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DAT RA HIEN NAY®

'y Nam B¢ la ving dat déc thii ca vé dia 1y, cw dan va

ca vé Phdt gido Nam tong Khmer. Ddy la ving dat phi

nhiéu do phii sa séng Mé Kéng boi dap qua hang ngan nam lich
sir va ¢6 dieu kién tw nhién thudn loi véi khi hdu nhiét ddi gio
mila, dat dai mau mé, rdt tot cho sw phdt trién néng - lam - ngur
nghiép. Nguon tai nguyén thién nhién ¢ day rat da dang, phong
phi, ddc biét la tai nguyén ddt, rimg va thuy hai san. Trong qud
trinh phdt trién cua lich sit, ving ddt nay da thu hit nhiéu luong
ddn cu dén sinh song, trong d6 cé ca cue dan tir nhiéu viing trong
cd nwGe va cuw dan tir cde nude lang giéeng dén sinh song, lap
nghiép. Vivay, viéc nghién civu sau nhirng déc diém vé ving dat,
cw ddn va ddc diém ciia Phdt gido Nam tong c¢é ¥ nghia cho viéc
quan triét van dung vao qua trinh thue hién chinh sach dan téc
va chinh sdach tén gido trong giai doan hién nay va nhitng nam

tiép theo.

Twr khéa: Cu dan Tay Nam B9; Phat gido Nam tong Khmer;
Chua Phat gido Nam tong; Nha su; Chinh sach ton gido.

1. Pit van dé

Trén co s& nghién ciru vé Chinh sach d6i voi
td chire, hoi doan, chire sdc, nha tu hanh, co s¢ thd
tu cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer vung Tay Nam
Bo dén nam 2020, tam nhin 2030, bai viét chat loc,
khdi quat va rit ra nhitng diém chinh vé dic diém
ving dat, cu dan va nhat 13 dic diém cia Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer vung Tay Nam B§. Tur do, rit ra
nhitng van dé can chi ¥ trong nhan thirc day du tinh
phtec tap ca v& mat lich st va hién tai vé vung dat,
con nguoi, hé phai Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, ngoi
chua, su sii gop phan nang cao hiéu qua trong thuc
hién chinh sach ton gido va chinh sach dan tdc trén
vung dét nay.

2. Tong quan nghién ciru

V& van dé vung dét, con ngudi va Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer ¢ khu vyc Tay Nam B¢ dugc nhiéu nha
nghién ctru dé cap, trong do, chiing t6i da tiép can
mot s6 cong trinh tiéu biéu nhu: Vieong quoc Phil

Nam - Lich swt va van héa (Ninh, 2005); Luoc si
viing ddt Nam Bé Viét Nam (Hoi Khoa hoc Lich st
Viét Nam, 2006); Nhitng ngoi chia 6 Nam B¢ (Lién,
1995); Phit gido trong doi song ciia ngieoi Khmer
Nam Bé (An, 2003); Ton gido - Tin nguong cua cdc
cw dén viing dong bang séng Ciru Long (Cuong &
Ngoc, 2005); Phdt gido Nam tong Khmer trong boi
canh thong nhat va héi nhdp (Nhon, 2008).... Tac
gia tiép can va ké thira cc cong trinh nghién ciru
trén dé di sdu nghién ctru va rit ra nhitng dic diém
ndi bat vé ving dét, cu dan, dic diém cua Phat giao
Nam tong Khmer. Tir d6, d& xuat cac kién nghi vé
nhan thirc, gop phan ning cao hiéu qua trong thyc
hién chinh sach ton gido va chinh sach dan toc &
khu vuc Tay Nam BJ.

3. Phwong phap nghién ctru

Céc phuong phap dugc sir dung trong bai viét 1a
cac phuong phap chuyén nganh ton gido hoc va lién
nganh, trong d6 c6 phuong phap nghién cuu lich str,

* Bai viét 1a két qua nghién ctru ciia dé tai khoa hoc cdp Bo “Chinh sach dbi véi t6 chirc, hoi doan, chirc
sac, nha tu hanh, co s¢ tho tu cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer ving Tay Nam Bo dén ndm 2020, tam nhin

2030” (nam 2014).
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phuong phap so sanh, phuong phap thu thap thong
tin bang quan sat tham du, bang hoi, phong van siu,
phuong phéap phan tich va tong hop...

4. Két qua nghién ctru

4.1. Pic diém vang dit, cw dan ving Tdy Nam
Bj

Vé ving dat. Tay Nam B0, mién Tay Nam B9,
ving dong bang Nam B hodc ving dong bang
song Ctu Long la viung cuc nam cua Viét Nam.
Tay Nam B¢ ¢6 12 tinh va 01 thanh phd truc thude
Trung wong la: Long An, Tién Giang, Bén Tre,
Ddong Thap, Tra Vinh, Vinh Long, Can Tho, Séc
Trang, Bac Liéu, Ca Mau, Hau Giang, An Giang,
Kién Giang va thanh phé Can Tho. Theo sb lidu
ctia Tong cyc Théng ké Viét Nam nam 2011, tong
dién tich cac tinh thudc ving Pdng bang song Cuu
Long 1a 40.548,2km? va tong dan sd cua cac tinh
trong vung la 17.330.900 nguoi (Bach khoa toan
thu mé Wikipedia, 2012). Tdy Nam Bo vé phia Bic
giap bién gioi Campuchia véi duong bién gidi dai
340km; phia Tay giap vinh Thai Lan; phia Nam
giap bién Dong véi duong bo bién dai 743km, co
vung lanh hai rong 36.000km? (c6 143 hon dao) va
phia Dong giap song Vam Co.

Pay la ving dat phi nhiéu do phu sa séng Mé
Kong boi dap qua hang ngan nam lich str va c6 diéu
kién ty nhién thuan 1¢1, khi hau nhiét déi gié mua,
dat dai mau md, thuan lgi cho sy phat trién nong -
1am - ngu nghiép. Ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién &
day rat da dang, phong phi, dic biét 1a tai nguyén
dat, rimg va thuy hai san. Chinh vi vdy, trong qué
trinh phat trién cua lich str, ving dat nay da thu hut
nhiéu ludng dan cu dén sinh sdng, trong d6 ¢6 ca cu
dan tir nhidu vung trong ca nudc va cu dan tir cac
nude lang giéng dén sinh song, 1ap nghiép.

Vé cu dan. Vung dat Tay Nam Bo khong chi co
cac cu dan Khmer, ma con cé ca nguoi Viét, nguoi
Hoa va ngudi Cham khai khan. Trong d6, nguoi
Khmer la cur dan c6 mit & ving dat nay 1au doi nhat.

Theo s6 liéu tong diéu tra dan s6 nam 2009, dan
s6 toan ving Ty Nam B¢ c6 17.447.266 ngudi
(chiém khoang 21% déan s ca nudc), trong do
ngudi Kinh ¢6 16.036.217 nguoi (chiém 91,91%
dan s toan vung), ngudi Khmer co 1.260.640
ngudi (chiém 7,22%), nguoi Hoa c6 192.435 ngudi
(chiém 1,1%), nguoi Cham c6 14.982 ngudi (chiém
0,08%). Ngoai ra con c6 mot sé it cu dan cta cac
dan toc khac nhu Tay, Nung, Thai, Muong... voi
dan s6 khoang 4.600 ngudi (chiém 0,02% so vai
dan s6 toan vung). Bén nam 2019, dan s6 toan ving
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1a 17.273.630 nguoi. Cing véi khu vyc mién nui
phia Bic, Tay Nguyén, Tdy Nam B [ mot trong ba
vung trong diém vé van dé ton gido va dan toc; co vi
tri chién luge vé quéc phong, an ninh; c6 tiém nang
kinh té 16n, nhung lai 1a nhitng ving cu dén chdm
phat trién nhat cta nudc ta hién nay. Vi vay, su on
dinh va phat trién & nhiing ving trong dlem nay co
¥ nghia dac biét quan trong ddi véi sy 6n dinh va
phat trién ctia ca nudc.

Cac cu dan nguoi Kinh, nguoi Khmer, nguoi
Hoa, nguoi Cham... ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ da co
nhiéu thé ky song xen k&, gan giii nhau trong hanh
trinh dung nudc va giltt nude ctuia dan toc. Qua trinh
¢b két Ay da tao nén truyén thong doan két ca trong
d4au tranh chéng thién nhién va ca trong du tranh
chéng ap buc boc 16t, chong gidc ngoai Xam ciing
nhu trong khal khan ving dit mau m& nay. Tiép ndi
tmyen thong ay, tir khi ra doi dén nay, Dang ta da
ké thira va phat huy manh mé truyén théng do, da
doan két tap hop moi thanh phan dén cu, dén toc va
ton gido, thuc hanh nhat quan chinh sach dan toc,
chinh séch ton gido nén da phat huy dugc stic manh
téng hop cua ca dan toc, 1am nén nhirng thanh qua
vi dai trong su nghiép d4u tranh gianh doc 1ap dan
tdc, trong sy nghiép xay dung va d6i moi dat nude.
Ngoai mdi quan hé véi cac cu dan trong nude, cic
cu dan vung ddng bao cac dan toc thiéu sd ¢ khu
vuc Tay Nam B0 con co mbi quan hé voi cu dan
ngudi Hoa ¢ Trung Qudc, cu dan ngudi Chim &
Campuchia va cu dan nguoi Islam gido ¢ Indonesia
va Malaysia.

Vé hinh thai cu trd, cac cu dan nguoi Khmer
thudng cu tré thanh timg phum, séc twong ddi riéng
biét, co tinh khép kin, kha tach biét vdi cac cong
ddng cu dan khac. Thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong
ctia ngudi Khmer xay dung theo to chirc tu quan
phum, séc kha bén viing. Viéc quan 1y xa hoi truyén
thdng cua ngudi Khmer theo mot co ché van hanh
dic biét, bao gdm quyén luc cong dong va vai tro
cua Phat giao Nam tong.

Cu dan nguoi Khmer 14 cu dan nong nghiép
trong lta nuéc. Ho chu yéu 1am rudng, riy, canh
tac lta nudc, trong cdy nong san, ky thuét canh tac
da dat dén trinh d6 kha cao. Cac cu dan Khmer c6
tdp quan lao dong kha dic trung, do 1a hinh thic
van cong, d6i cong. Trong nhitng ngay ban ron, vao
mua, cac gia dinh trong cung mot phum, séc thuong
gitip nhau d6i cong. Ngoai san xudt nong nghiép,
nguoi Khmer & khu vie Tay Nam B con c6 mot s6
nghé thii cong, chin nudi, danh bat thuy hai san va
thuong nghiép. Ngay nay, hon 90% déan sé Khmer
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song bang nghé noéng, trong loa va hoa mau. Tuy
nhién, nén nong nghiép cua ho vé co ban van 1a nén
kinh té tiéu néng, phu thudc 16n vao thién nhién va
bap bénh. Hién nay, s ho nghéo, tai nghéo van con
chiém ty 1¢ kha cao, c6 noi 1én dén 30%.

Vé thiét ché vin hoa truyén thong, ngudi Khmer
¢6 mot nén vin hod truyén thong kha phong pha va
dic sac, van hoa cua nguoi Khmer mang dam nghi
18 ctia cur dan lta nude gan véi hé thong 18 hoi, voi
tuc tho than lién quan dén mua mang néng nghiép. ..
Vin hoa cua ngudi Khmer mang ddm mau sic ton
gido cua Balamon glao va Phat gido. Su dan xen va
hoa quyén giita cac yéu t6 vin hoa trén da tao nén
nét dac trung riéng cho van hoa cua nguoi Khmer o
khu vuc Tay Nam B9.

4.2. Ddac diém Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
viung Tday Nam B{

Mot la, Phat giao Nam tong Khmer co chung
mét nguon goc véi Phat gido Campuchia

Theo chung t61 dac diém trén c6 thé dugc luan
giai trén ba phuong dién chinh sau:

- Phat giao Nam tong Khmer 1a Phat gido theo
truyén théng truyén thira. Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer dugc cac nha truyén gido tir Nam An Do
theo phai Thuong toa bo (Phat gido Nguyén thuiy)
vuot bién t6i Sri Lanka, Myanma, Thai Lan, theo
duong bién t6i ving song Mé Kong (Campuchia)
va sau d6 vao ving phia Nam Viét Nam. Truyén
thong truyén thira cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
dad song hanh cing dan toc khoang mudi thé ky.
Theo truyén thong d6, ngudi Khmer Nam tong ciing
chi tin tho mot vi Phat, d6 1a Phat Thich Ca. Truyén
thdng truyén thira cia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
xudt hién vao thé ky thir IX, gan véi dé ché Khmer.
Su ling xudng ctia Phat giao Béc tong va Mat gido
khi d6 da nhuong chd cho Phat gido Theravada
(Nguyén thuy) vion 1én manh mé, vuot troi. Chinh
vi vdy, nhiéu nha nghién ctru Phat hoc dd khing
dinh, trong sy vuot trgi cua Phat gido Nguyén thuy,
c6 dong gép khong nho cua Phat gido Sri Lanka,
Indonesia, Myanma, Thai Lan. Trong tinh h¢ thong
4y, Phat gido Campuchia cung véi Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ chinh 1a mot
tiéu hé thong cua Phat gido phia Nam An Do. Dudi
gbc do Phat hoc thi, gido Iy Phat gido Nguyén thiy
1a gido ly Phat gido thuc hanh, gido Iy huéng dan tu
hanh - cam tay chi viéc tirc “thuc tu, thyc chimg?”.
Chinh dic diém nay da gitp cho Phat gido Nguyén
thity bam try vitng chic vao ving dat ma cac cu dan
noi day trinh d¢ van hoa, dan tri chua cao va phat
trién trong sudt muoi thé ky qua trong cong dong
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nguoi Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam Bo.

- Phat giao Nam tong Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam
B theo truyén thdng Kinh tang van hé Pali'. Duéi
nhan quan cua cac nha nghién cru Phat hoc va cua
chinh céc nha su thi truyén thong nay duoc xem la
¢ xua va “chinh théng”. Pali con goi 1a Nam Phan,
1a mot ngoén ngit thugc nhém An - Aryan Trung
cb hay Prakrit. Nam Phan 1a ngon ngit kinh dién
cua Phat gido Nam tong, dung trong viéc chép kinh
cung tung niém (hién vin dang duoc s dung phd
bién trong tin dd), trong d6 ¢6 bd Kinh Tam tang (tén
theo tiéng Nam Phan 1a Tipitaka). Ngay nay, Pali
duogc nghién ctru chu yéu 1a dé tim hiéu cac bo kinh
cua Phat gido Nam tong va thuong duoc st dung
dé tung niém trong cac nghi thirc t& 18. Cac trung
tam 16n nghién ciru va sir dung tiéng Pali van ton
tai & cac nude c6 truyén thong Theravada & khu vuce
bong Nam A nhu Myanma, Sri Lanka, Thai lan,
Lao, Campuchia va tiép d6 1a Viét Nam.

- V& 16i séng lay Phat gido Nam tong lam trung
tam quy tu. Chinh vi ddc tinh nay, Dtc Phat c6 mot
vi tri cuc ky quan trong trong doi séng tin d6 Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer, ngdi chua va nha su vi vay
cling ¢6 vai trd hét sirc quan trong.

Hai la, ngay tir khi du nhdp vao nwdce ta Phat
gido Nam téng da gdn chdt véi mét cong dong dén
cw xdc dinh la dong bao Khmer ving Nam B

Thuyc tién mudi thé ky qua cho thiy, & dau co
ddng bao Khmer ¢ ving Nam B6 sinh sng, quan tu
thi & d6 co Phat gido Nam tong. Dong bao Khmer
o0 vung Nam B¢ chinh 1a nguoi mang Phat gido
Tiéu thira tir quc vuong Chan Lap ¢ du nhap vao
ving Pong bang séng Ciru Long. Ca hai dong Phat
giao Nam tong hién c6 ¢ vung Nam B¢ du la dong
Thomajud hay dong Mahanikai déu 1a Phat gido
Nam tong cua nguoi Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam
Bo6. Chinh vi vy, Phat gido Nam tong ¢ khu vic
Tay Nam B ludn gin chat véi cong dong nguoi
Khmer & ving Nam Bo trong sudt chiéu dai lich
sir dan toc. Phat gido Nam tong co thé dugc xem la
ton gido doc ton cua nguoi Khmer ¢ ving Nam BJ.
Hién nay, & khu vuc Tay Nam B c6 gan 1,3 triéu
ngudi dan Khmer sinh séng, diéu do ciing c6 nghia
1a & ving dat nay co gan 1,3 triéu tin do Phat giao
Nam tong Khmer. Van dé ton gido ¢ vung dit nay
cling gan lién va khong thé tach roi véi van dé dan
toc, chinh sach ton gido ciing vi vay gan lién véi
chinh sach dan toc.

!, Tiéng Pali 1a mot trong s6 cac ngdn ngir xwa nhat cua ngit hé An
Au. Céc van ban bang chir Pali dugc thuc hién tir rat sém va rat
pho bién.
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Ba la, d6i véi Phdt gido Nam téng Khmer ¢ khu
viee Tay Nam B9, viéc di tu o chua la mot quy dinh
bat budc doi véi nam gidi (nit gidi thi khong thé
xudt gia tu hanh)

bay co thé xem 1a mot nét dic thu khac voi Phat
gido Béc tong. Phat giao Nam tong quy dinh ngudi
con trai nao ciing bét budc phai vao chua di tu (xuit
gia tu hanh) mot thoi gian, it nhat 1a mot thang va
nhin chung khéng han ché vé thoi gian tu trong
chua. Pan ong duoc khuyén khich vao chua dé tu
theo mét thoi gian hodc co thé tu tron doi. Viéc di
tu mang nhiéu ¥ nghia: Tu dé tra hiéu cho ong, ba,
cha me; tu dé thé hién trach nhiém va tinh cam véi
qué huong, dat nudc; tu dé to 1ong thanh kinh véi
Puc Phat. Dbi v6i ngudi da vao chua di tu mudn xin
vé nha thi xin ra (goi 1a “Sat”). Trong truong hop
sau qua trinh tu ¢ chtia, ngudi di tu xin ra ma mudn
tr lai dé tu thém ciing s& duoc chia don tiép binh
thuong. Nhu vay, trong quan niém cua Phit gido
Nam téng Khmer, nguoi nam giéi di tu du thoi gian
quy dinh, sau d6 xuét tu hoan tuc s& tro vé voi vai
tro binh thuong, nhung sau do néu c6 nhu cau, cd
nhan duyén vé6i nha Phat, duoc tho 1€, tro lai chua
lam su c¢6 nghia la [am nguoi dai dién cho dirc Phat.
Theo tap quan, con trai ngudi Khmer dén 13 tudi
phai vao chuia tu hanh mot thoi gian. Néu khong qua
mot thoi gian tu hanh ¢ chua thi chua dugce coi la
truong thanh va khong dugc xa hoi ton trong. Vi
céc quan niém va tip quan Ay nén ngudi con trai
nao khong trai qua viéc di tu & chiia s& rat kho 1ay
vo. Ngay ca vua chua ciing bit budc phai co thoi
gian tu hanh trong chua nhu dan ching. i tu 1a mot
quy dinh bét budc nén nguoi nao khong di tu s& bi
dan chung coi thuong va cho la khong c6 Phat tinh
va thong hiéu dao 1y.

Bén la, nha sw c6 anh hwéng rdt lom doi véi tin
do Pht gido Nam téng

Déi voi tin do Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, su
sdi c6 anh huong rat 1on. Su sdi duoc tin dd stung
kinh, tiéng n6i cua ho rat quan trong ddi vai tin do
va cac sinh hoat cua phum, séc. Vi xa hoi, nha su
1a thiéng liéng, bt kha xdm pham trong sudt thoi
gian mic 40 ca sa. Phap luat chi truy t6 nhimg vi su
nao pham toi ma Hoi d@)ng su sai da truc xudt vé thé
gian. Nha su chinh la dai dién cho dtrc Phat, thay
10i dirc Phat dé truyén day va gido hoa ching sinh.
Chinh vi vay, nha su c6 vi thé cao ca, linh thiéng,
dugc tin d6 kinh trong va tin theo. D6i voi Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer, khoang cach gitra tin d va nha
su khong 1on, tham chi rat gﬁn gitii, nhung vi thé
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giita nha su va tin d6 c6 khoang cach khé xa. Trong
mot gia dinh nao d6, bd dén chua dé b thi, gip con
trai minh dang tu & d6 van phai lam 1€, quy lay cung
kinh chao nha su Ia con trai minh. Sy cung kinh,
ton trong Ay tir lau da tro thanh truyén thong dao
durc cua dan toc Khmer va tao nén su riéng bict cta
nguoi Khmer.

Chinh vi tén trong, sing kinh su sdi nén tin d6
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer thuong hay cing dang
(bé thi) cho su ting va nha chua. Nguoi Khmer cho
rang dugc dang ciing dd 4n cho su 1a phic 16n. Vi
vy, tin dd cua ton gido nay khong may quan tdm
dén cudc song hién tai, khong lo tich cop dé danh,
cudc séng dang nghéo khé ting ban nhung van
thuong xuyén dén chia dé cing dang. Co nhiing
truong hop doi nghéo dugc Nha nudc va cac to
chtrc xd hoi tro giup, duoc hd tro tién cua dé xoa
doi, giam nghéo, nhung trén dudng linh tién vé ghé
qua chia ma thiy c6 18 lac thi ho cing luén vao
chuia. Do sting Phat va sing kinh su nén nhiéu nha
gidu c6 ty bo tién ra dé xay chuia va moi su vé try tri
tao nén cac chua cua phum, s6c va dong ho.

Hién nay, s su sii Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
0 khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ c6 khoang 9.000 vi. Tuy
nhién, trinh d§ cua ddi ngii nay con chua cao: 70%
chi ¢6 trinh d¢ van hoa cép I, 10% khong biét chir
qudc ngit. Kinh dién Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
hau hét bang van hé Pali, song phan dong su sii lai
khong thanh thao chir Pali. Pay chinh la nhiing han
ché 16n cua d6i ngii su sdi noi ddy trong tiép nhan
truyén ba gido 1y cua Phat gido Nam tong ciing nhu
trong tuyén truyén phé bién chinh sach, phap luat
cua Pang va Nha nudc. Mot hién trang khéc cling
rat can phai quan tam 1a da s cac su try tri chia tudi
con rét tré, chwa c6 kinh nghiém, han ché vé trinh
d6 nhiéu mat vé ca Phat hoc va Thé hoc.

Nam 14, ngéi chiva ciia dong bdo theo Phdt gido
Nam téng Khmer c6 tam quan trong déc biét

Khac véi chuia Phat gido Bic tong va chua Phat
giao Nam tong ctua nguoi Kinh, chua Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer ¢ vi tri rdt quan trong va duoc
xem 12 bd mit cta phum, séc. Nguoi Khmer rat coi
trong, tu hao vé& ngdi chiia cia minh va rt quan tim
tu stra dé ngoi chua ludn duoc khang trang, sach s&.
Chua chinh la tim diém cua ca doi song tran tuc va
ca doi séng tam linh tinh than cia ddng bao Khmer
Nam tong.

Trude hét, chua cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
chinh 1a trung tdm tin ngudng ton gido cua nguodi
dan Khmer. Nhin chung, moi cong viéc doi thuong
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hang ngay cua ngudi Khmer thudng quan hé dén
chuia. Chua 1a chd dya ctia ngudi Khmer, 1a noi
“séng guri than, chét gui ¢6t”. Khi méi chao doi,
nguoi Khmer mac nhién tré thanh Phat to va ngoi
chua gén bd véi ho trong subt cude doi, luc sinh ra
ho da dugc dua dén chia dé lam 1€ cau an, khi chét
ho duoc 1am 18 hoa thiéu, nhap c¢dt giri vao chua.
Trong gia dinh nguoi Khmer moi cong chuyén tir
to dén nho déu ra chua xin ¥ kién su. Cac ngay trai
gidi, soc, vong... déu ra chua dé tung niém.

Chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong chi la
noi hanh dao, tu niém, df”)ng thoi con 1a truong hoc
day chit cho con tré tir luc cac em m&i 6,7 tudi. Song
song voi hé thong truong phd thong cac cAp ctia Nha
nuoce, “truong chua” tro thanh hé thong giao duyc
thir hai dé day chir, day nguoi. Cung v6i hé thong tri
thire ciia gido dyc phd thong, con em ngudi Khmer
vao chua con dugc hoc giao 1y, thuc hanh theo gidi
ludt. Yéu cau cao va doi hoi nghiém khic d6i voi
cac vi su thyc hién dung gioi ludt trong timg ngoi
chuia di tao ra cho gidi tu hanh nép séng chuan muec,
¢6 dao hanh va nhu vay cling da tao ra moi trlmng
giao duc nghiém tac d6 la “truong — chua” va “su
— thiy”. Song hanh véi viéc day chit qubc ngir &
céc cap hoc pho thong, cac chia ctia nguoi Khmer
van duy tri day chir Pali, ngudi Khmer van hoc chi
truyén thong dé duy tri chit viét, bao ton kinh Phat
viét bang chit Pali. Cing v6i viée day chit, chiia con
1a noi dao tao k¥ ning lao dong, nhét 1a k¥ ning
xdy cat chiia. Viéc ton tao, xdy dung chua thuong
kéo dai nhiéu nim va chu yéu la do cac su tw lam.
Céc Phat tir c6 tay nghé cao thuong duoc cic su lya
chon dé xay chua. Viéc xdy sira chua thudng duoc
cac Phat tir ¢6 tay nghé cao tw nguyén va ho ciing
san long trr nguyén tmyén day cho nhiing thé hé con
em ho. Chinh viéc lam d6 da gop phan dao tao va
duy tri dugc mdt doi ngii c6 k¥ nang lao dong cao
khong chi phuc vu cho xay dung, ton tao chua, déng
thot con giup ich cho xa hoi.

Chua Phat giao Nam tong Khmer con la noi gido
duc dao duc, nhan cach cho nguoi Khmer. Ngoai
viéc hoc giao 1y, tin dd Phat giao Nam tong Khmer
con dugc, hoc dao dtrc, hoc cach lam nguoi ngay
trong “truong chiia”. Chuan muc cua Phat gido
Nam tong la tiét ché duc vong, xa lanh tham, san,
si, thyc hanh v6 ngi vi tha... 1am diéu thién, diéu
lanh, tranh xa diéu 4c... Tat ca cic pham hanh t6t
d6 déu dugc day dd trong cac “trudong chua”. Nhu
véy, voi su 1a thiy gido, chua la trudong, chua Phat
gido Nam tong da gop phan rat 1on trong viéc gido
duc dao durc, 16i séng tao nén nhan cach con nguoi
trung thyc, giau long nhan 4i. Nhitng chuan muyc

112

dao hanh éy phu hop voi chuin muc co ban cua dao
dtrc xa hoi, cta con nguodi cia xa hoi moi.

Chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer con 1a noi sinh
hoat vin hoa cong dong va thu vién dé luu gitr Kinh
sach nha Phat va la bao tang ctia phum, so6c. Mic du,
Phat gido Nam tong 1a ton gido chi Iuu cua nguoi
Khmer, song 1a ving cu dan néng nghiép nén nguoi
Khmer & khu vuc Tay Nam B6 c6 mot doi song
tam linh rat phong phu, da dang theo tin ngudng
da than voi nhidu hinh thic tin ngudng dan gian
chi phdi. Vi véy, hang nim Vao cac ngay 1é, ba con
trong phum, soc tap trung vé& chua lam 1&, t chic
hoi hé. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer va nguoi Khmer
¢6 rat nhiéu 18 hoi nhur L& Pan sinh (Rim thang t),
Lé& dang y vao thang 10 hang nim (dang ca sa cho
cac vi sur), L& Chol Chnam Thmay (Tét Nguyén dan
cua nguoi Khmer), L& Pon ta (cung ong ba)... Hau
hét, cac 18 6 déu co sy chu tri cua cac su. Nhiéu
ngoi chua Khmer con td chitre cac hoat dong van
ho4 dan gian, nhu mua hat. Nhidu chia Khmer hién
nay con luu gitt dugce nhitng bd nhac cu dan tdc rat
doc dao nhu chua Xiém Can ¢ tinh Bac Liéu. Nhu
vay, tai chiia ngoai sinh hoat ton gido, cac hoat dong
vin hoa van thuong xuyén dién ra.

Cung véi cac hoat dong vian hoa, 1& hoi dugc td
chure tai chua, chua 1a noi luu gite tdt nhat cac Kinh
sach cua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer va cac van héa
pham khac ma hang ngay cac Phat tr dén chua dé
doc, nghién cuu, hoc héi. Hon thé nita, chua con la
bao tang ctia phum, soc dé luu giir nhiéu hién vat
quy gia. Do c6 thé 1a nhitng twong Pirc Phit bang
kim loai quy, da cAm thach, chiéc ghe ngo, cac dd
té ty cho dén cac ban Kinh bang 14 bi c6 nién dai
nhiéu thé ky...

Chua khong chi 1a noi sinh hoat van hoa, hoat
dong tam linh ma con 1a noi hoi hop ciia dong bao
Khmer dén tir cac phum, séc. Ké ca viéc dao va viéc
doi, mdi khi cac phum, séc cé viéc, cé chu truong
chinh sach ciia Pang, Nha nudc hodc chinh quyén
dia phuong can phd bién va trién khai thi chua
chinh 1a mét dia diém tap trung ba con rat Iy tuong.
Tir chiia nhiéu hoat dong cong dong duge phd bién,
tuyén truyén va to chirc thyc thi.

Mot trong nhitng vai trd quan trong khac cta
chua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, d6 1a noi dién ra
nhiéu hoat dong tur thién nhan dao. Hoat dong tur
thién nhan dao 1a mot trong nhitng hoat dong dién
hinh ctia cac ton gido. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
cling khong phai 1a ngoai 1€. O nhiéu chua Khmer
ta thuong thay khong it cic hoat dong nudi dudng
nguoi neo don, nguoi gia khong c6 noi nuong tua,
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tré em md coi, khuyét tat. V&i nhitng ddi tuong do,
chua thét sy tré thanh mai 4m tinh thuong cuu mang
ho. Khong nhiing vay, chua con 1a noi ctu trg, gitip
dd ba con trong cac phum, soc bi thién tai, bao Iu.
Théng thuong chia ¢ nhiéu rudng (do Phat tir ¢6
con em tu chua gop rudng), nén Ban quan tri chua
td chirc san xuét, tich trit dugc tai chua va thoc lua
du trir éy dugc st dung mot phﬁn dé 1am tur thién xa
hoi, ctru tro.

4.3. Nhitng vin dé dgt ra hi¢n nay tiv vigc
nghién civu dic diém ving dit, cw dan va dic diém
cua Phdt giago Nam tong Khmer

Thir nhit, can phai nhan thirc dugc rang ving
dat cu tra cua ngudi Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam
B0 ngay nay la ving dat khai khan c6 lich sir lau
doi va kha phirc tap. Qua nghién ctru cho thdy, su
gia tang cua cu dan nguoi Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay
Nam B6 cha yéu do di cu tir Campuchia dén. Trén
manh dat nay da ting ton tai nhiéu qudc gia nhu
Phu Nam, Thuy Chan Lap. Vi vay, trong nhan thtc
va giai quyét van dé ton gido va déan toc & ving dat
nay can phai luong trude nhitng phuc tap tir nhiing
van d¢ cua lich sir dé lai.

Thtr hai, hé phai Phat gido Nam tong chinh la sy
lya chon khong thé khac duoc cua cac cu dan Khmer
ving dat Tay Nam B¢ va ngay tir khi du nhap vao
nude ta Phat gido Nam tong dd gin chit véi mot
cong dong dan cu xac dinh 1a dong bao Khmer &
ving Nam Bo. O dau c6 dong bao Khmer & ving
Nam bd sinh séng, quﬁn tu thi & d6 c6 Phat gido
Nam tong. Pong bao Khmer & viing Nam B chinh
1a ngudi mang Phat gido Nam tong tir qubc vuong
Chan Lap cd du nhép vao khu vuc Tay Nam B9, do
véy, vin dé ddng toc, ddng ton & ving dit nay luon
gdn lién va khong thé tach roi nhau. Moi chinh sach
va phuong sach giai quyét van dé dan toc, van dé
ton giao cling nhu thuc hanh chinh sach dan toc va
chinh sach ton gido phai luén song hanh v6i nhau
thi méi ¢6 hiéu qua. Tach roi van dé dan toc Khmer
v6i van dé Phat giao Nam tong & ving dt Tdy Nam
B tat yéu s& dan t6i nhimng sai 1am, thiéu sot. Y
thirc ¢b két cong dong dan toc cung dong mau va y
thirc ¢d két cong dong cung tin ngudng ton gido di
tr¢ thanh thuong truc cua nguoi Khmer vung Tay
Nam B, d6 1a didu ma cac chii thé quan 1y khong
thé khong tinh dén ca hom nay va mai sau.

Thir ba, trong giai quyét vin d& Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer va thyc hién chinh sach ton giao, chinh
sach dan tdc noi day can phai dat trong tam vao doi
ngill su sdi. Su sdi c6 vai tro cuc ky quan trong do
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vay khi hoach dinh va thyc thi cac chinh sach déi
voi déng bao Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ va
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam
Bo khong chi Ban t6n gido cac cp ma cc nganh,
céc cap phai nhan thic day du vai tro cia su sii.
Nhéan thic duge nhu vay thi BDang, Nha nudc va
hé thong chinh trj m&i phat huy cao nhét vai trd
clia su sai Phat giao Nam tong trong chién luoc dai
doan két dan toc ciia minh. Su sdi Phat giao Nam
tong Khmer hién c6 khoang 9.000 vi song trinh do
nhiéu mat, ké ca Phat hoc con rat thép. Vi vy, trong
nhiing nam téi rt can du tu manh vao viée dao tao
su sdi va c¢6 chinh sach hd trg cho hé thong truong
16p cua Phat giao Nam tong Khmer, trong do, can
tap trung cho truong chua, truong so cap Pali (so
cap Phat hoc), trudng trung cap Pali (trung cép Phat
hoc) va truong cao cap Pali (Hoc vién Phat gido
Nam tong).

Thir tu, can nhan thire lai va nhan thie day di vé
vai tro ctia ngdi chiia Phat gido Nam tong Khmer dé
¢6 chinh sach dau tu thoa dang. Tir nhiimg phan tich
trén cho théy, chiia ¢6 vi tri rat quan trong ddi véi ca
tin d0 va su sdi Phat gido Nam tong Khmer. Trong
khi d6, ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ hién co nhiéu chua
da xudng cap, rat can dugc dau tu tu sia.

5. Két luan

Qua nghién ctru cho thay, Tdy Nam Bo la ving
dat ddc thu ca vé dia ly, cu dan va ca vé Phat gido
Nam tong Khmer. Chinh vi vay, viéc nghién ctru
sau nhitng dic diém vé vung dét, cu dan va dic
diém cua Phat gidao Nam tong co ¥ nghia cho viéc
quén triét van dung vao qua trinh thyc hién chinh
sach dan toc va chinh sach ton gido hién nay va
nhitng nam t6i. Hy vong nhiing dac diém va nhiing
dé xuit ma chung t6i da trinh bay trén s& hitu ich
cho cong tic nghién ctru 1y luan va tong két thuc
tién hién nay.
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Abstract

The Southwest region is unique in terms of geography,
population, and Khmer Buddhism. This is a fertile land
deposited by the Mekong alluvium for thousands of years
of history and has favorable natural conditions with tropical
monsoon climate, fertile soil, very good for agriculture -
forestry - fishery development. The natural resources here
are diverse and plentiful, especially land, forest and aquatic
resources. During the development of history, this land has
attracted many flows of people to live, including residents
from many regions of the country and residents from
neighboring countries to live and settle down. Therefore,
the in-depth study of the characteristics of the region, its
inhabitants and the characteristics of Theravada Buddhism
is meaningful for the thorough application to the process of
implementing national and religious policies in this period
and the following years..
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Southwestern  residents; Theravada Buddhism;
Theravada Buddhism Temple; Monks; Religious policy.
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