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NGUYfiNTHtTAHY* 

Trong lich sfl, so vdi nhiing mdi lien 
lac giao thUdng eua Viet Nam vdi 

cdc nUdc phUdng Tay khae, quan he Vigt -
My da dien ra muon mang hdn ca. Tfl 
nhflng nam dfiu t h i ky XVII, thdm chi 
ngay tfl cull the ky XVI, nhflng con tau 
biln chd nhflng giao si, thfldng nhan, nhd 
ngoai giao eac nfldc Bo Ddo Nha, Hd Lan, 
Anh, Phap da tflng lui tdi nhilu vflng Nam, 
Bdc ciia Dai Viet. Trong khi dd, nhiing tiep 
xiic dfiu tien gifla Vigt Nam va My ehi xay 
ra vdo ndm 1787, cuoi t h i ky XVIII. Tuy 
nhien, d mfit mdt khae, eiing ed t h i ndi la 
quan hg Vidt - My la moi bang giao sdm 
nhit gifla hai qufic gia, khi chflng ta bilt 
rang Hoa ky ehi mdi chinh thflc dfldc thanh 
lap trfldc dd khoang mfit thap ky (1776). 

vao ndm 1787, Hoang tfl Canh, con cua 
Nguyin Anh - Gia Long, da sang Paris 
cClng vdi giam mue Bd Da Lie, ngfldi dai 
dign dfldc Nguygn Anh uy quyin, nham 
dilu dinh vdi trieu dmh vua Phdp Louis 
XVI vl mit ban hiep Ude vidn trd. Luc nay, 
Thomas Jefferson, vi Bd trudng eua chinh 
phii My tai Phdp, ciing ed mat tai do. (Vl 
aau, Jefferson da trd thanh vi Tong thong 
thfl ba cua Hoa Ky, 1801 -1809). 

Jefferson da co cupc tilp xdc vdi vi 
hodng tfl tre tuoi Vigt Nam vd qua dl, de 
cdp din vide muln nhdp mot s i gio'ng lua 
chiu ban (dry rice ~ Ida kho) eua xfl 
Cochinchina [tdn ggi chi Vilt Nam thdi dd] 
dem sang trong tai bang South Carolina 
nude My. Ve vige ndy, Jefferson thudt l^i 
trong bfle thfl giii William Drayton thdng 
Sau ndm 1787: 

"6ng Poivre, quan chiie trai ehu d dao 
Isle of France [nay Id dao Maurice gfin 
Madagascar], khi di du lieh qua nhieu nUdc 
chau A, da ddc bigt quan tdm din nhiing 
loai gio'ng cdy cho vide canh nfing cua fing 
ta. Ong ndi vdi ehung tfii r ing b xfl 
Cochinchina, ngudi dan trlng din 6 loai 
lua khae nhau, trong so dd cd 3 loai gilng 
lua nUdc, 3 loai giong Ma khfi trlng b 
nhiing viing dd't cao" (1). Cung trong bfle 
thu dd, Jefferson td y quyet dinh nhap vdo 
My loai lua kho td't nh i t cua Vidt Nam [e6 
the Id gilng lua Chigm]: "Giong lua kho ciia 
Cochinchina nl i tie'ng la eho loai gao trfing, 
hUdng vi thdm ngon, va nang sui t cao. Nd 
td ra da ki t h^p dfldc nhflng phim chit tot 
cua ca hai loai Ida khac ma ehiing ta da 
dfldc bilt" (2). 
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Trong mfit bfle thu khac sau dd, 
Jefferson vilt: 

"Tli ed nhilu hy vgng dl nhdn dfldc mot 
it gilng lua kho tfl xfl Cochinchina. Vi 
hodng tfl tre tuoi eua xfl nay vfla sang day, 
da cam ke't r ing gio'ng Ilia dd se dfldc gfli 
din toi..." (3). 

Tuy nhien, dfl dinh trao doi kinh t l Vigt 
- My do Jefferson de xui t da khfing thanh 
hien thuc. Nhflng v in d l khd khdn ky 
thudt trong trot dfldc ndu len do sfl khae 
bi$t v l khi hdu vd lUdng mUa gifla hai nfldc 
Vilt, My. Mat khde, aau khi hodng tfl Canh 
va Ba Da Lgc v l nUde, nhieu bien eo chinh 
tri da xay ra, cuo'n theo di ldi hfla hen eiia 
VI hoang tfl Vigt Nam. 

Phai ddi din dfiu t h i ky XIX, khi vUdng 
tri iu Nguyen thdnh ldp, eac quan he giao 
thUdng Viet - My mdi lai dUde xuc tig'n. Luc 
nay, mfit so hang tdu bufin b 
Massachusetts xfl New-England mien 
Dfing nfldc My da cfl mfit sfi' tau buon ddn 
Vigt Nam, thdm dd vige tim kiem nguon 
hang nhdp kh iu nhU dfldng va ca phe, k i t 
hdp tren tuyen mdu dich hang hai vdi 
Batavia (Indonesia). 

Thang 5 nam 1803, chile tdu bufin My 
Fame do Jeremiah Briggs ehi huy da tdi 
Cdn Dao, tiep tue den cdp bin b Vung Tau 
va Dd Ndng. Briggs ldn mfit trong hai chiec 
tdu ddu b vinh Dd Ning, dUdc cho la eua 
"Nha vua Vilt Nam" (King of Cochinchina), 
do ngudi Phdp ehi huy. Thuyin trfldng 
ngudi Phap khuyen Briggs ndn din Kinh 
dfi Hue xin gdp nhd vua de bie't xem lieu cd 
kha ndng buon ban nao khfing. 

Briggs khdi hanh di Hue ngay 23-5 tren 
mpt con tau nho vdi 5 nhan vien vd mfit 
hoa tigu ngudi Bo Ddo Nha den tfl Macao. 
Hg nghi ddm d Hai-foo [Hai Pho, tflc Hfii 
An], "mot dia dilm bufin ban", nliflng thd'y 

rang b ndi dd khfing cdn nhieu ho^t dgng 
cfing thfldng nhu xUa kia nfla, md chi Id 
nhflng Idng chai c6 nhi lu cd. 

Ngay hfim sau, Briggs ngflde ddng song 
Hai P h i d in Hue. 6 n g gdp mpt ngfldi Phap 
b day vd lflu lai trong ba ngay. NgUdi Phap 
ndi vdi ong rang "ehua h i nghe ndi den kha 
nang cd t h i mua dUde mfit chuyen tau chd 
mdn hang dfldng cua vung nay" (4). Tuy 
nhidn, ngudi Phdp da tim each xin nhd vua 
mfit gily phdp cho Briggs dUdc buon ban 
tai cae cang miln duyen hai. Briggs trd vl 
tdu Fame, va trong 10 ngdy sau dd, da chi 
t i ln hanh viee tham do bd bien ma khong 
len bd, vi nhflng ddng nUde chay dfl. Ngay 
10 thang Sdu, tfiu Fame nho neo di Manila. 

Trong nhdt ky hdnh trinh eua minh, qua 
sU tilp xiic vdi ede vien chi huy tdu ngfldi 
Phap d dia phUdng, Briggs da ghi chip vl 
xfl sd Viet Nam, tdm lUdc nhflng sfl biln 
chinh tri vfla xay ra d nflde nay, mfi ta ngan 
ggn v l kinh thanh vd Hodng thanh Hul, 
nha vua va cac ba phi. Ong cho bilt anh 
hudng eua ngUdi Phap d day da gia tdng. 
Vua Gia Long da cfl mi t giao si Phap din 
gap Briggs d l tim hieu ve nfldc My va 
nhflng bign gidi cua quoc gia ndy. 

Vao ndm cufii cflng cua t r i iu Gia Long 
(1819), chile tau bufin My thfl hai da din 
Viet Nam, cdp b in Da Ndng va Sai Gon. Do 
la eon tdu Franklin cua John White, dfldc 
nhieu ngfldi bie't den qua cuIn du ky "Mot 
chuydn du hdnh tdi xd Cochinchina" (A 
voyage to Cochinchina, London 1824) md 
White chinh la tae gia. 

Lai lich, muc dich cua chuyen di ndy 
khdng thuc ro rang. Franklin la mot ehilc 
tdu buon My c6 cd sd d bang 
Massachusetts, di tdi Dong Nam A tim 
nguon hang tai eho nhfl dUdng, td, cd phe... 
John White lai la mfit hgi vien cua Hfii 
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Hdng hai Dong An Salem cua bang ndy. 
Nhung dieu kho giai thich la lfle do John 
White lai dang Id mgt dai uy hai qudn phue 
v\i trong quan dpi My, vdy chuyen di nay 
cdn cd muc dich gi khae khfing, va ai Id 
ngfldi cfl vien si quan ndy di vd tai trd cho 
chuyin du hanh klo dai tdi 20 thdng? 

Franklin Id mgt eon tdu trpng tai 250 
tin, khdi hanh tfl Salem, miln dfing nudc 
My ngdy 2-1-1819 di tdi Dfing Nam A, ghd 
lai Batavia [Jaearta cua Indonesia ngay 
nay), rii tfl dd cap mui Vung Tdu cua Vi^t 
Nam ngdy 7 thang 6 roi di tdi cang Can 
Gid. Sau khi tiep xfle vdi cae ehinh quyin 
dia phfldng, tdu di tdi Dd Nang ngay 18-6. 
White tilp xfle vdi cae quan ehflc Viet Nam, 
dl nghj dUdc gdp nhd vua va c6 dUî c gily 
phdp dl di Sdi Gon tien hanh mua hdng. 
Tuy nhign, White da bi tfl chfii. Vl vide 
ndy, cuo'n du ky viet: 

"Chung tdi du^c thfing bdo Id Nhd vua 
da rdi khoi hodng cung 5 Hue mpt vdi tufin 
ll trUdc dd. Vd luc ndy, ngdi dang b Toan-
Hoa [Thanh Hda] trong vjnh Bdc Ky, md 
rfing eong cufic ehinh phuc d vflng ndy, vd 
khdng bilt luc nao mdi trd ve kinh thdnh. 
Hg Cling cho chung t l i bie't la trong thdi ky 
n^i chien, di t nfldc hi tan phd, gid ddy mdi 
dang tfl tfl vUdn ddy tfl eanli ngheo ndn do 
qudn thfl gay ngn. Chung tfii eung dfldc 
bilt la hp dang r i t mong hai tdu Phap, md 
ndm ngoai cae chu tau da ky hdp dong se 
cung d p cho nha vua vu khi, dan dfldc, 
qudn trang vd nhilu do ky xao. Doi lai, hp 
se nhdn dUde cae mdn hdng trao dfii Id 
dudng vd td sing..." (5). 

Thit vgng, tdu Franklin nho neo di 
Phihppines vd tim kiem mfit phidn dich 
vidn ndi thao tilng Vigt de quay trd l^i Viet 
Nam, giup hg cd duge gily phdp di Sdi Gdn 
mua hdng. Trong thdi gian hai thang d 
Manila, White dugc bie't ciing trong thdi 

gian nay, da ed mpt so tdu bufin My den 
Vidt Nam tim each ddt quan hg bufin ban 
vd mua hdng, Dd la cae con tau Marmion 
(do Ohver Blanchard chi huy, sau chit 5 
Viing Tiu, John Brown thay thi), Beverly 
(John Gardner chi huy) va Aurora (Roberet 
Gould chi huy). 

Sau dd, tdu Franklin da ciing tdu 
Marmion trd v l cdp bin Sai Gfin (ngdy 9 
thdng 10). White dUdc phdp vdo thanh 
Phign An, dUdc Ting t r lh Gia Dinh thanh 
luc dd la Ta quan Ld Van Duyet tilp kiln 
va nhdn qua bilu. Tuy nhien, nhflng cufic 
dam phan tiep theo vl cfing viee buon bdn 
khfing tiln trien tot. Sau 4 thang lflu 1^ tai 
Sai Gdn, ngdy 30-1-1820, John White vd 
tau Franklin nho neo rdi Viet Nam, mua 
dem theo dUge mpt it dudng va td sing. Bo'n 
ngdy sau, vua Gia Long md't (3-2-1820). 
White lai ghi qua Batavia mua thdm hdng, 
roi trd v l de'n My ngdy 31-8-1820, sau culc 
du hdnh ddi 20 thdng. 

Chuyin di cfla J.White tren tdu 
Franklin din Vidt Nam trd nen noi tilng, 
duge nhieu ngudi bilt din, mgt phfin Id nhd 
cuIn du ky "Mgt cudc du hdnh tdi xU 
Cochinchina " eiia tde gia. Gia tri cua nd Id 
nhflng nhdn xdt khd ti mi, sinh dpng qua 
nhiing quan sat trflc tilp, tai cho cua ngUdi 
My dfiu tien vl dd't nUdc Viet Nam nhflng 
thdp ky dfiu the ky XIX. D6 la mot cuIn 
nhdt ky hdnh trinh tuy eon "chfla dflng 
nhilu dilu tan man, sai lfim hole khfing 
ehinh xae" (6), phae hga cho chung ta nhilu 
dfl kien lich sfl, vdn hda thu vi qua nhiing 
migu ta ve phong tue, tdp qudn, ddi sing 
vdt chat, quang eanh vd con ngfldi Sai Gon, 
tda thanh Phien An d dang ban dfiu, lfle 
cdn ehua hi phd vd xdy lai sau cupc phan 
lo^n cua Le Vdn Khfii (1833-1835). Ckiln 
du ky ciing cung elp nhieu thfing tin bfi ich 
vl tinh hinh kinh t l , ngi ngoai thUdng eua 
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Sai Gdn vd Nam Ky trong thdi ky nay. Ddc 
biet. White da r i t ca ngdi, danh gia cao ve 
1^ ndng giao thfldng song bien vd trinh do 
ddng tau xui t sac cua ngfldi Vidt Nam liic 
bIy gid. Tac gia viet: 

"Xfldng dong tau da dem lai vinh dfl eho 
ngfldi Annam [nguyen van: Onamese] hdn 
b i t efl thfl gi khac trong xfl sd eiia hp, chdc 
chdn la nd cd t h i ganh dua vdi nhilu cd sd 
ddng tau 5 chdu Au... Cd khoang 150 
thuyen chig'n, hfiu h i t deu ddng r i t dep, 
dfldc klo vdo trong ldn. Cae thuyin ndy ddi 
tfl 40 din 100 bg (khoang tfl 12,2m -
30,5m), mgt so chiec dfldc trang bi 16 khiu 
Sling ban dan 3 can Anh (khoang 1,35kg)... 
Mgt so khac trang hi moi chile 4 hoac 6 
khiu Sling, bdn dan tfl 4 dg'n 12 can Anh 
(khoang tfl 1,8kg din 5,4kg), t i t ea diu 
b^ng dong thau, hfiu h i t deu dep... Chac 
chfin Id ngUdi Annam da Id nhflng ky sU 
hdng hai tai nang nhat, hodn thanh nhflng 
efing trinh that tinh xao..." (7). 

Trong mgt trang khdc, J. White vilt: 

"Cd le xfl Cochinchina dflng trong nhom 
cua mgi cudng qufic thich flng gioi nhd't vdi 
sfl mao hiem di bien. Do Id do vi tri dia 
phfldng eiia xfl ho so vdi cae eudng quoc 
khae, do nhiing dieu kien thudn ldi de tao 
dUde mot lfle lUdng hai quan hung manh 
bao ve cong viec bufin ban, do cde hai eang 
tuyet vdi eua hg vd do ban chd't sinh song 
trong moi trfldng nflde (aquatic nature) cua 
ddn ehung b ven bien. Nhiing ngfldi Annam 
la nhiing thuy thu ky phung dieh thii ngay 
ea doi vdi ngudi Trung Quoc (8). 

Tuy nhien, bgn c^nh nhflng ldi ea ngdi, 
J.White cung dUa ra nhflng nhdn xlt tieu 
cue cam tinh ve ngudi ddn Viet Nam, mfit 
ddn tgc xa la v l khfing gian vd van hda vdi 
xfl sd eiia vien thuyen trfldng. Tac gia 
nhieu chS da chg bai v l cufic song hi coi Id 

kim vdn minh, mtft v l sinh d vflng nong 
thfin, thdi voi vinh qud bilu cua quan lai, tg 
quan lidu can trd n ln thUdng mai cua nhd 
cfim quyin, vd ddc bi$t phe phan dilu md 
tac gia cho Id thdi xao quyet trong eU xit 
giao tiep. 

"Se Id ldm nan long ngfldi doc vd ban 
than toi cung cam th iy dau buon khi phai 
ndi tfim ggn v l tinh gian giao x&u xa cua 
ddn chflng md ngfldi ta da bfit chflng tfii 
phai chiu dflng trong thdi gian lflu lai trong 
xfl. Hg hodn todn thieu trung thflc, lufin 
ludn ddnh Ifla chung tdi d l gidnh phfin ldi 
qua nhflng thu doan trao trd md dang le ra 
hg ed t h i Idm t i t hdn vd de ddng nhdn dflqfc 
hdn ng'u hg that thd ngay thing" (9). 

Trong Idi tfla cua ban dieh tilng Phdp, 
P. Midan cho r i ng "J. White khing phai Id 
mdt ngudi gidi tdm ly. Ong ta edn efl vdo 
each nhin eua mgt tin do sung dao Thanh 
gido vflng Boston dl phdn xl t nhiing ngfldi 
Annam vdi mgt quan diem ed phfin hep hdi, 
qua cflng nhfic" (10). Cdn tac gia dfldng dai 
ngudi My R.H. Miller thi cho Id tam thflc 
vd each ddnh gia cua White "ed phfin thich 
hdp theo c^eli nghi cua mgt nflde My tre 
trung ndng ddng, hdn la doi vdi mpt dan tic 
nho b l nhUng ed n ln vdn hda c l xUa, Idu 
ddi" nhfl Vigt Nam (11). 

Cuon du ky eua White dUdng thdi da ed 
nhflng tac dfing n h i t dinh dli vdi quan hg 
Vigt-My. Theo Midan, "n6 da ldm cho cdc 
tdu thuyin My vd cac tdu thuyin nUde 
ngoli chuyin hfldng khdi xfl Ding Dfldng, 
vd nhfl v^y c6 ldi cho nflde Phdp trong cuoc 
eanh tranh. Vi k i t lu|in eiia White Id ro 
rdng: Khong el gi ldm du<?c d Dong Dfldng 
ca. Nd hfiu nhu ehfing san xui t ra thfl gi. 
Dan chflng thi khong trung thUe trong 
buon bdn, chinh quyin hodng gia thi dfic 
dodn, ngdn: trd mgi sU phdt t r i ln kinh t l . 
v a tren th i^ td', khfing c6 mgt tdu budn nao 
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ciia My da cdp cang Sai Gon tfl nam 1820 
cho din nam 1860" (12). 

Trong nhiing thdp ky tilp theo, n lu trdn 
cac cang biln Vigt Nam c6 vfing bdng di 
nhiing tau budn ciia cdc nha tu ban My, thi 
thay vao diy, lai Id nhiing tdu hai qudn cua 
cac nhd ngoai giao My lui tdi. Muc dich cua 
mfit s i chuyg'n di mang tinh chit phuc vu 
ldi ieh quIc gia. Kit hdp vdi cac muc tieu 
kinh t ingdy cdng 16 ro hdn nhflng m\ic tieu 
chinh tri. Nudc My trdn dd phat trien, 
muln md r^ng anh hudng ciia minh trong 
vung Thai Binh Dudng, trong cupc canh 
tranh vdi cae cUdng quo'e phUdng Tay khae. 

Ndm 1826, John Shillaber, cong sfl My d 
Batavia, tru sd eiia Cing ty Ding An Hd 
Lan ci Indonesia, da hfii thuc Bg Ngoai giao 
My xem xdt vide cfi t h i gfli nhflng tdu hai 
qudn khi cd ed hfii den cae 'Snlng biln An 
Do" dl trflng la quoc ky bao vg nln thfldng 
mai dang trfldng thdnh cua My, cflng thuc 
hien nhiing higp dinh bufin ban vdi cde 
nudc Xiem, Viet Nam va Nhdt Ban. 
Shillaber da lien tilp gdi nhflng la thfl tdi 
Bfi Ngo^i giao My trinh bdy quan dilm eua 
ong vd nhde lai rdng ong se l iy ldm vinh di^ 
neu nhdn dfldc mdt ldnh fly nhigm cua 
Tong thong de t i ln hdnh vide dilu dinh 
nhiing hiep dinh dd (11). 

Bp Ngoati giao My da chip nhdn vd 
khuyin khich nhflng d l nghi ciia Shillaber. 
Tuy nhidn, do xay ra sU co nfim 1831 b 
vung duyen hai miln Tdy Sumatra, trong 
d6 eon tdu Frienship cua My hi gific bien 
tfih cfing, nen nhflng hy vgng ciia Shillaber 
da khfing thdnh hi?n thijtc. Nudc My trUde 
mdt chuyin sang vide xfle tie'n tdng cUdng 
l̂ c lugng hai qudn trdn bien d l bao v§ viec 
thing thUdng hdng hai. Tdu chiln hai quan 
Potomac ddffc giii din viing Thai Binh 
Dudng vd m| t biet dfii quan thu^c hai dli 
Brazil nhdn l$nh dilu tdi dao Sumatra, An 

Dp vd Trung Quoc dl bao dam "an ninh va 
thinh vUdng ciia nhflng Idi ieh buon bdn 
quan trpng b nhflng viing ndy". 

Tong thfiiig My luc d6 la Andrew 
Jackson (2 nhilm ky 1829-1837) vin cho 
rdng "vigc bufin ban cua nfldc My c6 th i md 
ring va sinh 1^ dfldc nhilu hdn bfing cdch 
ddn xIp [nhiing higp djnh] thfldng mai vdi 
eac nfldc ven bd An Dl Dfldng" (14). Tuy 
nhign, "nhdn vdt ddng tin cdy v l cdc biln 
xfl An Dfi" lfle ndy lai Id m| t nhdn vdt mdi. 
Andrew Jackson b l nhi^m Edmund 
Roberts ldm ddc phdi vien eua Tfi'ng thing, 
dfldc trao nhigm vu, d p kinh phi vd tdu 
thuyin di cfing cdn tai Dfing Nam A thUc 
hi^n nhflng nhigm vi,i trgn. 

Edmund Roberts xuit thdn la m|t 
thUdng nhan d Portsmouth (bang New 
Hampshire), tfl mfit nhdn vidn phi,i trdch 
hdng hda tren tdu roi trd thdnh chu tdu, 
efing vige kinh doanh c6 luc cung trai qua 
nhflng luc thfing trfim. Sau Roberts chuyin 
lam Cong sfl My d miln bd biln phia Tdy 
chau Phi. Nhd sfl gidi thigu, tiln cfl eua 
Thflgng nghi si Levi Woodbury, sau trd 
thdnh quan chfle ngdnh ngoai giao hdng 
hai, Roberts dfl^c Tong tho'ng Jackson tin 
nhi$m, gifl todn quyin phu trach eong vi$c 
bang giao cua My vdi cde nUde vflng Viln 
Dfing thdi dd. Nfim 1833, Roberts cfim qufic 
thu cua Tong thing, dfin dfiu phdi b | din 
dilu dinh v l ngoai giao vd bufin bdn vdi 
Vi^t Nam, Xidm vd Muscat (kinh dfi 
Oman). Phdi bl th i t bai b Vigt Nam nhung 
thdnh cfing d Xigm va Muscat. 

Sau khi v l nfldc, E. Roberts ed vilt cuIn 
"Sa bd ddn cdc Trieu dinh phUOng Bdng: 
Cochinchina, Siam vd Muscat" (Embassy 
to the Eastern Courts: Cochinchina, Siam 
and Muscat m the years 1832-33-34, New 
York, Harper&Brothers, 1837). Tde gia kl 
lai lich trinh diin biln chuyin di ciia mhih 
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vd thanh minh v l sfl that bai d Vidt Nam, 
dd iSi Id do "nhflng thii tuc mang tinh xuc 
pham dUdc ddi hoi nhu mgt dieu kign tign 
quyet cho ban hiep dinh eua nhflng vi 
thfldng thfl tfl kinh thdnh nfldc Vidt Nam" 
(15). Ba nfim sau (1866), E. Roberts eon 
thflc hien mot chuyin di thfl hai den Viet 
Nam, nhUng ong ta da do benh khi mdi den 
Da Ndng, tdu phai voi vang dUa tdi Macao 
de ehay chfla, va Roberts hi chit b do. 

Thdng 3-1832, E. Roberts khdi hdnh tfl 
Boston ldn dfldng sang Viln Dfing tren tdu 
Peacock, mot ehilc tdu chie'n thuoc hai dfii 
Brazil. Sau khi qua Phillipines, Trung 
Quoc, ngdy 1-1-1833, tdu tdi vinh Da Nfing 
trong tinh hinh thdi t i l t xd'u. Hai lUu vd gid 
manh da dfiy troi tau xuo'ng phia Nam, dat 
vdo vinh Vung Ld'm thupe tinh Phu Yen. 
Thuy thu dodn ldn bd, tie'p xue vdi ehinh 
quyin dia phUdng. Tin tflc v l viec den cua 
con tdu duge d p bao ldn tren. Ngay 6-1-
1833, mfit phdi doan vign chfle ciia tinh de'n 
tdu, mang theo phien dich vign ngfldi 
Trung Qufi'c, dilu tra vd th im vd'n sd bfi ve 
con tdu, ndi tau khdi hdnh xud't phdt, muc 
dich cua chuyin di, vd yeu cfiu tra ldi bfing 
van ban di gfli len trgn. Vdn ban tra Idi 
rdng dd Id mfit tau chie'n cua nude My, ten 
ggi Peacock, thuyin trUdng la David 
Geisinger, cd ddc phdi vien cua Ting thfi'ng 
My la Edmund Roberts mang theo quoc 
thu cfla Tfing thfi'ng giii ndng cho Nhd vua 
xfl Cochinchina (chi Vigt Nam thdi do). 
Ting efing thuy thfl dodn Id 166 ngUdi (16). 
Phai bg My cung dUOe thong bao la hp cd 
the ldn bd, mua ban vdt dung va thflc an dfl 
trfl b ngoai chd. 

Ngay hdm sau (7-1-1833), phai doan 
Vi^t Nam lai den gap tau, Ifin nay cd thgm 
hai vi quan dfiu tinh va dodn tuy tung, 
mang theo cd quat, k in trong vd gUdm giao. 
Hg hoi ro thgm mfit so dilu, trong dd c6 

nhiing viee ma Roberts eho Id "nhiing cdu 
hoi xl'e xflde" (impertinent queries) nhfl ed 
l l vdt ^ gfli bilu nhd vua khong, yeu cfiu 
dUdc xem ban sao cua bfle thU ngoai giao 
kieu cong hdm md ddc phai vien dU kiln 
giii trieu dinh Hul , uy nhiem thu eua 
thuyin trfldng va dfic phai vign. Sau khi 
trao doi, hai ben thlrig nh i t Id E. Roberts 
se mau ching trao la thU eho dde vi quan, 
dUde bpc trong phong bi bang da (vellum), 
ede quan tinh se to chfle le ddn nhdn thU b 
trgn bd vd se chuyen ve Triiu. Bull l l da 
dUdc t i ln hdnh vdi nghi l l trgng the. Phai 
bg My hdi ro them v l each thflc va 16 trinh 
di Hue'. 

Ngay 8-1-1833, chinh quyin tinh cfl mfit 
gido SI ngfldi Viet khoang 65 tuoi vd 6 
ngUdi thdp tiing dg'n con tdu, thuc hien 
euge but ddm bang tieng Latinh. Ong ta Ifip 
lai nhflng eau hdi trUde ddy v l eon tdu, 
nfldc c6 con tau, muc dieh chuyen di, le 
phdm ddng nhd vua. Ong cho hay Id cd biet 
cac nude Phdp, Anh, Tay Ban Nha nhflng 
khong h i biet nflde My. Khi dfit cau hdi: 
"Chuyen thdm cua cae ong tdi ddy ed mang 
tinh chit hflu nghi khfing?", vi giao si Vidt 
Nam dUde tra ldi: "Chung tfii tdi day vdi 
nhflng dgng cd than thien, hflu nghi nhit". 
Gido si bdn eUdi va noi them: "Mgt eon tdu 
chien din vdi dgng ed hflu nghi!" (17). 

Trong nhflng ngdy chd dgi tin tflc tfl 
Hul, thuy thu doan thfldng hay Ign bd mua 
ban, thfim thfl. Chinh quyin dia phfldng 
yeu cfiu mgi ngfldi phai b dfldi tau, khdng 
di dao trgn bd bien, ndi nfing tro chuydn, 
trfl khi din ch^ mua dl an, vi se "qud'y rfiy, 
Ifim phien ddn". 

Ngay 17-1-1833, mpt chiec thuyin ehiln 
32 tay chgo, qudn si nai nit, trfldng cd 
phfldn chd hai vi quan dai diln t r i iu dhih 
H u l mde 11 phuc, c6 Igng che [theo chinh sii 
Vigt Nam, do Id Vidn ngoai Nguyen Tri 
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Phfldng va Tfl vu Ly Vfin Phfle]. 6 doan 
sau ciia nhdt ky (tr.l87), Roberts cho big't 
tim hilu dUde ten cua hai dai dien la Yuen 
(NguySn) va Le (Ly)] cflng vdi dn sat Phu 
Ygn din hgi ddm vdi phdi bd My. Vidn dn 
sat cho biet 6ng Id quan tam phdm, eon hai 
vi kia thuge hdng ngu phim. Cd ca hai vien 
thong ng6n di kdm theo, mfit ndi tilng Bo, 
mgt ndi tilng Anh. Tuy nhien, trong euge 
hgi thoai, phfin ldn lai dflng but dim. 

Hai vi dai didn ndi la dUde quan ThUOng 
bae dai thfin (tflc Bfi trUdng ThUdng mai vd 
Hang hai) cfl dg'n xem xlt, hgi ddm. 
Roberts k l la hg hdi lai nhflng dieu md cac 
quan tinh trUdc dd da nhilu Ifin hoi, nhU 
the hg chUa h i c6 thing tin gi ve chuyen 
din cua phdi bg My. Hg ndi rdng hg tfin 
trgng viee dde phdi vidn vig't thu gfli nhd 
vua, nhUng e rfing da nhfim dja chi. Hg eho 
bilt nudc cfla hg bdy gid khfing eon gpi Id 
An Nam nfla, ma la Vidt Nam. Dflc vua tri 
vi liic ndy [tflc Minh Mang] ciing kh6ng 
phai Id mfit "vfldng", md Id mgt vi "hodng 
de". Vdi vi t h i dd, sg rling quan Thfldng bae 
dai thfin khing dam dang Ien Hoang dg'bflc 
thu cua dde phdi vidn My. Tot hdn hi t Id 
fing ta ndn vilt mgt bfle thU khdc gfli den 
quan ThUdng bae dai thfin, d l ngdi tau 
trinh len Vua, nhu the sg hdp the thflc hdn. 
Hg ddn rdng ldi le trong thU phai gifl dung 
le thdc, khing dUdc dflng "nhflng chfl pham 
huy". Hp eon mu6'n dUde bilt nfii dung la 
thu ciia Tong thing Hoa Ky gfli nhd vua 
Vidt Nam. 

Dl td su giup dd phai bp, eac vi dai dign 
thao sfin hg ban nhdp bfle thu dinh gfli, 
dUa eho Roberts xem. Nhflng vign quan 
chiic My ndy da phan dli khing dong y, vi 
cho rfing trong bfle thu dfl thao cd nhflng 
ngon tfl mang tinh chit bj xue pham nhfl 
danh xflng "ke ha thfin hdn mgn" (petty 
officer) bode cum tfl "nay ha thfin tha thilt 

cfiu xin" (I now entreat earnestly). Cupe 
ddm phdn vfin khong di din nhd't tri, khi 
eae vi dai dien ra v l lue 11 gid ddm (18). 

Tuy nhien, hfim sau cdc vi dai dien cung 
vidn an sat tinh da trd lai vdi thai dp than 
thien. De chfle miing phai bp, hg eho dem 
theo mdn qud bilu gfli tfing dde phai vidn 
va thuyin trfldng, gom mgt con bo thiln, 
mgt con ldn thiln, mgt so ga vit, gao va 
rugu. Dfl nghi ngd rfing chfle Thfldng bae 
dai thfin khfing phai la quan dfiu trieu nhu 
cde dai dign giai thich, Roberts vfin dong y 
vilt lai mfit bfle thu gfli quan ThUdng bae, 
dua cho cdc vi dai di$n xem. Ldi le trong 
thu to ra hop cdch, dflng mUc, trong do 
Roberts bay td "hy vgng mgt cufic hgi kie'n 
sg duge eho phdp trong thdi gian ngdn nhd't 
cd thi" (19). 

Cdc quan Viet Nam nhdn chuyen thu vd 
hfla rfing se c6 phuc dap trong khoang 7 
hodc 8 hdm sau. Sau dd, hai bdn ndn lai ndi 
chuyen them trong khfing khi vui ve. Cae 
quan triiu dinh hdi them ve nfldc My va 
chdu Au (vi hg ndi rdng nhilu vi quan vfin 
tin Id nfldc My thupc chdu Au), vl tinh 
hinh nfldc Phap hidn thdi (tflc sau Cdch 
mang 1830) vd so phdn nhd vua hi Idt do 
(tUc Louis XVIII). Hp edn di nghi giai thich 
y nghia cua ddng chfl duge ghi b cuoi thU 
"Nam Doc ldp thfl 57" (tflc ndm 1833) (20). 

Tufin l l tilp sau, trong thdi gian chd dpi 
sU phfle dap eua trieu dinh, hai phai doan 
trao doi nhflng cuge thdm vig'ng xa giao, 
man dam vdi nhau mit each than thi$n. 
cac vi dai dign Viet Nam cam ki t tao 
thuan ldi vd giflp dd eon tdu, cung d p cui 
dfi't. Trong cufic tro ehuy$n, hg eho bilt Id 
da di cong can tai Bengal vd Manila. Hp sfi't 
sfing tim hilu thong tin ve tinh hinh chdu 
Au, nhflng hdnh dgng cua nUde Anh, th i 
eh i chinh tri vd vide bfiu cfl Ting tho'ng cl 
My. Hg cung trinh bdy, giai thich cho phai 
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bg My thil t ch i chinh tri vd cd d u trieu 
dinh Vidt Nam, nhflng mfit khae r i t gifl gin 
t h ^ trpng, khdng tie't 15 hi't ky mfit tfin 
tuoi cu th i nao ciia cdc tr i iu thfin, viln ed 
rdng "khdng th i nhd dfldc hit" (21). Cae dai 
dien eiing tfl choi nhiing qud tfing ca nhdn, 
cho big't rfing hg khdng dUdc phdp nhdn 
nhu vdy. 

Ngay 26-1-1833, hai quan tinh Phu Ygn 
cflng doan tfly tflng va hai thdng ngfin lai 
den tdu chuc mflng, mang theo qud tang 
cua nhd vua , gIm 2 con bd thie'n, 4 con chd 
[?!], 5 bao gao, 5 vo rUdu, 30 eon vit, 30 con 
gd, nhilu trflng va hoa qua. Dong thdi, 
theo Ignh vua, d c quan cung da md mgt 
biia tiec chigu dai to chfle trgng the 5 trgn 
tau, gom 51 mon an. 

Tuy nhien, tfl ngay hdm sau tr6 di, tinh 
hinh dfin dfin xoay chuyen sang ehilu 
hudng xd'u. Cdng thfing nhd't Id cupc hpi 
dam ngdy 27-1-1833. Hfim dd, hai dai dign 
khae eua tr i iu dinh da tfl H u l din. Cd the 
vi mud'n tao uy the, nhUng vien cd la sd say 
song, hai vj quan khfing xuong tau, ma de 
nghj to ehflc cuge hfii dam b trdn bd. Dde 
phai vidn cung gifl th i , chi cfl dai dien cua 
mmh (Morisson) din gdp. Khdng mang 
theo vdn ban thfl tfl gi, khfing trflc tiep gdp 
dfldc Roberts, hai vi quan ddnh doi thoai 
vdi mfit d ^ dien My. Hg ndi thfing la ngdi 
Thfldng thfl ThUdng bae ygu d u cfin thiet 
phai cd ban sao vd ban djeh Id thU ciia 
Tong thfing My A. Jackson d l hg kiem tra 
trfldc thi ngdi mdi cd t h i dam tau trinh sfl 
viee ldn hodng thflgng dflgc. Hg nli: 'Thdi 
bg My muon dfiy nhanh cfing vide, nhUng 
luat lg eua Vi$t Nam cung r i t nghigm cfin, 
cfin phai tudn theo. Chung toi mong cac 
fing tuan thu, dUa trUde eho chflng tfii ban 
sao vd ban dich la thu cua Tong thing. 
Khong biet dUdc nfii dung, nhiing muc dieh 
quan trgng vilt trong Id thU, ngdi Thfldng 

b^e dai thfin khdng the d6 t n n h nd Iln 
Hoang dl , eiing khdng t h i cd thU hi i dm 
phuc dap cho cac dng". 

Dai dien phai bg My phan bien lai, ddp 
r^ng thfl tfl cua hai vi nguydn thu quoc gia 
khong t h i hi ki lm duyet bdi eae quan 
thfldng thu va ddn chung, vd cho rfing chi 
khi tdi Hul, thi hg mdi trao ban chinh vd 
ban dieh bfle thfl cho nha vua. Dai dien 
trieu dinh tilp tue ylu cfiu, vien dfin din 
nhflng trfldng hdp trfldc day cua cac phai 
bp Anh, Phdp. Dai di§n My phan bfic, vfi 
cho rang cac d^i di^n t r i iu dinh dang gay 
khd eho hg. Dai diln trieu dinh ddp: "Tit ca 
chflng ta deu Id nhiing ngfldi hfiu phi^c vu 
eho cdc ding qudn vfldng cua ehiing ta. 
Chflng tfii Cling nhu cac dng, diu mong 
muln ldm cho edng viee dat k i t qua ti t . 
Vdy ehung tfii gay khd khdn eho cdc fing di 
Idm ^ ? " 

Culc d ^ thoai ngay cang trd n ln cfing 
thdng. Hai ben tranh cai gay gfit, khfing 
bdn ndo ehiu bgn ndo. Theo sfl gia Miller 
phdn tich, thi cdc vi dai didn Vigt Nam cho 
rling 'Tfi'ng thong My chi la mgt quan chfle 
dan efl, md khfing phai la mgt nha vua, nen 
cfin phai vig't cho vi hoang de vdi mpt eung 
d e h kinh cfin, dung phdp tac" (22). 

C u ^ ciing, vi dai diln tr i iu dinh H u l 
ndi cho't lai vdi vi dai diln phdi bg My: 

"Vi d c fing da dge vdn chfldng Trung 
Hoa, cac dng hfin phai biet nhiing t h i thflc 
va nghi l l ngoai giao cua nUde chiing tli , 
sao cho dflng phdp tfic. Hay giai thich cho 
ngdi ddc phai vien v l nhiing dieu ndy, vd 
r^ng dng ta ed the tuan theo, luc dd sfl 
thdnh cfing ciia sfl b | se cd phfin ddng gdp 
nhflng n5 lfle cua cac ong. Cdn n lu d c ong 
tfl chdi, thi d c fing phai chiu hodn todn 
trdch nhiem ve l5i lfim cho sfl bg phai t h i t 
bai" (23). Cufic hgp chtfrn dflt, cac dai di§n 
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trieu dinh tfl ehm tra ldi nhiing edu hdi v l 
mpi vin de khac. 

Tudng nhu cuge ddm phdn da hodn toan 
do vd, nhUng tfl sang sdm hfim sau (28-1-
1833), doan dai didn cfla Hue lai trd Isii, Ign 
tdu vd tiep tuc cufic dl i thoai, nhflng ehi 
chiu nfii chuyin trflc ti lp vdi mpt minh dae 
phai vien. Chu d l euge tranh bien xoay 
quanh hai v in de mlu chot da dflgc dgi 
dign triiu dinh ngu ra trfldc dd, hg mufi'n co 
mpt ban sao la thfl eua Tfi'ng thong My vk 
muon bilt ro nhiing "vin d l quan trgng" 
trong mue dich chuye'n di cu t h i Id gi. 

Dac phai vign nhae lai rfing nhflng vin 
de cu thi se dUde trinh bay khi phai bfi din 
Hul, eon mur dich ehuyin di thi ngdi 
Thuong bae da biet ro, dd Id y mulh xfle 
tien nhiing mdi bang giao thdn hflu giiia 
hai nfldc. Nhung ngdi thfldng thu khong 
tau trinh len nhd vua, khdng cho phdp phdi 
bg din Hug', cung khfing ra lenh eho chung 
tfii phai ra di, bfit chung tfii phai chd den 
hdng thing, t h i la thig'u lieh sfl. Cdn eae 
quan dai dign thi ndi rang muln cong viee 
tiln trien, thi dflt khodt hg phai dfldc xem 
trUdc ban sao, it nh i t Id ban djeh Id quoc 
thu, vi "tit ea mgi vide b d i t nfldc chflng tfii 
phai Idm theo dung nguygn tfic, th i thiie" 
(24). 

Sau khi tranh cdi hoi Idu, cac quan Viet 
Nam cho bilt Id hg eung khdng muon md 
bdc thu Tong thing, nhUng cdn biet phdi bg 
My mufi'n dilu gi, bode Id di t xdy dUng 
thUdng dilm, hodc Id quyin Uu tidn buon 
ban hay la dilu gi khdc? Roberts tra ldi 
rfing chinh phii nUde hg khfing doi hoi 
quyin Uu tien, eiing khdng cd y dinh xay 
thUdng diem, md ehi cfin nhiing mil bang 
giao hflu nghi. Khi dai di$n H u l v^n lai 
rang vdy ed muln tien hdnh budn ban 
Wifing, phia My tra Idi dilu dd t i t ylu nfim 

trong mra quan hd thdn hiiu gifla hai quoc 
gia, nhUng khong ehi mang lai Igi ich cho 
mgt nude, md eho ea hai ben. Cdc ngudi dH 
thoai Vidt, My tilp tuc do Ifii trach nhigm 
cho nhau, nhflng cufic dam phdn vfin sa vdo 
be tde, khing loi thoat. Dai dien trieu dinh 
tuygn b l sg quay trd v l Hul, edn dac phai 
vien My tuyen b l se n h l neo tdu ra khdi. 

Tuy nhign, nhu ca hai bgn diu muon niu 
klo, sang hdm sau, hai doln dam phan vfin 
gap lai nhau. Lan nay, phia Vi$t Nam Id 
hai dai dign trUde ddy (tflc Nguyin Tri 
PhflOng vd Ly Van Phfle), edn hai dai dien 
din sau vdng mat. Hai ben tranh ludn vl y 
nghia ehflc danh cua Tong thong My. Phia 
Vidt Nam c l gdng thuyg't phuc phia My nop 
ban sao la thfl, ndi rfing nhfl vdy eong vige 
se tig'n triln. Hg eiing hfla nlu kit qua 
thdnh eong, mgi do tilp tl ' cho con tdu bIy 
Idu nay se dfldc miln phi, eoi nhU mdn qud 
tfing, con nlu th i t bai phia My sd phai tra 
tiln. Ddc phai vien My thac mac tai sao lai 
ggi la bfla tide cua nhd vua thilt dai phai 
bg My b tren tau hfim trfldc, khi ngdi ehua 
h i big't vigc tau My din day, thi dUde tra idi 
Id theo thong Id, mgi phdi doan ngoai quIc 
de'n tham diu dUde nhd nUdc chidu ddi, nen 
eoi nhu la dn hue cfla nha vua, mac dfl day 
Id do ehinh quyin d p tinh to chfle. Hai dai 
didn sau vdn nan lai ehua trd ve Hul. 

Dg'n hfim sau, 30-1-1833, cupc ddm phdn 
dfldng nhfl lai lie len tia hy vgng mdi. Dl 
ciiu vdn tinh hinh, va cho rling cac dai di^n 
chi la ngUdi thfla hanh nghidm chinh minh 
Ignh cua quan ThUdng bae, Roberts thay 
doi sdch lUde, quyet dinh thao mgt bfle thfl 
mdi giii quan ThUdng bae vdi ldi le mim 
mong vd dung phdp, vd dong y gfli kdm 
theo mgt ban sao Id thU cua Ting thong 
Andrew Jackson. Sau day Id ngi dung todn 
vfin: 
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"Andrew Jackson, Tong thong Hdp 
ehiing qud'c Hoa Ky kinh gfli Dflc Hodng de 
Viet Nam [Cochinchina]", 

Thfla quy dai hiln hflu, 
Bfle thfl dfldc ehuyin din Ngdi bdi fing 

Edmund Roberts, mgt cong dan dang kinh 
cua Hoa Ky, da dfldc efl ldm Dae phdi vien 
cua chinh phu ehiing tfii, de tie'n hdnh bdn 
bae mgt s i cong viee quan trgng vdi Ngai. 
Kinh xin Ngai giup dd fing ta trong viec 
thfla hdnh nhiem vu dUde giao phd, dfii xfl 
vdi ong ta vdi long nhdn hdu vd tin cdy, dfit 
nilm tin tfldng hodn todn vao nhflng dilu 
ml ong ta se thay mdt ehung tdi trinh bay vdi 
Ngai, nhd't Id khi dng ta sd nhfic lai sU bao 
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