JOHN STEINBECK
CUOC POI VA HANH TRINH VAN CHUONG

HOANG THI THAP'

Nha nghién cttu Van hoc My Lé Dinh Cic trong cudn Tdc gia van hoc My
(th€ ky XVIII — XX) m& dau bai viét vé John Steinbeck bang mot nhan dinh:
“That khé khan khi viét vé John Steinbeck. Con ngudi néi tiéng dy lai “ndi tiéng”
trén nhiéu phuong dién. Nha van, nha tho, nha chinh tri va ké xam luoc”('). That
vay, khong dé khi viét vé mot ngudi séng tao ra nhitng tdc pham vin chuong giau
gia tri nhan van, ting dugc nhan giai Nobel van chuong nam 1962, lai cho con
trai sang tham chién tai Viét Nam va ban than ciing sang Viét Nam vao cudi nam
1966 ddu nam 1967 dé tuyén truyén, c6 vii cho hanh dong xam lugc clia My
(John Steinbeck da bi rit nhiéu nha phé binh van hoc va doc gia trén thé gidi 1én
an hanh dong nay va doi tudc bd giai thuéng Nobel van chuong doi véi ong).
Déu vay, da gin nira thé ky troi qua ngudi ta van khong thé phi nhan tai niang
van chuong va nhiing dong gdp cua o6ng doi véi van hoc hién dai th€ ky XX.
Trong pham vi bai viét nay chiing t6i muon cung cip cho ban doc mat s6 tu liu
can thiét dé chiing ta hiéu rd hon vé con ngudi — nha van nay.

Noi t6i John Steinbeck nguoi ta lién tudng ngay t6i dia danh: Salinas thudc
bang California, dia danh di lién v6i tén tudi, su nghiép ctia o6ng. Thi trin
Salinas nam giita thung liing con séng Salinas tri phd, nhin ra bién Thai Binh
Duong, canh ddy Gabilan ky vi, mién Dat hita cia ngudi My dau thé ky XX, la
noi nha van da sinh trudng, va sau dé duoc dung lam badi canh cho hau hét cac
tdc phdm clia 6ng. Noi day, John Steinbeck bi€t dén cudc séng clia nhitng con
nguoi mang diu an nguyén thuy, ban nang trong mdt khong gian thién nhién
rong 16n, cach xa th€ gidi van minh, rat yén binh vé bé ngoai nhung dén nén
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nhiing bi kich bén trong. Cudc séng ay duoc mo ta trong Pong co Thién duong
(The Pasture of Heaven,1932), Con ngua do ( The Red Pony, 1937), Thung
liing dai (The Long Valley, 1938), Phia dong thién duong (East of Heaven,
1952) ... Salinas ciling la noi John Steinbeck bi€t dén cudc song clia nhiing
ngudi lang thang di cac mau da, lai tap chung dén tir khap cdc chau luc, nhiing
ngudi sau nay duoc tdi hién sinh dong trong cdc pham Tortilla Flat (1935), Pho
hang cd (Cannery Row, 1945), Thit nam ngot ngao (Sweet Thursday, 1954).
Ong ciing timg lang thang 1am thué trong céc nong trai khip viing California,
tham gia dinh cong cling nhitng cong nhan nong nghi¢p, nhap vao doan ngudi
di cu tir Oklahoma dén California, ching kién nhitng bién dong dit doi cua thé
gidi trong nhitng nam1930 - 1940 phan chi€u trong xa hoi California... Tat ca
nhiing gi quan sét, cam nhan tir cudc dau tranh khoc liét dé dugc ton tai, dé giit
gin phdm gid con ngudi diu “bat phan thing bai” da duoc 6ng sit dung dé viét
nén nhitng tdc phdm dé doi Trong trdn ddnh bdt phdn thdng bai (In Dubious
Battle, 1936), Ciia Chuét va Nguoi (Of Mice and Man, 1937), Chiim nho phdn
n¢ (The Grapes of Wrath, 1939), nhiing tic pham khong chi phan dnh dugc
nhitng dé tai thoi su néng bong ma con chuyén tdi dugc nhitng van dé c6 tinh
vinh ctlru ciia con nguoi.

John Steinbeck (1902 -1968), sinh trudng trong mot gia dinh trung luu, goc
Dic, cha 1a thi quy ngan hang thi tran, me 1a gido vién & mot truong nhd. Puoc
nuoi dudng rat day du trong nép séng binh an, muc thudc clia gidi tu san thanh
thi nhung Steinbeck lai uva thich cudc séng phéng khoang, tu do cta nhiing
nguoi dan ban xt. Tot nghiép trung hoc nam 1918, Steinbeck doi gia dinh di
lam thué trong céc nong trai, tho né, lam dudng... Nam sau, 1919, 6ng ghi tén
theo hoc nganh Sinh vat hoc tai Pai hoc Stanford nhung 6ng da bo d& dai hoc
khi chua ¢6 dugc tdm bang nhung khong hé nudi ti€c. Nam 1925, Steinbeck roi
California di New York dé thuc hién uéc mo. Khéi ddu nghé viét lach bang
viéc xin vao 1am phéng vién cho Bao New York, ong c6 gang cho xuét ban mot
s0 truyén ngan nhung khong thanh cong. Tuy vay, ong ciing da viét dugc cau
chuyén ctia Henry Morgan tén tuéng cudp bién kiéu hung thé ky XVII, nhitng
tu liéu sau ndy ong da st dung dé viét tiéu thuyét dau tien: Chén vang (Cup of
Gold, 1929).

Trd vé Salinas, Steibeck xin lam chan gac vudn, trong coi mot ngoi nha 1€ loi
trén ndi, nhin xu6n hé Tahoe finh mich, noi 6ng viét Chén vang. O tic phdm
ndy, véi mot chit lang man, nha vin da ti€u thuyét hda cudc doi cha cuép bién
Henry Morgan, nhan vat sau khi tré thanh tuéng cudp giau c6, quyén luc lai
theo dudi hinh béng hu 4o tuyét trin clia mot ngudi dan ba dé roi v& mong.
Chén vang dugc xuat ban nhung khong mdy thanh cong, tuy nhién Steinbeck
khong nan, ong ti€p tuc viét. Thoi gian nay ong gap Carol Henning, ngudi sau
d6 khong lau trd thanh v va 1a nguoi gép sic rat nhiéu cho thanh cong trong su
nghiép cta 6ng nhitng nam 1930.



JOHN STEINBECK... 95

Tiép theo Chén vang 1a tap truyén Dong cd Thién duong (1932), tic pham c6
su tién bo so v6i cudn sich trude. Steinbeck goi tdc phim nay 1a tiéu thuyét
nhung ding hon né 1a tap truyén viét vé cudc song cla nhitng nguoi trong
thung ling Las Praderas del Cielo, phu can Sallinas. M6i chuong 1a mot cau
chuyén doc 1ap. Mai lién hé duy nhét gitta cac cau chuyén la boi canh chung
vung Las Praderas del Cielo - Salinas. Chinh céu tric nay ggi su co don cua
nhiing con ngudi trong d6. Ho ¢6 chung niém say mé dat dai, tinh yéu mdu thit
v6i thién nhién, cing song trong mot vung dat tuoi dep nhu “vuon dia dang”
nhung moi gia dinh, tham chi mo6i nguoi nhu mot 6¢ dao, xa cach. Sau Pong ¢d
Thién duong 1a tiéu thuyét Giri vi thdn chiua biét (1933), ké chuyén mot chl
nong trai & California tho than thién nhién dén mdc bi &m anh, cudi cung tu
hién minh ciing than. Nhan dé cta tdc pham dugc 14y tir kinh Veda ctia Hindu
gido. Mbi doan c6 diép khic: Ai la ddng ma chiing ta ddang su hy sinh? Diém
yéu clia tac phadm la su tan duong than thién nhién rat dai dong, tuy nhién chinh
tdc pham nay budc dau boc 16 cai nhin va cdch thé hién hai huéc cla téc gia sau
dé duoc hién 10 trong Tortilla Flat. Nam 1933, Civici, 6ng chil clia nha xudt
ban Covici — Friede, dén Chicago va tinh ¢& mua dugc cuén Dong co Thién
duong. Ong ta rét thich cudn sach nhung khong biét tac gia John Steinbeck 1a
ai. Lan hoi, ong ta duoc biét tdc gia cta cudn sach vira bi tra lai mot ban thao,
dé6 chinh la ban thao cuoén Tortilla Flat. Covici — Friede da c6 cong trong viéc
ghi ddu thanh cong dau tién cua Steinbeck trén van dan vao nam 1935. Tortilla
Flat 1a su két hgp cia mot chiit 1ang man, su hai hudc va hién thuc. Steinbeck
néi rang: “Toi mudn mang cdu chuyén thi tran Monterey ciua toi vao truyén
thuyét, truyén thuyét King Arthur. Bé la mot truyén thuyét hién dai vé nhiing
con nguoi khong nha cita, nghé nghiép kiém tim tu do va su hai long noi “madnh
ddt bi chita bd quén”(*). TAt ca céc nhan vat trong tiéu thuyét tuy duoc miéu ta
v6i giong diéu hai hude, diéu cot nhung khong mot chut khinh thi ma hoan toan
cam thong. Nhitng con nguoi von bi goi mot cach miét thi 1a Paisanos (Paisano
la tir chi loai nguoi tap ching, lang thang & California nhitng nam dau thé ky
XX) hién Ién trong su vu i cua tac gia. Ho trom cdp, u6ng rugu say sua va lam
tinh... mot cach tu nhién vuot moi khuon phép. Ho la nhitng ké ky quac nhung
trong 16i ké ctia nha van ho 1a Con ngudi. Tortilla Flat dugc phat hanh, dong
dao ban doc wva thich n6 nhung cac nha phé binh thi khong.

Sau khung hoang kinh t€, nuéc My nhiing nam 1930 1a nhitng nam thuc
hanh chinh sach Kinh t& xa hoi mégi. Nam 1934, chinh sach Kinh t€ xa hoi méi
khién cho hang tram nghin gia dinh néng dan bi mat ruong dat. Cung véi d6 la
mot tran han hdn khac nghiét da kéo dai ¢ cac bang. Gié manh va nhitng con
bdo cat da tan phd mién Nam khién cho viing nay ndéi danh Ia xt bui. Khoang
800.000 ngudi dugc ménh danh 1a Okies (cach goi khinh miét danh cho nhiing
nguoi di cu) di roi khoi cac bang Arkansas, Texas, Missouri, Oklahoma huéng
vé Mién dat hita California. Dong ngudi di cu khéng 16 trd thanh thim canh
khung khiép cua nuéc My. California khong phai la thién duong. Ngay tai noi
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day ciing da thudong xuyén dién ra nhitng cudc ddu tranh khoc liét gitta giai cap
chti nhan va thg thuyén, néi ding hon 1a cudc dau tranh gitta con ngudi véi con
ngudi dé ton tai trong mot the giGi hién dai ddy bién dong. Cuén Trong trdan
ddanh bdt phdn thdng bai viét vé cudc dinh cong cla nhitng cong nhan hdi tdo
trong thung liing viing California. C6 thé coi day la tdc pham tiéu biéu nhét cta
thoi ky khung hoang kinh té€, ctia nhitng tranh chap xa hoi. Steinbeck khong
phdi 12 nha chinh tri, 6ng 12 nha van, tdc phdm ctia 6ng khong phai 1a cuon sach
tuyén truyén tu tudng ma la tdc phdm nghé thuat. Hon nita 6ng da t6 16 quan
diém clia minh mudn “thé hién vdan dé vinh citu ciia con nguoi: cudc chién voi
chinh bdn than anh ta”. Ngay nhan dé va dé tir clia tdc pham ciing phan ndo goi
mo cho y tudng nay. Trong trdn ddnh bdt phdn thdng bai nguyén vin 1a “In
Dubious Battle”, 12 cum tir trong cau tho dé tir clia tdc pham (dé tir cua tac
pham 12 chin cau tho dugc trich trong trudng ca Thién duong dd mdt (Paradise
Lost) cua John Milton), “cudc ddu tranh bdt dinh trong nhiing dong bdng cua
thién duong chong lai ngdéi vi ciia chiia”. Dung tam ro rang, ky thuat miéu ta
khach quan vdi rat nhiéu d6i thoai (83 % s6 dong 1a doi thoai), Steinbeck da thé
hién né luc ctia con ngudi trong cudc ddu tranh khoc liét gitta thién va ac trén
ca hai binh dién xa hoi va ca nhan trong mot hoan canh méi: xa hoi hién dai.
Nam 1937, Cua Chu¢t va Nguoi dugc xudt ban. Ngay tir khi méi dugc phat
hanh, tdc pham da dugc dén chao rit nong nhiét, thu hit su quan tam cla gidi
nghién citu. D6i v6i phan dong doc gia, khong chi & My, tdc pham quan trong
nhat clia Steinbeck bao gid ciing 14 Chiim nho phdn n¢ - tic phaim ma hau nhu
su thanh cong da gin lién vdi lich sit nudc My, nhung véi giGi nghién cttu phé
binh thi tdic phdm déng ké nhat, thanh cong nhat dua nha vin nay vao céc nha
van hang ddu cha vin hoc hién dai lai 12 Ciia Chuét va Nguoi. Tac phdm c6
dung lugng hon 100 trang ké vé hai cong nhan nong trai lam thué, lang thang,
gan bé va nuoi chung mong wdc danh dugce tién trong s6 tién luong it 6i dé€ mua
mot trai riéng nhung khong bao gio trg thanh hién thuc véi mot két thic bi
tham, 4m anh nguoi doc. Ky thuat viét dam bac, khong chau chuét cau ky,
ngudi ké chuyén hau nhu khong lui vao ndi tam nhan vat nhung tam ly van hién
16 ranh r€ qua d6i thoai va hanh dong. Tac gia danh 16i n6i cudi cing cho nhan
vat va doc gia. Khi viét xong ban thdo, thé hién dung ¥ clia minh, nha van dat
tén tac pham la Moi viéc da xdy ra nhu thé’ dé (Something That Happened). V6i
nhan dé nay, 6ng chi nhan minh 1 “nguoi ké chuyén ké lai mot cdach cé y thiic
cdu chuyén da xdy ra chir khong dua ra mot chi ddan nao”(). Tuy nhién, Ed
Ricketts da goi y Steinbeck nén dung y tit cau tho trong bai tho To a Mouse,
mot bai tho rdt muc bi quan cua Robert Burn (1759 — 1796), “moi ké" hoach
can ké nhdt cua chuoét va nguoi thuong di dén thdt bai”(*) (The best laid
schemes 0’ mice an’ men gang aft agley). Nhan dé cuing vé6i dién bién va két
thic clia tdic phdm goi cho ngudi doc hiéu ring chu dich cua tac gia khong chi
nham thé hién tinh trang xa hoi va tam trang bap bénh clia con ngudi trong
hoan canh d6 ma st dung hoan canh va tam trang 4y lam diém nhan dé nang
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noi dung tdc phdm lén binh dién cao hon, binh dién thudn tdy triét 1y, mot thit
tri€t Iy bi quan. V6i Ciia Chuot va Nguoi, dudong nhu Steinbeck da thé hién cam
nhan sau sic vé€ than phan con ngudi trong th€ gidi hién dai. Con ngudi vira
ddng trong trong nd luc vuon Ién dé giit gin phdm gid, dé ton tai ding nghia con
ngudi, vira dang thuong bai su bat luc trude dinh ménh.

Nam 1934, Steinbeck song & Pacific Grove, lam cong tac vién cho Thoi bdo
California. Toa bao yéu cau 6ng viét mot thién phéng su vé cdc nong dan mién
Bio c4t (Dust Bowl). Ong da Ién dudng va, nhu trén da néi, nhap vao dong
nguoi di cu, song va lam viéc v6i ho. Thoi gian nay 6ng da gap va két ban véi
Tom Collin, mot ngudi di cu, di gidp nha van rat nhiéu, cling 1a nguoi
Steinbeck cam phuc. Tom chinh la ngudi c6 tén trong 10i dé tang cuén Cham
nho phdn né (Steinbeck dé tang vg va Tom: To CAROL who willed it. To TOM
who lived it). Suét trong thoi gian d6, Steinbeck da viét mot loat phong su dang
trén Thoi bao California. Nhitng bai bao d6 sau nay dugc tap hop lai va xuét
ban vao nam 1936 duéi nhan dé€ Dong mdu ciia ho dang suc séi (Their Blood is
Strong). D6 1a nhitng tu liéu song 1am co s& cho Chuim nho phdn no sau ndy.
Trude khi ¢6 ban thao Chum nho phdn néd, Steinbeck da hoan thanh mot ban
thao khac khoang 60 nghin tir. Nhung ban than nha van ciing khong hai long vé
n6 va dua cho Carol doc, doc xong ba néi: Anh hay dét n6 di. Steinbeck da viét
mot tic phdm khdc, mot “tdc phdm I6n” nhu 6ng mudn. Va, tic phadm vdi tén
Chiim nho phan né, nhan dé duge 14y tur trong Kinh thanh theo goi y cta Carol,
da hoan thanh bon thang sau dé va dugc xudt ban nam 1939. Sau khi xuét ban
mot nam, Chium nho phdn n¢ duoc nhan giai Pulitzer. Pay ciing 1a tdic phdm
dau tién nha xudt ban uy tin Viking nhan in cua Steinbeck. T day cho dén nam
1975, 25 tac phdm khéc ctia ong déu do nha xuét ban nay 4n hanh. O nha xuét
ban Viking, Steinbeck da gap duogc Elizabeth Otis, dai dién cua 6ng & nha xuét
ban, nguoi trd thanh ban than thiét véi ong dén tan cudi doi. Hau hét nhiing ban
khoin riéng tu cling nhu cong viéc sang tdc 6ng déu viét thu trao ddi véi ba.

Cau chuyén vé hanh trinh cua gia dinh Joad trén con dudng qudc 160 66 chay
tron cdi chét noi qué nha, huéng vé mién dat hia California gn giéng hanh
trinh clia ngudi Israen trong Kinh thanh chay tron ngudi Ai Cap vé mién dat
htta Canaan. Tuy nhién “mién ddat Canaan ddy nho va mdt ong”(’) khong cé
mat trong Chitm nho phdn né, khong c6 thién dudng trong tdc phdm nay, chi c6
4o anh vé thién dudng. Nhitng nhan vat trong Chium nho phdn né thuc hién
cudc hanh trinh trong mot khong gian mo mit, khai dau 1a chay tron cai chét,
két thic van cdi chét van bua vay. Ding nhu Louis Owens da nhan xét: “Cdc
nhdn vdt nhu bi sdp bdy trong mot mé cung khong 16i thodr”(®). Thuat lai s6
phan bi tham cua nhitng ngudi néng dan, trai chi nho bi cung kiét bdi hé thong
ngan hang va bdi khi hau khong t6t, di vé Mién tay va chi thdy mot thién dudng
doi trd sau mot hanh trinh khung khié€p, nhiéu nguoi da ghép ong vao mot hé
thong tu tudng chinh tri ndo d6. Trudc phan ing cuc doan, 6ng noi rang: “Néu
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tac phdm dé trinh bay moét cach manh liét nhitng bdt cong va bénh vuc cho
nhitng nan nhdn, khong phdi vi thé chiing cé tinh cdch chinh tri. Pon gidn, t6i
chi muén dé cao quyén song cia con nguoi, chong lai tdt cd nhiing gi chéng lai
con nguoi”(’). Chim nho phdn n¢ khong dua ra mot giai phap rd rét nao nham
giai quyét van dé xa hoi nhung cuon sich da dau tranh that su cho hang nguoi
bi bd quén, dong thoi xdc nhan dic chiu dung, long can ddm va dé cao phdm
cach ctia con nguoi.

Dai chién II dang dién ra, cam thdy minh bi c6 1ap khoi cudc chién,
Steinbeck khong tranh khoi chan chudng va c6 phan bé tic. Ong thudng xuyén
gap g0, trao d6i, 1am viéc dai ngay trén bién cing Ed Ricketts. Nam 1944,
Steinbeck li di Carol dé két hon véi dién vien Gwyn Conger. Cudc hon nhan thit
hai ton tai bon nam, ho c¢6 hai con trai. Gwyn dé nghi li di vao nam 1948.
Trong thoi gian Pai chién II, ndm tdc phdm cua Steinbeck dugc xudt ban. Lang
bi bé quén ( The Forgotten Village, 1941), Bién Cortez (Sea of Cortez, 1941),
Trang ldn (The Moons is Down, 1942), Thd bom (Bombs Way,1942), Pho hang
cd (Cannery Row, 1945). Ciing nhu mot s6 nha van cung thoi nhu James
Farrell, John Dos Passos, sau mot s6 tdic pham lam nén Thoi dai vang son ciia
tiéu thuyét My, Steinbeck da xuong doc. Cac tdc phadm dugc vira ké trén khong
may thanh cong. Trdng ldn 1a cau chuyén khang chién chong phat xit Duc tai
Nauy, mot tdc phdm bi phé phén ca noi dung 14n nghé thuat. Thd bom 1a cuon
sdch viét theo dé€ nghi cta chinh phi. Khi My chinh thic tham gia chién tranh,
Steinbeck mudn ding tai van chuong phuc vu chinh phii. Ong dugc goi y viét
moOt cudn sach vé cong viéc huan luyén phi cong chién dau. Muc dich chinh tri,
cuon sach khong mot chuit gid tri nghé thuat. Phd hang cd la cudn sach gan nhu
lap lai dé tai va k¥ thuat cua Tortilla Flat, trén mot boi canh hién thuc chinh
xdc, thi tran du lich bién Monterey. Sau chién tranh, Steinbeck ti€p tuc cho xuat
ban mot s6 tic pham. Chuyén xe buyt lac duong (The Wayward Bus, 1947)
thuat lai chuyén di cia mot nhém hanh khach tinh co cling nhau di trén mot
chuyén xe dén Mexico nhung chiéc xe da lac duong trong mua lii trén canh
dong mu mit. Cau chuyén tugng trung cho thé giéi thu nhd cta nuéc My hién
dai duoc nhin qua nhém hanh khach tu ting trén chiéc xe chat troi. Vién ngoc
trai (The Pearl, 1947), mot kiéu ngu ngon (parable), ké lai chuyén mot cap vo
chéng dan chai ngheéo Mexico luon khao khat thay déi duoc cudc song, khi tim
duogc mot vién ngoc trai ky la, ¢6 gid tri 16n, thay vi dugc hanh phic, ho roi vao
khon khé, bat hanh vi né. Véi noi dung tu tudng nhu vay, tdic phdm nay dén
nay, ddu thé ky XXI, n6 vin la tdc pham dugc giang day trong trudng trung hoc
€O sO & hau hét cac bang trén diat My.

Nam 1948 Steinbeck sang Lién X0, vira v6i tu cdch phéng vién vira véi tu
cich du khach, ciing vé6i nhiép anh gia Robert Capa. Ong di tham thii nhiéu noi
Moscow, Kiev, Tiflix, Batum ... V& MJ, ong cho xudt ban tap du ki khong c6
tinh chat chinh tri nhan dé Nhdt ki ¢ Nga (Russian Journal, 1948). Tap ki thé
hién cdi nhin kha khach quan cta 6ng vé Lién X6 (c6 1€ boi muc dich chuyén
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di nay trong sang chtt khong mu quang nhu chuyén di sau nay dén Viét Nam
vao nam 1966-1967). Nam 1948 ciing 1a ndm nhiéu mét mat tinh cam d6i véi
nha van. Cudc hon nhan thit hai dé v& dé lai nhiéu khé sd. Ed Recketts ngudi tri
ky, nguoi huéng dao cho tu tudng cuia 6ng bi chét vi tai nan xe hoi tham khoc.
Steinbeck bi shock mot thoi gian. Cudc gap gb v6i Alaine Anderson Scott vao
nam 1950 da khién cudc séng nha vin can bang trd lai. Cudoc hon nhan nay
hanh phtic tron ven cho dén cu6i doi.

Tuyét tw (Burning Bright, 1950), mot tdc phdm ma téc gia néi ¢ phan mo
déu 1a mot tiéu thuyét kich. Ong mudn tao ra mot thé loai méi, thé loai ma 6ng
da co gang thé hién trudc d6 trong hai tic phdm Cua Chuot va Nguoi va Tréng
lgn. Nhin chung, Steinbeck c6 nhitng nd luc dé tim toi, sing tao nhung nhiing
tdc pham vira ké trén khong dem lai cho su nghiép clia 6ng gid tri méi. Phai dén
nam 1952, nam tdc pham Phia déng thién duong dugc xuit ban thi tén tudi clia
ong méi dugc chd y trd lai. Phia dong thién dwong 1a mot tic pham 16n, 16n vé
dung luong (hon 600 trang), 16n vé su da phic cta dé tai. Pay la tdic phdm
mang nhi€u cao vong nhat ctia nha van.

Bung lén bang Phia dong thién duong dé roi sau d6 ngon lla sdng tao clia
Steinbeck lim dan, cho dén cudi doi hdu nhu 6ng khong c¢é duogc tic pham nao
dang ké. V6i Thit nam ngot ngao (Sweet Thursday, 1954), Steinbeck mot lan
nita 1ap lai Tortilla Flat nhu da ting lap trong Phé hang cd. Triéu dai phi du
cua hoang dé Pippin IV (The Short Reign of Pippin IV, 1957), 1a cuén sach bi
gidi phé binh van hoc My kich liét phé phan, chinh nha van ciling nhan ra that
bai ctia minh. Cuén Mia dong lo budn cia chiing ta (Winter of our Discontent,
1961) ciing khong c6 gi sdng sta hon. Steinbeck gan nhu can kiét cam hing
sang tao. Nam 1960, nha van mudn thuc hién mot chuyén di vong quanh nudc
My dé tam thoi thodt ra khoi nhitng bic boi clia cudce séng (ngudi vo thi hai, da
li di, ciing hai con trai thudng gay phién todi cho nha van). Ong mang theo chi
ché yéu Charley di qua gan khép cdc bang va tr6 vé vé6i ban thao cudn Ngao du
cung voi Charley (Travel with Charley), dugc xuat ban nam 1962. Cu6n sach
gan nhu nhat ki ghi lai chuyén di cta 6ng. Trong d6 ong da viét “t6i c6 mot
cdm tuong thdt bai”. Su nghiép van chuong gan nhu chdm dut. Vé6i su xuéng
doc nay, Steinbeck da bi goi la “vi sao rung”(®)

C6 1€ trong cudc doi ctia John Steinbeck bat ngo 16n nhit la duoc nhan giai
thudng Nobel van chuong nam 1962, giita lic ong “cam thdy thdt bai”. Vao
mot sdng thang 10 nam 1962, trong khi xem chuong trinh tin téc budi séng,
ong vo cung bat ngo khi nghe cong bd tén minh dugc nhan giai Nobel. Gidi
quan tam dén van hoc cang bat ngdo hon nita. Cong luan chia lam hai phai.
Nhiéu ngudi ca nggi ong xding déng vdi giai thudng d6 nhung rat nhiéu nguoi
khéc cho rang 6ng khong xiing. Nhitng ngudi khong dong ¥ v6i Vién han lam
Thuy Pién cho ring, doi véi su nghiép van chuong cta Steinbeck thi giai
thudng da dén chAm mudi lam nam, thoi ky oanh liét cia 6ng di qua rdi; rang,
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vao thoi diém nay, 1962, John Dos Passos xting d4dng nhan gidi thuong hon
nhi€u... Nam 1963, vo chéng nha van thuc hién chuyén di sang Chau Au va
mot 1an nita d€n Lién Xo. Tai Lién X6 6ng da c6 cudc gap gd voi cac nha van
Nga. D6 1a “mot chuyén di thodi mai” nhu 6ng nhan xét khi trd vé My. Tir day
dén lic qua doi Steinbeck chi viét thém dugc cuén duy nhat Nudc My va N guoi
My (America and Americans, 1966). Cudc doi va su nghiép ctia John Steinbeck
dén day c6 thé xem 1a tuong d6i hoan toan néu nhu khong c¢6 mot hanh dong
ma nhiéu ngudi cho la dién r6 clia nha van rdt nhan van nay, dé 1a sang Viét
Nam nhu da néi & trén.
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