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TONG QUAN VE PHAP LAM VA NHAN THUC MO VE
PHAP LAM HUE THOI NGUYEN

Tran Pttc Anh Son”

Trong nhitng di san vin héa do triéu Nguyén (1802 - 1945) d¢é lai trén dat Hué c6
mot loai di san vt thé rat dic biét. D6 1a phap lam.

V& mit cong ning, phap lam 13 mot loai vat lidu kién trac, ¢t lam bang dong,
bén ngoai c6 trang nhiéu 16p men nhiéu mau; tinh ning chiu dung cac tic dong
ngoai luyc, nhiét dg, tac hai cia mua néng va thoi gian rt cao. Vi thé, loai vat liéu
nay thuong dugc sir dung dé tao thanh cac d6 4n trang tri hinh khéi gin trén dau
dao, dinh noc, bo quyét cac cung dién; hoac tao thanh cic mang trang tri phéng,
c6 hinh v€& phong canh, hoa co, chim mudng, tho van chit Han..., thuong duoc gén
trén cac dai c6 diém & bo ndc hay bo méi cac cung dién, trén cac nghi mon trong
hoang cung va lang tam céc vua triéu Nguyén & Hué.

V& mit my thuat, phap lam 13 nhitng tac phim nghé thuit co tao hinh da dang,
mau sic ryc 13, dé tai trang tri phong phu va sinh dong. Nhitng moén phap lam gia
dung, d6 té ty va nhiing vat dung bay bién, bai tri bang phap lam trong cac cung dién,
lang tam duoc xem 1a nhimg c6 vat quy gia ma tridu Nguyén dé lai cho hau thé.

Tir dau thé ky XX dd c6 nhidu hoc gia ngudi Phap nhu: Gaide, Henry
Peyssonneaux, Richard Orband... dé tdm nghién ctru vé phap lam cua triéu
Nguyén va di cong bd cac khao ctru ctia ho trén Bulletin des Amis du Vieux Hué
(B.A.V.H)". Tuy nhién, nguoi co cong 16n nhét trong viéc ‘nghién ciru va danh gia
gia tri cua phap lam Hue 14 hoa si Pham Pang Tri. Bai viét “Quanh cac phap lam
Hué, suy nghi vé mau sic” cua éng in trén Tap chi Nghzen cuu Nghé thudt vao nam
1982@ chinh thirc mé ra mot trao luu nghién ctru vé loai hinh vdt liéu kién tric / kiéu
thirc trang tri | tdc pham nghé thudt | ¢é vt doc dao nay.

Tir d6 dén nay di c6 thém hang chuc bai viét vé dé tai nay cua cac hoa si, nha
nghién ctru, nha suu tim cb vat... ding tai trén nhiéu sach bao, tap chi ¢ trong va
ngoai nudc. Nhimng bai khao ctru nay dé cap nhiéu van dé lién quan dén phap lam &

) Hoi Khoa hoc Lich str Thira Thién Hué.

(™ Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Les tombeaux de Hué: Prince Kién Thai Vwong”. B.A.V.H., No.
1; Richard Orband (1917). “Les Bau H6 du tombeau de Tu Buc”. B.A.V.H., No. 2.

@ Pham Dang Tri (1982). “Quanh cac phap lam Hué, suy nghi v& mau sac”. Tap chi Nghién ctru Nghé
thuét. S6 3 (44), tr. 40.
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Hué thoi Nguyén (goi tit 13 Phdp lam Hué), nhu: nguon goc, xudt xit tén goi phdp
lam Hué; cdc logi hinh phdp lam Hué; thanh phan thai cét cia phép lam Hué; noi
khai sinh ra ky nghé ché tac phdp lam; nguyén nhdn that truyén va quy trinh phuc
ché phdp lam Hué thoi Nguyén...

Tuy nhién, cac bai khao ciru nay cho thdy cic nha nghién ctru di khong tan
ddng trong nhiéu van d&, nhu: ngudn gbc danh xung phdp lam®; dic diém k§ thuat
va my thuat ctia phap lam; viéc phan 13p cac loai hinh phap lam thoi Nguyén &
Hué. Tham chi, ¢6 y kién con nghi ngd: “Liéu phdp lam cé thiee sw dwge san xudt
& Hué vao thoi Nguyén khéng, hay dé la nhitng san pham ngoai nhdp? .

La ngudi dé tim nghién ctru phap lam tir nhidu nim qua, t6i may mén dugc
tiép can v6i ngudn phap lam rat phong phti dang duoc trung bay va bao quan trong
cac cung dién, lang tam, bao tang & Hué. Tuy nhién, do ngudn tu liéu thanh vin
viét vé phap lam rat it 61, nén nhitng nghién ctru ctia t6i cha yéu dwa vao viée khao
sat truc tiép cac ngudn hién vat phap lam, ma thiéu cac ngudn tu liéu thanh vin dé
kiém chung, bo tic. Vi thé, nhitng nhan dinh ciia t6i vé phap lam Hué trong cac bai
khao ctru di cong b trude day con nhidu khiém khuyét.

Trong khoang 15 nadm tr¢ lai day, nho céc chuyén di nghién ctou ¢ vat & mot
s6 nudce nhu Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, Pirc, Phap va Bi, t6i c6 dip tiép xtic voi nhidu
cb vat phdp lang | phdp lam do céc nude ndy ché tac trong cac thé ky XVI - XIX.
Pong thoi, toi cling duogc tiép can véi nhidu ngudn tu lidu viét vé loai hinh chat
lidu - cb vat dic biét nay. Vi thé, nhan thic cua toi v& phdp lang néi chung, phdp
lam thoi Nguyén & Hué néi riéng, di c6 nhiing thay d6i dang ké. Duéi day 1a nhing
thay doi trong nhan thirc ctia t6i vé phap lam thoi Nguyén.

1. Vé danh xung phdp lam

Nam 1997, trong bai “Nghé thuat phap lam Hué” in trén Théng tin Khoa
hoc va Cong nghé, toi c6 dé cap ¥ kién cta hoa si Pham Pang Tri, vén dugc nhiéu
ngudi (trong d6 co toi) tan dong, vé viéc vi sao nha Nguyén khong goi 1a phdp lang
nhu ngudi Trung Hoa ma goi 13 phdp lam. “Dé la vi chi lang ¥ c6 dm gan giong
véi chit Lan i trong tén chiia Nguyén Phiic Lan (1635 - 1648), nhat la phdt am
theo 16i Hué. Vi thé can phai doc trai di dé tranh pham hiy...” ®.

Nay, t6i xin kién giai danh xung nay v&i mot goc nhin khac, nhd vao nhiing
tu liéu mai thu thap:

®  Ngay 18/3/2003, S& V&n héa - Thong tin Thanh phé H& Chi Minh d& té chirc mét cudc toa dam khoa
hoc vé& danh xung phap lam. Sau d6, BTC cudc toa dam da kién nghi khéng nén diing danh xwng phép
lam ma thay bang cum tlr dé déng trang men dé dinh danh loai hinh chét liéu / cé vt dac biét nay.

@ TrAn D&c Anh Son (1997). “Nghé thuat phap lam Hué”. Théng tin Khoa hoc va Céng nghé. S 1, tr. 108.
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* Cubn Cdch ¢ yéu ludn #5555 do Tao Chiéu H3H bién soan vao doi
Minh, nim Hong Vii 21 (1388), cho biét: Nhitng d6 dung nhu lu tram, binh hoa,
hop, chén... c¢6 thai c6t bang dong, bén ngoai phii men nhiéu mau, thuong thiy
trong khué phong cua cac khué nir quyén qu}'/ ma ngudi doi sau goi 1a 46 Canh
Thai lam 5Z7EE, duong thoi goi 1a Quy quoc diéu B ZE hay phdt lang khdm
{#BE[S#%, du nhap vao Trung Hoa tir thé ky XIII theo v6 ngya vién chinh ciia quan
Moéng Nguyén. Do chiing c¢6 ngudn gde tir xtr Dai Thuc® nén ciing goi 1a Pai Thuc
dieu KREZE.

* Cudn Cdanh Pire Trdn dao luc S755EE$%, bién soan vao thé ky X VIIL trong
phan khao vé Co diéu (quyén 7), c6 viét vé Pai Thuc diéu, dai ¥ nhu sau: Pai Thiee
diéu 1a @6 ciia nude Pai Thuc, c¢6 cot thai lam bang dong, bén ngoai phu 16p men
mau thién thanh, ngii sic sang bong... Tuong ty dd phdt lang kham FEEL#ER, khong
16 ché tac vao thoi nao, ciing goi 1a Quy quéc diéu 732, dén thoi nha Thanh goi
14 46 phdt lam #5%%, 1ai do goi sai thanh phdp lang SR,

* Cudn C6 cung tang kim thudc thai phdp lang khi T = j& 4 B IR EEIRER0
do Tran Lé Hoa [K[[ZE bién soan, cho biét: phdp lang F:FE® con duoc goi l1a phdt
lang 5B, phdt lang #EEL, phdt lam K5O,

Duya vao phuong phap ché tao thai ct va k¥ thuat thé hién men mau, hoa tiét,
Tran Lé Hoa d3 phan chia ché pham phap lang Trung Hoa thanh bén loai:

- Khap ti phdp lang (34235583 phap lang 1am theo kiéu ngan chia 6 hoc):
Cach 1am 1a dung nhitng soi to dong manh va nho két thanh cac dang hoa tiét gan
1én cot bang dong, rdi trat ddy men phap lang nhiéu mau 1én phan trong va ngoai
céc 0 trang tri ay, dua vao 16 nung dbt nhiéu 1an, cho dén khi bén ngoai mén do phu
kin men phap lam vé&i do day thich hop, thi dem mai nhan, rdi ma vang cac duong
chi d6ng dé hoan chinh san pham (Hinh 1).

- Hoa phdp lang (H¥£¥E: phap lang lam theo kiéu v& trén nén men nhu céc
tac pham hoi hoa): Dung men phap lang mot mau quét truc tiép 1én ¢t kim loai,

®  Pai Thyc 1a tén ngudi Trung Qudc goi vung dat A Rap - Tay A vao thoi Téng - Nguyén. Vung dét nay
nay thu@c Iran va Afghanistan.

©  Nguyén van: Y EHEEERS (hwu ngoa phap lang: lai ndi sai thanh phap lang).

O BRENE (2002). WEEGEEIREEIRES . SEMHARL. JEE P EEIRAE TR A SRR, #rEREIERTAE
fIpTEeT. - o ’ -

®  Chir phap, co van phon thé viét [a £#, tan van gian thé viét la ;. Chir lang c¢6 van phon thé viét 1a #f,
tan van gian thé viét la T5. Han Viét tir dién cta Thiéu Chiru gidng phép lang (551 = BEIR) 1a: men, mot
thir nguyén liéu Iay & mé ra, gibng nhw pha 16, dun chdy ra dé ma dé cho dep va khdi ri.

©)  Chir phét, cb v&n phdn thé viét [a &, tan van gian thé viét 1a % . Han Viét ttr dién cta Thiéu Chlru gidng
chiv phat & = & 96m 10 nghia, trong dé cé m{)t nghta |a: phat tiét, phan bé ra ngoai. Chir lam cb van
phén thé viét 1a B, tan van gian thé viét 1a 1%, Han Viét ter dién cha Thiéu Chlru gidng chi lam % = i%
c6 4 nghia, trong do c6 mét nghta la: mau xanh lam. Phat lam 3585 = %% |a phat ra mau xanh lam.
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r0i can clr theo mau sic thiét ké cua hoa vin, dung men phap lang v& nén cac hoa
tiét, sau d6 dua vao 16 nung & nhiét do cao. San pham sau khi dwa ra khoi 10 duoc
mai bong dé hoan chinh. Trén thuc té nhiéu hoa tiét v& trén cot déng la nhan vat,
phong canh véi cac dién tich lich st... (Hinh 2).

- Tam thai phdp lang (ZZRGFEEE: phap lang ¢ cdt duge cham trd): Cach lam
cling gidng khdp ti phdp lang, chi khac ¢ chd hoa vin t6 diém bén ngoai, ciing
cot mon dd, duge khic 16m xudng khién dudng vién hoa van noi 1én. O phan 16m
xuéng duoc phi ¢y men phap lang, sau khi nung dbt, thi dem mai bong dé hoan
thién. Cac duong ndi trén dd tam thai phdp lang tuy tho thap nhung dat duoc su
trang trong ma mdc mac trong nghé thuat (Hinh 3).

- Théu minh phdp lang (EUHEEFR: phap lang ¢6 phu 16p men trong bén
ngoai): Thau minh phdp lang, con goi 1 Quang phdp lang | H:EE, 1a loai phap
lang c6 cbt 1am bang vang, bac hodc dong. Sau khi cham trd cac dd 4n trang tri 1én
cot thi trang 16p men phap lang nhiéu mau duédi 16p men phi trong sudt, rdi méi
dem nung. Do vy, thdu minh phdp lang con c6 tén goi khac 1 thiéu lam V&%
Loai phdp lang nay loi dung tinh chat cta 16p men thdu minh %88 hodc bdn thdu
minh ¥3%E0H dé biéu thi su bién doi ctia d6 4n hoa van do do sang toi, ddm nhat
ma c6 (Hinh 4).

Tran L& Hoa cho biét thém: Khdp ti phdp lang thoi Nguyén goi 1a Pai Thuc
diéu KEZE hay quy quoc kham S3[E#R, nguoi doi nay thudng goi 1a Canh Thai
lam 7=, Hoa phdp lang & Quang Chau goi 1a Duwong tir J£3. Tam thai
phdp lang con c6 tén goi khac 13 phdt lang kham BEERER, cach 1am ciing giéng
khdp ti phép lang, chi khac & chd khong dung cac soi chi dong dé tao hoa vin ma
nho ky thuat khic 16m (cham 16ng) 1én cdt ciia mon d6 dé lam ndi bat cac duong
nét hoa van. St sach Trung Qudc luu truyén rang ki nghé ché tac khdp ti phdp lang
ctiia Trung Hoa phat trién ruc r& vao doi Minh Canh Tong, nién hiéu Canh Thai
(1450 - 1456), nén do khdp ti phép lang ddi Minh Canh Tong duogc goi 1a 46 Canh
Thai lam, ling danh muodn doi.

Tuy nhién, theo Tran Lé Hoa, do Minh Canh Téng chi tai vi bay nam, trong
hoan canh dat nuéc Trung Hoa bi suy kiét tai luc, nén khong thé ché tao nhiéu dd
Cdnh Thdi lam dic sac nhu luu truyén. Thuc té, c6 nhiéu mén d6 phap lang hiéu
dé Canh Thai nién ché S-Z=E8, nhung 1a d6 phap lang cua thoi “mat Nguyén -
so Minh”, dugc chip va, stra d6i hiéu dé, roi gia cong nung lai ma thanh. Ciing c6

(10 Cubn Cé cung tang kim thudc thai phép lang khi &= < ERGFEFRER, do dwoc viét trong thoi hién dai,
nén Han tu trong sach nay hoan toan viét theo 16i gian thé. Vi du: phép lang viét 1a 333, thay vi BERE;
phét lam viét 1a %%, thay vi 8%, Dai Thuc diéu viét la K &% thay vi KE&2%; Quy quéc diéu viét 1a 5
[H%2, thay vi 52[E225; Canh Thai lam viét 1a S227%, thay vi S8
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mot s6 dd phéap lang ghi hiéu d& Canh Thdi nién ché nhung do ngudi doi sau, vi
mo danh Canh Thai, ma phdong ché va nguy tao hi¢u dé. Song c6 mdt thuc té 1a tir
doi Canh Thai vé sau, nguoi Trung Hoa goi tat ca nhitng mén db khdp ti phdp lang
la Canh Thai lam.

Tur nhiing tu li¢u trén, cé thé rut ra cac nhan xét sau:

- Ngudn gdc ctia cong nghé ché tac phap lang Trung Hoa xuat phat tir nudc
Dai Thuc & Tay Vuc, du nhap vao Trung Hoa tir thé ky XIII. Vi thé ten goi dau tién
ctia loai ché pham nay 1a Pgi T hwc diéu. Vi 1a san pham ctia ngoai qudc, nén nguoi
Trung Qudc goi chung 13 quy quéc diéu (dd xt quy)"?.

- Tur tén goi ban dau 1a Pai Thye diéu, hay quy quoc diéu, qua nhiéu thoi ky
lich sir khac nhau, nhimg d6 dong trang men nay dugc dit cho nhiéu tén goi khéac
nhau nhu: phdt lam, phdt lang, phat lang, phdp lang. Tén goi phdp lang 1 do tir
phat lam 16i trai ra, boi nguyén thuy nhimg moén d6 nay thudng dugc trang men
mau xanh lam.

- Ngay nay, phdp lang 13 tén goi chung cta tat ca cac ché pham c6 thai cot
lam béng d@)ng, duoc phu mdt hoac nhiéu 16p men mau, 161 dem nung ma thanh.
Tuy theo phuong phap ché tac thai cbt (dan chi déng hay cham trd truc tiép 1én
¢t d6ng) va phuong thirc trang men (pht men vao céc 6 triing hay truc tiép vé cac
hoa tiét trang tri bang men mau lén bé mat cot dong) ma nguoi ta phan dinh ché
pham phap lang thuéc mot trong bon loai: khdp ti phdp lang, hoa phdp lang, tam
thai phdp lang hay thau minh phdp lang. Riéng a6 khdp ti phdp lang, tir 461 Minh
Canh Tong tro di, thuong dugc goi 1a 46 Canh Thdi lam.

- Pbi chiéu cac nguén tu liéu trén vo1 st liéu cua nha Nguyén, thé hién qua
doan chép trong sach Pai Nam thuc luc: “Minh Mang nam thw 8 (1827)... dat
Tuong cuc phdp lam”"?, trong d6 cac chlt Phdp lam Tuong cuc dugc cac sur gia
thoi Nguyén ghi 1a BREEF /519, c6 thé nhan dinh nhu sau:

(M Ngwoi Trung Quéce tu xwng tén qudc gia minh 1a Trung Hoa th%E: trung tam tinh hoa). Ho goi cac lan
bang & phia nam 1a man (%: da man); & phia bac 1a dich (JX: ro’); & phia déng la di (35: moi); & phia tay
la nhung (3%: mai ro’); goi cac nwédc khac la quy quéc (52 x& ma quy); goi ngwdi Tay Au 1a bach quy
(F152).

(2 Québc St Quan triéu Nguyén (1965). Pai Nam thuc luc. (T phién dich Vién S hoc). Tap VIII. Nxb Khoa
hoc. Ha Néi, tr. 30.

(3 Trong bai Les tombeaux de Hué: Prince Kién Thai Vurong (Ldng mod & Hué: Hoang ttr Kién Thai vwong)
cta Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux dang trén B.A.V.H. (No. 1/1925), trong muc Emaux d’Annam (p.
34) viét v& nhirng trang tri bang phap lam & I&ng Kién Thai Vwong cé dé cap dén moét chi du cua tridu
dinh lién quan dén hoat déng ctia Phap lam Tuong cuc, ciing cung cap tw dang cla chir phdp lam
giébng nhw trong sach Pai Nam thuc luc. Xem: Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Bai da dan’.
B.A.V.H., No. 1, p. 32.
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+ TUr tén goi phdt lam (BEEE = %&1%), ¢6 lién quan dén mdu lam hién hitu trén
hién vat, nguoi Trung Qudc da noi trai thanh phdp lang GERS = ¥:F). Ty dang
chit phdp (5% = B£) va chir lang (B[ = Fi) trong tén goi phdp lang ndy déu cd bd
ngoc () phia trude, trong d6, lang (¥ = F) 1a mot loai ngoc¥. Khi san pham
nay du nhap vao Kinh d6 Hué dudi thoi Nguyén, chiing duoc goi 1a phdp lam (Fk
#). Chir lam nay duoc nha Nguyén ban thém bd ngoc E ¢ ding trude. Nhiéu
ngudi cho rang viéc nha Nguyén thay doi tén goi phdp lang thanh phdp lam nham
tranh tring 4m véi nhitng chit quoc hiy ciia Nguyén triéu®.

+ Theo toi, nha Nguyén d rat linh hoat khi sang tao danh xung phdp lam (Bk
#), dac biét 1a viéc thém bod ngoc E & trude chit lam (E£: mau xanh) dé tao thanh
chit lam (3: ngoc lam), khién danh xung phdp lam thoi Nguyén ¢ Hué vira tiép thu
gia tri “ton quy nhu ngoc” cua tén goi phdp lang; vira gitr duge mbi lién hé voi chir
lam BE trong tén goi phat lam 8% ¢d tlr xua.

2. T thdu minh phdp lang dén shipouyaki; tix hoa phdp lang dén phdp lam

Nhu da dé cap trén day, nguoi Trung Qudc phan biét nhimg ché pham lam
bang dong trang men mau, ma ho goi chung 1a phdp lang, thanh bdn dong: khdp
ti phdp lang; hoa phdp lang; tam thai phdp lang hay thau minh phdp lang. Tuy
nhién, Trung Qudc khong phai 1a quéc gia duy nhat san xuat phap lang. Cac nudc
Ba Tu, Nhat Ban, Anh, Phép... déu san xuat “phap lang” va goi nhiing ché pham
ay bang nhitng cai tén khac nhau: shipouyaki®'®, émaux cloisonné"?, émail peint
sur cuivre™, painted enamels"? ...

Shipouyaki % {2 13 loai hinh phap lang do Nhat Ban san xuat. Tt thoi mat
Minh (thé ky XVII), dd khdp ti phdp lang va &6 thdu minh phdp lang cta Trung
Quéc du nhip vao Nhat Ban va nguoi Nhat nhanh chong nam bt k§ nghé ché tac
hai dong phdp lang nay. Tuy nhién, do thién khiéu m¥ thuat riéng biét, nguodi Nhat
chi chuyén tAm san xuit thau minh phdp lang va dung danh xung shipouyaki dé goi
tén nhitng ché pham nay. Shipouyaki 1a 4m Han - Hoa cta ba chir 1522 (4m Han
- Viét 1a thdt biru thiéu), nghia 1a “bay thir quy thiéu dot ma thanh”. Danh xung
nay chung to ngudi1 Nhat coi phdp lang do ho 1am ra nhu nhitng bau vat tran quy.

(4 Han Viét tir dién cha Thiéu Chru gidng chiv lang (B = ¥2) nhw sau: lang can X35 ngoc lang can; 1am
lang $HfH: tiéng ngoc.

(%) Trong bai Quanh céc phéap lam Hué, suy nghi vé mau séc, Pham Dang Tri cho réng do ky am Lan (i)
trong tén ctia chiia Nguyén Phuc Lan, con Tran Dinh Son trong bai Ngam phép lang Béc Kinh, nhé vé
phép lam Hué, cho 1a do ky am Lan fi trong tén ctia ba Téng Thj Lan, chinh cung cla vua Gia Long.

(16 Ly Tan Théi (2003). “N6i thém vé& dd Canh Thai lam, Phap lam, Phap lang”. Tap chi Xwa Nay. Sé 146.
Thang 8.

(7 Musée de I'Union Centrale des Arts Decoratifs (1998). Cloisonnés de chinois - Guide des collections de
Musée des Arts Decoratifs. Paris.

(18 Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Les tombeaux de Hué: Prince Kién Thai Vwong”. B.A.V.H. No. 1.

(19 Jessica Rowson (2005). The British Museum Book of Chinese Art. British Museum.
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Tuy tiép thu cong nghé ché tac phdp lang tir Trung Hoa, nhung d6 shipouyaki
cua nguoi Nhat dat dén muc thuong thura vé my thuat lan ky thuat. biéu tha vi
1a nhitng mén shipouyaki do ngudi Nhat san xuat theo cong nghé phong ché cua
Trung Hoa lai dugc xuat khau tro lai vao Trung Qudc va rat duge ngudi Hoa ua
chudng. Triéu Nhir Tran, mot nha nghién ctru my thuat nguoi Trung Hoa, tac gia
cubn Trung Quoc cé ngoan dai quan FF FHT A da thira nhan: “Po phdp lang
(ctia Trung Hoa - T.D.A.S.), khdng sang trong ong muot nhw doé shipouyaki... Sdc
dé phdp lang sang r&, nhung khéng thau minh. Sac dé shipouyaki nho thau quang
dudi 16p pha 1é trong sudt nén sang trong Iéng lanh miegt ma”.?® Ly do cua su
khac biét nay 1a do k¥ thuat ché tac: phdp lang Trung Qudc dung chét pha 18 tan
thanh bot rdi tron véi cac chat phat mau c6 goc kim loai pha vé6i chat dau thanh
mot thir hd nhio, phét 1én bé mit thai ¢t kham chi dong rdi dem nung. Trong khi
d6, ngudi Nhat ludn trang 16t mot 16p oxide chi hodc oxide thuy ngan 1én ¢t dé
chéng ri sét, trude khi dung mau tao hoa tiét, roi moi dem nung. Nho vdy ma do
shipouyaki cia Nhat Ban luon bong muot, 1ong 1y.

Trong khi ngudi Trung Hoa thich tao ra nhitng san pham phdp lang c6 kich
thudce 16m nhu lu, dinh, vac, bon... dé tang su uy nghi, thi nguoi Nhat lai thich tao
ra nhitng mén shipouyaki nhd nhin va xinh xan nhu binh, lo, hil... dung cho nhu
ciu trang tri, bay bién trong noi that (Hinh 5, 6, 7), dic biét 1a cac kiéu mai binh v&
hoa diéu va muéng thu (Hinh 8, 9, 10).

Néu ngudi Nhat lua chon ki nghé ché tac dd thau minh phdp lang va phat
trién thanh k¥ nghé ché tac d6 shipouyaki thi cac vua triéu Nguyén & Hué da tiép thu
ky nghé ché tac hoa phap lang d¢ phat trién thanh k§ nghé ché tac Phap lam Hue.

K§ nghé ché tac hoa phdp lang khéi nguyén tir ving Limoges (Phap) va
ving Battersea (Anh) tir thé ky XV. Hai noi ndy di phat minh ra k¥ thuét dung bt
16ng dé v& cac hoa tiét bang men mau 1én nén cbt déng da duoc xu 1y bang mot
16p men 16t, rdi dem nung, tao ra mot loai san pham ma ngudi Phap goi 1a émail
peint sur cuivre hay ngudi Anh goi 13 painted enamels. Ky thuat nay vé sau dugc
cac nudc Tay Au khac nhu Ptrc, Ha Lan, Y, tham chi sang tan Trung Can Pong...
bét chudce, nén ngoai dong d6 émail peint sur cuivre limg danh ctia ving Limoges
(Phap) (Hinh 11, 12, 13) va dong dd painted enamels ndi tiéng ciia x(r Battersea
(Anh) (Hinh 14) con c6 cac dong painted enamels khac cua Ha Lan (Hinh 15), Buc
(Hinh 16, 17, 18), Ba Tu (Hinh 19, 20, 21a, 21b, 21c¢)...

Vao cubi thé ky XVII, cac tu si dong Tén trong hanh trinh truyén gido &
phuong Pong da du nhap k§ nghé ché tac 46 painted enamels vao Trung Hoa

@9 Chan thanh cam on dich gia Ly Than (& Chg M&i, An Giang) da gl cho t6i ban dich doan van (dwoc
trich dan trén day) trong cuén Trung Quéc ¢é ngoan dai quan &t 51 A,
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qua ctra ngd Quang Pong. Nguoi Trung Hoa nhanh chong tiép thu k§ nghé ché
tac painted enamels cua Tay phuong va goi nhitng ché phdm do ho lam ra theo
phong cach nay 13 hoa phdp lang hay Dwrong tir 33, nghia 13 “do trang men T dy
Duong”. Ky nghé ché tac hoa phdp lang cling dung mot 16p men lot trang 1én nén
thai c6t, vé thém cac hoa tiét trang tri bang men ngil sac 1én trén nén men 16t, roi
dem nung ma thanh san pham. Cét cta cac mon dd painted enamels / émail / hoa
phdp lang / Duong tir niy thudng lam bang dong do, nhung ciing c6 nhitng mén do
c6 thai c6t 1am bang vang, bac va dong thau. Trén cbt ndy ngudi ta v& men nhiéu
mau bang mot thir men gbc silic. Phong cach trang tri gidng phong cach trang tri
ctia loai d6 st Trung Hoa v& men nhiéu mau trén 16p men phu (overglaze) duong
thoi. Pd hoa phdp lang danh cho vua chiia nha Thanh duge ché tic trong xudng
ché tao d6 dung cho hoang gia do vua Khang Hy thiét lap trong hoang cung, trong
khi, nhitng moén d6 hoa phdp lang dan dung dugc san xuit tai cic ving T6 Chau,
Duong Chau va Quang Pong®V,

Dic biét, tir nira sau thé ky XVIII, Quang Dong tro thanh mot dia danh noi
tiéng trong viéc san xuat do hoa phap lang dé xuat khau sang cac nudc phuong
Tay. D6 1a nhitng mén do c6 ¢t bang dong do, dugc trang tri cac motif Trung Hoa
nhu: hoa 14, tréi cdy, canh vat va nhan vat. Vé sau, ngudi ta da ap dung k¥ thuat
danh bong va phdi canh cia phuong Tay, voi cac canh vat va nhan vat phuong
Tay, ché tac phong theo cac vat dung ctia phuong Tay dé phu hop véi thi hiéu cua
nguoi phuong Tay. Cling tir ddy da khai sinh thuat ngtt Canton enamels (phap lang
Quang Bong)(”) do nguoi phuong Tay dung dé goi tén cac moén hoa phdp lang
danh cho xuat khau nay.

Tt Quang Pong, nhitng moén dd duoc ché tac theo k§ nghé hoa phdp lang da
theo chan cac tau buén Trung Hoa di khép noi, theo do, da du nhap vao Viét Nam.
Tuy chua tim duogc nguén tu liéu cu thé nao chirng minh viéc cac thuyén budn
Trung Hoa dem phép lang vao ban & cac cang Thanh Ha - Bao Vinh (Hué) hay Hoi
An (Quang Nam), nhung su hién dién cua rat nhiéu mon Canh Thdi lam va hoa
phap lang mang cac nién hi¢u Tuyén Duc (1425 - 1434), Khang Hy (1661 - 1722),
Can Long (1735 - 1795)... trong cac gia dinh quy tdc va thwong nhan ¢ nhirng khu
vuc nay cho thdy phap lang Trung Quéc di ¢6 mit & Hué (va Hoi An) trude khi vua
Gia Long (1802 - 1820) lap ra triéu Nguyén. Ngudi ta mua phép lam vé 1am d6 tho
tu hodc dé bay bién ¢ phong khach. Sang dau thoi Nguyén, quan lai c6 dip sang
Thanh cong can ciing tim mua phép lang Trung Hoa vé trung bay noi thu phong.

Bay gid & Hué c6 ong Vii Vin Mai, thiy nhu ciu dung d6 phap lang trong gidi
quy toc va dan ching xtr Hué tré nén thoi thuong, bén sang Quang Bong hoc nghe

@ Jessica Rowson (2005). The British Museum Book of Chinese Art. British Museum, pp. 188-191.
@2 Jessica Rowson (2005). The British Museum Book of Chinese Art. British Museum, p. 191.
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1am phap lang. Vé nuéc, Vil Van Mai tiu trinh 1én vua va dugc giao cho lap xudng
ché tac phap lang cho tridu dinh. Sach Pai Nam thiee luc ciia Qudc Sir Quan triéu
Nguyén cho hay: “Minh Mang nam thir 8... (1827) dat Tuwong cuc phdp lam. Bon
Vi Van Mai, tho vé o Noi Tao, hoc dwoc nghé lam do phap lam. Ben sai dat cuc d'y,
han cho 15 nguoi, thiéu thi mé ma sung vao”®. Hué c6 16 ché tac phap lam tir do.

K§ nghé 1am phap lam vao thoi Nguyén tiép thu truc tiép tir ki nghé ché tac
hoa phdp lang cia ving Quang Pong, chir khong theo ki nghé ché tac khdp ti phdp
lang & Bic Kinh. Quang Pong 14 cira ngd du nhap cong nghé ché tac hoa phdp lang
tir Au chau vao Trung Hoa. So véi Bic Kinh, Quang Pong gan véi Viét Nam hon.

Mit khéc, vao dau thoi Nguyén, vua Gia Long da tl‘rng moi nhitng nguoi
tho lam gach ngoi gioi & Quang Pong dén Hué dé glup triéu dinh mé mot xudng
san xuat cac loai gach ng01 trang men nhiéu mau sic & Long Tho (ngoal 0 Kinh
Thanh), phuc vu cho nhu cau kién thiét va trang tri cac cung dién cia triéu dinh®.
Vi thé, gitra Quang DPong va Viét Nam lac bay gid di c6 mot mdi quan hé nhat
dinh, cho nén viéc Vii Vin Mai va nhitng mén dé cua ong da hoc ki nghé ché tac
hoa phdp lang & Quang Pong ma khong 13n 16i 1én tan Bac Kinh dé tiép thu ky
nghé ché tac khdp ti phdp lang 13 hop 1y.

3. Cic loai hinh phap lam thoi Nguyén & Hué

Duya vao ngudn sir lidu ciia triéu Nguyén va cac bai khdo ciru cta cac hoc
gia ngudi Phap trén B.4.V.H, két hop nghién ciru nguén c6 vat phap lam hién hitu
trong cac cung dién va bao tang & Hué, c6 thé nhan thay rang: thoi diém khai sinh
k¥ nghé ché tac phap lam & Viét Nam 14 nam 1827; phat trién va hung thinh dudi
céc triéu vua Minh Mang (1820 - 1841), Thi¢u Tri (1841 - 1847) va Tu Puc (1848
- 1883); sa sut tur sau thoi ky “tir nguyét tam vuong” (1883 - 1885) va du dugc phuc
hoi, chinh d6n dudi tridu Dong Khanh (1885 - 1889) song khong thé phuc hung,
ma roi vao suy thoai roi that truyén.

Theo nhiéu ngudn tu liéu, tridu Nguyén t6 chtc ché tic phap lam & ba dia
diém: Phdp lam Twong cuc dit & bén trong Thanh Noi (Hué), Ai Tt (Quang Tri)
va bong Hé1 (Quang Binh)©@,

@) Qubc S Quan triéu Nguyén (1965). Sdd. tr, 330.

@) Nhém thg' gém Quang Déng nay gdm 4 ngudi, do Ha Dat dan diu, dén Long Tho vao ndm 1810. Ho
da hwéng dan doi ng linh tho cla triéu Nguyé&n dang lam viéc tai 16 Long Tho cac ki thuat: xay 16, khai
thac nguyén liéu, pha ché men, tao hinh va nung chin san pham. Sau khi hoan thanh céng viéc, ho tré
vé nwéc véi nhiéu an thuwdng cla triéu dinh. Xem: Qudc St Quan tridu Nguyén (1964). Bai Nam thuc
luc. (T6 phién dich Vién St hoc). Tap IV. Nxb Khoa hoc. Ha Néi, tr. 11.

5 Bai Les tombeaux de Hué: Prince Kién Théai Virong (Ldng mo & Hué: Hoang tt Kién Thai Vwong) cla
Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux déng trén B.A.V.H. (No. 1/1925, p. 32), c6 cong bd mot t& s dé nién
hiéu Minh Mang n&m thir 18 ctia mét vién thd kho & V& Khd (co quan chd quan nhing 10, xwéng, kho
ctia nha Nguyén tai Hué). Van kién nay dé nghi can nhirng 10, ndi, vai bang dat nung do ghe ché téi dé
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Thoi gian ton tai va hoat dong cua cac xuong ché tac phap lam cua triéu
Nguyén, tir lac khai sinh dén khi thoai trao va chdm dirt hoan toan chi hon 60 nam.
Vay nhung, di san phap lam triéu Nguyén hién hitu tai cac cung dién, ling tam &
C6 d6 Hué va trong cac bao tang, cac suu tip cd vt tu nhan ¢ trong va ngoai nudc
thi kha dd so: vira phong phua vé sé luong, vira da dang vé loai hinh va kiéu thuc,
khién ngudi doi sau phai than phuc.

Tuy vao vi tri hién hiru, kiéu dang tao hinh va chtrc nang st dung, co thé phan
chia phdp lam do triéu Nguyén ché tac thanh hai loai:

3.1. Phdp lam trang tri trén cdc cong trinh kién triic

b6 1a nhiing mang / khoi phap lam duogc sir dung nhu mot loai vat li¢u dé tao
hinh thanh nhitng d6 an trang tri ngoai tro1i, gan trén cac cong trinh kién truc trong
quan thé di tich kién tric thoi Nguyén ¢ Hué, gom:

- Cé4c thién hd biéu tuong thai cuc, mat troi, mat trang, cac dao Iua... ga"m
& chinh gitta bo noc cac kién trac trong yéu trong Dai Noi va ling tim cac vua
Nguyén nhu: Ngo Mon (Hinh 22), Nhat Tinh Mon, Nguyét Anh Mon, Hién Lam
Céc, Sung An Pién (Hinh 23), Biéu buc Pién (Hinh 24), Ngung Hy Di¢n, Minh
Lau; trén hai nghi mén & hai dau cau Trung Pao trong Dai Noi va trén nhitng nghi
mon phia trudc md vua Minh Mang (Hinh 25) va md vua Thi¢u Tri.

- Céc dd 4n rong, giao, chim phuong, may ngii sic... gin ¢ hai ddu bo néc va
O cac bo quyét cua cung dién, lau gac, bi dinh... tao thanh mot dang “dau dao” day
mau sic (Hinh 26, 27, 28), ting thém phan 1dng 13y cho c4c cong trinh kién tric.

- Cac mang trang tri phang v& phong canh, dong thuc vat, tir quy, bat biru...
xen k& véi cac 6 tho chit Han theo kiéu thiic trang tri “nhat thi, nhat hoa”, tao thanh
cac dai c6 diém bao quanh cac 14 mai va dau hoi cac cung dién, lau ta trong hoang
cung va noi lang tam (Hinh 29, 30, 31, 32). Kiéu thirc trang tri phing nay ciing xuét
hién trén cac nghi mén ¢ hai dau cac cau: Trung Pao (Pai N§i), Thong Minh Chinh
Tryc (Iang Minh Mang) (Hinh 33), Chanh Trung (lang Thié¢u Tri)...

- Nhing btic tranh treo tudng lam bang phap lam nguyén tam, hoac do nhiéu
manh phap lam ghép lai ma thanh. Dién hinh 13 hai birc tranh lién hoan treo trong
noi that Biéu Pirc Pién, gdm hai buc tranh v& hoa diéu bang phap lam, bon birc
tranh guong vé tinh vat theo 16i phan hoa va ba birc bang gd son then, thép vang c6
cac bai Han van kham bang dc xa ctr, hop thanh. Trong loai hinh ndy con ¢ nhitng
burc hoanh, hay céc cip d6i, 1ién c6 cham noi chit Han & giita, xung quanh trang

biét trong lwong tirng cai trwéc khi nhap kho va truée khi phan phédi cho cac xwéng ché tao db sanh,
pha I& va phap lam. Van kién nay ciing cho biét rdng ngoai xuwéng ché tac phap lam & Hué, tridu dinh
nha Nguyén con mé xuwdng phap lam tai Ai T (Quang Tri) va Bdng Héi (Quang Binh).
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tri ctc day, doi ngdm tua hodc doi ngdm kim tién. D6i khi, nhitng btrc hoanh nay
con duoc gan 18n cac nghi mén phia trude cac cung dién va ling tim cua cac vua
Nguyén, tré thianh nhing bién ngach ghi tén cong trinh hodc ghi nhing 15i gido
huén rat tir kinh sach ctia Nho gido. Chang han, cc bién ngach dé cac cau: Chinh
dai quang minh 1FK5¢HH; Chinh triue dang binh 1F B 5V, Cao minh du ciru =
BHA& X @9 Trung hoa vi duc "FIfi1 & gan trén cac nghi mon & phia trude Thai
Hoa Dién, hay hai bién ngach dé cau Chinh dai quang minh TE K¢ (Hinh 33)
va Thong minh chinh tryc 39 EE " & trude md vua Minh Mang .

Ngoai ra, cic nghé nhan thdi Nguyén con ché tic phap lam thanh nhing chi
Han riéng biét roi gin 1én nghi mon & trude khu vyuc dién thd vua Thiéu Tri. Nghi
mon nay lam b:;ing da thanh, toa lac phia trude khu vuc dién tho, chinh gitra nghi
mon co bién ngach 1am bang phién da thanh, c6 gin bdn chit Han Minh dikc vién hi
B/ 42, hai tru hai bén c6 gin d6i cau dbi, cling 1am bang phap lam, hop thanh
tr nhitng chir Han riéng biét. Nhitng chit Han nay thuong dugc phi men mau vang
hodc mau xanh lam, trong khi nhitng chit Han c6 trén nhitng birc hoanh phi hay
bién ngach lam bang mot tAm phap lam nguyén manh thi thuong dugc pht men
mau den.

Céac d0 an trang tri bang phap lam trén cac cong trinh kién trac thuong hop
thanh tir nhitng mang / khéi phap lam c¢6 kich thuéc nho hon, duoc lién két véi
nhau bang cac khung sit hay céc soi diy dong, tao thanh nhirng dd 4n trang tri theo
nhimg chu dé nhat dinh. Mau sic cua phap lam trang tri ngoai that thudng rat ruc
r0, voi cac gam mau: do, héng, vang chanh, xanh lam... khién cho céc cong trinh
kién trac vn uy nghi, trAm mic, duoc thém phén tuoi sang, sinh dong.

Viéce bd tri cac mang / khdi phap lam trang tri trén cac cong trinh kién trac tiy
vao tam voc, quy mo va chirc ning cia cac cong trinh kién trac do, cling nhu tiy
thudc hinh dang va kiéu thirc trang tri thé hién trén nhiing mang / khbi phap lam
d6. Chang han, chi trén bo ndc cac cung dién chinh méi gin cac dd an phap lam
hinh réng, phung, mat troi, hat chau, bau thai cuc; con trén cac cung di¢n nho hoac
trén cac nghi mon thi chi 1 nhitng manh phap lam hinh ddm may ngii sac hay cac
con giao cach diéu. Tuong tu, chi c6 dai ¢ diém & cac ngoi dién 16n hodc & mat
tién cac cong trinh kién tric quan trong méi gan cac mang / khéi phap lam trang tri

9 Nguyén thdy, bién ngach & mat ngoai nghi mén phia bac cau Trung Dao ghi cau Cao minh du ciu T
B/ Doi tridu Khai Dinh (1916 - 1925), tridu dinh cho ddi cau nay thanh Cuw nhén do nghia &~
#:. Trong dot trung tu nghi mén nay vao nam 2006, Trung tam BTDT C6 d6 Hué da phuc nguyén bang
cau Cao minh du ctru.

@) Bién ngach d& cau ;@M IEE (Théng minh chinh trwc) gén trén mét nghi mén & phia trwéc mé vua Minh
Mang d& bi hw hdng nang va roi mét. Xem: Hoang Thi Hwong (2005). Phép lam thoi Nguyén & Quén
thé Di tich Cé d6 Hué. Luan van Thac si Lich st. Trwdng Dai hoc Khoa hoc Hué, tr. 35
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dé tai bat buru, t quy..., con nhirng vi tri khac it quan trong hon thudng chi trang
tri cac dé tai binh di nhu hoa 14, chim mudng (Hinh 34).

3.2. Phdp lam la d6 gia dung, dé té tw va do trang tri nji thit

Day 1a loai hinh phap lam dugc bao quan nhiéu nhat tai Bao tang Co vat
Cung dinh Hué. Loai hinh phap lam nay rat da dang va phong phti vé ca dang kiéu
1an dé tai trang tri. C6 thé xép chiing vao bon nhém nho:

- Nhom thtr nhat 1a nhung Vat dung hang ngay, nhu: to, bat, chén, dia, khay,
dd ubng tra, hop dung cau trau, 6ng nhd... (Hinh 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43,
44,45, 46).

- Nhom thir hai 1a nhitng moén db té tu, nhu: qua bong, binh dang ruou cung,
coi tho, tim dung nudc cung, dinh huong, 1o hoa tho, chan dén... (Hinh 47, 48, 49a,
49b, 50, 51, 52a, 52b, 53, 54, 55, 59).

- Nhom thir ba 1a nhimg vt dung dé trang tri trong ndi that cac cung dién,
t6n miéu nhu: chée 16n, dia treo tuong, chau chung canh vang 14 ngoc, doc binh...
(Hinh 60, 61). Ngoai ra, trong nhdm nay con c6 nhirng hién vat phap lam la nhirng
cdp ddo tién, qua lyu, qua phat thi lam bang k¥ thuat go noi trén mot mat phang,
dung dé trang tri trén tuong nha, hodc dé gin trén dau cac doi cau déi treo trong
cac cung dién, lang tam.

- Nhom thir tu 13 nhitng mén do phuc vu cho nhu ciu giai tri, thim my, nhu:
dau ho, hop dung phén, hop dung nir trang... (Hinh 57, 58) .

Dé tai trang tri trén loai hinh phap lam nay rat da dang, véi cac do 4n hoa 14,
trién chi, tr linh, bat biru, son thily, nhan vat... Mau sic dung trong loai hinh nay
rat phong phu, hoi du tit ca cac loai mau tir don sic dén hoa sic va co sy phan biét
trong cach str dung mau sic giita cac nhém phap lam trong loai hinh nay: ddi véi
cac mon do té tu thi cac mau: do, vang chanh, tréng, xanh dam thuong dugc su
dung; ddi véi nhom dd gia dung thi cac mau lam, héng tia, xanh luc, nau nhat...
thudng dugc thé hién. Ngoai ra, con ¢ nhirng hién vat khong duoc phii men phap
lam toan b9, ma c6 nhitng khoang dé tréng, 16 16 bt déng 0 bén trong, hodc dugc
gin thém cac chi tiét trang tri phu 1am bang chit liéu khac nhu ngoc, d4 mi nio,
thuy tinh mau (Hinh 58).

Loai hinh phap lam nay chii yéu dugc ché tac dudi ba triéu vua Minh Mang,
Thiéu Tri va Ty Pirc, nhung nhimg san pham phap lam dugc danh gia cao nhat vé
tham my va ky thuat 1a phap lam cua triéu Thiéu Tri. Vua Thiéu Tri chi trj vi bay
niam (1841 - 1847), song triéu dai ctia ong lai ndi tiéng vé nhitng san pham do su
ky kiéu va d6 phap lam tuyét hao. Nhirng nét trang tri trén phap lam triéu Thiéu
Tri rat sic séo, mau khong bi nhoe va tao dugc mot cam giac hai hoa, séng dong.
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Trong khi d6 phap lam triéu Minh Mang va triéu Ty Dtec lai tho va nudc men thi
it min mang hon.

Dic biét, phap lam triéu Minh Mang, ngoai dong men ngii sic con c6 dong
men xanh tring, c6 kiéu dang va phong cach trang tri gidng y dd st ky kiéu thoi
Nguyén, nhu bd tim chan cao, bd coi thd (thude swu tap cua Bao tang C6 vat Cung
dinh Hué, Hinh 47, 55), hay bo t6 vé long van cua nha suu tam Tran Dinh Nam &
Hung Yén (Hinh 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46)... 12 nhitng moén d6 dic biét quy hiém, vi
dong do phap lam xanh trang chi duoc ché tac dudi triéu Minh Mang.

Ngoai cac dd an trang tri phd bién nhu ttr linh, hoa diéu... phap lam triéu
Minh Mang con c6 nhitng mén do trang cac dé tai phong canh son thuy, nhan vat,
trong d6 hinh nguoi an van trang phuc theo 161 chau Au (Hinh 43a, 43b).

4. C6 mét dong phdp lam ky kiéu théi Nguyén

Khi nghién ctru va thudng ngoan phap lam Hué, c6 mét dicu khién nhiéu
nguoi ban khoan - do 1a chét luong k¥ thuat va trinh d6 my thuat thé hién trén cac
san pham phéap lam Hué rit khac nhau, nhat 13 khi so sanh cac san phdm phap lam
1a nhitng d6 4n hinh rong, may, nhat nguyét, dao lira. .. trang tri trén cac dau dao, cb
diém, bo néc... cac cung dién & Hué v6i cic mon san pham thudc loai hinh phdp
lam trang tri néi that, hay v6i cac mon phap lam thudc loai hinh dé gia dung va
do teé tu.

Dic biét, c6 nhitmg nhom phap lam c6 cung chirc ning, cuing nién dai san xuat
va cung dé tai trang tri, nhung rat khac biét vé chat luong men, chét liéu lam thai
cot, k¥ thuat va trinh do tao hinh, dién hinh 12 khi so sanh cac mén phap lam 1a d6
té tu ¢6 hiéu dé Minh Mang nién ché FHe 8 voi cac mén c6 hidu dé Minh Mang
nién tao WA, Vi Iy do nay ma hai hoc gia nguoi Phap 1a Gaide va Henry
Peyssonneaux, trong bai viét Les tombeaux de Hué: Prince Kién Thdi Viong in
trén B.A.V.H. vao nam 1925, da phan biét thuat ngtr émaux d’Annam (phap lam
Annam) v6i thuat nglt émaux faits pour I’Annam (phap lam lam cho Annam)®® khi
viét vé cac mon phap lam trang tri trong ling Kién Thai Vuong.

Sau nhiéu nim nghién ctru phap lam Hué, dic biét, sau khi truc tiép khao ctru
nhirng mén phap lang Quang Pong dang trung bay va bao quan & mot sb bao tang
chau Au nhu Bao tang Nghé thuat Pong A ¢ Berlin (Puc), Bao tang Dan toc hoc
Berlin (Ptic), Bao tang Dan tdc hoc Muenchen (DPuc), Bao tang My thuat Rennes
(Phap)... va so sanh v6i cac mén phéap lam cua triéu Nguyén dang bao quan tai Bao
tang Co vat Cung dinh Hué, t6i manh dan két luan réng: song song vai viéc ché tac
phap lam trong cic quan xwéng & Hué, Ai Tir va Pong Héi, triéu Nguyén con

@8  Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Bai da dan”, p. 32.
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diit 1am cac mén phap lam ¢ Quang Péong, rdi cho khic nién hiéu cac vua nha
Nguyén Ién trén mon do dat lam nay, khién ngwoi doi sau lam twéng cac mén
phap lam nay sdn xuat & Hue. Thuc ra, dé 1a nhitng mén phdp lam ky kiéu.

S& di c6 chuyén nay la vi nhitng 1y do sau:

- Mic du Phdp lam Twong cuc duge thanh 1ap vao nim 1827, nhung do budi
dau, viéc tiép thu va thuc hanh k¥ nghé ché tac phap lam cta nhiing linh tho trong
Phdp lam Twong cuc chua duoc thanh thuc, hoan hao, nhan luc lai dang thiéu hut,
trong khi nhu cau bay bién, trang tri, kién thiét cic cung dién, miéu vil... dudi triéu
Minh Mang rat 16n, nén cting v&i viée san xuat phap lam & trong nudc, triéu Nguyén
con cr ngudi sang Quang Pong dit 1am nhitng mén phéap lam cao cap, c6 ki thuat
nung ché hoan hao va hinh thirc trang tri sic sao, dé phuc vu nhitng nhu ciu trong
yéu trong Hoang cung Hué. Nhimg mon phdp lam ky kiéu nay c6 chat luong ki thuat
va my thuat hoan hao, vugt tri so véi nhitng mon phap lam ché tao trong nudc.

- Sau mot thoi gian hoat dong, voi su chi dan cia cac chuyén gia ngudi
Quang Pong, cac xudng ché tac phap lam cia triéu Nguyén vao cac doi vua Thiéu
Tri, Ty Dlrc di du strc 1am ra nhitng san pham tinh x4o, c6 thé dap tng nhu cau
ctia triéu dinh va hoang gia. Tuy nhién, sau khi thyc dan Phap xam luoc Viét Nam,
dat nude 1am vao tinh thé kho khan, triéu dinh réi ren, nén viéc diéu hanh cac hoat
dong san xuat trong nudc bi ngung tré; nhiéu quan xudng bi dong ctra; cic chuyén
gia Quang Pong di vé nudc, ki nghé ché tac phap lam theo d6 ma sa sat han.

- Sau khi vua Ddng Khanh 1én ngbi (1885), tridu dinh da tim cach phuc hdi
k§ nghé ché tac phap lam, nhung do bi dinh tré lau ngay, tho thuyén xiéu tan, tinh
hinh tai chinh eo hep, nén du rat cb gang nhung k§ nghé ché tac phap lam cua triéu
Nguyén van tiép tuc sa sut. Trong khi d6, nhu cau phai tai thiét, bai tri cac cung
dién trong hoang cung va ling tim cac vua, dd bi cudp boc va tan pha nghiém
trong sau su kién “Kinh d6 That thu” (5/7/1885), khién triéu dinh Pong Khanh
phai mot 1an nita cho ngudi sang Quang Pong “ky kiéu” phap lam, dé dap tng nhu
cdu cua triéu dinh. Sy hién dién ctia rat nhidu chau phap lam cyc ky tinh xao, dung
dé trung bay “canh vang 1a ngoc” do triéu Pong Khanh phuc ché (canh 1am bang
0 thép vang, 14 lam bang thiy tinh mau, dé bu vao s6 canh vang 14 ngoc that da bi
Phép cudp), trong cac cung dién, ling tim & Hué 1a nhitg minh chimg.

Duéi day la nhirng minh chirng cho nhan dinh trén:

- Vé twr liéu: Bai khao ciru ciia Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux da dan trén day,
& muc 2: Emaillerie (D0 trang men), cac tac gia da phan biét hai thuat ngit: “Emaux
d’Annam” (Phap lam Annam) va “Emaux faits pour I’Annam” (Phap lam lam cho
Annam) dé chi hai loai phap lam khéc nhau: “mét loai gom nhitng mau thé, lén va
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loai kia la nhitng mau it thé kéch hon”.® Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux khang
dinh: “Tdt ca nhitng mdu phdp lam thé 16m trang tri trén cdc bo néc, cdc con rong,
cdc cii giao néc, ciing nhw cdc tam phdp lam phang trang tri trén cac phwong mon
cua Hoang cung, chdc chdn dwoe ché tao tai dia phuong... Trong liic do, néu cdc
cdy but chuyén vé nghe thudt Annam, néu cdc du khdch tth'ng goi lai hinh anh xu
Hué trong cdc tap héi vk ciia ho va thu’ong néi dén nhu"ng do my nghé ma ho da
@dp & xit nay, déu cé néi dén “phdp lam Hué” trong tdc pham cia ho, thi khéng c6
diéu gi c6 thé cho phép khcfng dinh chdc chdn rc%ng nhitng dé phdp lam dwoc ménh
danh la ‘phdp lam Hué’ dy thuwc s la ciia Hué” .t

Du trung ra nhitng bang chimg thu thap dugc “vé viéc 16 chike va thiét ldp cdc
Twong cuc, Vo Kho, nhitng chi du cua nha vua, dac biét la cua vua Minh Mang, co
dé cdp dén nhitng hang linh tho ché men lam viéc trong cac Tuwong cuc®, dén hiéu
qud cong viée, dén cach thire xép dit trong cdc Twong cuc d6”? dé khang dinh
viéc triéu dinh Hué t6 chirc san xuat phap lam tai Hué 1a diéu hoan toan co that,
thi Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux ciing thira nhan rang: “Nhu vira dé cdp, phdi
xem nhitng mau do phdp lam dwoc ché tao tinh xdo nhw la nhitng dé do triéu dinh
Annam ky kiéu ¢ Trung Quoc mang vé... Viéc dat mua nhitng do trang men phdp
lam, kiéu nhie cdc do trang diém lang m¢ Kién Thdi Vieong, ciing nhw do dang liru
giir & Néi Phii, hién van con dwoc triéu dinh Hué dét lam ¢ Quang Pong, nho su
trung gian méi giGi cia cdc thuwong gia ngwoi Hoa ¢ Hué®.

- Vé hién vdt: Bai viét ciia Gaide va Henry Peyssonneaux cong b6 nam 1925,
dwa vao két qua khao sat khu lang mo Kién Thai Vuong, do vua Pong Khanh cho
xay dung trong cac nim 1886 - 1888, cho thdy ngoai nhirng mén d6 phap lam lam
& Hué, vua Pong Khanh di dat lam phap lam ¢ Quang Pong, dua vé Hué dé tran
thiét lang mo ctia than phu minh. Nhitng mau phdp lam ky kiéu nay dugc gin trén
nghi mén bang dong trude ling, & cong biru thanh va trén b binh phong an ngir
trudc md. Sau hon 120 nam ton tai, phan 16n nhitng mang phap lam nay da bi roi

29 Nguyén van: “Ces deux appellation “Emaux d’ Annam” et “Emaux faits pour I’ Annam” désignent les
deux séries, de grosses pieces et des pieces de moindre volume...”. Xem: Gaide et Henry Peysson-
neaux (1925). “Bai da dan”, p. 32.

30 Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Bai da dan”, p. 33.

@) Am chi Phap lam tuong cuc va Né ngéa tuong cuc.

42 Am chi Phép lam tuwong cuc va Né ngda tuong cuc. Xem: Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Bai
da dan”, p. 34.

@3 Nguyén van: “Ainsi qu'il vient d’étre dit, il faut donc considérer comme provenant de commandes faites
en Chine par la Cour d’ Annam les pieces d’ émail de fabrication soignée... Des commandes d’objects
en émail, semblables comme formes a ceux qui agrémentent le tombeau de Kién Thai Vwong, ainsi qu’
a ceux conservés au “Trésor” du Palais, sont encore faites de nos jours a Canton, pour la Cour de Hué,
par 'entremise de commergants chinois de la place”. Gaide et Henry Peyssonneaux (1925). “Bai da
dan”, p. 35.
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rung, mat mat va hu hong. May mén 1a Bao tang C6 vat Cung dinh Hué con luu
gilt duoc mot vai chiée dia phap lam, von 1a d6 trang tri ¢ ling Kién Thai Vuong
(nhu chiéc dia & hinh 61), nén c6 thé ching thuc nhan dinh cua Gaide va Henry
Peyssonneaux vé viéc triéu Nguyén ky kiéu d6 phap lam vao triéu Dong Khanh.

Nhu di dé cap trén day, viéc triéu dinh Hué ky kiéu phap lam & Quang DPong
da xay ra tir d6i Minh Mang, ltic k§ nghé ché tac phap lam méi manh nha du nhap
vao nudc ta, chir khong phai dén triéu Dong Khanh méi ¢ chuyén nay. Cac hién
vat dudi day s€ minh ching cho nhan dinh nay:

+ Hinh 62 1a chiéc dia dugc xac dinh 13 phdp lam Hué, vé d6 an long vdn cia
mot nha suu tdp & Thanh phd HO6 Chi Minh. Nién dai chiéc dia nay duoc xac dinh
vao doi Minh Mang do loai hinh phap lam men xanh tring chi hién hiru & Viét Nam
va chi xuét hién dudi triéu Minh Mang. Con réng trén chiéc dTa nay c6 nam mong,
mang nhiing ddc trung ctia con rong th(n Nguyén nhu: than rong udn hinh sin; cac
16p vay kép va Vay lung cua con nay rong cung mot kiéu thirc voi Vay va vay lung
ctua nhirng con rong thuong gap trong trang tri cung dinh thoi Nguyén. Tuy nhién,
no chua thuc sy 1a mot con rong Nguyen hoan toan, vi dudi, strng va bom ctia nd
van mang dam nét dic trung cla con rong Trung Hoa thoi Thanh. Theo t6i, day
la mot trong nhiing mon phap lam ky kiéu vao dau tridu Minh Mang. Tuy phai thé
hién hinh anh con rong theo yéu cau cua ngucn dat hang, nhung du(n nét but cua
cac hoa si Trung Hoa, cdt cach cua con rong Tau, du dugc tiét ché, van hién hién
trong tdm thirc ngudi hoa s nhu mot 1& ty nhién, khién cho “con rong ky kiéu”
chua thé tré thanh mot con rong Nguyén hoan toan.

+ Cac hinh 63a va 63b 1a chiéc hop dung cau trau bang phap lam cta Bao
tang Co vat Cung dinh Hué, hiéu dé& Minh Mang nién tao BEGH4FS, nén dugc
nhiéu nha nghién ctru & Hué nhin nhan 1a mdt moén “Phép lam Hué”. Chiéc hop
trang tri hoa 14 bang men ngii sic trén nén men mau vang chanh. Mau séc, thi phap
trang tri, k¥ thut ché tac va mot vai chi tiét hoa vin (béng hoa mau don mau do)
trén chiéc hop nay gidng hét chiéc dia phap lang Trung Hoa thir thiét (Hinh 64a),
hiéu dé Pai Thanh Can Long nién ché K557 584 viét theo 16i trién (Hinh 64b)
dang trung bay ¢ Bao tang Nghé thuat Pong A (Berlin, Drc).

+ Hinh 65 1a chlec hop du’ng cau trau khac, hiéu dé Minh Mang nién tqo, v&
hoa 14 bang men ngii sic trén nén men mau xanh lam Chiéc hop trau nay ciing
c6 mau sic, thu phap trang tri, k§ thuat ché tac thai cot va mot sb chi tlet hoa van
(bong hoa, cac ngon 14, dac bi¢t 1a duong hoi van hinh ngon la mau den vién quanh
vanh miéng...) hoan toan gidng véi mau sic, thil phap trang tri, cac hoa van va hoi
van trén chiéc dia phap lang Trung Hoa (Hinh 66) va chiéc binh dung sira phap
lang Trung Hoa (Hinh 67), déu c6 nién dai Can Long ctia Bao tang Dén toc hoc
Muenchen (Duc).
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+ Hinh 68 1a chiéc chau hoa loai nhé va hinh 69 1a chiéc chau chung canh
vang ld ngoc, déu thudc suu tap d6 Phap lam Hué cua Bao tang C6 vat Cung dinh
Hué. Hinh 70 1a chiéc chau phap lam ctia Bao tang My thuat Rennes (Phéap) va
hinh 71 1a chiéc chiau khic dang rao ban trong gallery db co Asiatica Georg L.
Hartle & Muenchen (Ptic), cling 1a chau chung canh vang 14 ngoc, dugc cac chuyén
gia nudc ngoai xac nhan 1a phap lang Trung Hoa. Tuong tu nhu khi so sanh nhitng
chiéc hop dung trau cau hiéu dé Minh Mang nién tao véi cac mon phap lang Trung
Hoa bén trén, ching ta dé dang nhan thiy nhimg chiéc chiu nay c6 nhimg dic
diém chung hozc vé hinh dang; hodc vé thu phap trang tri; hodc vé mau sic va ky
thuat thé hién mau men. Tham ch1 ca do day cua chung cling tuong duong nhau,
khién chung ta c6 thé két luin rang chiing duoc san xut cung mot noi, cing mot
ky thuat, trong cung mot thoi ky.

+ Hinh 72 14 chiéc dia 16t chén uéng tra hinh ngon 14, doi Minh Mang ; con
cac hinh 73a va 73b 1a bd chén tra va dia 16t chén uéng tra hiéu d& Minh Mang
HH A5 i, déu thudc suu tap cua nha nghién ctru Philippe Truong & Paris (Phap). Hai
chiéc dia 16t chén udng tra nay twong duong nhau vé k1ch thudce, hinh dang; nhung
chiéc dia trong hinh 72 c6 nét v& sic sao hon, mau sic dep hon va hoa vin gidng
hét hoa van trén chiéc dia phép lang Trung Hoa (Hinh 74) ¢ Béo tang My thuat
Rennes (Phap). Do vy, toi cho rang bo chén tra va dia 16t chén udng tra trong cac
hinh 73a va 73b 1a phap lam 1am & Hué, con chiéc dia 16t chén udng tra trong hinh
72 1a phap lam do triéu Minh Mang kY kiéu ¢ Trung Hoa.

+ Céc hinh 75a, 75b, 76a va 76b la hai hi¢n vat cia Bao tang Co vat Cung
dinh Hué, déu 1a do phap lam Hué chinh thong, hiéu & Minh Mang nién ché HH
#74E8Y. Pem hai hién vat ndy so sanh voi nhitng hién vét phap lam mang hiéu dé
Minh Mang nién tao BR&34F# gidi thiéu trén day, d& dang nhéan thiy cac mén do
mang hiéu d& Minh Mang nién ché nay c6 nét vé “ngd nghéch” hon; chit luong
men mau kém hon; thai c¢dt cling mong hon va trong luong cta cac mén dd nay
cling nhe hon héan so véi cac hién vat ¢ hiéu dé Minh Mang nién tqo. V& mit van
tu, hiéu dé Minh Mang nién ché trén hai moén phap lam Hué chinh théng duoc viét
bang men mau d6 ndi trén 16p men nén mau tring nga theo 18i trién, trong khi,
hiéu dé Minh Mang nién tao lai duoc viét bang men mau den, chim sau duéi 16p
men nén va viét theo kiéu chir chdn; k§ thuat viét chir trén mén do nay ciing tinh
x40 hon so véi k¥ thuat viét chit trén hai mén d6 c6 hiéu dé Minh Mang nién ché.

Tu nhitng tu liéu va hién vat da dan ching, t61 cho rang:

- Song song v&i viéc ché tac phap lam ¢ Hué, dudi cac triéu vua Minh Mang
va Dong Khanh, tirc 13 giai doan so ky va mat ky cua k§ nghé ché tic phap lam
Hué, ngoai viéc ché tac phap lam & Hué, chu yéu 1a san xuit cac tim / mang phap
lam trang tri ngoai that va mot s dd phap lam gia dung don gian, tridu Nguyén

prdp LaM HUE . 41



Tap chi Nghién ctru va Phat tri€n, s6 3 (166) . 2021

con dit lam nhitng san phdm phép lam chit lugng cao & Quang Pong dé phuc vu
nhing nhu ciu quan trong trong cung (nhiing hién vat trong cac hinh 62, 63a, 65,
68, 72 1a minh chimg). Nhitng san phim phap lam nay tuy lam ¢ Trung Hoa nhung
tuan thi cac yéu cau vé kiéu dang, hoa van, hoa tiét... do triéu Nguyén dat hang nén
c6 thé goi d6 1a phdp lam ky kiéu cta triéu Nguyén.

- Hiéu dé trén phap lam Hué chinh théng thuong viét theo 16i chir #rién, dung
chir “... nién ché”; con hiéu dé trén dd phap lam ky kiéu thuong viét theo 1i chir
chan, dung chit “... nién tao”. Co6 1€ do vdy ma vao nam 1925, Gaide va Henry
Peyssonneaux da phan biét cac thuat ngir: “Emaux d’Annam” (Phap lam Annam) va
“Emaux faits pour I’Annam” (Phap lam 1am cho Annam) trong bai khao ctru day thu
vi ciia ho, nhu mot sy phan biét gitta phdp lam Hué va phdp lam ky kiéu thdi Nguyén.

Ciing can luu ¥ rang, khong riéng gi phap lam, cac vua nha Nguyén tir Gia
Long cho dén Khai Pinh déu c6 théi quen ky kiéu do s, dit lam tranh guong &
Trung Qudc, dua vé trung bay va sir dung trong Hoang cung Hué. Dic biét, vua
Minh Mang khéng chi ky kiéu d6 st & Trung Qubc ma con dit mua cac b d6 udng
tra hiéu dé Spode & Anh, dem vé Viét Nam v& thém hoa van va dé thém nién hiéu
ctia vua Minh Mang r6i nung hap thém mot 1an nita dé sir dung. Vua Minh Mang
con ky kiéu tai 10 Copeland & Garrett (Anh) nim chiéc binh voi 1am bang sanh
xbp, trang tri theo 16i chuyén hoa, dwa vé Hué dé dung®¥; vua Thiéu Tri thi dit lam
cic bo dd uéng tra tr 10 Sevres (Phap) roi cho khic thém dong lac khoan Thiéu Tri
nguyén nién phung ché 42457007254 1én mén do trude khi dem ra dung.

5. Loi két

Lich st khai sinh, ton tai, phat trién, suy thoai va thit truyén cua phap lam
Hué kéo dai chi hon 60 nam (1827 - 1888), trong khi, lich sir ton tai va phat trién
ctia k§ nghé ché tic phap lang Trung Hoa kéo dai hon 700 nam, khdi nguyén tir thé
ky XIII, khi vé ngua vién chinh ciia quan Méong Nguyén tran vao Trung Nguyén,
va dén nay van rat hung thinh. Vi thé, k§ nghé ché tac phap lang cta Trung Hoa, tir
tao dang, ché men, pha mau, thu phép trang tri, k¥ thut nung dét... déu hon han
phap lam Hué cua triéu Nguyén.

Tuy nhién, c6 mot diéu co thé khing dinh 1a triéu Nguyén da tng dung k¥
nghé phép lam vao cudc séng sang tao hon ngudi Trung Hoa. Trong khi ngudi
Trung Qudc, nguoi Nhat Ban, cling nhu nguoi phuong Tay, chi coi phap lang /
shipouyaki / émail / painted enamels nhu mot thir cht liéu de san xuat ra cac vt
dung sinh hoat, thd ty hay nhitng mén dd luu niém xinh xan, thi cac nghé nhan
phap lam thdi Nguyén di van dung phap lam nhu mot loai vat liéu kién tric trong

#4  Nhirng cb vat nay nay van con bao quan va trung bay & mot sé bao tang Viét Nam va nwéc ngoai nhu:
Bao tang C6 vat Cung dinh Hué, Bao tang Lich s Viét Nam Thanh phé HS Chi Minh, Bao tang Lich st
va Nghé thuat Hoang gia ctia Vwong québc Bi...
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cong cudc kién thiét cac cung dién lang tam & Hué. Ho da biét loi dung tinh chét
bén ving trudc cac tac dong co - Iy - hoa ctia chét lidu phap lam dé tao thanh cac do
an trang tri, gdn 1én ngoai thit cac cong trinh kién trac, vén dugce xay dung trong
mot ving dat c6 khi hau va thoi tiét khic nghiét. Nho vay ma trai qua hon 200 nam
ton tai, cac do an trang tri phap lam trén cac cong trinh kién trac & Hué van tuoi
nguyén mau sac, khién cho cac di tich & Hué bot di vé u budn, tram mic, ma giir
nguyén nét son 1ng 13y gitra mot C6 d6 réu phong co kinh. Pay 1a mot thanh tuu
ctia phap lam Hué so voi cac loai hinh phap lang khéc trén thé gi6i.

Phap lam Hué ra doi vao khoang dau thé ky XIX trong bdi canh Viét Nam
chua tiép xtc v6i nhing 1y thuyét khoa hoc vé mau sac ciia phuong Tay, thé nhung
cac nghé nhan ché tac phap lam Hué dd dat duoc mot thanh twu to 16n vé nghé
thuat su dung mau. C6 hoa si Pham Dang Tri da nhan xét: “Cdc nghé si lam phap
lam ¢ Hué da som biét gia giam liéu lwong dam lat, néng lanh ciia mau sdc dén
do tinh vi, dd sang tao ra nhitng phwong thirc dung mang, dung mau va phat hién
ra nhitng hoa sdc twong phdn rdt la chinh xdc... Phap lam Hué chita dwng nhitng
mdu sdc twoi sang, 1ong ldy, ¢é cuong dé manh nhing van quen mdt, nhuw cdc hoa
sdc dién hinh thu’O’ng hién ra trong cudc song, thu’cmg du’O’c phan anh trong nghé
thudt Hué thué dy”®d. Do 1a nhin xét xac dang nhit vé phap lam Hué, vé nhiing
dong gop cua phap lam Hué dbi v6i nén nghé thuat, dic biét 1a hoi hoa Viét Nam
vao thé ky XIX.

T.D.A.S.
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TOM TAT

Trong sb cac di s&n van héa do triéu Nguyén (1802-1945) lwu lai & C6 d6 Hué, ndi bat nhat
la phap lam Hué. Bay 1a mot moét loai vat liéu kién tric men st va my thuat, cbt 1am béng déng,
bén ngoai cé trang nhiéu I&p men nhiéu mau; tinh nang chiu dwng cac tac dong ngoai lwc, nhiét
do, tac hai cia mwa néng va thdi gian rat cao. Vi thé, loai vat liéu nay thwdng duoc sir dung dé
tao thanh cac dd an trang tri hinh khéi gén trén dau dao, dinh ndc, bd quyét cac cung dién; hodc
tao thanh cac mang trang tri phdng, cé hinh vé& phong canh, hoa ¢, chim muéng, tho van chi
Han..., thuong duwoc gan trén cac dai cb diém & be néc hay bd mai cac cung dién, trén cac nghi
mén trong hoang cung va lang tAm céc vua triéu Nguyé&n & Hué.

Mac du viéc nghién ctru phap lam Hué da dién ra tir hon 40 ndm qua, tuy nhién cac nha
nghién ctu vé phap lam van khong tan déng trong nhiéu van dé, nhuw: ngudn gbc danh xung
phap lam; dac diém k§ thuat va my thuat ctia phap lam; viéc phan lap cac loai hinh phap lam thoi
Nguyén & Hué. Tham chi, van cé y kién bdn khodn liéu phap lam cé thuc sy dwoc san xuét tai
Kinh d6 Hué thoi Nguyén? Hay dé la san phdm ngoai nhap?

T nhitng ngudn tw liéu méi dwoc thu thap, két hop véi nhitng nghién ciru vé phap lam
trong cac bao tang va cac swu tap tw nhan & chau Au va Trung Quéc, tac giad bai viét dwa ra
nhirng nhan dinh tdng quat va nhirng kién gidi méi vé phap lam Hué.

ABSTRACT

OVERVIEW OF HUE PAINTED ENAMEL AND ITS NEW PERCEPTION
ON THE NGUYEN DYNASTY

Among the cultural heritage of the Nguyén Dynasty (1802-1945) in Hué Ancient Capital,
the most prominent was phap lam Hué (Hué painted enamels). Phap lam Hué is architectural,
pottery and art materal with copper core body coated with layers of enamels in different colors;
due to their ability to withstand external forces of warming and rain and passing time, these
enamels were used to decorate the rooftops and ridges of the royal palaces. They also appear
in decorative panels depicting scenery, flowers and trees, birds and literary works on wall panels
between the upper and the lower roofs of palaces, or on gates in royal palaces and tombs of the
Nguyén Kings in Hué.

The study of phap lam Hué has been carried out over the past 40 years, researchers
have yet to agree on a number of issues such as: What kind of technique does phap lam Hué
belong to? Is it called phap lam or phap lang? Even the question whether phap lam Hué were
manufactured in Hué, Vietnam, or elsewhere in Asia remains controversial.

From new sources collected, combined with research on enamels in museums and private
collections in Europe and China, the author gives general comments and its new explication.
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