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LICH SU KINH CHG GAO, TIEN GIANG
Lé Cong Ly’

Dia hinh dong bang song Cuu Long nhin chung trung thap v6i vo so
song, rach bau, lung, trap, lang, dia.. xen giiia cdc day giong, go, roc. Thiy
16 nhin chung la song rach tu nhién - duong nudc luu thong theo d;a hinh
sudt may ngan nam. Do dia hinh bing phang nén hau hét song rach déu
cong queo, udn lugn, doi khi that kho theo doi dudng di ciia né ngay cd trén
ban do6. Béi vAy ma c6 mot nghich 1y 1a, kinh rach tuy nhiéu vé ké nhung
lai khé luu thong. Nhiéu mat hang ti mién Tay ché lén Sai Gon phai di rat
dai ngay nén dén noi thi da hu héng kha nhiéu, béi vay ma cé cau: “Rach
Gid dn cd tuoi, Sai Gon dan éc thui”.

Bué6c dau, khodng cudi thé ky 17, dau thé ky 18, luu dan ngudi Viét téi
day con thua thét, chii quyén ctia chia Nguyén d6i véi ving dat nay con manh
min va yéu 6t; hon nifa can phai khoan thu trong cai tri dé khuyén khich luu
dan vao khai pha vung dat hoang vu nay, nén viéc bit dan xau dao kinh 1a
rat hiém. Pén nam 1705, do yéu ciu quan su cip bach ma chida Nguyén méi
bat dan xau dao kinh Bdo Pinh va dén nam 1785, quan Tay Son mdi cho dao
kinh Ba Beo dé cb lap quan Pong Son trong Pong Thap Mubi.

Sau khi thong nhat dat nudc, nha Nguyén méi cho dao kinh Tha Poan,
kinh Thoai Ha, kinh Vinh Té&. Riéng khu vuc Pong Thap Mudi cAn phai dao
kinh tiéu Gng va rita phén nén Nguyén Tri Phuong dugc giao nhiém vu Kinh
luge stt Nam Ky, xay dung céc don dién dé via tap trung dan dinh phong
khi c6 giac, vira lam thuy lgi khai hoang. Tuy nhién, céng viéc chua hoan
tat thi thuc dan Phap téi.

<
s Cs
s IGes
R.
1
& . B
%Ov'
Lom
MiTHO|

7 s

Hinh 1:Ban dé kinh Chg Gao (Lé Cong Ly vé).

Phan vién Van héa Nghé thuat Viét Nam tai Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
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Do yéu cau vé quan su va giao
thuong nén thuc dan Phép rat
chu trong dao kinh, chiém dat
dugc téi dau thi dao vét kinh
rach t6i d6. Hang loat kinh rach
méi xudt hién ma quan trong
nh4t 1a kinh Chg Gao.

1. Kinh rach vung Chg Gao
truédc khi thuc dan Phap
xam ludgc

Thoi ky nay chu yéu chi c¢6 3
tuyén duong giao thong thuay
gitta song Tién va hé thong song
Hinh 2: C&nh ngugi dan Viét Nam dao kénh Chg Vam Co la:

Gao, Tién Giang (1876). Anh luu giti 8 Thuvien - Rach Ky Hén tir séng Tién néi

Bo6 Ngoai giao Phap, ky s6 A000760. (Ngudn:htto:// v Gi song Vam Cé bging vam song
www.leanhtuan.com/hydraulicVietnamese.html) Tra (dai khoéng 30km)

- Kinh Bao Pinh (dao nam 1705, dai khoang 20km).

- Kinh Ba Beo (dao nam 1785, dai khoang 50km).

Méc du rach Ky Hon nhé hep va cong queo nhung la duong thay tu
nhién tir lau doi. Theo sdch Gia Dinh thanh théng chi thi khi chua cé kinh
Ving Gu [tdc kinh Bio Pinh] va kinh Rudt Ngua [1772] thi ghe thuyén
ti Bén Nghé xuéng mién Tay phai theo rach Ong Lén [nay thudc quan 8]
xu6ng ha luu song Rach C4t [nay thudc huyén Nha Be], qua song Phuéc Loc
[tic song Can Giudc] 1én song X4 Huong [tic song Bao Nguge/song Vam Cé],
t6i song Tra, theo rach Ky Hon roi ra song 16n My Tho [song Tién].?

Sach Hoang Viét nhdt thong du dia chi chi dan vé rach Ky Hon nhu
sau: “Tw ctéa rach [Ky Hon] di 2.453 tam [tuong duong 6.280m] t6i cho Ca
[Ky]1 Hon, di théem 380 tam [tuong duong 972m] dén Bén Me thi chia hai
nhdnh: Nhdnh huéng dong di 434 tam [tuong duong 1.111m] dén cho Gao,
6.205 tam [tuong duong 15.884m] gidp rach Muong Dao; nhdnh huéng bdc
di 111 tam [tuong duong 284m] dén cho Qudn Luong, di thém 2.098 tam
[tuong duong 5.370m] dén cho Ldo Van; 2.344 tam [tuong duong 6.000m]
dén cho Ldao Sanh, 2.690 tam [tuong duong 6.886m] dén rach Tra va rach
Thuéc Léang roi chdy ra song lén Viing Gu [Vam C6]”.®

Do dudng rach cong queo phtc tap nhu vay, khoang gitta lai ¢6 chd giap
nudc nén phan ngon rach Ky Hon thuong bi can 14p, giao thong kha khé khan.
b4 vay, cho Gao lai chi ndm & mot nhanh (phia dong) rach Ky Hon nén chi 1a
mot chg nho, theo dia ba Minh Mang nam 1836 thi thudc thon Binh Phuong
[Phang],® xtt Go Két [Két Khul, tong Hoa Hao, huyén Kién Hoa, tinh DPinh
Tuong. Vi chi 12 cho nhé nén trong muc “Thi diém” cta sach Pai Nam nhdt
théng chi khong c6 miéu ta chg nay ngoai viéc dung né dé dinh vi chg Ky Hon:
“[Chg Ky Hon] 6 huyén Kién Hoa, cdch phia dong moét ddam cé cho Mé [gao]”.”
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Tuy nhién, diéu ddng ghi nhan & day 14, truéc khi thuc dan Phap xam
lugc va dao kinh Chg Gao thi da ¢6 dudng giao thong thay (du con hep va
cong queo) giita séng Tién va song Vam Cé. Quan trong hon nita, § day da cé
cho Gao - diém trung chuyén lda gao trén tuyén mién T4y - Sai Gon, nho vi
tri giap nude. Do d6, méc du khong thay xuat xi rd rang, theo Truong Ngoc
Tuong thi sach Phu bién tap luc cia Lé Quy Pon c6 ghi nhan “vao cudi thé
ky XVIII cho Gao la mét trung tdm mua bdn lua gao”.®

Trong Pinh Tuong Thi khoa Nguyén Hiau Hudn tiéu truyén (Vo danh
thi), cudi hoi thi sdu ciing ¢6 ghi nhan viéec Nguyén Hitu Hudn sau khi trén
khéi nha P6 Hiu Phuong d4 4n ndu tai chg Gao dé “cho thuyén budn qud
giang vé Trung Ky xin v6i vua Tu Duc Nam triéu dem binh téi giup. Ong
¢ dé duoc ba thdng”™ [LCL nhan manh]. Diéu nay cho biét lic bay gis Chg
Gao da 1a diém dén cta ghe thuyén td xd.

Trong Petit cours de Géographie de la Basse-Cochinchine (Tiéu gido
trinh dia ly Nam Ky-1875)® ciing ghi nhian chgo Gao la trung tdm hanh
chinh ctia huyén Kién Hoa thuoc pht Kién An, tinh Dinh Tudng.

Can chd y 1a, chg Gao trong céc tai liéu néi trén khong phai 1a chg
Gao ndm tai trung tdm thi tran Cho Gao hién gid ma nam léch vé phia
dong khoang 500m vé phia ngon rach Ky Hon, nay thudc khu III cta thi
tran Chg Gao, huyén Chg Gao, tinh Tién Giang. Do thuc dan Phap dao
kinh Cho Gao an vé6i khoang gitta rach Ky Hén nén chg Gao cii mat vi
thé& giao thuong va thu nhé dan (nay la chg Khu III), déng thoi cho Gao
mé6i moc 1én tai vi tri nhu hién nay, ndm 6 giao diém gitta rach Ky Hon
va kinh Chg Gao.

Hinh 3:Béan d6 huyén Chg Gao, tinh Tién Giang hom nay.
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2. Thuc dan Phap véi kinh Chg Gao

Do Chg Gao ndm & vi tri yét hau clia mién Tay, 1a dau moi giao thong
quan trong va nam gitta hai trung tm khang chién chong Phap 1a Ba Giong
va Go Cong, lai 1a qué huong khdi nghia cia Thu khoa Huan va Au Duong
Lan nén thuc dan dic biét quan tdm ngay ti khi chiém duge tinh thanh
Pinh Tuong (12/4/1861). Sau khi triét ha dugc nghia quan Truong Pinh
(20/8/1864) va Thu khoa Huan (19/5/1875) Thong doc Nam Ky la Duperre
cho thanh lap mot Uy ban thlr(mg truc lo viéc hoan chlnh hé thong dudong
thiy tir Sai Gon di céc tinh mién T4y, muc dich cht yéu la: “Ddc biét dé phdt
trién giao thong, duy tri trdt tu tri an trong cdc tinh, giup cho viéc trao doi
buodn bdn va chuyén ché théc gao thudn lgi”.®

Theo Son Nam, lic nay do nhu cdu xuit kh4u lda gao sang mién nam
Trung Quédc, thuc dan Phdp mudn tim cdch van chuyén lda gao tif noi dy
trit to nhat lac bay gio 1a ving Chg Gao 1én Chg Lén." Cong viéc dau tién
va chién luge cia ho 1a cho dao kinh Chd Gao ma ho goi la Cannal Duperré
(kinh Duperre tén vién Thong doc Nam Ky Iac bay gi0d). Kinh Chg Gao dai
khodng 12km, rong 30m ndi rach Ky Hon an ra song Tién véi song Tra an
ra sdong Vam C4. Thuc dan bat khoang 11.000 dan xau dao tha cong trong
hai thang v6i khoang 676.000 ngay cong, dao khoang 900.000m? dat, hai
bén bo 1am duong 16 xe. Theo Son Nam, “..ddy la cong trinh l6n ddu tién,
khdnh thanh ngay 10/7/1877 do chinh dé déc Nam Ky tham du, dé truc
tiép thdch thic nhiing nguoi tung hudng ung cudc khéi nghia Thi khoa
Huén ti hai ndm trudc. Budi 1é nay két hop nghi thic cii méi, dung khdi
hoan mén, két béng tui, chung hinh tu linh, tau sdt cia doé déc chay tdi
kinh, hai bén bo linh ma ta sdi ngua, lai thd nhiing trdi khinh khi cdu co
nhé dé khoa truong ky thudt ciia Phdp. Nho kinh Cho Gao, lia gao dén Cho
Lén véi gid thanh thdp hon truée”. MV

Dé phat huy kha ning van tai lda gao theo dudng thiy ti mién Tay
lén Sai Gon xudt khdu ma kinh Cho Gao 1a dau méi then chét, cudi ndm
1879 thuc dan Phap cho dao kinh Nude Mé#n néi song Vam Cé véi song Can
Giudc 6 huyén Can Puéc. Kinh nay chi dai 1,9km nhung rit ngan thiy trinh
dang ké. Tu Sai Gon, ghe thuyén theo song Rach Cat dén séong Can Giudc
roi theo kinh Nuée Min qua séng Vam Co, ngugc 1én sdng Tra, vao kinh
Chg Gao dé ra sdong Tién.

Vé phia Bén Tre, trong nam 1878, Phap cho dao kinh Chet Say va
kinh Phi Tiac dé an qua khu vuce song Hau. Nho d6 ma kinh Chg Gao phét
huy tac dung hét stic nhanh chéng va to 16n, tré thanh “duong giao thong
thity nhon nhip nhdt 6 Nam Ky”.'® Dau 4n d6 con dé lai ¢ cau ca dao cho
biét thiy trinh qua kinh Chg Gao:

Anh di Cho Gao, Go Coéng,
Tré vé Bao Nguoc bi giong rdch budm.

Tuy nhién, do ¢ khoang gitta kinh Chg Gao c¢6 ché giap nuéc, phu sa
ling dong dan dén can 14p nhanh chéng nén Phap phai thuong xuyén cho
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xang cap nao vét long kinh ma quy moé nhat 1a vao cac dot: 1886-1887,
1895-1898, dic biét 1a diéu chinh rach Ky Hoén cho ngay thang va dao noi
rach Ky Hon vé6i kinh Chg Gao.™® Nhg vay ma luong gao xuat khiu tif cang
Sai Gon tang vot:

- Nam 1870: 128.894 tan;
- Nam 1880: 293.207 tan;
- Nam 1890: 540.998 tan;
- Nam 1900: 747.635 tan;
- Nam 1910: 1.108.561 tan.®

Lugng gao xuat kh4u khong 16 néi trén chic chan phan 16n dugc van
chuyén 1én cang Sai Gon biang kinh Chg Gao vi mot luong khong nhé cé
ngudn goc tir Go Cong va Vinh Long: “Hai logi gao ngon sé duge ban cho
thuong nhéan nguoi Au la gao Go Céng hay gao tron, va gao Vinh Long hay
gao dai, ding theo hat gao lam mdéu”."® Theo Monographie de la province
de Mytho [1902] thi lic nay toan tinh My Tho c6 khodng 8.000 chiéc ghe
cac loai dé phuc vu giao thuong trong tinh.®

Chi yéu la thong qua kinh Cho Gao va kinh Ba Beéo ma toan bd
luong lda cta cdc tinh mién T4y nuéc ta va Campuchia dugc chuyén chd
vé cac nha may xay x4t ¢ Chg Lén dé xuit kh4u. Nam 1910, Hiép hoi Lua
gao Vién Dong (Sociétés des Rizeries d’Extréme-Orient) duge thanh 14p tai
Sai Gon véi bon xuéng may xay xat 16n dit tai Cho Lén 1a Orient [Pong
Phuong], Tong-Wo, Ban-Hong - Guan va Les Joncques. Trong d6 xudng may
Les Joncques c6 nghia 1a “ghe thuyén”, di thdy vai tro quan trong cia ghe
thuyén doi v6i hiép hoi nay. Kha ning san xudt chung clia bon xuéng may
nay la 2.650 tan gao trang/24 giv, dai dién cho khodng mot nita s6 san luong
cua toan bo lia gao cia Pong Duong. Riéng xuéng may Tong-Wo dugc xem
la xuéng lda gao quan trong nhat trén thé gi¢i."”

Nam 1913, kinh Cho Gao lai dugc xang nao vét sdu khoang 5m va mé
rong khoang 100m, tré thanh “con duong lia gao” cia Nam Ky, la dudng
thiy thuan tién nhat gitta Sai Gon va mién Tay. Theo bdo céo clhia chi tinh
Go Cong ngay 9/5/1942 thi chi trong vong may thang diu nam d6, riéng
tinh Go Coéng da ché vé Chg Lén hon 15.700 tan lda va 510 tan gao. Céc
ghe thuyén chi ton c6 ba ngay dé chd laa tir Go Cong 1én Cho Lén nho di
theo tuyén kinh Chg Gao - song Vam Cé - song Soai Rap.®®

Ngoai m#t hang lda gao, cdc loai néng san ctia miét vudn soéong Tién
ciing dugc van chuyén theo kinh Chg Gao dé xuat khiu qua cdng Sai Gon
v6i s6 lugng dang ké: 1

Nam Mit hang Noi dén

Phap Nudéc khac
1894 Com dua va cac loai hat 903.335 francs 312.960 francs
1895 Cac loai hat va trai cay 686.710 francs 235.793 francs

1896  Ca&c loai hat va trai cay 271.689 francs 279.439 francs
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Hinh 4: Trén dong kinh Chg Gao Hinh 5: Tac nghén giao théng trén kinh Chg Gao

hém nay (Nguén: http.//www.tienphong.vn/Tianyon/Index.
(Nguodn: http.//images.google.com.vn) aspx?ArticlelD=123281&ChannellD=2)

Nho ¢6 kinh Chg Gao ma ving dat phia song Tién dugc tranh thi khai
thac trong laa. Theo Son Nam trong Lich st khdn hoang mién Nam, khi méi
chiém ci, thuc dan Phap chi cha trong vao phan dat tot, dong dan, cé sdn
duong giao thong ¢ mién Tién Giang. C4c tinh nay xem nhu giai quyét xong
tif nam 1910 véi téng s6 1a 651.000 mau, dén nidm 1930 téng s6 1a 705.000
mau. Tt nam 1910 tré vé sau, thuc dan méi cha § céc tinh 6 xa, hodc dat xau
hon thude Chau Péc, Long Xuyén, Tan An, Sa Péc, phia Pong Thap.

%k
%k *

Hién nay, mic du giao thong dudng bo rat phat trién nhung vai tro
van chuyén hang héa ctia kinh Chg Gao van la rat 16n. Hang ngay né phai
gong minh ti€p nhan cédc loai ghe thuyén, xa-lan ché du thd hang héa néi
dudi nhau. Tinh trang tic nghén va sat 16 b kinh dang ngay cang dang béo
dong. Vi vay, hién nay UBND tinh Tién Giang dang c6 k& hoach mé rong
con kinh nay dé né tré thanh “tuyén duong cao toc thi hai” trén duong giao
thong huyét mach Sai Gon - Mién Tay.
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TOM TAT

Kinh Chg Gao dugc thuc dan Phap bat dan xau ngudi Viét dao thi céng vao nam 1877,
thai diém kha mudn mang trong lich s&t Nam B&. Con kinh nay dugc dao néi vam rach Ky Hon
(théng ra song Tién tai My Tho) véi vam séng Tra (théng ra song Vam C9d). Diéu dang ghi nhan
la, trude khi co kinh Chg Gao thi da c6 dudng giao thong thly (du con hep, cong queo) gilia séng
Tién va séng Vam Co, dong thoi & day da c6 chg Gao - diém trung chuyén lta gao trén tuyén
Mién Tay - Sai Gon, nhd vi tri giap nudc.

Nh& chd triong van chuyén lta gao ti mién Tay vé Sai Gon xuét khdu ma kinh Chg Gao
tré thanh dudng giao théng thly nhén nhip nhdt Nam Ky va thudng xuyén dugc nao vét bang
x&ng chay bang may hoi nuéc.

Hién nay, vai trd van chuyén hang héa ctia kinh Chg Gao van la rat I16n, dan dén tinh trang
tdc nghén va sat 16 nang.

ABSTRACT

HISTORY OF CHQ GAO CANAL IN TIEN GIANG

The French coerced the Vietnamese forced laborers to build the Chg Gao Canal in 1877,
quite a late point of time as compared to the history of the South. This canal connects the confluent
of the revulet Ky Hén and the Tién river in My Tho, with the confluent of the Tra rivulet and the
Vam Co river. It should be noticed here that prior to the existence of the Chg Gao canal, there
had been a navigation route linking the Tién river and the Vam Co river, though this route was not
straight and large enough yet. Also here, thanks to its waterfront location, there was already the
Gao market - an entrepot for rice on the Mekong Delta area-Sai Gon transportation route.

Due to the policy for transportation of rice from the Mekong Delta area to Sai Gon for
export, the Chg Gao canal became the busiest canal in Cochinchina and was regularly dredged
by steamed-powered dredging machines.

Nowadays, the quantities of goods transported through Chg Gao canal are still considerable,
which leads to traffic jams and consequently landslide on the two banks of the river.



