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ABSTRACT: This paper presents a study of “Identification of the non-English majored
students’ pronunciation mistakes in pronouncing “ed” ending at Haiphong university”.
The samples consist of thirty two non-English majored students at the first semester in a
class of Haiphong university. This research uses the quantitative method. This paper
aims to show the mistakes that the students made in pronouncing the -ed ending. The
research shows that many mistakes in pronouncing the -ed ending were made by the
students. The -ed ending pronounced as /id/ was the easiest for the students to pronounce
exactly with the least mistakes made by them. The -ed ending pronounced as /t/ and /d/
were pronounced like Vietnamese sounds by a number of the students; “ed” ending was
not pronounced or mispronounced by some of the students. These findings became the
base for the English teacher to design and implement English teaching tasks that helped
the students correct the mistakes.

Keywords: identification; pronunciation mistakes; pronouncing -ed ending

NHAN BIET LOI PHAT AM DUOI “ED” CUA SINH VIEN KHONG CHUYEN TIENG ANH
NAM THU NHAT TRUONG BAI HOC HAI PHONG

TOM TAT: Bai bao niy trinh bay nghién ctru vé “Nhan biét 15i phat 4m “ed” cua sinh
vién khong chuyén tiéng Anh trueong dai hoc Hai Phong”. Mau nghién ciru bao gdm 32
sinh vién khong chuyén tiéng Anh khi dang hoc & hoc ky L, tai mot 16p khong chuyén
tiéng Anh cua truong dai hoc Hai Phong. Nghién ciru ndy sir dung phuong phap dinh
lwong. Bai bao nhim chi ra nhimg 151 sai ma sinh vién mac phai khi phat 4m cac tir két
thiic bang -ed. Day da 1a co s¢ dé gido vién tiéng Anh cia ho thiét ké va trién khai cac
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hoat dong day tiéng Anh gitp sinh vién stra 161 phat 4m sai dudi “ed”. Két qua cho thay

nhiéu hoc sinh kho phat 4m chinh xéac cac tir tin cing bang -ed. Nhitng tir c¢6 dudi “ed”

phat 4m 13 / id / d& dang phat 4m chinh x4c hon nhimng trudong hop con lai ddi véi sinh

vién tham gia nghién ctru. Mot s6 sinh vién phat 4m / t/ va / d / gibng 4m tiéng Viét, mot

s0 sinh vién bo phat am dudi “ed” va mot s sinh vién phat am truong hop nay thanh

truong hop khéac cua duoi “ed”. Két qua nghién ctru dugce str dung lam co s¢ dé gido vién

thuc hién bién phap stra 16i phat 4m duéi “ed” cho sinh vién.

Twr khoa: Nhan dang; Phat am; Phat am -ed Két thic

1. INTRODUCTION

Dal-ton & Seidlhofer in Tlazalo and
Basurto (2014:153) that
pronunciation is the action of producing

defines

sounds of speech to communicate a
message. According to Marza (2014:1),
spoken communication is grounded on the
communicability not only determined by
correct grammar and profuse vocabulary
but also on the correct interplay between
segmental and supra-segmental features
making up pronunciation. For this reason,
possessing a good pronunciation of the
foreign language is vital in oral
communication. In addition, they also said
that it is important to recognize that
foreign language students must aim at
developing a good pronunciation but it
does not mean that they have to sound

exactly like a native speaker.

Learning English pronunciation 1is
quite difficult for Vietnamese students
since they have been used to speaking their
mother tongue since childhood. According
to Dewi (2009), the common problem of
learning English pronunciation is caused
by the differences between the sound
system of two languages. In addition,
pronunciation as well as listening and

speaking and are sometimes neglected in
the process of language teaching in favor
of grammar, reading and writing, which
are rather more likely to lead to success in
examination in secondary and high school.
However, it seems rather pointless to study
a foreign language at all if one does not
intend to communicate in with other
speakers of that language and, to this end
one must learn how to pronounce it in a
way which can be understood by a variety

of listeners (Nunu, et.al., 2021:83).

Muslimah (2013:21) in the result of
her research found that many students have
some problems in pronunciation. They think
to pronounce English is difficult thing to do.
It is because their tongue is not used in
pronouncing some words that they seldom
pronounce. Nunu, et.al., (2021) showed that
most of the students were difficult to
pronounce the -ed ending words correctly,
because the students could not differentiate
which one is final of /d/ id / and t/, the
students also have lack of knowledge about -
ed ending words. Vietnamese students of
English, including those at HP university,
are likely to make pronunciation mistake
with the “ed” ending. This adversely affects
the students' speaking test results in the final
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exams of the English course, the English
graduation standard exams, and the students'
English communication after graduation.
With the goal of contributing to improving
the quality of English teaching and learning
in the university, I would like to research
“Identification of the non-English majored
students’

pronouncing

pronunciation  mistakes in

“ed” ending at Haiphong
university”.

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

1. Pronunciation

the
production of sounds to make meaning. It

Pronunciation  refers  to
includes attention to the particular sounds
of a language (segments), aspects of
speech such as intonation, phrasing, stress,
timing, rhythm (suprasegmental aspects),
how the voice is projected (voice quality)
and, in its broadest definition, attention to
gestures and expressions that are closely
related to the way we speak a language
(Yates, 2002) (cited in Nunu, et.al., 2021).
Hakim (2012:1) also says that learning
pronunciation is not a simple process of
memorizing a number item that can be
mapped on to another tongue. This implies
that skills of
pronouncing is really important so that the

learners’ practice and
listeners can understand the speakers in
oral communication. If someone speaks
inappropriate pronunciation, the listener
cannot understand what the speakers
talking about or it may disturb others’
understanding. According to Oxford
Advanced English dictionary,
“pronunciation is a way in which a
language or a particular word or sound is
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spoken”. English is a language that is not
possessed only by one nation. English can
be identified of one’s nation language as it
has differences in terms of vocabulary,
We can
pronounce /gra:s/ to British
English or pronounce /graes/ referred to
American English (Nunu, et.al, 2021).
Thus, teachers and learners should know

spelling and pronunciation.
referred

about different variations of English which
helps them communicate in English more
efficiently.

Jones (1972:2) showed that the
students of spoken English or any other
spoken language are faced at the out-set
with difficulties of five kinds in the matter
of pronunciation. First, they must learn to
recognize readily and with certainly the
various speech-sound occurring in the
language, when he hears them pronounced.
He must moreover learn to remember the
acoustic qualities; he must learn to make
the foreign sounds with his own organs of
speech; he must learn to use those sounds
in their proper places in connected speech;
he must learn the proper usage in the
matter of ‘sounds attributes’ or parodies as
they often called (especially length, stress,
and voice-pitch); and he must learn to
contact sounds, 1, €, to join each sound of
sequence on to the next, and pronounce the
complete sequence rapidly and without
stumbling (Afifah, 2013:2).

2. -Ed ending
“Ed” ending is added to verbs to
make the form “V_ed”, for example:

“played, picked... “V_ed” can function as
a verb such as “wanted” or an adjective



such as “interested”. Though this research
only focuses on pronunciation of -ed
ending in the past form of regular verbs,
this part mentions -ed ending in broader
view. Firstly, -ed ending is used in the past
simple. The past form of verbs includes
regular verbs and irregular verbs. It can
find -ed ending in the past form of regular
verbs. Secondly, -ed ending is also used in
the Past Participle of regular verbs. There
are some ways to use past participle, they
are: with the perfect tenses; with the
passive  voiced; participial  phrases.
Thirdly, -ed ending is used in adjectives.
There is a large group of adjectives which
are formed by adding -ed or -ing ending
after verbs. The -ed ending is used on
adjectives which describe the effect this
person, thing, or situation has on us where
as “the -ing ending is used on adjectives
which describe a person or thing or

situation (Redman, 2001:64).

For words with -ed ending as verbs in
the past forms and past participle forms,
(Syafei, 1988:90) states that it has three
pronunciation; [t] as in “picked”[pikt], [d]
as in ‘believed” [bili:vd], and [1d] as in
“needed” [ni:did]. Moreover, he indicates
the rules to pronounce the -ed ending as
follows: a. [d] after all voiced consonants
except [d], and after all vowel sounds as in
planned [plend], begged [begd], played
[pleid]; b. [t] after all voiceless consonants
except [t] as in stopped [stopt], kissed
[kist], picked [pikt]; c. [id] after [d,t] as in
needed [ni:did], wanted [wontid].
with
adjectives, it was shown that just like when it
occurs in past forms and past participle, -ed

For words -ed ending as

ending in adjective also has the three
pronunciations: [t],[d], and [1d]. The rules are
as follows: a. When -ed follows the sound [d]
or [t], it is pronounced [1d]; b. When -ed
follows a voiceless consonant (apart from [t])
[pl, K], [f], [s], [01,[[, [t[], it is pronounced
[t]; c. When -ed follows a vowel sound, or a
voiced consonant sound (apart from [d]) [b],
[g], [v1, [2], 31, [3], [ds], [mln], [n], [1], [1],
it is pronounced [d]. However, it is stated that
there are some adjectives which do not
follow these rules. They have -ed endings
which are pronounced [1d], such as in naked
[‘neikid], wicked [‘wikid], etc. (cited in
Syafei, 1988:91)

In summary, there are three rules to
pronounce “ed” ending which can be used
for both verbs and adjectives with “ed”
ending. First, “ed” ending is pronounced
[1d] after [t,d] as in wanted [wontid],
needed [ni:did]. Second, “ed” ending is
pronounced [t] after all wvoiceless
consonants: [p], [kl [fl. [s], [61.L]]. [t]],
except [t] as in stopped [stopt], kissed
[kist], picked [pikt]... Third, “ed” ending
is pronounced [d] after all vowel sounds,
or voiced consonants: [b], [g], [V], [z], [0],
[3], [d3], [m],[n], [n], [1], [r], apart from [d]
as in planned [plend], begged [begd],
played [pleid]... However, there are some
adjectives which do not follow these rules.
They have -ed endings which are always

pronounced [1d], such as in naked
[‘neikid], wicked [ ‘wikid], etc.
3. RESEARCH METHOD

This study uses quantitative research
method. In Watson R. (2015)’s view point,
quantitative research is the research which
of methods

encompassces a range

TAP CHf KHOA HOC SO 55, Thang 11/2022 \ 83



with the
investigation of social phenomena, using

concerned systematic
statistical or numerical data. Therefore,
involves
that the
phenomena under study can be measured.

quantitative research

measurement and assumes
It sets out to analyze data for trends and
the

measurements made. Quantitative research

relationships and to  verify
may be considered as a way of thinking
about the world. It is essentially deductive:
measurements are made, analysis is
applied and conclusions are drawn
(Watson R., 2015). The research was
conducted to obtain data derived from the
participants. The selected research site was
located in Hai Phong university in Viet
Nam. The objects were taken from the first
semester non-English majored students in

a class of Haiphong university.

The source of the data in this study
was an internal source, the data is collected
from the records of the classroom where
the researcher was also the teacher. One
source of data was used: primary data
which is collecting information for the
specific purposes of the study. It was first-
hand collected. It
collected for the first time. It was original

information was

and more reliable.

Instrument of the research was an
oral test using the practice exercise which
is a part of the real lesson of ‘ed’
pronunciation. The students practiced to
read the words with “ed” ending by
themselves after they had studied how to
pronounce “ed” ending and practiced with
repetition. This activity was carried out for
the aim of checking and correcting in the
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real lesson. A recorder was used to record
the students’ pronunciation. Thus, the data
was collected and saved.

In terms of technique of collecting data,
in conducting the research, some steps were
required to be done in clear chronological
order. In this study there were several steps to
collect the data. First, the students were
taught the lesson of “ed” ending with the
steps
studying literature, practicing by repeating,

in the curriculum, consisting of
free practicing, checking and correcting.
Their free practice was recorded to enable the
researcher to find out the students ‘“ed”
ending mistakes through observation.

For technique of data analysis, the
quantitative data analysis suits this research.
The students’ -ed ending pronunciation
mistakes and their numbers and percentages
of the mistakes were presented in tables,
column charts and pie charts.

4. FINDINGS

This part focuses on data analysis of
the research about students’ mistakes in
pronouncing -ed ending and focuses on
discussion of the data of result finding.
Data analysis describes the students’
mistakes in pronouncing ed-ending to
answer the problem statement of the
research. Based on the instrument of the
research, the findings of the students’
mistakes were found by using observation.
The observation described the students’
ability in pronouncing ed-ending. The
result of observation was shown in table 1.
Though the test was carried out in the
whole class with 40 students but the
number of participants was only 32
because 8 of them were absent.



1. General situation of the students’ mistakes in pronouncing “ed” ending

Table 1: Students’ mistakes in pronouncing “ed” ending

Students’ mistakes in pronouncing “ed” ending

Words Worked Visited Joined Asked Waited Arrived
RP It/ /id/ /d/ It/ /id/ /d/
PN

1 A% \Y \Y
2 N N N
3 \Y \Y \Y \Y
4 ->id ->id ->id N N
5 N A% N \Y
6 ->id A% N >t \Y
7 N N N N N
8 N

9 N N N N
10 ab ab ab ab ab ab
11 N A% N \Y
12 N N N N N N
13 ab ab ab ab ab ab
14 N N N
15 ab ab ab ab ab ab
16 ab ab ab ab ab ab
17

18 N

19 ab ab ab ab ab ab
20 N N A%
21 ->id ->id ->id N

22 ab ab ab ab ab ab
23 ab ab ab ab ab ab
24 ->id A% A% ->id A%
25

26 N N
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In table 1, the mistakes were written
in the symbols: N, V and ->. The mistakes
were classified into 3 types: N means “ed”
ending was not pronounced; V means “ed”
ending was pronounced like Vietnamese
sounds that have the same spelling; ->
means “ed” ending was changed into
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27 A% N N N

28 ->id N N A%

29 N N N N

30 N VvV A% A%

31 A" \%

32 N

33 ab ab ab ab ab ab

34 ->id >id N \Y

35

36 \Y A" \% A%

37 A" N \Y4

38

39 A%

40 N A%
Explanation of table 1: another sound. The blank boxes mean
Symbols Meaning there were no mistakes.

RP Rl%ht Eronupmahon As can be seen in table 1, there are six
of “ed” ending i T
PN Participant Number words with “ed” ending in the oral test
which were read aloud by 32 students
N not pronounced individually.  Thus, there are 192
v pronounced like pronunciations collected from the test in
Vietnamese sounds total. As we can see in table 1 and 2, the
that l}ave the same total number of mistakes is 95 that
spelling . equivalences 49.5% of 192 pronunciations
-> changed into )
ab absent of the words in the test. On the other hand,

according to the result in the table 1, 87.5 %
of the students made from 1 to 6 mistakes in
pronouncing the words with “ed” ending.
Among total 32 participants, 4 students
(12.5%) made 1 mistake; 3 students (9.3%)
made 2 mistakes; 5 students (15.6%) made 3
11 students (34.3%) made 4
4 students (12.5%) made 5

mistakes;
mistakes;



mistakes and 1 student (3.2%) made 6
mistakes. The number of the students who
did not make any mistakes in the oral test
was 4, occupying 12.5% of the participants.

Those are the students numbered 17,
25, 35 and 38 in table 1. These results
show that though the students had learned
the literature of pronouncing “ed” ending
and do the repetition practice in the lesson
with the words, a high percentage (87.5%)
of the students failed to pronounce 1 to 6
of the 6 words with “ed” ending in the free
practice and the number of mistakes made
by the students is 49.5% of the
pronunciations. The figures can also be
seen in pie chart 1 below. It’s obvious that
the students’ ability in pronouncing “ed”
ending is still poor. It’s high time the
teacher and students themselves took
action to correct the mistakes.

Pie chart 1: Percentages of the students making
pronunciation mistakes of "ed" ending

12,50%

m Students making mistakes
m students making no mistakes

On the other side, we can see that the
words with “ed” ending after “t” is easiest
for the students to pronounced correctly as
“tid”. Only 2 students (6%) made mistakes
in pronouncing “ed” in “visited” and 10
students (31%) made mistakes in
pronouncing “ed” in “waited”. Whereas,
the numbers of the students making
mistakes in pronouncing “ed” in the other
words are over 20 (62.5%). It is necessary

for the teacher and students to pay more
attention to correcting these cases. The
figures can be seen in table 2 and chart 1
below.

2. The students’ common mistakes
n pronouncing “ed”ending

Table 2: The numbers of the mistakes
Mistakes N |V > Total
Words
Worked 11 3 6 20
Visited 2 0 0 2
Joined 8 10 3 21
Asked 13| 5 2 20
Waited 8 0 2 10
Arrived 7 15 0 22
Total 49 | 33 13 95

Explanation of table 2:

Chart 1. The numbers of the mistakes made for each
words

Worke Visited ine Asked Arrived
=N mV u>

Symbols Meaning

N not pronounced
pronounced like

v Vietnamese sounds
that have the same
spelling

-> changed into

From table 2 and chart 1, we can see
that there are total 95 mistakes made by
the students in the test. The mistakes were
classified into 3 cases: “ed” ending was
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not pronounced; “ed” ending was
pronounced like Vietnamese sounds that
have the same spelling; “ed” ending was
changed into another sound.

The most common mistake is “ed”
ending was not pronounced that makes up
51.5% of the total number of the mistakes.
The mistake happened in all cases. It was
made the most in “asked” and “worked”
by 34% and 40% of the students and the
least in “visited” by only 6% of the
students. In the rest cases, it is made by
from 21% to 25% of the students.

The least common mistake is “ed”
ending was changed into another sound or
mistaken for another case of pronouncing
“ed” ending. For example, in table 1, the
student 4 pronounced ‘“ed” ending in
“worked” as /id/ instead of /t/. This means
he said /ws3:kid/ instead of /ws3:kt/. Most of
the students making this mistake
pronounced “ed” as /id/ in the words with
“ed” ending pronounced as /t/ and /d/.
Only 1 of them (student number 6
pronouncing “waited”) pronounced /id/
into /t/. It was possible that they did not
know or memorize the theory well or
couldn’t  distinguish  the  different
pronunciations of “ed” ending, or they did
not spend enough time to practice it.

“od”
ending was pronounced like Vietnamese
sounds that have the same spelling. This
mistake only appeared in the words with
“ed” ending pronounced as /t/ and /d/. This
shows that the students making this
mistake could recognize the right
pronunciation of “ed” ending in these
words but they couldn’t pronounce them

Another common mistake is
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naturally enough. They pronounce them
like reading the Ilatter “t” and “d” in
Vietnamese.

CONCLUSION

Based on the identification, it was
found that the
pronunciation is about half of the total
pronunciation of -ed ending tested. A large

students’  correct

number of the students made one or more
mistakes in pronouncing the words with
“ed” ending tested. It showed that the
students’ ability in pronouncing -ed ending
was still poor. The result showed that
pronouncing “ed” ending as /t/ and /d/ is
difficult the
pronounce correctly than the one of /id/.

more for students to
The most common mistake is “ed” ending
was not pronounced; the least common
mistake is “ed” ending was changed into
another sound and another common
mistake is “ed” ending was pronounced
like Vietnamese sounds that have the same
spelling. It is necessary for the teacher and
students to pay more attention to
correcting these errors. These findings can
be used as the base for the teacher and the
students to take action to improve the

students’ pronunciation of “ed” ending.
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