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Tém tit: T rong xa hoi phong kién Viét Nam, nguoi phu nir khong dwoc hoc hanh qua sach
V6 va trén ghé nha truong, nhung ho dwoc gido duc tir trong gia dinh, dong téc, theo quan niém
dao dirc Nho gido, tham nhuan séu sdc tuw twong “tam tong, tur dirc”, dé chdb thudn than phdn
lam vor véi vi tri rat thdp trong gia dinh va xd hdi. Nhiéu phu nit chang may géa chong tir khi
con tré, ho tudn thu ph wong cham “thu tiét tho chéng” va chiu rat nhiéu thiét thoi cho chang
doi con lai. Nha meée phong kién tir thoi Lé da ton vinh nhitng phu nit nay, ban cho ho danh
hiéu “Tiét phu”, “Tiét hanh kha phong” voi ché dp tien, vit chat theo cac mirc.

Dua vao cde tw liéu trong sir cii va tw lidu dién da, bai viét lam ré nguon goc, ban chat
ciia danh hiéu “Tiét phu”’, qua d6 lam ré vi tri, than phdn xa héi ciia ngwoi phy nit trong xd
héi phong kién.

Tir khéa: Phu nir, Tiét hanh, Pao dirc, Nho gidao, Xa hoi phong kién.

Abstract: In Vietnam's feudal society, women are not educated through books and in
school, but they are educated on Confucian moral concepts imbued with deeply thought of
“three obediences, four virtues” from family and clan, to accept the status of being a wife
with a shallow position in the family and society. Many women are unfortunately widowed at
a young age. They adhere to the motto “be virtuous and worship their husbands” and suffer
a lot of disadvantages for the rest of their lives. Since the Le dynasty, the feudal state has
honoured these women, bestowing them with the titles of “Virtuous wives” and “Virtuous
Conduct” with the money and material system according to different levels.

Based on old historical and field documents, the article clarifies the origin and nature of
the title “Virtuous wives”, thereby clarifying women s position and social status in feudal society.
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I. Dit vin dé

Dia vi xa hoi va than phan nguoi
phu nit trong x3 hoi phong kién 1a d& tai
nghién ctru 1y thi ctia nhiéu chuyén nganh
khoa hoc xd hoi va nhan van. D co rat
nhiéu cong trinh dudi cac dang thé loai
khac nhau (sach, dé tai nghién ciru, bai tap
chi) vé& dé tai nai. Tuy nhién, mot vin dé
ma chua dugc cac nghién ctru lamrd: do 1a
nhimg phu nit goa bua, khong di 1iy chong
khéc, ¢ vay tho chéng, nuoi con, dugc nha
nuéc phong kién tén vinh va ban cho danh
hiéu “Tiét hanh kha phong”, “Liét nit”.
Ngudn gbc va ban chit cia danh hiéu nay
1a gi, tic dung ctia né ra sao dbi véi nhing
ngudi phu nira trong cude. D6 1a ndi dung
chinh cia bai viét nay.

II. Co s& 1y thuyét

Bai viét van dung cac luan diém cta
Levi - Strauss, C vé “vi tri x4 hdi” hodc
“vi thé xa hoi” trong 1y thuyét vé cau tric
xd hoi. D6 1a khai niém dung dé chi dia
vi cia mot nguoi dimg trong co cau td
chirc xa hoi, theo cach nhin cua xa hoi.
Vi thé x4 hoi cia mot nguoi 13 dia vi hay
thir bac ma nguodi do co, phu thudec vao
hé tu tuong, diéu kién kinh té, thiét ché
x3 hoi, nhit 1a thé ché gia dinh cuar modi
toc ngudi, mdi nhoém cu dan, rong hon 1a
mdi qubc gia & mdi thoi ky lich str. Vi tri
x3 hoi hay vi thé x4 hoi ctia mot nguoi 1a
cai ma xa hgi cong nhan voi nguoi do xét
trong thang bac xa hoi. Pia vi xa hoi, vé
co ban 1a mdt hién tugng nhan thirc, trong
doé cac ca nhan hoac nhom nay duogc so
sanh voi nguoi khac va nhom khéac vé su
khéc nhau dya trén co s& mot s6 dic diém
hodc pham chat dugc cho 1a c6 ¥ nghia
trong xa hdi do. Mat khac, sy Xép dat dia
vi cua mQt nguoi hay mot nhém nguodi
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dugc bit ngudn tir nhimg quan diém cua
nhitng nguoi khac, nhitng quan diém nay
duoc dua trén mot hé théng gia tri cua
cong dong.

I11. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Trén co so tu liéu st hoc khao ctru
cung tu lidu dién da thu thap duoc, bai viét
sir dung phuong phap phan tich, téng hop
dé 1am 15 céc van dé dat ra.

IV. Két qua va thao luin

4.1. Khdi niém va nguon géc ciia
danh hiéu “Tiét phu” va “Tiét hanh kha
phong”

Tir dién Hén - Viét cia Pao Duy
Anh giai thich hai khai niém “Tiét phu” va
“Tiét hanh”.

- “Tiét phu” 13 nguoi dan ba chong
chét ma giir tiét, khong 1ay chong khac.

- “Tiét hanh” 12 “tiét nghia” va “hanh
kiém” (Tir dién Han Viét, tap 2, tr. 274).

T dién khong giai nghia cum tir
“Tiét hanh kha phong”, nhung suy theo
nghia cda hai khai ni€m trén thi “Tiét hanh
kha phong” dugc hiéu 1 ngudi phu nit co
tiét nghia va hanh kiém dang dugc phong
tang, phong thudng.

Céc tir trén bé ngoai thé hién sy ton
vinh ctia nha nudc phong kién dbi voi
nhiing phu nir c6 dugc hay dat dugc cac
tiéu chuan d¢é ra, nhung bén trong lai phan
anh than phan, vi thé cua gidi phu nir néi
chung trong long xa hoi Viét Nam trude
Céch mang Thang Tam 1945.

S¢ di co6 céc tur trén vi xa hoi quan
chu Viét Nam dya trén y thitc h¢ Nho
gido, von 1a hoc thuyét vé chinh trj - xa
hoi, dung dé quan 1y xa hoi. Cot 16i cua
hoc thuyét d6 1a duy tri, 6n dinh cac mbi
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quan h¢ cha - con, vo - chong, anh - em,
vua - t6i, ban - be, thuc chat 1a méi quan
hé gia dinh va quan hé xa hoi. Quan h¢
gia dinh duoc duy tri, ciing c¢b bang ché
do tong phap va ché do gia truong. ngudi
con gai, ngudi phu nit trong gia dinh phai
chiu sy rang budc boi “tam tong” (tai gia
tong phuy, xuat gia tong phu, phu tir tong
twr, tuc 1a, khi con bé thi ¢ véi cha me, chiu
su day bao cua cha me; 16n lén léy chéng
thi theo chong; chong chang may chét thi
theo con).

Thoi phong kién, tuyét dai da sb
nguoi phu nit Viét khong dugc hoc hanh
trén sach vo va tai nha truong, nhung luén
dugc gido duc theo quan ni€ém dao duc
Nho gigo. Phan 16n ho lap gia dinh khi con
rat tré. Trong s6 ho, rit nhiéu nguoi dugc
huéng cudc sdng vo chong dén gia, song
khong it ngudi khong gip may man: khi
ban than ho con tré, chéng da qua doi, co
nguoi may min ¢6 duge mot hai mun con,
nhung ciing nhiéu ngudi khong co dugce
hanh phtic lam me. Mac dau vay, thdm
nhudn tu tuéng Nho gido, dii khong qua
mot ngay truong 16p, nhitng phy nit gda
bua d6 khong tai gia (hay cai gid, tuc di
lay chong khac, hay di budc nika), ma &
vay tho chdng, nudi con khon 16n, nudi bd
me chong va thd phung ho sau khi ho qua
doi. Rét nhiéu truong hop, hai bén trai gai
moi chi dinh hén véi nhau, chua kip lam
18 cudi, ngudi chong chang may bi chét,
ngudi con gai d6 cling khong di lay chong
khéc, & vay nudi va tho bd me chéng.

Nha nuéc phong kién da ton vinh
nhiing phu nir c6 cac phém chét hodc dat
duoc cac phém chét theo tiéu chuén dao
dtrc Nho gido nhu trén, ban cho ho danh
hiéu “Tiét phu”, “Tiét hanh kha phong”.
V& sau, con c6 danh hiéu “Liét ni¥” dé ban

cho nhimg nguoi phu nit tré, chua chong,
khong chiu 6 nhuc khi bi ngudi nam gidi
cudng birc. Cac danh hiéu nay dugc diéu
chinh theo céc triéu vua.

4.2. Nha nwdc cdc thoi va lang xa
véi vin dé “Tiét phu”

Viéc t6n vinh nhimng phu nit “Tiét
hanh kha phong” theo sir cii ghi lai bt
dau vao thang Ba nam Dinh Ty nién hiéu
Thiéu Binh, doi Vua Lé Thai Tong (thang
4 - 1437): “Néu bién khen & ctra nha Liét
nit Lé Thi. Lé Thi tén 1 Liéu, nguoi lang
Phiic Lam thudc 16 Qubc Oai, vo gda
cua Luong Thién Tich lam Tac v¢ thoi
Hb, ngudi dep, gda chong sém khong co
con, & nha chong thd phung cho dén chét.
Thiéu bao Lé Qubc Hung dem viée dy tau
1én nén duogc ban khen” (Pai Viét su ky
toan thu, tap 2, tr. 160). Sach khong cho
biét hinh thirc va mirc d6 khen thudng cu
thé voi nguoi duoc khen.

D061 Vua Lé Nhan Toéng, vao nam
Binh Ty, nién hi¢u Dién Ninh (ndm 1456),
biéu duong 1a Tiét phu dbi v6i Nguyén
Thi (khong 1o tén) ¢ lang Dao Xéc, huyén
Chi Linh, thudc 10 Nam Séch, 1a vo goa
cia Nguyén Vin Piéu (khong rd chirc
phan gi), cip cho bang vang treo & cira
lang dé néu khen va mién phu dich cho
con va chau déu 11 nguoi & nha dé phung
dudng (Pai Viét sw ky toan thu, tap 2, tr.
232). bén day, st cii cho biét cu thé hon
vé viéc biéu duong, néu thuéng: ban bién
(chua rd ndi dung cua bién) treo & dau
lang va cho t61 11 nguoi 1a con chau ¢ nha
dé phung dudng. Sach nay khong ghi rd
hanh vi, viéc lam cu thé dé dugc phong
“tiét phu”. Trong khi do, cling su kién nay,
sach Kham dinh Viét su thong giam cuong
muc chép, ba Nguyén Thi 1a vo clia Xa



quan Nguyén Vin Diéu. Chdng chét, ba
Nguyén Thi & goa, khong c6 diéu tiéng gi,
nén dugc tau 1én triéu dinh, vua ban cho
tAm bién mau vang, treo & cong nha, con
chau dugc mién sai dich dé phung dudng
ba, song khong ghi la 11 nguoi (Kham
dinh Viét sw thong giam cwong muc, tap
Mot, tr. 974).

Lé Thanh Tong 1a vi vua sung Nho
nén rat coi trong viéc phong Tiét phu.
Nguoi phu nit dau tién dugc ong ban danh
hiéu nay 1a Nguyén Thi B6 ¢ lang Dai
Hiru L¢, huyén Thanh Tri vao thang Hai
nam Quy Mui (thang 3 - 1463), cho khic
lam bang vang treo ¢ cura lang, cho con
chau mot ngudi duoc mién phu dich dé
nuoi dudng (Pai Viét su ky toan thu, tap
2, tr. 254).

Viéc néu thudng cac “tiét phu” ciing
dugc dua vao luat thoi Lé. Pidu 297 Quoc
triéu hinh ludt quy dinh, quan cac 19, quan
huyén khong tau béo 1én dé ban thuong
“nhitng ngudi hiéu hitu va nhitng dan ba
trinh liét” s& bi phat. Didu 320 xir phat
nhting nguoi 1a 6ng ba, cha me ép ga con
gai, chau gai minh da goéa chong c6 y thu
tiét hodc dang thu tiét tho chong, néu da
bét 14y chdng roi thi phai ly di.

Cac do1 vua sau cua nha Lé, viéc
ghi chép vé ban khen cac Tiét phu khong
thuong xuyén. St cii chép hai lan triéu
dinh ban danh hiéu Tiét phu:

- M6t 1an vao thang Giéng nim Giap
Ty nién hi¢u Chinh Hoa (thang 2 - 1684)
biéu duong Tiét phu Lé Thi, la thiép cia
Thiéu Nghia cong, giit tiét, & goa, co
phong thai cta ngudi liét phu, triéu dinh
phong tang la Ty phu nhén, ban hiu la
Trinh Khiét (Pai Viét sir ky tuc bién, tr.
26).
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- Mot lan vao thang Mudi nim
binh D4u nién hi¢u Vinh Thinh (thadng 11
- 1717), biéu dwong Phan Thi, nguoi xa
Do L& (huyén Hung Nguyén, trin Nghé
An) la vo 1€ cua Tién si Pinh Nho Hoan;
Hoan duogc cur di st sang nha Thanh, chét
trén duong di, dugc dua vé nudc chon
cat, Phan Thi qua thuong nhé chong ma
tw van. Viéc duge dua lén triéu dinh, sai
quan cap cho rudng tho, ting phong 1a A
than nhan (sach Kham dinh Viét sw thong
giam cuong muc chép 1a Than phu nhén),
1ap dén thd & x4 An Ap, huyén Huong Son
va ban cho bang vang khic hai chir “tiét
phu” dé biéu duong (1) (Pai Viét sir ky
tuc bién, tr. 69; Kham dinh Viét su thong
giam cuwong muc, tr. 410). Tuy nhién, ca
hai truong hop duoc biéu duong nay déu
la vo cua cac quan chuc, khong phai la
nhting phu nit binh dan nong thon.

Thoi Nguyén, vao thang Bay nim
Giap Ty (thang 8 - 1804), néu khen Cung
nhan nha Lé 1a Nguyén Thi Kim, nguoi
huyén Luong Tai, trdn Kinh Béc, 1a vo Lé
Chiéu Thong (2). Trén thuc té, viéc ban
khen niy mang tinh chinh tri nhiéu hon 1a
theo dién 1&, muc dich nhim léy lai long
tin vao Gia Long va vuong triéu Nguyén
méi duoc thiét 1ap cua céac cuyu than nha
Lé von con nang 1ong véi vuong triéu cii
(Pai Nam thuc luc, tap Mat, tr. 615).

Thang Bay ndm Téan Ty (thang 8 -
1821), Vua Minh Mang 1€nh cho céc dia
phuong 13p danh sach vg ctua cac cong
than vo tu (chong di chét, khong con,
nhung van “con thu tiét”) dé cép thém
tién nudi ho. Theo do, vo céc cong than
Vong Cac (3) cung vo cac cong than nhat
pham, nhi phdm, tam pham, t&r phim cip
duoc cép tién, gao theo thu bac (Pai Nam
thuc luc, tap Hai, tr. 147). Viéc nay mang



38

¥ nghia chinh tri, tra on cc cong than cua
Gia Long nhiéu hon 1a biéu dwong nhimg
tiét phu.

Mua Thu nam DPinh Hoi (nam 1827),
Minh Mang “cho céc dia phuong 1ap danh
sach céc hiéu tt, thuén ton, nghia phu (4),
tiét phu dang 1én”. Theo do, nhirng ngudi
nay dugc chia lam 3 hang Uu, Binh, Th,
v6i cac mirc thuong (bang tién, vang bac,
vai voc) khac nhau. Pung du cac hang
nay, va ciing 12 nguoi duy nhat thudc hang
Ut la Tiét phu Nguyén Thi Ngir, & huyén
B Chinh, tran Quang Binh, vo Thiéu su
bang Puc Siéu vi “trong loan Tay Son,
buc Siéu bo nha vao Gia Pinh, Nglt médi
21 tudi, git minh trong sach 15 nam,
chéng vé van dugc toan tiét, Puc Siéu
chét, Ngit v6 nudi cac con dén luc thanh
dat”; nén dén day, dugc thuéng 50 lang
bac, 4 tAm doan, cép bién c6 4 chit “Déng
quan phuong tiéu” (Néu tiéng thom cho
giéi phu nir). Nhiing tiét phu khac duoc
ban bién “Trinh tiét kha phong” (Pai Nam
thuc luc, tap Hai, tr. 674).

Thang Chap nim Canh Dan doi
Vua Minh Mang (thang 01 - 1831), mot
s6 lwong dong hiéu tir, Tiét phu ¢ cac dia
phuong dugc néu thudng, trong dé phan
16n cac Tiét phu 1a nhitng phy nir binh dan
va 1an dau tién, hanh trang cia ho dugc néu
tuong d6i 18 rang. C6 2 Tiét phu dugc xép
hang “Uu”, 7 nguoi thugc hang “Binh” va
11 nguoi dugce hang “Tha” (Pai Nam thuc
luc, tap Ba, 122 - 125).

Tuy nhién, khong phai ngudi phu nit
nao gda chong ma thu tiét ciing duoc biéu
duong, khen thudéng, vi thang Sau nam
dau nién hiéu Ty Pac (Mau Than, thing
7 - 1848), bit dau quy dinh tudi tac ddi voi
nhitng dan ba thu tiét, tiét phu. Theo do,

ngudi nao tir 25 tudi tré xudng, goa chong
som ma gitr tiét thi méi duoc ghi vao danh
sach tau 1én; tir 26 tudi tro 1én thi khong
chuan cho 1am danh sach tau 1én nita (Pai
Nam thuc luc, tap Bay, tr. 78).

Thang Tu (Nhuan) nam Ky Stu
(thang 5, 6 - 1849), Tu Buc “Dinh 10 lai
1¢ néu thuong cho nguoi dan ba co tiét
nghia”. Theo 1& nay, nhitng d6i tuong
duogc néu khen 14 Tiét nghia gom:

- Nguoi tir 20 tudi tré xudng & goa,
bat ké c6 hay khong ¢ con, hoic tir 21 dén
25 tubi ma & goa, khong con, cé thé thu
tiét dén ngoai 50 tudi, hodc nhimg ngudi
(tir 25 tudi tré xudng) co su trang xuét sic,
nhu nhay xudng song, that cd, khoét mat,
got dau, dé khong bi ké cuong hao dam 6
v. v... thi duwoc hang Uu, thuong 40 lang
bac, 1 bién ngach, Nha nudc dung nha cho
dé treo bién ngach.

- Nguoi tir 21 dén 25 tudi & goa, cb
con, ¢ cac sy trang nhu nhitng ngudi &
trén, khong lay chong khac thi duoc hang
Binh, thudng 30 lang bac, 1 tAm sa mau,
ban 1 bién ngach.

- Ngudi tir 20 tudi tré xubng & goa,
hodc & goa tir 21 dén 25 tudi, co con hay
khong c6 con va khong c6 cac sy trang
nhu trén thudc hang Thi, dugc thudng 20
lang bac.

- Nguoi tir 26 dén 30 tudi ¢ goa
khong dugc dy hang néu thudng, riéng
nhimg ngudi co tiét hay nét tot, rat xuit
sdc thi quan dia phuong tau 1én dé lua
thuong (Pai Nam thuc luc, tap Bay, tr.
129 - 130).

Hang nam, ly truong cac xa phai bao
lén chinh quyén bén trén vé& cac trudng
hop trén day, dé chinh quyén lam ban tau



1én triéu dinh va triéu dinh cin cir vao ban
tau, cap bién “Tiét phu kha phong” hay
“Tiét hanh kha phong” cung tién bac theo
cac muec.

Thang Muoi ndm Binh Ty, doi Ty
buc (thang 11 - 1876), dinh 1€ thudng
tho quan, tho dan cing con hiéu, chau
thao, chéng c6 nghia, vo gilr tiét hanh.
M&i ngudi con hiéu, chau thao, chong c6
nghia, vo gitt tiét dugc thuong 30 lang
bac, 2 tAm sa nam (mdt loai vai to tim dét
thua, dé thtr dan may lam 1& phuc, hoic
quan chirc may mic 1am 18 thuong triéu)
va 1 tAm bién. TAm bién co trang tri cac
hdi van, ¢6 hinh ré)ng, phuong, son son,
thép vang; bén trong c6 chir “Sic t” bén
phai, va hang chit to ¢ giita; néu ban cho
ngudi vo gitr dugce tiét nghia, thi c6 4 chix
“Tiét hanh kha phong”, ngudi trinh nif thi
c¢6 bén chit “Trinh tiét kha phong”. Dudi
4 chit to nay la ho tén, noi & ciia nguodi
d6 (tinh, phi, huyén, tong, xa/ thon) cta
nguoi dugce ban thudng va nién hi€u, ngay
thang dugc ban tang (Pgi Nam thuc luc,
tap Tam, tr. 205).

Dén thang 9 nim Quy Mui (thang
10 - 1833), sau khi vua Hi¢p Hoa lén ngoi,
da dinh 1€ lai viéc néu thudng “tiét phu”,
c6 thay dbi it nhidu so voi thdi Tu Duc.
Ngoai bién ngach van dugc trao déu cho
cac hang, thi cac tiét phu (cung nhimg
nguoi la hiéu tt, thuan ton, nghia phu),
duogc chia ra lam cac hang: Uu, Binh, Thu,
song s6 bac dugc thudéng c6 giam bét.
Dinh 1¢ nay van duoc duy tri dén thoi Bao
Dai (1926 - 1945).

Khong chi nha nuéc, lang xa cling
dé cao cac tiét phu. Dién hinh 13 ling
Xuéan Trach (xa Xuan Canh, huyén Dong
Anh, thanh phé Ha Noi), trong hoi Pén
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Mau vao ngay 13 thang Ba truéc diy c6
Lé chira chir ba. Nhitng phu nit goéa bua
trong lang nhung khong di budc nira méi
duoc dy 1€ nay. Mdi nim c6 hai ngudi
thudc d6i trong nay & mot giap (cuia chong
hodc con trai) sira 1&. Lé vat 1a mot con
ga trong hoa, mao to, dimg, nudi tir dau
thang Giéng bang hat virng, dén 13 thang
Ba dugc khoang 2 kg. Khi ludc phai dun
13n tan nudc, dén khi soi thi tit lta, ngam
mét lac roi lai dun lan tan tiép cho chin,
thit ga khong bi co va troc da. Khi vot ra,
ding nudc sb6i dé ngudi pha mot chat phén
chua trang qua cho thit ga dugc chic va
vang déu. Sau do, méi tién 18 (cing xoi,
ruou, hoa qua, vang huong) 1én dén Mau.
C6 ngay 1& nay vi theo truyén thuyét,
Thanh Mau duge tho & dén goba bua tu
som, nhung khong di budc nita, dugc dan
lang ton vinh (Tu liéu dién da, 2011).

4.3. Vai nhan xét

‘Tiét hanh kha phong”, Liét nit” 1a
nhing danh hiéu dong thoi cling 14 gia tri,
pham gia ciia ngudi phu nir thoi phong
kién ma nha nudc phong kién chii hudéng
dbi voi gioi nir, dé ho “phan dau”, nham
g6p phan tao ra su 6n dinh cho gia dinh,
xa hoi dudi céi nhin ctia Nho gido. Chinh
vi vay, v6i “Tiét hanh kha phong”, c6 biét
bao nguoi phu nir da séng theo “ly tuong”
do6, khong phai chi nham c6 dugc danh hiéu
néu khen (cung mét chut tién, vat chat cua
nha nudc), vi rat nhiéu nguoi dwgce néu
khen khi di qua gia, nhidu ngudi di qua
do1, ma cai chinh 1a lam theo mot 1€ thuéan
ty nhién”, dé lam guong cho con chau.
Con voi danh hi¢u “Liét nit”, voi ngudi
phu nir, diy khong phai 1 dich phan dau
cua ho, ma chi phan 4nh ban nang “phong
vé gidi tinh” ctia ho ma thoi. Chinh vi thé,
trai bao doi, tir vwong tridu ndy qua vuong
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triéu khac, c6 biét bao phu nit séng theo
“phuong cham” do6, du rat vat va, day kho
ai va thiét thoi. Sach Pai Nam nhdt théng
chi ctia Quéc str quan triéu Nguyén, phan
chép vé céc tinh déu c6 muc “Liét nit”,
ghi r6 hanh trang cia nhiing phu nit (¢ cac
lang cu thé, thudc céc huyén, phu) “thu
tiét” cing v6i nhitng phu nit khi chdng
chét (hoic nghe tin chdng chét vi nhimg
1y do khéc nhau), da gao khoc, roi tu van,
chét theo chong; nhitng cb gai tré bi nhimg
ké quyén thé, hodc nhiing ké dam 6 cudng
buc, da chéng lai dé tu bao vé minh, hodc
ty van, khong chiu 6 nhuc, hodc bi ké
cudng bao giét chét.

Tuy nhién, danh hiéu ‘Tiét hanh
kha phong” d6i véi cac “Liét nir” chi 1a
su an G mot phan rat nho dbi véi nhiing
phu nit chang may bi nhirng ké cudng dam
cuong burc, con trén thyc té, hau qua ddi
v6i ho vo cung lon, co nhiéu truong hop,
ho phai chiu ndi oan khuat nhiéu nam troi,
do sy tic trach, sy bao che cua quan lai
dia phuong d6i v6i ké vi pham. Pién hinh
la truong hop ctia Hoang Thi Trlic, nguoi
chau Thoat Lang (nay thudc tinh Lang
Son), 19 tudi, co sic dep, bi thd ty chau nay
1a Nguyén Dinh Thong dung vii luc dinh
cudng gian, da cu lai, bi tén Thong giét
chét (nim Mau Ty, 1828); song cac quan
tran Lang Son khi d6 da bo qua, khong xét
hoi. Nam nam sau (Quy Ty, 1833), vu viéc
maoi dugce phat hién ra, tén Théng bi tram
quyét (chém ngay), cac quan tran cé lién
quan déu bi giang phat, song Hoang Thi
Tric thi phai ngdm oai sudt 5 nim troi.
Vua Minh Mang cho rang, “Truc 13 nguoi
c6 chi, gilt dugc trong sach, dang khen, ra
1énh cho bd L& chiéu theo 18, ban cho tim
bién dé biéu duong (Pai Nam thuc luc, tap
Ba, tr. 743) va ba la mot trong hai “Liét

nl” cua tinh Lang Son dugc ghi trong
sach Pai Nam nhdt thong chi (trang 462).

Con ddi voi nhing phuy nir “thu tiét”,
viéc chiang may mat chong 14 mot ton that
to 16n khong gi c6 thé bu dap, vi theo
quan ni€ém cua nguodi Viét xua, “vo chéng
1a duyén s6, duyén dinh”, nay duyén dinh
khong con, dé 1ai cho ho mot su hang hut
rat 1on vé tinh than, tAm ly, suc khoe. T
day, ho méat mot chd dua 16n nhét, khong
ai ¢ thé thay thé duoc trong diéu kién
cua cudc séng dua trén nén kinh té nong
nghiép rudng nudc, mot xa hoi lang xa dua
vao ba yéu t6 co ban nha - ho - lang, trong
d6, yéu t6 “nha” doi hoi su hop luc hai
hoa, uyén chuyén gitta vo va chong; hau
nhu phai mot minh gy dung cudc song,
nudi con (néu o), déi mit v6i nhitng khod
khan, phire tap nay sinh tir cudc song do.
La con ngudi, mdi ngudi phu nit gda bya
con rat trr d6 ¢6 nhu cdu va cd quyén tao
1ap cudc séng vo chong, c6 nguoi chong
lam chd dwa viing chic trong cac khia
canh cua cudc séng. Tuy nhién, quan ni¢m
“trinh tiét, tam tong” da chi phdi, ngin can
ho di tim mét duyén dinh méi va diéu do
dem dén cho ho biét bao hé luy. Ho khong
chi, gan nhu “don thuong doc ma” lo toan
cuodc séng, nuoi day con, cham soc cha
me chong, ma trong rat nhiéu trudng hop,
van phai chiu su giam sat ctia nha chéng,
dac bi¢t 1a nhitng suy nghi, hanh xt khong
mAy thién chi cta cac “ba” em chong, chi
chdng, nhiéu khi thém ca may “ba” chi
dau, em dau. Nhitng ba, chi khong may
mén c6 con, su hang hut, dau kho 1a rat
l6n. Nhitng ba, chi may mén ¢6 con thi
dtra con 12 niém an ui 16n nhat, bu dip cho
su thiéu Véng, thiéu thdn, hang hut; néu
6 con trai thi ¢6 chd dua vé sau, néu chi
¢ con gai thi phai lo tich cop dé co chut



rudng va tién, khi con gai di 1y chong,
ban than ho di dan budc vé gia, khong
con suc lao dong, phai tim va trao cho mot
ngudi chdu nuoi va thd ciing minh sau khi
chét (song khong dé dang tim dugc), néu
khong thi phai hién cho x6m, ho, giap
dudi dang dat hau (5).
V. Két luén

Trong xd hoi phong kién, du c6 vai
trd rat to 1n trong viéc tao dung doi séng
kinh té, nuoi day con cai, tao su 6n dinh
cho gia dinh, nhung nguoi phu nit c6 mét
dia vi thap kém, phai 1& thudc vao chdng
vanha chong. Vi nhitng ngudi chiang may
chéng chét, ho phai tuan thu dao drc Nho
gido “Tam tong”, khong cai gia du con rat
tré, ma ¢ vay nudi nuodi, tho chéng, phung
dudng cha me chéng, bi can trd trong viée
tiép tuc tao 1ap cude séng VO chéng moi.
Danh hiéu “Tiét hanh kha phong” chi
nham gitp cho nha nudc phong kién duy
tri mot khia canh ctia quan hé gia dinh va
su On dinh cua gia dinh, con thuc chét, lai
tudc di quyén tiép tuc duoc tai tao cudc
song sau khi nguoi chong chang may qua
doi, dé cho ho phai ddi mat voi cude séng
thiéu ving ngudi dan ong, trong nhiing gia
dinh, trong mot xa hoi ddy c6 cai nhin rat
ngat nghéo voi phu nir.

Ngay nay, anh huong cia Nho gido
trong doi sdng xa hoi rat mo nhat, quan
niém vé “Tiét phu” hau nhu khong con.
Chi ¢6 s6 it chi em phuy nit con tré chang
may gba bua van “& lai” vi long thuong
con la chinh, chtr khong hoan toan vi
“’thi tiét tho chong”.

Néu lai ngudn gdc, ban chit cua
danh hiéu “Liét n&”, “Tiét phu kha
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phong” nham gitp cho thé hé tré ngay
nay hiéu duoc dia vi thép kém, su thiét
thoi khong thé can dong, do dém dugc
cta nhitng ngudi phu nit ching may gip
bat hanh trong cudc sdng gia dinh (chong
chét khi con tré) thoi phong kién, nhung
tir 46 thiy duoc pham chit cao quy, duc
tinh hysinh cia nguoi phy nit Viét; cling
giup cho thé hé tré hiéu rd gia tri cia cugc
soogns hom nay.

Chau thich

(1) Bién ngach lam béng phién gb
hinh chit nhat, trén d6 c6 khéc nhting chit
(dugc son then) )dugc vua ban an, xung
quanh phién gd tram chd va son son thép
vang. Nha nao c6 ngudi duge biéu duong
thi ngoai céng dung mot choi cao, mat
ngodi quay ra dudng va treo bién, dé ai di
qua déu biét (theo sach Viét sir thong gidm
cuong muc, tap Mot, tr. 989).

(2) Khi Lé Chiéu Théng chay theo
tan quan dai bai nha Thanh sang Trung
Quéc (dau Xuan Ky Dau, 1789), Kim
khong kip chay theo, lién an ndp trong
thon 4p, khong ai biét; dén day chiu tang,
thuong khoc, 1oi uéng thude doc chét. Cac
quan Béc Thanh cdp cho 100 quan tién va
mot tim gdm dé chon. Vua Gia Long sai
cac quan Bic Thanh dyng bia d4 & lang,
lai cap cho 2 mo phu, 20 mau rudng, giao
cho ho Lé gitt viéc tho cing” (Pai Nam
thuc luc, tap Mot. tr. 615).

(3) Céng than Vong Cac: nhimng
nguoi pho, theo Nguyén Anh (vua Gia Long
sau ndy) sang tan Bang Cdc (Thai Lan), khi
bi quan Ty Son truy dudi. Sau Nguyén Anh
1én ngdi (nam Nham Tuat, 1802) di tra on
nhitng nguoi ndy, ton 13 “Cong than Vong
Cac”, trao tuoc phém, chtre vi rat hau.
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(4) Hieu tw: ngudi con c6 hiéu;
Thudn ton: ngudi chau hién thio; Nghia
phu: ngudi em, nguodi anh c6 nghia.

(5) Pat hau (hay gui hdu, hoac mua
hdu, bau hdu) 1a mdt tuc ctia nguoi Viét &
Bic Bo va Béc Trung Bo. Nhitng nguoi
khong c6 con hodc khong c6 con trai hién
cho mot té chirc ndo d6 mot sd rudng va
tién dé duoc cing gid sau khi chét. Véi
nhung phu nir gba bua, nghéo xua kia, chu
yéu dat hau cho xém, dong ho, gidp va
chua ( hdu Phdt, nhung dudi dang “gui

~
1A

gio”).
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