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NHO GIAO VA TU TUONG DAN CHU
(Luén vé tu twong “dan cht” Nho gido
ctia Tran Trong Kim trong tic pham Nho gido)
Nguyén Tho Puc’
I. M¢ dau

“Dan chua” va “khoa hoc” 1a san phém vi dai cda lich st nhan loai, cling
1a nhitng nhén t6 1am nén su cudng thinh va wu viét (so voi phuong Pong) cua
cac qubc gia phuong Tay thoi can hién dai. N6 tré thanh biéu tugng ciia van hoa
phuong Tay, va 1a muc tiéu hudng t6i cla cac qudc gia phuong Dong. “Dan chu”
va “khoa hoc” tr¢ thanh tiéu chi chung thé hién trinh do van minh cua mét quéc
gia hién dai, va 1a noi dung chi yéu cua “hién dai hoa”.

That bai tham hai trude stitc manh quan su cta cac nude dé qudc phuong Tay
cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX, 1a cai gia dat phai tra dé tang 16p tri thirc Trung
Quéc va Viét Nam dan tinh ngd va nhan thuc ra r’fmg: “thé ché chinh tri dan chu”
va “nén khoa hoc k¥ thuat hién dai” - san pham dic hitu cta van hoa phuong Tay
chinh 13 nhéan t6 dem lai sitc manh cho cac nudc dé quéc phuong Tay. Su cu(‘mg
thinh va hung manh cta cac nudc phuong Tay duoc quyét dinh boi hai nhan t6 nay.
bay cung la dlem khiém khuyét & cac qudc gia chuyén ché Nho gido Pong A. B01
vay, néu mudn dat nudc tranh duge hoa diét vong, giai phong dan toc khoi xiéng
xich né 1& thuc dan, dua dt nude phat trién giau manh, du stc duong dau véi cac
cudng qudc phuong Ty, cac qudc gia Pong A budc phai hoc tap khoa hoc ki thuat
va xdy dung thé ché chinh tri dan chii theo md hinh phuong Tay dé “hién dai hoa”
dat nudc. Vi thé, “hién dai hoa” tré thanh xu hudng tit yéu, 1a yéu cau birc thiét
mang tinh thoi dai, nd quan xuyén trong nhéan thirc va muc tiéu cta gi6i tu tuong
hién dai Trung Quéc va Viét Nam.

Ciing can hiéu ni ham “hién dai hoa” trong quan niém cta gidi tu tudng hién
dai Trung Qubc va Viét Nam khong don thuan chi 13 hién dai hoa vé mat vat chat,
ma né ludn bao ham hai tang ¥ nghia song trung. Cong cudc hién dai hoa vé mit
chinh thé dan chu va tri thirc khoa hoc (vat chét) phai luén song hanh vai tién trinh
hién dai héa vé mat van hoa - xay dung mdt nén van héa méi (tinh thﬁn). Do vay,
ndi dung cu thé cta “hién dai hoa” 1a phén dau xay dung thé ché chinh tri dan chu

*  Khoa Bong phuwong hoc, Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa héi va Nhan van - Pai hoc Quéc gia Ha Noi.
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theo md hinh cac qudc gia phuong Tay, hoc tap tri thire khoa hoc k¥ thuat hién dai
cua ho, va kién tao mot dién mao van hoa maoi.

Khéc v6i chu truong hién dai hoa ctia nhitng nguoi theo chu nghia Tu do
(Phai Tay héa) va chii nghia Mac & Trung Quéc va Viét Nam dau thé ky XX cho
rang, van hoa Nho gido truyén thong 1a cin nguyén gay ra su lac hau va yéu hén
ctia Trung Qudc va Viét Nam, tan du cia Nho gido van dang can tré tién trinh hién
dai hoa cua Trung Quéc va Viét Nam. Do vay, mudn “hién dai hoa” thanh cong,
mudn di theo con dudng van minh cong nghiép phuong Tay - xay dung chinh thé
dan chu, tiép thu khoa hoc hién dai va kién tao nén vin héa mdi theo md hinh
phuong Tay, thi tién dé cta né 13 phai doan tuyét véi vin hoa Nho gido truyén
théng. Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Quéc va nhiing ngudi theo Khuynh huéng
khang dinh va chan hung Nho gido & Viét Nam (chung t6i tam goi 1a “Khuynh
huéng truyén thdng™) lai cho rang, “hién dai hoa” khong c6 nghia 1 “Tay héa hoan
toan”, cang khong phai 12 doan tuyét véi van hoa Nho gido truyén thong. Cong
cudc hién dai hoa dit nuée phai gén lién véi tién trinh hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho
giao, va phai dugc tién hanh trén nén tang tu tudng Nho gido. Theo ho, hién dai
hoa dat nude voi muc tiéu phu qudc cudng binh 1a két qua truc tiép cia tién trinh
hién dai hoa tu twong Nho gido, vi hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido vé ban chit 1a
diéu chinh va kién tao lai hé tu tuong Nho gido, khién Nho gido co thé thich ung
va tiép nhan thanh tyu “khoa hoc” va “dan chu” phuong Tay. No6i cach khac, hién
dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido 1a 14y Nho gido 1am nén tang dé tiép nhan va dung nap
cac yéu td “dan chu”, “khoa hoc” phuong T4y, nham xy dung mot dit nudc cuong
thinh v&i thé ché chinh tri dan chu, nén khoa hoc hién dai va mot dién mao vin hoa
moi - van hoa Nho gido hién dai. Va nhu vay, mo thue hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho
gido ciling chinh 13 phuong thire cu thé hda muc tiéu hién dai hoa dat nude. Vi y
nghia do, “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” tr¢ thanh diéu kién ton tai séng con cua Nho
gido trong x4 hoi hién dai, cing 1a mot trong nhitng ndi dung chi yéu cia tién trinh
hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido. Ly luan hién dai hoa theo mo6 hinh nay dugc Tan
Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc va gidi nghién ctru khai quat thanh con dudng “Vin
minh cong nghiép phuong Pong”/Chii nghia Tu ban Nho gido. M6 hinh cu thé cia
no l1a: Nho giao + “dan chi” va “khoa hoc”.®V

Pau thé ky XX, khi nha nudc chuyén ché Nho gido sup dd, ché do khoa cir
giai thé, Nho gido roi vao khung hoang nghiém trong. Cling véi qua trinh xam
nhap manh mé ctia vin héa phuong Tay, 1a phong trao phé phan Nho gido ram rd
va gay git cta nhitng ngudi theo Khuynh huéng phan truyén théng ¢ Trung Qudc
va Viét Nam. Thuc té d6 da déy Nho giao té1 bo vuc cua sy tdn vong. Pé chan
hung va khéi phuc Nho giao, khién Nho gido co thé thich ing va tiép tuc ton tai
trong xa hdi hién dai, du mudn hay khong, mdt cach bt budc, Tan Nho gia hién dai
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Trung Qudc va nhitng nguoi theo “Khuynh hudng truyén théng” & Viét Nam déu
phai tim co sé ton tai md&i1 cho Nho gido bang cach hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido.

Phong trao chan hung va hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido & Trung Qudc bat
dau tir nhitng ndm dau thap nién ba muoi thé ky XX, phét trién manh mé va lién
tuc thanh mot dong tu tudng 16n trong lich st tu twong hién dai Trung Qudc - trao
luu Tan Nho hoc hién dgi. Thap nién ba muoi, bdn muoi, & Viét Nam cling dién ra
hoat dong chan hung Nho gido kha ram r v&i nhing dai bicu theo “Khuynh huéng
truyén thong Tac pham Nho gido cua Tran Trong Kim 13 mot trong nhitng trudc
tac tiéu biéu cta hoat dong chan hung Nho gido giai doan nay, thé hién kha rd xu
hudng hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido.

Nho gido 1a mot tac pham kha do so trinh bay vé lich st Nho gido Trung
Quéc va mot phﬁn so luge vé lich st Nho gido Vi¢t Nam. Nho gido thé hién kha
15 xu hudng hién dai héa tu tuong Nho gido cua Tran Trong Kim tir nhiéu phuong
dién, nhu: muc dich bién soan sach “Nho gido”’; phé phdn Nho gido truyén thong;
gidi thich lai tw twéng triét hoc Khong tir; ludn ban vé tryc gidc, Iy tri va phwong
phap triét hoc Nho gido, xdc ldp lai pha hé truyén thira dao thong Nho gido; hién
dai hoa tw twong Nho gidao vé mdt dan chii va khoa hoc; xdc ldp mo thirc van hoa
Viét Nam twong lai.... Viéc tim hiéu, nghién ctru va 1y giai tuong tan n6i dung tu
tudng cua Nho gido, doi hoi mot cong trinh quy mo 16n. Trong bai viét nho nay,
chung t6i tu giéi han cong viéc cua minh 13 tim hiéu quan diém cua Tran Trong
Kim vé tw twong “dan chu” Nho giao, tic tim hiéu mot khau cua tién trinh hién dai
hoa tu tuéng Nho gido ciia Tran Trong Kim trong Nho gido - khau hién dai héa tu
twong Nho gido vé mat “dan chu”. Cong viée cy thé 1a: trén co s¢ phac thio nhiing
quan diém co ban cta Tran Trong Kim vé tu tudng “dan chu” Nho gido/tién trinh
hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido vé mit “dan chi” trong Nho gido, bai viét dua ra
danh gia so bo vé uu nhuoc diém cua qué trinh nay. Ngoai ra, bai viét ciing thir dat
khau hién dai héa tu tuéng Nho gido vé mat “dan chu” cta Tran Trong Kim vao bbi
canh van dong va phat trién chung ctia Nho giao khu vuc, bude dau tim hiéu nhiing
diém chung va khéc biét trong ndi dung va thao tac hién dai héa tu tudéng Nho gido
vé mat “dan chu” giita Tran Trong Kim v&i Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc.

II. Tw twomg “dan chi” Nho gido ciia Tran Trong Kim trong tic pham
Nho gido

Nhu trén da néi, “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” 1a muc tiéu cua hi¢n dai hoa, cling
1a diéu kién ton tai s6ng con cua Nho gido trong xa hoi hién dai. Do do, trong khi
tién hanh hién dai héa tu twong Nho giao nham tim kiém co s& ton tai méi cho
Nho gi4o, Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc va nhitng nguoi theo Khuynh hudng
truyén thong & Viét Nam déu khong thé bé qua khau quan trong nay - hién dai héa
tir tuéng Nho gido vé mdt “dan chii” va “khoa hoc”.
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Trong tac pham Nho gido, ngoai nd luc giai thich, kién tao lai va hién dai hoa
mot loat cac van dé tu tudng triét hoc Nho gido,® Tran Trong Kim con dic biét
quan tdm dén viéc hién dai hoa nham cdy ghép cho hoc thuyét Nho gido tu tudng
“dan chu” va “khoa hoc”. Noi dung cu thé ctia cong viéc ndy 1a tap trung luan giai
tu tudng “dan ch” vén ham chira trong hoc thuyét Nho gido, dong thoi so sanh va
chi ra vu nhuoc diém giita tu twong “dan chi” Nho gido véi thé ché chinh tri dan
cha phuong Tay hién dai. Bén canh d6, Tran Trong Kim ciing trinh bay vé mam
méng tu tudng “khoa hoc” trong hoc thuyét Nho gido, va bién luan vé mbi quan h¢
va kha ning két hop, dung hoa gitta Nho gido véi “khoa hoc” hién dai phuong Tay.

Van dé kho khin & chd, vao thoi diém dau thé ky XX, nhiing ngudi theo
Khuynh huéng Phéan truyén théng & Trung Qudc va Viét Nam lai dang phé phan
gay gat Nho gido 1a ¢b hu lac hau, 1a tht 18 gido an thit nguodi. Nho gido khong
nhirng khiém khuyét tu tuéng “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”, ma con mau thuin véi
“dan chu” va “khoa hoc” nhu nudc voi Itra. Nho giao 1a rao can ngan tr¢ sy phat
trién va cong cudc hién dai hoa dat nude, can trd viée hoc tap khoa hoc k¥ thuat
va xay dung thé ché chinh tri dan chi theo mé hinh phuong Tay hién dai. Trong
miét nhitg ngudi Phan truyén thong, hién dai hoa dat nudc tat yéu phai gat bo va
doan tuyét vi Nho gido truyén thong. Vay thi, chi truong két hop va dung hoa
Nho gido voi “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” hién dai phuong Tay cua Tan Nho gia hién
dai Trung Quéc va nhitng nguoi theo Khuynh hudng truyén thong & Viét Nam nhur
Tran Trong Kim, liéu c6 phai 1a cach lam thoa dang va kha thi? Trong bdi canh do,
dé c6 cau tra 10i khang dinh, Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc va nhiing ngudi
theo Khuynh hudng truyén théng ¢ Viét Nam budc phai chirng minh duoc ring,
tuy khong thanh tyu nhu thé ché chinh tri “dan chu” va nén “khoa hoc” hién dai
ctia phuong T4y, nhung Nho gido vén ham chira mam mdng tu tuéng “dan chi”
va “khoa hoc”, hodc chi it, néu khong c6 mam méng thi Nho gio ciing khong mau
thudn xung khic véi nhitng tu tudng nay. Chi nhu vay, méi co thé tao diéu kién
va co s& cho Nho gido c6 thé tiép nhan, dung nap, két hop va dung hoa véi “dan
chi” va “khoa hoc” mét cach thuan loi. Khong chimg minh duogc diéu nay, dong
nghia véi viéc Nho gido khong con 1y do ton tai. Day 1a diém mau chét bude cac
nha Nho hién dai phai cai tao, gidi thich lai va hi¢n dai héa tu tuong Nho gido,
khién Nho giao c6 thé thich ing va dung hoa véi thé ché chinh tri “dan chi” va nén
“khoa hoc” k¥ thuat phuong Tay hién dai. Y thtrc dugc sy sdng con cua Nho gido
phu thudc vao viéc nghién ctru mang tinh d6t pha vé tu tuong, hy vong bang su ¢d
gang cta minh c6 thé chan hung Nho gido, Tran Trong Kim da c6 ging giai thich
lai va lam méi tu tuong Nho gido theo hudng hién dai hoa, nham chtrng minh hoc
thuyét Nho gido von ham chira tu tudng “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”. Tir d6 khang
dinh Nho gido khong nhing khong ddi lap, xung khic voi tu tuong “dan chu” va
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“khoa hoc” phuwong T4y hién dai, ma con bao ham nhiéu tu tuéng “dan chi” va
“khoa hoc”, tham chi tu tuong “dan chi” Nho gido con uvu viét hon thé ché chinh
tri dan chu phuong Tay.®

1. Quan diém ciia Tran Trong Kim vé tw twong “dén chii” Nho gido

Theo tac gia sach Nho gido, vé chinh tri, Nho gido quan ni¢m sy tri loan trong
thién ha phu thudc vao ngudi lanh dao, ngudi cam quyén, khéng phu thude vao
loai hinh chinh thé. Nguoi 1anh dao ¢6 tai, co duc, thi nude tri. Nguoi 1anh dao vo
tai, vo duc, thi nudc loan. Du ¢cé ché do hay, chinh thé tét, nhung nguoi lanh dao
khong c6 tai dirc, dat nude ciing loan. Vi thé, Nho gido chi truong nguoi lanh dao
phai 1 nguoi ¢ tai, co dirc, luén phai kinh can sira minh va biét dung nguoi hién
gitp nudce, gitp dan:

“ta phai biét rang quan niém ciia Nho gido vé dwong chinh tri cho sw tri logn
trong xd héi do & ngueoi hanh chinh, ché khéng phdi ¢ chinh thé. Ngwoi hanh chinh
ma co tai, co dirc, thi nuwoc dwoc tri; nguoi hanh chinh khong co tai, khong co diec,
thi nwéc phai loan. Ddu chinh thé ¢é hay dén dau ma nguwoi hanh chinh khéng ra
gi, thi ciing héa ra dé. Khong tir néi rang: “Van Vii chi chinh bé tai phwong sdch,
ky nhan ton, tic ky chinh cit, ky nhdn vong, tdc ky chinh tirc: viéc chinh tri ciia vua
Van vua Vi bay ra & trong sach. Néu nhitng nguwoi nhu vua Van vua Vii con, thi
cdi chinh tri dy thi hanh ra, néu nhitng nguwoi dy mat, thi cdi chinh tri dy hu hong”’
(“Trung dung”). Vdy viéc chinh tri hay dé cot ¢ nguoi hanh chinh”.®

Tran Trong Kim cho rang, quan niém “coi trong nguoi co tai co dic” trong
chinh tri ctia Nho giao khac biét vdi quan niém “coi trong loai hinh chinh thé” cua
phuong Tay. Nguoi phwong T4y cho rang, su tri loan trong nudc phu thudc vao
chinh thé cht khong do ngudi 1anh dao, chi can c¢6 chinh thé tot, nguoi lanh dao
ctr theo chinh thé d6 ma lam. Theo 1y giai ctia Tran Trong Kim, xét ra bén Pong
bén Tay déu co so truong va s¢ doan cua no, néu chi thién v& mot mit nao do, déu
khong tét. Vi rang, c¢6 chinh thé tot nhung nguoi lanh dao khong ra gi, thi chinh
thé tét cling hoa do. Nguoc lai, nguoi 1anh dao tét ma chinh thé do, thi ciing hong.
Tir d6 Tran Trong Kim chu truong chiét trung, két hop Pong Ty, két hop Nho
gido véi chinh thé dan chi phuong Ty - “ngudi lanh dao t6t” voi “chinh thé tot”.
Song Tran Trong Kim van nhan manh va thién vé phuong dién tu dudng dao duc
cua nguoi lanh dao, coi trong yéu td dao duc, nhan nghia ctia nguoi lanh dao hon
loai hinh chinh thé. Ong cho rang du ¢ chinh thé nio, ngudi linh dao van phai la
ngudi c6 dao dirc, nhan nghia va trung chinh, xa hoi mai tot dugc:

“cur le trung, thi can phdi c6 chinh thé tot va nguoi hanh chinh tot. Nhung

truoc sau van can co nguoi nhan nghia trung chinh méi hay dwoe. Vay ldy dao ma
stka minh van la viéc trong yéu trong chinh tri”.®
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Khi luan giai tu tudong “dan chu” cta hoc thuyét Nho gido, Tran Trong Kim
ddc bi¢t coi trong pham tru ¢ quén quyén va “trung quan”. Trong khi nhﬁ’ng nguoi
theo Khuynh huong Phan truyen théng duong thoi phé phan gay git pham tru

quan quyén” va “trung quan” ctia Nho gido 1a hu bai, théi nat, Tran Trong Kim
lai khang dinh y nghia hi¢n dai ctia pham tru nay. Tran Trong Kim cho rﬁng, trudc
nay nhitng nguoi phé phan tu tudng “quan quyén” va “trung quan” cua Nho gido
1a chuyén ché, hii bai, khong hop thoi, tréi véi thé ché dan chi, 1ap hién hay cong
hoa thoi nay, 12 bai ho chi hiéu ¢ trung quan” theo nghla hep, nghla ti€u cuc, tuc
trung thanh (“ngu trung”) véi bac dé vuong cu thé, ma chua hiéu “trung quan”
theo nghia rong — “trung véi cai quan quyén trong nudc”. Tran Trong Kim 1y giai
¥y nghia “quan quyén” nhu sau: khi ngudi ta quan tu véi nhau thanh x3a hoi, phai c6
mot ngudi cam quyén tbi cao dé giit ky cuong xa hoi. Cai dy goi la “quﬁn quyén” -
“quyén chii té ca mét mede” © Ngudi gitr “quan quyén duoc goi 1a “dé”, “vuong”
hodc “vua”. Vé chinh tri, Nho gido lay nghia quan than lam trong. “Than” 1a c4c
quan - ngudi hién tuyén chon trong dan chung, co nghia vu gitp vua diéu hanh
dat nudc. Nho gido chi trrong trong nha con phai hiéu voi cha me, trong nudc
than dan phai trung v6i vua, goi 1a “trung quan”. Theo Tran Trong Kim, khong nén
hiéu hai chit “trung quan” theo nghia thong thuong va tiéu cuc, tic trung thanh
v6i ngudi lam dé, 1am vuong hay mot 6ng vua cu thé nao — ngu trung”, ma phai
hiéu theo nghia rong, tiec “trung véi cdi quan quyén trong nugc” . Hiéu theo nghia
do6 “thi bat cit 0'vao thoi dai ndo, hai chit trung quan van co nghla chinh dang. Co
long trung dy thi dan méi yén va nudc moi tri, mién la quan quyén khong trai voi
long dan la dwec”.? Khi hiéu “trung quan” theo nghia rong niy, tu tuéng “trung
quan” cua Nho gido khong nhiing khong con mang ¥ nghia ti€u cuc, ma n6 cd y
nghia tich cyc va phu hop “chinh dang” véi moi thoi dai, ké ca thoi diém duong
thoi - khi Viét Nam dang phén dau va hudng téi hoc tap, xay dung thé ché chinh tri
moi theo mé hinh dan chi phuong Tay. Diéu d6 c6 nghia, tu twéng “quan quyén”
va “trung quan” ciia Nho gio khong nhirng khong méau thuan va xung khac véi thé
ché dan chi hién dai, ma con phu hop “chinh dang” véi thé ché chinh tri dan chu
hién dai, tham chi con ¢6 y nghia “chinh dang” ¢ moi thoi dai.

Tran Trong Kim ciing cho rang, ngay nay ngudi ta ddi “quan chu” thanh “dan
chu”, ching qua chi thay d6i “cai danh”, chir “cai thuc” van khong thay ddi, vi
chinh thé nao ciing can phai c¢6 cai “quan quyén”. Do do, tu tuéng “quin quyén”
va “trung quin” cua Nho gido khong nhitng khong phai 1a tht hu bai thdi nat nhu
nhitng ngudi duong thoi phé phan, ma nguoc lai né van co gia tri va y nghia trong
thoi hién dai, khi thé ché dan chu hién dai da thay thé thé ché quan chu phong
kién. Boi vi, moi chinh thé ¢ bat ctr thoi dai nao ciing can phai c6 “quan quyén”,
va “trung quan” khong phai “ngu trung” véi mot ong dé, ong vuong cu thé, ma la
“trung voi cai quan quyén trong nudc”.
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Tran Trong Kim cho ring, “quan quyén” 1 bao vat vo gia, quan hé d&én van
ménh qubc gia dan toc, “quin quyén” do troi trao cho dng vua. Nhung can hiéu
r::ing, chinh thé ctiia Nho giao khac véi chinh thé cua cac hoc thuyét khac, khi da
cho vua thay troi tri dan thi vua mudn lam gi thi 1am, khong ai dam tréi 1énh vua,
1&€nh vua 14 1€nh troi, ¥ vua lay trorl Nho gido khong nhu vay, Nho gido chu truong
nguoi lam dé vuong tuy nam quyen hanh 16n, nhung khong dugc lam dung quyen
ctia minh lam diéu tan bao. Vi rang, Nho gido quan niém trdi véi ngudi cung dong
mot the, toan dan mudn thé nio thi troi mudn thé d6, y dan 1a ¥ troi. Vua lam trai
long dan Ia trdi ménh trc‘ri va y troi. Cong viée chinh tri cia vua la phéi theo long
dan. Vua tuy la thay quyen troi, nhung ddi véi dan lal phai chlu hét ca cac trach
nhiém. Dan tuy chiu quyén cai tri ctia vua, nhung van cé quyen bét vua phai lam
nhimg diéu tét lanh. Cho nén, Khong gido tuy “ton quan quyén”, nhung “khong
chuyén ché”, ma dic biét coi trong dan. Quyén cua vua v6i dan nhu cha véi con
cai, vua phai lo cho dan an cu lac nghiép. D6 1a mot chinh thé rat tdt, rat cong béng
va hop v6i nghia “duy dan”.® Néu ngudi ta thuce hién dugc theo 1y tudng chinh thé
nay, s€ co6 mot xa hoi tot dep - mdt chinh thé dan chu chinh dang:

“xem nhuw thé thi chinh thé ciia Khong gido tuy la chinh thé qudn chii, nhung
cdi quyén éng vua doi véi dan khong khdc gi cdi quyén nguwoi cha doi véi cdc con.
Nguoi lam vua trong nudc phai co nhan co diec, lo cho ddan dwoc an cu lac nghiép,
dwoc cuong thinh vé vang nhw cha lo cho con vdy. Ong vua tuy lam chii té ca nude,
nhiwng khong dwoc chuyén ché, viée gi ciing phdi theo 1& céng binh ma lam. Nguwoi
trong nwéc khéng cir sang hén, hé ai ¢ tdi ¢é tri la dwoe cdt nhdc lén givip vua ma
tri dan. Vua véi quan déu ldy sy loi dan lam chi dich. Thanh thir trong nuée cé
vua, ¢6 quan, ma van ldy dan lam trong hon ca. Néu ngueoi doi ma thie hanh dwoc
Iy twong dy thi that la Ip thanh mét chinh thé rdt hay, rat céng binh, va lai hop cdi
nghia duy ddn chinh dang”.®

Tran Trong Kim nhan manh, Nho gido dac biét coi trong mbi quan h¢ gitra
vua v6i dan. Mdi quan hé giira vua voi dan vo ciing mat thiét. Dan 1ay vua lam tam,
vua ldy dan 1am than thé. Vua khong thé khong c6 dan, dan khong thé khong c6
vua, hai bén nwong tua khing khit véi nhau nhu tim véi thé: “ddn ldy vua lam tam,
vua ldy ddn lam than thé; tam trang chinh thi than thé thw thdi, tam nghiém tic thi
dung mao cung kinh. Tam thich cdi gi, than thé dt la yén vui cdi dy; vua thich cdi
@i, dan dt la mudn cdi dy. Tam nho than thé ma todn, va ciing vi thdan thé ma nguy;
vua nho din ma con, va ciing vi dan ma mar”." Bi mdi quan hé khing khit nhu
thé, cho nén dé cing c6 ngdi vi cia minh yén va viing, ong vua trong chinh thé Nho
gido luon dung chinh sach vuong dao dé cai tri dat nuéc va dan chung. Vua luén
coi trong dan, lo léng va lam loi cho dan, dung nhan nghia, i kinh tri dan, luén gitr
cho dan dugc an lac hoa binh. P6 1a chinh sach vuong dao cua Nho gido.
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Tir khiang dinh gié tri va y nghia hién dai cta tu tudng “trung quan” va “quan
quyén” ctia hoc thuyét Nho gido, cho rang Nho gido ham chira tu tuong “dan chu”,
Nho gido khong chuyén ché, khong trai véi dan chua, phi hop véi dan chii, Nho
gido luén hudng téi mot chinh thé tét, cong bang, Nho gido doi hoi nguoi 1anh dao
phai c6 tai durc, phai thi hanh nhan chinh, phai coi trong va cham lo cho dan chung,
Tran Trong Kim tién t&i phan bac quan diém cho rang Nho gido mau thuin va
xung dot voi tu tuong “dan chu” hién dai. Theo Tran Trong Kim, Nho gido khong
nhirng khong xung dot va mau thuan vaoi “dan chi”, ma nguoc lai, ban than hoc
thuyét Nho gido ham chtra nhiéu tu tudng “dan cht”. Chi vi ngudi doi nay rat myc
xu phu theo tu tuéng phuwong Tay, cho rang chi c6 phwong Tay mdi c6 tu tudng
va thé ché chinh tri dan chu. Ho khong suy xét k§ hoc thuyét Nho gido, nén khong
biét trong Nho gido vén ham chtra nhiéu tu tuéong dan cha. Tran Trong Kim cho
rang, Manh tir tuy thira nhan chinh thé quin chu, nhung Manh tir coi thién ha 1a
ctia chung (“thién ha vi cong”) chir khong phai ciia riéng mot ong vua nao. Quyén
cai tri cua 6ng vua la troi trao cho, cling ttrc 1a 1ong dan ung thuén cho ai thi nguoi
do6 dugc. Manh tir ddc biét coi trong dan ching, ton trong dan y, diéu nay thé hién
rd trong tuyén ngdn kinh dién caa Manh tir: “dan vi quy, x3 tic tha chi, quan vi
khinh” (Manh ti - Céo tir ha). Tuyén ngdén nay cho thdy Manh tir xem trong dan
hon vua nhu thé ndo. Xuat phat tir cha truong d6, Manh tir yéu cau ngudi lam vua
phai thi hanh “nhan chinh” {~BZ, phai ¢6 trach nhiém chdm lo, bao vé dan chung.
Do 1a su coi trong dan chung trong tu tudng chinh tr1 “duy dan” (“dan chu” - NTD)
ctia Manh tir. Vi ¢6 tinh than “duy dan”, nén Manh tir chi truong 1y phép cong
dé tri dan, tri nudc. Pa goi 1a phép cong, thi tir vua quan cho dén dan ching, ai ai
cling phai theo phép cong d6. Va vi trong phép cong, nén Manh tir chinh 1a nguoi
phat minh ra cht nghia binh dang trong phéap luat va tinh than 1ap hién trong chinh
thé quan chi. Tran Trong Kim trich ddn doan déi thoai gitta Pao Ung va Manh tir
trong sach Manh tir khi ban vé chuyén gia thiét néu cha vua Thuan giét nguoi, Cao
Dao 1am quan phai xir 1y ra sao, dé ching minh Manh tir khong chi coi trong binh
dang, ma con 1a nguoi phat minh ra cht nghia binh dang trong phap luat va tinh
than 1ap hién. Cau chuyén duogc Tran Trong Kim trich dan nhu sau :

“Pao Ung la mén dé Manh tir héi: “vua Thudn lam thién tir, Cao Dao lam
quan si, C6 Tau giét ngueoi, thi lam thé nao?” Manh tir tra 1oi : “Cir viée bat Co Tau
ma théi.” - “Vay thi vua Thudn khéng cam a?” - “vua Thudn cdam sao dwoc. Phép
truyén thu doi no qua doi kia la phép céng vay”” (Manh tir - Tan tam thirong).

Ttr cau chuyén nay, Tran Trong Kim khang dinh: “dd ¢6 phép cong thi thién
tir ciing khéng thé ldy quyén thé ma bo dwoc. Ngwoi lam quan giik phép cir theo
phép ma tri t6i, dau ngueoi cé téi la ong Thdi thwong hoang ciing khéng tha. Ay thé
mdi la cong. Theo cdi Iy twéng dy thi 6 la Manh tir phdt minh ra chii nghia binh
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ddang trong phdp ludt, cdi tinh than ldp hién trong chinh thé quédn chii vay”. ") Sy
binh dang trong phap luat va tinh than 1ap hién trong cau chuyén nay 1a, tir thién tir
cho dén thir dan, ai ai cling binh dang trudc phap luat. Mot khi ai ¢6 pham toi giét
nguoi, cho du do 1a ai, 1a dan thuong hay 6ng Thai thugng hoang cling nhu nhau,
déu bi phap luat tri t6i. Vua Thudn 1am thién tir nhung khong dam cdy quyén cua
minh ma xdm pham dén quyén phan xét doc 1ap cua Cao Dao dé xin tha cho cha
minh, vi 1am nhu vay 1a phé hoai phép luat ctia nha nudc. Cao Dao ciing khong thé
vi né thién tir ma tha t6i cho ké giét nguoi 1a Co Tau, vi lam vay 1a khong lam tron
chtic trach cia ngudi chap phap.

Trén day 14 quan diém cta Tran Trong Kim vé tu tuong “dan chii” ciia hoc
thuyét Nho gido. Tuy khong danh that nhiéu thoi gian trinh bay va luan giai tu
tudng “dan chu” Nho gido va mdi quan hé gitta Nho gido va thé ché chinh trj dan
chu hién dai, song can cr vao nhiing trinh bay va bi¢n luan cua Tran Trong Kim,
ta thay quan diém cta 6ng la khang dinh gi4 tri va y nghia hién dai cia pham tru
“quan quyeén”, “trung quan” ctiia Nho gido, nhat 1 tu tuéng “duy dan” cua Manh
tir. Theo Tran Trong Kim, Nho giao khong nhiing khong ddi lap, xung khic vai
“dan chu”, ma nguoc lai Nho gido con ham chira nhiéu yéu t6 “dan chi”, tu tuong
“dan chu” Nho gido phu hop “chinh ddng” véi moi thoi dai. Van dé tu tuong “dan
chu” cia Nho gido va mbi quan hé giira Nho gido véi “dan chu” duoc Tran Trong
Kim tiép tuc trinh bay, ludn giai, bi¢n luan va trién khai & mutrc @6 sau hon khi ong
tranh luan v6i Phan Khoi vé van dé nay.

2. Tranh luan voi Phan Khoi

So v6i chu truong khang dinh va chan hung Nho gido ciia Tran Trong Kim,
Phan Khoi (1887-1959) 1a ngudi c¢6 quan diém dbi lap, 1a dai dién tiéu biéu cua xu
huéng phé phan Nho gido ¢ Viét Nam thap nién ba muoi thé ky XX. Phan Khoi
phé phan Nho gido manh mé va gay git. Trudc khi cudn Nho gido cta Tran Trong
Kim xuat ban, Phan Khoi di viét mot loat bai phé phan Nho gido trén bio Phu ni
tdn van vao nam 1929.92 Ong kéu goi vt bo tu tuong lac hau va 16i thoi ciia Nho
gido, chi truong hoc tap khoa hoc k¥ thut va xay dung thé ché chinh tri dan cha
hién dai phuong Ty, dé hién dai hoa dat nudec.

Theo 10i Phan Khoi trong bai “Poc cudn “Nho gido” cta éng Tran Trong
Kim” déng trén Phy nit tan van nam 1930, trude khi cudn Nho gido ctia Tran Trong
Kim ra mit ban doc, nha xuit ban da moi ong doc tham dinh phé binh cudn sach
nay. Vi thé, Phan Khéi 1a nguoi dau tién viét bai phé binh noi dung sach Nho gido.
Trong bai viét nay, bén canh khang dinh nhiing wu diém va gia tri hoc thuét cua
sach Nho gido, Phan Khoi ciing phé binh Tran Trong Kim nhiéu diém, trong d6 ndi
bat 1 van dé tu tuong “dan cha” Nho gido.
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Trong bai bao néi trén, trude hét Phan Khoéi khang dinh “chi nghia tén qudn
ciia Khong gido trdi véi chii nghia duy déan (démocratisme)”® ngay nay. Tiép
d6 ong phé binh, phu nhan quan diém va cach giai thich y nghia pham tri “quéan
quyén” va tu tuong “trung quﬁn” ctia Tran Trong Kim. Theo Phan Khéi, quan diém
cho rang “chdnh the nao ciing can phdi c¢é cdi quan quyén”, “trung qudn la trung
VGi cdi quan quyén chir khong phaz trung véi ngwoi lam vua”, va “bdt cir & vao
thoi dai nao, hai chir trung quan van co nghia chinh dang” cia Tran Trong Kim
1a khong dung. Ong cho rang, khong thé noi chinh thé nao ciing can phai co “quan
quyén”, ma phai n6i chinh thé nao ciing can phai c6 “chii quyén”. Phan Khoi 1y
giai nhu sau, “quan quyén” 1 chi quyén cua 6ng vua trong x3 hoi chuyén ché Nho
gido ngay xua, khong phai 12 “chii quyén”/hién phap & cac nudc theo thé ché chinh
tr1 dan chu ngay nay. Tu tudng “trung quan” cia Nho gido chi su trung thanh cua
bé toi va dan chung voi 6ng vua chuyén ché ngay xwa, khong phai “trung véi cai
quan quyén trong nudc” theo nghia ngudi dan trung voi “chii quyén” hay “hién
phap” & mot nudc theo thé ché chinh tri dan chu hién dai ngay nay. O cac nude dan
chu ngay nay, nguoi dan trung” la “trung v6i hién phép” chur khong phai “trung
Vol quyen cua ong tong théng nao”. Vi vay, khong thé thi hanh tu tuéng “trung
quan” ctia Nho gido ¢ bat cir mot qudc gia dan chi hién dai ndo :

“Mét éng vua chuyén ché doi xwa véi mét éng tong thong cia dan quoc doi
nay, quyén han khac nhau thé nao, cdi dé cé 1é Tran tién sanh con biét 6 hon t6i,
thé nao lai goi duoc rcing doi danh ma khong bo thuc? Néu qua thiét nhu loi tién
sanh do, thi ca thé gidi ho ldy cdi loi gi ma chiu chét hét 1op no dén 16p khac dé
chi dem c6 hai chit tong thong ma thay cho hai chit dé vieong? Tién sanh lai noi
“chanh thé nao ciing can phdi c6 qudn quyén” - 1oi néi dé khéng diing. Phdi néi
rdang chdnh thé ndo ciing cdn c6 chii quyén, méi ding. Cdi chii quyén ciia cdc nude
dan quéc doi nay ¢ dau? O hlen phap. Vay thi nhan dan trung la trung véi hién
phap, trung voi caz chu quyen dy ché chang phaz trung voi cdi quyén cua vua nao
hay la cia 6ng tong thong nao. Cho nén, dng néu dem cdi nghia trung qudn cia
Khéng gido ma thi hanh trong mét nuée dan chii ndo, thi thiét chang thdy cé cdi
nghia gi la chanh dang ca”."»

Phan Khéi ciing chi ra mau thuln trong tu tudng cta Tran Trong Kim, béi
trong sach Nho gido, Tran Trong Kim mot mit khang dinh ¥ nghia hién dai cia tu
tudng “quan quyeén” va “trung quan” cua Nho gido, mit khac ong lai thira nhan
Nho gido chi co thé thuc hanh dugc trong xa hoi thoi cO: “mét cdi hoc thuyét chu
trong tryc giac nhw Nho gido, thi chi thi thé ra dwoc & thoi dai nhan dan con c¢é
tinh chat phac, sy lam an con gian di, chir khi nhan tri da bién thién, khoa hoc da
thinh hanh, cudc sinh hoat thanh ra phién phirc nhu thoi nay, thi cdi hoc thuyét dy
vi tat di c6 mdy nguwoi chiu theo, ma cé theo nita, ciing chuwa chdc da theo dwoc
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ding” .19 va “nay ta & vao thoi dai khoa hoc dang tién bo, ta khéng thé tré lai theo
16i sinh hoat thoi ¢6 dwoc”.'® Phan Khéi con cham biém, s¢ di Tran Trong Kim
cling biét Nho gido khéng con hop voi thoi dai ngy nay, nhung ¢6 bién minh va
tim 1y do dé hop 1y hoa cho sy ton tai ciia Nho gi4o trong thoi hién dai, 1a vi ong
qua ning tinh véi Nho gido, nén du “tién sinh da biét la dwong dy ma con noi
duong kia”."D

Sau bai phé binh ndy cta Phan Khéi, Tran Trong Kim viét bai “May 10i ban
v6i Phan tién sinh vé Khong gido”® tranh luan v6i Phan Khoi vé y nghia “quéan
quyén” va “trung quan”. Trong bai viét nay, Tran Trong Kim cho rang s& di Phan
Khéi pht nhén tu tuéng “trung quan” va “quin quyén” cta Nho gido, cho rang né
khong phu hop véi thoi dai ngdy nay, 13 vi Phan Khoi khong hiéu y nghia hai chi
“trung quan” va “quin quyén” theo giai thich ctia 6ng. Theo Tran Trong Kim, dng
no6i chir “quan” cling tic 1a noi chit “chu”, cho nén no6i “trung quan” tuc 1a “trung
chu”, va “trung véi quin quyén” ciing tirc 1a “trung véi chu quyén”. Néu Phan
Khoi khing dinh sy khac biét giita “quan quyén” va “cha quyén”, thi Tran Trong
Kim lai ¢ ging dong nhat nghia chit “quan” véi chit “chu”, va khang dinh nghia
ctia chung 1 nhu nhau, vi ring:

“khi xwa cac dan toc moi nhom lén, ai co thé lyc gitr dwoc mot cho nao thi
N 5 XA e e~ 7. Ae oA A s Y] A2 A ~ ¢ A3
lam chu cho dy, nguoi gitr cai ngoi ong chu dy thi goi la “quan”. Vay chit “qudn
voi chit “chu’” la mot nghia. Nhung “qudn’ thi noi vé dwong chinh tri, ma “chu”
thi noi vé viéc gi ciing dwoc” .1

Tran Trong Kim cho rang, d c6 xi hoi thi phai c6 “quan”, va “quyén cua
ngdi quan” duoc goi la “vuong” hoéc “dé”. Khong giéo tuy thira nhan cac bac dé
vuong la “quan”, nhu’ng lai yéu cau cac bac quan > phai 1[am tron chic vu bao
dan ctia minh. Khéng gido cung cho rang ¢ quan quyén” 1a than khi, 1am cha sy tri
loan cuia x4 hoi, cho nén Khong gido chi néi “trung quan” chir khéng néi “trung
vuong” hay “trung dé”. S¢ di nhu vay, 1a vi khi bac dé vuong nio chuyén quyén
lam nhirng diéu hai dan hai nuéc, dan c6 quyén ndi day trir bo bac dé vuong do, lap
dé vuong khac, chtr khong nhat nhét trung thanh (ngu trung) V01 bac dé vuong tan
bao d6. Cai nghia “trung quan” 1a nhu thé, 1a trung v6i “quyén” ctia ng01 quan”,
chtr khong phai trung voi mot 6ng vua hay ong dé nhat dinh nao. Theo Tran Trong
Kim, cach hiéu “trung quan” 1a trung v&i “nha lam vua” cu thé, cdi ma ta van hay
goi 1a “ngu trung”, 1a do sau nay ta theo 16i chuyén ché nén méi hiéu theo nghia
hep d6. Nhung “Khéng gido co day rcfng' ngu’(‘fi trung than la ngwd’i tdng dao bdt
tong qudn, chinh la dé chira cdi hep ciia “qudn” vdy”.? Vi thé, can hiéu y y nghia

“trung quan” theo cach giai thich ctia Tran Trong Kim 1a “trung v&i cai quyen cua
ngdi quan”, trong d6 “ngdi quan” 1a bién sd chir khong phai mot 6ng “dé” hay
“vuong” cu thé.
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Khing dinh “quan” va “chu” c¢6 y nghia nhu nhau, duong nhién “quan
quyén” ciing tirc 1 “chu quyén”: “dd néi “qudn quyén” tirc la “chii quyén”, cho
nén nhitng dan téc bi bon dé vicong dp ché thdi qud méi néi 1én trir bé bon dy ma
gitF ldy cdi “qudn quyén”. Ciing vi thé cho nén khi dan nwéc Phép dung 1én cudc
cdach ménh ben xwong lén cdi chu nghia “souverain peuple” tirc la dan giit quan
quyén”.?V Tran Trong Kim 1y giai, khi dn chung trao cai “quin quyén” cho mot
nguoi hodc mdt nhom nguoi, thi ngudi trong nude phai tudn theo ménh 1€nh cta
ngudi gitt “quan quyén” dp, tre 13 trung voi cai “quan quyén”/“chu quyén” da
dinh, cho nén mé&i noi: “bat ky o vao thoi dai nao, hai chit “trung quan’ van co

» (22)

nghia chinh dang”.

Néu Phan Khoi phan biét sy khac nhau vé ban chét giita “quan quyén” cia
Nho gido voi “hién phap”, “lap hién” & cac qudc gia dan chu hién dai, thi Tran
Trong Kim lai ¢6 ging ddng nhat chung véi nhau. Tran Trong Kim cho ring, “lap
hién” chang qua ciing chi 14 sy wdc dinh viéc thi hanh cai “quan quyén”. Ai lam trai
wdc dinh nay 1a pham t6i “bat trung véi quan”. Cho nén xét vé ban chét, ¥ nghia
ctia “lap hién” va “cong hoa” doi nay khong khac may so v6i y nghia “quéin quyén”
ctia Khong gido. Tran Trong Kim khang dinh, vé ban chat, xa hoi ngay nay chi thay
d6i cai “danh” — tén goi cai “quan quyén”, chir khong thay doi cai “thuc” — ban
chat ctia “quan quyén”:

“T6i dam hoi Phan tién sinh rang da c6 cdi xa héi nao bé dwoc cdi “qudn
quyén” nhu téi dd néi trén kia chwa? Dadn téc nay ddnh dé cdi chinh thé chuyén
ché di, dinh ra “ldp hién” dé giao cdi “qudn quyén” cho mét bon nguoi, goi la
“cong hoa”. Dén téc kia néi lén dinh ra “ldp hién” d@é han ché cdi uy quyén ciia
ong vua goi la “qudn chi ldp hién”. Rt cuc lai, ngueoi lam ddn van chiu cdi “qudn
quyén ', co khi do dwoc mot chut chuyén ché ciia mot nguoi, thi lai bi sw chuyén
ché ciia mot bon. Nguoi déng thué van phdi déng thué, ngueoi di linh van phdi di
linh, ngwoi hén yéu van bi nguwoi khée manh bat nat. Cdi danh tuy déi ma cdi thuec
van con”.®)

Su tuong dong vé ¥ nghia giita “quan quyén” ctia Khong gido véi thé ché
“lap hién” va “cong hoa” & cac nudc phuong Tay hién dai, thém vao d6 Nho gido
lai chu trrong nguoi 1anh dao phai c6 tai ¢o duc, phai theo nhan chinh, phai cham
lo yéu thuong dan chung, trong nudc tir vua quan dén dan ching ai ai ciing lo sta
minh, 1am diéu nhan nghia. Mot hoc thuyét nhu vdy, duong nhién pht hop véi moi
thoi dai va “mudn theo chinh thé nao ciing dwoc” va “dau theo chinh thé ndo, nudc
ciing tri dwrge”.%Y Boi vy, Tran Trong Kim nhin manh, khong ¢ 1y do gi dé vt
bdé mdt hoc thuyét nhu Nho gido ca.

S& di nhat quyét bién luan tu tudong “dan chu” Nho gido dong nhit véi thé ché
dan chu hién dai, vi theo Tran Trong Kim, doc sach Nho gido phai linh hoi céi tinh
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than ctia Nho gido, ma khong nén theo 16i hu nho cb chép theo ting ciu ting chit.
Cai hoc Nho gido 1a cai hoc tinh than, néu nguoi hoc cr cham chim vao van tir va
chit nghia, s& bé mat nghia 1y va tinh than, khong thé hiéu dugc dao thanh hién.
Nguyén tac doc sach 1a khong dugc cau né, cd chép, ma “di tu hai y”: “t6i da noi
nguoi hoc Nho gido phdi dat t&i cdi tinh than méi hay, chiv dirng cé chap theo timg

nghia ting chit vun vt ma thanh ra hii nho nhw ta da tréng thay”.®>

Tran Trong Kim ciing thanh minh v&i Phan Khai, viéc ong 1y giai y nghia
hién dai cta pham trii “quan quyén”, “trung quan” nhu trén 13 thuc tinh ong thay
nhu vy, chir khong phai do ning tinh véi Nho gido ma cb gan ghép khién cudng

cho Nho giao nhu 161 Phan Khéi da quy chup cho 6ng.

Cudc tranh luan gitra Tran Trong Kim va Phan Khoi vé tu tudng “dan chu”
Nho gi4o duoc tiép tuc voi bai hoi dap ctia Phan Khoi c6 tiéu dé “Moi Tran Trong
Kim tién sanh di v6i Khong tir, Manh tir #én nha M. Logique choi, tai d6, chiing
ta s& noi chuyén”.@® Trong bai viét nay, Phan Khoi thanh minh, ong da giai thich
cin k& sy khac nhau vé y nghia giira “quan quyén” véi “chu quyén”, giita tu tuong
“trung quan” cta Nho gido v6i thé ché chinh tri “dan chu” va “lap hién” phuong
Tay hién dai, nhung Tran Trong Kim khong nhiing khong phuc, ma con khang
dinh va dong nhét y nghia cia ching v&i nhau. Phan Khoi chi con biét than thé véi
Tran Trong Kim: “cdi viéc so' so truede mdt ma cdt nghia ra nhw vdy, thdt t6i dén
chét ciing khong hiéu”.?? Tuy vay, Phan Khoi van khong dong ¥ cach giai thich
“quan quyén” tirc 1a “chu quyén” cta Tran Trong Kim. Phan Khéi cho rang, du
Tran Trong Kim giai thich thé nao di nita, tu trdng “trung quan” ctia Nho gido van
khong thé dung hop véi cac thé ché chinh tri dan chil ngay nay:

“dau cdi qudn quyén ma Tran tién sinh néi d6 c6 tire la chii quyén chdng nira,
la cdi thuyét trung qudn ciua Khong tir ciing khéng cé thé dung dwoc trong cdc
miede dan chii ngay nay. Khong tir trong ba thing khéng c¢é vua thi ra tuéng ban
khodn; vao ciea vua thi ciii minh xudng, dwong nhw chang lot; di ngang qua cdi
ngai khéng, sdc mdt ciing xirng vieng; 1én nén nha, nin hoi nhw chang thé; nhing
cdi kiéu dé chang con xdi dwoc cho mét nguoi ndo ¢ nuwée Phdp, nwée My, cho dén
nuoc Tau ngay nay”.®®

Phan Khéi con cham biém Tran Trong Kim, néu qua thyuc tu tuong “trung
quan” cta Nho gido gidng véi “trung v6i chi quyén” hay “trung véi hién phap”
ctia thé ché dan chu ngay nay, Nho gido dwong nhién thich hop véi thoi dai ngay
nay. Song can phai doi hai chit “trung quan” thanh “trung cht” cho rd nghia : “néu
cdi nghia trung qudn ciia Khong tir ciing tire la trung véi chii quyén nhir t6i néi vé
sw nhdn déan cdc nwée dan chii trung véi hién phdp, thi cdi nghia dy lai théng hanh
& doi nay dwoc, song thé ndo ciing phai doi chit “qudn” lam chit “chi” cho khoi
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hiéu lam”.?® Phan Khoi con dé nghi, chit “souverain peuple” trong tiéng Phap,
xin Tran tién sinh dich 1a “dan chu”, chir dirng dich 1a “dan quan”, nghe la tai [am.

Sau bai phé binh nay ctia Phan Khoi, Tran Trong Kim viét bai “Moi Phan
Khéi tién sanh tré vé nha hoc ciia ta ma néi chuyén”? tiép tuc tranh luan v6i Phan
Khoi vé ¥ nghia “quan quyén” va “trung quan” ctia Nho gido. Tran Trong Kim tra
161 Phan Khoi, viée s so trude mét 1a mot 18, bién luan nghia 1y lai 1a mot viée
khac. Ta hoc theo cai nghia 1y, chtr khong can phai theo cai canh hién nhién thuc
té trude mat. Bién luan 1a bién luan theo nghia ly, con la tai hay khong, khong phai
viéc cua nghia ly. C6 khi vi¢c thudn tai lai khong dung, ma viéc la tai moi dung.
Do 6, “chit “qudn” doi ra chiv “chi” ciing khéng hé gi, chi cot xét xem cdi nghia
chit “qudn” c¢é bo dwoc hay khéng ma théi, con nhw khéng muédn ding chir dy
nita, ding chiv khdc dong nghia véi né, thi ciing khéng cé viéc gi ma ngai tré”.3V
Con nhu Khong tir thd vua mot muc kinh trong, 13 vi thoi d6 “quéan quyén” thudc
vé 6ng vua, bon phan nguoi 1am t6i d6i voi vua lac d6 phai nhu thé. Pén nay, cai
“quan quyén” da bién d6i “hinh thé”, nén “gia sir Khong tir ¢é sinh ra ¢ doi nay
thi ciing theo cdi nghia lam nguweoi doi nay ma doi véi quan quyén, chir khéng nhw

trudc nita. Do la dung voi cdi dao tuy thoi cua Ngai”.C?

Néu Phan Khoi mot myc khang dinh chi nghia “tén quan” va “trung quan”
ciia Khong gido trai véi chi nghia “duy dan” (dan chu) hién dai, khong thé dung
hop chi nghia “t6n quan”, “trung quan” voi thé ché chinh tri dan chu hién dai, thi
Tran Trong Kim lai mot lan nita dua ra phan bién trai chiéu. Theo Tran Trong Kim,
Khong gido tuy ton “quan quyén” nhung khong “chuyén ché”, cai “chuyén ché”
1a thu doan cua bon dé vuong loi dung quan quyén, chir khong phai ban chat cua
Nho giao:

“Khong gido cé cdi chi nghia qudn quyén tht, song chit qudn c6 cdi nghia
réng nhi t6i dd ban, thi cdi chii nghia dy khéng phdi la chii nghia chuyén ché. Cdi
thit doan chuyén ché la cdi thii doan ciia bon dé vieong lam dung cdi quédn quyén
do ma thoi” ¥

Tiép tuc lap luan theo logic “néu khong A thi B”, Tran Trong Kim khang dinh
mot khi “Khong gido da khéng cé cdi chii nghia chuyén ché, thi tat la c6 cdi chi
nghia duy dan”.*® Tuy nhién, Tran Trong Kim cho rang chu nghia “duy dan” (“dan
chu”) ctia Khong gido khéac voi chii nghia “duy dan” (“dan cht”) hién dai thoi nay.
Diém quan trong nhat cua chii nghia “duy dan” hién dai thoi nay 1a thuc thi “quyén
binh dang” ctia mdi ca nhan trude phap luat. Tran Trong Kim cho rang, da phan
moi nguoi déu hiéu “binh dang” & day khong chi 12 binh dang trudc phap luat, ma
con 1a sy “binh dang hoan toan”, boi moi ngudi dan binh thudng (“ha dan”) déu
c6 quyén tham gia cong viéc chinh tri va quan 1y x hoi. Khong gido ciing chu
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trrong moi nguoi binh dang trude phap luat nhu thé ché dan chu hién dai phuong
Tay, diéu d6 thé hién rd trong ciu chuyén giita Manh tir va Pao Ung d3 dan ¢ trén.
Nhung Khong gido khong thira nhin c6 sy “binh ding hoan toan” nhu moi nguoi
thuong hiéu vé chii nghia “duy dan” (“dan chu”) hién dai ngay nay. Boi trong thuc
té khong co sy “binh dang hoan toan” d6. Co nghia, Khong gido giéng véi chu
nghia “duy dan” (dan chu) hién dai & chd déu coi trong va thuc thi sy binh dang
trudc phap luat cho moi ngudi, va khac véi chu nghia “duy dan” hién dai ¢ chd,
Khong gido Iya chon ngudi cé tai co dirc dé cai tri dat nude, con chi nghia “duy
dan” hién dai lai chu truong moi nguoi (gom ca “ha dan”) déu co quyén tham gia
cai tri va quan ly dat nudc:

“cdi chii nghia duy dén ciia Khong gido thi chii ¢ trdt ty, ldy dirc, ldy tai, ma
phan trén dudi, va nhdn cé cdi binh dang 6 trong ludt phdp, ma khéng nhdn cé cdi
binh dang hoan toan khdp ca. Cdi binh dang hodn toan dy, thi & trong vii tru thit
qud khong cé, cho nén Khong gido khéng nhén la c6. Con cdi binh dang ¢ trong
ludt phép, thi xem nhu 10 gia thuyét trong sach “Manh tir” ma Phan tién sanh vira
bac trén kia, vua Thudn lam thién tir ma cha la C6 Téau c6 tgi, quan tw phdp la Cao
Dao cit bt tri tgi. Phép cong chi biét c6 cdi 1y, chir khéng biét c6 cdi thé, nhu vy
la binh dang trong ludt phap™ .3

Khéng gido ludn ldy dan 1am trong (“di dan vi ban”), coi din 14 quy, coi vua
1a tam thuong (“dan quy, quan khinh™), coi thién ha 1a cta chung (“thién ha vi
cong”), coi “y dan 13 y troi”, dan theo ai thi nguoi d6 duoc 1am vua va giit quyén
cai tri, “dy la hop véi cdi téng chi duy dan lam”.®® Chi nghia “duy dan” cia
Khéng gido con thé hién rd & chd, Khong gido cin ctr vao tai ning, duc do, su hién
ngu ctia moi nguoi dé phan ra trat ty trén dudi, lua chon ngudi ¢ tai co duc cam
quyén chinh tri dé giit gin muén dan. Viéc lya chon nguoi tai dirc khong cin cir vao
ngudn gdc xuat than 1a dong ddi vua quan hay thir dan, mién 1a nguoi co tai duc
déu dugc tuyén chon va giao cho quyén cai tri dat nudc: “Bdt ky nguwoi dong doi
vua quan hay con nha thir dan, hé ai cé dirc ¢é tai la dwoc ra cam quyén chinh tri.
Ngueoi cam quyén chinh tri phdi nudi dan, phai lam cho déan giau, phdi day dan.
Dan la trong, vua la khinh. Vua lam diéu tan bao, déan cé quyén trir bé di. B6 la
cdi chii nghia duy dén ciia Khong gido, ma t6i cho la chanh ddang hon cd. Béi vy
t6i khéng dong y véi Phan tién sinh, vi t6i dam chdc rang Khong gido khong trdi
voi chu nghia duy ddn”.C? Co6 nghia, chu nghia “duy dan” (tu tudng “dan chu”)
ctia Khong gido con wu viét va “chinh dang” hon ca chi nghia “duy dan” - thé ché
chinh tri dan chu hién dai phuong Tay.

Tran Trong Kim ciing giai thich s¢ di truéc nay chii nghia “duy dan” cua
Khong gido khong duoc thuc thi day du, mot mat 1a do chinh thé chuyén ché, mat
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khac do nguoi ta hoc Khong gido nhung it khi lam theo ton chi ciia Khéng gido.
Do vay, du Khong gido c6 hay dén dau ciing khong phat huy dugc cai hay cia no.
Vi thé, cha nghia “duy dan” ctia Khong gido chi duoc thuc thi mot phan, tic 1dy
nguoi co tai cé duc trong dan chiing ra 1am quan ma thoi :

“Cdi chdanh thé cua xd héi ta tw xwea dén nay tuy c6 chuyén ché, nhung van cé
mét phan theo chii nghia duy dan, la thuong van ldy nhitng nguoi cé dire, ¢6 tai,
trong ddn ra lam quan tw. Va lai ta ciing nén biét rang xwa nay nguoi hoc Khong
gido thi nhiéu, nhung theo Khong gido ma lam thi it. Thuwong nhitng nguwoi lam vua
lam quan chi mwon cdi dao cia thanh hién lam cdi binh phong dé che cdi quyén
loi, ché da that lic nao chiu thi hanh dao cia thanh hién dau. Vdy nén hon ngoc
tuy la quy, nhung khong ai biét ding, thi dau quy dén dau ciing khéng lam gi duworc.
Nay ta biét né la ngoc, thi cir néi, ai ding né thi dimg, khéng ding thi théi, cho
bdo no la da, thi toi khong chiu”.C®

Nhiing phan bién ciia Tran Trong Kim trén day cho thay, mac du Phan Khoi
khong ddng ¥ véi quan diém va cach ly giai tu tu(")'ng “dan chu” Nho gido cua Tran
Trong Kim, nhung 6ng van kién dinh quan diém cua minh. Sau bai phan hoi nay
ctia Tran Trong Kim, khong thdy Phan Khoi tlep tuc viét bai tranh luan. Cudc tranh
luan giita Tran Trong Kim va Phan Khoi vé y nghia “quan quyén”, “trung quan”,
tu tuong “dan chu” Nho gido, va quan hé cua n6 véi tu tudng “dan chi” hién dai
két thuc ma khong c6 dugc két qua ngd ngii, boi hai bén déu khing khing bao vé
quan diém ctia minh. Tran Trong Kim khang dinh Nho giao c6 tu tuong “dan chu”
va su uu viét cia nd so voi thé ché chinh tri dan cha hién dai phuong Ty, Phan
Khoi lai pht nhén y nghia hién dai tu tudng “dan cht” Nho gido va khéng dinh thé
ché chinh tri dan chi phuong Tay.

3. Twong dong va khdc bigt vé ndi dung va thao tic hién dai héa tw twéng
Nho giao vé mat “dan chu” giita Tran Trong Kim va Tdan Nho gia hién dai
Trung Quoc

Trong mot bai viét true ddy, qua so sanh ban dau, ching toi da két luan, vé
dai thé, trong tién trinh hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho giéo Tran Trong Kim d3 it nhiéu
tiép nhan anh huong tu tuong ctia Luong Thiu Minh %2k (1893-1988),6% boi
vay ndi dung, quan diém va thao tac hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido gitta Luong
Thau Minh va Tran Trong Kim c6 nhitng diém twong dong. Tuy nhién, ¢ nhiing
diém cu thé, ho ciing c6 su khac biét nhat dinh.

Diém chung giira Luong Thau Minh va Tran Trong Kim la déu thira nhan gia
tri ctia “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”, tién hanh hién dai héa tu tudong Nho gido vé mat
“dan chu”, “khoa hoc” va déu 1ay mé thic: Nho gido + “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”
lam phuong thirc cu thé hoa muc tiéu hién dai hoa. Ho tin réng, chi ¢c6 mo thirc
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van hoa ndy méi gitip Trung Qudc va Viét Nam thyuc hién thanh cong cong cudc
hién dai hoa, va chi thong qua hién dai hoa tu tedng Nho gido vé mat “dan chu” va
“khoa hoc”, méi c6 thé giup Nho gido thoat khoi cudc khing hoang duong thoi va
tiép tuc ton tai trong xa hoi hién dai. Tuy thong nhat iy mo thirc hién dai hoa tu
tuong Nho gido vé miat “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” 1am phuong thirc cu thé hoa myc
tiéu hién dai hoa, nhung do cach nhin cia Lwong Thau Minh va Tran Trong Kim
vé tu tuong “dan chi” Nho gido khac nhau, din dén thao tac hién dai hoa tu tuong
Nho gido vé mit “dan chu” giita ho khong hoan toan giéng nhau.

Lwong Thau Minh cho rang, tu twéng Nho gia 1a hat nhan va dai dién cua
vian héa Trung Qudc. Vin hoa Trung Qubc va vin hoa phuong Tay phat trién theo
nhimg duong hudng khac nhau, nén thanh tyu ctia chiing khac nhau. Thanh tiu noi
bat ctia van hoa phuong Tay 1a “khoa hoc” ki thuat va thé ché chinh tri “dan chu”
hién dai. Van hoa Trung Qudc khong di theo con duong cua van hoa phuong Ty,
nén khong thanh tyu “khoa hoc” va “dan chi” nhu van héa phuong Tay.“” Theo
Luong Thiu Minh, néu ctt di theo con dudng vin hoa cta minh, khong tiép xtc
v6i phuong Tay, Trung Qudc khong bao gior san sinh thé ché chinh trj “dan chu” va
“khoa hoc” k¥ thuat hién dai nhu phuong T4y, bdi vin hoa Trung Qudc, tu tudng
Nho gia truyén théng khong ham chtra tu tuong “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”. Ong viét:

Hanh dong thiéu tinh than chinh phuc tw nhién va hoa hop vui ve voi tu
nhién, thiee té [la hai thdi do] khong khdc nhau. Viy né la gi? N6 chinh la thdi dd,
la dwong huong thir hai cua van hoa nhan logi. Gitr thai do nay, [van hoa Trung
Quoc] dwong nhién khéng thé cé tinh than chinh phuc tw nhién. Béi vdy, bat ludn
thé nao, tau thuyén, xe ¢, mdy bay ciing khéng thé xudt hién. Gitr thdi do do,
[nguwoi Trung Quéc] déu nhdn nhin chiu dung truée moi quyén uy, sao cé thé diu
tranh dé gidi phong [t do cd nhan]? Do dé, bat ludgn thé ndo, “dan chi” ciing
khong thé xudt hién & Trung Quoc! Giit thdi d nay, vé co ban [nguoi Trung Quoc]
khong quan sat va phan tich ti mi gioi tw nhién, ma di vao con duong truc quan
huyén hoc, nhu t6i dd néi trong chwong hai; [ho] lai ciing khéng c6 hodi bao chinh
phuc tw nhién, vi thé “khoa hoc” ciing khéng thé hinh thanh. Nhitng diéu nay déu
chirng minh tiéu cuc rang, van héa Trung Quoc khong di theo dwong hudng thir
nhdt ciia van héa phicong Tay, ma thuc sw di theo dwong huéng van héa thir hai.“V

T6i cho rdng, néu van héa phwong Tdy khéng tiép xiic véi ching ta, Trung
Quéc dong cira khong tiép xiic véi bén ngodi, thi dit ba tram ndm, ndm tram ndm,
thdm chi ca nghin nam nita, Trung Quéc ciing khéng bao gic san sinh cdc loai
thuyén bé, tau héa, mdy bay, phirong phdp “khoa hoc” va tinh than “ddn chi”.
Cdu nay co nghfa nguoi Trung Quéc khéng di chung dweong voi ngu’(‘fi phuwong
Tay. Boi vi, néu di cham, cé thé chim hon nguoi ta vai chuc buée. Néu di chung
dwong ma di chdm hon, cir di tir tir cudi cing ciing sé dudi kip; nhung néu moi
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nguoi di mot duwong khac nhau, phwong huwong khac nhau, thi cho du di lau bao
nhiéu, ciing khong thé di dén noi nguoi phwong Tay da di den.*?

Tir ludn diém nay, Luong Thau Minh chii truong tiép nhan hoan toan thé ché
chinh tri “dan chi” va nén “khoa hoc” k¥ thuat hién dai phuong Ty, dé cdy ghép
cho tu tuwong Nho gia, tao thanh mo6 thitc Nho gido + “dan chi” va “khoa hoc”
hién dai phwong Tay. Day 1a mo thtrc hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gia, 1a mo thuce
van hoa Trung Qudc twong lai, ciing 14 phuong thirc cu thé hoa muc tiéu hién dai
hoa Trung Qudc ma Luong Thau Minh dé xudng.

Khac v6i quan diém ctia Luong Thau Minh, Tran Trong Kim tuy ciing thira
nhan Nho gido khong thanh tyu thé ché chinh tri “dan chi” hién dai, nhung ong
khong thira nhan Nho gido khiém khuyét tu tuéng “dan chu”. Thong qua giai thich
v nghla pham tru ¢ ‘quan quyén”, “trung quan” va tu tuéng “duy dan” ctia Manh tir,
Tran Trong Kim khang dinh Nho giao ham chira nhiéu tu tuong “dan chu”. Theo
ong, Nho gido khong nhitng khong khiém khuyét tu tuong “dan chu”, Nho gido
vbn ham chira tu tuong “dan cha”, tham chi tu tuéng “dan chi” cua Nho gido con
wu viét hon thé ché chinh tri dan chu phuong Tay. Vi thé, mé thirc vin hoa Viét
Nam tuong lai duoc Tran Trong Kim xac 1ap 1am phuong thirc cu thé hoa muyc tiéu
hién dai hoa chi c6: Nho gido + “khoa hoc” hién dai phwong Tay, ma khong bao
ham nén chinh tri “dan chii” phuong Tay. Cc') nghia, trong tién trinh hién dai hoa
tu tuong Nho glao Tran Trong Kim chi tiép nhan thanh tuu “khoa hoc” phuong
Tay, ma khong tiép nhan thé ché chinh tri dan chii phuong Tay Tuy nhién, diéu do
khong c6 nghia mé thirc vin hoa Viét Nam tuong lai cua Tran Trong Kim chi c6
Nho gido va “khoa hoc”, ma thiéu tu tudng “dan chi”. Thuc chat, mo thirc vin hoa
ctia Tran Trong Kim van 1a: Nho gido + “dan chi” va “khoa hoc”. Co diéu, tu
tudng “dan chi” trong mo thirc ndy 13 tu tudng “dan chi” von co trong hoc thuyét
Nho gido - tu tuéng “dan chi” Nho gido, chir khong phai thé ché chinh tri “dan
chu” phuong Tay hién dai. Do vay, mo thirc hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido — mo
thirc van hoa Viét Nam tuong lai — phuong thirc cu thé hoa muc tiéu hién dai hoa
ctia Tran Trong Kim phai duoc dién giai cu thé 1a: Nho gido (tw twdng luin 1y
dao dirc Nho gido + tuw twéng chinh tri dan chid Nho giao) + “khoa hoc” hién
dai phwong Tay.“*

Phai Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc sau Luong Thau Minh khong chap
nhan phuong thirc hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho gia vé mit “dan chi” va “khoa hoc”
bang cach tiép nhan “dan cht” va “khoa hoc” phuong TAy nhu mdt phép cong gian
don: Nho gido + “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”, ma cb ging théng qua hién dai hoa tu
tudng triét hoc Nho gia dé tim kiém nhitng nhan t6 noi tai ham chua tu tudng “dan
chu” va “khoa hoc”, ldy d6 lam co s6 Iy ludn siéu hinh dé “hop 1y héa” cho ludn
diém khcfng dinh phat trien “dan chi” va “khoa hoc” la nhu cau ndi tai tat yéu
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cua cdi hoc tam tinh Nho gia. Theo Tan Nho gia hién dai, chi c6 “hién dai hoa”
duge dan dit boi co sé 1y luan cua tu tuong triét hoc Nho gia maoi 1a hién dai hoa
mot cach triét dé nhat va ty than tir goc ré van hoa Trung Qudc - vian hoa Nho gia.
Céc mo thire hién dai hoa khac chi 13 kiéu vay muon di thyc mét géc va khong bén
vitng, né s& day Trung Qudc vao manh dat thyc dan vin hoa. Chi ¢ phuong thirc
hién dai héa tu tedng Nho gia tir ban than cai hoc tAm tinh ctia nd, Trung Qubc méi
¢ thé tiép nhan “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” phuong Tay mét cach thudn loi, sdu sic,
bén vitng va phat huy hiéu qua thyc sy, dong thoi tranh dugc nhitng nguy co vin
hoéa ma cac nudc phuong Tay dang phai d6i mit.

Mau Tong Tam %252 = (1909-1995), dai dién tiéu biéu ctia Tan Nho gia hién
dai Trung Qudc thé hé thir ba cho rang, s¢ di ong lua chon phuong thic hién dai
hoa tu tudng Nho gia ndy, 13 vi trong thyc té phat trién ctia minh, tuy vian hoa Trung
Qudc, tu tudng Nho gia khong thanh tiu thé ché chinh tri “dan chii” va “khoa hoc”
hién dai nhu van hoa phuong Tay can hién dai, nhung diéu d6 khong co nghia ban
than vin héa Trung Qudc, vin héa Nho gia von khiém khuyét tu twong “dan chu”
va “khoa hoc”. Vin hoa Trung Qudc, van hoa Nho gia khong hé khiém khuyét
nhitng hat mam “dan chu”. V& co ban, chinh trj “dan chu” phai la yéu cau ndi tai
cua su phat trién tu than cua tinh than dao drc cua van héa Trung Quéc, van hoa
Nho gia. Xuét phat ttr nhu cau ndi tai hodc muc dich ty than cta Nho gia, duong
nhién phai doi hoi hoan thanh viéc kién tao chinh thé “dan chu” va phat trién “khoa
hoc” k¥ thuat. Vi vay, “dan chi” va “khoa hoc” 1a doi hoi tat yéu ctia viéc hoan thién
su phat trién tinh than dao dtrc ctia van hoa Trung Qudc va vin héa Nho gia. Mau
To6ng Tam nhén manh, néu tinh than vian hoa Trung Qudc chi 13 hinh thai tryc giac
thoa man nhan cach thanh nhén, thi khong thé tiép nhan “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”
phuong Tay, va ciing khong thé xem quan hé giita tu tudng Nho gia va “hién dai
hoa” chi 14 van dé “thich (mg”, ma phai xem n6 1a van dé “thuc hién”. Boi tir trong
sinh m¢nh ngi tai ctia minh, Nho gia ludn tich cyc doi hoi “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”,
hon nita ban than Nho gia c6 thé thac déy va thuc hién “dan chua” va “khoa hoc”.

Dé chimg minh luan diém nay, Mau Tong Tam dua ra thuyét “Pao dirc lwong
tri ty ngd kham ham” GBS EL 50 E BAKE) 1am phuong thite cu thé hoa viée thuc
hién phuong chdm hién dai hoa “tir ndi thanh m& ra tn ngoai vuong” (F3 PN EEBH
#7141 ) /“phan ban khai tan” (AP ma Tan Nho gia hién dai dé xuéng.
Trong d6, “phan ban” 1a ké thira cai hoc ndi thanh Nho gia, “khai tdn” 1a dem tinh
than dao dtc luan 1y Nho gia hién thuyc héa vao sy nghiép ngoai vuong, mé ra
va thanh tyu “khoa hoc” va “dan chu”, tirc “tan ngoai vuong”. Noi dung cu thé
thuyét “Pao duc lwong tri ty ngd kham ham” thuyét minh su ra doi cua “dan cha”
va “khoa hoc” 13 két qua cua sy chuyén héa sang tao tir chu thé dao duc (ET% T
) ra chu thé chinh tri (Bi5 38%) va chi thé tri tinh (GniET4%) | tie tir goc do



36 Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 2 (136) . 2017

chuyén hoa ctia chi thé dao dirc thuyét minh cin ctr cua “dan chi” va “khoa hoc”.
O phuong dién “khoa hoc”, thuyét “Pao duc luong tri ty ngd kham ham” thuyét
minh chu thé dao dirc (luong tri %0) dudi tién dé khiang dinh gia tri cta tri thic,
c6 thé tu giac “giang minh xubng” (XX 1 C\) dé chuyén ra cha thé tri tinh. Chi
thé dao durc thong qua “Pao duc luong tri ty nga kham ham” [ty giang minh xudng
cua luong tri dao duc] chuyén ra chu thé tri tinh doc 1ap twong dbi, lam cin c ndi
tai cho sy phat trién khoa hoc. Noi cach khéc, dao dirc lwong tri thong qua phu dinh
tu ngd (B A E), tu gidc chuyén tir “vo chdp” (HEH#H) sang “hiru chap” (A ), tr
chu thé dao duc (tdm dao dirc JE7%.0») chuyén sang chi thé tri tinh (tam tri thic
FR0Ly) dé phat trién khoa hoc. Tac dung cta chu thé duc tinh (lvong tri) 1a hoan
thién dirc tinh nhan cach, tac dung cua chu thé tri tinh 13 thanh tyu tri thire va khoa
hoc. O phuong dién “dan chu”, thuyét “Pao duc luong tri t ngd kham ham” khang
dinh tir sy tu do ctia cht thé dao dtre tién t6i doi hoi su tu do cta chu thé chinh tri,
thic day phat trién va thanh twu thé ché chinh tri dan chu.

N6i cach khéc, theo Mau Tong Tam, “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” nhét thiét phai
duoc nay sinh va phat trién tir co s& cai hoc tdm tinh ndi thanh Nho gia (fE5 P
DVEZ £, cht khong phai cay ghép mot cach gian don, co gidi va khién cudng tu
tudng “dan chu” va “khoa hoc” phuong Tay vao tu tudng Nho gia. Hién dai hoa tu
tudng “dan chi” va “khoa hoc” cho hoc thuyét Nho gia khong thé tach roi cai hoc
tam tinh noi thanh Nho gia, ma phai léy cai hoc tdm tinh ndi thanh Nho gia lam co
sO 1y luan siéu hinh, cai hoc tdm tinh ndi thanh Nho gia phai 1a co sé siéu hinh cho
su hinh thanh va phat trién “dan chu” va “khoa hoc”. Py 1a phuong thire xtr Iy va
thuyét minh quan hé giira tinh than dao dtrc vn c6 cua Nho gia voi “dan chi” va
“khoa hoc” cuia Mau Tong Tam.®¥

Diém qua vai nét vé thao tic hién dai héa tu tuong Nho gido vé mit “dan
chu” va “khoa hoc” ctia Mau Tong Tam, co thé théy, so vé1 Mau Tong Tam, viéc
hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho giao vé mit “dan chi” cua Tran Trong Kim chu yéu la
“tim chir loc cau”, théng qua bién luan chir nghia dé khang dinh va gan ghép tu
tuong “dan chi” cho Nho gido mot cach gian don theo thuyét “tir xua da c6” ciia
truyén thong Nho gido. Tran Trong Kim khong xudt phat tir can cdi cai hoc tdm
tinh triét hoc Nho gido di tim kiém co sé 1y luan siéu hinh cho nhiing luan giai vé
tu tuong “dan chi” Nho gido. C6 18, Tran Trong Kim chua ¥ thirc duoc rang, hién
dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido vé mat “dan chu”, ngoai cach thirc “tim chir loc cau”
trong kinh dién Nho gido dé thong dién hién dai tu tudng “dan chi” Nho gido nhur
ong da lam trong tic pham Nho gido, viéc tim kiém can ctr siéu hinh tir cai hoc
tam tinh noi thanh Nho gido, léy d6 lam co s¢ 1y ludn cho nhitng luan giai hién dai
vé tu tuéng “dan chi” Nho gido, ciing 1a thao tic c6 y nghia quan trong vé mit 1y
luan, boi “khdang dinh niém tin siéu hinh khéng nhdt dinh ham chira tw do dan chii,
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nhung tim kiém tw do dan chii thi khéng thé thiéu niém tin siéu hinh”.* Néu Mau
Tong Tam xuét phét tir tién dé khing dinh Nho gia c6 mam mdng tu tuong “dan
chu”, tir d6 tim kiém co s¢ 1y ludn siéu hinh trong cai hoc tdm tinh noi thanh Nho
gia dé khing dinh phat trién va thanh tyu thé ché chinh tri “dan chu” 1a tit yéu,
nhim tao co s& 1y luan cho Nho gia tiép nhan, dung nap chinh thé “dan chu” hién
dai phuong Tay mdt cach thuén loi, thi Tran Trong Kim lai khudce tir chinh tri “dan
chu” phuong Ty hién dai, bang cach thong dién hién dai va khang dinh vu diém
cta tu tuong “dan chu” Nho gido so v6i thé ché chinh tri “dan chi” phuong Tay.
R& rang, phuong thirc hién dai hoa Nho gido vé mat “dan chi” ciia Tran Trong Kim
chi dimg & viéc thong dién tir ngir bén ngoai, ma thiéu su tim toi, gin két chiéu sau
bén trong gitra tu tudng “dan chi” Nho gido theo su thong dién ctia ong véi co s&
1y luén triét hoc Nho giao. Thiéu mot co s& 1y luén triét hoc lam hau thudn, khién
cho nhiing luan giai cua Tran Trong Kim vé tu tuong “dan chi” Nho gido va mo
thirc van hoa Viét Nam tuong lai: Nho gido (tw twéng luan ly dao dire Nho gido
+ tu twéng dan chu Nho gido) + “khoa hoc” phwong Tay hién dai ma 6ng xac
1ap cho tién trinh hién dai héa Viét Nam thiéu strc thuyét phuc vé mit 1y luan. Pay
cling 1a khac bi¢t co ban trong nd1 dung va thao tac hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido
vé mit “dan chu” giita Tran Trong Kim voi Mau Tong Tam.

Ciing can néi thém rang, Tran Trong Kim 1a ngudi cuing thoi véi Luong Thau
Minh, vi¢c so sanh thao tac va ndi dung hi¢n dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido vé mit
“dan chu” gitra Tran Trong Kim voi Mau Téng Tam c6 phan khong tuong xtmg, va
cling 12 doi hoi qua tim vé6i Tran Trong Kim, boi Mau Tong Tam 1a dai biéu Tan
Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc thé hé thr ba sau Luong Thau Minh. Tuy nhién, viéc
so sanh 14 can thiét, nham chi ra su khac biét vé thao tac va ndi dung hién dai hoa tu
turong Nho gido vé mit “dan chu” giira Tran Trong Kim voi dai biéu cac thé hé Tan
Nho gia hién dai Trung Qudc, hon nita viéc so sanh ciing cho thiy khac biét giira
Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Quéc vo1 Nho gido hién dai Viét Nam — Xu hudng
hién dai hoa tu twong Nho gido Viét Nam hién dai, do 1a su truyén thira tiép ndi.
Sau Luong Théu Minh — nguodi khoi xudng trao luu Tan Nho hoc hién dai Trung
Quéc, Tan Nho hoc hi¢n dai Trung Quéc tiép tuc duogc ké thira va phat trién lién
tuc dén ngay nay qua nhiéu thé hé, voi nhiéu thanh tyu triét hoc va van hoa kha do
s0 mang tinh sang tao dot pha vé tu tuong va 1y luan. Trong khi d6, sau Tran Trong
Kim va Phan B¢i Chau — nhiing dai dién hiém hoi cta xu hudng chan hung Nho
gido Viét Nam bang phuong thirc hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido, ta khong thay
nhimng tic pham cta nhitng ngudi thé hé sau ké tuc xu hudng nay. Xu hudng hién
dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido vé mat “dan chi” va cac phuong dién khac nhu “khoa
hoc”, “tu tudng triét hoc”, “phuwong phap triét hoc”... & Viét Nam dau thé ky XX
duoc khoi phat boi Tran Trong Kim va Phan Bdi Chéau, nhung c6 18 ciing két thuc



38 Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat trién, s6 2 (136) . 2017

chéng vanh sau sy ra doi cua hai tac pham tiéu bi€u cia xu hudng nay - Nho gidao
va Khong hoc dang.“*®

Piém qua vai nét twong dong va khac biét trong thao tic va ndi dung hién
dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido vé mit “dan chi” gitra Tran Trong Kim véi Tan Nho
gia hién dai Trung Quédc, ta thiy ho thdng nhat vé muyc dich va phuong thirc hién
dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido, tuy nhién, do quan diém ctia ho vé tu tudng “dan cha”
hién dai phuong Tay va tu tuong “dan chu” Nho gido khac nhau, nén thao tac va
ndi dung cu thé hoa viéc hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho giao vé miat “dan chu” giita ho
khong hoan toan giéng nhau.

1. Loi két

Qua nhimng luan giai vé ndi dung, ¥ nghia hién dai pham tr “quan quyén”,
“trung quan” trong hoc thuyét Nho gido, vé “chil nghia binh dang”, “tinh than 1ap
hién”, tinh than coi trong dan cua Manh tir, va sy uu viét cua tu tuong “dan chu”
Nho giéo s0 v6i thé ché chinh tri dan chii phuong Tay, cung nhitng tranh ludn gitra
Tran Trong Kim véi Phan Khoi xoay quanh van dé tu tuéng “dan chii” Nho gido
va quan hé gitra Nho gido vdi thé ché chinh tri “dan chi” hién dai, c6 thé théy cach
giai thich tu tudng “dan chi” Nho gido ciia Tran Trong Kim chu yéu 14 bién luan
nghia 1y ciu chi va vin tir, ma chua tip trung ban luin dén ban chat van dé. Nhiing
bién luan ctia Tran Trong Kim mang tinh chi quan, ap dat, khién cudng va c6 phan
nguy bién. Néu nhin nhén van dé theo kién giai chu quan cua Tran Trong Kim, doc
sach Nho gido phai linh hoi tinh than tinh tay cia Nho gio, phai linh hoi tu tuéng
Nho gido mot cach “tuy thoi”, hoc 1a hoc theo nghia 1y, bién luan theo nghia Iy ma
khong quan tdm dén ban chit thuc té ctua vin dé, thi cach cit nghia va bién lun
kiéu “chiét ty” ctia Tran Trong Kim vé ¥ nghia hién dai pham trii “quan quyén” va
“trung quan” khong pha1 l1a khong c6 1y. Chu’ quan voi chit “chi” c6 nghia nhu
nhau, do vay * quan quyen tu’c 1a “chu quyén”, va “trung quan cling ttrc 1a “trung
chu”. “Quan quyén” Ia quyen ctia ngdi quan”/“quyén chu t& mot nude”, do vay

“trung quan” 1a “trung véi quyen cua ng01 quan”/ “trung voi cai quan quyén trong
nuoc”/ ¢ ‘trung v6i chu quyen ctia qudc gia”. “Quan” khong phai mot éng vua cu
thé bat bién, ma 1a mot bién sb. “Trung quin” 13 “trung v6i quyén ctia mot ong vua
bat dinh nao d6”, ma ‘Ong vua nao d6” ¢ day la mot bién sb, chir khong phai mot
6ng vua cu thé. Tran Trong Kim da phan tach pham tru “trung quan” theo nghia

“ngu trung cua bé t6i voi quyén lyc ciia mot 6ng vua cu thé sang nghia “trung
thanh” voi quyen cta ngoi quan”/quyen luc cua cac ong vua bat dlnh khac nhau
(“tong dao bat tong quan”). Piéu nay c6 ¥ nghia nhat dinh. Nhung néu can ctr vao
cach bién luan nay dé danh dong y nghia va ban chat “quin quyén” véi “quyén
ctia tong théng”/“chi quyén”, gitra “trung quan” véi “trung véi hién phap”, dong
nhat thé ché chuyén ché “quan quyén” Nho gido vai thé ché “lap hién” va “cong
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hoa” hién dai, roi khang dinh tu tuéng “trung quan” ctiia Nho gido van “cé ¥ nghia
chinh dang” & moi thoi dai, lai 14 su so sanh khién cudng va don gian hoa van dé.
Quyén cua ong vua trong xa hoi chuyén ché Nho giao la “Phé chi thién ha, mac phi
vuong thd. Suét thd chi tAn, mac phi vuong than”. Quyén sé hitu va dinh doat cua
ong vua chuyén ché Nho gido khac hoan toan voi quyén cua tong théng lam viéc
theo hién phap & cac qudc gia dan cha hién dai. “Quan quyén” tirc “chu quyén” chi
c6 ¥ nghia trong xa hoi chuyén ché Nho gido, vi khi d6 quyén cta dng vua chuyén
ché Nho gi4o 13 s& hiru toan b dan chung va dét dai ca nudc. N6 khong thé giéng
“cht quyén” hay “quyén ctia tong thong” & cac qudc gia dan chi hién dai. Boi “chu
quyén” & d6 thudc vé qudc gia va toan dan, khong phai thude quyén so hitu cia
tong théng. Téng thong khong cé quyén so hitu, dinh doat tai san qubc gia va dan
ching, ma chi ¢6 quyén thay mat dan chung quan 1y diéu hanh dat nude theo quy
dinh cua hién phap va phap lut.

Bén canh vi¢c phan tach pham tru “trung quan” theo nghia “ngu trung” cua
bé t0i v6i quyén clia mot éng vua cu thé sang nghia © trung thanh” voi quyen cua
ngdi quan” ciia cac 6ng vua bat dinh khac nhau Tran Trong Kim ciing cb gang
phan tach pham tru “trung quan” va “quin quyén” ctiia Nho gido ra khoi ché do
chuyén ché Nho gido dé hién dai hoa y nghia ctia n6. Thong qua bién luin, éng
d3 chuyén hoan va hop thirc héa ¥ nghia pham tri “trung quan” va “quan quyén”
v6i thé ché dan chii hién dai, tirc “trung” véi “cha quyén/ “hién phap”. Nhung du
cb gang gii thich y nghia “trung quan” 14 trung thanh véi “quyén clia ngdi quan”
theo nghia “quan” 1a mot bién sd, thi Tran Trong Kim cling chua nhan 1o khéc biét
giira “bién s6” clia “quan” trong x4 hoi chuyén ché Nho gido véi “bién s6” cia tong
thng & cac nudc dan chi hién dai. “Bién s6” cua téng thong 1a theo nhiém ky c6
thoi han duoc quy dinh cu thé trong hién phap. “Quan” trong xa hoi chuyén ché
Nho gido 1a cha truyén con néi. Néu khong phai cha truyén con néi, thi “bién s6”
cua “quan” cling chi xay ra trong truong hop “quan” qua bao  NgUOC ha khic, dan
cung cuc phal vung 1én khoi nghia. Cac cudc khai nghia va noi diy ctia ngudi dan
O cac quoc gia chuyén ché Nho gido nhim 14t d6 cac vi “hon quan vo dao” ciing
khac vé chit voi cac cude cach mang tu san chau Au. Thanh qua cua cach mang tu
san chau Au 13 14t d6 chinh quyén phong kién chuyén ché, 1ap nén nha nudc theo
chinh thé dan chu cong hoa/quan chu lap hién. Céc cudc khoi nghia lat dd nhiing
vi “hon quan” tan bao trong lich st nhu Kiét, Try... cia ngudi dan Trung Qudc
trong sudt qua trinh lich sir hang nghin nam chi 14 thay dng vua nay bang mét ong
vua khac theo mé hinh cii, ma khong 1am thay doi ban chat két cdu xa hoi phong
kién chuyén ché tap quyén. Su khac biét giita chung thé hién ¢ thudc tinh cach
mang. Khong nhan rd khac biét vé ban chit giita chung, danh ddng ban chat xa hoi
chuyén ché Nho gigo v6i thé ché 1ap hién, cong hoa hién dai phuong Tay, tham chi
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cho tu tudng “dan chi” Nho gido vu viét hon thé ché chinh tri dan chu phuong Tay
hién dai, cho thay Tran Trong Kim chwa hiéu rd ban chat thé ché chinh trj dan chu
phuong Tay, va ciing chua ¥ thirc duoc cac tiéu chi co ban can c¢6 ciia mot qudc gia
dan chu.“? Han ché nay khién Tran Trong Kim cho ring vé ban chat, cudc song
ctia ngudi dan trong ché do chuyén ché “quan quyén” Nho gido khong khéc gi so
v6i ngudi dan séng trong thé ché “hién phap” ¢ cac nudc dan chu cong hoa. Vi
rang, du & thé ché nao nguoi dan ciing van phai “chiu cai quan quyén” cta “mot
nguoi” hodc “mot bon nguoi”.

Viéc Tran Trong Kim dya vao mot s6 cau trong sach Manh tr nhu “thién
ha vi cong”, “dan vi quy, quin vi khinh”, hay cau chuyén dbi dap giita Manh tir
va Pao Ung vé gia thiét Co Tau giét nguoi, roi tir d6 cho rang Manh tir coi trong
dan chung, trong tinh than dan chii va cha nghia “duy dan”, dong thoi khang dinh
Manh tir 1a nguoi phat minh ra “cht nghia binh dang” trong phép luat va “tinh than
1ap hién”, tu twong Manh tir giéng véi thé ché dan chi phuong Tay hién dai, cho
théy trong nd luc hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido vé mat “dan chu”, Tran Trong
Kim van chua thoat khoi 16i so sanh khap khiéng, gan ghép khién cudng, giai thich
tuy tién theo kiéu “tir xwa d3 co”. Ong chua nhan 10 khac biét gitra thé ché chinh tri
dan chu phuong Tay véi tu tudng “dan ban, dan quy” ctia Nho gido. Thé ché chinh
trj dan chii phuong Ty 13 do nguoi dan ddu tranh ma gianh dugc, con tu tudng
“dan ban, dan quy” cua Nho gido chi 14 cach nhin cta éng vua - nguoi dimg dau
nha nuée cho rang nén xem “dan” 1a “quy”, 1 “gdc”. Nhitng thanh quéa nghién ciru
tu tuong Nho gido ngay nay khong cho phép chung ta tan ddng quan diém nay cua
Tran Trong Kim. Hoc gia trong va ngoai nudc déu thong nhét cho rang, nhitng cu
chit c6 vé mang dang dap tu tuong dan chu, dan quyén, tu tuéng cach mang, xi
hoi cha nghia. .. trong kinh dién Nho gido nhu “liy dan lam gbc”, “dan 1a gbc cua
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nude”, “dan quy quan khinh”, “coi trong dan y”, “y dan dai biéu cho y trdi”, “quy
dan, yéu dan, kinh dan”, “dan udc”, “tu tuong cach mang”, “xa hoi dai déng”,
“thién ha vi cong”... hoan toan khac biét vé chét so véi tu tuéng déan chu, dan
quyén, khé wéc xa hoi, chinh tri dan chu, chinh thé cong hoa, tu tudng cach mang,
xa hoi chu nghia,... cua phuong Tay thoi can hién dai. Xin dan quan diém cua hoc
gia Vi Chinh Thong thay cho binh luan ctia chung t6i. Vi Chinh Thong khang dinh,
nhimg 101 18 ¢6 vé dan chu, dan quyén trong cac sach kinh dién Nho gido hoan
toan khong co tu tudng dan chu hay quyén lam chu dat nudc thudce vé nhan dan
theo nghia hién dai, “nhiéu lam ciing chi cé thé coi la mam méong cia tw twdng din
chui. Néu vueot qud gidi han dé, thi sé la sw phéng dai, suy dién, néu khéng phdi la
hiéu lam hodc xuyén tac”, va “thuyét cdach mang cua Manh tu khdac rat xa véi cude
cach mang nham thiét Idp nén dan chii céng hoa thoi nay”.*® Nhin nhan van dé tir
thue tién lich st x4 hoi, Tran Ngoc Vuong cho rang xa hoi phuong Pong chua cé
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du tién dé cho su ra doi tu tudng “dan chu” vai tu cach mot 1y luén chinh tri: “dan
chu voi tw cach la mot Iy ludn chinh tri, nhu mot thé ché chinh tri-xd hoi thi chi
c6 thé xudt hién khi trong xa hoi xudt hién hang loat tién dé ve moi phuong dién:
chinh tri, phdp quyén, kinh té va van héa. Nhin nhédn vin dé theo thiee tién, c¢é thé
néi hai tién dé quan trong nhat dé hinh thanh y niém vé dan chii — hai tién dé ma
o phwong Péng déu t6 ra yéu kém vé mdt co sé’ lich sir— la su khang dinh quyén tu
hu"u (vé phwong dién kinh té) va qua trinh xudt hién con ngu"m cd nhdan (zndlvzdu)
vé mdt xd héi” “ Rd rang, hiéu biét ciia Tran Trong Kim vé ban chat thé ché chinh
trj dan chii phuong Tay hién dai va xa hoi truyén thong Nho gido phuong Pong
con rét so sai.

Chi ra nhiing han ché trén day ctia Tran Trong Kim khong c6 nghia phil nhan
nhirng nd luc hién dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido vé mit “dan chu” cia éng trong tac
pham Nho gido, ma chi mudn néi rang, trong nd luc hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho
giao vé mit “dan cht”, nham tim kiém co s& ton tai cho Nho gido trong xa hdi hién
dai, Tran Trong Kim chua dau tu thoi gian va cong stic can thiét dé xdy dung mot
hé 1y luan chit ché va thuyét phuc vé tu tuéng “dan chi” cia Nho gido, cling nhu
mbi quan h¢ gitta Nho gido véi thé ché chinh tri dan chu hién dai. Do do, nhitng
luan giai vé tu twong “dan chi” Nho gido cta 6ng con don gian, so sai, thiéu chiéu
sdu, mang tinh chil quan ap dit. Cong viéc chil yéu ctia 6ng 13 tap trung bién luan
va thong dién chir nghia, ma thiéu sang tao vé 1y luan.

Maic du ndi dung va thao tac hién dai hoa tu tuéng Nho gido v& mat “dan chu”
ctia Tran Trong Kim chua thyc sy chét ché va thuyét phuc, nhung tir y thire van dé
mot cach tu gidc dén giai quyét van dé mot cach chu dong, Tran Trong Kim duong
nhu 1a mot trong nhiing nguoi dau tién thdi vao Nho gido hién dai Viét Nam mot
ludng sinh khi méi, mang dén cho Nho gido co hi ton tai va phuc hung, cho du
co hdi d6 con mong manh vé 1y luan va cling kho dem lai hi¢u qua trong thuc té.
Nguoi viét cho rang, diém can khang dinh & Tran Trong Kim 13 su vu tu v6i di san
vin hoéa Nho gido truyén théng va su quan tdm lo ling vé dudng hudng phat trién
cua van hoa dan toc trudc ngudng cua tuong lai. Nhan thirc nay 1a dong co thoi
thiic Tran Trong Kim c¢6 gang hién dai hoa tu twong Nho gido vé mat “dan chi”,
nham tim kiém co sé ton tai méi cho Nho gido trong xa hoi hi¢n dai. Theo o6ng, s¢
di Nho gido suy tan d6 nat, vi né di mat co so ton tai von c6 13 nha nudce chuyén
ché Nho gido va ché d6 khoa ctr. Trong diéu kién xa hoi méi, voi nhitng yéu cau
moi cua thoi dai, Nho gido da trd thanh hoc thuyét gido diéu va lac hau. N6 khong
thé tiép tuc ton tai don ddc trong xa hoi hién dai. Thé ché chinh tri dan chi phuong
Tay hién dai 1 can nguyén day Nho gido dén khiing hoang, ciing 1 khiém khuyét
cin ban ctia hoc thuyét Nho gido, nhung né lai 1a thach thirc Nho gido phai dbi
mat. Mudn chan hung va khoi phuc Nho gido, muén Nho gido thich tng dugc véi
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yéu cau moi cua thoi dai va tiép tuc ton tai trong x4 hoi hién dai, khong thé khong
cai tao, lam m&i va hién dai hoa no. Su tdn vong cua Nho gido phu thudc vao Nho
giao cé tu vugt qua han ché, khiém khuyét ctia minh, va c6 thé 1am méi minh bﬁng
cach thich ing véi thé ché chinh tri “dan chi” hién dai hay khong.

Qua nd lyc cai tao va hién dai héa Nho gido vé mit “dan chi” cia Tran Trong
Kim, Nho gio - hé tu tuéng von bi nhitng nguoi theo Khuynh huéng Phan truyén
théng Viét Nam dwong thoi phé phan 13 gido diéu hu bai, 1a cin nguyén giy hoa
mat nudc, xung dot va can trd tién trinh hién dai hoa, da trd thanh hoc thuyét Nho
gido méi hoi du tu tuong “dan cha”. V&i Tran Trong Kim, Nho gido khong phai
hoc thuyét chi biét luan Iy dao dirc, ma con ham chira ddy du tu twong “dan chia”.
Khing dinh vu diém nay ctua Nho gido, Tran Trong Kim mudn ching ta nhin nhan
lai rang, khong nén cin cr vao viéc Nho gido khong phat trién ra thé ché chinh tri
dan chu hién dai ma véi vang két luan Nho giao khong c6 tu tuong “dan chi”, Nho
gido mau thudn xung khic véi “dan chu”. Theo ong, Nho gido khéng mau thuin
xung dot voi “dan chu”, cling khong can tro tién trinh hién dai hoa, ma trai lai, Nho
gido chinh 14 nén tang cua cong cudc hién dai hoa. Sy dan dat cua tu tuong luan
1y dao dirc Nho gido khong chi gitip tién trinh hién dai hoa cta chiing ta dat dugc
thanh tyu ly tuong va bén viing, ma con tranh dugc xu huong “vat chit hoa con
ngudi” va “cuc doan hoa khoa hoc” cta phuong Tay. Tu tudng “dan chi” vén co
ctia Nho gido 1a cai can ké thira, phat huy, va 1a tién dé dé chiing ta xay dung thé
ché chinh tri dan chi mang dic sic riéng - thé ché “chinh tri dan cha Nho gido”
trong diéu kién x4 hoi méi. Pic diém tu twong “dan chu” cua Nho gido vira coi
trong “dan chu”, vira coi trong dao durc nguodi lanh dao. N6 khac biét va uu viét
hon thé ché chinh tri dan chu phuong Tay hién dai, chi coi trong chinh thé ma xem
thuong phuong dién luan 1y dao dirc nguoi lanh dao. Uu diém nay ctia Nho gido
1a co s¢ dé Tran Trong Kim khang dinh gia tri va 1y do ton tai ciia Nho gido trong
x4 hoi hién dai. Ong tin ring, mé thirc vin hoa: Nho gido (tw twéng luin 1y dao
dirc Nho gido + tu twéng dan chi Nho gido) + “khoa hoc” phwong Tay hién dai
do 6ng xac 1ap c6 thé giup Viét Nam phat trién lanh manh, bén vitng va thyuc hién
thanh cong sy nghiép hién dai hoa. Po6 1a mo thirc van héa vira ké thira duoc tinh
hoa Nho gido truyén thong, vira dung nap duoc “khoa hoc” hién dai phuong Tay —
nén van hoa vira truyén théng vira hién dai, hién dai ma dam ban séc dan toc. Cong
cudc hién dai hoa cua ching ta khong thé thiéu su dan dat, kién tao va hau thuan
cua tu tuong Nho giao, Nho gido chinh la hat nhan cua van hoa Viét Nam tuong lai.

Su wu viét cua tu tudng “dan chi” Nho gido 14 1y do khién Tran Trong Kim

khong man ma va khudc tir thé ché “chinh tri” dan cha phuong Tay, quay lai ké
thtra, phat huy, khang dinh y nghia hién dai va tinh wu viét cua tu tudéng “dan chu”
Nho giao, vi vay trong mo thirc van hoa Viét Nam tuong lai ctia minh, Tran Trong
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Kim chi thtra nhan gia tri va chu truong tiép nhan “khoa hoc” hién dai phu’O’ng
Tay. Boi theo 6ng, Nho gido von ham chira tu tudng “dan chu”, do vay cai can
Iira chon tiép nhan va hoc tap, dé két hop véi tu tuong luan 1y dao duc Nho gido 1a
“khoa hoc” phuong T4y hién dai, khong phai thé ché chinh tri “dan chu” phuong
Tay. Mit khac, c6 thé thay Iy do Tran Trong Kim khong tiép nhan nén chinh tri dan
chu phuong Tay, vi theo 6ng, do theo dudi khoa hoc cuc doan, ton sung cudc séng
vat chat thuc dung, thém vao d6 1a nén dan chi tu do thai qua va xem thuong dao
duc luan 1y con nguoi, da khién xa hoi phuong Tay roi vao khing hoang nghiém
trong vé van hoa va xa hoi. Y thirc dugc nhitng han ché cua vin hoa phuong Tay
duong thoi, ¢b gang huéng Viét Nam tranh vét xe 6 d6, 1a 1y do khién Tran Trong
Kim khuéc tir tiép nhan va hoc tap nén chinh tri din chi phuong Tay, dé quay lai
ké thira va phat huy tu tuéng chinh tri “dan chi” Nho gido. Diéu nay cho thiy, lya
chon cua dng it nhiéu da qua can nhic va phan tinh vé wu nhuoc diém cta van hoa
va thé ché chinh tri dan chi phuong Tay hién dai.

O thoi diém Viét Nam trong budi Au A giao thoti, voi su tdn tai dan xen cua
nhiing gia tri cii méi, trong bdi canh da phan tri thirc dwong thoi dua nhau phé phan
Nho gi4o gay gat, ca xa hoi quay lung hat hiii, gh¢ lanh va quy moi toi 16i cho Nho
gido, it ai doai hoai, suy xét dén di san Nho gido va gia tri hién dai cta no, thi nd
luc cai tao va hi¢n dai hoa tu tudng Nho gido vé mat “dan chui” cua Tran Trong
Kim nham ké thira, phat huy va khang dinh gia tri hién dai cia Nho gido, tir d6 két
hop wu diém ctia Nho gido truyén thong voi “khoa hoc” hién dai phuong Tay dé
kién tao mo thirc vin héa Viét Nam tuong lai, 13 viéc 1am c6 ¥ nghia va dang duoc
khéng dinh. N6 thé hién tinh than tu nhiém va st ménh ctia mét tri thic Viét Nam
dau thé ky XX véi di san vian héa Nho gido truyén thong va twong lai vin héa dan
toc. Do cling 1a su khac biét gitra Tran Trong Kim véi da phém tri thire Viét Nam
duong thoi trong cach nhin nhan va d6i dai v6i di san Nho gido truyén thong.

Nhin tr gbc do phat trién cta lich st Nho gido Vi¢t Nam hién dai, cung vdi
nd luc hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido vé mit “dan chii” ciia Phan Boi Chéau trong
Khéng hoc dang,® Tran Trong Kim 1a mot trong nhirng ngudi Viét Nam dau tién
dua van dé “dan chu” vao Nho gido dé ban bac, thao luin. Qua d6 tién hanh giai
thich lai va hién dai héa tu tuéng Nho gido vé mat “dan chi”. Pay 1a phan tmg tich
cuc va chu dong déu tién cta nha nho Viét Nam trén con duong tim kiém co so ton
tai m&i cho Nho giao trong xa hoi hién dai. Thay vi xot xa, tiéc nudi trude su suy
tan ciia Nho gido, hodc ho hao chan hung Nho gido bang nhiing khau hi¢u tuyén
truyén nhu mot sb nha nho Viét Nam duong thot, Tran Trong Kim da hién thyc hda
viéc chan hung Nho gido bing giai phap cu thé — hién dai hoa tu tudong Nho gido vé
mit “dan chi”. So véi nha nho Viét Nam duong thoi, nhan thitc va nd luc hién dai
héa tu tuong Nho gido vé mat “dan chi” cua Tran Trong Kim, thé hién mot cach
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nhin méi mé, déc ddo va cé phan sang tao. N& lyc hién dai héa tu tuong Nho gido
vé mat “dan chi” cta Tran Trong Kim ciing cho thay chuyén dong tich cuc trong
hoc thuat Nho gido Vi¢t Nam giai doan dau thé ky XX. N6 da dua Nho gido truyén
thong Viét Nam phat trién theo mot huéng méi - xu huéng chan hung Nho gido
bang phuong thire hién dai hoa tu tuong Nho gido vé mit “dan chi”, “khoa hoc”,
“triét hoc” va “phuong phap triét hoc”... Pay ciing 1a xu huéng vin dong va phat
trién chung ctia Nho gido khu virc Pong A.
NTD
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TOM TAT

Phong trao chan hwng va hién dai héa tw twdng Nho gido & Trung Quéc khéi phat tw
nhirng ndm dau thap nién ba muoi thé ky XX, phat trién manh mé va lién tuc thanh mét dong tw
twdng I&n trong lich st tw twdng hién dai Trung Quéc - trao lwu Tan Nho hoc hién dai Trung Quéc.
O Viét Nam, hoat dong ch&n hwng Nho gido ciing dién ra kha rdm ro vao thap nién ba muoi, bén
muoi thé ky XX. Tac phdm Nho gido cta Tran Trong Kim |& mét trong nhirng trwdc tac tiéu biéu
ctia hoat ddng chan hwng Nho gido giai doan nay. D&t van dé tim hiéu tw twédng “dan chd” Nho
gido ctia Tran Trong Kim trong tdc phdm Nho gigo, cong viéc cu thé bai viét trién khai la: phac
thdo nhirng ndi dung va quan diém co ban cta Tran Trong Kim vé tw twéng “dan chd” Nho gido
trong tac pham Nho gido, trén co s& d6 bai viét dwa ra danh gia wu nhwoc diém vé cach nhin clia
Tran Trong Kim vé tw twéng “dan chi” Nho gido. Ngoai ra, bai viét buéc dau dat tac phdm Nho
gido vao bdi cdnh van dong va phat trién chung ctia Nho gido khu vc dau thé ky XX, so bo tim
hiéu nhirng diém chung va khac biét trong ndi dung va thao tac hién dai hoa tw twédng Nho gido
vé mat “dan chi” gitva Tran Trong Kim véi Tan Nho gia hién dai Trung Quéc.

ABSTRACT

CONFUCIANISM AND DEMOCRATIC THOUGHT DISCUSS ON TRAN TRONG KIM’S
THOUGHT ON CONFUCIAN DEMOCRACY IN HIS WORK CONFUCIANISM

The revival and modernization movement of Confucian thought in China originated from
the early 1930s of the twentieth century, strongly and continuously developed into a school
of thought in the history of modern Chinese thought - modern Chinese Neo-Confucianism. In
Vietnam, the Confucian Revival Movement took place rapidly in the 1930s-1940s. Tran Trong
Kim’s Confucianism is one of the typical writings of revival activities of Confucianism during this
period. To examine the Confucius “Democratic” thought of Tran Trong Kim in Confucianism, this
paper tries to brief the content and basic viewpoint of Tran Trong Kim’s thought on “Confucian
Democracy” in Confucianism, on that basis, to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages
of TrAn Trong Kim’s vision on “Confucian Democratic’ thought. Besides, the paper initially
studied Confucianism in the general development context of Confucianism in the region in early
twentieth century, a preliminary examine the similarities and differences in content and ways
of modernization of Confucian thought in terms of “Democracy” between Tran Trong Kim and
modern Chinese Neo-Confucian.



