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CHUA HOA G CAN THO

Tran Phong Diéu’

Qua trinh hinh thanh cac ngbi chua Hoa & CaAn Tho

Ngudi Hoa & Can Tho thuong song tap trung tai cdc d6 thi, noi dan cu
dong ddc dé thuan tién cho cong viéc budn ban, 1am #n ctia minh. Ngoai ra, &
cac vung ngoai 6 cing c¢6 mot bo phén ngudi Hoa sinh séng bang cach vira budn
ban via trong trot. O thanh thi, ho thudng séng thanh ting cum dan cu theo
ngdn ngii ctia cong dong minh. Con 6 nong thon, ho song xen ké véi ngudi Viét
va nguoi Khome.

Lic dau, khi méi dat chan dén Viéet Nam, nguoi Hoa cdm thdy la 1am
truéc cdnh xii la qué ngudi. Trong budi dau ay, ho phai trai qua rat nhiéu khé
kh#n dé 6n dinh cudc song. T phong tuc tdp qudn, thé ngoi, ngdn ngi... moi
thi d6i v6i ho déu xa la. Nhung vé6i ban chit can cii, chiu khé, ngusi Hoa da
dan dan thich nghi v6i hoan cdnh méi. Tir cong viée chon dat cat nha dén viéc
trong trot, budn ban gitp cho cudc muu sinh, nhat nhat ho phai d6 moé hoi soi
nuéc mit, dic biét 1a trong qué trinh khai ph4 manh dat hoang Nam Bo nay,
ho da cung véi dan tdc Viet anh em d6 biét bao mau xuong dé tao 1ap dugc vung
dat tru phd nhu ngay nay. Nguoi Hoa la mot dan toc rat dé thich nghi vé6i hoan
cdnh méi, ho lai rat nidng dong, vi vay cudc dat nao ma ho chon khong gitp 6n
dinh cudc séng thi ho lap tic di chuyén di tim noi ¢ mé6i. Cudi thé ky XIX dau
thé& ky XX, Can Tho vé co ban da khai pha xong. Hon nita, day 1a vung dat tot,
it chiu 4nh hudng cia thoi tiét, khi hau khic nghiét. Con ngudi Can Tho lai
hao phéng, hién hoa, mén khéch nén dan dan da thu hat duge su di cu ctia mot
s6 nguoi Hoa dén day dinh cu, lap nghiép. Va chi sau mot thoi gian dinh cu &
Can Tho, cong dong nguvi Hoa & day da an nén lam ra, khong chi c6 cdi an,
c4i mac ma con vuon lén kh4 gid, lam chi cia nhiéu co sé nhu cdc chanh lda &
Cai Réng v6i céc tén tudi néi tiéng mot thoi: LAm Chi Phat, LAm Dung Xuong,
Khéng CA&m Hung... Piéu nay, ngoai tai nghé kinh doanh khéo 1é0, su chiu khé,
chit chiu khong thé khong néi dén yéu to dia lgi, nhan hoa ¢ Can Tho.

Cung v6i su 16n manh vé kinh té€, cdc diy phd, nha xuéng sam uat clia
ngudi Hoa moc 1én ¢ Can Tho 1a cac ngdi chua Hoa® duge xay dung ti kha
s6m. Ngay tir budi dau, cudc song chua may 6n dinh, ngudsi Hoa ciing da c6 y
thic xay dung chuia, miéu roi. Vi day la diéu kién tién quyét gidp ho én dinh
doi song tinh than noi mién xa xi la. Qué nha khong yén 6n, ho phai bé qué
huong ma ra di, va sau nhiéu ngay lénh dénh trén séng bién, céi chét can ke,
ho c6 thé bé mang bat ci ldc nao, nay lai duge binh an trén mot ving dat méi
da khong khéi khién ho c¢6 ¥ niém vé than chi phoi. Do d6, cac ngdi chua Hoa
moc lén trong cong dong ctia ho 1a 1& duong nhién. Dic biét 1a cang vé sau, khi
cudc song cia ho cang 6n dinh, cong viéc kinh doanh cia ho phat dat thi nhu

* Trudng Cao dang thanh phd Can Tho.
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ciu tin ngudng lai cang tang cao. Pay 1a dang tin ngudng ma ho mang theo tir
qué nha, két hop v6i tin ngudng ban dia da tao nén nét dic trung riéng cia
cong dong nguoi Hoa ¢ Nam Bo néi chung, § Can Tho néi riéng.

Céc ngodi chua, miéu xua don so, nhé bé da 1an 1an dugc trung tu, xay dung
lai theo huéng ngay cang bé thé hon, ruc rd hon. Va bén canh d6, cac ngoi chua
Hoa méi khong ngiing duge moc lén dé dap tng nhu ciu tin ngudng cta cong
dong ngudi Hoa noi day. Cé thé néi, & dau c6 ngusi Hoa cu tra, & d6 tat c6 chua
Hoa. Chua Hoa dugc xay cat phéinAl()’n G cap mé song, nhu: Hiép Thién Cung Ba
Lang (C4i Ring), Vo D& ¢6 miéu (O Mon), Quan P& v6 mi&u (Binh Thiy)... hoic
duge xay dung ¢ nhitng noi dan cu dong diac, nhu: Hiép Thién Cung (Cai Rang),
That Phi vo miéu (Thét No6t), Quang Triéu hoi quan (TP Can Tho)... Viéc lua
chon dia diém dé xay chua ciing 12 mot trong nhitng quan niém trong doi séng
tin ngudéng cua ngudi Hoa ¢ Can Tho. Do budi ddu duong bd chua phat trién,
ngudi ta di lai chii y&u bing dudng song nén viéc xay chua cip mé song da dap
ting dugc nhu cAu tin ngudng ctia moi ngudi. Ngudi ta c6 thé dé dang cho ghe,
xudng tap vao bd dé 1én chua khéi huong cing b4i. Ngoai ra, trong tam thic cta
nguoi Hoa, song nuéc 1a diéu hét sic thiéng liéng. Béi khi di cu dén Viét Nam,
ho cht yéu di biang dudng thiy, cong viéc 1am an, budén ban budi dau ciing cht
yéu dién ra 6 bén séong nén séng nudc c6 an tugng hét sic dic biét doi véi ho.
Ho quan niém rang: Chinh céc vi than song, than bién, cdc vi than chuyén citu
ngudi trén bién nhu Ba Thién Hau, Phat Ba Quan Am ching han da phu hd
cho ho rat nhiéu trong nhitng chuyén hai trinh xa x6i dén Viét Nam, cling nhu
trong cong viéc mua ban sau nay. Nén ngoi chua dugc xay cit ¢ cip mé song
chinh 1a d€ cac vi than tran giit, ngin chin moi diéu xui xéo, dem nhiing diéu
may méin, tot lanh dén véi ho.

Con viéc xay chua ¢ nhiing noi déng duc, ngoai viéc thuin tién cho khach
thap phuong dén viéng chua, con 1a su cau cho mua may ban dit, dugc binh an,
manh khée cho cong dong. Do d6, nhin vao ngdi chuia, ngudi ta cé thé biét dugc
lich st dinh cu cia ngudi Hoa & vung dat dé va dong thoi ciing biét duge tiém
luc kinh t& clia nhém ngudi Hoa ¢ khu vuc dé.

O thanh pho CAn Tho c6 téng cong 14 ngdi chua® cia nguvi Hoa duge
dung 1én, c6 nhitng ngodi chua dugc xay dung tir kha sém, v6i chat liéu bang
g tot, duge chuyén ché tir chinh qudc sang. Mbi ngdi chtia déu do mot nhém
ngudi Hoa tao dung: Hoi quan Quang Pong, hoi quan Triéu Chau, nhung ciing
c6 hoi quan do cac nhom ngusi Hoa va ngusi Viét cung tham gia tao lap, nhu
Hiép Thién Cung C4i Rang gdém 5 ban: Quang Pong, Triéu Chau, Phic Kién,
He va mot ban cia nguoi Viét. T4t ca cung tham gia quan 1y va phu trach cdc
nghi thuec t€ 18.

Vé6i s6 luong chitng 4y ngdi chuia tuy chua phai 14 nhiéu nhung ciing 1a
mot minh ching hiing hén cho doi sé6ng vén héa tinh than cta ho trong cong
déng dan tdc. Cing nhu cdc dan toc khéc, doi song van héa, tin ngudng cliia
ngudi Hoa rat phong phi va da dang. Trong nidm ho c6 rat nhiéu 1& hoi va
thd cdc vi than khac nhau. Tiéu bi€u nhat 14 ho thd Quan Cong va Thién Hau
Thanh MAau. Hau hét c4dc ngoi chua Hoa 6 Can Tho déu thd Quan Cong la
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chinh, ma dan gian quen goi la chiia Ong. Ngudi ta thudng 14y vi than duge
thd chinh dé dit tén cho ngdi chua, ciing nhu dung nhitng m§ tu nhim thé
hién u6c vong an lanh nhu chua Ong, Hiép Thién Cung..., di vé6i cdc tén goi
khédc nhau nhung nhin chung cdc ngoi chiia cia ngudi Hoa 6 Can Tho déu tho
vi than chinh 12 Quan Coéng. C6 thé néi, trong linh vuc doi séng vin héa, tin
ngudng ctia nguoi Hoa, Quan Cong hién 1én nhu mot vi than diy diing khi, tin
nghia. Piéu d6 ciing 4nh huéng dén cudc song ctia ngudi Hoa, dic biét 1a trong
linh vuc budén bédn, kinh doanh thi ho rat gi chit tin. Vi vay, noi nao ¢6 dong
ddo nguoi Hoa sinh séng, ho déu thanh lap hoi quan, hay chuia dé tho Quan
Cong nhu 1a sy hién than cho tam tinh va 161 s6ng cia ho. Ban thd Ong dugc
dat rat trang trong ¢ noi chinh dién. Cé noi nguvi ta d6ng mot cdi kham dé
tho Ong, bén trong dat tugng tho, phia ngoai ¢6 vong rem, hoa van, cau doi rat
trang trong nhu Quang Triéu hoi quan. Hoédc c6 noi tac tugng Ong roi dé lén
ngai tho, hai bén la tugng ciia Quan Binh (con nubi cia Ong) va Chau Xuong
(mot ngudi trung thanh véi Ong cho dén chét). Phia truge 1a xich thé - con
ngua da déng hanh cung Ong xong pha noi tran mac, nhu Hiép Thién Cung
Thanh My...

Tuy hau hét céc ngodi chuia ctia ngudi Hoa 6 Can Tho déu thd Quan Cong
la chinh, nhung diéu d6 khong c6 nghia 1a trong chuia chi thd doc nhat Quan
Cong, ma con tho chung véi cdc vi than khac, nhu: Tai Bach Tinh Quan, Phic
Pic Chinh Than, Thién Hau Thanh Mau, Phat Ba Quan Am... bac biét la
Thién Hau Thanh M4u ludn luén dugce thd song hanh véi Quan Cong mic du doi
khi chi 1a vi than dugc tho phu. Nguoi Hoa déu xem Ba nhu mot vi than bién
c6 cong giup d& ngu dan, thuong budn... Vi Can Tho 1a vung dong bang, khong
c6 bién nén khong nhat thiét phai 1ap riéng nhiéu miéu tho Ba. Ca thanh pho
Can Tho chi duy nhat c6 mot Thién Hau miéu dé the Ba véi tu cach 1a vi than
dugc tho chinh.

Da s6 chuia ctia ngudi Hoa & CaAn Tho déu dude xay dung & nhiing noi dan
cu dong duc nén rat thuan tién cho viéc di lai huong khéi, cing bai. C4dc ngoi
chuia Hoa ¢ Can Tho tuy khong 16n nhung déu mang mau sic ¢6 kinh, c6 nién
dai khodng 150 nam. K&t c4u ciing rat da dang va phong phud. Cé noi xay theo
hinh chit quéc nhu Quang Triéu hdi quan, c6 noi xay theo hinh chit kAdu nhu
Hiép Thién Cung C4i Réng... Kién tric thudong duge xay theo kiéu nha khép
kin, vudng géc v6i nhau, k& phan ctra chinh thuong c6 san thién tinh, xung
quanh 1a cdc hoanh phi, cau d6i, vong, rém, cdc hinh hoa 14, chim muéng...
Trang tri bén ngoai thuong c6 hinh vé bat tién, hinh ca héa long... Mai thuong
lop ngéi Am duong. Trén bd néc thudng 1a nhitng hinh nhan bing gom si da
mau, tugng than nhat, nguyét, ludng long tranh chau... Trén cac thanh xa
ngang thuong dugc cham khic cong phu, son son thép vang trong that long
lay. Trang trong nh4t 1a gian chinh dién, noi d6 dugc bay cdc huong an dé tho,
thudng 1a dugc bo tri theo hang ngang. Ban thd Quan Thianh P& Quan dugc
dat & giita. Ban tho Thién Hau, Phat Ba Quan Am duge dit ¢ hai bén. Néu noi
nao khong c6 tho Phat Ba Quan Am thi tuong Quan Coéng va Thién Hau Thanh
MAau dugc dit cuing modt gian tho nhu Hiép Thién Cung Cai Ring.
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Hiép Thién Cumng C&i Ring. Chinh dién Hiép Thién Cung Cai Ré&ng.

L 1] B e - £

Chinh dign Thigén Hau migu. Chinh dién Thi&én Hoa migu.

Hé thong chuia Hoa & Can Tho da phan 4nh rd nét vé lich st di dan cha
ngudi Hoa d&€n Can Tho, dia ban sinh tu, doi song kinh t&, vén héa-xa hoi...
Chang han nhu & quan C4i Rang c6 dén ba ngoi chua Hoa: Hiép Thién Cung
Cai Rang, Hiép Thién Cung Thanh My, Hiép Thién Cung Ba Lang, cho phép ta
doan dinh dugc ring, ving Cdi Rang xua 1a dia ban cu trd ctia dong ddo ngudi
Hoa. Con That Phi vo miéu ¢ Thot N6t duge xay dung vao ndm 1883 da cho ta
thdy, day la vung dat tiép nhan nguoi
Hoa dén ngu cu s6m nhat so véi cac
quan, huyén khac § Can Tho. Con vé
- bé thé, ruc rd cia Quang Triéu hoi
quan & TP Can Tho di néi 1én ring,
cong déng nguoi Hoa & day c6 mot
tiém luc kinh t& r4dt manh.

Sau nhiéu nim dinh cu § Can Tho,
cudc sdong cia nguoi Hoa dan dan di
vao 6n dinh va phéat trién vuon lén.
Theo d6, gidc mao tré vé c¢d qudc ciing
din din phai m¢& trong tam tri cta
Quang Triéu hoi quan. ho. P&i v6i 16p hau sinh thi gide mo
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4y cang tré nén xa voi hon khi hang ngay ho phai lo toan bao nhiéu viéc muu
sinh, ti€p xic, giao luu véi cac dan toc ban dia. Vi 1& d6, manh dat Can Tho
ngay cang gin chit cudc doi cia ho, da tré thanh qué huong ctda ho trong viéc
on dinh cudc séng lau dai. Séng cong cu véi cac dan toc ban dia lau ngay, doi
song van héa cia nguoi Hoa ciing c¢6 nhitng thich nghi, thay d6i cho phu hgp
v6i nén vin héa ban dia. Nhu ciu vé van héa, tin nguéng, ton gido ciing khac
nhiéu so v6i nhitng nét vian héa, tin nguéng truyén thong ban dau. Cudc song
kinh t& kha gid, ngudi Hoa & Can Tho khong chi xay thém chiia, miéu ma con
nang cap, stia chifa cac ngodi chla cii, xudng cap tré nén long 1y hon. Néu nhu
budi dau xay dung, cdc vat liéu duge chuyén ché chd yéu ti chinh quéc sang
thi ngay nay, nguoi Hoa da dung cdc vat liéu ¢ dia phuong moi khi xay dung,
slia chita ngdi chua. C4ch bai tri kiéu kién tric ctia cdc ngdi chua Hoa ¢ Can
Tho ciing dan dan khéc xa so véi kiéu kién trdc ctia cdi ngudn. Cung cong cu
lau ngay véi cdc dan toc Viét, Khome anh em, ngudi Hoa ciing da chdap nhan
dung hgp cac tin nguong khdc trong ngodi chuia cia minh bang cach phoi tu gitta
Quan Cong, Thién Hau, Phat Ba Quan Am, Neak Ta... Va cudi cung, chua Hoa
¢ Can Tho khong chi 1a noi sinh hoat tin ngudng ctia cong déng ngudi Hoa 6
day, ma d6 con la noi giao luu van héa, sinh hoat tin ngudng ctia ba con nguoi
Viét, nguoi Khome nita. B6i, “Thdn thdnh ciia dén toc khdc vén la tieu biéu cho
viéc khuyén thién tri de, tuy khdc vé tén goi, vé hinh tuong... Pa dong héa, da
ton kinh roi thi nguoi ban dia va nguoi méi dén chdng ai mang mdc cdm tu ti
hodc tu tén. Tdt cd déu binh ddng trudc than thdnh.”®
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Tudgng Thién Hau Thanh  Hai vi mén thén 4 Tugng Xich Tha &
MAu & Thién Hau migw.  Quang Triéu hi quén Cuan BE vi midu.

Dic diém chua Hoa & Can Tho

Kién tric 12 mot trong nhitng loai hinh nghé thuat xuat hién sém nhat
cia loai ngudi. N6 dong hanh cung xa hoi loai ngudi khi ma con ngudi song
thanh mot cong dong c6 t6 chic. Trung Qudc 12 mot quoc gia cé lich st kién
trac tir 1au doi nén kién trdc Trung Hoa hién nay 12 mot trong nhiing di san
van héa ctia nhan loai. Nghé thuat kién trdc nay khong chi ton tai bén trong
lanh thé Trung Quéc ma né da dugc nhitng ngudi Hoa di cu mang sang nhiing
quodc gia ma ho dang dinh cu, lam cho kién tric Trung Hoa ngay cang dugc phd
bién rong rii hon.
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Ca trdm nam dinh cu tai CAn Tho, nguoi Hoa ¢ day tuy da c6 nhitng méi
giao luu vé van héa véi cdc dan toc ban dia, nhung ho van bdo ton dugc nhiing
nhitng nét vén héa truyén thong clia minh. Vi vay, chtia Hoa 6 day luén mang
nhiing dang vé riéng, tao nén nét dic thu so vdi 161 kién trdc cia cu dan ban
dia. D6 1a kiéu kién tric k& thita dudng nét kién tric truyén théng ¢ Trung
Quéc, nhung déng thoi cé su két hop hai hoa véi kiéu kién tric ban dia, 1am
cho kié&n tric chtia Hoa 6 CAn Tho c6 kiéu ddng riéng khac xa vé6i kiéu kién tric
truyén thong Trung Quéc nhung dong thoi ciing khong giong vé6i kién tric cla
dia phuong ma ho dang sinh s6ng. Pay that su 12 mot kiéu kién tric mang ban
sic hét stc dic trung clia ngudsi Hoa & Can Tho néi riéng, 8 Nam Bo néi chung.

Va ciing chinh nét dic trung nay da lam cho ching ta dé dang nhan ra
cac ngoi chua Hoa 14n trong canh quan cia khu vuc dia ban cu tra, véi cdc mau
sic sic sd, kiéu kién tric, nghé thuat trang tri... Hau hét cic ngoi chuia Hoa &
Can Tho dugce xay dung theo hinh chit quéc hoéc chit khdu. Thudng 14y toa nha
chinh, c¢é chiéu cao vugt troi hon lam trung tdAm va hai phan phu & hai bén,
thap hon chit it nham muc dich 1am néi bat gian chinh dién, noi tho than, hai
gian phu hai bén la truong hoc, hoi quan.

Hau hét cic ngdi chuia Hoa 6 Can Tho déu dugc xay 6 noi dan cu dong dac
nén khuon vién chta rat hep, khong gian chlia con bi thu hep lai béi cac day
nha cao tAng xung quanh. Diéu nay gay rat nhiéu khé kh#n cho Ban tri su chua
mdi khi mudn t6 chie nhitng ngay hoi 16n. Trong s6 cac ngdi chua Hoa § Can
Tho, chi c6 Quang Triéu hoi quan c6 khong gian tuong déi rong rai hon l1a do
mait tién chla tiép gidp véi con duong 16n. C4c ngdi chiia con lai gdn nhu khong
c6 modt khodng san da rong dé t6 chic mot ngay hoi 16n thu hiat dong ddo khach
dén du. Céc chia Hoa ¢ Can Tho phan 16n déu xay cong tam quan, cong nay
dugc 1am bang sit, hodc bing xi méng, trong rat chic chan. O phan cdng duogc
trang tri nhiéu mau sic, hoa van uoén lugn, hodc cau doi. Mai chua thuong lop
ngéi Am duong mau dé thdm, & cac g b6 méai c6 gin ngbi 6ng mau xanh luu ly.
Trén m4i néc thuong cé tugng doi rong tranh 14y qua chau, theo mo tip Ludng
long tranh chdu. Cac dau dao thuong it cong nhung trén dé thuong cé tugng cia
cac vi than tién, than nhat, nguyét, hinh c4 héa long... Mt truée chuia, dudi mai
thuong 12 mot quan thé tiéu tugng vé cac vi than tién duge 14y tir cac truyén
thuyét bén Trung Qudc, nhu Tam Qudc dién nghia, Tay du ky... Duéi mai phia
truge cong chuia thudng cé bic phu diéu lam theo mé hinh chiéc thuyén, trén
thuyén cé6 r4t nhiéu hinh nhan nhé, goi lai cdnh ngudi Hoa di thuyén sang dinh
cu ¢ Viét Nam. Hai bén ctia chua thuong cé6 nhitng qua den ciu to treo ling
ldng. Trén cac den cAu dé 1a nhitng cau chic phic bang chit Han: Phong diéu
vii thudn, Hiép gia binh an... Hai bén bic vach ¢ phia trude l1a cdc hinh vé hét
stic cong phu va khéo 1éo cia cidc nghé nhan, cang to6 diém cho ngdi chua thém
1ong 14y hon. Céc hinh vé nay ciing 14y dé tai ti nhitng cau chuyén trong truyén
thuyét Trung Quéc, nhu Nhi thap ti hiéu, Tay du ky, Bdt tién qud hdi... Clia
chuia thuong dugc lam biang gd quy nén kh4 chic chin, chét cai ctia ludn 12 mot
thanh g6 kéo ngang va toan bo ban 1é ciia gb bat vao ngach ctia bang d4. Ngoai
ra, clia chua Hoa ¢ Can Tho con c¢6 trang tri mit ctta dang mét hd phii ngam
vong cung song song v4i hinh vé cla céc vi mon than.
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K& 16p ctia chinh nay la mot ctra binh phong 4n ngy nhim tranh moi
ngudi nhin thing tif ngoai vao trong. Ctra binh phong nay ciing duge trang tri
cong phu va dep mét. Phia trén clta binh phong dugc cham 16ng hinh hoa 14
chim muéng, phia dudi la cdc hinh vé phong cdnh. Sau ctta binh phong la san
thién tinh (giéng troi). HAu hét cdc ngdi chiia Hoa 6 Can Tho déu c6 san thién
tinh. Pay 1a noi dung dé 14y anh sang cho cd khudn vién bén trong chua, dong
thoi cling tao nén mot khong khi trang nghiém cho khu vuc tho tu. K& san
thién tinh l1a khu vuc tién dién. Pay 1a khu vuc dugc bai tri rat thodng dang va
ciing 1a noi dat tuong tho cac vi Phic Pie Chinh Than, Ma Tién Tuéng Quan.
Va day ciing 1a noi dung dé dit bia cong dic, ghi lai tén va so tién déng gép
trong cdc lan trung tu chua, noi dung dé ghi tén nhitng nguoi trong Ban tri su
chua, tén ctia ngudi ddu dugec den qua céc thoi ky. Sau gian tién dién 1a gian
trung dién. Noi day thuong dung dé dat bo ngii su, Thién cong dan, mot s6 ban
dé dat 1&. O khu vuc nay, con dit mot bdo bat biu véi tAm mén binh khi chia
thanh hai hang doc bén ban tho.

Sau gian trung dién 1a gian chinh dién. Pay 1a noi quan trong nhit trong
chua, 1a gian tho chinh cda cdc vi than duge tho chinh trong chua, cdch bai tri
va khong khi ¢ gian chinh dién nay toat 1én vé nghiém trang, thanh kinh. Va
day ciing 1a noi dugc trang tri ti mi va 1ong 14y nhat trong chua.

Trén day la cac kiéu kién tric chung cia chtia Hoa 6 Can Tho. Tuy nhién,
khong phai bat ky ngoi chia nao ciing déu c6 kién tric nhu vay. Tuy diéu kién
kinh t&, khong gian cia ting ngdi chia ma c6 mot s6 di biét gitta ngdi chua
nay vdi ngodi chuia khac. Cé chua trang tri sic s&, kiéu kién trac phic tap, nhu
Quang Triéu hoi quén, V6 D€ c¢6 miéu... Lai c6 nhitng ngdi chia dugc trang tri
va 161 kién tric cuc ky don gidn, nhu Hiép Thién Cung Ba Lang, chua Ong &
Binh Thuy.

Trang tri trong chiia Hoa ngoai viéc lam dep cho ngdi chia con thé hién
su tai hoa, khéo 1éo ctia cac nghé nhan. Bén canh d6, trang tri trong chua con
cho ching ta thay dugc tiém luc kinh t& clia nhém nguoi Hoa ¢ khu vuc dé.
Chua Hoa dugc trang tri néi bat béi mau chi dao 1a mau d6, vi ngudi Hoa quan
niém mau dé 12 mau tot lanh, mau cta cat tudng, dem lai su may méan va binh
an cho moi ngudi. Bén canh mau dé 12 mau thép vang, mang tinh dic trung
clia ngudi Hoa 6 Nam Bo. Ho thudng trang tri trén cac hang cot, dap ndi céc
cau doi bang son son thép vang. Bén canh cdc mau sic 12 mot hé thong vong
long, cham khic, cham 16ng dugc nguoi Hoa trang tri mot cach hop 1y ching
nhitng 1am néi bat ngdi chtia ma con lam cho ngdi chua tré nén ton nghiém
hon. Nhung néi bat nh4t trong cdc ngoi chua Hoa 6 Can Tho phai ké d&n mot
rung cau doi trong chua. TU ngoai cong vao dén gian chinh dién trong chua, dau
dau ta cling gép cau doi. Cau doi dugc trang tri déu khip trong chuia, tir trai qua
phai, tir trude ra sau. Cau d6i dugc treo dudi dang hoanh phi, duge cham khic
ho#c 6p vao cdt, dudc treo 1o liing tir trén tran xudng... tat cd tao nén mot nét
dic trung khong 14n vao dau dudc cta cac ngdi chua Hoa § Can Tho.

Vé hé thong tuong thi chtia Hoa § Can Tho c6 hai loai: d6 1a tugng tron va
phu diéu. Céc tugng tron thudng dugc lam bang thach cao, dit, gidy bdi, bing
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gb va xi ming. P6 1a tuong cda cdc vi thdn: Quan Cong, Thién Hau, Ong Bén,
Phic Buac Chinh Than... Mdi chua Hoa c6 mdt tugng than chinh cao 16n, nhu
chua Ong thi tho Quan Cong, chua Ba tho Thién Hau. Cac tuong nay dugc tac
kh4 chan phuong, ta thuc va son mau theo quy ude nhat dinh, nhu: mit Quan
Coéng bao gig cing mau d6, 4o bao phai mau xanh, rdu ndm chom... Ngoai cac
vi than nay, chua Hoa § CAn Tho con c6 mot s6 tugng cta cdc linh vat nhu
ngua, su tu...

Phui diéu ciing chiém mot vi tri quan trong trong cdc ngdi chua Hoa ¢ Can
Tho. Tl céc bao lon, cac hoanh phi, lién d6i, cho dén vom cida... dau dau ciing
c6 phu diéu. Phu diéu dugc chia 1am hai dang: cham néi va cham 1ong.

Nhitng phtt diéu cham néi kha 16n va dep trong cdc chuia 12 mo6 hinh mét
chiéc thuyén v6i ddy di cdc nhan vat trong cédc tu thé khac nhau, dugc treo trén
cao ngay ctia chuia, goi 1a Nghi mon. Phu diéu cham néi con dung vao viéc trang
tri cac hoanh phi, cau ddi, cac con vat trong tit linh dugc dap bing xi mang voi
vita, lam thanh mot bdc tranh tho noi vach tuong.

Ky thuat cham 1ong dugc st dung nhiéu trong trang tri cdc bao lon, dién
tho. Pay that su 1a noi thé hién su tai hoa ctia cdc nghé nhan trong viéc gép
phan cho ngdi chuia thém 1ong 1ay. Nhiéu bao lon véi cac dudng nét cham trd
tinh t&, uyén chuyén, su phoi cdnh nhip nhang, vira giit dugc sic thai nghiém
trang cua dién tho, vita tao duge su hdp dan cta cudc song yén binh, tru phda.

Nguoi Hoa 1a dan toc c6 truyén thong luu giff nhitng gid tri van héa cda
dan tdc. Du ho song tha huong noi dat khach qué ngudi nhung nhiing gia tri
van héa truyén thong luon duge ho giit gin va phat huy. T phong tuc tdp quan
dén ngodn ngi, tinh cach.. nhat nhat déu dugc ho luu truyén mot cach cé y thiic
tu doi nay sang doi khac.

Trong linh vuc tin ngudng ciing vay, ngudi Hoa van ludn tho cdc vi than
thudc nén vén héa cia ho. Cé thé néi, hon 90% céac vi than duge tho trong chua
Hoa & Can Tho déu c6 ngudn goc tir Trung Qudc. Tu than tich dén 1& nghi cing
bai nguoi Hoa ciing déu giit theo phong tuc truyén théng. Mac du c6 mot it doi
thay cho phu hgp vé6i thuc t& nhung co ban van gili nguyén gid tri ban dau.
Chang han, viéc mot s nha nghién ciu cho ring, § Nam Bo khi cing Quan
Cong thi khong ai cing ga vi nguoi ta quan niém, ga 1a 4n nhin cia Quan
Cong. Nhan xét nay hoi voi vang. Thuc t& § Can Tho, c6 rat nhiéu gia dinh va
ngdi chua cia ngudi Hoa van cling ga vao ngay via Quan Cong. Pay 1a truyén
thong ctia dan toc, ho van gitt ma khong hé bi tdc dong bsi bén ngoai. Con vé
than tich cia cdc vi than, tat cd déu c6 ngudn goc & Trung Qudc, khong hé cé
than tich nao ¢ noi khac dugc ho st dung. Chinh diéu nay da gidp ho bao luu
duge nhiéu nét dep trong vén héa truyén thong cta dan toc minh.

Mic du néi ngudi Hoa ludn ¢6 ¥ thic giit gin va bdo luu truyén thong van
héa dan toc nhung néi nhu thé khong c6 nghia 1a ho bdo thud, déng cliia véi cac
nén vin héa khac. Trong chitng muc nao dé, ngudi Hoa van mé clta chuia don
nhan cédc vi than cla céc dan toc khéc vao.

Cudc sdng chung cha nhiéu ndm giita cac dan toc Viét, Khome, Hoa é Can
Tho da gitp cho cong dong cac dan toc nay cé su giao luu vén héa véi nhau.
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Trong nhiéu nam chung séng xen cu va can cu, gid day ngudi ta khong con
phan biét vi than nay 1a ctia dan toc nao, ma ngudi ta chadp nhan tat ci cac vi
than dugc tho ma khong hé phan biét nguén goc mién 1a vi than dé cé thé gitp
cudc séng nguvi ta tot hon.

Vi lé d6, hau nhu khong c6 bat ci ngoi chua Hoa nao & Can Tho tho chi mot
than. Cho du d6 la chua Ong hay chiia Ba ciing déu c¢6 tung tu v6i nhiéu vi than
khac. Goi chiia Ong, chiia Ba hay miéu Ong Bén 1a cach goi theo vi than chinh
dugc tho trong chua. Bén canh vi thAé\ln chinh nay, lic nao nguoi ta cling tho thém
nhiéu vi than khéc nita. Nhu chtia Ong thi tho thém Ba Thién Hau va nguoc lai.

Ngébi chua trong doi s6ng ngudi Hoa & Can Tho

Nhin vao hé thong chiia Hoa ¢ Can Tho, ngudi ta nhan thdy tinh thuc
tién ctia cong dong dan toc nay rat cao. Piéu nay duge thé hién & viéc tho cing
lic nhiéu vi than trong chua, v6i mong mudn cdc vi than nay phu ho cho ho vé
moi mit trong cudc song. Ho tho Quan Cong ngoai viéec Quan Cong tuong trung
cho su trung hiéu tiét nghia con 12 mong vi than nay gitp ho duéi moi ta ma
dé trong nha dugc yén 6n; Tho Ba Thién Hau la mong ba phtu hd cho ho dugc
binh an sau nhitng chuyén hai trinh xa x6i; Tho Phat Quan Am 1a mong dugc
ctiu khé ctu nan, gidi triu tai d4ch; Tho Phic DPic Chinh Than 1a ciAu mong tién
v0 nhu nuéc, su nghiép hanh thong, budon ban phat dat...

Tinh thuc tién con thé hién ré nét qua mot s6 hoanh phi, cau d6i trong
chua. Nao la:
An triém hau trach
(On cao dic day)
Tai tinh cao chiéu
(Tai loc tréen cao soi xudéng)

Dia ti€p Con Son khai bao thu
Mbobn thong 1é thuy khéi dan sa.
(Pdt c6 Con Son né nhiéu cdy quy
Ctta nhu dong nudc cé6 nhiéu dan sa)
Tat cd déu nham d&n mot cudc song an lanh, hanh phiec.

Chua Hoa 6 Can Tho la co sé tin ngudng clia cd cong dong nguvi. Mai
ngudi déu chung tay gép stic gay dung cac co s§ tho tu. Day 1a nhitng ngudi c6
cung tAm nguyén, chung sé thich cing nhau lam trén co sé tu nguyén nén dé
dang lién két cong dong, va vi thé tao duge tinh doan két cao.

Séng trong mot cong déng nguvi, chic chin khong ai lam hai long hét
th&y, ciing nhu khong ai c6 thé yéu hét moi nguvi. Ngudi ta c6 thé khong dong
y nhau viéc nay viéc kia, khéng thich nhau tinh cach cia nguoi nay ngusi no
nhung khi t4t cd ding truéc than thanh thi duong nhu moi nguvi quén hét
nhitng hiém khich véi nhau, tat cd cing chung tay gép stc lo phung thd than.
Tir d6 tAm ho tré nén binh ling hon, tat cd vi cai chung, gdc lai chuyén riéng
tu, gan giii nhau hon va doan két v6i nhau hon.
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Con nguoi la dong vat c6 long tham khong day. Cho nén, khong cé gi thoa
méan hét cac duc vong clia con ngudi. Khi ngudi ta c6 tién bac day nha, vog dep
con ngoan, chiic cao quyén trong thi con ngudi van chua théa man. Chua théa
man vi ho mudén dugc nhiéu hon va vi s¢ nhitng thid d6 mot ngay nao dé sé
mat di, nén ho cau vién than thanh, mong than thanh gidp cho ho dat dugc y
nguyén. Pay 1a ly do gidi thich tai sao ngudi ta thudng dén chua.

Mat khac, khi con ngudi bat luc trude cudc song, khong ly gidi duogc cac
hién tugng x4y ra xung quanh minh thi nguvi ta ciing cAu vién dén than thanh.
Ma tré tréu thay, trong bat ky xa hoi nao ciing c6 mot bo phan khong nhé
nhiing nguoi bat hanh, d6 1a 1y do dé cac co sé tin ngudng tén tai mai.

Vi vay c6 thé néi, ngoi chua déng mot vai tro vo cung quan trong trong
cudc sdng ctia con ngudi. Khong ai c¢6 thé hinh dung dugce, mot ngay nao dé con
nguoi sé khong tin vao bat ci thi gi, ké ca than thanh, thi xa hoi lic bay gio sé
ra sao. TU viéc mua mang that bat, khé dau bénh hoan... d&n sinh ly ti biét xa
hoi loai nguoi déu phai trai qua. Va khi mot ngudi nao dé géip phai nhitng bat
tric trong cudc doi, ké ca nhitng bat tric cé thé ly gidi dugc hoic khong 1y gidi
dugc thi lic bay gid ngudi ta sé cau vién dén than thanh. Nguoi ta tin rang, cdc
vi than t6i cao ma ho cau vién s& phu ho do tri cho ho duge tai qua nan khéi,
c6 dugc cudc song binh an, hanh phic. T dé, gitp ho guong day sau khé dau
dé tiép tuc viing tin vao cudc song.

Cac sinh hoat trong chua Hoa khong chi gitp cho cong dong ngusi Hoa &
day doan két, tao dugc niém tin trong cudc song, ma né con gép phan tich cuc
vao cac hoat dong xa hoi caa ho.

Hing niam, chta Hoa & Can Tho c¢6 nhiéu 1& hdi, ma mdi 1& hoi déu quy
tu dugc mot s6 lugng 16n nguoi Hoa tham gia. Phan 16n trong s6 d6 1a nhiing
ngudi thanh dat trong buén ban kinh doanh nén ho quyén gép cho chua hing
nam mot so tién rat 16n. Ngoai ra, trong chlia con c6 nhiéu hoat dong cé thu
khéc, nhu ban nhang; xem ngay cit nha, cudi ga; t6 chic ddu den.. TAt cd sd
tién thu dugc nay déu duge Ban tri su nha chuia dung vao viéc c¢6 y nghia chd
khong ai bé tui riéng cid. Kinh phi thu dugc hing nam thudng dugc cic chua
Hoa ¢ Can Tho s dung nhu sau: trich ra mot phan géi ngan hang - s6 tién nay
dé danh sita chita chiia; mot phan cho truong Hoa ngit; phan con lai dung lam
viéc tir thién, nhu: gép tién xay trudng, xay nghia trang, ing ho ngudi ngheo
dia phuong phat gao va tién cho ngudi ngheo trong dip ram thang Bay..

skekck

Mic du da trai qua mot thoi gian rat dai dinh cu & nuée ta, nhung vé co
ban ngudi Hoa van giit dugc ban sic vin héa clia dan toc minh, diéu nay duogc
chiing minh qua hé théng chiia Hoa ¢ Can Tho. Trong chua, ho st dung phan
16n cac vi than c6 ngudn goc tir qué cha dat t6 dé tho phung. Pong thoi qua doé,
ho ciing mé rong giao luu van héa vé6i cdc dan toc cung cong cu, duge thé hién
qua viéc phdi tu cac vi than ctia ngudi Viét va ngudsi Khome vao trong chua dé
tho chung. Chinh diéu nay lam cho tinh da than trong chua Hoa & Can Tho
hién lén ro nét.
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Chua Hoa ¢ Can Tho khong chi phdn 4nh tam ly clia cong dong tdc ngudvi
nay vé nhan thic thé giéi xung quanh, ma hé théng cic ngoi chua & day con
gitip ho can biang tam ly, viing tin vao cudc sdng; tao su doan két trong cong
doéng; dong thoi gép phan tich cuc vao viée tir thién xa hoi.

TPD
CHU THICH

(1) Khai niém choa & day dudc ching t6i sif dung theo cach goi clia dan gian. Thuc chét, cac
co s tin ngudng cla ngudi Hoa & Can Tha rdt da dang, gébm nhiéu loai hinh. Ngoai cung,
con ¢6 miéu, héi quan... Nén, khai niém chua 6 day dugce chiing toi st dung chi mang y nghia
tuong déi, cu thé 1a dé chi cac co sd tin ngudng, thd tu cac vi thdn nhu Quan Coéng, Thién
Hau, Ong Bén... C4c co sd tin ngudng khac khong thudc hé théng nay ndm ngoai pham vi
tim hiéu cla chung t6i.

(2) Hiép Thién Cung Thanh My, Hiép Thién Cung Cai Rang, Thién Hau mi€u, Hiép Thién Cung
Ba Lang (quan Cai Rang); Quang Triéu hoi quan, Thién Hoa mi€u, Minh Nguyét Cu STLam
(quan Ninh Kiéu); Quan D& vd mi€u (quan Binh Thiy); Cam Thién Dai D&, V6 D€ c6 miéu,
Thanh D& ¢ miéu, Linh Son ¢8 mi€u, That Phl ¢6 mi€u (quan O Mén); That Phi vé miéu
(quan Thét Nét).

(8) Huynh Quéc Théng (2000), “L& hoi dan gian ngudi Viét & Nam B - y&u t8 gop phan hinh
thanh viing van héa Nam B6 - nét “gach néi” clia v&n héa Viét Nam va Bong Nam A”, trong
cudn Van héa Nam B6 trong khdng gian xa héi Déng Nam A, Nxb Pai hoc Quéc gia Thanh
ph& H& Chi Minh, tr. 135.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

1. Phan An (2005), Ngudi Hoa 6 Nam BS, Nxb Khoa hoc X& hoi.
2. Phan An (2006), Gop phan tim hiéu van héa ngudi Hoa 6 Nam B, Nxb Van hoa-Thong tin.
3. V6 Thanh Bang (Chu bién) (2008), Tin nguéng dan gian & Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, Nxb Dai
hoc Quéc gia Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.
Nhiéu tac gia (1990), Chua Hoa Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, Nxb Thanh ph& H& Chi Minh.
5. Tran Hong Lién (2005), Van héa ngudi Hoa & Nam B6 - tin nguéng va tén gido, Nxb Khoa
hoc Xa hoi.
6. T&ng Kim San (2004), Van héa véat chdt va té chiic xa hdi cia ngudi Hoa 6 Can Tho, Luan
van Thac s Van héa hoc, Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
TOM TAT
Bai vi€t gém 3 ndi dung chinh: Qua trinh hinh thanh cac ngdi chua Hoa & Can Thg; Dic
diém clia chua Hoa & Can Tha; va Ngbi chua trong d&i séng ngudi Hoa & Can Tha. T do, tac gid
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ABSTRACT

A

CHINESE TEMPLES IN CAN THO CITY

The article includes 3 main parts: The process of forming Chinese temples in Can Tha City;
Features of Chinese temples in Can Thd; and the role of temples in the life of Chinese people
in Can Thg. Then, the author remarks that, basically, the Chinese people still keep their cultural
identity despite a long time settling in Vietnam; it is proved by a system of Chinese temples in
Can Tha. They mainly worship the spirits originated from their native country in these temples. On
the other hand, Chinese people have also expanded cultural exchanges with indigenous peoples,
expressed through the worship of Vietnamese and Khmer spirits together with their gods in these
temples. This clearly expresses the polytheistic features of Chinese temples.



