
THEM VAI SUY NGHI VE NGUYEN TRU'dNG TO 
VA NHUNG DIEU TRAN CUA ONG 

NGUYEN PHAN QUANG' 

Cho den nay, chac han con nhiing 
nhan thiic va danh gia khac nhau 

ve nhan vat Nguyen TrUdng To va nhiing 
dieu tran ciia ong. (J day, chiing toi chi xin 
CO vai suy nghi ve tfnh " kha thi" hay " ba't 
kha thi" cua nhiing dieu tran trong bo'i 
canh lich sii Viet Nam nhiing thap men 60-
70 cua the ky XIX. 

I 

Nhif chiing ta deu biet, sau khi thUc dan 
Phap chiem tron 6 tinh Xam Ky (1867), 
tinh hinh kinh te-xa hoi nUcfc ta cang 
khung hoang nghiem trong, trudc nguy cd 
quan Phap md rong xam lifdc ra ca nifdc, 
nha Nguyen cang to ra liing tiing trong viec 
phong thu. Suo't 10 nam do'i phd vdi ngoai 
xam (1858-1867), viec td chiic, trang bi, 
hua'n luyen quan dpi van khdng cd cai tien 
gi dang ke. 

0 Bac Ha, ddi sdng nhan dan khd'n ddn 
vi ludn bi nan ddi, dich te, bao lut de doa, 
nha't la til khi Nha de chinh bi bai bd 
(1861). Lien tiep hai nam 1867, 1868 cac 
tinh trung du, ddng bang va ven bien bi 
bao lut Idn, nhan dan xieu tan. 

Kinh te ndng nghiep sa sut keo theo sU 
dinh ddn cua cdng thUdng nghiep. Nhieu dd 
thi suy tan din, giao thdng thUdng mai 
dudng bien nam trong tay Chieu thUdng 
cue cua nha Thanh. Nhiing c6' gang binh on 
vat gia va dong ludng khdng cdn hieu qua. 
Nha Binh chuan thanh lap theo sang kien 
cua Phan Huy Chu chi tdn tai may nam, 
rdi ciing bi bai bd. Bay gid cd tau budn nUdc 
Anh den cUa Thi Nai (Binh Dinh) xin thdng 
thUdng, cd sii than ciia Tay Ban NTia de'n 
Hue trinh qud'c thu (4-1870), cd lanh sU 
Phd d Hdng Kdng lien he vdi Nha ThUdng 
bac xin giao hao... nhUng trieu dinh bd qua 
khdng xet hoac khdng tra Idi. 

Tinh hinh tai chfnh ngay mdt kiet que 
do chi phi chien tranh va bdi thudng chien 
phi cho thUc dan Phap buoc nha Nguyen 
phai tang cac sic thue (1867), ban ruong 
cdng lam ruong tU (1869), ke ca ban quan 
tudc de tang thu nhap. Lai them nan thd 
phi (tif bien gidi phfa bic tran sang) gay tai 
hoa cho nhan dan Bic Ha. Nhiing dam 
"giac khach" Cd Tring, Cd Vang ciing cUdp 
bien "Tau d" mac siic tung hoanh khip 
thUdng du, trung du va ven bien. 

•PGS. TS. Trudng Dai hoc Su pham Tp. Ho Chi Mmh 
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N i m dUdc t inh h inh suy nhudc cao do 

ciia t r ieu dinh Hue , thUc dan Phap cang 

xiic tien y dd md rdng xam lUdc ra phfa b ic , 

t h a m chf mud'n bien vua quan nha Nguyen 

t h a n h lUc lUdng hd trd n h i m "dat B i c Ky 

dudi quyen dd hd ciia P h a p ma chinh phu 

Phap khdng phai td'n mdt ngUdi hay mdt xu 

nao", n h u Idi dd ddc Dupre bao cao ve bd 

Hai quan va Thudc dia P h a p . 

Khong the bd tay nhin da't nUdc lam 

nguy, nhi ing sang kien ddi mdi da't nudc 

dUdc de xuat le te trUdc kia trd t h a n h mot 

trao luu canh tan trong nhiing nam 60 cua 

the ky XIX. Nhieu ngUdi trong gidi quan lai, 

si phu d cac dia phUdng, trong dd cd nhiing 

ngUdi tiing di ra nUdc ngoai quan sat, tiep 

xiic, hoc hdi nhi ing t h a n h tilu khoa hoc ky 

thua t chau Au, trd ve suy ngam trUdc t inh 

hinh dat nUdc, ma t rudng hdp P h a m Phii 

Thii, T r i n Dinh Tiic, Nguyen Huy Td, Dinh 

Dien... la nhiing vi du. 

NhQng sang kie'n ciia ho deu xua't pha t 

tif ndi t r a n trd t rudc van nifdc va nhi ing de 

xua't ciia ho cGng ra t kh iem ton. Dai de: ho 

xin tr ieu dinh md m a n g kinh te (tan dung 

rudng da't bd hoang, kha i thae khoang san) , 

ddng thuyen may hdi nUdc, n a n g cao hieu 

qua chien dau ciia b inh linh, "md cUa" da't 

nUdc, xay dUng h a i cang, lap thUdng quan d 

cac nUdc, da t quan he dd'i ngoai vdi nUdc 

Anh, mdi chuyen vien ky t h u a t cac nifdc 

den giiip, khdng de P h a p ddc quyen.. . 

Dang chii y hdn ca la nhi ing dieu t r an 

ciia Nguyen TrUdng To (1828-1871). (Dng 

que d H u n g Nguyen, t inh Nghe An. Nam 

19 tudi (1847), dng quyet d inh di sau tim 

hieu nhi ing t h a n h tUu khoa hoc chau Au, 

b i t dau bang nhi ing tr i thiic thu lUdm dUdc 

tai chung vien Xa Doai. Sau dd dng t im 

each di du lich Hdng Kdng, Singapore rdi 

sang P h a p (1858) lUu hoc d Par is hai nam. 

Nam 1861, Nguyen Trudng To ve nudc, 

trirdc sau giii len tr ieu dinh Hue mdt he 

thdng sang kien canh tan bao quat moi 

lanh VUc. Ong Idn an m a n h me y thiic he 

Khdng giao Idi thdi ma nha Nguyen dang 

cd siic duy tri . Ong de xua't nhQng bien 

phap cai each cu the ve cac mat k inh te, 

chfnh tri , quan sU, ngoai giao, tdn giao, van 

hda giao due (1). 

II 

Mot y tudng cd ban cua Nguyen TrUdng 

Td la: mudn ndi den chuyen canh tan thi 

trUdc he't pha i "tam hda" vdi Phap . Da cd 

ngUdi nghidn ciiu danh gia cao y tudng nay, 

cho r ang dd hi "mdt sach lUdc" de thilc hien 

canh tan , "chuan bi cac dieu kien va khi cd 

thdi cd thi danh dudi Phap" (2). 

Xua nay, t rong chien t r a n h - ke ca chien 

t r anh ve qud'c - viec danh hay hda cung la 

chuyen binh thudng, va Viet Nam ciing 

vay. Hda de bao toan life lUdng, de md rdng 

can cQ (nhU trong khdi nghia Lam Sdn), 

hda de liii mdt bUdc tie'n hai budc, cd khi 

vQa danh vQa dam... The n h u n g hoan canh 

Viet Nam nhQng n a m 60-70 ciia the ky XIX 

ma ndi chuyen "hda" vdi thilc dan Phap de 

tien h a n h canh tan da't nUdc thi e rang 

ngUdi P h a p khdng chiu. Vi sao vay? 

Theo Nguyen Trifdng To, nUdc Phap -

cung n h u cac nUdc phUdng Tay - la mdt 

nUdc ra t manh : "d t ren luc dia, ta't ca 

nhQng chd nao cd xe thuyen di den, mat 

trdi mat t r a n g soi chie'u... thi ngudi Au deu 

dat chan tdi, n h u t i m an ca nud't, d dau 

t h u a n vdi ho thi phiic, chd nao t rai vdi ho 

thi hoa; ai hoa vdi ho thi difdc yen, thien ha 

khdng ai dam k h a n g cU lai ho... Hud'ng hd 

nUdc Viet ta la mot nUdc be nhd, tai sao lai 

mud'n t ra i dao trdi ma lam nhQng viec 

thien ha khd lam dUdc? Hdn nQa, d chau 
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Au, viec vo bi chi cd nifdc Phap la dQng 
hang nha't, hiing manh khdng thua ai ca". 

Nguyen Trifdng To cung tien lieu rang: 
"Neu nhu ngay kia Phap dua quan den thi 
vice vUdt bien cung nhif di tren da't bing, 
treo non nhu di tren dudng bd. Nifdc ta tiia 
mii ke bien, dia the nhu mdt con ran dai, 
dau dudi khdng lien lac dUdc vdi nhau, neu 
ho danh mot tran thi ta da bi cai the chia 
nam xe bay". 

Trong Iiic dd, van theo Nguydn TrUdng 
To, "quan linh ciia ta lai chuyen diing 
gUdm dao gay gdc, khdng thao sung dng... 
Neu ho diing siing trudng tif xa ban sudt 
tdi, thi quan ta chUa giap tran ma gUdm 
dao da tan tanh. Khi ho den gin thi diing 
ludi le xung phong mot ngUdi dUdng dUdc 
ca 100 ngudi, xdng len nhu nUdc sdng chay 
xiet. Liic ngQng lai thi nhu nui dUng, xdng 
vao chang qua cung nhu chudn chudn lay 
cot da ma thdi. (...). Dem quan nhut nhat 
ciia minh ra danh lai quan vd dich cua ho 
that chang khac nao nhu bat mudi doi nui, 
dem de da'u hd (...) Quan Phap danh thanh 
khdng cin dung nhQng phUdng phap bic 
thang, dUdng h im, xe kiem, bao da't, ma 
dai phao ban ra thi nui Id, gd sap (...), treo 
thanh nhu len dem gd'i, sd di lau nay ho 
chUa dung den la vi cat cd ga cin gi phai 
dung dao md trau...". 

Theo phan tich cua Nguyen TrUdng To 
thi nUdc Viet Nam dQng ben canh nifdc 
Phap chang khac nao mdt dQa tre gay cdm 
dQng ben canh mdt ngUdi khdng Id. Han 
rang Nguyen TrUdng To chi mud'n ndi len 
dieu dng nghi, khdng cd y "hu doa" vua 
quan trieu Nguyen. 

Sd di chung tdi trich dan hdi rudm ra 
nhQng doan trong Di thdo cua Nguyen 
Trudng To, la vi tQ trudc tdi nay trong gidi 
nghien cQu chang hieu vi sao ma chUa may 

ai thuc sU luu y nhQng chi tiet nhU tren; 
mat khac chung tdi cung mud'n dUdc hieu 
rang: Nguyen TrUdng To that ldng mud'n 
vua quan trieu Nguyen hay md to ddi mit 
de nhin cho rd quan Ifnh cua nUdc Phap 
hung manh nhu the nao, ma quan Ifnh cua 
trieu dinh thi yeu nhUdc ra lam sao. Neu 
thUc te da la nhu vay ma ddi chd'ng cU vdi 
nUdc Phap, lieu minh nhU chang cd, thi 
khac nao tU sat. 

Tdm lai, mud'n sd'ng thi phai hda (hda 
chQ khdng phai d iu hang), khdng hda la 
mat het, lam gi cdn ngai vang, cdn da't nUdc 
ma canh tan, ma ddc lap de phat trien! Va 
Nguyen Trudng To khing dinh: "Su the 
hien nay chi cd hda (...) khdng hda ma chien 
thi chang khac gi cQu hda ma dd them dau, 
khdng nhQng khdng cQu dUdc ma cdn chay 
ca minh nQa". 

Ong chan thanh mach bao trieu Nguyen 
rang: "khdng the tiec re vai manh da't ma 
de mat ca giang sdn. Vua quan nha Nguyen 
chi mdi "trao tang" ba tinh mien Ddng, tien 
the ho lai "xin" nd't ba tinh mien Tay: ne'u 
vua quan khdng rut kinh nghiem ngay ma 
cQ nhung nhang thi cd khi ho se ndi ndng 
bat "trao tang" ludn ca nUdc, bay gid cd hdi 
tiec thi da mudn! 

Ve diem nay, Nguyen TrUdng To giai 
thfch kha can ke: "Nay cd danh ho cung 
khdng di, hda ho cung khdng di. Ho chi xin 
minh mieng da't ma thdi, ne'u cQ kien quyet 
khdng cho, ho se lap mUu cUdp he't, tQ 
khach quay lai lam chu. Nhu the la tiec 
mdt hai manh da't ma dem ca nUdc trao cho 
ho. Ne'u biet rd ho da de'n la khdng di..., thi 
danh vdi ho tQc la mat cai Idn khdng dang 
mat..., khdng keu nai gi dUdc (...) Hoac gia 
cd ngudi ndi dat dai td tien de lai khdng 
dUdc dua gang tac nao cho ke khac. NhU 
vay la qua cau chap ma de hdng viec nUdc. 
Sao khdng xem xUa nay cd ai lam chu giang 
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sdn mai dau (...). Va lai nhQng dieu ma 

nudc P h a p xin, c h i n g qua la de md ben tau, 

lap p h d x a , thdng cUa be de budn ban...". Va 

de cho vua q u a n t r ieu N g u y l n yen tam 

hdn, Nguyen TrUdng To cam doan n h u 

dinh ddng cdt: "Xua nay chUa cd ai budn 

ban ma a m mUu chiem nUdc ngUdi ta bao 

gid" (3). 

Chi tiec r a n g Nguyen Trifdng To lo ngai 

vua quan t r ieu Nguyen hoang mang, nen 

dng chUa mud'n ndi ro cho ho hieu can ke 

hdn t am dia thUc sii ciia thUc dan P h a p dd'i 

vdi nudc ta, ft nha't la tQ ngay ho nd sung 

ban vao Da Nang giQa n a m 1858; ma tam 

dia nay thi mdt ngifdi thdng kim bac cd n h u 

Nguyen Trudng To t h a u hieu hdn ai he't. 

Cd le cung chfnh vi vay ma cho mai den 

nam 1871 Nguyen TrUdng To v i n cQ thuc 

giuc vua quan t r ieu Nguyen phai chdp 

ngay "thdi cd da de'n" de' thiic h ien canh t an 

dat nUdc! 

Vay thi "thdi cd" theo Nguyen TrUdng To 

la nhu the nao? 

I l l 

Thang 9-1871 (hai t h a n g trUdc khi qua 

ddi), Nguyen Trudng To mong tr ieu dinh 

nha Nguyen thifc h ien nhQng de nghi canh 

tan ma ong da de xua't tQ n a m 1863 : "Bai 

Te cap ludn ciia tdi ne'u dem ra thUc h a n h 

t ram n a m cung chUa het; t he ma bay t am 

nam nay chUa thay thUc h a n h ty nao, cha 

le ddi de'n t r a m n a m sau mdi thUc h a n h 

dUdc sao? Nay cd the lam dUdc rdi, thdi da 

den, the da cd, md rdng giao thUdng de dem 

cua cai th ien ha den, chan hUng phUdng 

phap mdi de lam hifng th inh ngudn Idi 

trong nUdc. Tien h a n h ca ha i thi moi cai hd 

trd nhau , Idi fch se un u n dUa den. Tdi tfnh 

toan cai thdi h a n 20 n a m chi mot ngdy cd 

the hy vong dUdc". 

Theo Nguyen TrUdng To, cac nam 1871-

1872 la thdi gian cac nUdc tU ban dang 

canh t r a n h n h a u gay g i t , dac biet la t inh 

h inh nudc P h a p sau tha't bai vdi Phd. Vi 

vay, "neu de thdi cd bd'i rd'i ciia ho di qua 

thi cdn lam gi dUdc nQa, hien nay he't sQc 

k h a n cap. Hay dQng day n h i y xd ra b i t tay 

thifc hien ngay. Thdi da de'n rdi. Thdi khd 

ma de mat . Chd nen ndi hay de sang nam" 

(4). 

NhQng suy doan t ren day ciia Nguyen 

TrUdng To ve t inh h inh nUdc Phap nhQng 

n a m 1870-1871 khdng phai hoan toan 

khdng cd cd sd. N h u n g theo chung tdi, dieu 

quan t rong hdn la c i n t im hieu hai va'n de 

sau: 

Mgt Id: ve mat chu quan, lieu r i n g cho 

de'n n h u n g nam 60, 70 ciia the ky XIX, 

tr ieu dinh Hue cd cdn kha nang xoay 

chuyen t inh the n h u thdi vua Gia Long cdn 

tri vi, hay ft ra la khoang nhQng nam cudi 

ddi Minh Mang, khi nha vua bQng t inh ve 

dudng Idi "ddng ciia" t h a t sach cua minh? 

Ve van de nay, chiing tdi da ndi qua d p h i n 

t ren , khi nhac lai thUc t r ang xa hdi Viet 

Nam trudc vd t rong thdi gian dien ra 

nhQng de nghi canh tan, ke ca nhQng dieu 

t r an cua Nguyen TrUdng To. 

Hai Id: ve ma t khach quan, lieu rang 

chfnh phii P h a p va thuc dan Phap ndi 

rieng, cd vi " t inh h inh bd'i rdi" cua ho trong 

cac n a m 1871-1872 ma danh bd tay nhin 

vua quan t r ieu Nguyen xdng ra "chdp thdi 

cd" de canh t a n da't nUdc, mot khi quyet 

t am xam chiem toan bd nUdc ta ciia thilc 

dan P h a p da difdc xac dinh? 

N h u moi ngUdi deu biet, sau khi hiep 

udc 1862 dudc phe chuan , vua Tu DQc cii 

mdt phai bd sang Phap , xin vua Phap 

(Napoleon III) cho chudc lai ba t inh mien 

Ddng. T h a n g 11-1863, vua Phap hQa vdi 
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phai bo se cU dai dien (Aubaret) sang Hue de ca'p bach trUdc m i t - theo tac gia - la 

dd sua lai hioj) Udc 1862. phai chie'm ngay toan bd N a m Ky: 

Sau mdt t h a n g dieu dinh (giQa t h a n g 6 "Vdi nhUng tdi lieu gdi de'n Ngdi trong 

de'n giQa t h a n g 7-1864), Aubare t va P h a n bdc thU trUdc, toi hy vgng giup Ngdi khdng 

T h a n h Gian ky ban didu Qdc gdm 21 khoan: dinh tdm quan trgng vd trie'n vgng ddc biet 

Phap t ra lai cho Tu DQc ba t inh mien Ddng cua xd Nam Ky, mgt bdn vgt md ThUdng de 

n h u n g v i n lam chu Sai Gdn, Thu D i u Mot, dd giao pho cho chung ta, cung Id vung dd't 

My Tho; ddng thdi t r ieu dinh Hue thQa md nUdc Anh thUc sU them khdt nhUng 

nhan sU "bao ho" cua P h a p t ren luc t inh. khong ddm thu nhdn^ (...). Tgi sao Chinh 

Cac didu khoan ve thUdng niai, t ruydn phu khong nghi rdng cdn phdi cd 3000 hay 

guio... van giu nguyen nhit cac dieu ifdc 4000 linh de thuc ddy nhanh chdng viec 

1862. chinh phuc thuoc dia tuyet vdi ndy ? Hien d 

Nam Ky chdng ta chi cd khodng 1800-2000 

linh. Vd ne'u chien tranh lgi no ra ?!! Roi 

ngUdi ta se hdi tiec khi khong eon thdi cd 

nUa" (Kho lUu trU qud'c gia Phdp - Fonds 

Berryer. 223AP-d2). 

Ve thilc chat , "tam ildc" Aubare t - P h a n 

T h a n h Gian khdng Idi hdn, t h a m chi 

nghiem t rong hdn ddi vdi v.dn menh da't 

nifdc so vdi hiep Udc 1862. The nhi ing ngay 

sau khi de an t a m udc vQa de t r inh vua 

Phap va Aubare t chita kip den Hue. thi Cudi cung. Napoleon quyet d inh buy bd 

thilc dan P h a p (d nUdc Pluip cung nhu d tam Udc. Ve phfa t r ieu dinh Hue, vua Tu 

Xam Ky) ddng dau la Bd t rudng Bd Hai DQc cii P h a n T h a n h Gian lam k h a m sai dai 

quan va Thudc dia Chasse loup Lauba t cUc t h a n d ba t inh mien Tay, t iep tuc thi hdnh 

life phan ddi, yeu can vua Phap ra lenh lenli giai giap q u a n ddi va nghiem tri 

dinh chi viec t n e n khai de an t am Udc nhQng ngifdi ndi loan. 

Aubare t . „ - i .- , , , , o ^ r 

t r e n thuc to, ngay t rong t h a n g 1-1865, 

Su phan ddi nay the liien cang quyet liet dUdc lenh khdng thi h d n h t a m Qdc, dd dd'c 

qua ba bdc tliU (viet khoang cudi t hang 9 De Lag rand ie r e xuc tie'n ke hoach chiem 

dau t hang 10-1863) ma chung tdi t im thay nd't ba t inh mien Tay. T h a n g 10-1866, y cU 

trong Kho luu t ru qudc gia Phap tai P a n s . Vial ra Hue yeu cau t r ieu dinh de cho Phap 

Tac gia ba bUc t h u na\- la Rieunier - si cai tri ludn ba t inh Vinh Long, An Giang, 

quan t h a m muu d X a m Ky - gUi cho mdt Ha Tien. T h a n g 2-1867, mdt dai dien ciia 

nghi si cd the life d Vien lap phap , ddng De Lag rand ie r e lai ra Hue ddi chien phf 

thdi cung la tac gia viet cud'n "Van de X a m h a n g n a m theo dieu Udc 1862 vd nhan 

Ky xet theo quyen lgi ngUdi Phap" de kip m a n h yeu c i u giao quyen cho P h a p d ba 

thdi phan pha t t rong chfnh gidi thilc dan t inh mien Tay. Tr ieu d inh Hue lung tung, 

Phap , lam ap life p h a n dd'i viec phai bd cudi cung d a n h todn quyen giai quyet van 

P h a n T h a n h Gian xin chudc da't. de cho P h a n T h a n h Gian. 

Xdl dung ba buc t h u nha'n m a n h yeu N a m dUdc t am t r a n g vua Tu DQc va 

cau chinh phu P h a p khdng giam bdt hoac t r ieu d inh Hue', De L a g r a n d i e r e t r ien khai 

t r ieu hdi so quan vien chinh d X a m Ky, liet ke hoach da dQ t inh . Va chi t rong vdng 7 

ke nhQng t h a n h tUu "khai hoa" ciia P h a p d ngay (tQ 18-6 den 24-8-1867) , q u a n Phap 

Xam Ky t rong 4 n a m qua (1859-1863). Van chiem ludn ba t inh mien Tay khdng ton 
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mdt vien dan . Ba t lUc trudc t inh the, P h a n 

T h a n h Gian ud'ng thudc ddc tif tif. 

ThUc ra, mUu dd chie'm tron Nam Ky 

cua thuc dan Phap , de tQ dd nud't gon todn 

bd nifdc ta khdng phai chi mdi xua't hien tQ 

sau Hiep udc N h a m Tua't (5-1862), ma Id 

tQ trQdc khi thuc dan P h a p b i t d i u tan 

cdng Da Nang n a m 1858. Mot so' chinh 

khach cd ma t luc bay gid d Trung Hoa nhu 

De Courcy da dd xua t viec can cii mot dao 

quan vidn chinh sang Vict Nam, hoac nhu 

Bourboulon neu y kien: "phai dd t khoat va 

phai Idm ddn cQng", n h a m bifdc dau chiem 

cho difdc vai vi t r i nao dd d Viet Nam. 

Ndi ba t hdn ca la y kien cua Hue, 

nguyen la mot nha t ruyen giao tai Trung 

Hoa. T h a n g 1-1857, Hue gUi len hoang de 

Phap mdt ban Ghi nhd vdi nhQng doan n h u 

sau: 

" (...) Cuoc cdch 'nang Phdp dd Idm cho 

ngUdi ta quen xiC Nam Ky... Viing Vien 

Dong chdng bao Idu nUa se Id ndi dien ra 

nhdng bien cd nghiem trgng. Neu Hodng de 

mudn, nUdc Phdp se dong mgt vai tro quan 

trgng vd vinh quang d viing ndy; ngdy nay 

hodn cdnh hodn todn thudn lOi hdn tritdc 

cho viec chie'm Nam Ky", de td dd chung ta 

CO the chie'm lay lanh thd Viet Nam... 

Chie'm Idy Viet Nam Id viec Idm de dang 

nhdt tren the'gidi ndy vd se mang lgi hieu 

qud vo bd ben. Tgi bien Dong hien nay, 

nude Phdp cd qud dU lUc lUdng de Idm cong 

vice ndy... 

Dd't dai Nam Ky cUc ky mdu md, ngang 

hdng vdi nhUng vung ddt chi tuye'n gidu co 

nhdt. NhUng sdn phdm chinh ed the trao 

doi, mua bdn hien nay ciia Nam Ky Id 

dudng, gao, go Idm nhd, ngd voi... Sau nUa 

Id vdng vd bgc vdi nhUng md rdt gidu dd 

dugc khai thdc Idu nay... 

Tom lgi, trong nhUng died kien hien 

nay, nUdc Phdp rdt cdn cd mgt co sd gidu vd 

mgnh d Vien Dong. Xet ve tdt cd mgi 

phUdng dien, Viet Nam Id vi tri phii hgp vdi 

chung ta nhdt. Chung ta co quyen chie'm 

lay Viet Nam, md ddy lgi Id cdng viec de 

ddng nhdt trong mgi cong viec. Nude Phdp 

chdng phdi mat gi het, cd chdng chi Id 

ddnh mdt nhiing ke't qud Idn lao cd ve vinh 

quang Idn eua cdi..." (Dan theo Taboulet -

La geste francaise en Indoehine, Tome I, 

pp.401-403). 

Mifu dd trifdc mat va lau dai cua thUc 

dan Phap nhu vay la da rd. Ba tinh mien 

Ddng rdi ba t inh mien Tay ke tiep nhau rdi 

vao tay Phap , n h u n g n h a n dan Nam Ky 

van pha t cao ngpn cd khang chien, mac d i u 

didu kien klidng cdn t h u a n Idi nhu trUdc 

nQa. 

Tliang 1-1872, Idi dung vide trieu dinh 

Hue nhd qiuiii ddi Phap dep giac bien d Bac 

Ky, Dupre cU vicn t rung ta hai quan Senez 

dem chien ham "Bourayne" ra Hue bao tin 

rdi tie'n t hang ra vinh Bac Ky. Mudi thang 

sau, cung dUa vao iy do trdn, tifdng 

D A r b a u d (tam thay Dupre nghi phep) lai 

difa chien h a m ra Bac, tidn sau vao ndi dia, 

tim difdng Idn Ha Ndi. Tuy hi cac quan dia 

phudng phan dd'i, vidn t rung ta Phap van 

len bd quan sat Ha Xdi va cac t n e n sdng 

phu can, va de t r inh mdt ke hoach danh 

chiem Bac Ky. T h a n g 5-1873, Dupre bao 

cao ve Phap : "Viec danh chiem Bac Ky Id 

van dd sinh tU cho tifdng lai thd'ng tri cua 

chung ta d Vidn Ddng" (J.Chesneaux ddn 

trong Contribution a I'histoire de la nation 

vietnamienne, p.122). 

Trong vide xam lifdc Bac Ky, thilc dan 

Phaj) d Sai Gdn lidn ket hdnh ddng vdi 

J ean Dupuis , mot lai budn Phap dang kinh 
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doanh d Trung Hoa. TQ nam 1867, Dupuis 
dUa vao the' liic ciia quan nha Thanh d Van 
Nam, cung thUc dan Phap d Sai Gdn bdn 
tinh ke hoach xam nhap Bac Ky bang con 
dudng sdng Hdng. 

Thang 7-1873, thd'ng ddc Nam Ky Dupre 
dien ve Phap; "Bac Ky da dUdc khai phdng 
do thdng Idi ciia Dupuis, tad hieu qui sau 
rdng trong nen thUdng mai... Chie'm Bac Ky 
la tuyet dd'i c in thiet de bao dam cho nUdc 
Phap con dudng thdng thUdng duy nha't 
ndy. Tdi khdng cin vien binh gi het, tdi giai 
quye't bang each ciia tdi. Bao dam thing 
Idi" (B.S.E.I. 2e sem. 1947 - J.Chesneaux 
ddn, Sach da ddn, tr.l22). 

GiQa luc dd, trieu dinh Hue cU mdt phai 
bo vao Sai Gdn yeu ciu thUc dan Phap 
ngan chan nhQng hanh vi ngang ngUdc cua 
Dupuis d Bac Ky. Chdp cd hoi, ngay 11-10-
1873, thieu ta hai quan Francis Garnier 
dUdc cii ra Ha Ndi phd'i hdp vdi lUc iQdng 
cua Dupuis, dot nhap thanh Ha Ndi, yeu 
can khai phdng sdng Hdng. 

Ngay 20-11-1873, thifc dan Phap tan 
cdng thanh Ha Ndi; tdng dd'c Nguyen Tri 
Phifdng ua't Qc nhin an ma chet. Quan 
trieu tan vd. Quan Phap thQa cd chia quan 
chiem cac tinh thanh Hung Yen, Hii 
DUdng, Ninh Binh, Narn Dinh chi trong 
khdng diy 20 ngay. 

Ma'y thang sau dd, trieu dinh Hue lai 
phai ky tie'p vdi thuc dan Phap Hiep udc 
Giap Tua't (15-3-1874), chinh thQc thQa 
nhan Nam Ky la thudc dia ciia Phap, phin 
cdn lai cua Vict Nam thi ngUdi Phap dUdc 
quyen chi phd'i ngoai giao, noi tri. NhU vay, 
viec thUc dan Phap thUc sU dat nen thd'ng 
tri len toan cdi Viet Nam chi cdn la van de 
thdi gian. 

Trong bd'i canh xa hoi Viet Nam nhQng 
nam 60, 70 cua the ky XIX, vdi quye't tam 
chiem doat Viet Nam bang bat ky gia nao 
cua thuc dan Phap, ma chung tdi xin ke lai 
hdi dai ddng nhu tren, thi trieu dinh nha 
Nguyen (ca vua lan quan) du cd phep thanh, 
cung khong the ndo nghe theo Idi thuc giuc 
cua Nguyen TrUdng To la phai chdp lay 
"thdi cd" cua cac nam 1871-1872 ma "nhiy 
xd ra" bat tay thuc hien ngay nhQng noi 
dung trong cac dieu t r i n ciia dng. 

Trong the ye'u den tot cung nhU vay ciia 
trieu Nguyen vd trong dieu kien thUc dan 
Phap da nam chac trong tay hai hiep Udc 
1862 va 1874, thi nhQng xet doan ciia 
Nguyen TrUdng To ve van de "thdi cd" ciia 
cac nam 1871-1872 dang dUdc tran trong 
ve mat tam huyet cua ong, nhUng nghiem 
tiic ma ndi thi dd la nhQng xet doan thieu 
cd sd thilc te, neu khong mud'n ndi Id qua 
mudn mang, ao tudng, tham chf ngUdi khd 
tfnh cdn cho dd Id "cau chuyen hai hudc". 

IV 

Hdn mot the ky nay, ngUdi ta da bdn 
nhieu ve tinh "kha thi" hay "bat kha thi" 
cua nhQng dieu t r in . Cd mot sii ghi nhan 
ndo dd khi cho rang toan bo dieu t r i n cua 
Nguyen TrUdng To phan anh tam huyet 
cua mgt tri thQc cd vd'n hieu biet sau rdng, 
thiet tha tim 16'i thoat giai nguy cho Viet 
Nam. 

Cd y kie'n nhan thay nhQng dieu t r in 
ciia dng khdng cd gi. xa vdi, ao tifdng, md 
phan Idn nam trong t i m tay cua nUdc ta 
bay gid. NhUng nhiet tinh va tai nang cua 
dng da bi bd qua, chi vi "dieu khdng may 
cho Nguyen TrUdng To chfnh la d a d vao 
mgt thdi dai vdi mgt dng vua nhu nhUdc, 
vdi nhQng quan lai vd trach nhiem, vdi mgt 
t ing Idp si phu loi thdi, lac hau" (5). 
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Lai c6 y kien cho r i n g : mai den nam 

1871 Nguyen TrUdng To mdi de--xuit "sU 

the hien nay chi cd hda" nhUng tQ 10 nam 

trudc (1862) vua Tu DQc d5 thii nghiem 

mgt cuge "hda" (Hiep udc N h a m Tuat) va 

ke't qua la ma't 3 t m h mien Ddng, khien cho 

thiic dan Phap t r a n h thii xin nd't toan bd 

Nam Ky lye t inh (1867). Ne'u Nguydn 

TrUdng To cdn sd'ng cho den nam 1874 thi 

trieu dinh Hue cdn mgt cudc "hda" ngoan 

muc hdn vdi hiep Udc Gidp Tua't; va neu dng 

cdn sd'ng lau them cho den cac nam 1883, 

1884 thi cac cudc "hda" mang ten Harmand 

va Patendtre cdn ly ky hdi hop hdn nhieu. 

Da vay thi dau phai t r ieu Hue ngdn chuyen 

"hda" chang qua vi cdng "hda" cdng m i t 

da't, mat quyen, cudi cung Id ma t he't! 

Y kien nay cung cho r i n g : t i m cao tr i 

tue ciia Nguyen TrUdng To the hien sau sac 

nha't la d mgt so 'dieu t ien doan ciia dng, dai 

de: "hg da den la khdng chiu di nQa", "con 

giao long khi tha'y d i m vUc thi nghi each 

d i m minh chQ khdng the ndo chiu bd ma 

di", hoac: "hien nay q u a n P h a p da chinh cU 

thanh Gia Dinh va cac phu huyen thudc 

hat , hg dao kinh dap luy thu ke lau dai de 

td ra khdng chiu di, n h u hd da ve rQng, 

rdng da xud'ng bidn..., cd danh hg cung 

khdng di, hda hg cQng khdng di". Ne'u nhu 

h a u the cd quy p h i n ndo t rach nhiem cho 

tr ieu Nguyen da de ma t nUdc vao tay thUc 

dan P h a p thi dd Id vi nhieu ly do khac, chQ 

dau phai vi khdng vang Idi Nguyen TrUdng 

To ndn de tugt ma t "thdi cd". 

Nhdc lai y kien t ren day, chung tdi sUc 

nhd cau ndi cua mgt nhd sii hgc bac t h i y 

day cac de tii cua minh r i n g t im hieu con 

ngudi md bd qua hoac xem nhe vi the cua 

hg t rong xa hgi thi chdng khac nao vdt mdt 

con ca dang bdi t ung tang d dudi sdng dem 

dat len ma t ban de phan tich ve ddi sd'ng 

ciia Iddi ca . 

Vay thi nen chang van de Nguyen 

TrUdng To vdi nhQng dieu t r i n ciia dng c in 

dUdc gidi nghien cQu tiep tuc tim hieu them 

- du cd phai ton them thdi gian vd gia'y mUc 

- t rong dd cd viec t im hieu can ke hdn vi the' 

cua chinh bdn thdn Nguyen TrUdng To 

trong dieu kien lich sit cu the cua Viet Nam 

nhitng nam 60, 70 the'ky XIX. 
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