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ABSTRACT 

The study investigated nano-SiO2, Nd2O3, and CeO2 materials applied as fertilizer for 

Paramignya trimera (Oliv.) Guill plants. (Rutaceae) and Paris polyphylla. The cultivation 

results indicated that the individual uses of nano-SiO2, Nd2O3, and CeO2, respectively, induced 

stem and root growth of P. trimera and P. polyphylla. The plant height, root length, stem, and 

root weight of the mixture of Nd2O3 and SiO2 or CeO2 and SiO2 exposed plants were greatly 

higher than those of the individual nanomaterial exposed plants. The extraction experiments 

indicated that ostruthin, a valuable medicinal substance, accumulated in the roots of the P. 

trimera rather than in its stems. The ostruthin content in the root of the Nd2O3 exposed P. 

trimera was also greatly higher than that in the control and SiO2 exposed plants. Gracillin, an 

important medicinal compound, content in the rhizome of the CeO2 exposed P. polyphylla was 

also greatly higher than that in the SiO2 exposed P. polyphylla.  

Keywords: P. trimera, P. polyphylla, ostruthin, gracillin, nano-fertilizer, synergic effects, 

nano-SiO2, nano-Nd2O3, nano-CeO2. 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

Silicon has never been classified as a vital nutrient for plants because most plants don’t 

require the element for their survival [1]. However, various plants effectively utilize the 

element for their development and resistance against biotic and abiotic factors [2]. Manzer 

H.S. and Mohamed H.A.W. stated that silicon would exist in the epidermis walls and vascular 

bundles of stems, plants’ hull and leaf sheath to create physico-mechanical barriers for plant 

protection [1]. The existence of silicon also induced the nutritional absorption ability of many 

different plants. For instance, Kaya and coworkers reported that under abiotic stress, silicon in 

corn efficiently improved Ca and K adsorption of the plant [3]. To apply as fertilizer, silicon 
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is usually used in the form of silicon oxide before mixing with the cultural solution or adding 

to the cultivating field [4]. 

In recent years, rare earth elements (REEs), which are Group IIIB elements of the 

periodic table, containing Sc, Y and 15 lanthanide elements (La, Pm, Ce, Pr, Tm, Nd, Tb, Sm, 

Eu, Gd, Ho, Dy, Er, Yb, Lu), has been rapidly applied, in particular, in industrial and 

agricultural sectors [5]. Fertilizers enriched with rare earth element oxides, including La2O3, 

Nd2O3, CeO2, Pr6O11, Sm2O3, and Eu2O3, have been studied and broadly applied for several 

decades in agriculture [6]. Fertilizers containing rare earth elements would be applied to 

leaves, seeds, and roots to increase the growth and productivity of plants [7]. This is due to 

rare earth elements could improve the uptake and accumulation of nutrient elements, water 

use, membrane stability, and photosynthesis of plants [8, 9]. For example, the presence of Y 

reduced the length and width of stomata to prevent water loss in plants [10]. Hong et al. 

reported that the Ce3+, Nd3+, and La3+ promote growth and increase the chlorophyll content in 

the plants, leading to an increase in their photosynthesis [11]. Hu et al reported that the first 

commercial rare earth element fertilizer containing La2O3 (25–28%), CeO2 (49–51%), and 

Nd2O3 (15–17%), which was named “Changle”, was registered in China in 1986 [12]. Mixed 

rare earth element oxides, including La2O3 (25–28%), CeO2 (49–51%), Nd2O3 (14–16%), 

Pr6O11 (5–6%), have been used as fertilizer for Chinese cabbage and rapeseed [13]. Authors 

reported that the used mixtures improved crop yields and decreased diseased plant amounts; 

however, the effects of each oxide have not been identified.  

Paramignya trimera (P. trimera), a well-known medicinal plant in Vietnam and Thailand 

for the treatment of numerous cancers, will be selected as the experimental plant [14]. 

Ostruthin, a major geranylated coumarin, accumulating in stems and roots of the P. trimera, 

has been considered as emerging natural medicine for cancer treatment because it exhibited 

moderate cytotoxicity against epithelial cervical carcinoma (Hela) and hepatocellular 

carcinoma (Hep-G2) cell lines with half maximal inhibitory concentration ­(IC50 values) of 

5.36 and 39.61 μg/mL, respectively [14, 15].  

Paris polyphylla (P. polyphylla) is considered a vital herb in China, India, and Indochina 

to use as traditional medicine [16]. The P. polyphylla has been widely used for the direct 

treatment of back pain, bleeding, and even cancers [17]. The P. polyphylla is also used as an 

important material for topical medicaments of carbuncles, traumatic pain, sore throat, and 

poisonous snake bite treatment [18]. Gracillin (GR) (diosgenin-3-O-β-D-glucopyranosyl-

(l→3)-(α-L-rhamnopyranosyl-(l→2))-β-D-glucopyranosid), which accumulates in the P. 

polyphylla rhizome, is a useful medicine for the treatment of stomach cancer [19]. Thus, the 

study not only inspects the effects of nano CeO2 and SiO2 on promoting the P. polyphylla 

development but also clarifies the gracillin amounts in its rhizome to acutely explore the 

effects of the nano particles for the formation of the treasured medicine in the plant. 

2. MATERIALS 

The nano-SiO₂, nano-Nd₂O₃, and nano-CeO₂ were synthesized in the laboratory. The 

size of particles was determined by TEM images. The mean size of the SiO2 was 

approximately 50 nm. The synthesized Nd2O3 was sharp particles with an average size of 

approximately 150 nm. The synthesized CeO2 was an agglomeration of approximately 

10 nm-sized particles on average.  
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3. PLANT CULTIVATION AND GROWTH DETERMINATION 

The experiments of P. trimera were performed from December 2022 to November 2023 

at the research farm belonging to Quy Nhon University, Binh Dinh, Vietnam. The annual 

rainfall at the experimental site is 2617 mm, with an average temperature range from 25 to 

32 °C. The P. trimera was cultivated in four randomized plots. Each plot was 30 m2. Four plots 

with four different treatment conditions, including control (naturally grown without any 

nanomaterial application), nano-SiO2, nano-Nd2O3, and mixture ­ (SiO2:Nd2O3 weight ratios 

were 1:1) fertilizers, were carried out. For fertilization, 1.0 g of nanomaterial was suspended 

in 1.0 L of chitosan solution (500 ppm) before diluting in water to obtain a solution with a 

nanomaterial concentration of 4 ppm. Chitosan was used as a stabilizer to disperse SiO2 and 

Nd2O3 oxide to form a stable colloid before spraying on plants [20, 21]. Then, the obtained 

solution was sprayed by foliar (360 L/ha) on the first cultivation day. No other fertilizer and 

irrigation activities were conducted during the entire cropping period. At interval times of 4 

months, six plants of each plot with intact roots were removed from the soil carefully. After 

that, plants were gently rinsed four times with tap water to remove the attached dust. The 

rinsed plants were naturally dried at room temperature for 1 day. Height, stem weight, root 

length/weight of dried plants were measured and recorded. 

The experiments of P. polyphylla were executed from December 2023 to May 2024 at a 

field located in An Toan Hamlet (14◦31′55.4″ N, 108◦41′01.9″E), An Lao Village, Binh Dinh 

Province, Vietnam. Yearly rainfall and average temperature at the experimental location are 

2617 mm and 25 - 32 oC, respectively. The P. polyphylla saplings, which were purchased from 

An Toan Agro-pharmaceutical & General Services Cooperative located at Binh Dinh 

Province, the major distribution area of the P. polyphylla in Vietnam, were cultured in four 

randomized plots. Each plot was 30 m2. Four cultivation conditions, including controlled 

conditions (natural development), individual REE oxides, and mixture (SiO2: CeO2 with wt 

ratios of 1:1), were executed [16]. To create a fertilizing solution, nanomaterial was mixed 

with chitosan solution (500 ppm) to obtain a suspension, with a nanomaterial concentration 

was 1000 ppm. Then, the suspension was continuously diluted with tap water to achieve a 

fertilizing solution, with a concentration of nanomaterials was 4 ppm. The obtained fertilizing 

solution was foliar sprayed across the field (360 L/ha) on the first cultivation day. Throughout 

the whole cultivation season, no additional irrigation or fertilizer applications were made. 

After 60 days, six plants (including roots) of each plot were carefully removed from the 

experimental field. Then, plants were washed carefully with tap water four times to eliminate 

remaining dust [18]. Acquired plants were left dry spontaneously at ambient temperature for 

a day. Plant height, stem diameter, leaf area, and rhizome weight of dried plants were measured 

and documented. 

4. OSTRUTHIN AND GRACILLIN ANALYSIS 

4.1. Ostruthin analysis 

The extraction of ostruthin from P. trimera roots and stems was conducted according to 

the method described by Trinh et al. (2020) [22]. In detail, dried and ground roots (or stems) 

of the P. trimera (after 12 months of cultivation) were exhaustively extracted with methanol 

using a Soxhlet extractor. Then, the extracted solution was filtered before analysis using a 

High-Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC 1260, Agilent). The HPLC was equipped 

with a G1311C quaternary pump, G2260A autosampler, and DAD-G1315D diode array 

detector. Chromatographic separation was achieved on an XDB-C18 column (150 × 4.6 mm, 
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5 µm; Agilent). Mobile phases were acetonitrile and 0.1% formic acid. The flow rate was 

maintained at 0.5 mL/min. The DAD collected data from 200 to 400 nm. 

4.2. Gracillin analysis  

Firstly, dried and ground P. polyphylla rhizome was thoroughly extracted by CH3OH 

using a Soxhlet system. Then, the extraction was analyzed using a high-performance liquid 

chromatography (HPLC 1270, Agilent) to determine gracillin concentration. The HPLC was 

equipped with a G1310C quaternary pump and a G2290A autosampler. An XDB-C18 column 

(150 × 4.6 mm, 5 µm; Agilent) was used for chromatographic separation. The mixture of 

acetonitrile and 0.1% formic acid was used mobile phase. The flow rate was 0.5 mL/min. The 

system used a DABG1315B detector, and the detection wavelength was set at 200 nm. The 

LOD and LOQ were 0.02 (µg/mL) and 0.07 (µg/mL), respectively. The standard curves were 

linear over the concentration range of 1–80 µg/mL. 

5.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Figure 1 shows digital graphs of the P. trimera under control conditions (natural growth 

without any nanomaterial application) and after 12 months exposed nanomaterials. It can be 

seen that the applications of nano-SiO2 and nano-Nd2O3, as well as their mixture, significantly 

induced the growth of the P. trimera. This could be due to the used SiO2 and Nd2O3 could 

pervade plants through roots and aboveground tissues to strengthen the physical barrier as well 

as to activate the defense systems of plants [23]. The used nanomaterials would also improve 

uptake and accumulation of nutrients, water use, membrane stability, and photosynthesis of 

the P. trimera, leading to its great growth [11].  

  

Figure 1. Digital graphs of the P. trimera under different exposed conditions:  

(a): Control, (b): SiO2 exposed plant, (c): Nd2O3 exposed plant, (d): Mixture SiO2 and 

Nd2O3 exposed plant 
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Table 1. Plant height, root length, stem, and root weight of P. trimera under different 

conditions and exposure times 

Factors Conditions 
Exposure times (months) 

0 3 6 9 12 

Plant height (cm) 

Control 

SiO2 

Nd2O3 

Mixture 

35.6 ± 0.8 

35.6 ± 0.8 

35.6 ± 0.8 

35.6 ± 0.8 

38.3 ± 1.4 

42.8 ± 1.7 

40.5 ± 2.1 

45.4 ± 2.3 

45.9 ± 1.6 

49.1 ± 2.1 

47.8 ± 2.3 

52.9 ± 2.6 

49.5 ± 1.5 

53.5 ± 2.2 

52.1 ± 2.5 

58.5 ± 2.8 

52.1 ± 1.9 

57.6 ± 2.3 

55.2 ± 2.7 

62.8 ± 2.9 

Stem weight (g) 

Control 

SiO2 

Nd2O3 

Mixture 

29.7 ± 1.3 

29.7 ± 1.3 

29.7 ± 1.3 

29.7 ± 1.3 

36.9 ± 1.6 

45.1 ± 1.9 

41.8 ± 1.8 

46.8 ± 2.4 

45.3 ± 2.1 

59.4 ± 2.7 

55.9 ± 2.5 

66.1 ± 3.1 

55.2 ± 2.2 

72.2 ± 2.5 

66.1 ± 2.6 

76.5 ± 3.1 

60.9 ± 2.4 

78.3 ± 3.6 

71.2 ± 2.9 

83.1 ± 3.6 

Root length (cm) 

Control 

SiO2 

Nd2O3 

Mixture 

7.3 ± 1.1 

7.3 ± 1.1 

7.3 ± 1.1 

7.3 ± 1.1 

8.8 ± 1.1 

10.2 ± 1.4 

12.5 ± 1.4 

14.7 ± 1.2 

12.1 ± 1.4 

15.1 ± 1.6 

17.5 ± 1.7 

22.4 ± 1.9 

14.8 ± 1.2 

18.2 ± 1.3 

21.4 ± 1.6 

26.1 ± 1.8 

16.5 ± 1.3 

20.6 ± 1.5 

24.3 ± 1.4 

29.4 ± 1.7 

Root weight (g) 

Control 

SiO2 

Nd2O3 

Mixture 

4.1 ± 0.3 

4.1 ± 0.3 

4.1 ± 0.3 

4.1 ± 0.3 

7.4 ± 0.5 

9.5 ± 0.6 

12.9 ± 0.8 

16.2 ± 1.1 

13.4 ± 0.8 

16.8 ± 0.7 

18.9 ± 0.9 

21.4 ± 0.9 

15.8 ± 0.6 

19.3 ± 0.8 

22.5 ± 0.8 

25.3 ± 1.1 

19.7 ± 0.7 

21.5 ± 0.9 

25.2 ± 1.1 

28.2 ± 1.6 

 

In detail, the growth of P. trimera was monitored by measuring its height, root length, 

stem, and root weight under different conditions and exposure times shown in Table 1. The 

obtained results are also plotted in Figure 2 to clarify the effects of nano-SiO2 and nano-Nd2O3 

on the growth of the P. trimera. It can be seen that the applications of nano-SiO2 and Nd2O3 

exhibited different effects on root and stem growth of the P. trimera. Firstly, individual 

applications of both nano-SiO2 and nano-Nd2O3 effectively induced stem growth of the P. 

trimera. The height of the Nd2O3-exposed plant was 55.2 cm, which was approximately 5.9% 

higher than the height of the control plant. The stem weight of the Nd2O3-exposed plants was 

71.2 g, which was also approximately 16.9% higher than the stem weight of the control plant. 

In addition, as compared to the nano-Nd2O3 application, the nano-SiO2 application 

significantly induced stem growth of the P. trimera. Significant improvement was noticed in 

plant height (~ 4.3%) and stem weight (~ 10.0%) due to the nano-SiO2 application over the 

Nd2O3 application. This indicated that the SiO2 application greatly induced stem growth of the 

P. trimera rather than the Nd2O3 application. Regarding root growth, the root length and root 

weight of the SiO2-exposed P. trimera were 20.6 cm and 21.5 g, respectively, which were 

greater than those of the control plant. Significant improvement was noticed in root length 

(24.8%) and root weight (9.1%) due to the nano-SiO2 application over the control. However, 

the root length of the Nd2O3-exposed plant was 24.3 cm, which was approximately 18.0% 

higher than the root length of the SiO2-exposed plant. The root weight of the Nd2O3-exposed 

plants was 25.2 g, which was also approximately 17.2% higher than that of the SiO2-fertilized 

plant. This indicated that the Nd2O3 application greatly induced root growth of the P. trimera 

rather than the SiO2 application. Finally, the combination of applications of Nd2O3 and SiO2 

greatly induced stem and root growth of the P. trimera. The plant height, root length, stem, 

and root weight of the mixture-exposed plant were greatly higher than those of the individual 
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nano-material exposed plants. This opens a new era on the combination application of nano-

SiO2 and nano­Nd2O3 for the growth of as well as other medicinal plants. 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Plant height, root length, stem, and root weight of P. trimera  

under different conditions and exposure times 

Table 2. Ostruthin contents in the roots and stems of the P. trimera 

 
Ostruthin contents in the P. trimera (%) 

Control Exposed SiO2 Exposed Nd2O3 Exposed mixture 

In roots 1.713 ± 0.024 1.789 ± 0.028 2.121 ± 0.039 2.206 ± 0.041 

In stems 0.003 ± 0.001 0.003 ± 0.002 0.004 ± 0.002 0.004 ± 0.001 

The ostruthin contents in roots and stems of the cultivated P. trimera are presented in 

Table 2. It can be seen that ostruthin accumulated in the roots of the P. trimera rather than in 

the stems. This agreed with recent reports on ostruthin extraction from the P. trimera [24]. The 

ostruthin content in the roots of the control P. trimera was approximately 1.713%. When SiO2 

was used as fertilizer, the ostruthin content in the roots of the P. trimera was 1.789%, which 

was slightly higher than that in the control plant. This indicated that the use of SiO2 

nanomaterial slightly induced ostruthin formation in the P. trimera. However, when Nd2O3 

was fertilized for the P. trimera, the ostruthin content in the roots of the plant was 

approximately 2.121%, which was greatly higher than that in the control plant (higher than 

23.8%) as well as in the SiO2-exposed plant (higher than 18.5%). This indicated that the Nd2O3 
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nano-materials not only induced root growth but also aided the accumulation of ostruthin in 

the roots of the P. trimera. Finally, when the mixture of Nd2O3 and SiO2 was fertilized for the 

P. trimera, the ostruthin content in the roots of the plant was approximately 2.206%, which 

was slightly higher than that of a single Nd2O3-exposed plant. However, the roots of the 

mixture-exposed P. trimera were greatly bigger than those in the Nd2O3-exposed plants. Thus, 

the use of Nd2O3 and SiO2 mixture still exhibited significant advances for the cultivation of 

the P. trimera as an ostruthin extraction plant. 

Figure 3 shows digital graphs of the cultivated P. polyphylla plots after 180 days. It can 

be seen that the cultivated P. polyphylla grows well. Thus, the development of the P. 

polyphylla was greatly enhanced by the applications of nano SiO2, nano CeO2, and their 

mixture. Specifically, the development of P. polyphylla was monitored by appraising plant 

height, stem diameter, leaf area, and rhizome weight. The obtained results were presented in 

Table 3 and Figure 4. It can be seen that the use of SiO2 and CeO2 created different effects for 

the development of the P. polyphylla.  

 

Figure 3. Cultivated P. polyphylla plots after 180 days 

Firstly, Paris polyphylla exposed to SiO2 showed significantly greater growth compared 

to the control. The stem diameter and leaf area of SiO2-treated plants were also larger. 

Specifically, plant height, leaf area, and stem diameter were 16.87%, 23.03%, and 14.75% 

greater, respectively, than those of control plants. These results indicate that SiO2 significantly 

enhances the growth of the aboveground parts of P. polyphylla. Yashwanth Arcot et al. 

reported that the surface of a plant’s leaves and stems is not smooth [25]. Therefore, a certain 

amount of used nano materials would be distributed on the leaves and stems of the P. 

polyphylla. When existing in stems and leaves, SiO2 nanoparticles created a physico-

mechanical barrier to protect the plant from its growth. In addition, Alsaeedi et al. reported 

that plants absorbed SiO2 nanoparticles via roots and transferred them to the epidermis walls 

and vascular bundle of stems and leaves [26]. Silicon also enhanced the ultrastructure of leaf 

cells and reduced electrolyte leakage in the leaves for their development [27]. Kasem et al. 

reported that SiO2 also maintained peripheral links between carbohydrates and lignin to aid 

the uprightness and durability of the leaves [28]. The silicon in plants also improved 

chlorophyll content, leading to an increase in photosynthesis activity for plant growth [29]. 

However, the rhizome weight of plants exposed to SiO2 nanoparticles was only 6.14% higher 
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than that of plants in controlled conditions, suggesting that SiO2 nanoparticles may not 

significantly enhance rhizome growth in P. polyphylla. In contrast, the rhizome weight of 

plants exposed to CeO2 nanoparticles was 14.4% higher than that in controlled conditions, 

indicating that CeO2 is more effective than SiO2 in promoting rhizome growth in P. polyphylla. 

Sonali et al. reported that plants absorbed CeO2 particles and retained them in the epidermal 

roots [30]. When existing in the root, CeO2 provided in a cultural medium accelerates nutrient 

uptake of roots to significantly improve its growth [31]. Therefore, the rhizome of the P. 

polyphylla exposed CeO2 greatly developed. However, the average height of P. polyphylla 

exposed to CeO2 was approximately 7.75% higher than that of plants in controlled conditions. 

The leaf area and stem diameter of P. polyphylla exposed to CeO2 were 15.7% and 5.7% 

higher, respectively, compared to those of plants grown under controlled conditions. The 

obtained results seem similar to reports of Salehi et al., which indicated that CeO2 

nanoparticles significantly induced the development of roots after soil treatment in Phaseolus 

vulgaris L., while they did not induce plant height [32]. Finally, the CeO2 and SiO2 mixture 

significantly promoted stem and root development of the P. polyphylla. This was due to the 

SiO2-induced growth of aboveground parts such as stems and leaves, while the CeO2 

nanoparticles induced the growth of the rhizome. Thus, the plant height, stem diameter, leaf 

area, and rhizome weight of the experimental plants, which were exposed to a CeO2 and SiO2 

mixture, were impressively better than those of the singular nanomaterial-exposed plants. The 

ANOVA results yield an F-statistic of approximately 123.5 and a p-value of approximately 

0.0002, confirming that exposure to SiO2, CeO2, or the mixture significantly impacts the 

growth of Paris polyphylla compared to the control conditions. This marks the beginning of a 

new era in the combined application of nano SiO2 and CeO2 for the growth of P. polyphylla 

and other therapeutic plants. 

Table 3. Plant height, leaf area, stem diameter, and rhizome weight of P. polyphylla 

with different exposure times and fertilizing. 

Factors Conditions 
Exposure times (days) 

0 60 120 180 

Plant height (cm) 

Control 

CeO2 

SiO2 

Mixture 

10.6 ± 0.5 

10.6 ± 0.5 

10.6 ± 0.5 

10.6 ± 0.5 

14.2 ± 0.7 

16.1 ± 0.8 

17.3 ± 0.9 

20.4 ± 1.2 

20.2 ± 0.8 

24.5 ± 1.0 

26.9 ± 1.1 

30.2 ± 1.3 

27.1 ± 1.1 

29.2 ± 1.3 

32.6 ± 1.5 

36.3 ± 1.6 

Stem diameter (cm) 

Control 

CeO2 

SiO2 

Mixture 

0.3 ± 0.02 

0.3 ± 0.02 

0.3 ± 0.02 

0.3 ± 0.02 

0.35 ± 0.01 

0.36 ± 0.02 

0.38 ± 0.02 

0.42 ± 0.03 

0.43 ± 0.02 

0.45 ± 0.02 

0.53 ± 0.03 

0.58 ± 0.03 

0.52 ± 0.02 

0.55 ± 0.03 

0.61 ± 0.03 

0.68 ± 0.04 

Leaf area (cm2) 

Control 

CeO2 

SiO2 

Mixture 

26.3 ± 1.1 

26.3 ± 1.1 

26.3 ± 1.1 

26.3 ± 1.1 

30.1 ± 1.2 

33.2 ± 1.4 

38.5 ± 1.4 

40.7 ± 1.7 

36.6 ± 1.3 

43.6 ± 1.6 

45.6 ± 1.8 

51.5 ± 2.2 

44.1 ± 1.6 

51.5 ± 2.0 

57.3 ± 2.1 

62.2 ± 2.5 

Rhizome weight (g) 

Control 

CeO2 

SiO2 

Mixture 

13.1 ± 0.5 

13.1 ± 0.5 

13.1 ± 0.5 

13.1 ± 0.5 

16.4 ± 0.7 

19.3 ± 0.8 

17.8 ± 0.8 

19.1 ± 0.9 

23.5 ± 1.0 

25.8 ± 1.2 

24.3 ± 0.9 

27.4 ± 1.2 

32.1 ± 1.3 

37.5 ± 1.5 

34.2 ± 1.4 

41.1 ± 1.7 
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Figure 4. Plant height, stem diameter, leaf area, and rhizome weight P. polyphylla under 

different nurturing conditions and exposure times. 

The gracillin contents in the rhizome of the cultivated P. polyphylla were shown in Table 

4. It can be seen that a significant amount of gracillin is accumulated in the rhizome of the P. 

polyphylla. This was in line with recent results on the extraction of gracillin from the P. 

polyphylla [20]. The gracillin concentration accumulating in the rhizome of the P. polyphylla 

under controlled conditions was roughly 6.9%. When SiO2 was added to the fertilizing 

solution, the gracillin content in the P. polyphylla rhizome was approximately 7.7%, which is 

slightly higher than the gracillin content in the plants under controlled conditions. This shows 

that the SiO2 nano-material marginally promotes the gracillin formation process in the P. 

polyphylla. However, when CeO2 was used as fertilizer for the P. polyphylla, the gracillin 

concentration accumulating in the rhizome was around 8.4%, which was greatly higher P. 

polyphylla under controlled conditions (higher than 21.73%) and SiO2-exposed plant (higher 

than 9.09%). This observation specified that the CeO2 nano-material had stimulated rhizome 

growth and promoted the gracillin buildup process in the rhizome of the P. polyphylla. Lastly, 

when both CeO2 and SiO2 nanomaterials were mixed and fertilized for the P. polyphylla, the 

gracillin content calculated from the plant extraction was nearly 9.8%, which was 16.7% 

higher than that of a single CeO2-exposed plant. The ANOVA results yield an F-statistic of 

approximately 63.38 and a p-value of approximately 6.44E−06. This confirmed that exposure 

to SiO2, CeO2, or the mixture significantly impacts the formation of gracillin in Paris 

polyphylla compared to the control conditions. As compared with other used materials 

improving growth and gracillin content of the P. polyphylla, the used SiO2 and CeO2 mixture 

also exhibited a higher efficiency [33, 34]. In addition, rhizomes of the P. polyphylla fertilized 

by the nano material mixture also have a larger size than those of the CeO2-exposed plants. 
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Thus, the combination of CeO2 and SiO2 to use as fertilizer exhibited significant advances for 

P. polyphylla cultivation to extract the gracillin component. 

Table 4. Gracillin contents in the rhizome of cultivated P. polyphylla. 

Gracillin contents in the P. polyphylla (%) 

Control Exposed SiO2 Exposed CeO2 Exposed mixture 

6.9 ± 0.2 7.7 ± 0.2 8.4 ± 0.3 9.8 ± 0.4 

 

The absorption mechanisms of rare earth oxides (REOs) in plants are complex and not as 

thoroughly understood as those of other metal ions or nutrients. However, research has shown 

that plants can absorb rare earth elements (REEs), even when introduced in oxide form, 

through several key processes, including dissolution, chelation, transport, and 

compartmentalization. 

6. CONCLUSION 

The SiO2, CeO2, and Nd2O3 nanomaterials were used as fertilizers for the cultivation of 

the P. polyphylla and P. trimera. The SiO2 application significantly enhanced the growth of 

aboveground parts, while the CeO2 and Nd2O3 applications prominently improved the rhizome 

development of the P. polyphylla and P. trimera. This was because P. polyphylla and 

P. trimera absorbed SiO2 nanoparticles via roots and transferred them to the epidermis walls 

and vascular bundles of the stem and leaves to create a physicochemical barrier to aid the 

uprightness and durability of the leaves. The SiO2 in the plant also improved chlorophyll 

content, leading to an increase in photosynthetic activity for plant growth. CeO2 and Nd2O3 in 

the P. polyphylla and P. trimera provided a medium culture accelerating nutrient uptake of the 

root to significantly improve its growth.  

The study also investigated that ostruthin accumulated in the roots of the P. trimera rather 

than in its stems. In addition, the Nd2O3 nanomaterials greatly aided the accumulation of the 

ostruthin in the roots of the P. trimera rather than the SiO2 nanomaterials. The ostruthin content 

in the roots of the mixture of Nd2O3 and SiO2 exposed plant was slightly higher than that in 

the single Nd2O3 exposed plant. However, the root weight of the mixture-exposed P. trimera 

was greatly higher than that of the Nd2O3-exposed plants. Thus, the use of Nd2O3 and SiO2 

mixture still exhibited significant advances for the cultivation of the P. trimera as an ostruthin 

extraction plant. 

Finally, the simultaneous use of nano CeO2 and SiO2 greatly induced the P. polyphylla 

development. The plant height, stem diameter, leaf area, and rhizome weight under the 

influence of the mixture of CeO2 and SiO2 in P. polyphylla were impressively better than those 

that use the singular nanomaterial as fertilizers. In addition, the CeO2 nanomaterials 

significantly supported the buildup process of the gracillin in P. polyphylla rhizome rather than 

the SiO2 nanomaterials. The combination of CeO2 and SiO2 used as fertilizer exhibited 

significant advances for P. polyphylla cultivation to extract the gracillin component. 

Acknowledgement 

This research is funded by the Ministry of Education and Training of Vietnam under grant 

number CT2022.08.QNU.06 and Ho Chi Minh City University of Industry and Trade (HUIT). 

 



Mai Hung Thanh Tung, Nguyen Thi Phuong Le Chi, Ajit Sharmaa, Nguyen Thi Dieu Cam,… 

 

228 

REFERENCES  

1.  Siddiqui, M.H., Al-Whaibi, M.H. - Role of nano-SiO2 in germination of tomato 

(Lycopersicum esculentum seeds Mill.). Saudi Journal of Biological Sciences 21 (1) 

(2014) 13–17. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2013.04.005 

2.  Pei, Z.F., Ming, D.F., Liu, D., Wan, G.L., Geng, X.X., Gong, H.J., Zhou, W.J. -  

Silicon improves the tolerance to water-deficit stress induced by polyethylene glycol 

in wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) seedlings. Journal of Plant Growth Regulation 29 (1) 

(2010) 106–115. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00344-009-9120-9 

3.  Kaya, C., Tuna, L., Higgs, D. - Effect of Silicon on Plant Growth and Mineral 

Nutrition of Maize Grown Under Water-Stress Conditions. Journal of Plant Nutrition 

29 (8) (2006) 1469–1480. https://doi.org/10.1080/01904160600837238 

4.  Rastogi, A., Tripathi, D.K., Yadav, S., Chauhan, D.K., ˇZivˇc´ak, M., Ghorbanpour, 

M., ElSheery, N.I., Brestic, M. - Application of silicon nanoparticles in agriculture. 3 

Biotech 9 (3) (2019) 90. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13205-019-1626-7 

5.  Ma, JJ, Ren, YJ, Yan, LY. -  Effects of spray application of lanthanum and cerium on 

yield and quality of Chinese cabbage (Brassica chinensis L) based on different 

seasons. Biological Trace Element Research 160 (2014) 427–432. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12011-014-0062-0 

6.  Silva FBV, Nascimento CWA, Alvarez AM, Araújo PRM. - Inputs of rare earth 

elements in Brazilian agricultural soils via P-containing fertilizers and soil correctives. 

Journal of  Environmental Management 232 (2019) 90–96. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2018.11.031 

7.  El Zrelli R, Baliteau JY, Yacoubi L, Castet S, Grégoire M, Fabre S, Sarazin V, 

Daconceicao L, Courjault-Radé P, Rabaoui L. - Rare earth elements characterization 

associated to the phosphate fertilizer plants of Gabes (Tunisia, Central Mediterranean 

Sea): geochemical properties and behavior, related economic losses, and potential 

hazards. Science of The Total Environment 791 (2021) 148268. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.148268 

8. Tommasi F, Thomas PJ, Pagano G, Perono GA, Oral R, Lyons DM, Toscanesi M, 

Trifuoggi M. - Review of rare earth elements as fertilizers and feed additives: a 

knowledge gap analysis. Archives of Environmental Contamination Toxicology 81 

(2021) 531–540. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00244-020-00773-4 

9.  Ramos SJ, Dinali GS, Oliveira C, Martins GC, Moreira CG, Siqueira JO, Guilherme 

LRG - Rare earth elements in the soil environment. Current Pollution Reports 2 (2016) 

28–50.  https://doi.org/10.1007/s40726-016-0026-4 

10. Maksimovic I, Kastori R, Putnik-Delic M, Borišev M. - Effect of yttrium on 

photosynthesis and water relations in young maize plants. Journal of Rare Earths 32 

(2014) 372–378. https://doi.org/10.1016/S1002-0721(14)60080-6 

11.  Kovarikova M, Tomaskova I, Soudek P. - Rare earth elements in plants. Biologia 

Plantarum 63 (2019) 20–32. https://doi.org/10.32615/bp.2019.003 

12.  Hu Z, Richter H, Sparovek G, Schnug E. - Physiological and biochemical effects of 

rare earth elements on plants and their agricultural significance: a Review. Journal of 

Plant Nutrition 27 (2004) 183–220. http://dx.doi.org/10.1081/PLN-120027555 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2013.04.005
https://doi.org/10.1080/01904160600837238
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2018.11.031
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.148268
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1002-0721(14)60080-6
https://doi.org/10.32615/bp.2019.003


 Effects of nano-SiO2, Nd2O3, and CeO2 on the growth of Paramignya trimera (Oliv.)… 

 

229 

13.  Ren Y, Ren X, Ma J, Yan L. - Effects of mixed rare earth fertilizer on yield and nutrient 

quality of leafy vegetables during different seasons. Journal of Rare Earths 34 (2016) 

638–643. https://doi.org/10.1016/S1002-0721(16)60073-X 

14.  Nguyen VT, Bowyer MC, Vuong QV, Altena IAV, Scarlett CJ. - Phytochemicals and 

antioxidant capacity of Xao tam phan (Paramignya trimera) root as affected by 

various solvents and extraction methods. Industrial Crops and Products 67 (2015) 

192–200. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.indcrop.2015.01.051 

15.  Piao X, Byun HS, Lee S-R, Ju E, Park KA, Sohn K-C, Quan KT, Lee J, Na M, Hur 

GM. - 8-Geranylumbelliferone isolated from Paramignya trimera triggers 

RIPK1/RIPK3-dependent programmed cell death upon TNFR1 ligation. Biochemical 

Pharmacology 192 (2021) 114733. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bcp.2021.114733 

16.  Thakur, U., Shashni, S., Thakur, N., Rana, S.K., Singh, A. - A review on Paris 

polyphylla Smith: A vulnerable medicinal plant species of a global significance. 

Journal of Applied Research on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 33 (2023) 100447. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jarmap.2022.100447 

17.  Long, C. L., Li, H., Ouyang, Z., Yang, X., Li, Q., Trangmar, B. - Strategies for 

agrobiodiversity conservation and promotion: a case from Yunnan, China. 

Biodiversity & Conservation 12 (6) (2003) 1145–1156. 

https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1023085922265 

18.  Cunningham, A.B., Brinckmann, J.A., Bi, Y.F., Pei, S.J., Schippmann, U., Luo, P. - 

Paris in the spring: A review of the trade, conservation and opportunities in the shift 

from wild harvest to cultivation of Paris polyphylla (Trilliaceae). Journal of 

Ethnopharmacology 222 (2018) 208–216. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2018.04.048 

19.  Liu, W., Wang, Y., Chen, J., Lin, Z., Lin, M., Lin, X., Fan, Y. - Beneficial effects of 

gracillin from rhizoma paridis against gastric carcinoma via the potential 

TIPE2mediated induction of endogenous apoptosis and inhibition of migration in 

BGC823 cells. Frontiers in Pharmacology 12 (2021) 669199. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.669199 

20.  Faza Y, Hasratiningsih Z, Djustiana N, Sunendar B. - The effect of chitosan solution 

addition on the size of nano ceramic particles in ­ZrO2-Al2O3-SiO2 system through 

bottom-up method as dentistry raw material. Journal of Health and Dental Sciences 2 

(2022) 257–266. https://doi.org/10.54052/jhds.v2n2.p257-266 

21.  Adlim A, Bakar MA. - Preparation of chitosan-gold nanoparticles: part 2 the role of 

chitosan. Indonesian Journal of Chemistry 8 (3) 320-

326  https://doi.org/10.22146/ijc.21585 

22.  Trinh DH, Tran PT, Trinh BTD, Nguyen HT, Nguyen HD, Ha LD, Nguyen L-HD. - 

Coumarins and acridone alkaloids with α-glucosidase inhibitory and antioxidant 

activity from the roots of Paramignya trimera. Phytochemistry Letters 35 (2020) 94–

98. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.phytol.2019.10.010 

23.  Wang L, Ning C, Pan T, Cai K. - Role of silica nanoparticles in abiotic and biotic 

stress tolerance in plants: a review. International Journal of Molecular Sciences 23 (4) 

(2022) 1947. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms23041947 

24.  An TC, Ngoc PH, Sang PM, Truc PN, Tien NHT, Nhu TPH, Tam PTT, Hung LN, 

Van Trung P. - Directly Purification of Ostruthin from Paramignya trimera roots by 

CPC (centrifugal partition chromatography). Vietnam Journal of Chemistry 59 (1) 

(2021) 69–72. https://doi.org/10.1002/vjch.202000117 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S1002-0721(16)60073-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bcp.2021.114733
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jarmap.2022.100447
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jep.2018.04.048
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.669199
http://dx.doi.org/10.54052/jhds.v2n2.p257-266
https://doi.org/10.22146/ijc.21585
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.phytol.2019.10.010
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms23041947


Mai Hung Thanh Tung, Nguyen Thi Phuong Le Chi, Ajit Sharmaa, Nguyen Thi Dieu Cam,… 

 

230 

25.  Arcot, Y., Iepure, M., Hao, L., Min, Y., Behmer, S.T., Akbulut, M. - Interactions of 

foliar nanopesticides with insect cuticle facilitated through plant cuticle: Effects of 

surface chemistry and roughness-topography-texture. Plant Nano Biology 7 (2024) 

100062. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plana.2024.100062 

 26. Alsaeedi, A., El-Ramady, H., Alshaal, T., El-Garawany, M., Elhawat, N., Al-Otaibi, 

A. - Silica nanoparticles boost growth and productivity of cucumber under water 

deficit and salinity stresses by balancing nutrients uptake. Plant Physiology and 

Biochemistry 139 (2019) 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plaphy.2019.03.008 

27.  Murillo-Amador, B., Yamada, S., Yamaguchi, T., Rueda-Puente, E., ´Avila-Serrano, 

N., García-Hern´andez, J.L., L´opez-Aguilar, R., Troyo-Di´eguez, E., Nieto-Garibay, 

A. - Influence of calcium silicate on growth, physiological parameters and mineral 

nutrition in two legume species under salt stress, Journal of Agronomy and Crop 

Science  193 (6) (2007) 413–421. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-037X.2007.00273.x 

28.  Kasem, M.M., Abd El-Baset, M.M., Helaly, A.A., El-Boraie, E.-S.A., Alqahtani, 

M.D., Alhashimi, A., Abu-Elsaoud, A.M., Elkelish, A., Mancy, A.G., Alhumaid, A., 

ElBanna, M.F. - Pre and postharvest characteristics of Dahlia pinnata var. pinnata, 

cav. As affected by SiO2 and CaCO3 nanoparticles under two different planting dates. 

Heliyon 9 (6) (2023) e17292. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2023.e17292 

29.  Zahedi, S.M., Hosseini, M.S., Fahadi Hoveizeh, N., Kadkhodaei, S., Vaculík, M. - 

Comparative morphological, physiological and molecular analyses of droughtstressed 

strawberry plants affected by SiO2 and SiO2-NPs foliar spray. Scientia Horticulturae 

309 (2023) 111686. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scienta.2022.111686 

30.  Mary Isabella Sonali, J., Kavitha, R., Kumar, P.S., Rajagopal, R., Gayathri, K.V., Ghfar, 

A. A., Govindaraju, S. - Application of a novel nanocomposite containing micronutrient 

solubilizing bacterial strains and CeO2 nanocomposite as bio-fertilizer. Chemosphere 

286 (2022) 131800. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2021.131800 

31.  Gomez-Garay, A., Pintos, B., Manzanera, J.A., Lobo, C., Villalobos, N., Martín, L. - 

Uptake of CeO2 Nanoparticles and Its Effect on Growth of Medicago arborea In Vitro 

Plantlets. Biological Trace Element Research 161 (1) (2014) 143–150. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12011-014-0089-2 

32.  Salehi, H., Chehregani, A., Lucini, L., Majd, A., Gholami, M. - Morphological, proteomic 

and metabolomic insight into the effect of cerium dioxide nanoparticles to Phaseolus 

vulgaris L. under soil or foliar application. Science of  The Total Environment. 616-617 

(2018) 1540–1551. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.10.159 

 33. Wang, Y. Z., Li, P. - Effect of cultivation years on saponins in Paris Polyphylla var. 

yunnanensis using ultra-high liquid chromatography–tandem mass spectrometry and 

Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy. Plant Growth Regulation 84 (2) (2018) 373–

381. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10725-017-0348-2 

34.  Xiao, X.-H., Yuan, Z.-Q., Li, G.-K. - Separation and purification of steroidal saponins 

from Paris polyphylla by microwave-assisted extraction coupled with countercurrent 

chromatography using evaporative light scattering detection. Journal of Separation 

Science 37 (6) (2014) 635-641.  https://doi.org/10.1002/jssc.201301341 

  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plana.2024.100062
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.plaphy.2019.03.008
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1439-037X.2007.00273.x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2023.e17292
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scienta.2022.111686
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2021.131800
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.10.159
https://doi.org/10.1002/jssc.201301341


 Effects of nano-SiO2, Nd2O3, and CeO2 on the growth of Paramignya trimera (Oliv.)… 

 

231 

TÓM TẮT 

ẢNH HƯỞNG CỦA NANO-SiO2, Nd2O3 VÀ CeO2 ĐẾN SỰ SINH TRƯỞNG  

CỦA CÂY XÁO TAM PHÂN VÀ CÂY BẢY LÁ MỘT HOA 

Mai Hùng Thanh Tùng1*, Nguyễn Thị Phương Lệ Chi2, Ajit Sharmaa3,  

Nguyễn Thị Diệu Cẩm4, Cao Văn Hoàng4
, Hoàng Thu Trang5

 

1Trường Đại học Công Thương Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh, 

140 Lê Trọng Tấn, Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh, Việt Nam 

2Trường Đại học Tài nguyên và Môi trường Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh,  

236B Lê Văn Sỹ, Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh, Việt Nam 

3Đại học Lovely Professional, Phagwara, Punjab, Ấn Độ 

4Trường Đại học Quy Nhơn, 170 An Dương Vương, TP. Quy Nhơn, Bình Định, Việt Nam 

5Khoa Hóa học, Đại học Quốc gia Hà Nội, 19 Lê Thánh Tông, Hà Nội, Việt Nam 

*Email: tungmht@huit.edu.vn 

 Nghiên cứu này ứng dụng các vật liệu nano-SiO2, Nd2O3 và CeO2 làm phân bón cho cây 

Xáo tam phân và cây Bảy lá một hoa. Kết quả thực nghiệm cho thấy việc sử dụng riêng lẻ 

nano-SiO2, Nd2O3 và CeO2 đã kích thích sự tăng trưởng thân và rễ của cây Xáo tam phân và 

cây Bảy lá một hoa. Chiều cao cây, chiều dài rễ, trọng lượng thân và rễ của cây được bón với 

hỗn hợp Nd2O3 và SiO2 hoặc CeO2 và SiO2 cao hơn nhiều so với cây chỉ được bón vật liệu 

nano riêng lẻ. Các thí nghiệm chiết xuất chỉ ra rằng ostruthin, một dược chất có giá trị, tích tụ 

chủ yếu trong rễ của cây Xáo tam phân không phải trong thân của nó. Hàm lượng ostruthin 

trong rễ của Bảy lá một hoa được bón Nd2O3 cũng cao hơn nhiều so với hàm lượng ostruthin 

trong rễ cây đối chứng và cây được bón SiO2. Hàm lượng gracillin, một dược chất quan trọng, 

trong thân rễ của cây Bảy lá một hoa được bón CeO2 cũng cao hơn nhiều so với hàm lượng 

trong cây được bón SiO2. 

Từ khóa: Xáo tam phân, Bảy lá một hoa, ostruthin, gracillin, phân bón nano, tác dụng hiệp 

đồng, nano-SiO2, nano-Nd2O3, nano-CeO2. 
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