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330 NAM VI THE MY THO
Lé Cong Ly"
1. M§ Tho thi chia Nguyén va vua Nguyén

Xua nay c6 khd nhiéu y kién khéc nhau vé thoi diém luu dan nguoi Viét
dat chan 1én dat Pong Nai-Gia Dinh. Theo nha nghién ctu Nguyén Dinh Tu
thi tif ndm Quy Ty (1413), 16p luu dan thd nhat da vao Pong Nai-Gia Pinh
mot cach 6 at vi cudc khang chién chéng quan Minh ctia nha Hau Tran trén
dat Hoa Chau da that bai hoan toan, ddy nhém nguoi nay di vao tuyét 1o.
@ Tuy nhién, d6 ciing chi 1a suy doan. Mai dén nam 1623, sau khi ga cong
chia Ngoc Van cho quoc vuong Chan Lap (1620), chia Nguyén Phic Nguyén
méi “mugn” dat Chan Lap dé lap hai tram thu thué tai Sai Gon (nay la Chg
Lén) va Bén Nghé (nay 1a Sai Gon). Pay 1a cai méc ghi ddu thoi diém luu
dan ngudi Viét chinh thic dit chan 1én dat Pong Nai-Gia Dinh.

Giai doan nay cdc gido si Thién Chua gido bit dau truyén dao vao
nuéc ta va gip su cAm dodn manh mé cda triéu dinh chia Nguyén. Céc
cudc bat dao ciia chia Nguyén da gidn tiép d4y nhiéu gia dinh luu dan tréi
giat vao Nam.

Hién nay tai khu dat thanh cla
gido xtt Ba Giong (thudc 4p Tan
Quodi, xa Tan Ly Pong, huyén Chau
Thanh, tinh Tién Giang) c6 nhiéu
ngdi mo c6 xay bang 6 dude véi md
bia c6 hinh thanh gii dé cac chir
s0 1663, 1664... va nhiéu chit Han
da lu mo khong thé doc dugc. Diéu
nay ching t6 luu dan nguoi Viét da
dit chan sinh soéng tai giong Tran
Dinh it nhat mot vai thé hé so véi
thoi khic lich st 1698.

: Theo Pai Nam nhdt thong chi thi

Y . dat Ba Giong nguyén la ctia nudc

M ¢6 tai nha thd Ba Giong Thiy Chan Eapgul\}{ém 1679, chta

Nguyén Phiic Tan cho nhém nguoi Minh phan Thanh do Duong Ngan Pich cam

dau dén phia ta ngan ha luu séng Tién 1ap My Tho dai pho. Pén ndm 1698, chia

Nguyén Phic Chu phéai quan Chuéng co L& Thanh hau Nguyén Hitu Canh vao

kinh luge x& Gia Pinh, 14y dat Pong Nai dat 1am huyén Phuéc Long, dung dinh
Tran Bién; 14y dat Sai Gon dat 1am huyén Tan Binh, dung dinh Phién Tran.

Khi co s6 hanh chinh da dugc x4c lap, chia Nguyén ra suc déiy manh
di dan tir ving Thuan-Quéang vao Nam khai hoang 14p 4p bang nhiéu chinh
sach uu tién, uu dai va ca trg cdp tai luc, vat luc.

* Phan vién Van héa Nghé thuat Viét Nam tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
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Mua thu nadm 1705, nuéc Chan Lap c¢6 noi loan, quan Théng suidt Nguyén
Ctru Van duge 1énh di dep loan. Sau khi chién théng tré vé, d6ng nhan thay
Viing Gu 1a noi quan gidc Cao Mién thuong quay roi nén lién cho dép liy dai
tit quan Thi Cai d&én chg Luong Phia va dao thong hai dau ngoi song Viing
Gu va My Tho dé lam thé giao thong phong bi, goi 1a kinh Viing Gu (dén
nam 1819 nao vét thém, goi la kinh Bao Pinh).

Pay 1a kinh dao dau tién noi song Vam Cé Tay véi song Tién tai My
Tho, ndm trén tuyén giao thong thiy ti mién T4y lén Sai Gon. Nho d6 ma
dén niam 1741 chta Nguyén Phic Khodt cho mé ra 9 trudng biét nap cho
dan lap 4p khai hoang va thu thué. Riéng khu vuec M§ Tho c6 t6i 4 truong
biét nap la Tam Lach, Ba Canh, Quy An, Quy Hoéa.

Ciing tir trung tdm M§ Tho ma dia ban cia nguvi Viét mé rong dan.
Dic biét, & khodng gitia Sai Gon va My Tho 1a day d4at giong cao rdo nén
s6m thu hit céc luong di dan. Ndm 1772, chda Nguyén Phic Thuan sai quan
tran tha Gia Dinh 14y d4t M§ Tho lap thanh dao Trudng Pon, ly sé dit tai
go Kién Dinh, dit chic Cai co, Thu ky dé cai tri (Go Kién DPinh con goi 1a
gd Tran DPinh, nay 1a go Tan Hiép, toa lac tai 4p C4, thi tran Tan Hiép).

N#m 1776, dao Trudng Pén bi Tay Son ph4 tan. Nam 1778, Nguyén Anh
khéi phuc lai va nam 1779 cho vé dia d6, bd 9 trudng biét nap, diat ra huyén
Kién Khuong (hay Kién Khang), nang dao Trudng Don 1én dinh Trudng Don,
ly s ciing dat tai go Kién Dinh, dit ra chie Luu tha, Cai bo va Ky luc, mé
rong chu vi dén dén 1,5 dam (tuong duong 670m).? Go Kién Dinh 13 trung
tam cua vung dat Ba Giong hiém trd: “Go dong rong lén, cay coi sum sué,
ché khdi lén ché phuc xudng, tiép tuc noi lién, trude cé dai giang®™ ngdn tré,
sau tua Chdm Mang Trach®”.® Vi thé& nay ré rang dé thu khé cong, ching
t6 chiia Nguyén van con trong giai doan 4n nhan.

Thang Giéng nam 1780, nho su
yém tr¢ clia nghia quan Pong
Son, Nguyén Anh 1én ngbi chua
tai Bén Nghé. Nam 1781, 6ng cho
déi dinh Trudng Pén thanh dinh
Tran Pinh, doi ly sé vé thon My
Chanh (nay la khu vuc chg Cia
thuoc thanh phé My Tho). DAt
My Tho tiép giap véi Pong Thap
Muoi ram rap & phia tay bic nén
c6 chd nuong tua. Béi viy ma ndm

‘ 1785, P6 ty Tay Son la Nguyén
Cho My Tho xua Tran cho dao kinh Ba (Bau) Beo
) dé cit dut thé y doc nay, nham
c6 lap quan Pong Son cia Nguyén Anh trong Pong Thap Muwi.

Luc lugng Nguyén Anh dang trén da thing thé& nén “Nam Canh Tudt
(1790) ddp stta quan 16 phia hitu, khéi tw ciia Tén Thudn [thanh Gia DPinh]
ré qua chua Kim Chuong, qua phé Sai Gon [nay la Chg Lén] dén cdu Binh
An, qua go chua Péng Tuyén [Go Pen, huyén Bén Lic, tinh Long An] dén
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bén do Thu Doan séng Cuu An [Vam Cé DPongl, qua séng Hung Hoa [Vam
Cé Tay] trdi go Trdn Dinh [thi tran Tan Hiép, huyén Chau Thanh, tinh Tién
Giang] qua go Triéu [xa An Cu, huyén Cai Be, tinh Tién Giang]..”.® Nho dé
My Tho tré thanh dau méi giao thong huyé&t mach tir mién Tay lén Sai Gon,
ca duong thuy lan duong bo. Sach Gia Pinh thanh théng chi ghi nhan: “Cho
phé l6n My Tho mdi ngoi cét cham, phii dinh cao, nha thu rong thuyén be
séng bién ra vao, buém thuyén tréng nhu mdc cii, thdt la noi dé hoéi lén
phén hoa huyén ndo”.”

Dén nam 1792, “Pdp thanh Mj Tho (géc thanh ddp nhu ddng hoa mai,
chu vi 499 truong [khoang 1.700m)), phdt quan quén cdc dinh dén ung dich.
Vua ngu dén xem”.® T d6 vé sau, My Tho tréd thanh trung t4m hanh chinh
cua dinh Tran Dinh.

Vi tri nay mot mit gidp song Tién, mot mét gidp vam kinh Béo Dinh
nén rat tién lgi vé giao thong thiy va cé thé chién luge quan trong, nhat
la thé déi mat véi Chan Lap tif phia tdy ma kinh Béo Dinh sé 1a chién lay
loi hai. Pay chinh 13 buée d4u tién dénh ddu sy 16n manh va thé chi dong

ctia Nguyén Anh trén dat Ba Gidéng. Sach Hoang Viét nhét théng du dia chi
goi dén dinh Tran Pinh 14 Pon DAt va nhan xét rang c6: “Thé ddt goi bién
tua song”.® Sach Gia Pinh thanh thong chi miéu ta nhu sau: “Don vuédng,
chu vi 998 tdm [khoang 2.500m], cé hai cdi ciia bén phdi va bén trdi, & cia
c6 cdu treo bdc ngang, hao réng 8 tam [khodng 20m], sdu 1 tém [2,56m],
bén mua nude déu ngot, c6 nhiéu cd tém, dudi cau cé dong nhé dé thong véi
séng lén My Tho, ngoai hao cé ddp liy ddt cé canh géc 16i lom nhu hinh
hoa mai,"Y mdt trude chén liy ra 30 tam dén séng Lén. Trong don cé kho
gao, kho thuéc sing, trai qudn va sung lén, tich trit ddy du nghiém tiuc. Mdt
séng réng lon; nam Gidap Déan [1794] trén don ddt sing lén, cé bdn thi qua
bo song bén kia, cdch xa 10 ddm ma céy canh trong riing déu bi tréc gay, dy
la do duong dan di manh thé”.

Dao Trusng Pén Dinh Tran Pinh
(1772 - 1776), (1781 - 1808),

dinh Trudng Noén trén Binh Tudng

1779 - 1781) (1808 - 1826)

Trén Dinh Tudng
(1826 - 1832),
tinh Dinh Tudng
(1832 - 1863)

Su thay d8i ly s& va dia danh hanh chinh ctia Pinh Tudng-Tién Giang.
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Niam 1808, vua Gia Long (Nguyén Anh) d6i dinh Tran BPinh thanh tran
Dinh Tudng, truc thujc Gia Pinh thanh dat tai Bén Nghé. Nam 1826, ly s6
tran Pinh Tuong dugce doi vé thon Diéu Hoa,® thudc huyén Kién Hung. So
v6i thanh cii thi thanh méi nam d6i xu’ng bén kia bo kinh Bao Pinh, sat
song Tién. Vi tri nay c6 uu thé tiép gidp truc tlep v6i duong thién ly tren
dat lién va thing du’o’ng tién sang Cao Mién v6i vai trd bao ho. Do d6, vi

thé& thanh M$ Tho méi da d4nh d4u giai doan 16n manh, thé& chii dong hoan
toan va tAm vuon xa cta chinh quyén nha Nguyén.

Nim 1832, vua Minh Mang céi cdch hanh chinh trén dat Gia Pinh, bd
chic Téng tran Gia DPinh thanh, d6i 5 tran thanh 6 tinh. Do khong d4nh
gia dung mic vi thé chién luge cua tinh Pinh Tudong va nhat 12 My Tho nén
dit Pinh Tuong 1a tinh nhé do tinh Vinh Long kiém nhiép, duéi quyén chi
huy cia Tong doc Long Tudng (tén tit cha Vinh Long va Pinh Tuong) 1a
Truong Van Uyén.

2. My Tho thoi Phap thudc

Niam 1859, thue dan Phéap danh chiém thanh Gia Pinh. Ngay 24/2/1861,
don Ky Hoa that thi. Chiém dudc dau ndo Sai Gon, thuc dan Phap bat dau
danh rong ra. Cudi thang 3/1861, quan Phap do theo dudng kinh Bdo Pinh
tit song Vam Cé Tay dé danh chiém thanh DPinh Tudng. Pén day, vua Tu Dic
méi thay sai 1am cua viéc xép dit Pinh Tudng 1a tinh nhé, ben tic toc nang
DPinh Tudng 1én thanh tinh 16n, cit Nguyén Cong Nhan lam Tong doc va xuéng
du: “T'inh Dinh Tuong déu quan vdn, lai gan lién véi gidc Tay duong, nguoi
[Nguyén Cong Nhan] nén ddéc cung véi bon Nguyén Hau Thanh tri nghi
muu ké ngdn chdn gidc, dé trdn tinh long dén ma nghiém viéc phong bi”.®

Lic nay, trong con mét cta thuc dan Phap, tinh thanh Pinh Tudng (tic
My Tho) vira 1a vua lda, vira 1a trung tam cida khang chién va quan trong hon
14 clta ngd dé tién vé mién Tay. Léopold Pallu, mot si quan cao cap trong
doi quan vién chinh tién danh thanh DPinh Tudng, nhan dinh: “Sai Gon la
trung tdm qudn su, My Tho la trung tGm thuong mqi. Cdc ghe thuyén cia
nguoi Nhdt, ngwm Tau, nguoz An Nam, nguoi Xiém cé day can dé di chuyen
trén séng, nho vao dia diém gén noi sén xuét gao, kinh rach lai dén hét vao
song Tién Gzang, thém vao truyén thong ciua ddan ching dza phuong tw bao
thé ky, tdt cd gop lai lam cho My Tho tré thanh trung tém budn bdn lon
nhdt ciia Nam Ky mién dudi truée khi nguoi chdu Au téi day”. ¥

Theo dénh gia ctia Phé thiy su dé doc Charner, thanh Pinh Tudng vo
cung quan trong va khong phdi dé chiém. Ciing chinh vi vdy ma Charner
vo cung than trong, t6 chiic hai canh quan khé4c nhau cung tién d4nh thanh
Dinh Tudng. Canh thit nhit do Trung t4 hai quan Bourdais chi huy, tit song
Vam Cé Tay tién theo kinh B4o Pinh. C4anh thit hai do Chuan dé doc Page
chi huy, theo dudng bién tién vao theo ctia Tiéu.

Do th4dy dugc tam quan trong cia My Tho nén Charner lién tuc nhéc
nhé, Gy lao doan quan vidn chinh. D6i véi canh thd nhat: “Ong [Bourdals]
lieu xem c6 du suc chiém My Tho hay khong, hay 6ng cén thém yém tro
nia. Ong hay cédn nhdc va hanh dong thdt cdn thdn khong dé xdy ra mot
rii ro nao hét”® va “Nguoi ta cho téi biét & My Tho ¢6 nhiéu thuyén chién
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rdt tot, c6 thé quan An Nam dem vai chiéc ra chéng éng do. Vi thé phdi can
than mdi dugc”."® D61 v6i canh thit hai: “Ong [Page] phdi hanh dong cdn
than phdi hét sitc né luc theo duong bién nguoc séng Tién Giang dé ddnh
My Tho.. Két qud trén nay cé thé thdo gé cho hoan cdnh khé khdn cia ta
hién nay.. va lam cho quén thu phdi sém diéu dinh”'” (LCL nh4n manh).

Ngugc lai, triéu dinh nha Nguyén ciing doc hét sic bao vé thanh Dinh
Tuong. Trén tuyén kinh Bdo Pinh, quan Phdp phai vugt qua doan dudng
chi khoang 20km ma c6 t6i 6 don binh va 9 u can ngin trén dong kinh. Vi
su ngin can quyét liét ctia quan dan ta ma ti song Vam Cé Tay, phai mat
12 ngay quan Phap mdéi téi duge My Tho. Trén song My Tho, sang ngay
11/4/1861, ham ddi Phap tir bién vao dén dau con Tan Long thi mic phai
con dap chan ngang."® Hai bén d4p c6 hai don canh giit, mdi dén c6 18
kh&u phédo. Ngay 12/4, Phap na phao vao 4p ddo hai don va ph4 cir coc dé
tién dén trudc ctia thanh Pinh Tuong. Lic nay quan quan da bé thanh rat
lui dugc 3 gis dong hd.

Léopold Pallu miéu t4 thanh phé My Tho nhu sau: “M§y Tho la mét
vang nha cia réng lén, nha lop bdng ld dita lun theo tdp qudn ciia nguoi An
Nam, nhin xa giong nhu nha lop rom cia ta. B6 mdt chung ctia thanh phé
c6 vé ngheéo nan; nhung doc theo kinh Buu Dién thi nha cta cé vé thanh nhd
mét cdch ddng né; nha xdy cdt theo l6i néng thon, néi nhau lién tuc, mdi
lop ngéi noi bat trén nhitng vang trong dia va cau, tdt cd cho thdy vé phong
luu, thinh thodng nhiéu nha té ra that giau cé. Ta chi cé thé dung cdnh hao
hoa ctia Cho Qudn va kinh Tau™ méi cé thé so sanh duogc”.2”

Vé thanh My Tho, 6ng miéu ta: “Thanh My Tho xdy cdt theo 167 Au
chdu. Thanh vuéng vic ¢6 u lam phdo dai. Hao chung quanh réng cé nudc;
tuong thanh cao va rdt day. Vai noi chung quanh thanh la dam lay, vi vy
stic phong thi do cong trinh nhén tao con cé thién nhién hé tro nia. Khi
gi6i cia thanh My Tho thi c¢6 dai phdo nong lén. Thanh kiém sodt hét séng
Tién Giang va cdc duong thiy do vao song nay. Do dé thanh cé mot vi tri
chién luoc quan trong. Hon nita, My Tho con la vua théc, lai viia la thi truong
lia gao quan trong ctia cd dé quoc An Nam. Néu trong mua mua ma ddanh
thanh My Tho khi c6 thém ba tinh mién Nam hé tro thi qud thdt khong thé
nao ddnh n6i”?" (LCL nhan manh).

Theo Phu Lang Tru’dng Ba Phat thi dua vao ty 1& xich cua ban do thanh
My Tho trong sach Lich si cubc vién chmh Nam Ky cia Léopold Pallu, c6
thé thay thanh M§ Tho hinh vudng, mbi canh khodng 500m, bén géc ¢6 bon
phédo dai.??

Viéc chiém M§ Tho nim trong ké& hoach cta thuc dan Phap nhim tao
ban dap dé khong ché mién Tay va tién sang Cambodge dé giao thuong véi
Trung Qudc. Trong bdo cdo gti vé Bo Hai quan Phap ngay 29/1/1859, tuéng
De Genouilly viét: “Khi chiém duoc Nam Ky, ta sé nguoc song Ciu Long tién
chiém luén vuong quéc Cam Bot”.*® Do d6 Phéap goi song Mékong 1a song
Cambodge. Khi d4 chiém tron 6 tinh Nam Ky, nidm 1868 thuc dan Phép cu
doan tham hiém do Doudart de Lagreé lam truéng doan, nguoc dong song
Mékong vo cung gian khé trong sudt hai nam, vugt qua biét bao ghénh thac
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nguy hiém chét ngudi, cudi ciing ciing t6i dugc dat Pai Ly du phai tra gia
béang cai chét cia ngudi trudéng doan.

Do vi thé dic biét cta My Tho nén thuc dan Phap xay dung noi day thanh
thi ti sAm uat. Nam 1867, Phap
cho nao vét kinh Bao Bmh de
tré thanh tuyén lién lac tu Sai
Gon - mién Tay, do d6 kinh nay
dugc goi la Arroyo de la Poste
(kinh Buu Pién). Nam 1877, Phap
cho dao kinh Cho Gao néi song
Tién tai vam rach Ky Hon (c4ach
My§ Tho 4km vé huéng dong) vé6i
song Vam Co6 tai vam soéng Tra.
Khi dao xong, kinh Cho Gao tré

= : thanh con kinh van chuyén nhon
Thuong thuyén My Tho tai cang Alger, Algérie nhip nhat Nam Ky. N\hé‘ d(:)a My
Tho cang tré thanh dau méi van

chuyén lda gao 1én Sai Gon xuat khau.

Ngay 17/3/1879, Thong doc Nam Ky ban hanh nghi dinh cho x4y dung
tai My Tho trudng trung hoc dau tién cia Nam Ky véi tén goi College de
My Tho, nay la truong THPT Nguyén Dinh Chiéu.

Nam 1881, Phap cho khdi cong xay dung tuyén duong sat Sai Gon- My
Tho, dai 71km, 'khénh thanh nam 1885. bay la tuyen duong sat dau tién &
Dong Nam A. Dleu nay cho thay, trong con mat cia thuc dan, My Tho quan
trong dén mic nao.

Cudn Monographie de la province de Mytho (1902) miéu ta: “Vi tri cia
cho My Tho thdt tuyét diéu. N6 toa lac tai noi qua lai ctia cdc loai ghe chai
tw mién Tay dén va di vée Cho Lén qua kinh Bdo Pinh va kinh Cho Gao...
Viéc buén ban con duoc tién hanh bang duong sdat” va “Viéc thuong mdi tong
qudt cta cho la viéc xudt khdu lua gao. Lia gao duoc so ché va sau dé duoc
chuyén vé dia chi cia cdc nha mdy xay xdt gao & Sai Gon va Cho Lén. Tai
dé, gao duoc cha sach roi van chuyén ra Trung Ky hay Cambot (Campuchia).
Nhiing loai trdi cay, ld trau rang ciing duoc xudt khdu lén Cambot”. Cudi
cung, sach nay két luan, tinh ly My Tho khong chi 1a trung tAm hanh chinh
ma con la trung tdm kinh té-thuong mai cia tinh My Tho, va la dia ban
trung chuyén cuc ky quan trong giiia céc tinh ddng bang song Ctiu Long véi
Sai Gon-Chg Lén. Tinh ly My Tho dén cudi thé ky XIX c6 3.830 dan, trong
d6 3.000 ngudi Viét, 700 ngudi Hoa, 100 ngudi Au, 30 ngudi An.®

Nam 1909, trong sach Nam Ky phong tuc nhon vdt dién ca, Nguyén
Lién Phong ca nggi phong canh chg My Tho nhu sau:
Buoéi moi, budi téi, budi trua,
Tau do, xe lia ruée dua lién lién.
Ddau duong sdu tinh méi giéng,
Tiém dn tiém ngu khée yén bé hanh.®
Do giit vi tri 1a “dau dudng sdau tinh” ma tai vam kinh Bdo Dinh § My
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Tho c6 bén tau xa-lap véi tén goi “cau tau Luc Tinh” va dudng bd Sai Gon-
My Tho c6 tén 1a duong Luc Tinh. Khong khi sdm uit d6 da duge Hoc Lac,
mot nha tho yéu nuée 6 My Tho, miéu ta nhu sau:

Trén Sai Gon, duéi My Tho,

DPdu ddu phong cdanh ciing nhuong cho.

Lon rong chung rach, chia doéi ngd,

Cii méi phdn ranh cing mot do.?®

Phé cdt ve voi xanh to luc,

Buém dong lén xuong(”) trang nhu co.

Ddc tinh trao ti quén mua ndng,

Ddn déi dua nhau tiéng hdt do.

(My Tho tic canh)

Tir d6, cung v6i Sai Gon, My Tho tré thanh biéu tugng clia noi van
minh thanh thi:
- Dén nao cao bdng den cho My,
Lo nao ky bang 1o Can Tho.
(Ca dao)
- Cuc moc dudi séng kéu bdng cuc thuy,
Cho Sai Gon xa, cho My ciing xa.
Géi tho vé tham hét noi nha,
Truée tham ba md, sau la tham em.

(Ca dao)

Nhu’ng diéu quan trong la Ve Van minh hién dai cia My Tho 1a sdn pham cta
S thue dan Phap nén trong nhan
dan ciing ¢6 khuynh huéng xa
lanh né va kéu goi tré vé truyén
thoéng ctia dan toc:
Den Sai Gon ngon xanh ngon do,
Dben My Tho ngon té ngon lu.
Anh vé hoc ldy ch@ nhu,
Chin trang em doi muoi thu em cho.
(Ca dao)
Do My Tho la noi gép g6 gitta hai
nén van héa Viét-Hoa va dugc cht
nghia lang man cta phuong Tay
lam chat xdc tdc ma loai hinh
nghé thuat cdi luong da c6 dip ndy né v6i nhiéu nghé danh néi tiéng nhu Tu
Giéi, Bay Nhiéu, Hai Thong, Ndm Chau, Bay Triéu, Tran Hitu Trang v.v..
Pac biét 1a rap hat cta thdy Nam Ta lap tai My Tho ndm 1917 dugc Xuén
Diéu goi 1a “Hollywood ciia Nam Bo6” khong thé thiéu su déng gbép xuit sic
cua nit nghé si nguoi Viét goc Hoa 1a Phung Ha4.

Truéc nam 1945, Xuan Diéu cé thoi gian lam Tham ta Thuong chanh
& My Tho, rat mé cai luong. Trong hoi ky ctia minh, 6ng khang dinh: “Cdi
luong da tang chdt trit tinh cho tho toi. N6 giip cho chiu nghia lang man
trong tho toi duoc phdt trién. Xét cho k3, chii nghia ldng man dé vao trong

Rap hat Vinh Lqi
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dm nhac (trong ca cdi luong) truée khi xdm nhdp vao van chuong”.®®

Trong ntta sau thé ky XIX, My Tho 1a noi thuc dan Phap dit céc co quan
hanh chinh quan trong quan ly mét vung réong 16n. Truéec nam 1876, My Tho
la mot trong nam Khu hanh chinh, gom hai Hat thanh tra My Tho va Bén
Tre. Dén ngay 5/1/1876, Khu hanh chinh My Tho cai quén bon Hat thanh
tra 12 My Tho, Tan An, Go Cong, Cho Lén. Tham chi dén ngay 12/7/1871,
Khu hanh chinh My Tho cang thém rong 16n do Khu hanh chinh Sai Gon
sap nhap vao. Pén ngay 10/10/1907 thi gidi thé.

Dén ngay 16/12/1938, Toan quyén Pong Duong ra nghi dinh céng nhan
M§ Tho 12 “thi xa hén hgp”. P&én nam 1956 gidi ths.®

3. My Tho ngay nay

Ngay 30/9/1970, chinh phu Viét Nam Cong hoa cho lap lai thi xa My
Tho thudc tinh Dmh Tuong. Cubi nam 1976, My Tho dugc nang tir thi xa
1én thanh phé, 1a do thi loai 3.

Ngay 7/10/2005, My Tho dugc Thu tuéng Chinh phtu co6ng nhan la dé
thi loai 2.

Cudi ndm 2004, cong trinh dudng cao toc TP Ho Chi Minh-Trung Luong
(diém cudi cach My Tho khodang 10km) dugc khdéi cong va du kién sé kh4dnh
thanh vao ngay 3/2/2010. Song song do, Cuc Pudng sit Viet Nam ciing trinh
du an xay dung lai tuyen duang sat Sa1 Gon- My Tho. Khi cac cong trinh Ay
hoan thanh, vai tro dau moi giao thong va kinh té-xa hoi cia My Tho sé
cang phat trién. M§ Tho sé tré thanh tram trung chuyén hang héa tir c4c
phuong tién van tai thay trén song Tién va mién Tay lén TP H6 Chi Minh.

Pic biét, theo k& hoach t6 chiic cudc thi hoa hau thé gisi 2010, Tién
Giang s& 1a noi dén ti€p 130 nguovi dep cua thé gidi tham du 18 hoi trdi cay
vao thang 10/2010. Su kién nay s& 1a co hoi 16n dé M§ Tho va ca Tién Giang
c6 co hoi quang b4 tiém ning va vi thé clia minh.

Nhu vay 13, tinh tif ndm 1679 - thoi diém ma nhém ngudi Hoa tha
huong do Duong Ngan Dich cam dau dugc chiia Nguyén Phic Tan cho phép
dén dinh cu & vung ha luu song Tién - dén ndm 2009, My Tho da trai qua
330 nam xAay dung va phét trién bang biét bao cong siic clia cong dong cac
dan toc anh em. Trong d6 néi bat 1én vai tro tién phong khai hoang phuc
héa cta nguoi Viét va viéc phat trién thuong mai cia ngudi Hoa. Hon ¢ dau
hé&t, My Tho chinh la thanh qué cia méi tinh doan két dic biét nay.
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TOM TAT
Luu dan ngudi Viét dat chan Ién dat My Tho tu gitia thé ky XVII. D&n nam 1679, chua

Nguyén cho nhém ngudi Hoa phan Thanh do Duong Ngan Dich cam dau dén day luu trd

va m& mang thuong mai, My Tho dan dan trd thanh mét do thi sam uat, noi giao thuong ca

trong nuéc va qudc té. DE&n khi thuc dan Phap xam lugc, do nhu cau khai thac ndéng san ma
chi yé&u 1a lba gao dé€ xuat khdu ma My Tho cang trd thanh dadu méi giao théng, trd thanh
tram trung chuyén hang héa va hanh khach ti mién Tay 1én Sai Gon, 1a nai giao luu van héa

Viét-Hoa-Phap. Dé&n nilia sau thé ky XX, do giao théng dudng bd phat trién nén vai trd trung

chuyén clia My Tho gidm dan. Hién nay, véi cac du an nhu dudng cao téc Sai Gon-Trung

Luong va du an khéi phuc tuyén dudng sat Sai Gon-My Tho, mé ra nhiéu trién vong cho viing

dat dai phé xua dan |4y lai vi thé cGa minh.

ABSTRACT

©o®

THE STANDING OF MY THO OVER LAST 330 YEARS

The Vietnamese immigrants set foot in My Tho in the mid-17th century. Then in 1679,
the Nguyén Lord permitted a group of Chinese led by Dudng Ngan Dich who rebelled against
the Qing Dynasty and fled their country to settle down and start their commercial businesses
here. Step by step, My Tho became a center of thriving business for both domestic and
international commercial services. In the times of the French colonialists, due to the demands
for rice exports, My Tho became one of the most important traffic center, a mediation station
for passenger and merchandise transportation from the Mekong Delta to Sai Gon and a site
of acculturation among the Vietnamese, Chinese and French cultures. In the latter half of the
20th century, owing to the development of the system of traffic routes, the mediation role of
My Tho in the local traffic lost its importance. At present, projects such as the superhighway
connecting Sai Gon to Trung Luong, and the project for the reconstruction of the railway Sai
Gon-My Tho, open up a lot of prospects for the old town to regain its old standing.



