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1. DAN NHAP

Cac trvdng phai triét hoc trong lich st
phuong Déng khi ban vé gido duc, vé
tng x& trong d&i séng gia dinh va xa
hoi déu it nhiéu dwa ra y twdng cho
rang moi hanh x& clGa con ngudi tir
th(r dan dén quan lai, vua chua can
phai tinh tdo can bang, khéng thién
léch thi méi dem lai hiéu qua cao. Vi
du Pao gia v&i thuyét vo vi, Dao Phat
véi thuyét trung dao va déc biét Nho
giao véi thuyét trung dung da phan
nao cho thay diéu nay.

Tw twdng trung dung trong Nho giao

" Trwéng Dai hoc Kinh té Da Nang.
” Trwong Dai hoc Khanh Hoa.

c6 ngudn gbc tir Kinh 18, dwoc Khdng
T& ban dinh nhiéu trong Luan ngi¥ va
duwoc T& Tw (Khdng Cép), 1a chau noi
cta Khéng T, hoc trd cia Tang T
san dinh thanh sach Trung dung. Luan
ngd va Trung dung déu 1a nhirng kinh
dién quan trong cia Nho gido. Tw
twdng trung dung dwoc ban dén &
nhiéu thoi ky lich str, song da sb cac
bai viét chi ding lai & phan tich y
twdng nay qua tac phdm Trung dung
do T& Tw, hoc trd ctia Khéng T ghi
chép. Nghién ctu nay chd yéu tim
hiéu nhitng quan diém cu thé mang
tinh trung dung ctia Khéng TG qua
sach Luén nger.

2. NOI DUNG TU TUONG TRUNG
DUNG CUA KHONG TU
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2.1. N6i ham cua thuat ngir “trung
dung”

Tac phdm Trung dung™ da dé cap mot
sb nét so bd nhéat vé gia tri cta noi
dung tv twdng trung dung ctia Nho
gido. Chang han: “Pao trung dung,
néu m& rong ra, né phd cap khap ca
vii try; bang thau lai, né sé & yén mot
cach huyén bi trong tam. Cai y vi cla
né vo cling vo tan, toan la nhirng diéu
thiét hoc. Nhirng ai hay xem sach nay
ma ra sc suy xét, chiém nghiém, at
sé dwoc dao ly Trung dung. Buoc roi,
minh dem ra ma thiét hanh tron ca doi
cling khoéng hét” (Poan Trung Con,
1950a: 39).

Cu thé hon, sach Trung dung mé ta
vé “Trung dung” va thudc tinh cé lién
quan mat thiét ciia né. Cu thé: “Nhirng
méi tinh nhw vui mirng, hén gian, dau
thwong, khoai lac khi chwa phat sinh
noi tam ta, thi kéu la “trung”; lic béy
gio cai tam ta tw nhién & murc giira,
khéng chénh bén nay, khéng léch bén
kia. T&i chivng déi cdnh ma chang né
phat sinh mét cach phai thé, thi kéu 1a
“hda”. Tire nhw thay ai bé thi thi ta vui
mueng, gap ké trom cuwdép thi ta hon
gidn, biét ai hoan nan thi ta dau
thwong, gap nguwdi tai dire thi ta khoai
lac. “Trung” la c6i I&n cla thién ha,
moi nguoi va moi vat déu do noi dé
ma sanh ndy, tdn héa. “Hoa” la dao
thong dat cda thién ha, moi nguwoi va
moi vat déu y theo dé ma théng hanh.
Néu minh tan lén cho t&i mdc cuc
diém clha dic trung va dic hoa, at
moi nguw®i va moi vat trong troi dat
déu dwoc yén 6n trat tw, va van vat sé

sinh san nay n& mot cach thuan
chiéu” (Poan Trung Con, 1950a: 41).
Ciing trong Trung dung, Khéng T noi
ré phadm chét Trung dung cla nguoi
quan t&r va ké dbi lap: “Bac quan tw,
tire 1a hang nguoi co dao dire, thi gilr
dwoc dirc Trung dung. Con ké tiéu
nhan, tiec hang nguwoi kém dao dire thi
trai v&i diee Trung dung. Bac quan ti
gilr dwoc dirc Trung dung la nhw vay:
bat ky gid phat ndo, ngudi ciing git
gin cai tam & muc gilra (trung), khéng
chénh bén nay, khéng léch bén kia, vi
nguoi biét ton tdm duwéng tinh, tinh séat
Pao ly, khéng bi hoan canh cam dé.
Con tiéu nhan trai véi dirc Trung dung
la: cai tdm n6 chénh léch, cai tinh né
tach khéi Bao, long tw duc né xua dudi
theo cénh ngoai, cho nén né chang
con biét kiéng de, so sét chi ca” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950a: 43).- Dao Trung
dung twdng chirng dé thi hanh nhwng
khéng phai ai cling dat dwgrc. Chinh vi
thé, Khdng T phai than rang: “Oi Dao
Trung dung la mic cao vién thay!
Thét la toan thién, toan my. ba lau roi,
thé gido suy vi, tinh doi nghiéng nga,
cho nén it ngudi biét giv Pao &y’
(Poan Trung Con, 1950a: 45)..Khéng
T& cam canh than tiép: “Oil Pao nguoi
ta khong theo, khong gilr nbi niva réi”.
Péi véi dao Trung dung, nguoi tri,
nguoi hién ché ma chang gil; nguoi
ngu, nguoi thuwong ngan ma chéng
theo. Nén Pao chdng duoc thi hanh &
dor (Boan Trung Con, 1950a: 45).:

Ban vé& ngudn gbc thé gidi tvr quan
niém cta Kinh Dich, Khéng T& cho
rang van vat trén thé gidi sinh thanh,
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bién héa khéng nglrng theo dao cua
nd. Moi van dong, bién héa clia sy vat
bat ngudn tr sy twong tac gitra hai
cwc am, duong trong thé thdng nhat
goi la Thai cwe. Lwc vé hinh, manh mé
gitv cho trdi dat, am dwong “trung
hoa” dé van vat sinh s6i, bién hoa doé
dwoc Khéng T goi la Dao hay Thién
ly. Do cai gbc d6 ma: “Trdi cé néi gi
chang. Thé ma bén mua (xuan, ha,
thu, déng) c& xay van mai; tram vat
trong vi try c sinh héa mai. Ma Troi
c6 noéi gi chang” (Boan Trung Con,
1950c: 279). Bac dai tri la ngwoi thong
hiéu moi nghia ly clta troi dat, do
chinh la vi ho da dat dwoc cai dao
trung dung. Vé diém nay, sach Trung
dung viét: “Vua Thuan la bac dai tri
vay thay! Vua Thuan ham héi han, lai
thich suy xét ca nhirng diéu thién can,
ém diéu ac, tuyén duwong diéu thién,
ndm virng hai thai cuwc, dem diéu
trung ap dung cho dan chuang. Cé vay
m&i la vua Thudn chi” (Nguyén Dlc
Lan, 1998: 93).

C6 thé nhan dinh mét cach ngan gon
nhéat: Trung dung | luén & vi tri gitra,
khong thién Iéch, khéng nghiéng bén
nao, Khdng T goi 1a “khéng thai qua,
khong bat cap”, 1a mot phuwong thire
trng x& ca vé dao dirc va chinh tri cla
ngwoi quan ti theo Nho gido. Cach
rng Xt v&i bén ngoai nay dwoc duc
két sau mét qua trinh tu dwdng bén
trong “tu ki”. Béi véi Khdng T, chi co
mot khai niém ma éng cho la bao trum
hét thay, la “toan dic’, d6 la “nhan”.
Tw twdng trung dung 1a biéu hién cu

thé cta hoc thuyét vé “nhan” ctia Khéng

Tk trong cach ng x&¢ dao dlrc cla
con ngudi mot cach twdng minh nhét.

M6t khai niém co lién quan mat thiét
v&i “Trung dung” chinh la “Trung the”.
Trung dung co lién quan t&i Trung thi,
nhwng khong phai la Trung th. Trung
va Th la sy tu dwdng “suy ki cap
nhan” - suy bung ta ra bung nguoi, cai
gi minh muén thi ciing 1am cho ngudi
khac (thtr #1), cai gi khéng mubn thi
dirng lam véi ngwoi khac (trung ).
NGi dung va y nghia cla hai khai niém
nay tuy rat gan gii va gan bé hiru co
v&i nhau, song chung van co sy khac
nhau. Do vay, khéng thé ddng nhéat
chung v&i nhau.

Tom lai, Trung dung la dang gilra,
khéng thién léch, khdong thai qua, la
cach rng x&r va hanh déng dung muc
va linh hoat clia con ngwoi tranh siéu
hinh, may maéc.

2.2. Trung dung & ngwei quan tw

Trong quan niém cda Khéng Tw,
nguoi quan tr bao giv ciling gitr 14y
dao (Trung dung) lam nguyén tac cb
dinh, bat chip thé sy nhuv thé nao.
Ong néi: “Giau vo&i sang ai chang
mudn? Nhwng néu chang phai dao ma
dwoc giau sang, thi nguwdi quan to
chang thém. Nghéo v&i hén, ai lai
chang ghét? Nhwng ching né dén voi
minh ma chang 16i dao thi ngwdi quan
tr chang t» bd” (Poan Trung Con,
1950¢: 53).

Khéng T coi nguwdi quan tlr bao gidr
ciing kién dinh phadm chét theo dworng
hwéng trung dung: “...déi véi ngudi thi
gilr niém hoa khi, nhwng khéng bé tha
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theo théi tuc thwdng tinh... Con déi véi
minh thi deng & merc trung, khong
xiéu veo thién léch... Néu nwéc nha
thinh tri, c6 dao dirc, ma than danh
minh hién dat, ngu®i chang déi doi
chi hwéng minh, sirc manh 4y virng
vang thay! Nhwoc bang trong nuwéc réi
loan, con ngudi vé dao, thi bac quan
t&r cling chang doi bd dic tinh minh,
dau cé chét ciing cam tam” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950a: 49).

Tham chi, Khédng T& con noi: “Bubi
sang nghe duwoc dao ly, budi chiéu
dau chét ciing vui” (Poan Trung Con,
1950c: 53). V&i Khéng T@, nguoi
quan tir bao gi& cling phai trung thanh
v&i dao trung dung, du viéc theo dubi
ly twdng d6 khoé khan nhu thé nao.
M6t trong nhitng phdm chat quan
trong nhat cia ngudi quan tlr theo
Nho giao la phai c6 long nhan va
Nhan con duoc coi la cbt tiy ctia dao
Nho. Khéng T nhiéu 1an khang dinh
diéu d4. Chang han, 6ng noi: “... néu
nguwdi quan t& bd mat ldong nhan thi
sao dwoc goi la nguwdi quan te?
Nguwoi quan tr khéng bao gi& lia bo
diéu nhan, dau cho trong khoang moét
blra an! Ngwdi quan tir khéng bao gid
& sai diéu nhan; dau trong con voi
vang, trong luc nglra nghiéng, nguwoi
cling & theo diéu nhan” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 53).

Nhan l1a cét 16i, ban chéat cda dao Nho,
clia ngwoi quan tlr thi L& 1a hinh thic
biéu hién cta Nhan. Nhan khéng thé
tach khoi L&. Vi thé, khi dwoc hdi vé
chd cwong yéu, cbt I6i clia dirc nhan,
Khéng T ly gidi rang: “Séc chi chang

hop |& thi minh dirng ngé, tiéng chi
chang hop & thi minh dng nghe, I&i
chi chdng hop & thi minh dng néi,
viéc chi chéng hop |1& thi minh dirng
lam. B6n diéu do 1a diéu muc clha dic
nhan dé” (Poan Trung Con, 1950c:
181).

Pdng thoi, ngudi quan tr khdng co
bén 16i sau:

“a, V6 y: khéng co y riéng, khéng co
ong tw duc.

b, V6 tat: tiy cdnh ma stra dbi

c, Vo cb: khéng cb chép, cé long dung
ther.

d, V6 nga: chang cé long ich ky, vi
minh ma bé nguwoi” (Poan Trung Con,
1950c: 135).

Nhirng yéu cau trén cho thdy nguoi
quan tl phai luén biét kiém thuc, gilr
minh trwéc nhirng gi thai qua va phai
hoc hdi nang cao trinh d6 dé co thé
gido hoa dan. Do d6, theo Khdng Tu:
“‘Nguwdi quan tr trwdc hoc van
chwong (nhw Kinh Thi, Kinh Tho)
d&ng mé& rong tri thiec minh; ké do,
ngudi nwong theo 1& gido ma kém gity
l&y nét minh; nhd vay ma khai trai dao
ly” (Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 95).

C6 thé nhan thay, Trung dung gén lién
chat ché véi diéu nhan, thiéu nhan thi
con nguwdi khong thé co6 dao dc. Vi
thé khi dwoc hdi, trong ba diéu: lwong
thwe, binh lwc va diéu nhan, néu phai
bd diéu gi trudc thi Khéng Tir néi can
phai bd quan déi va lvong thyc truérce,
vi: “dan ma khéng tin vao nha cam
quyén thi chinh phd phai d6” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 185).
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Vi gilt dwoc trung dung nén nguoi
quan t& luén cé dlrc bao dung réng
|&n, déi lap véi tiéu nhan: “Bac quan
ter thi than nhién, 16ng I16ng; con ké
tiéu nhan thuwong hay lo lang, wu sau”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 119).

Van dé giau nghéo véi ngudi quan tir
ciling dwoc 6ng phan dinh rat ré rang,
tuy thoi, tay lac dé néi dé la tét, xau.
Ong néi: “Nudc nguy ché nén vao.
Nuwdc loan, ché nén &. Thién ha co
dao, tirc 1a dwoc an ninh trat tw, thi
minh nén ra lam quan; con nhuw thién
ha vo dao, minh nén & 4n ma tu hoc.
Nhw nwéc nha yén tri ma minh &
phan ban cung, dé tién, dé la sy hé.
Con nhu nwéc nha loan lac ma minh
hwéng phan giau cé, sang trong, d6 la
diéu dang hé” (Poan Trung Con,
1950c: 117).

Khi néi vé phdm chét Trung dung, Manh
T¢ hoc trd doi sau cia Khéng To,
ngudi dwoc coi 1a bac A thanh trong
Nho gido da khang dinh y twéng cua
thay minh bang nhan xét: “Ong Ba Di
thi nghiém khac, chat hep; ong Hué
x& Liéu ha thi dé& dai, xué xoa. Nguoi
quan t& gitr mirc trung: chang nghiém
khac chat hep ma ciing chang dé dai,
xué xo6a” (Poan Trung Con, 1950b: 113).
Nguwoi quan t&r phai cé lIong nhan, ma
Khéng T& la minh chirng séng cho
diéu do. Ong trong ngwdi hon vat. Khi
tau ngwa bj chay, Khdng Tk & triéu vé
va chi héi: “C6 ai bi hai chang?” (Boan
Trung Con, 1950c: 157). “Khi vua ban
cho con vat sbng, thi ngai nudi, ché
chang vd cb ma an thit” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 57). Vi long nhan tw, 6ng

ludn rng x& v&i cac loai véi tinh than
dung myc nhan &i, trung dung, san
bat cé luc, co thi, nhw sach Luan ngiv
nhan xét: “Dirc Khdng T chi cau ca,
chd ngai chang danh lwdi. Ngai chi
ban con chim dang bay, ché ngai chang
san con chim dang ngu (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 113). Clng la hanh déng
danh bat nhwng nguoi trung dung co
cach tng x& rat nhan van, dang dé
cho nguwdi d&i suy ngdm va hoc hai.
2.3. Trung dung trong trng xtr xa hoi
Trong cach néi nang tng xu, nguoi
theo dao trung dung rat can trong,
chieng myc va khéng thién léch qua
murc. Theo Khéng T, ngwdi quan to
phai luén biét: “... wéc thuc lay minh,
biét nwong theo quy clii ma lam viéc,
thi it hay lam lac, that bai” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 61); “Xao ngbn
lénh sac, ti&n hy nhan” hoac: “X&o
ngén loan dwc” tee: “Nhirng 160 hoa
ngdén xao ngl* hay lam xao 16n dic
tinh: néi tot ra xau, ndéi xau ra tét”
(BPoan Trung Con, 1950c: 249). Hon
thé, Khéng T& phan: “Ta ghét ké loi
khau, trdo trd vai tai siém ninh cla no,
né c6 thé lam nghiéng nwéc dd nha
(BPoan Trung Con, 1950c: 279).

Do d8, 6ng cho rang, phai nhin hanh
dong cla ngudi ta d& phan xét thuc
hw chr khdng can cr vao 1&i ndi, hinh
thirc bé ngoai; va: “Hra nhiéu ma lam
it, nguwoi quan t& 1y lam hé then”
(Poan Trung Con, 1950c: 229). Khéng
T dé ra nguyén tdc ma ngay nay van
con hiru dung khi phan xét con nguoi.
Ong néi: “Khi trwéc nghe ngudi ta néi,
ta tin rang nét hanh cta ho phu hop
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v&i 101 néi cha ho. Ngay nay, nghe
ngwoi ta noéi, ta phai quan sat hanh
déng cta ho c6 phu hop véi I&i noi
cua ho chang”. Nguwdi ngoa ngbn dep
ma ma thwc viéc khéng lam dwgc thi
cling khdng c6 gia tri gi.

Khdéng T ciing trong nhan dic hon la
tai bién luan. Ong tirng nhan xét vé
hoc trd tén Ung - Nhiém Trong Cung,

cla minh: “Cé tai bién luan ma lam gi?

DPéi v&i ngudi, néu minh dung tai bién
ludn ma dan ap ho thi ho oan ghét. Ta
chéng biét ngudi Ung c6 nhan hay
chang, nhwng co tai bién luan ma lam
gi” (Poan Trung Con, 1950c: 67). Khdng
T& ciing cén dan: “Nguoi quan tlr diéu
gi chang biét thi bé qua ma chang noi”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 199).

V&i Khdng T khong cé dirc nhan thi
kho co thé lam dwoc gi vi: “Cay muc
khéng cham khéc dwoc; vach bang
dat bun, khong t6 vé dwoc” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 71).

Néi di déi véi lam |1a nguyén tac dwoc
Khéng T&r dwa ra dé& kiém nghiém
dang sai. Ong néi: “Nhw ai dam luan
dao ly mét cach day dan ranh mach,
minh khoan nhan cho ho la nha dao
dlrc. Hay quan sat coi ho co6 phai la
bac quan t& chang, hay chi la ké coé
cai 16t khéo 1éo bé ngoai ma thoi”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 171). Hoc di
doi v&i hanh cling la nguyén ly trung
dung ma Khéng T& ludn nhin manh
cho cac dé tur. Ong noi: “Nhw c6 ai da
doc thudc hét ba tram thién trong Kinh
thi, dwoc bac qudc trwdng trao quyén
hanh chinh cho minh, nhwng cai tri
chang xudi; dwoc phai di st dén cac

nwdc & bdn phwong, nhuwng tw minh
chang co tai wng dbéi; nguwdi ay dau
hoc nhiéu, nhwng c6 biét dung tai hoc
cta minh chang?” (Poan Trung Con,
1950c: 201).

2.4. Trung dung trong tu dwéng
dao dirc ca nhan

Trong céch day nguoi, Khéng Tt can
cl¢ vao trinh d6 hiéu biét cia tirng
hang nguwoi dé dwa ra cach day phu
hop véi ho. V&I ngwdi méi vao hoc,
6ng day vé van tw, dién tich va cach
xt sy trc khoa Hinh nhi ha. O trinh
dd cao hon, 6ng moi gido héa ho &
khoa Hinh nhi thwong va sé dé t& &
khoa nay rat it. Khdng T& can dan dé
tlr mot cach can ké: “Ké nao chang
phan phat lén dé hiéu thong, thi ta
chang gitp cho hiéu théng dwoc. Ké
nao chang rang 1én dé té y kién minh,
thi ta chang khai phat cho dwoc. Ké
nao da biét rd mot géc, nhung chéng
chiu cdn cl vao d6 dé biét luén ba
goc, thi ta chang day k& dé nia”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 101).

Trong gidng day, Khéng T chi ré vai
trd cla nguoi thay khi phan biét cac
dé tor ma co liéu lwong, cach thirc
giao duc khac nhau, khdong rap khudn
may moéc. D6 1a: “Dbi véi nguoi biét
nghe dé tu chinh. Ma minh chang chi
day, thi minh lam thiét thoi mét doi
nguoi. Déi véi ngudi chang biét nghe
ma minh chi day thi udng I&i néi ma
thdi. Nguoi tri chdng dé thiét thoi mot
doi ngudi, cling chang dé udng phi Ioi
noi” (Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 243).

Song, 6ng cling chi ré véi déi twong
qua kém coi: “Nguoi nao chang ra
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coéng tim toi, nhw lam viéc chi, chang
tw héi: t6i phai lam cach gi? t6i phai
lam lam sao? nguwdi nhw vay, ta cling
chdng c6 cach gi ma chi bdo cho
dwoc” (Poan Trung Con, 1950c: 247).

Mat khac, Kh6ng T cling phan biét rd
rang gilra nguwdi c6 drc va ngudi cod
tai an néi. P 1a: “Nguwdi co dire at co
tai ngbn nglr; ngwdi co tai ngbn ngly
chwa chac la cé dirc. Ngwdi cé nhan
thi c6 long diing cam; ngwoi ding
manh chwa chac c6 nhan” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 217).

Nguwdi trung dung phai biét gitr chirng
muwc, tng X v&i méi hang nguwdi thir
bac khac nhau, can phai dung liéu
lwgng trong ng xi&, khong dwoc
cing nhac theo nguyén tac sé héng
viéc. V&i cha me: “Lam con thd cha
me, nhu thdy cha me 14m 16i thi nén
can gian moét cach diu ngot. Nhw théy
y t&r cha me chang thuan theo Ioi
khuy&n clGa minh, thi minh van mo6t
long cung kinh ma chang trai nghich.
Nhw cha me gian ma khién minh lam
coéng viéc cwc khd, chéd dem da oan
gian”; va khi: “... cha me con sanh tién,
phan lam con ch¢ di choi xa. Nhw di
choi dau thi thwa trwédc cho cha me
biét ddng cha me yén tam” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 59).

V&i bé trén hay bé ban ciing can phai
khom minh, gil(r dung cach &ng x&
trung dung, ding mwc dé tranh hau
hoa. Khéng T dan hoc tro: “Minh lam
quan, thy bac quéc trwdng chang hbi
qua (hdi thuc, thuc duc) thé ma nay
can, mai gian, lam cho bac quéc
trwdng chan ghét, thi than minh chang

bi nhuc dé théi. Minh lam ban, théy
bang hiru chadng stra nét, ma cw
khuyén lon mai, 1am cho bang hiu
budn gian, thi tinh ban phai xa (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 63).

O chd khac, Khéng T nodi: “Nhw ban
c6 16i, minh nén hét I&i can gian, ma
phai néi mét cach khéo léo, diu ngot.
Nhw ban khéng nghe thi minh nén théi;
dirng ndéi dai ma mang nhuc” (Poan
Trung Con, 1950c: 195). Nhirng IO
can dan vé dao ly rng x& gitra cac
th bac ngwoi trong xa hdi dé ngay
nay van gil* nguyén tac dung.

Trong vén dé xuét x& gila trung va
hiéu, Khéng T ciing gidi quyét van
dé rat thong thai ding tinh than (rng
x&r mém déo cua tw twéng trung dung,
ch&r khéng cbd chép, cirng nhac. Vé
viéc Quan Trong khong tw t&r theo chu
ci ma lai quay ra giup ké thu cua
minh & Té Hoan cbéng, Khéng Tw
khoéng tan thanh viéc ty tlr theo chu cl
va coi d6 |a cai chét ngu trung. Pay 1a
quan diém rat méi cla 6ng so VOi
nhirng nguoi dwong thoi. Vé viéc
Quan Trong theo Té Hoan céng lam
nén coéng nghiép I&n, lam ba chd cac
nudc chw hau, Khéng Tt khang dinh:
“Chinh nho tai cai tri cia nguwdi ma
thién ha ddi loan ra tri; cho dén nay
dan chudng con hwédng an dirc cua
nguwoi (Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 223).

V6i tinh than hoc hdi khéng ngirng
nghi va rong mé, Khéng T cho réng
con nguoi can thau thai, chon loc cai
hay d& & nguoi doi dé gan loc lay cai
tinh hoa ctia hg, dé6 mai la ngudi trung
dung, khoéng kiéu ngao hay xué xoa.
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Biét gan loc, ké thira cling la trung
dung. Ong nodi: “Trong ba ngudi di
dwéng, minh véi hai nguoi niva, at co
ngwdi 1a thdy ctia minh. Minh chon
diéu lanh, diéu phai ctia ngudi nay dé
lam theo; minh xét diéu di, diéu quay
cla ngudi kia dé sira déi ldy minh”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 109).

2.5. Trung dung trong cac quan hé
xa hoi khac

Nguwoi c6 phdm chét trung dung truwée
hét Ia ngwdi nhan, trng x&r dung muec.
Do la nguwdi: “... h& mubn tw lap lay
minh thi cling lo ma thanh 1ap cho
nguwdi; h& mudn cho minh théng dat
thi cling lo cho nguwdi thdng dat; hé x
véi minh thé nao thi cling x&r Voi
ngwdi xung quanh minh thé 4y. D6 1a
nhirtng phwong phap phai thi hanh dé
tr& nén nguwoi nhan dirc” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 97).

Trong cach cai tri dan, ngwoi quan te
cling can chinh sach dung muc, sai
dan, khién dan phai dung thoi vu. Luc
néng nhan coé thé sai khién dan, vao
mua vu can han ché sai khién dan.

V&i cac codng viéc khac, Khéng T noi:

“Chang huén luyén dan ma bét ho di
danh giac, dé la dwa binh linh dén chd

thua, ché chét ma théi” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 213).

Viéc cai tri dan theo trung dung can
phai cé th&r bac, trwdc sau, khong thé
céu tha hay hap tap lam trwéc diéu gi.
Phdi m& mang phat trién kinh té dé
“‘dan dong Ién, giau co Ién, sau d6 méi
gido héa ho” (BPoan Trung Con, 1950c:
263). CO6 nhw vay moi dem lai hiéu

qua thiét thyc. Khi dan con doi thi
khéng thé néi dén gido hoéa.

Cai gi thai qua la trai voi trung dung
va tré nén cé hai, phan tac dung. Cac
dién bién trong thwc tién da du kiém
nghiém tinh dung dan va gia tri cia tw
twdng nay. Khéng TG nhiéu lan néi:
“Cung kinh qua |1& thanh ra lao nhoc
than hinh; can than qua |& thanh ra
nhat gan; diing cdm qua |é thanh ra
loan nghich; ngay thdng qua 1& thanh
ra gat géng, cAp bach” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c: 121).

Vé van dé ban tinh con ngui, Khdng
T ciing phan x& rat dang myc. Quan
niém nay khoéng thién léch vé phia nao
va rat gan voi cach hiéu hién dai.
Trong ndi bé Nho gido, cd ngudi coi
ban tinh con ngudi la thién hay ac
nhwng éng gidi quyét mot cach trung
dung va co ly khi coi: “Nguwoi ta thay
déu gidbng nhau, vi ai ndy déu co cai
bdn tinh lanh; nhwng b&i nhiém thoi
quen, nén ho thanh ra xa khac nhau”
(Poan Trung Con, 1950c: 269). Ban
tinh con nguwdi 1a khéong cd dinh,
khéng cirng nhic ma thay dbi theo
théi quen, mdi trworng séng.

Vé van dé hanh-tang, lam hay khéng
lam, &n hay hién, Khéng T ciing thé
hién trung thanh tw twéng trung dung
clia minh mot cach nhat quan va linh
dong, tranh hai cwc siéu hinh, may
moc, cbt sao cho hop 1& va phu hop
v&i dao nhan, nham dat muc dich cao
nhat. Diéu dé thé hién rat rd trong
Luén ngir, Khéng T da néu rd ngudi
trung dung khéng chap nhat cai cb
dinh ma phai tuy co va quyén bién:
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Bac quan t&r lam viéc cho thién ha,
khéng viéc gi cb y lam, khéng viéc gi
cd y bd, hé hop nghia, hop 1&, hop
dao va hop diéu thién thi ctr lam, mién
la dam bao sy trung chinh hay chinh
dao, khéng cb dinh, clrng nhéc. Bé
dat t&i trung dung, Khéng T& quan
niém doi khi phai bd di cai tiéu tiét dé
nhdm t&i cai dai thé, khong rap khuén
ma phai tuy bién dé lam, mién & dam
bao cai Ién. Khi ban vé sw xuét xt, di
hay & ctia B4 Di, Thuc Té, Ngu Trong,
Di Dat, Chau Trwong... thdi nha An
va Chu, Khéng T néi: V& phan ta, ta
khac v&i cac éng dy. Chang c6 viéc gi
ma ta quyét dinh phai lam, chang co6
viec gi ma ta quyét dinh phai bd”
(Boan Trung Con, 1950c: 293).

Nghfa 1& con nguoi can cé dic thoi
trung, luc lam quan thi lam quan, luc
bd di thi bd di, khéng cd chap, cirng
nhc thai qua. Bung vai cbt 16i, tinh
ty cla tw twdng trung dung dwoc hoc
gia doi sau ghi lai dwéi day.

Khéng T& ndi: quan t thoi trung tirc
ngwoi quan té phai tuy thoi ma gilr
chinh dao. Luc can nhanh thi nhanh,
luc can cham thi cham, khi nao can
gitr gin, khi nao can buéng bé, khi nao
can tién I&n, khi nao can lui lai, ngudi
quan tt& phai luén (rng bién hop voi
thoi dem lai két qud mong mubdn. Vi
dao ménh méng va mau nhiém nén
phai tuy théi ma séng theo dao, khéng
thé c6 chap moét khoang khéng gian,
thoi gian nao. Phai (’ng xtr v&i tinh
than df bat bién (rng van bién, tic lay
cai khong bién (rng v&i muén van cai
bién. Thich (rng vé&i thdi con cé nghia

la khéng thién léch vé phia nao, khéng
bao thd, khéng cap tién, nhanh hay
cham tuy nghi tng bién linh hoat, chi
khéng vi thién ha ma “madi tran léng
got” nhw Mac Dich, khong ich ky vi
ngd nhv Dwong Chu “nhd mét soi
I6bng ma lgi cho thién ha cling khéng
lam”. Trinh TG thi coi: tuy thoi bién
dich di tong dao da, tirc theo thdi ma
doéi thay dé& ma gitr 1ay dao vay (Ly
Minh Tuén, 2005: 110, 125).

Nhan xét trén day da phan nao ndi 1én
gia tri cbt 16 cua tw twéng trung dung
ma Khéng T& da day cong xay dung
va mang lai nhiéu gia tri khéng chi
dwong thoi ma ca cho hau thé.

3. KET LUAN

Trong dao Nho cta Khéng T, trung
dung gan lién v&i nhan, 1&, nghia, tri,
tin. Theo do, diéu gi hop nghia, hop
dao ly, hgp 1ong nhan thi thi hanh mét
cach linh hoat ma khdéng cd dinh,
ctrng nhac. Trung dung cho phép con
nguoi theo dudi cac chudn muc nhan,
nghia, &, tri, tin bang cac gidi phap
quyén bién mién la ddm bao dwoc cai
cbt 16i 14 1dng nhan trong con ngudi.
Trung dung la ding gitra, khdng thién
léch, khéng thai qua, la cach ng xtr
va hanh déng dung myc va linh hoat
cla con nguwoi tranh siéu hinh, may
moc va cé gia tri & moi thoi dai néu
biét gan loc mot cach hop ly.

Trong moi hoat dong wng x& gilra
ngudi véi ngudi va thé gidi, trung
dung 1a sy thé hién mém déo, dung
muwc, la noi di doéi v&i lam mobt cach
thwc chat va hiéu qua. Trong cach
giao duc con ngudi, trung dung yéu
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cau giao duc phai dung déi twong, dbi
twong quyét dinh phwong phap, gido
duc phai c6 liéu lvong véi tirng dbi
twong ch® khong cirng nhéc; va hoc
phai di d6i v&i hanh méi cé y nghia.
Trong cac quan hé xa héi, trung dung
thé hién sw hanh tang doc dao, mém
déo. Pay 1a gia tri tich cuc vé tw
twdng trung dung cta Khdng T& ma
ngu®i doi sau can hoc héi va lwu gitr.
Tuy nhién, khi gidi quyét theo tw
twdng trung dung trong moét sb van dé
cu thé, Khdng T&r cé mot sd bat cap.
Nhu theo 6ng: “O’ xém ta, ngwdi ngay
thdng cu xt& c6 khac; cha che 16i cho
con, con che 16i cho cha; tinh ngay
thdng van ngu trong d4” (Poan Trung
Con, 1950c¢: 207). Céach giai quyét nay
bi nguoi ddi sau phé phan Ia thién vé
tinh cdm ma coi thwong trat tw ky
cuong phap luat.

Trung dung nham hoan thién dao dirc
nén cling la ly twéng, muc tiéu khong
chi cla ngwoi quan t&¢r ma cla moi

nguoi ndi chung, du khéng dé dat dén.

CHU THiICH

DPang nhw Khdng T tirng néi: “Trung
dung la cai dc hanh tét cwc diém.
Nhwng tiéc rang lau nay it nguoi dat
t&i mirc 4y’ (Poan Trung Con, 1950c:
97). Chinh Khéng T ciing thira nhan:
“Danh rang ta chadng duwoc hang
ngudi dat dén mac trung dung déng
ta truyén Dao, nhwng trong cac dé t
cla ta, ta c6 dwoc hai hang nay: 1/
hang cudng tirc 1a hang ngudi cé chi
cao thuong, tuy chéng dat chi nguyén,
ché chang bd d& cong viéc; 2/ hang
quyén tlrc 1a hang ngudi co tiét thao
trong sach. Nguwdi cudng thi cé strc
thn tha trén duwong dao ly; nguoi
quyén thi gitr gin khi tiét; chuyén
chang hop nghia thi chang lam”
(BPoan Trung Con, 1950c: 209).

Tuy c6 nhirng han ché mang tinh lich
st va giai cap & tw twéng trung dung
cia Khéng T& nhung tw twdng nay
cling thé hién ly twdng huwéng dén
mot xa héi trong d6 moi ngudi cd dao
dlrc hoan thién, (rng x(¢ hai hoa va
nhan van. Q

M Trung Dung trong bai nay in trong T Tho: Pai hoc - Trung Dung do Doan Trung Con dich,
Tri Blrc Tong Tho xuét ban ndm 1950; Ludn ngi¥ in trong T Tho: Ludn ngd va Manh Tt in
trong T Tho: Manh Ti, Thuong Manh Tir déu do Poan Trung Con dich, Tri Birc Tong Tho

xuat ban nam 1950.
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