and forests
(eucalyptus, pine, casuarina) are being
replanted in poor hills. Climate is something
like the winter because it is near the sea
without too cold months or/and too
droughty months©@?,

There is only limit to the position and
identity of “traditional” geo-culture in the
countryside of the Goddess from the view
of geo-archeology or / and geo-history, as a
result, we came to the following conclusion:

1. From the late Neolithic period (4000
years ago) the humans appeared here.
Evidences include smooth shoulder and
quadrilateral stone axes found in Tién Hung
- Vu Béan, on the edge of L& Mountain, and
Ngam mountain.

However, the owners, who made these axes,
were coastal fisherman rather than the farmers.

2. In the GOi mountain, at the end of the
French colonial period and recently, in the
Ngim mountain and Hoi Péng communal
house, more than 06 Pong Son bronze
drums have been found.

New found drums had disappeared. The
bronze drum experts ranked drums of Goi |
mountain in Pong Son drums (Heger Type
I) group B (sub group - two) along the
drums of Duy Tién, Ngoc Lu II, Ngoc Lu
1l in the low-lying land in Ha Nam
Ninh@: Dbeing later than group A but
earlier than group C, with date over 2000
years ago.

At that time, Ké Gidy and the whole
surrounding region (Ninh Binh - Nam
Dinh) were coastal region and the ancient
Viét Bong Son people settled in the hills —
at the foot of mountains near the sea.

3. The people also lived in this region
under the period of domination by northern
invaders for thousands of years. Material
evidences include ancient “Han” graves
scattered on the mountain side and sand
dunes. Spirit evidences are legends and
temple of worshipping Ly Nam Dé - Triéu

@2 Vi1 Ty Lap, Ibid., p.33.

@) Many authors (1990), Trong dong Péng Son &
Viét Nam (Péng Son Drums in Vietnam), Vietnam
Social Sciences Publishing House, Hanoi, pp.80 - 81.
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Quang Phuc against the Chinese domination
in the sixth century.

4. The region continued to be reclaimed
in the reign of Ly - Tran. Evidences are
temples of worshipping Minh Khéng -
Khéng Lo, the Keo Pagoda - under the
footsteps of Khéng L - irrigation system of
pond and puddle in the middle of the field.

5. Before the Goddess Liéu for three
generations, the Mau family of Tran origin
came to Ké Giay - Coi Son to avoid chaos
(?) and then changed into Lé family (but the
Lé family still gave Tran Lé family officially.
Almost the people of Tién Huong - Van Céat
have Tran Lé family). This family and other
families continued reclaiming and developing
the region into a prosperous one.

If indeed the Goddess Liéu "descended
on earth" in Dinh Ty 1557 as written by
researchers (the date of Thién Huu under
the L& Anh Tong dynasty — Southern
dynasty Thanh Hoa) or the date of Quang
Bao under the Mac Tuyén Toéng Phuc
Nguyén dynasty - Northern dynasty Thang
Long, the family of the Goddess Liéu went
to Ké Gidy in the latter half of the 15"
century, under the Lé Hong Puc dynasty.
At that time, with the Hong Durc dike in Ha
Nam Ninh, coastal reclamation was developed
strongly. Village culture, rural civilization
and animist, polytheism and Buddhism
have been developed.

6. According to orthodox chronicles (Synopsis),
before the goddess Liéu "descended on
earth" for a quarter of a century, in 1533,
the the Catholic priests of the Jésuites
brought triptych of Maria Madonna and
Jesus Christ to carry on missionary work in
Quan Anh, Ninh Cuong (Hai Hau), Tra L,
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Hoanh Nha (Giao Thuy) in Nam Ha. The
image of Madonna (or Queen) Maria has
opposition and combination with tradition
of revering mother and respecting father),
worship of the Goddess from the heaven to
the earth, from Thugong Ngan to the rivers
and seas,... and under the reign of Lé Hong
buc (and earlier), there were many Cham
colonats with the sacred image of Yang Po
Negara; as well as the image of goddess of
mercy (Bodhisattva Kwan Yin of the
Vietnamese folk) - especially the statue of
Nam Hai Buddha that was carved in the
reign of Mac - have effect on the formation
of supremely sacred mother (parallel sentence
in Phu Giay and Phu Tay Ho), the only and
final Goddess of the system of ‘Four
immortals”" of the Vietnamese folk — the
Goddess Liéu Hanh? That is the subject of
other essays. It is said that the “Giao Thuy”
Ha Nam Ninh is the earliest home of Maria
Madonna in the spiritual life of Vietnamese
populations; that the majority of Vietnamese
Catholic Church is "Notre Dame", to the
extent that researcher believed that: if there
was no Maria Madonna, it is difficult for the
Catholicism to be integrated into the relatively
densely populated part of Vietnam broadly
and deeply as we know it.

Not only the Catholicism and Maria
Madonna have penetrated ton Ha Nam Ninh
sea in the sixteenth century, at that time and
even a few centuries later, some foreign
merchant ships such as China, Netherlands
and France often came in the winter and left
in summer, and exchanged goods in the Son
Nam area. Anyone remembers that Phd
Hién (thir nhdt Kinh Ki, thir nhi Pho Hién —
The most flourishing city is the Capital,
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then comes Phd Hién) is Hién headquarters
of the Son Nam town under the reign of Lé -
Trinh". "Siéu God" in Phuwong Dinh Du dia
chi (Geography of Phuong Pinh) noted that
"Ctra Liéu is on the territory of two Communes
of Quén Liéu and Hai Lang in Pai An District
(Nghia Hung now) is a major coastal place
of Bic Ki.. After the Lé Trung Hung
dynasty, merchant ships of the Chinese
must be examined and then entered. It was
only slightly less than Phé Hién in Kim
Dong district.

As mentioned above, Phi Gidy is far
from Ctra Liéu 10 -15 km. Not suddenly,
the archaeologists of the University of Hanoi
picked up countless pieces of beautiful
porcelain of the Nguyén - Minh - Thanh of
China in Thuong Miéu village pagoda
(Xuan Thugng commune, Xuan Thuy).
This pagoda’s stele recorded the restoration,
the 13" Chinh Hoa date (1692) and the
village communal house noted that "Hong
Ptrc Nham Dan (1482) found progenitor".

Nor was it a coincidence that when the
professor - musician Tran Van Khé performed
Chau van singing (worship singing at the
Goddess Palace) in Seoul in 1990, the
musical circles of Korea and Japan was
"flabbergasted” because they found their
traditional music. Also, with one night of
Chau vin singing in Phu Tién Huong - Ké
Giﬁy (11/10/1991), the musicologist, Dr.
Nguyén Thuy Loan "recognized" the melody
of HO - Quang (southern China) in “X4”
breath of this melody! Nevertheless, it is
within the scope of musical circles and we
are only "laymen", just “learn something at
second hand”!

7. What we consider as "findings" (small

only) is, as well as many other parts of the
structure of wet rice cultivation civilization
of Vietnam, in Ké Gidy, in addition to
worship of the Goddess Liéu in Phu Tién
Huong and Phu Van, the goddess Thuong
Ngan on Tién Huong mountain and a
system of temples and shrines worshipping
the goddesses Tén o6ng, chau Ba, great
mandarin... of three palaces or four palaces
of Vietnam, there is a system of worshipping
Cloud, Rain, Thunder and Wind gods of the
people who cultivate wet rice from the
"primitive" period:

- The Cloud god in Van Cat, Van Dinh,
Van Thén, Van Miéu.

- Wind god in Péng Cao (the people of
K¢ Giay, in addition to wet rice cultivation,
grow cotton and are afraid of wind breaking
cotton). Pdng Cao has two large round stones
coming from another place. The common
people believe that praying for wind is okay.

- The Rain god in Bao Ngii Chg Dan.

- The Thunder god in Cong Pdong Tién
Huong communal house (with votive tablet).

8. Also, it is repeated that the Phu Gidy
has worshipped "Saint Khéng Minh Khong",
not as the Keo Pagoda, Keo below - that
means he has been worshiped in PAGODA
as a Buddhist priest, in the manner of pre-
Buddhist, post-Saint" - but here he has been
worshipped in COMMUNAL HOUSE, as a
tutelary god of village, village god,
"Communal house of Khong”, as called by
the people of Ké Gidy, being slightly
slanted toward Phu Tién Huong in the west,
and the Communal house is on the east in
opposition to the Phu Mau. The reason why
is it so and what it means, shall be
discussed in another study.
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