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CHUYEN MUC

SU HOC - NHAN HOC - NGHIEN CU’U TON GIAO

DUNG HOP VAN HOA O NAM BO:
TRUONG HOP CAC YEU TO CONG GIAO
TRONG DAO CAO bAI

NGUYEN VAN HIEU

Trong sb céc tén gido & Viét Nam, dao Cao Dai nbi bat & tinh than “dung hop
van giao” va & né luc tré thanh “Tén giéo cla sw hop nhat”. Pang chi y Ia tinh
thédn dung hop Tam gido va Céng gido trong dao Cao Pai biéu hién ré nét tinh
than dung hop vén héa Péng-Tay véi ly twéng xdy dung mot tén gido hop nhét
mang tinh toan cau. Trong bai viét nay, ttr goc nhin vén héa, ching téi di sdu
phén tich mét sé yéu té Céng gigo tiéu biéu duoc dung hop trong dao Cao Dai
nhw céch biéu thj vé Bang Téi cao va sw phb quat cta Pao; céch thirc ciru do,
truyén day dao dirc va céch té chirc cla Dao — nhing diéu da gép phan lam nén
dién mao kha riéng biét cua dao Cao Pai va cbé y nghia quan trong trong viéc
gilp tén gido nay tén tai, phat trién.

Ttr khéa: Dao Cao Bai, Tam giao, Thién Chua giao, dung hgp van hoa.

Ngay nhan bai: 25/3/2016; dwa vao bién tap: 28/3/2016; phan bién: 16/8/2016; duyét
dang: 28/9/2016

1. DAN NHAP

Chinh thac tuyén b6é khai dao vao
nam 1926, Cao Pai s&m trd thanh
mét trong nhirng ton gido quan trong
trong doi sbng tin ngwdng cla ngudi
dan Nam B6 Viét Nam va hién la tén

’ Trwong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa héi va Nhan
van, Dai hoc Quéc gia Thanh phd Hb Chi
Minh.

gido c6 sb lwong tin dd Ién hang the
ba & Viét Nam v&i 2,4 triéu ngudi, sau
Phat giao (hon 11 triéu ngudi) va
Céng gido (gan 7 triéu ngudi) (Pham
Diing 2013).

Khac v&i hau hét cac tén gido khac cod
ngudn gbc tlr bén ngoai dwoc tiép
nhan va tiép bién phu hop véi thuc
tién Viét Nam, dao Cao Pai dwoc xem
la tén gido ban dia hinh thanh trong nd
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lwc xay dwng mét tdn giao mai trén co
s& dung hgp “van giao” v&i hy vong
thanh mét ton giao toan cau. Chinh vi
vay, phuwong cham cta dao Cao Dai
la “Van ly nhéat giao” (Out of Many,
One) va dao Cao Pai la “Tén gido cua
sw hop nhéat” (Religion of Unity) (Bui
Dac Hum, Ngasha Beck 2006: 7-8).

Véi ly twdng trén, tinh dung hop (hay
tbng hop, hay la phép cong cé tinh co
gi®i, tly quan diém cta nha nghién
ctru) 1& mét trong nhivng dac diém ndi
bat clla dao Cao Dai va ngay tlr dau
da thu hat sy quan tdm cula gidi
nghién cu. Tuy vay, vai tro cia dao
Coéng gido hay cac yéu td cta Coéng
giao vo&i tw cach la mét bé phén hop
thanh cta dao Cao Dai van chua thuc
sy dwoc chu y, trong khi theo chung
t6i, day 1a moét trong nhirng van dé can
dwoc dat ra khi néi dén moét tén gido
v&i ton chi “dung hgp van giao” nhw
dao Cao bai.

2. CO SO CUA TINH DUNG HOP
CUA DAO CAO PA|

Trong t& Khai tich dao dé& ngay
7/10/1926 g&i quan Théng dbc Nam
Ky & Sai Gon, nhirng ngwoi sang lap
dao Cao Dai da néu rd ly do, muc dich
va ton chi cha tén gido méi & mién
Nam Viét Nam. Theo ho, & Bdng
Duong tw trwdc dén luc d6 da co 3
tén giao la Nho giao, Phat giao va L&o
giao, déu cé muc dich chinh la day
nguwdi ta lam diéu thién, tranh diéu ac
va sung kinh Pang Tao hda. Nguoi
Viéet Nam da dwoc sbéng hanh phuc
nh& vao sy tuan theo nhirng |01 ran
day t6t dep cta 3 tdn gido trén. Tuy

nhién, vi nhiéu ly do, nhat Ia sy phan
chia nhiéu phe phai khich bac nhau va
con ngwoi tham ba vinh hoa phu quy
da lam mét hét nhirng tan thién tan
my ngay xwa; vi vay nhiéu nguodi Viét
Nam da tim cach hop nhat Tam gido
(quy nguyén phuc nhat) goi 1a dao
Cao Dai hay Dai Dao. T¢ Khai dao
cling néu rd: chiéu theo tam nguyén
cua nguwoi dan, BPlc Ngoc Hoang
Thuong Dé da giang dan day Pao va
hop nhat Tam giao lap thanh bai bao
Tam Ky Phd Do v&i nén gido ly maoi
dwa theo Phat-Ldo-Nho dé& day cho
dan chung nhirng dwc tinh “lam lanh
tranh di, yéu thwong nhan loai, séng
hoa hiép, tranh hoan toan sw chia ré
va chién tranh” (L& Anh Diing 1996:
19).

Trén thuc té, trwdc khi chinh thic
tuyén bd khai dao, tlr cudi nam 1925
dao Cao Pai da vé co ban la mot ton
gido co tb chire, co kinh dién, co gido
dd, co hé théng nghi 18 va cé tén chi,
sti* ménh. Theo nhw “Thanh ngdn” cla
Ngoc Hoang Thuwong Dé trong budi
“giang co” ngay 24/4/1926 (Toa thanh
Tay Ninh 1972: 48): Cao Dai la dao
hop nhét cac tén gido lam mot che
khéng chi hop nhat Tam gido nhw
trong ban Tuyén ngdn lap dao. Qua
vay, dé thdy la trong Toa thanh va
Thanh that cla dao Cao Dai cé nhiéu
dang Thiéng liéng dwoc the, t Ngoc
Hoang Thwong Dé biéu thj qua hinh
twong Thién nhan (Devine Eye) dén
Phat Thich Ca, Ldo t&, Khéng to,
Chua Jesus. Nhiéu danh nhan van
héa Dong-Tay khac nhw Ly Thai
Bach, Nguyén Binh Khiém, Toén Dat
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Tién, Victor Hugo... cling dwoc coi
trong nhw nhi*ng nhan vat tiéu biéu
ctia Pao.

Céach hop nhét nhw trén khién gioi
nghién clru luén d&t cau hdi vé ban
chat clha dao Cao Pai. Trong cong
trinh Sw phét trién cda tw twéng Viét
Nam tir thé ky XIX dén Céch mang
thang Tam, Tran Van Giau danh 40
trang dé viét vé dao Cao Pai duéi géc
do lich s tw twéng. Trong do, vé co
ban, Tran Van Giau (1975: 213) déng
y v&i danh gia ciia hau hét cac tac gia
trwdc Cach mang thang Tam cho rang
Cao Dai la dao “xa ban”, va theo éng,
sy “tébng hop cac tén giao”, “diéu hoa
cac thuyét” duwoc dao Cao Dai tuyén
bb rd rang khong co gi ca. Ong khéng
dinh: “Nay 1a gan nira thé ky sau khi
dao Cao Dai xuat hién, moi sirc ndng
cla dw luan da téa mét di rdi, nhin lai
thdy rdng qua Cao Pai khdéng téng
hop duwoc, ma thwe ra cing khéng cé
cb gang tbng hop gido ly cac ton gido
du chi la nhirng t6n giao quen thudc &
Viét Nam” (Tran Van Giau 1975: 214).
Trong khi d8, nhiéu hoc gia nuwéc
ngoai thé hién quan diém cta minh
qua viéc dung thuat ngi» dé chi tinh
chét, mre d6 tbng hop hay dung hop
cua dao Cao Dai. Theo nhém nghién
cu tén gido mién Nam Viét Nam
thuéc BO Hai quan My, c6 nhirng lanh
dao ton giao & Viét Nam xem Cao Dai
nhwr moét “tén giao pha trén” (salad-
religion) (US Department of the Navy
1967: 47); mot sb hoc gid khac cho
rang dao Cao Dai la mét “moén hén
hop” (hodge-podge) hon la mét lién
két chinh thé (unity) (Dutton 1970: 21).

Tuy vay, cé nhirng hoc gia xem dao
Cao Dai la tén gido co “tinh tbng hop”
véi nghia trung tinh clia tr nay.
Gabriel Gobron (2008: 188), mét nha
nghién clru dong thdi 1a mot tin d6
Cao bai, cho réng dao Cao bai la “sw
tdng hop (synthesis) cta nhirng tén
giao hién hanh nhw Nho gido, Pao
gido, Phat gido, Céng gido..., déng
thoi cling khéng bé qua tin ngwdng
vat linh (animistic worships; animism)
cling nhw sung bai cac anh hung dan
t6c”. Nhiéu nha nghién ctru khac nhw
Victor L. Oliver, Md. Shaikh Farid,
Sergei Blagov ciing déng quan diém
vé&i Gabriel Gobron. Victor L. Oliver
(1976: 1) khang dinh: “Mac du Cao
Dai chinh thirc dwgce thanh lap nam
1926 nhwng gbc ré cta né cé thé tim
thay trong truyén théng tén gido Chau
A va trong tw twdng triét hoc phwong
Tay. Day la tén giao co tinh dung hop
(syncretic) vé cac phwong dién co s&
td chirc, triét hoc, than hoc va cac
thwe hanh nghi 1&”; Md. Shaikh Farid
(2009: 7) xem dao Cao Pai la mét tén
giao dung hgp moi (a new syncretic
religion) cua Viét Nam; con Sergei
Blagov (2001: 2) nhdn manh dén “mét
hé tv twédng dung hop méi (a new
syncretic ideology) v&i sw gan két cac

AN

tin diéu khac nhau thanh mét thé”.

Viéc nghién ctru dao Cao Dai, cu thé
vé tinh dung hop cua tén gido nay,
trwdc hét can tiép can dudi géc nhin
van héa tén gido. Phai gia dinh rang
nhirng nguwoi sang lap dao Cao Dai la
nhirng ngudi that sy sung dao va cé
niém tin vao cach ho thanh lap dao,
hoac it ra nhirng ngwdi sang lap nay
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da stir dung mét phwong tién dac biét
dé dap ng nhu cau tin ngudng, tén
gido cla nguwoi Viét @ mién Nam Viét
Nam luc bay gid.

R6 rang la nhirng ngudi sang lap dao
Cao Dai da dwa trén mét nén tang co
ban dé xay dwng mot tén gido mdi
bang cach lién két va tbng hop nhiéu
ton gido va tin ngwdng khac nhau lam
mot. D6 la dwa trén niém tin rang con
ngudi co linh hdn va ngwdi dang séng
c6 thé giao tiép dwoc véi cac linh hon
va cac than thanh qua cac gidc mo
hoac cac phwong tién trung gian khac.
Nhirng ngwoi sang lap dao Cao Dai
cho rang ho cé thé giao tiép v&i Ngoc
Hoang Thuong Dé (hay Péang Cao
Dai) bang co but va chinh Ngoc Hoang
Thwong Dé da day ho vé cach lién hé,
giao tiép bang co but nay trong nhiéu
lan giang co. Khéng chi giao tiép voi
DPang Téi cao, cac tin d6 Cao Pai tin
rang ho co thé giao tiép va&i nhiéu than,
thanh khac - nhirng vi dwoc coi la
ngudi dwa tin cia Pang Tbi cao -
théng qua cac phuwong tién trung gian
nhw xay ban, giang co. Diéu nay gilp
gidi thich vi sao trén co s& quan niém
“van giao nhat ly”, dao Cao bai co thé
lien két va tébng hop duoc cac ton gido
von kha khac nhau va trong tda thanh
thd nhiéu vi gido chd sang lap cla cac
tén giao khac nhau.

Céch dao Cao Dai lién két cac yéu t,
cac vi gido chd cua nhiéu tén gido lai
v&i nhau, theo chung t6i, thoat nhin cé
vé don gian, co gi¢i nhung van it
nhiéu tao nén moét “hé tw twéng dung
hop méi” nhw quan diém cia Sergei

Blagov da néu trén, va diéu quan
trong la bang cach nay dao Cao Dai
da dap ng dwoc nhu cdu tinh than
clia nhiéu tang I&p nhan dan béy gio.
Thém vao dé, dé hiéu ré hon dao Cao
Dai ndi chung, tinh tbng hop va dung
hop cia dao Cao Dai ndi riéng, can
d&t trong bdi cadnh van hoéa va lich st-
xa hoi cu thé dé& xem xét cac co s&
hinh thanh, cac diéu kién phat trién
clia né. Theo chung t6i, tinh tdng hop
va dung hop clia dao Cao Pai it nhat
cling xuat phat tr cac nguyén nhan
chinh sau:

2.1. Truyén thdng tiép xuc, tiép bién
va dung hop cac nén vin héa khac
nhau clia nguoi Viét

Xét vé khia canh ton gido, c6 thé thay
Viét Nam twr trong c6i ngudn khong co
ton gido riéng, nhwng trong qua trinh
phat trién da tiép nhan, tiép bién va
dung hop cac yéu td ngoai sinh dé tao
nén cac dang tin ngwdng, ton giao
phu hop voi doi sbéng tinh than cua
minh, tiéu biéu Ia hién twong hoa hop
Tam giao (Nho-Phat-Dao) vé&i tin
ngwdng ban dia cla ngudi Viét, biéu
hién khéng chi trong doi séng tam linh
ma con trong ddi sdng van hoa xa hoi.
Theo Nguyén Thanh Xuan (2015: 62-
63), “trong tdm thkc cua ngwdi dan
Viét Nam da hinh thanh nhirng Déng
tén thd chung la Théan-Thanh-Tién-
Phat. Ciing vay, tlr rat lau, lang xa
Viét Nam da hinh thanh nhirng khéng
gian thiéng nhw: chua-dinh-dén-miéu
gan véi nhau thanh cum van hoa tin
ngwdng lién hoan. Tham chi trong
ngdi chua, ngoai th¢ Phat, con thd ca
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Than thanh theo kiéu ‘tién Phat, hau
Thanh’, ngwoc lai trong sinh hoat &
dinh, dén ciing duy tri nhitng nghi &
cung bai ctia Phat gido”. Truyén théng
dung hop nay chic chan cé anh
hwéng khéng nhé dén tinh dung hop,
tdng hop cla dao Cao Pai & vung dat
m¢&i phwong Nam.

2.2. Diéu kién ctia mot “ving dat moi”

Nam Bo Viét Nam dbéi v&i nguoi Viét
dwoc coi la vung dat mai voi lich st
chi khodng trén 200 nam tinh dén thoi
gian dao Cao Dai dwoc thanh lap. Moi
dé dan dén thoang mé trong tiép nhan,
nhat 1a cw dan & day, theo nhiéu nha
nghién ctru, hau hét la nguoi binh dan,
khoéng qua bi rang budc vao cac gia tri
tw twdng va dao ly chinh théng vén bi
anh hwéng sadu dam bdéi Nho giao.
Hon nira, ho phai cung nhau nd luwc
dé thich nghi v&i méi trwéng méi nén
dé tiép nhan cai méi hon so véi cac
vung dat khac & mién Bac va mién
Trung. Theo Tran Van Giau (1975:
206), “trong ba ky ciia nwéc Viét Nam
luc bdy gi& bi d6 hd va chia cét thi
Nam Ky & mién “dat moi’ nhét, & do
truyén théng Khéng Manh néng can
nhéat”. Con theo Pham Bich Hop (2007:
190-192), thdi gian dau lap nghiép,
“ngudi lwu dan phai dbi dién véi rat
nhiéu mdi nguy hiém, chung quanh ho
chi c6 rirng rdm, soéng sau, thu di,
bénh tat, chét choc... nhwng bang moi
gia, ho phai tru lai dwoc” va “chinh
trang thai tam ly cd don, lo so, thay
minh nhd bé, tham chi bt lwc trwdc
mot thién nhién hoang da, mét hoan
canh sbéng khac nghiét, da day nhirng

nguwdi lwu dan tré lai tin ngwéng da
than, [...] tr& thanh nhan t6 gép phan
hinh thanh cac nhém toén giao ban dia,
trong d6 cé Cao Dai”. Qua vay, dé lap
nghiép trén ving dat méi, cw dan Viét
phia Nam phai déi dién v&i bao thach
thirc vé tw nhién va xa hoi, vi vay bén
canh sy cwong cwdng, diing cdm dé
vuot kho, ho can co sw hé tro rat Ion
t niém tin vao cac yéu t6 thiéng.
Thém vao do, séng dwdi ché d6 Nam
Ky trwc tri, ngudi dan cdm thay vo
vong, méat phuwong hwéng, nhat 1a sau
nhitng that bai cla cac cudc khéi
nghia chéng Phap nén dé tim dén tén
giao, trong do6 c6 dao Cao bai - mét dao
“mdi ma cl, moi vé tb chirc, vé tén
tudi, ma cii vé ndi dung, phwong tién,
dé theo” (Tran Van Giau 1975: 204).
2.3. Nhirng ngu¢i sang lap dao Cao
DPai déu 1a nhitng nguoi co6 hoc van
cao

Hau hét trong sé nhirng ngudi sang
lap dao Cao Dai la nhitng ngudi tét
nghiép tir cac trwong ndi tiéng & Sai
Gon va co kién thirc kha sau rong vé
van héa phwong Déng lan van hoa
phwong Tay. Ho am hiéu thuyét théng
linh clia phwong Tay cling nhw ndm
bat dwoc xu hwédng dung hop van héa
va tin ngwdng cé tinh toan ciu nay
sinh trong khoang cubi thé ky XIX-dau
thé ky XX. Chinh vi vay, qua phwong
tién co but, ho da sang lap nén dao
Cao Dai trén co s& tbng hop tw twéng
cla cac tén gido va bang cach nay
dao Cao Dai vira tao nén nhirng nét
riéng, vira gilr dwoc nhivng nét rat gan
gli, quen thubéc voi ngudi Viét, dac
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biét la v&i tang I&p binh dan. Chinh tw
sy tbng hop nay, Sergei Blagov
(1999) cho rang dao Cao Pai c6 thé
dwoc xem nhw mot biéu hién cta doi
thoai van héa Bbéng-Tay hoac la mét
dang clta “hanh tinh héa van héa”.
Con Werner (1980: 1) cho rang dao
Cao bai la mot khuynh huwéng chinh
tri ca ngwdi ndng dan Viét Nam trong
khoang dau thé ky XX.

3. CAC YEU TO CONG GIAO TRONG
DAO CAO DAl

Pao Cao Dai cha trwong dung hop
van giao nhwng khéng phai ton giao
nao clng hién dién trong dao nay.
Didu dé phu thudoc vao sy hiéu biét
cua nhirng ngwdi sang lap, vao vai tro
cla tdén gido dwoc chon dbi voi viéc
hinh thanh nén tinh téng thé cia dao
Cao Dai, va dac biét la ton chi cua ton
gido d6 phai phu hop voi da sb quan
chiing ma dao Cao Dai hwéng dén.
Céng giao la mét trong nhirng ton giao
dap &ng dwoc cac yéu cau néu trén.
Day la tén giao da cé qua trinh lich st
kha lau doi & Viet Nam véi khéi diém
khéng mudn hon thé ky XVI. Céng
gido tirng budc phat trién & Viét Nam,
nhat l1a dwdi thdi ky thudec Phap. Vao
giai doan nay, Nam Ky la vung déat
tree tri cia Phap nén Cong giao cang
cd diéu kién phat trién. Voi nhirng
ngudi “ngoai dao”, Coéng gido cé phan
khép kin do tinh ty tri kha cao trong té
chic cdng doéng, nhung hinh tuwong
Jesus tir nan trén thap tw gia vi nhan
loai la hinh twong rat quen thudc, &
Viét Nam hau nhu ai ciing biét dén.
C6 thé thdy nhirng ngudi sang lap va

nhitng nguoi ké tuc da van dung
nhiéu yéu tb clia Coéng gido dé xay
dwng nén dao Cao bai, trong do ndi
bat 1a cac binh dién, cac yéu t6 sau:

3.1. Thé hién & tinh phd quat ctia Pao
Nhw Hartney da chi ra rat dung rang
tinh téng hop clia dao Cao Pai khong
chi déi v&i cac tén gido, tin nguéng
phwong Bong ma con la cach mang
nhitng truyén thdng I&n clia phwong
Tay dén voi thé gidi rong 16n hon,
dwoc Chép nhan réng rai hon trong sw
phat trién clia tén gido thé giGi
(Hartney 2000: 10-11). Sy két hop
cac truyén théng tén gido phuwong
bong voi Cébng gido la mot trong
nhirng cach tiéu biéu d& dao Cao Dai
xac dinh minh nhw la mét tén gido thé
gidi, b&i Céng gido c6 ngudn gbc twr
Trung Bong nhwng qua lich st phat
trién lau doi & phuwong Tay da duoc
xem la mét trong nhirng dai dién tiéu
biéu cGa van héa phwong Tay trén
nhiéu binh dién, tlr tén gido dén tw
twédng, nghé thuat, cach thic (rng
xt... Pao Cao Pai khang dinh rang
chinh Pang Téi Cao (Ngoc Hoang
Thwong Dé&) da nhan ra sy khac biét
gilra cac thoi ky, cac khu viwee nén tao
ra ndm nhanh dao dé phd ddé nhon
sanh cho phu hogp, d6 la Nhon dao,
Than dao, Thanh dao, Tién dao va
Phat dao, con ngay nay la thdi ky
“nhan loai da hiép déng”, can lién két
nam nhanh, goi 1a “Ngi chi hop nhat”
(Toa thanh Tay Ninh 1972: 48). “Ngi
chi hop nhéat’, theo nhan quan dao
Cao Dai, chinh |a cach téng hop tat ca
cac ton gido khac nhau trén thé gisi
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lam mot, chung cho ca phwong Béng
lan phwong Tay v&i cung mot nguyén
tac 1a bac ai va cong bang.

Quéa vay, co thé thay nhiéu yéu tb
Céng gido la mét bé phan hiru co
trong cAu truc cta dao Cao Pai. Han
sé khong thé tuyén bd tinh phd quat
clia dao Cao Pai néu dao nay chi la
sy tbng hop cla 3 t6n gido truyén
thdng la Nho, Phat va Pao. Dua trén
sy tobng hop Dong-Tay nay, tin dd
Cao Dai tin rang tén gido clia minh sé
tré thanh tén gido chung, néu thuc
hanh né nhan loai sé dwoc hoa binh,
hanh phuc.

3.2. Cach biéu thj vé Dang Téi cao
Ngay tir dau, dao Cao Dai da xac dinh
minh 13 t6n gido cla sy hop nhét, va
di nhién phai la ton giao cé vi lanh tu
tinh than tbi cao, d6 chinh 1a Birc Cao
Dai. Theo Graeme Lang (2004: 8), vi
than téi cao va hinh anh vi lanh tu tinh
than cta dao Cao DPai hap thu ca hai
yéu t6, d6 1a Ngoc Hoang Thuwong dé
(Jade Emperor) cua tin ngwéng dan
gian Trung Hoa va Thuong dé cla
Thién Chua gido. Theo éng, vi than tdi
cao trong dao Cao Pai mang dang
dap ctia Thuwong dé trong Céng gido
néi riéng, Thién Chua giao noi chung,
véi quyén nang vi dai hon 1a hinh
twong Ngoc Hoang hay cac vi than
khac trong tin ngwdng dan gian. Qua
vay, trong PBao giao cling nhw trong tin
nguwdng dan gian Viét Nam, Ngoc
Hoang la vi than téi cao nhwng dé 1a vi
than mang dang dap mét éng vua cla
moét vwong qudc (Thién dinh), trong
khi dé Blirc Cao Pai dwoc xem nhuw vj

than téi cao va 1a Pang Ctru thé (The
Savior). Kinh sach Cao Dai c6 ghi:
trong budi gidng co vao ngay
20/1/1926, Bwc Ngoc Hoang ty goi
minh |a cha clia cac dé tir, cong bang
trong thuwdng phat moi ngudi (Toa
thanh Tay Ninh 1972: 33-34); va trong
lan giang tran vao dém 24/11/1926
Plrc Cao Pai khdng dinh: “Ty khai
thién lap dia, Thay ciing vi yéu mén
cac con ma trdi bao nhiéu diéu khd
hanh, may lan lao ly, may Iic vang
may, nudi nang cac con, hau lap nén
Dao” (Toa thanh Tay Ninh 1972: 126).
Trong lan giang tran vao 27/10/1926,
theo kinh sach ghi lai, Dang Cao Dai
xac dinh minh la cha cta Jesus va da
g®&i ngudi con trai duy nhat di truyén
dat thanh ngdén ctia minh (Tda thanh
Tay Ninh, 1972: 108). Rd& rang
Thuwong dé trong dao Cao Dai rat gan
véi Thuong dé trong Céng gido: ciing
dwoc goi 1a Dang Cru thé (the Savior),
la nguwoi ban phuc (the Benefactor)
dem lai cho con nguoi thyc phdm, su
nhan thirc, sy thdng minh, minh triét,
danh tiéng, giau co6 va danh du.

3.3. O cach thire clru d6

Dao Cao Dai quan niém loai ngudi
dang & thoi ky phé d6 thw ba, 1a thoi
ky tt ca cac ton gido déu hop thanh
mot tén gido duy nhat dwoc dich than
Thwong dé (the Supreme Being), tirc
DPirc Cao Dai, truc tiép truyén day vé
dai Dao, giup loai ngudi thoat ach khod
dau va duwoc sbng mai mai trong sw
hoa hop. O day ndi bat Ién hai diém
lién quan tryc tiép dén Céng giao: Mot
la, v&i dao Cao Dai, ngudi Viét, cu thé
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la nguwoi Viét & phuwong Nam, la céng
ddéng duwdng nhw duwoc Dang Téi cao
chon dé thwc hién si¢ ménh thyc thi
dai Dao, nhuw trong mot thanh ngdn tw
Déng Cao Dai: “Troi Nam may dang
mot yéng (sic!) sang ctia Dang Pai T
Pai Bi dan khach tran bwéc 1an ra con
dwdng hac am, dé tranh khoéi bén mé”
(Téoa thanh Tay Ninh 1972: 155) —
diéu nay chang khac gi ngudi Do Thai
la dan tdc dwoec Chua chon nhw Kinh
Cuwu wérc co ghi. Hai la, theo kinh sach
cta Dao, Pang Cao Dai, ciing la Ngoc
Hoang, chinh la cha ctia Chua Jesus
va cach day hai nghin nam da géi
Jesus Christ dén véi loai nguoi.
Nhwng subt hai nghin ndm qua, loai
ngwdi da quén cac loi day cua Chua,
hodc c6 ciu nguyén Tin mrng nhuwng
khéng hiéu biét gi v& né. Chinh vi diéu
do, nay Dang Cao Dai sé tryc tiép rao
truyén, clru dé (Toa thanh Tay Ninh
1972: 59).

Nhirng diéu néu trén 1a tiép nhan t
Cong gido v&i chi mét chat khac biét
la Chua Jesus vira 1a con trai duy nhat
cta Thwong dé, lai vira la mét trong
nhirng st gid ctia Thwong dé dé cing
v&i cac s gia khac giup loai nguoi &
nhitng dia diém khac nhau, cac thoi
ky khac nhau.

3.4. Trong cach té chirc Pao

Anh hwéng cia Cong gido dbi voi
cach thirc td chirc dao cta Cao Dai
dwoc nhiéu nha nghién cteu cha y voi
nhirng nhan dinh kha nhéat quan. Bang
Nghiém Van (2007: 347) khang dinh
rang dao Cao Dai “dwoc td chirc chat
ché t trung wong dén dia phuong

dwa theo kinh nghiém cua Céng giao”.
C6 thé thdy cach td chirc Hoi thanh
cia Cao DPai Tay Ninh rat gibng voi
cach td chirc ciia Gido hdi Cong gido
(Catholic Church). Chung toi tam dac
v&i Janet Hoskins (2008) khi ba khang
dinh dao Cao Dai da lap khoang tréng
tam linh dbi v&i nhitng nguwdi xem
C6ng gido la san pham cua thyc dan;
Phat gido dam chét ly twédng nhwng cd
phan duy tam, tiéu cwc; con Nho gido
thi rang budc v&i nhirng ton ti trat ty
ci va bj bién dang trong xa héi thudc
dia. Cac thanh ngén cia Pang Cao
Dai cho thdy viéc can thiét phai “lap
Chanh thé, cé I&n nhd” (Toa thanh
Tay Ninh 1972: 48-49) va Giao héi
Cao Dai qua da dwoc td chirc chat
ché v&i hé théng thir bac twong tw
nhw t6 chirc clia Vatican (Gido hoang,
cac Hong y, cac Giam muc, Linh muc)
gdm Gido téng, cac Chudng phap,
cac Pau sw... (thudc Clru Trung Pai —
co quan hanh phap) va cac HO phap,
cac Thuwong phdm, Thwong sanh
(thudéc Hiép Thién Dai — co quan lap
phap va tw phap) voi sy phan céng
nhiém vu, quyén han cu thé vé& phan
dao 1an phan doi. Vé kién trac, Toa
thanh Cao bai dwgc xay dwng voi kién
tric mang phong cach Gothic ciia nha
ther Cong gido két hop trang tri ndi that
mang dang dip phong cach phuong
Péng v&i cac hinh twong réng,
phwong, ran than naga va ky lan.

Nhw vay, dao Cao bai la mot tén giao
dwoc hinh thanh trong mét bdi canh
kha dac thu va nhirng nguwdi sang lap
ngay to dau da tap trung vao cong tac
td chirc tén gido va chac chan ho da
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hoc dwoc didu nay tir td chirc gido hoi
Céng giao. Viéc td chirc giao hoi chat
ché, tiéu biéu la Cao Dai Tay Ninh voi
cac cap té chire tr trung wong dén dia
phuwong theo mé hinh Vatican, da giup
dao Cao Dai tang cwdng strc manh
clia minh va mang dang dap dac
trung (xét vé géc do van hoa td chirc)
trong so sanh v&i Phat giao va mét sb
tbn giao cling dwoc coi la ndi sinh,
ban dia & Nam B6 cung thoi ky.

3.5. Trong truyén day dao dirc, cung
cach rng xw

Giébng nhw nhiéu tén gido khac, dao
Cao bai dac biét chu trong dén viéc
day cho tin dd dao dirc va cach ng
xtr cé van hoéa. Diéu chung téi chu y &
day la sy twong déng gitra dao Cao
Pai va Céng gido trong cach truyén
day, trong cac khai niém dao durc, tinh
than binh dang, tinh anh em va tinh
cha con. Pay la Thanh ngén cta Dang
Téi cao trong budi giang co dém
20/2/1926: “Thay vui mubn cho céac
con thuan hoa cung nhau hoai, ay 1a
I& hién cho Thay rat tran trong. Phai
chung lo cho danh Pao Thay. Pao
Thay tlrc la cac con, cac con tic 13
Thay, phai lam cho nhau dang thé luc”
(Toa thanh Tay Ninh 1972: 32).

Bén canh doé, chung t6i cling nhén
thdy c6 khéng it nhitng twong déng
gi(ra dao Cao Dai voi Coéng gido vé
nhiéu mat nhw nghi 1& vong doi, nghi
|& chuyén tiép, quan niém va céach

TAI LIEU TRICH DAN

thire trong &n udng, ng xt... Chung
t6i s& cd nhirtng nghién clru riéng vé
cac van dé nay.

4. KET LUAN

Trong bdi canh lich si-xa hoi Viét
Nam thoi thudc dia va trén co s&
truyén thdng van hoa lau doi cia dan
tdéc, dao Cao Dai da kha thanh cong
trong viéc ndi két cac tén gido khac
nhau dé hinh thanh nén mot tén giao
m&i. Tinh tdng hop, dung hop 1a mot
trong nhitng dic diém ndi bat nhéat
cta dao Cao Pai. Nhe vao tinh tong
hegp, dung hgp nay, dao Cao Pai da
dong mét vai trd quan trong trong doi
sbng van héa tinh than cia mot bd
phan khéng nhd cw dan. DPbng thoi,
dao Cao Dai ciing thé hién xu hwéng
kha phd bién ctia nhan loai cubdi thé ky
XIX-d4u thé ky XX trong viéc nbi két
cac yéu tb khac biét gitra cac ton giao
dé tao thanh mét chinh thé méi, dap
¢ng nhu cau méi cla ngwdi dan (bao
gdm DPao Bahai'i & Iran cubi thé ky
XIX, Brahma Kumaris & An Do va Cao
Pai & Viét Nam dau thé ky XX).

Sw hién dién clta cac yéu t6 Céng
gido gop phan lam nén dién mao, déc
diém cua dao Cao Dai, vira lam cho
tinh dung hop ctia Cao Dai ¢ nhiéu nét
khac v&i dung hop Tam gido truyén
théng, vira thé hién duwoc y thirc méi
trong viéc xay dwng mot tén gido co
tinh dan toc va tinh nhan loai trén nén
tang cla tw twédng nhan van. Q
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