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Tom tit: Trong lich sir ché o phong kién Viét Nam c6 khong it cac quan vwong anh minh va
tai duc, duoc sir sach luu truyén va ca tung. Dudi triéu Nguyén, triéu dai cudi cing cua ché do
phong kién Viét Nam, c6 vua Minh Ménh (1820 - 1841) ciing 1a mét trong sb cac quan vuong 4y.
Trong suét thoi ky tri vi, 6ng ludn lay vua L& Thanh Téng (1460 - 1497) lam tim guong ca vé
duong 16i cai tri va chi truong phat trién van hién cua dan toc. Ong 1a ngudi danh sy quan tam dic
biét dén van hoa Pai Nam duong thoi véi nhiing vin dé nhu van chuong, thi pha va dic biét 1a dua
ra chu truong khan cap vé suu tam, bién soan thanh sach cac di san vin hoa dang duoc luu truyén
trong dan gian dudi moi hinh thirc dé tranh mai mot.
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Abstract: In the history of Vietnamese feudalism, there were quite a few just, wise, talented and
virtuous monarchs, who were written about and admired in history books. During Nguyen dynasty,
the last dynasty of the country’s feudalism, King Minh Menh (1820 - 1841) was one of such
monarchs. While on the throne, he was always looking at King Le Thanh Tong (1460 - 1497) as an
example both in terms of the way of ruling and the orientation of developing the nation's culture
and civilisation. He was a person who paid special attention to the contemporary culture of Dai
Nam, the name of the country at that time, with genres of prose, poetry and compositions.
Especially, the king ordered the urgent collection of cultural heritage which was existing among his
subjects, and its compilation into books in any form to prevent it from falling into oblivion.
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1. Mé& dau

Trong sb cac quin vuong trong lich sir ché do phong kién Viét Nam, c6 thé khang dinh
rang, vua L& Thanh Téng (1460 - 1497) dudi thoi Lé so va vua Minh Ménh (1820 - 1841)
dudi thoi Nguyén 1a nhitng bac quan vuong quan tdm dén vin hoéa nhiéu nhat. Ngoai vin
héa chinh tri, mot loai hinh vin héa huéng téi muc tiéu nhan vén theo tinh than Nho gido,
& d6 van dé tri qudc an dan, quan hé vua t6i duoc dit 1én hang dau, con co cac loai hinh
van hoéa khac nhu: van chuong, van hoa giao dyc... va dac biét 1a van hoa dan gian, duoc
Cc4c Vi vua nay quan tdm véi nhiing quan niém, quan diém khac nhau. Trong bai viét nay,
chung t6i tap trung phén tich quan diém cua vua Minh Mang vé nhitng van dé van héa
duogc thé hién qua tac pham Minh Ménh chinh yéu, thién tha mudi bay: “Muc sung van”.

2. Quan niém caa vua Minh Ménh vé vai tro vin chwong

Trude hét, vua Minh Ménh 1a nguoi dé cao giai tri thae Nho hoc, dac biét 1a cac quan
van ludn duge ddi Xt cao hon quan v4. Cu thé, naim Minh Ménh tht 5 (ndm 1824), “vua ra
Iénh cho cac quan trong kinh, van tir ham tong tam pham, v6 tir ham tong nhi pham tro 1én,
déu duoc du ban trong triéu dinh. Sau lai cho quan van tuy chua dén tam pham ma da liét
vao hang duong quan déu duoc du” (Qudc sir quéan tridu Nguyén, 1994, tr.14). Dic biét,
trong viéc hoan thién bd may nha nude, nam 1822, Minh Ménh thiét 1ap Han 1am vién, mot
co quan tach riéng khéi Van thu phong dé phu trach cong viéc soan thao céc chiéu, sach,
ché, cdo cua nha vua ban bb cho quan than hoic toan dan. Ping dau Han 1am vién la
Chuong vién Hoc si, trat Chanh tam pham va Truc hoc si trat Chanh tam pham, cac thuoc
vién tir Thi doc Hoc si, trat Chanh ta pham cho dén Dai chiéu, trat Tong ctu pham. Do
do, viéc tuyén dung nhan vién Han 1am vién rat than trong. Nhimg ngudi duoc tuyén
dung hau hét dd dai khoa, c6 tai van hoc va viét tot.

Pé c6 trinh d6 hoc van, dat giai cao qua cac ky thi do triéu dinh t6 chirc, nhitng quan
van ctia Han 1am vién néi riéng, cac quan van thudc cac pham trat khéc trong triéu dinh noi
chung, deu phai trai qua qua trinh hoc tap va tu dudng, phai doc nhiéu sach, hiéu rong va
SAU C&C véan dé cia van hoa phuong Bong. Chinh vi vay, Minh Ménh rat chi trong dén
van hoa doc, khuyén cac quan bang moi kha ndng tim sach doc dé nhang cao tri lyc con
ngudi. Ong xudng du cho qUan than rang: “Xem séch rat c6 ich cho than tri con ngudi,
nay trong phu chira sach rat nhiéu, cac nguoi trong khi viéc cdng nhan rdi, nén muon vé
nha xem; sau c6 di s Pai Thanh thi nén hoi mua sach ¢ thi, ky thu, va bi vin ma xem”
(Quéc sir quén tridéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.77). Ban than 6ng la ngudi rat ham doc sach, ai
dem hién sach thi c6 thuong. Dbi vai 6ng, sach 1a ngudn tu liéu vé sy hung vong cua ché
d9, 1a kinh nghiém quy bau cho viéc tri nuéc. Ong néi: “Tram sau khi lam muén viéc
nhan rdi, md sach ra coi nhiing sy tich hung phé va ché do doi thay cua cac doi trudc,
cuing 1 cac nhan vat hay do, phong tho di dong, thuong nghi gbp nhit lay dé tham khao.
Xét Bic thanh 1a dat van hién, ai c6 sach vo doi trude dé lai, hodc tap chi cua tu gia va
bi thu cua ngoai qudc, déu cho phép dem dén hién, trdm s& hau thudng” (Qudc st quéan
triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.78-79).
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Nhan thic rat rd tim quan trong cua sach va vin hoa doc, vua Minh Ménh coi d6 13 mot
trong nhitng ngudn géc caa nhan tai. Nguyén tic cua Nho gido vé con duong tu than “bat
diéu muc” (cach vat, tri tri, thanh y, chinh tam, tu than, té gia, tri qudc, binh thién ha) tro
thanh kim chi nam cho nhitng ai ¢6 chi hoc tap va tu tu dudng dé co da pham chat va ning
lyc tién than. Chinh vi vay, Khéng Tt (551 - 479 TCN) 1a ngudi sang lap Nho gia ting
nhan manh rang: “Tir thién tir cho chi thuong dén, ai cling phai lay tu than lam gbc”
(Chu Hi: Ti thw tap chid, Nguyén Bac Lan dich va chi giai, Nxb Vin hoa Thong tin, Ha
Noi, 1998, tr.18). Tur khi nha Nguyén thiét lap vuong triéu (ndm 1802) cho dén thoi tri vi
ctia minh, vua Minh Ménh vén thay trinh d6 cta thudc ha khong dap ang ky vong cua triéu
dinh: “Khi trAm lam théi tir dé tdm vao sach v, cac sir doi Han, Puong, Téng, Nguyén va
Minh, khéng str nao 14 khong xem, nhung khong duoc nhé cho Iam; chot nghi dén viéc doi
Nguyén va Minh dem ra hoi cac bay tdi, thi khdng ai tra loi dwoc, dang chimg chua doc
dén sir Ay chang?” (Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.80-81). Khi d6, Quang ldc tu
khanh Phan Huy Thuc thua véi vua rang: “Tir doi Lé lai day, ngudi hoc vé cir nghiép (hoc
dé di thi) chi doc céc sir Han, Pudng, Téng dé di thi ma thoi” (Qudc st quén triéu Nguyén,
1994, tr.80-81). Nghe vay, vua bao rang: “Tir doi Nguyén, Minh dén Pai Thanh khong
dudi sau bay trim nam, xét dén ngay nay thi tir Téng tr 1én da 1a thai cd roi, ké hoc gia lai
bo gan ma cau xa thé 1a sao?”” (Qudc sir quan tricu Nguyén, 1994, tr.80-81). N6i xong, vua
quay sang quan Thiém su (tirc Lang trung Lé Vin DPuc) dé vi nay lam rd thém. Van Buc
thwa rang: “Than s hoc 1a hoc cai van ctr nghiép dé thoi” (Qudc sir quan tridu Nguyén,
1994, tr.80-81). Vua bao rang: “Van cir nghiép chi ciu né sao cii hi lau, ma hanh dién véi
nhau, dung riéng ra mot mdn, nhan pham cao thap & ddy, khoa truong lay dau hay khéng
do ¢ day, vay nhan tai ngay cang kém, khéng liy gi 1am la vay; nhung tap tuc nhai duyén
da 1au, khé ma ddi ngay duoc, vai nim sau nén ban thay doi dan” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén,
1994, tr.80-81).

Nhu vay, vua Minh Ménh da nhan thte dugc rd rang 16i hoc tir chwong cua Téng Nho
cha yéu duogc &p dung cho viéc di thi va 1am quan (cir nghiép) da tré nén I8i thoi, khdng
gilp ich gi cho viéc dao tao nhan tai cho dat nudc. Ong coi 16i hoc d6 1a “sao cit ha lau”,
va con 1a nguyén nhan lam cho nhén tai ngay cang kém. Diéu d6 di thic day 6ng tién hanh
mot loat cach thirc mai vé gido duc va khoa ctr, ddng thoi tao nén nét van hoa, gido duc
mang dam tinh cach nha nho, nha vua Minh Ménh.

3. Quan niém ciia vua Minh Ménh vé véan dé gido duc - khoa cir

Nim Minh Ménh thir nhat (1820), vua Minh Ménh xubng du cho Nguyén Hitu Than
rang: “Tram lau nay chu trong vé van hoc, y mudn bdi bo nhan tai ma nhan tai chua dugc
bao nhiéu, hoic tu cat nhic nguoi ty tién, con chwa dugce nhur ¢6 nhan ching?”. Hitu Than
tau noi: “Sy day bao phan nhiéu chwa dugc ngudi gioi, cho nén nhan tai it c6 nguoi thanh
tuu” (Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.77-78). Nguyén Hitu Than néu hai véan dé:
nodi dung gido duc va cach tb chuc gido duc chua dem lai két qua mong muén. Minh Ménh
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1a vi vua c6 trinh @6 Nho hoc kha uyén bac, lai chi trong dén vin hoc, tirc 1a cac kinh dién
ciia Nho gia ciing nhu ctia méot sé hoc thuyét ndi tiéng cua Trung Hoa cb trung dai. Tam
gac noi dung “day bao” sang mot bén, ching ta thiy chi trrong ctia 6ng vé thay ddi cach
thire t6 chic gido duc, ma truéc hét 1a nguon nhan luc cho linh vic nay.

Dé ¢ ngudn nhan luc thac day linh vuc gido duc phat trién, vua Minh Ménh nhan thiy
viéc mo cac khoa thi dé tim nguoi tai trong thién ha I viéc 1am vira cip béch, vira lau dai.
Ong xuéng chiéu rang: “Thanh nhan lwu on lai khong gi bang gay dung cho nguol ma ké
vuong gia ra on khong gi bang ma khda thi chon Iy ké si. Hoang khao Thé té Cao Hoang
dé ta, mo khoa thi lay ké si, cir nim Mao nam Dau mé khoa thi Huong di c6 1é thuong.
Nay trdim noi theo co dd Ion, khuéch truong phap do, than dan trong triéu ngoai quan
khong ai 1a khéng dugc nhd on trach, nay muén ma rong ra khiap nha nho, dé rong thém
cai duc thinh hiéu van cua Hoang khao” (Quéc sir quén triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.78). Nhu
vay, chu truong ciia vua Minh Ménh vé mé khoa thi cho moi than dan c6 kha ning, dac
biét 1a “mé rong ra khap nha nho” cho thay, 6ng tiép tuc nang Nho hoc I1én vi thé cao, xang
dang véi vai trd bé do hé tu tudong trong duong 16i tri nudc cua ong.

Tuy nhién, van dé & chd sau cac khoa thi do triéu dinh ma, viéc str dung nhan tai phai
nhu thé nao dé ho phat huy nang lyc caa minh trong viéc phung su triéu dinh. Do d6, nim
Minh Ménh thir ba, vua d¢én nha Van Miéu lam 1& Thich dién (I8 Thanh su), xudng du cho
bo L& rang: “Thanh su? Ia bac chi ton vé 1& nhac mudn doi, cac vi Minh vuong doi ¢b
khong ai 1a khong ton tho, khi tram bai yét, cung kinh nhu Thanh su giam 1am, lai cang
thém nghiém kinh; vay cac quan vién giir viéc phan hién hay boi té, déu nén kinh can viéc
ctia minh, dé to céi ¥ ton su trong dao. Vua xudng chiéu cho quan nha Qudc tir gidm tuyén
cac si tir dau cao, ldy mot traim nguoi bd lam Giam sinh” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén,
1994, tr.79). Nhu vay, vua Minh Ménh coi viéc té 1é Thanh su ngang bang vai viéc té than,
nghia 13 chu té phai thé hién 1ong thanh kinh, phai quan niém thanh than va t6 tién nhu
dang hién dién trudc mat minh dé biét kinh va so (té nhu tai).

Sau nhitng viéc néu trén, van dé quan 1y va gido dudng sinh vién can dugc chinh dén tir
sinh hoat cho dén hoc tap va khao hach. Vua xudng du cho bo L& rang: “Nha Qudc tir giam
la chd trir stc nhan tai, gan day dat thém sinh vién, lai cip luong cho, su bdi dudng tac
thanh dén nay khéng phai mot ngay, cac sinh vién thdm nhuan dao hoc, ciing da c6 thanh
tyu. Nay ra Iénh cac vién Té tiru chon lay 30 tén, do bo ra bai sat hach lai, dé tuy tai ghi tén
bd dung. Roi bon Té tiru Tran Trong Huyén dem danh sach tau 1én” (Qudc sir quén tridu
Nguyén, 1994, tr.82). Tuy nhién, vao nim Minh Ménh thu 6 (1825), Té tau Tran Trong
Huyén trong quéa trinh khao khoa da dé xay ra sai sot, nhan viéc d6 vua Minh Ménh noi:
“Bon Tran Trong Huyén 1a ngudi thay, 1am tiéu biéu cho moi ngudi, ngay thuong khong
cham huan luyén, dén khi tuyén cir lai khong tinh, thuc la phu véi chie phan cia minh 1am
vay” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.83). Sau do, Tran Trong Huyén bi phé truit.

Khéng chi cha ¥ dén trach nhiém cua cac co quan nha nude ddi véi van dé quan ly, gido
duc dao dic cho sinh vién, vua Minh Ménh ciing quan tdm dén chwong trinh giang day.
Trong 10i du cho b L&, dng néi: “Qude g1a dat ra nha QUOC tir gidam 1 dé nudi dudng nhan
tai, nén chon nhimg nguoi c6 duc vong vé van hoc 1am thay day, con chuong trinh giang day

2 Thanh su: nguoi thay dugce ton thanh bac thanh.
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cling nén chude lugng ma ban” (Quéc sir quén triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.83). Do do, “bo [LE]
ban xin trong hoc dudng, trudc hét phai giang ngii kinh va tt thu dé hiéu rd nghia 1y, rdi
giang dén sach chu tir va chu st dé théng hiéu su ly; cir mai thang bbn 1an khao hach, hoic
hoc thém van tht phung ma ra bai hoi nhiing viéc doi nay, dé cho hoc sinh ¢ lich thiép.
Vua chuin y nhu 101 ban va cho thi hanh” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.83).

Viéc chudce lwong chuong trinh giang day c6 lién quan tryc tiép dén noi dung khao hach
va thi ct. Cu thé, trudc do, trong céc ky thi hoc tro, khao quan lai, ai lam tho phu ma
khong diing van déu bi d¢anh hong, nhu vay vo hinh trung, ngudi c6 tai lai bi b6 hep trong
khuén mau cting nhic va kho vuot qua. Cho nén vua bén xudng du cho bo L& rang: “Van
tho rét 12 khd nhé, khi 1am cau tho, vi van han ché, du c6 céi y hay khong sao phat trién ra
duogc, vay ngudi 0 tai trac lai bi bo budc trong muc thudc, thé cé phai 1a y tridu dinh cét
nhic nhan tai khong?” (Quéc sir quéan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.85). Thém nita, “Trudc nay
thi Huong, thi Hoi, Pién thi, vin sach ra hoi ¢ dén ba bon nam tram chir trg 1&n, ma bong
nang ngoai thém, chi tranh nhau c6 mot ngay dai, néu phai dem dau dé viét tinh vi ra thi
phi mét bao cong phu, di c6 tai tt hay ciing bi sac ngay gio 4p bach, khdng thé phat trién
hét duoc uan stc. Vay chuan cho dau dé van sach hoi, déu duoc mién tinh ta, dé cho nguoi
c6 nhan tai thuc hoc mé ta hét duoc uan khic” (Quéc st quén trieu Nguyén, 1994, tr.90).

Nhu vay, vira 12 bac quan vuong, vira 1a nha nho uyén bac, vua Minh Ménh khong chap
nhén su bd hep trong khudn mau gido duc - khoa cur truyén théng Trung Hoa va Viét Nam
von duy tri trong thoi gian dai 16i hoc tir chuwong ¢t dé di thi. Du nhiing nguoi dd dat ngay
cang dong, song nang lyc thuc chat cia ho khong dap ung dugc yéu cau cua tridu dinh.
Bién phap khao hach quan lai dé danh gia trinh @6 quan lai, suy cho cung, 12 bat dic di boi
I& két qua khao hach bao gio ciling di sau thyc tién hoat dong cua ho, néu vi nang luc kém
co6i ma thyc thi quyén luc do triéu dinh giao pho thi hau qua gay ra that khon luong. Chinh
vi vdy, vua Minh Ménh da cha ¥ ngay tir viéc giang tap ¢ Qudc tir giam cling nhu cac
truong 16p ¢ dia phuong, thong qua cac ky khao hach chat ché dé lay nguoi di thi Huong,
thi Hoi. Nhitng chi du, ménh Iénh va chiéu chi cua nha vua vira pht hop véi nhu cau thuc
tidn, vira khuyén khich bang vat chat lai vira két hop véi viéc phat ddi vai nhimg truong
hop vi pham quy dinh cua triéu dinh vé gido duc - khoa cir. Piéu nay cho thiy quan diém
gido duc cua vua Minh Ménh mang ¥ nghia thuc hoc rat cao, trong d6 hoc that, thi that
ludn dugc dit 1én hang dau dé phat hién va sir dung nhén tai cho dit nudc.

Tuy nhién, vai khai niém “nhan tai”, ngoai ndi ham dao dtrc, dac biét 1a dao duc “trung
quan & qudc”, thi tai nang trudc hét 14 & phuong dién van hoc theo tinh than Nho giéo.
Nén vin hoc nay vén chi trong dén hinh thic tho phti nhw mot phuong tién truyén tai hiéu
qua nhat ton chi muc dich ctia Nho gido trong linh vuc chinh tri, dao duc 1a xay dung mot
x& hoi tri binh, hai hoa trén nén tang cac chuin muc dao duc x& hoi va ca nhan. Chinh vi
vy, vua Minh Ménh rit quan tam dén linh vuc van hoc nghé thuat, dac biét 1a tho phii
dic® (Nguyén Huy Khuyén, 2020), tuy s6 lugng cac trudc tac theo thé tho nay chi chiém

3 Tho phii ddc: 14 161 “tryc trin ky su”, trinh bay sy viéc cu thé ctua dau dé, thuong 1a mot cau tho, hodc mot
céu tyc ngit, phong dao, mot thanh ngit. Nguoi 1am phu déc can dién cho rd va hét y ddu bai, theo dau bai
thyc sat ma khong dugc pham dé. Viéc giai thich va phat trién ¥ tir ndi dung ciia cac dau dé néi trén mot cach
phii hop nhit bang mot bai tho goi 1a tho phu dic.
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mét ty trong khiém tén (87/3.600 bai) trong tong sé cac bai tho cua ong con luu lai. Thé
tho nay rat phi hop véi tdm thé cua ngudi chip chinh vi né mang ¥ nghia thong dién
(hermeneutike) cao khi kién giai noi dung cia mot dau dé duoc lay tir mot cau tho, mot cau
tuc ngit, phong dao hoic thanh ngit nao d6. La nguoi ludn kinh trong va né phuc té chat
“hung tai, dai lugc” ciia vua L& Thanh Téng, vi vua dé dua triéu dai Lé so 1én dinh cao cua
su thinh tri. V6i tim thé mudn tré thanh “mot Lé Thanh Téng” cua vuong tridéu Nguy2n, tir
goc do van hoéa vua Minh Ménh timg néi: “Nudc Viét ta mé nudc bang van hién, cac bac
vua hién doi trude déu ¢, duy Lé Thanh Téng thi khdng phai 1a doi nao ciing c6. Nhirng
phép hay chinh tét chép ca & trong str sach, lai con khi ranh viéc thi 1y van nghé lam vui,
truéc tac rat nhiéu, tiéng hay phong nha van con ving vang bén tai moi ngudi. Tram nhé
dén c6 nhan rét lay lam kinh mén” (Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1963, tr.203). Tuy nhién,
6ng van cam nhan c6 diéu gi d6 con thiéu ¢ tho cua vua L& Thanh Tong. Ong mudn nghe y
kién cua quan than vé tho cia minh so véi tho Lé Thanh Tong, nhan d6 hoi Phan B4 Dat:
“Tho cua tram ddi v6i tho Lé Thanh Tén thé nao?”, Ba Pat thua réng: “Tho Thanh Ton phén
nhiéu 1 can cho diéu luyén, con tho ngu ché thi theo tinh canh ta ra, can phat minh vé dao tri
binh, ma 15 tho thdy hing hon”. Vua bao rang: “Khi nhan ha vua t6i cting nhau ngam tho dé
lam vui, hoac khi ciing ngu cai ¥ khuyén rin, ha chang phai liy day l1am céng vu cho tri binh
u!” (Qudc str quén triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.90).

Nhan xét cia Phan B4 Pat rd rang 1a ngu y vé thé tho pha dic vén duoc Minh Ménh
ua chudng, n6 hoan toan phu hgp va khac biét véi tho cta cac “van si”, vi vay, Minh
Ménh néi vé thé va dung cia tho nhu sau: “Pham lam tho ma dung chit, cin phai binh
thuong dé hiéu, ngdm doc lau cang thay céi y vi sau xa, néu dung chir hiém héc, quai di
dé cho dep loi, coi 1au thay nhat ma vo vi nhu thé thi dung lam gi” (Quéc sir quén triéu
Nguyén, 1994, tr.91). Hon nita, “Tho phai luyén cai linh tinh hon cac ¥ mudn khac,
nhung cai hoc ctia Pé vuong khac véi ngudi thu sinh, tuy 13 ngdm vinh, trong van ngu y
vua véi nudce, vai nhan dan, néu khong thi ciing 12 mogt van si thoi, thi sao ¢6 hon dugc...
Bai thé tram mdi khi c6 1am dwoc bai nao, tit phai dwa cho bon cac ngudi xem, d6 1a
mudn tham khao y kién moi nguoi, khdng mot 1oi ndi nao khac ca, vay khong biét tho
cia trdm di vao hang dién nha chua, va c6 thé truyén vé doi sau dugc hay khong!”
(Quéc str quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.91).

Nhu vdy, vua Minh Ménh cho ring, tho va bon phan tri nuéc caa bac quan vuong cé
mdi quan hé mat thiét voi nhau, trong d6 tho “lam cong vu cho tri binh”, 13 15i huan thi
bang nghé thuat thi ca dé cam hoa con ngudi mot cach hiéu qua hon. Néu nhu vua Lé
Thanh Téng dtng dau nhém Tao Pan véi 28 nha tho xuét sic (nhj thap bat td) chuyén binh
tho cua vua, ndi tiép dong mach tho ciia vua bang nhirng ngdn tir tinh xao dé dién ta cai
dep cua canh vat, thi & vua Minh Ménh, tho ng 1am dwoc quan than binh pham dé sao cho
dé doc, dé hiéu va dé thiy trong do “cai y vi sau xa”. Theo vua Minh Ménh, néu tho 6ng
dat dén dinh cao nghé thuat thi ca nhu vay, s& thudc “hang dién nha” va “co thé truyén vé
doi sau”. D6 ciing 1a tim thé, 12 nd luc ciia 6ng dé tro thanh “Lé Thanh Téng cua Vuong
triéu Nguyén”.

18



Tran Nguyén Viét

4. Quan niém ciia vua Minh Ménh vé vain dé bao tdn c4c gia tri vin héa dén toc

Trén day, chung t6i da dé cap dén quan niém vé vai trd caa quan vuong “hung tai, dai
lwgc”, nhitng 6ng vua “mé nudc bang van hién” ma tiéu biéu 13 Lé Thanh Téng, ngudi
duoc vua Minh Ménh coi nhu mot tim guong vé tri nude cling nhu lam rang r& nén van
hién do béng van hoa nghé thuat. DPén luot minh, chinh Minh Ménh da thé hién sy tran
trong ddi véi cac di san tinh than quy gia do tién nhan dé lai cho dan toc bang cach kéu goi
suru tam va bién soan céc di san d6 trong dan gian. Cu thé, vao nim Minh Ménh thir mudi
bay (1836), vua xuéng du cho bo L& rang: “Nudc An Nam tir doi Hong Bang tré xuébng,
ngudi bay t6i trung, nguoi con hiéu thuong khong thiéu nguoi, ma gidng vat ky di nhu
réng, ran, chim mudng ra bao diém lanh lai ciing khéng it, trudc nay phan nhiéu nha dan
truyén lai, ma khong c6 ghi chép dé khao ctru, nay ciing nén tim kiém moi noi xem xét cho
rong” (Quéc st quan tridu Nguyén, 1994, tr.92).

Péi voi linh vyc van hoc, vua Minh Ménh rat quan tdm dén trudc thuat cua cac danh
than van si cac doi trudc. Nam Minh Ménh tht hai muoi, “vua sai cac quan dia phuong tim
kiém céc tho van cii con lai trong nuéc, bén xuéng du rang: “Nudc Dai Nam ta vén xung
1a van hién, nhitng danh than vin si cac doi khong thiéu gi nguoi, trong khoang ay tat ciing
¢6 nhiéu van trudc thuat, chi vi trude nay khong chép thanh sach, dén ndi mat mat khdng
kiém ra duoc. Nay truyén du cho cac quan dia phuong do hoi cac quan lai, si, thir dan, nha
ai con cat giir cac tac pham tho vinh, minh Ky (térc vin bia) hoac tir pht, khdng ké 1au doi
hay gan day ké nguyén dem dang 1én thi khen thudng, ké khdng mubn ndp quan thi muon
nguyén ban sao ra, giao cho Vién han 1am bo L& chon nhiing tac pham hay, gop lai lam
thanh sach, goi 1a Nam Thé Anh Ba luc khic ban in, dé to ra triéu dinh cha trong dén viéc
van” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.99-100). Pé ching minh cho quan diém cua
triéu dinh vé viéc van, vua Minh Ménh d3 sai thi thin Truong Pang Qué va Lé Vin Puc
doc cac bai tho vinh Ha Tién caa Nguyén Cu Trinh va Mac Thién Ta. Tam dac véi bai
Kim di# lan dao cia Nguyén Cu Trinh, ong noéi: “Ngam y noi trong cau tho thi Nguyén Cu
Trinh ¢6 cai tai lam dai than dam nhiém trong trach trong nuéc vay” (Qudc st quén
triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.100).

Khoéng chi viéc van, viéc bién soan cac b sir ciing duoc tridu dinh hét stc quan tam.
Vua giao cho Truong Ding Qué lam tong tai s& Thuc luc, ddng thoi giao nhiém vu cho so
nay “ghi chép dé su tich rd rang vé sau. .. phai co ngudi ky cuu tham khao viéc di qua, ngd
hau b6 khuyét cho van hién” (Quéc str quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.99). CAc su tich do
duoc khai thac tir cac quan trong Nam va ngoai Bic, ca nhimng ngudi di nghi huu hay
duong chuc, tham chi tir mot ngudi dan thuong cao tudi nam dugc cac sy tich déu duoc
vua khuyén khich “hoi k§ ghi chép liy dé da tai liéu 1am su, tham khao nhu thé chinh 1a
céi y chap nhat da con hé ma 1am 4o ciru” (Qudc sir quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.99). Ngoai
van va str, vua Minh Ménh con chu y dén viéc bién soan danh phép céc loai dong thyc vat
trong nudc dé tién tham khao. Piéu d6 cho thdy, vua Minh Ménh 1a nguoi c6 tam nhin
khoa hoc kha da dién vé sy vat va hién tuong ma trude d6 chung ta it thdy & cac bac quan
vuong khac. Ong ndi véi Tham tri bo L& Phan B4 Pat rang: “Tén cac c6 cdy chim mudng,
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trudc nay theo nhau xung hd, phan nhiéu chua dwgc 16 rang, ciing nén mot phen khao ciru
dé goi dung tén. Vay nén chon ngudi chirc Quang loc, Thai thuong va thudc vién & nha
nao it viéc, déu 1dy mot hai ngudi, truéc hét dem nhitng loai chim cé ra tham khao ban
dinh véi nhau ma ghi chép thanh sach” (Quéc str quan triéu Nguyén, 1994, tr.101).

5. Két luan

Vua Minh Ménh 1a mét trong sé it cac bac quan vuong trong lich st ché do phong kién
quan tdm dén c4c van dé cua vin hoa, tir van hoéa doc cho dén linh vuc suwu tim van hoa
dan gian. Ong khang dinh, nudc ta trong cac thoi ky 1ap quéc ciing nhu kién thiét dat nudc,
déu lay van hién 1am nén tang. Do d6, khdng phai ngau nhién ma khai niém “sing van”
(sung bai van hoa, van hién) tré thanh tiéu dé cua thién tha muoi bay cua sach “Minh
Ménh chinh yéu. Véi tu cach 1a nguoi dimg ddu mat triéu dai, vua Minh Ménh khéng chi
thé hién tam thé “stng van”, ma con c6 nhitng dong gop 1y luan cho van hoc nghé thuat, sir
hoc va cac bo mon khoa hoc khéc cho dat nuge. Ong ludn chi trong dén su phét trién vin
hoa dan toc trén co s¢ tran trong, tim toi va nghién ctiru di san van hoa dan tdc, khich Ié
tinh than séng tao ra nhitng cai méi dé 1am cho nén van hién caa dat nuéc ngay cang phong
phu thém. Diéu dé dang nhan thay ¢ 6ng la quan niém dung dan vé cac loai hinh vin hoa
ciing chinh & nhitng nhan t6 tich cyc nham thuc day van héa chinh tri ciia ong di dung quy
dao cua duong 16i tri nude theo tinh than Nho gido va phi hop véi thyc tién doi séng chinh
tri - x4 hoi cua dat nude dudi thoi tri vi caa 6ng.

Ngay nay, c4c van dé van hdéa ma vua Minh Ménh quan tdm van cé nhiéu gia tri giau
tinh thuc tién, chang han nhu cach thirc va noi dung gido duc cua triéu Nguyén va cua dat
nudéc hién nay tuy cd khac vé ban chét, song yéu cau “hoc that, thi that va nhan tai that” rd
rang c6 nhiéu su trong ddng. Hoc that, thi that khdng chi 1a mét trong nhitng phuong dién
cua thuc hoc, ma con 13 ménh Iénh dao dtrc d6i voi nguoi hoc va cac nha quan Iy giéo duc.
Diéu nay con lién quan dén van ménh cia dat nudc, boi thiéu nhan tai that thi dat nude s&
bi tut hau, kém phat trién so véi thoi dai. Ching t6i hy vong Pang va Chinh phu, dic biét
la Bo Gido duc va Pao tao, can dua van dé “hoc that, thi that va nhan tai that” thanh
chuong trinh nghi su caa cong cudc “ddi mai cin ban va toan dién nén gido duc” nudc ta
hién nay. Véi tinh than “6n cb nhi tri tan”, viéc tham khao kinh nghiém lich sir tir quan
niém cua vua Minh Ménh vé vin héa n6i chung, vin hoa gido duc - khoa ctr n6i riéng la
hoan toan c¢6 y nghia ddi vai linh vuc gi4o duc - dao tao ¢ nuéc ta hién nay.
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