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�EVWUDFW�� The� education� system� has� witnessed� continuous� developments� in� recent�
decades,�driven�by�the�Internet�and�computers.�These�advancements�have�greatly�bene�ted�
learners,�particularly� in�the� realm�of�English� language�acquisition.�Google�Translate�has�
emerged�as�an�essential�tool�for�English�learners�in�today’s�education.�Google�Translate�(GT)�
is�revolutionizing�the�way�students�do�their�English�writing�practice.�More�precisely,�they�are�
exploiting� the� enhanced�precision�provided�by�GT� to�economize� on� time� and� e�ort�when�
�nishing�written�tasks.�Nevertheless,�students’�ever-increasing�reliance�on�these�technologies�
might�yield�unfavorable�consequences�on�their�writing�pro�ciency.�This�study�examined�the�
use�of�GT�by�students�at�Dong�Nai�Technology�University�(DNTU)�and�students�‘perspectives�
regarding�the�employment�of�GT�in�their�writing�tasks.�The�objective�was�to�determine�the�
in�uence�of�GT�on�students’�writing�abilities�and�understand�students’�perceptions�toward�the�
GT�employment.�This�study�utilized�a�mixed�methodology,�with�participants�are�sophomores�
and� juniors� from� the� Faculty� of� Foreign� Languages.� Data� was� collected� by� sending� out�
online�questionnaire�to�120�students�and�interviewing�40�students.�The��ndings�suggested�
that�students�extensively�used�GT,�despite�expressing�worries�about�the�accuracy�of�the�tool.�

.H��RUGV��Google�translate;�machine�translation;�students’�perceptions;�writing�skills.�

��)DFXOW��RI�)RUHLJQ�/DQJXDJHV���RQJ�1DL�7HFKQRORJ��8QLYHUVLW���%LHQ�+RD�&LW���9LHWQDP�

����QWURGXFWLRQ��

7KHUH� LV� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJ� FRQWURYHUV��

RQ� WKH� H[WHQW� WR� ZKLFK� *7� IDFLOLWDWH� RU�

LPSHGH�(QJOLVK�DFTXLVLWLRQ���Q�LQFUHDVLQJ�

QXPEHU� RI� VWXGHQWV� LV� EHLQJ� DWWUDFWHG� WR�

GT�as�a�tool�of�conserving�time�and�e�ort�

when��nishing�writing�tasks.�However,�it�

LV� QHFHVVDU�� WR� HOXFLGDWH� WKH� FRQQHFWLRQ�

EHWZHHQ�WKLV�XWLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�

DFTXLULQJ�WKH�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH��

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKH� QXPHURXV�

advantages� that�GT�o�ers� users,� such�as�

HQKDQFHG� HQJDJHPHQW� LQ� WKH� OHDUQLQJ�

process,� time� and� e�ort� savings,� and�

LPSURYHG�ZULWLQJ�TXDOLW���LW�LV�DQ�H[FHVVLYH�

GHSHQGHQFH� RQ� WKH� WRRO� WKDW� LV� RIWHQ�
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RYHUORRNHG� E�� PDQ�� LQGLYLGXDOV�� 7KLV�

PLJKW�UHVXOW�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�

of�language�pro�ciency�is�not�adequately�

SULRULWL]HG����0DQ��LQH[SHULHQFHG�OHDUQHUV�

IUHTXHQWO�� UHO��RQ�WKLV� WUDQVODWLRQ� WRRO� WR�

FRPSOHWH� WKHLU� WDVNV� ZLWKRXW� YHULI�LQJ�

WKH� DFFXUDF�� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ�� )RU� WKH�

DERYH� LGHDV�� WKH� VWXG�� �(QJOLVK�PDMRUHG�

VWXGHQWV�� SHUFHSWLRQV� RI� XVLQJ� *RRJOH�

7UDQVODWH�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV�DW��RQJ�

1DL�7HFKQRORJ��8QLYHUVLW���LV�QHFHVVDU���

,W�KHOSV�SRLQW�RXW�WKH�VWXGHQWV��WHQGHQFLHV�

in�learning�to�write�and��nd�out�whether�

WKH�PHWKRG�FDQ�WUXO��LPSURYH�WKH�VWXGHQWV��

ZULWLQJ� VNLOOV�� 7KHUH� DUH� WZR� TXHVWLRQV�

UDLVHG�� +RZ� GR� VWXGHQWV� XVH� *RRJOH�

7UDQVODWH�LQ�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�WDVNV��:KDW�DUH�

VWXGHQWV� �SHUFHSWLRQV� WRZDUG� WKH� XVH� RI�

*RRJOH�7UDQVODWH�

7KH� XVH� RI� *RRJOH� 7UDQVODWH� LQ�

ODQJXDJH�OHDUQLQJ�KDV�VSDUNHG�GHEDWH��7KH�

WUDQVODWLRQ�WRRO�V�RXWSXW�KDV�EHHQ�H[WHQVLYHO��

H[DPLQHG� E�� QXPHURXV� VFKRODUV�� IRU�

LQVWDQFH��*KDVHPL� DQG�+DVKHPLDQ� �������

FRQGXFWHG�DQ�HUURU�DQDO�VLV�RI�WUDQVODWLRQV�

IURP� (QJOLVK� WR� 3HUVLDQ� DQG� 3HUVLDQ� WR�

(QJOLVK�� 1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKHUH� LV� D� SDXFLW��

RI� WDONV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� WKLV� RQ�

VWXGHQWV��ZULWLQJ�DELOLWLHV���,Q�WKLV�VWXG���WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU� DLPV� WR� IXUWKHU� GLVFXVV� VWXGHQWV��

XVH� RI� *RRJOH� 7UDQVODWH� LQ� WKHLU� ZULWLQJ�

assignments,�speci�cally�in�Reading-Writing�

��DQG�5HDGLQJ�:ULWLQJ���FODVVHV�DW��178�

6WXGHQWV� DUH� DVNHG� WR� HQJDJH� LQ� D�

UDQJH�RI�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�ZULWLQJ��LQFOXGLQJ�

LQGLYLGXDO� DVVLJQPHQWV�� FROODERUDWLYH�

WDVNV�� DW� KRPH� RU� LQ� WKH� FODVVURRP�� � � ,Q�

RUGHU� WR�PHHW�WKH� VXEMHFW�V�UHTXLUHPHQWV��

VWXGHQWV� PXVW� SRVVHVV� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� RI�

HVVD��RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ�LQWURGXFWLRQ��

ERGLHV�� DQG� FRQFOXVLRQ�� DQG� JHQUHV� RI�

HVVD�V�VXFK�DV�RSLQLRQ�HVVD���FRPSDULVRQ�

HVVD��� 6WXGHQWV�� ZULWLQJ� DVVLJQPHQWV�

ZLOO� EH� JUDGHG� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� FULWHULD�
LQFOXGLQJ� WDVN� DFKLHYHPHQW�� FRKHUHQFH�

DQG� FRKHVLRQ�� OH[LFDO� UHVRXUFH� DQG�

JUDPPDWLFDO�DFFXUDF��

����/LWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ

�����6W�GH�WV���ULWL���VNLOOV

�FFRUGLQJ� WR�%HONKLU� DQG�%HQ�HOOHV�

�������� ZULWLQJ� LV� UHJDUGHG� DV� D� FKDOOHQJH�

IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�PDVWHU�DPRQJ�WKH�IRXU�PDLQ�

VNLOOV�LQ�(QJOLVK��7KH�RULJLQ�RI�WKLV�SUREOHP�
stems�from�the�fact�that�writing�pro�ciency�

HQFRPSDVVHV�YDULRXV�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�

PXVW�DFTXLUH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�

DELOLWLHV�� VXFK� DV� JUDPPDWLFDO� DFFXUDF���

OH[LFDO�UHVRXUFH��DQG�GLFWLRQ����&RQVHTXHQWO���
(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV��DV�QRWHG�E���KPHG���������

encounter�di�culties�in�writing,�particularly�

LQ�HVVD��ZULWLQJ��7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*7�VHHPV�

WR�KDYH�D�FUXFLDO�LPSDFW�LQ�DVVLVWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�

GXULQJ�WKH�HVVD��ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV�

����� 7UD�VODWLR�� L�� OD���D�H�

OHDU�L��

7KH�UROH�RI�WUDQVODWLRQ�LWVHOI�LQ�ODQJXDJH�
OHDUQLQJ� KDV� EHHQ� D� VXEMHFW� RI� RQJRLQJ�
GLVFXVVLRQ��2Q� WKH�RQH�KDQG�� WKH�JUDPPDU�
WUDQVODWLRQ�PHWKRG��ZKLFK� LQYROYHV� OHDUQHUV�
PHPRUL]LQJ�YRFDEXODU��DQG� JUDPPDU� UXOHV�
WR� WUDQVODWH� SKUDVHV� RU� VHQWHQFHV� ZLWKRXW�
FRQWH[W�� LV� ZLGHO�� FULWLFL]HG� DQG� W�SLFDOO��
UHMHFWHG�GXH�WR�LWV�SHGDJRJLFDO�OLPLWDWLRQV��2Q�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�� WKH�XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI� WUDQVODWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�ODQJXDJH�FODVVURRP�KDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
D�FDSDFLW��WR�DOOHYLDWH�DQ[LHW��DQG�FRJQLWLYH�
EXUGHQ� DPRQJ� ODQJXDJH� OHDUQHUV� �.HOO����
%UXHQ��������7KHUHIRUH��WUDQVODWLRQ�FRQWLQXHV�
WR�PDLQWDLQ�LWV�SRSXODULW��GXH�WR�LWV�DELOLW��WR�
GLVVHPLQDWH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZRUOGZLGH�ZLWKRXW�
limitations� by� e�ectively� converting� one�
ODQJXDJH�LQWR�DQRWKHU�

0DFKLQH� WUDQVODWLRQ� LV� JHQHUDWHG�
E�� DXWRPDWHG� SURFHVVHV� WKDW� FRQYHUW� WH[W�
from�one�language�to�one�or�more�di�erent�
ODQJXDJHV�� ZLWKRXW� DQ�� LQYROYHPHQW� RI�
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KXPDQV�LQ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�SURFHVV��,Q�D�VWXG��
conducted�in�2013,�Cli�ord�et�al.�examined�
WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�PDFKLQH�WUDQVODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
SURFHVV� RI� DFTXLULQJ� ODQJXDJH� VNLOOV�� 7KH�
UHVHDUFKHUV� QRWHG� WKDW�SDUWLFLSDQWV� GHULYHG�
DGYDQWDJHV�IURP�PDFKLQH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZKLFK�
KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�
performance,�and�pro�ciency� in�the� target�
ODQJXDJH�

����� ,�WURG�FWLR�� WR� *RR�OH�
7UD�VODWH

7KH� PDFKLQH� WUDQVODWLRQ� V�VWHP�
FUHDWHG�E��*RRJOH�LV�UHIHUUHG�DV��*RRJOH�
7UDQVODWH��� ,W� KDV� WKH� DELOLW�� WR� WUDQVODWH�
QRW�RQO��LQGLYLGXDO�ZRUGV�RU�SKUDVHV��EXW�
DOVR�HQWLUH�VHQWHQFHV��VHFWLRQV�RI�WH[W��DQG�
HYHQ�HQWLUH�ZHE�SDJHV���*7�LV�FXUUHQWO��RI�
WKH�WLWOH�RI�EHLQJ�WKH�PRVW�JOREDOO��XWLOL]HG�
DXWRPDWHG� WUDQVODWLRQ� WRRO�� 0HGYHGHY�
������� H[SUHVVHG� KLV� SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ�
the� bene�ts� of� GT.� It� o�ers� unrestricted�
DFFHVV�ZLWKRXW�FKDUJH��8VHUV�VLPSO��QHHG�
WR� DFFHVV� WKH� ZHEVLWH� LQ� D� EURZVHU� WR�
XWLOL]H� LWV� IXQFWLRQDOLW����GGLWLRQDOO��� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�UHVXOW�FDQ�EH�REWDLQHG�LQVWDQWO��
ZLWK� D� VLPSOH� FOLFN�� /DQJXDJH� OHDUQHUV��
particularly� those� lacking� pro�ciency� in�
(QJOLVK��PLJKW�XWLOL]H�*7�DV�DQ�DX[LOLDU��
WRRO� WR� DLG� LQ� FRPSUHKHQGLQJ�(QJOLVK� LQ�
WKHLU�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJH��RU�YLFH�YHUVD��

7KH�PDWWHU�RI�*7�V�TXDOLW��UHPDLQV�
D� VXEMHFW� RI� LQWHQVH� GHEDWH�� SURPSWLQJ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� WHFKQRORJ�� EXVLQHVVHV�
ZRUOGZLGH� WR� FRQVWDQWO�� VHHN� PHWKRGV�
to� enhance� the� e�cacy� of� the� tool.�
Cli�ord�et�al�(2013)�also�discovered�that�
ODQJXDJH� OHDUQHUV� ZHUH� FRJQL]DQW� RI� WKH�
GLVFUHSDQFLHV�DQG�PLVWDNHV�LQ�WKH�PDFKLQH�
WUDQVODWLRQV�WKH��XWLOL]HG�

����� 8VH� RI� *RR�OH� 7UD�VODWH� L��
:ULWL����VVL��PH�WV

�XULQJ� WKH�ZULWLQJ� SURFHVV�� VWXGHQWV�
PD�� RFFDVLRQDOO�� UHTXLUH� DVVLVWDQFH� LQ�
WUDQVODWLQJ� ZRUGV� IURP� RQH� ODQJXDJH� WR�

another.�GT�o�ers�several�functionalities�to�
VWXGHQWV�LQ�ZULWLQJ�WDVNV���FFRUGLQJ�WR�/HH�
��������*7�ZDV�IRXQG�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�(QJOLVK�
ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�RI�VWXGHQWV�E��LPSURYLQJ�WKHLU�
YRFDEXODU���JUDPPDU��DQG�SKUDVHV��

Although�GT�has�gained�signi�cant�
SRSXODULW�� DPRQJ� ODQJXDJH� OHDUQHUV� LQ�
DFDGHPLF�VHWWLQJV� LQ� UHFHQW��HDUV�� D� VWXG��
FRQGXFWHG�E��6KHSSDUG��������LQYHVWLJDWHG�
WKH� UHDVRQV�EHKLQG� WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG� XVH� RI�
*7�� ,W� FODLPHG� WKDW� HPSOR�LQJ� *7� KDG�
LQKHUHQW� ULVNV�� GHVSLWH� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� LWV�
RXWSXWV�KDYH�XQGHUJRQH�HQKDQFHPHQWV��7KH�
learners’�increased�pro�ciency�in�the�target�
ODQJXDJH�WKURXJK�*7�XVH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKHLU�
DELOLW�� WR� SURGXFH� PRUH� ZULWWHQ� FRQWHQW��
+RZHYHU��WKLV�DOVR�OHG�WR�D�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKHLU�
motivation�and�e�ort�to�truly�learn.�

7KH� TXDOLW�� RI� *7� KDV� FRQVLVWHQWO��
EHHQ� D� PDWWHU� RI� FRQFHUQ� WKDW� JDUQHUV�
signi�cant� attention� from� linguists.� The�
pro�ciency� of� translation� technologies� are�
SHUSHWXDOO��XQGHU�VFUXWLQ��DQG�HQKDQFHPHQW��
EXW�QXPHURXV�XQUHVROYHG�LVVXHV�SHUVLVW��)RU�
LQVWDQFH��*KDVHPL�DQG�+DVKHUPLDQ� �������
FRQGXFWHG�DQ�HUURU�DQDO�VLV�RI� WUDQVODWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�3HUVLDQ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��
WKHUH� LV� VWLOO� D� ODFN� RI� GLVFRXUVH� UHJDUGLQJ�
RQOLQH�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�ZULWLQJ��

7KLV�VWXG��DLPV�WR�IXUWKHU�H[SORUH�WKH�
VWXGHQWV��XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�*7�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�
RI�HVVD��FRPSRVLWLRQ��7KH�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�
determine� the� speci�c� writing� purposes�
WKDW�VWXGHQWV�VHHN�JXLGDQFH�IRU�XVLQJ�*7��
DQG�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�*7�RQ�ZULWLQJ�
�uency,�as�well�as�on�the�complexity�and�
DFFXUDF��RI�JUDPPDU�DQG�YRFDEXODU��

������HVHDUFK�PHWKRGV�

������HVL��

7KH�FXUUHQW�VWXG��HPSOR�HG�D�PL[HG�

PHWKRG� UHVHDUFK� DSSURDFK�� 7R� JDWKHU�

TXDQWLWDWLYH� GDWD�� ���� SDUWLFLSDQWV� ZHUH�

instructed� to� �ll�out� online� surveys� using�
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*RRJOH� )RUPV�� 7KH� RQOLQH� TXHVWLRQQDLUH�

FRQVLVWHG�RI����LWHPV�FDWHJRULVHG�LQWR�WZR�
DUHDV��7KH� LQLWLDO� VHJPHQW�ZDV�GHYLVHG� WR�

JDWKHU� GHPRJUDSKLF�GDWD��7KH� VXEVHTXHQW�

SRUWLRQ� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYHV� RI�

students�regarding�the�e�cacy�of�GT�use.�

�IWHUZDUG��DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZDV�HPSOR�HG� WR�

JDLQ�D�GHHSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI����VWXGHQWV��

XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�*7��7KH�SUHVHQW�VWXG��XWLOL]HG�

DQ�LQ�GHSWK�LQWHUYLHZ�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�GHHPHG�

DSSURSULDWH� IRU� WKH� FXUUHQW� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

GXH�WR�LWV�FDSDFLW��WR�IDFLOLWDWH�D�WKRURXJK�
H[SORUDWLRQ� RI� UHDO�OLIH� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�

speci�c�perspectives�on�the�subject�at�hand�

�&RKHQ��0DQLRQ���0RUULVRQ��������

�����3DUWLFLSD�WV�

7KLV� VWXG�� FRQGXFWHG� D� FDVH�

DQDO�VLV� RI� ���� VHFRQG��HDU� DQG� WKLUG�
�HDU� PDMRUHG� VWXGHQWV� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�

WKH� LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ� RI�*7� LQ� WKHLU� HVVD��

ZULWLQJ��7KH�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZHUH�GHOLEHUDWHO��

VHOHFWHG�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�SRVVLEOH�XWLOL]DWLRQ�

of�GT�in�their�writing�task,�speci�cally�in�

5HDGLQJ�:ULWLQJ���DQG�5HDGLQJ�:ULWLQJ���

classes�at�DNTU�during�the��rst�semester�

RI� WKH� DFDGHPLF� �HDU� ����������� 7KH�

SDUWLFLSDQWV� ZHUH� LQVWUXFWHG� WR� FRPSRVH�

DQ�RSLQLRQ�HVVD���DQG�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV�
ZDV�GRQH�DV�KRPHZRUN�

������DWD�D�DO�VLV

,Q� RUGHU� WR� DVVHVV� WKH� GDWD�� WKH�

LQLWLDO� VWHS� LQYROYHG� VHQGLQJ� RXW� RQOLQH�

TXHVWLRQQDLUHV� DQG� KROGLQJ� LQWHUYLHZ�

VHVVLRQV� ZKRVH� GDWD� ZDV� V�VWHPDWLFDOO��
arranged�into�charts�and��gures�based�on�

WKH�UHODWHG�TXHVWLRQV�

�����HVXOWV�DQG��LVFXVVLRQ�

����� *7�� FR�WULE�WLR�� WR� WKH�

FRPSOHWLR��RI�WKH��ULWL���WDVN

7KURXJKRXW�WKH�ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV��DOO�
VWXGHQWV�LQGHSHQGHQWO��SHUIRUPHG�WKH�WDVN�
ZLWKRXW�DQ��WHDFKHU�V�VXSHUYLVLRQ��%DVHG�

RQ� WKH� GDWD�� WKH� UHVHDUFKHU� GLVFRYHUHG�
WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW��RI�WKHP��������VWXGHQWV��
lacked� the�ability� to�con�dently�generate�
VWDWHPHQWV� ZLWKRXW� FRQVXOWLQJ� *7�� ,Q�
RUGHU� WR� PHHW� WKH� GHDGOLQH�� ��� �� RI�
VWXGHQWV�� SDUWLFXODUO�� WKRVH� ZLWK� ORZHU�
pro�ciency,� depended� heavily� on� GT.�
7KLV� FDQ� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� VWXGHQWV��
linguistic�pro�ciency� is� restricted�or� that�
WKH�� ODFN� GHGLFDWLRQ� WR� OHDUQLQJ���OPRVW�
DOO� WKH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� WKH� VWXG�� RSWHG� WR�
XWLOL]H�*7�GXULQJ� WKH�ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV�� DV�
GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�)LJXUH���EHORZ�

Figure�1:�GT’�contribution�to�the�

F�P���WL�Q��I�WK���ULWLQJ�W���

����5HDVR�V�IRU��VL���*7

Figure�2:�Students’�reasons�for�using�GT

,W� LV� QRW� FKDOOHQJLQJ� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�

ZK�� VWXGHQWV� DUH� IDPLOLDU� ZLWK� WKH�

ZLGHVSUHDG�XVH�RI�*7�LQ�ZULWLQJ�SUDFWLFH��
7KH� SULPDU�� IDFWRU�� DV� LQGLFDWHG� E��

WKH� LQWHUYLHZ�V� GDWD�� LV� WKH� WLPH� DQG�

e�ort� e�ciency� of�GT�which� brings� out�

signi�cant�time�and�energy�savings.

(YLGHQFH� GHPRQVWUDWHV� WKDW� LQ� WKH�
SUHVHQW� GD��� VWXGHQWV� DUH� H[KLELWLQJ� D�
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GHFUHDVHG�OHYHO�RI�FRPPLWPHQW�WRZDUGV�WKHLU�
writing� endeavors,� or� to� be�more� speci�c,�
WKH�� DUH� GLVSOD�LQJ� D� ODFN� RI� GLOLJHQFH� LQ�
WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�H[HUFLVHV��:KHQ�IDFHG�ZLWK�DQ�
XQIDPLOLDU�SKUDVH�RU�LGLRP�ZKLOH�GLVFXVVLQJ�D�
VXEMHFW�����LQGLYLGXDOV�H[SHULHQFH�IUXVWUDWLRQ�
DQG� IHHO� FRPSHOOHG� WR� SURPSWO�� DVFHUWDLQ�
LWV� PHDQLQJ� E�� FRQVXOWLQJ� D� GLFWLRQDU��
RQ� WKHLU� SKRQH� RU� RQOLQH�� 7KLV� LQFOLQDWLRQ�
SUHYHQWV� WKHP� IURP� WKRURXJKO�� UHDGLQJ�
DQG� DWWHPSWLQJ� WR� GHGXFH� WKH�PHDQLQJ� RQ�
WKHLU� RZQ�� 5HJDUGLQJ� WKH� WRSLF�� WKHUH� LV� D�
FROOHFWLRQ� RI� XQIDPLOLDU� WHUPV� XVHG�ZLWKLQ�
D� FHUWDLQ� FRQWH[W���OWHUQDWLYHO��� LQVWHDG� RI�
HQJDJLQJ� LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI� EUDLQVWRUPLQJ�
IRU�LGHDV��VWXGHQWV�FDQ�VLPSO��FRPSRVH�WKHLU�
WH[W�LQ�9LHWQDPHVH�DQG�VXEPLW�LW�WR�SURPSWO��
REWDLQ� D� SLHFH� RI� ZULWLQJ� LQ� (QJOLVK��7KLV�
OHDUQLQJ�PHWKRG�KLQGHUV�VWXGHQWV��DELOLW��WR�
develop�and�amass�linguistic�pro�ciency,�as�
well�as�impairs�their�capacity�to�e�ectively�
DQG�DFFXUDWHO��LQWHUSUHW�ODQJXDJH�GXH�WR�WKHLU�
ODFN�RI�HUURU�GHWHFWLRQ� VNLOOV�LQ�WUDQVODWLRQ��
7KLV�H[SHGLWHG�DSSURDFK�WR�ZRUN�DOVR�SRVHV�
D� ULVN� VLQFH� LW� LQDGYHUWHQWO�� IRVWHUV� SXSLOV��
DELOLW�� WR� DGDSW� DQG� KDQGOH� FKDOOHQJHV��
*LYHQ� WKH� DYDLODELOLW�� RI� WKHVH� WRROV�� ���
VWXGHQWV� QR� ORQJHU� QHHG� WR� ZRUU�� DERXW�
FRPSOHWLQJ� WKHLU� WDVNV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� DOORWWHG�
WLPH��2XW�RI� WKH� WRWDO�QXPEHU� RI� VWXGHQWV��
speci�cally� 8� out� of� 35,� indicated� their�
SUHIHUHQFH� IRU� XVLQJ� DXWRPDWLF� WUDQVODWLRQ�
due�to�its�e�ciency.�Assessing�the�e�cacy�
RI�DXWRPDWHG�WUDQVODWLRQ�WRROV�RU�V�VWHPV�LV�
D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�PDWWHU��DV�OHDUQHUV��SDUWLFXODUO��
WKRVH�ZLWK�OLWWOH�ODQJXDJH�VNLOOV��DUH�XQOLNHO��
WR�SRVVHVV�WKH�DELOLW��WR�HYDOXDWH�WKLV�PDWWHU��
)XUWKHUPRUH��RXW�RI� D� WRWDO�RI����VWXGHQWV��
7�indicated�a�lack�of�pro�ciency�in�writing�
DQG�VR�RSWHG�IRU�DXWRPDWLF�WUDQVODWLRQ�DV�D�
PHDQV�RI�HQKDQFLQJ�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�VNLOOV�

������R��VW�GH�WV��VH�*7� L��WKHLU�

�ULWL���WDVN

6WXGHQWV� ZHUH� IRXQG� WR� XVH� *7�

IRU�ORRNLQJ�XS�YRFDEXODU�� LQ�GLFWLRQDU���

7KHVH� YRFDEXODU�� LWHPV� DUH� FDWHJRUL]HG�

LQWR�IRXU�GLVWLQFW�OHYHOV��ZRUG�OHYHO��SKUDVH�

OHYHO��VHQWHQFH�OHYHO��DQG�SDUDJUDSK�OHYHO��

7KH�REMHFWLYH�LV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�OHYHO�

LV� PRVW� IUHTXHQWO�� XWLOL]HG� E�� VWXGHQWV��

7KH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UHVXOWV�DUH�GLVSOD�HG�

LQ�)LJXUH���

Figure�3:�How�students�use�GT�in�writing

7KH�WRWDO�RI�WKH�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�WKURXJK�

WKH� LQWHUYLHZ� IURP� WKH� UHVSRQGHQWV�� LV� ����

)LJXUH��� VKRZV� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH���� VWXGHQWV��

DWWHPSWV� IRU� VHQWHQFH� OHYHO�� IROORZHG� E��

SDUDJUDSK� OHYHO�� ZKLFK� KDV� �� DWWHPSWV��

3KUDVHV�OHYHO�KDV���DWWHPSWV��ZKLOH�ZRUG�OHYHO�

has�only�5�attempts.�These��ndings�validate�

the� research� conducted� by� Cli�ord� et� al.�

��������ZKLFK�XWLOL]HG�D�VXUYH��WR�GHWHUPLQH�

WKDW� VWXGHQWV� SULPDULO�� XWLOL]HG� 0DFKLQH�

7UDQVODWLRQ��07��IRU�YRFDEXODU��LWHPV��VXFK�

DV� LQGLYLGXDO� ZRUGV�� VKRUW� SKUDVHV�� ZKROH�

VHQWHQFHV��DQG�VKRUW�SDUDJUDSKV�

����� 6W�GH�WV�� SHUFHSWLR�V� RI� WKH�

e�ectiveness�of�GT

%DVHG� RQ� WKH� TXHVWLRQQDLUH�V� GDWD�

JDWKHUHG� IURP�����SDUWLFLSDQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�

their�perceptions�of�the�e�cacy�of�GT,�90�

SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV������VWXGHQWV��

deemed� GT� to� be� e�ective� or� highly�

e�ective� when� utilized� as� a� reference�

for� the� de�nition� of� an� unfamiliar�word.�

Regarding� perceived� e�ectiveness,� GT�

ZDV� UDWHG� DW� ���� IRU� SKUDVHV�� ������
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IRU� VHQWHQFH� WUDQVODWLRQV�� DQG� ������

for� paragraphs.� These� �ndings� were�

QRWHZRUWK��� VLQFH� WKH�� GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKH�

SURJUHVVLYH�GHFOLQH�LQ�VWXGHQWV��EHOLHIV�RI�

the�e�cacy�of�GT.

)LJ�U������W���QW�����UF��WL�Q���I�WK��

e�ectiveness�of�GT

����� 6W�GH�WV�� 1H�DWLYH� �LH�V� R��

*7�8VH�L��:ULWL��

�HVSLWH� VHYHUDO� IDYRUDEOH� DVSHFWV�
identi�ed� by� the� students� about� the�
XVDJH� RI� *7� LQ� (QJOLVK� ZULWLQJ�� WKH�
�ndings� indicated� that� 30� out� of� 35�
VWXGHQWV� HQFRXQWHUHG� GLVDGYDQWDJHV��
VXFK� DV� DFFXUDF�� FRQFHUQV�� LQFUHDVLQJ�
GHSHQGHQF��� DFDGHPLF� GLVKRQHVW��� DQG�
KLQGHUHG� OHDUQLQJ� DELOLW��� )LUVWO��� PRVW�
RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV� KHOG� WKH� RSLQLRQ� WKDW� WKH�
JHQHUDWHG� RXWSXWV� RI� UHQGHULQJ� LGLRPV�
DQG�SKUDVHV�LQ�WKH�*7�ZHUH�LQFRUUHFW�DQG�
XQUHOLDEOH�� 7KH� XQSURFHVVHG� UHVXOWV� RI�
OHQJWKLHU� SKUDVHV� DQG� SDUDJUDSKV� ZHUH�
OLNHZLVH� GHHPHG� JUDPPDWLFDOO�� ZURQJ�
DQG� LQFDSDEOH� RI� DFFXUDWHO�� FRQYH�LQJ�
WKHLU� PHVVDJHV�� 7KLV� UHVXOW� ZDV� TXLWH�
PDWFKHG� ZLWK� WKH� TXHVWLRQDLUH�V� GDWD�
above�when�it�comes�to�the�e�ectiveness�
RU�DFFXUDF��RI�*7���QRWKHU�GLVDGYDQWDJH�
RI� XWLOL]LQJ� *7� LQ� (QJOLVK� FRPSRVLWLRQ�
ZDV�WKH�GLPLQLVKHG�PRWLYDWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV�
WR�HQKDQFH�WKHLU�VNLOOV��DFTXLUH�NQRZOHGJH��
DQG�LQGHSHQGHQWO��FRPSOHWH�SURMHFWV��7KLV�
FRUURERUDWHG�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�RI�*DUFLD�DQG�

3HQD�V� ������� VWXG��� 7KLV� ZDV� DWWULEXWHG�
WR�WKH�FRQYHQLHQFH��VLPSOLFLW���DQG�VSHHG�
RI�*7��+HQFH��WKH�VWXG��UHYHDOHG�WKDW����
SDUWLFLSDQWV� VDZ� D� GHFOLQH� LQ�PRWLYDWLRQ�
DQG� SURGXFWLYLW�� ZKHQ� XWLOL]LQJ� *7� IRU�
ZULWLQJ� WDVNV�� 0RUHRYHU�� D� WRWDO� RI� ��
VWXGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKH��GLG�QRW�DFTXLUH�
DQ�� NQRZOHGJH� RU� VNLOOV� WKURXJK� WKH� XVH�
of� GT.� Last� but� not� least,� �ve� students�
UHJDUGHG�*7�DV�FKHDWLQJ��WKXV�RSWLQJ�QRW�
WR�XWLOL]H�LW�LQ�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ�

Figure�5:�Students’�negative�views�on�GT

Figure�6:�Students�‘future�use�of�GT

:KLOH� *7� PD�� KDYH� FHUWDLQ�

OLPLWDWLRQV��LW�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO��KDYH�D�

detrimental�e�ect�on�students.�It�does�not�

HQKDQFH� ZULWLQJ� SHUIRUPDQFH� QRU� �LHOG�

inferior� results.�According� to� Cli�ord� et�

al.�(2013),�MT�is�regarded�as�a�bene�cial�

PHWKRG� IRU� ORFDWLQJ� YRFDEXODU��� 7KH�
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PDMRULW��RI�SDUWLFLSDQWV�FRQFXU�WKDW�*7�LV�

DGYDQWDJHRXV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�FRPSRVLQJ�

HVVD�V�� VR�����H[SUHVV�WKHLU� LQWHQWLRQ�WR�

XWLOL]H�*7�LQ�IXWXUH�ZULWLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV�

���&RQFOXVLRQ��

7KH� UHVHDUFK� REMHFWLYHV� KDYH�
HVVHQWLDOO�� EHHQ� DFFRPSOLVKHG�� 6WXGHQWV�
H[WHQVLYHO�� HPSOR�� *7� LQ� (QJOLVK�
ZULWLQJ��UHLWHUDWLQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�0DFKLQH�
7UDQVODWLRQ�RQ�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�
as� a� whole,� or� speci�cally� on� students’�
ZULWLQJ� DELOLWLHV�� 7KH�� GHSHQG� RQ� *7� WR�
FRQYHUW�ZRUGV��SKUDVHV��VHQWHQFHV��DQG�HYHQ�
SDUDJUDSKV�IURP�9LHWQDPHVH�LQWR�(QJOLVK��
1HYHUWKHOHVV�� WKHUH� DUH� DSSUHKHQVLRQV�
RYHU� WKH� SUHFLVLRQ� RI� *7�V� WUDQVODWLRQV�
and� the� �ndings� indicate� that� students�
have� a� signi�cant� reliance� on� automated�
WUDQVODWLRQ�V�VWHPV��&HUWDLQ�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�D�
higher�level�of�con�dence�in�GT�compared�
WR� WKHLU� RZQ� VNLOOV� DQG� UHO�� RQ� LWV� UHVXOWV�
ZLWKRXW�PDNLQJ�DQ��FKDQJHV��7KLV�VXEMHFW�
UHTXLUHV� IXUWKHU� VWXG�� DV� QR� UHVHDUFK� KDV�
yet� de�nitively� addressed� the� matter� and�
SURYLGHG� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�
GHWULPHQWDO�LPSDFW�RI�DXWRPDWLF�WUDQVODWLRQ�
RQ� VWXGHQWV�� ZULWLQJ� DELOLWLHV�� ,Q� JHQHUDO��
VWXGHQWV� H[KLELW� IDYRUDEOH� GLVSRVLWLRQV�
towards�GT�and�perceive�it�as�bene�cial�for�
HQKDQFLQJ� WKHLU� ZULWLQJ� DVVLJQPHQWV�� �HW�
HPSOR�LQJ�LW�ZLWK�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�UHVWUDLQW�
SRVHV�D�FKDOOHQJLQJ�GLOHPPD��

)URP�WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV��YLHZSRLQWV��LW�LV�
HYLGHQW�WKDW�RYHU�UHOLDQFH�RQ�WKLV�LQVWUXPHQW�
PLJKW� KLQGHU� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� OHDUQHUV��
ZULWLQJ� DELOLWLHV�� OHDGLQJ� WR� YDULRXV� LVVXHV��
7KH� XWLOL]DWLRQ� SDWWHUQV� RI� *7� OHDG� WR� D�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�VWXGHQWV��SDWLHQFH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�
WR�OHDUQLQJ��7KH��SULRULWL]H�LPPHGLDF��DQG�
speed�over�the�e�cacy�of�genuine�learning.

7KH� REMHFWLYH� RI� WKLV� VWXG�� ZDV�
WR� JDLQ� D� GHHSHU� FRPSUHKHQVLRQ� RI�
WKH� SUDFWLFH� RI� XWLOL]LQJ� DXWRPDWHG�
WUDQVODWLRQ� WR� FRPSRVH� SDSHUV� DPRQJ�

VWXGHQWV�� �GGLWLRQDOO��� ,� DLP� WR� SURYLGH�
WHPSRUDU�� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� WKDW� KHOS�
PLWLJDWH� WKH� DGYHUVH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI�
DXWRPDWHG� WUDQVODWLRQ� IRU� ODQJXDJH�
OHDUQHUV�� )LUVWO��� WHDFKHUV� PXVW� ZDUQ�
VWXGHQWV� DERXW� WKH� UHSHUFXVVLRQV� WKDW�
PD��DULVH�IURP�H[FHVVLYH�UHOLDQFH�RQ�DQG�
DEXVH�RI�DXWRPDWHG�WUDQVODWLRQ�SURJUDPV��
7KLV�LV�FUXFLDO�EHFDXVH�PRVW�VWXGHQWV�DUH�
REOLYLRXV� WR� WKH� DGYHUVH� DVSHFWV� RI� WKH�
LVVXH��6HFRQGO���SUHVHQWLQJ�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�
UHOLDEOH�ZHE�VLWHV�IRU�GLFWLRQDU��ORRNXSV�LV�
QHFHVVDU��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�YLWDO�WR�XWLOL]H�WKH�
DSSURSULDWH� WHUP�LQ�LWV�SURSHU�FRQWH[W��DV�
LW�LV�QRW�D�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�WDVN��5HSXWDEOH�
dictionaries�frequently�o�er�learners�many�
H[DPSOHV�VKRZFDVLQJ�WKH�HPSOR�PHQW�RI�
words�in�various�speci�c�sentences.
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