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L a n g xa Viet Nam t i i trong lich sii 
dai lau, trai qua nhieu bien dong 

thang tram cua dan toe da dong vai tro rd't 
quan trong va tich ciic vao cong cuoc xay 
dQng va bao ve que hiidng, da't nude, da 
lam hinh thanh va phat trien nhdng 
truyen tho'ng tot dep. V6i nhdng ddc diem 
cua minh, lang xa con la ndi bao ton lau dai 
nen van hoa truyen tho'ng, ban sac van hoa 
dan toe. Co the nghi rang, lang xa la cd sd 
nen tang cua van hoa, van minh Viet Nam. 

Khong ph i i la khong co cd sd khi noi 
r ing "Lang xa Viet Nam la cai chia khoa de 
giai ma bi mat Viet Nam, t h i n ky Viet 
Nam" (1). Vi vdy, nghien cdu toan dien, sau 
sac lang xa ngddi Viet de lam r5 qua trinh 
phat trien, nhdng dac diem va nhdng dong 
gop cu the, vai tro, vi t r i cua no trong lich 
sd Viet Nam la mot viec lam rat c in thiet, 
bd ich va cd nghia khoa hoc, thdc t i l n . 
Cuo'n sach Htfdng Udc cd lang xd ddng bang 
Bdc Bo cua PGS.TS. Vu Duy Men ra m i t 
ban doc da gdp phan thiet thdc dap dng 
dddc yeu c iu noi tren. Bdi le, nhd chung ta 
biet, lich sd cua hddng ddc td hddng ddc cd 
den hddng ddc c i i lddng va ngay nay la 
hddng ddc mdi (quy ddc lang van hoa) gan 

lien vdi lich sd phat trien cua lang xa ngddi 
Viet, vdi ndi dung phan anh kha sinh ddng, 
ro ndt va phong phu nhieu mdt hoat ddng 
da dang cua lang xa. Cudn sach la ke't qua 
nghien cdu nhieu ndm ve de tai hddng ddc 
trddc nam 2004 va trdc tiep la de tai cip 
Vien cua tac gia td ndm 2004, da dddc Hoi 
ddng khoa hoc cua Vien Sd hoc nghiem thu 
danh gia cdng trinh dat chit lddng cao. 
Dieu do da ndi len chit lddng cua cudn 
sich. 

Vdi tdng sd' 368 trang sich in khd 14,5 x 
20,5, ngoai phin ldi nha xui't ban, ldi gidi 
thieu cua Vien trddng Vien Sd hoc, ldi md 
dau cua t ic g i i , ke't lu in , tai lieu tham 
khio, noi dung chinh cudn sich gdm cd 
chddng 1: "Hddng ddc Thuit ngd hinh 
thdc van bin, ngudn gdc va dieu kien xui't 
hien" (tr. 19-130); Chddng 2: "Ndi dung chu 
yeu cua hddng ddc" (tr. 131-310); Chddng 3: 
"Anh hddng cua Dao ly nho gia va vai trd 
cua hddng ddc dd'i vdi ddi sdng cdng ddng 
l ing x i " (tr. 311-354). Thdng qua ndi dung 
3 chddng, cudn sich giup ngddi doc hieu 
biet k h i tiidng t i n ve thuat ngd khoin ddc, 
hddng ddc, ngudn gdc va ndi dung cua 
hddng ddc, vai trd cua hddng ddc ddi vdi ddi 
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song cong dong lang xa, net van hoa co 
truyen dac triing cua lang xa ngiidi Viet 
noi ldc duy t r i va phat trien lang xa Viet 
Nam trong lich sd. 

Thdc vay, trong khuon khd 112 trang 
sach cua chddng 1, tac gia da giup cho ddc 
gia hieu biet nhieu van de quan trong nhii 
xuat xd thuat ngd "khoan lidc", "hiidng 
lidc", noi ham cua hai thuat ngd nay; qua 
trinh xuat hien thuat ngd "khoan ddc" (td 
cudi the ky XIV den gida the ky XX) va thdi 
gian xuat hien va tdn tai cua thuat ngd 
hddng ddc td nda sau the ky XVII deh dau 
thekyXX" (2). 

Td sau nam 1921, hau het cac lang xa d 
Bac Bo deu lap hddng ddc cai lddng. Td do 
theo tac gia cho biet "the ky XX la the ky 
cua hddng ddc" Chddng nay cdn cho biet 
nhdng net chung va stf khac nhau gida 
khoan tfdc va hiidng tfdc. Td viec trinh bay 
xuat xd, qua trinh xua't hien thuat ngd 
khoan ddc, hddng ddc, tac gia rut ra nhan 
xet ly thd la hai thuat ngd nay "vd'n gdc 
Han du nhap vao Viet Nam da dddc "Viet 
hoa" Mot mat no van gid dddc ban chat 
cua noi dung thudt ngd. Mat khac cac 
thuat ngd nay dddc hieu theo each hieu 
thong thddng cua ngddi ndng dan lang xa... 
nhdng da'u a'n cua hddng ddc trong cac lang 
xa cd truyen Trung Qudc mang ddm td 
tddng quan chu rat sau sac md nhat ma 
phan dam hdn la nhdng quy ddc rieng 
mang tinh chat td quan cua cac lang xa" 
(3). 

Tiep theo, tac gia trinh bay ve hinh thdc 
van ban hddng ddc bao gdm chat lieu tao 
nen hinh thdc vdn ban, chd viet va cac con 
dau tren van ban, ke't ca'u noi dung, tac gia 
va nien dai van ban, ngudn gdc hddng ddc; 
nhdng dieu kien xua't hien hddng ddc. 
Bang nhdng chdng cd sd lieu xac thdc, tac 
gia da gidp cho ban doc thay ro td le lang 
bat thanh van den thanh vdn, hddng ddc 
xuat hien. Do la ke't qua cua sd can thiep 
ngay cang rao rie't cua nha nddc phong 

kien doi v6i lang xa, do cdn la do qua trinh 
van dong, phat trien nhieu mat cua td than 
cac lang xa ngtfdi Viet. Hai dieu kien dd 
khong the thieu de hiidng tfdc cd ra ddi 
trong cac lang xa khu vtfc ddng bang Bdc 
Bo td the ky XV den dau the ky XX va 
hddng ddc c i i lddng td sau nam 1921 den 
trddc Cach mang Thang Tam nam 1945. 

Trong 180 trang sach cua chddng 2, bao 
gdm c i cac bing thdng ke dien hinh cac di 
tich lich sd van hoa, tac g i i l i n ltfdt trinh 
bay ndi dung chu ye'u cua hddng ddc bao 
gdm nhdng quy ddc lien quan deh bo may 
harm chinh va cac td chdc xa hoi trong lang 
xa nhd quy ddc ve to chdc hanh chinh, ve 
to chdc xa hoi. Nhdng quy ddc ve cac hoat 
dong van hda xa hdi (cac viec trong lang 
xa) nhd viec thue, phu, hnh, cheo eddi, viec 
hieu, hddng am, vi thd dinh trung, vide 
khao vong va mdng tho, dd dat, thanh 
quan, viec tuan phdng, cam cd bac, rtfdu 
che qua chen, yeu dddng bat chinh, viec 
ngu cd, gid ve sinh bao ve mdi trddng, mua 
ban danh vi, giao hieu ke't cha; Vide thd 
than va te' le hang nam nhd vide thd than 
thanh hoang, vide thd hau, thd tam giao va 
tin ngtfdng ndng nghiep. 

Nhdng quy ddc lien quan deh sin xuat 
ndng nghiep va hoat ddng cua mdt so 
phddng hoi thu cdng nhd quy ddc lien quan 
deh ndng nghiep, quy ddc ve phddng hdi 
thu cdng. Quy ddc ve" thddng, phat. 

Chddng nay, tac gia dda vao cac tai lieu 
lich sd chinh xac, cac tai lieu Han Ndm, tai 
lieu khio sat thdc dja da phan tich, ndi 
dung cac b i n hddng ddc cd cua mdt sd' lang 
xa d Ha Tinh, Nghe An, Thanh Hda, Ha 
Ndi, H i i Dddng, Bic Ninh... giup cho ngddi 
doc hieu biet kha tddng tan, chinh xac ve 
nhdng noi dung phong phd cua hddng ddc, 
cd each nhin nhdn sat thdc ve mot sd' td 
chdc cua lang xa cd truydh nhd td chdc 
Hddng giap trong lich sd Viet Nam thdi 
trung dai. Cung td vide phan tich ndi dung 
cac ban hddng ddc cd d lang Md Trach (Hai 
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Dicing), htfdng udc lang Ngoc Than (Ngoc 
My, Quoc Oai, Ha Noi)... tac gia cho ngtfdi 
doc biet dtfdc chdc nang, hoat dong cua td 
chdc giap trong cac loai lang khac nhau 
nhtf giap d mot so" lang khoa bang, d lang 
thuan nong vdng Blc Bo. Td khao cdu cong 
phu htfdng tfdc, tac gia rut ra nhan xet cd 
cd sd tai lieu thuyet phuc rang "Giap la mdt 
td chdc quan chdng ttf nguyen ndi lang xa. 
Giap xuat hien vao khoang thdi gian cudi 
the' ky XV, dau the' ky XVI va tdn tai d cac 
the' ky sau dd cho deh trtfdc hoae sau nam 
1945 thi giap cung vdi cd ca'u td chdc lang 
xa cd truyen bi giai the" (4). Dtfa vao ndi 
dung van bia chda va khoan tfdc cua nhieu 
lang xa, cudn sach cho thay each dat ten 
cho ddn vi giap thtfdng theo phtfdng htfdng 
(ddng, tay, nam, bac, thtfdng, trung, ha) 
hoae theo sd'thd td (nha't, nhi, tam...) hoae 
theo dia danh, theo ten chd (Phdc Tho, An 
Binh...), cung cd khi dddc dat ten theo sd 
ke't hdp gida phddng hddng vdi sd' thd td, cd 
mot sd' lang xa dat ten giap theo can chi 
(giap At, giap Binh...). 

Tac gia cd dd cd sd tren cd sd phan tich 
ndi dung kha nhieu ban hddng ddc cd cua 
mot sd' dia phddng khi nhan dinh "ndi dung 
cua hddng ddc da de cap tdi cd ca'u td chdc 
hanh chinh bd may quan ly lang xa (cac 
chdc dich ly dich) ma ddng dau la vien xa 
trddng, ly trddng va cac loai hinh td chdc 
xa hdi nhd xdm, tdc (ho), giap (phe), hoi td 
van, hdi td vo, giao phddng phddng bat 
am trong nhieu lang xa. Cac loai hinh td 
chdc dd deu gid'ng nhau ve nguyen tac td 
chdc va mot sd' chdc nang hoat ddng. Song 
trong thdc te' hoat ddng cua cac to chdc xa 
hdi da di ln ra het sdc sinh ddng, chdc nang 
dddc md rong va thdm chi nhdng nhiem vu 
khac biet. Noi dung cac hddng ddc cdn 
phan arih cac hoat ddng van hda xa hdi 
cua cac to chdc tren ra't phong phd, bieu 
bien d nhdng quy tfdc ve cac viec trong lang 
xa..." (5)-

Chtfdng 3 vdi 44 trang, td phan tich ndi 
dung cac ban htfdng tfdc lang Phd Van (Yen 
Thanh, Nghe An), htfdng tfdc xa Phd Ltfu 
Thtfdng (huyen Can Ldc, Ha Tinh), khoan 
le thdn Tra Ldi (Yen My, Htfng Yen), htfdng 
tfdc xa Quang Hie'n (Yen Md, Ninh Binh), 
htfdng tfdc xa Hda Tranh (Uhg Hda, Ha 
Ndi), htfdng tfdc xa Nhtf Ang (huyen Ngoc 
Sdn, Thanh Hda)... tac gia cho ngtfdi doc 
thay rd giap ly kinh dien Nho giao da trd 
thanh nen tang giao ly de cac nha Nho Viet 
Nam xay dtfng nen cac ban htfdng ddc. Dao 
ly Nho gia da anh hddng sau sac ddn ndi 
dung hddng ddc lang xa Viet Nam. 

Chddng nay cung td phan tich cac dieu 
luat cua nhieu ban hddng ddc da lam ro 
nhdng mat ich cdc cua hddng ddc - "bd ludt 
rieng cua lang xa, ma ndt tieu bieu la Idu 
gid dddc nhdng truyen thd'ng tdt dep doan 
ke't, yeu thddng, giup dd ldn nhau cua nhan 
dan cac lang xa, cd' ke't cdng ddng them ben 
vdng" 

Chddng nay cung neu len nhdng mat 
han che' cua hddng ddc nhd bao Idu nhdng 
cd tuc ve le thdi xa'u nhd trong nam khinh 
nd, phan biet dan ngu cd, chinh cd, de cao 
tinh dia phddng chu nghia, tam ly lang xa 
dd' ky, ghen ghet, can trd sd tieh bd va lam 
phddng hai tdi quyen ldi chung, anh hddng 
den luat phap nha nddc. 

Cung can neu len them mdt du diem 
nda cua cud'n "Hddng ddc cd lang xa ddng 
bang Bac Bd" la tac gia hoan thanh tac 
pham cua minh tren cd sd nhieu ngudn sd 
lieu phong phd, da dang, cd do tin cay, nha't 
la ngudn tai lieu hddng ddc cd cua nhieu 
dia phddng ddng bang Bac Bd va Bac 
Trung Bd va tai lieu khao sat thtfc dia, viec 
ghi xua't xd cac ngudn tai lieu trich dan rat 
day du, chinh xac. Tren day la nhdng gia 
t r i va tfu diem chinh cua cudn sach. Vdi 
nhdng tfu diem ndi bdt dd, cud'n sach 
Huang Udc co lang oca dong bang Bdc Bd thtfc 
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stf rat bd Ich va can thiet cho cac nha khoa 
hoc, sinh vien, hoc vien cao hoc quan tam 
den de tai htfdng tfdc va lang xa Viet Nam 
trong lich sd. 

Theo toi, cuo'n sach neu ltfu y mdt vai 
khiem khuyet nhd sau day: 

Vdi ttfa de htfdng tfdc cd lang xa ddng 
bang Bac Bo thi nen khai thac nhieu hdn 
cac htfdng tfdc cd cua cac dia phtfdng rai 
khap cac lang xa d khu vtfc nay, thay vi de 
cap den ca cac htfdng tfdc cd cac dia phtfdng 
mien Trung nhtf Thanh Hda, Nghe An, Ha 
Tinh. 

- Trong mot so' trang trinh bay cdn trung 
lap y. Vi du cac trang 332, 342, 340 deu 
viet ve tfu diem, mat tich ctfc cua htfdng 

tfdc la "co tac dung cd' ke't cong ddng them 
ben vdng" (tr. 332), "net tieu bieu la truyen 
tho'ng doan ket...' (tr. 342), "neu cao tinh 
than doan ke't" (tr. 346), hoae khi trinh bay 
mat tich ctfc cua htfdng tfdc d trang 340 lai 
trinh bay ca mat han che. Muc 2 d trang 
347 cung trinh bay mat han che cua htfdng 
tfdc. Nen chang, khi phan tich nhdng mat 
tich ctfc va han che cua htfdng tfdc co, tac 
gia lien he ddi net nhdng ndi dung can dtfdc 
ke thda hay Idu y khac phuc khi xay ddng 
hddng ddc mdi ngay nay d cac dia phddng? 

Toi rd't mong trong mdt thdi gian tdi 
khdng xa se dddc doc tac pham hddng ddc 
cd vdng Trung Bo, Nam Bd va hddng ddc 
cai lddng cua tac gia Vu Duy Men. 
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