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MOT KIEN GIAI VE
NGUON GOC NGO DINH LANG VIET NAM

Tran Thi Kim Anh”

Van dé ngudn goc va thoi diém xuat hién ngbi dinh lang & nuéc ta ti
lau da dugc nhiéu nha nghién ctu lich st van héa dé tam tim hiéu. M& dau la
nghién ctu ciia Nguyén Van Huyén, trong mot cong trinh nghién ctu cong phu
vé Thanh hoang Ly Phuc Man vao niam 1938, 6ng dua ra gid thuyét: Pinh von
12 hanh cung cda vua ro6i sau méi thanh dinh lang.

Vao nam 1998, trong tap sach anh Dinh Viét Nam ctia Ha Van Téan va
Nguyén Van Ku,” § muc Nguon goc, cdc tac gid cho riang “cé ching ci vé ngoi
dinh tir thoi Lé s0”, va qua mot s6 ching 1y cung viéc so sanh ngoi dinh véi ngodi
nha rong, ho di dén két luan: “Méc du con thiéu chiing cd, ta tin ring dinh -
ngdi nha chung cia lang xa da xu4t hién ti 1au doi, néu khong phai 1a thoi tién
st thi cling 1a thoi so st cia dan toc. TAt nhién 1a ¢ thoi d6 chua duge goi la
dinh - mot tir vay muon cia Trung Hoa”. Ngoai ra cdc tac gid con khéng dinh,
dinh lang c¢6 hai chic ndng la tho Thanh hoang lang (ton gido) va hoi hop, giai
quyét cdc cong viéc cua lang xa (hanh chinh), tuy nhién khong phai ngay khi
méi xuat hién ngoéi dinh da hoi di ca hai chiic nang d6 cung mot ldc.

Gan day nhat 1a nghién ctdu cta Pinh Khic Thuan. Trong sach Lich st
triéu Mac qua thu tich va vdn bia (2001),? & muc “Ngudn goc ngdi dinh”, qua
phan tich mot so ching ly, ong di dén két luan: Pinh lang xuit hién sém nhat
1a vao thoi Lé so thé ky XV, khi lang xa da phat trién va dinh hinh 14 mot don
vi hanh chinh doc 1ap, dé d4p tng nhu ciu tho cing than linh va hoi he dinh
ddam cua lang xa.

Cho dén nay, c4ch 1y gidi cia Pinh Khéc Thuan duge coi 1a c6 tinh thuyét
phuc hon c3. Tuy nhién, trong khi thoi diém ra doi cta ngdi dinh lang 1a vao
thoi Lé so nhan duge sy dong thuan y kién ctia hau hét gisi nghién cifu thi van
dé ngudn goc ng01 dlnh lang van con nhiéu y kién bin khoan. D& gép phan tiép
tuc tim hiéu nguon goc cua ngdi dinh lang, trong bai viét nay ching toi xin dugc
dua thém mot kién giai khac.

Ngoi dinh lang nhu ching ta da biét, 1a dia diém dién ra nhiéu hoat dong
quan trong cua lang xa trong thoi trung cdn dai. Pay la noi tho Thanh hoang
lang dé cau mong dugc ché che, ngén tai giang phic, 1a noi dién ra 1& hoi Nhap
tich Tang cau cta lang, noi ky lao chic sic hoi hop ban bac va gidi quyét viéc
lang, noi tat cd dinh nam trong lang cung thuc hién 1& Huong 4m ttiu mbi khi
c6 viéc té& tu cau cing. Noi tiép dén quan lai triéu dinh khi c¢6 viéc cong hodc
khach khia cta lang... Diéu nay cho thay ngéi dinh lang 14 mot dia diém cong
cong quan trong khong thé thiéu cia cong dong lang xa xua kia. Tuy nhién né
lai dat ra mot cAu héi: néu dinh lang chi méi xuat hién vao cuéi thé ky XV thi
trudc do6 trong cac ngoi lang Viét, da c¢6 nhiing hoat dong nhu vay hay chua, va
néu c6 thi ngudi ta thuc hién tat ca cac cong viéc d6 & dau?

* Vién Nghién cdu Han Ném Viét Nam.
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Dia diém va mot s6 hoat dong cong dong lang xi truéc khi ngoi
dinh xuat hién

Tir truée dén nay da c6 nhiéu nghién ciiu ching minh truée khi Phat gigo
du nhap vao Viét Nam, cdc tin nguéng dan gian ngu tri trong doi song tinh
than nguoi Viét. Ciing nhu nhiéu dan toc bo lac khac trén thé gisi, dé tran an
minh truéc nhitng hién tuong tu nhién khong thé ly gidi, dé dugc che chd, dé
c6 cudc song binh yén, ngudi Viét c6 tir lau doi da tho cing céc vi nhién than
nhu céc than ndi sdong, cay d4, dic biét, do 1a ving dat nhiéu song nuéc, nguvi
dan séng doc theo céc trién sdong nén thiy than 1a vi than duge the phung khip
noi.® Viéc tho cing ban dau dién ra ngoai troi, ngay tai goc cdy, bd nuée, vé
sau khuynh huéng nhan héa than linh phat trién, nguoi chét c6 nhitng biéu
hién thiéng bat dau dugc thd cing, nhiéu vi da tré thanh phidc than bao ho cho
cong dong, ngudi ta da dung lén nhitng ngodi miéu ngodi dén nhé dé thy. Dan
dan nhiing noi nay tré thanh dia diém sinh hoat cong déng, khong chi ciu cling
xin duge ché che, dimg gay tai uong, gidng hoa ma cac hoat dong khac trong
cong dong nhu xi 1y cdc vi pham luat 1é cda cong dong, an thé, xi cac vu tranh
ch4p nhé... cling dién ra tai day trudc su ching kién ctia than linh va dan lang.

Sau khi Phat gido du nhap va phat trién, cac ngoi chiia ciing 14 noi dién ra
mot s6 hoat dong cong dong. K& ca thoi ky dau, khi ngoi chuia lang chua phd bién
nhu tir thoi Lé Trung hung vé sau, thoi ky nay, tai nhiing dia phuong c6 chua,
san chua cling 12 mot dia diém danh cho hoat dong cong dong, nhung chi yéu 1a
18 hoi vui choi hat xuéng vao cac dip 1& tiét. Cho dén nay & nhiing ngbi chua c6
vung Kinh Béac van con dau vét vé cac hoat dong nay nhu chuia Dau, chtia Nanh...

Vao dau Cong nguyén, khi bi nha Héan xam luge, van héa Héan dan xam
nh4p vao nuéc ta, tin ngudng thd Xa than du nhép theo chan cédc cu dan nguvi
Hén. Cac dan tho Xa than (Xa dan) dugce 14p 1én tai cic lang x6m. Xa dan ban
dau chi 14 mot c4i nén dat dip cao, xung quanh trong mot sé loai cay lam biéu
tuong cho su no du. Hang nam vao cdc thang trong xuan va trong thu, nguoi
ta to chic cing té& tai day dé bao dap cong on sinh dudng van vat cha dat dai. Vé
sau tin ngudng Xa than dién bién dan, chuyén héa thanh tin nguéng thd than
dat (than Thé dia) - vi than c¢6 quyén luc ché che coi séc cho mot dia phuong,
mang nhiéu chiic ning xa hoi hon. Dan dan miéu thd Thé dia duge dung lén
thay thé& Xa dan. Cung vé6i nhitng miéu tho than linh ban dia khac, miéu Thé
dia tré thanh mot trong nhiing dia diém sinh hoat cong déng cia lang. Vao céc
dip 1 tét, dan ching tu tadp dén tru6c nhitng dén miéu nay lam 1& t& than, ca
hat vui choi. Bai tif cia Ton Quang Hién nguoi thoi Pudng véi nhitng cau: “Moc
mién hoa 4nh tung tir tiéu / Viét cAm thanh 1y xuan quang hiéu / Pong c6 dit
Man ca / Nam nhéan ky trai da” [Hoa gao 4nh 1én bén ngoi dén nhé / Chim Viét
liu lo trong néng xuan / Tiéng trong dong hoa cung bai hat Man / Ngudi Nam
cAu cuing nhiéu] c6 thé 1a minh ching cho c4c hoat dong cong dong va dia diém
dién ra cdc hoat dong nay cta nguoi Viét thoi xa xua.

Cung vé6i tin ngudng thd Thé dia, vao thoi Bic thudc, mot s6 nghi 1é
phuong bic cling duge du nhap vao nuéc ta. Nhu di néi trén, dinh lang sau
nay la noi dién ra 1& Nhap tich Tang ciu - mot 1& hoi thuong nién quan trong
clia hau hét cdc lang xa ¢ Bic B va Bic Trung Bo cho dén t4n ngay nay. Tuy
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nhién trudc thé ky XV hiu nhu chua tim dugc tai liéu nio ghi nhan vé 1& hoi
nay ngoai mot chiéu chi ban 1énh bai tro choi Tang ciu va ¢d6 ban khao ming
vao mua xuan thang Giéng nam Pinh DAau, nién hiéu Hoi Tuong Pai Khanh
niam thi 8 (1117 - thoi Ly).® No6i dung chiéu chi nay cho thay 18 Nhap tich
Tang cau duong thoi dugc t6 chic nhu mot tro choi va cung véi né 1a ¢d ban
khao ming ddu xuan. L& Nhap tich Tang ciu theo ching téi nguyén la nghi
thic triéu dinh vua t6i cing vui udng rugu dau xuan cé tir thoi Han, vé sau du
nhé4p vao nuéc ta va dan duge chuyén héa vao nghi thie hoi lang cing uéng
rugu. Tuy nhién, sach Khdo gido phuong thic lai gidi thich vé 1& nay dai dé
nhu sau: Poi doi truyén ké rang, khi phdp moén té tap hoi hop tung kinh Phat
bi rat nhiéu quy than quay roéi, khong thé 1ap dan tung kinh duogc, do d6 méi
xin ddc Phat 1ap Pia Tang Pan, Nhap tich Tang cdu, cung quy than vui choi
méi tung kinh dugc. Tu d6 vé sau, tu c¢d chi kim, dung 1& nay dé cau phic cau
than cho dugc dai quéc mach, xin than bao ho lang x6m d4t nuéc nhan dan..©
Nhu vay phdi ching 18 hoi nay c6 thé con c6é ngudn goc tiu Phat gido? Pang
tiéc la cho dén nay van chua c6 nhitng nghién ctu sau sic ddy du vé cac dién
bién cia 1& hoi nay. Theo d6 c6 thé thay 1& nay da ton tai trudc khi cé su xudt
hién cia ngoéi dinh lang, va hin 1a khi chua c6 ngdi dinh, né da dugc thuc
hién tai sidn miéu hoic san chua.

PAu thé& ky XV, tuc tho Thanh hoang lang cling bat dau phat trién. Trén
thuc t&, tin nguong tho Thanh hoang da dugc truyén dén nudc ta vao thoi
Puong-Tong, tuy nhién cho dén thé& ky XIV, van chi ¢6 D6 Thanh hoang, chua
c6 Thanh hoang lang. P& tin ngudng Thanh hoang tré thanh tuc tho Thanh
hoang lang dam mau sic Viét thi phai tinh tir thé ky XV, sau khi nha Minh
chiém dugc nu6c ta. V6i muu d6 nhanh chéng dong héa Pai Viét, nha Minh
dua vao nhiéu chinh sach vé van héa nham cai ddi tap tuc cta nguoi Viét. Mot
s6 chinh sach vé tho cing té& tu duge ban hanh, trong d6 ménh lénh 14p thém
Thanh hoang & cac pht chau huyén dugc thuc thi, ké tir d6 tin ngudng tho
Thanh hoang phat trién manh & nudc ta va day chinh 1a thoi ky Thé dia va
phic than dia phuong duge nang cdp thanh Thanh hoang lang. Nhu vay vao
dau thé ky XV, tin nguéng Thanh hoang cia Trung Quéc bat dau duge dién bién
thanh tuc tho Thanh hoang lang ¢ Viét Nam.™

Vay la cho dén truéc khi c6 ddu vét tén tai clia ngdi dinh (cudi thé ky
XV), 1& Nhap tich Tang cau, tuc tho Thanh hoang va cdc sinh hoat cong dong
khéc ctia nguoi Viét nhu xi 1y viéc lang, bao gdm xt cdc tranh chap kién céo
nhé trong lang, cdc hanh vi vi pham 1& lang, gidi quyét cic van dé vé thué m4,
quan dich va duong nhién ca viéc tap hop dan lang dé nghe cdc lénh 1é cda
triéu dinh.. déu da ton tai va dugc thuc hién ti lau doi tai cac dia diém cong
cong cda lang nhu cdc dén miéu tho than linh, Thé dia va san chua, trén thuc
t&, nhu cau vé mot dia diém danh cho t4t cd cac hoat dong nay khong dén miic
budc phai c6. Vay diéu gi thic ddy su xuat hién ctia ngdi dinh lang?

M6 hinh Than Minh Dinh thoi thudéc Minh va Lé so

Vao cudi thé ky XV, qua ghi nhan trong bai Pai nghi bdt gidp thudng dao
gidi vdn cua Lé DPic Mao ta dugc biét, 1& Nhap tich Tang cau vao giai doan nay
da 1a mot 18 hoi thuong nién ¢ dinh lang:
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“Xudn nhdt tdo khai gia cdt hoi,

Ha dinh thong xuéng thdi binh dm.
Tang cdu maé tiéc ndm ndm,

Miéu chu doi viet cham cham tdc thanh.”

Va & 1& hoi nay, nguoi ta t& than, chic tung, vui choi, hat xuéng, yén
huéng... Tém lai 12 hau hét cic hoat dong von c6 trong cong déong thudng dugc
thuc hién ¢ dén miéu truéc khi cé su xuat hién cta ngoi dinh thi nay, vao cudi
thé ky XV da dugc dién ra tai dinh lang. Diéu d6 cé nghia la truéc thoi Lé chua
thdy su xudt hién cia ngoi dinh, nhung chi sau vai chuc nam, ngoi dinh da hién
dién tai hau khép céc lang x4 va mang trong né rat nhiéu chic ning xa hoi
quan trong. Diéu nay cho phép suy luan, c6 thé dinh lang dugc dién bién tir mot
hién tuong van héa hoac duge ra doi theo mot ménh 1énh nao dé ¢ thoi ky nay?

Trong qué trinh nghién ctu va dich thuat cic van ban dién ché va phap
luat thoi trung dai, ching t6i luu ¥ dén mot su kién lich s cia Trung Quéc, dé
12 vao nién hiéu Hong Vii (1368-1398), nha Minh da ban lénh xay dung Than
Minh DPinh tai khip cac chau huyén trén toan quéc. Than Minh Pinh - nhu tén
goi ctia né - 1a mot ngdi dinh nhé dugc dung 1én tai cac thon lang dé méi khi
c6 lénh 1é clia nha nudc ban xudéng, chiic dich phai tap trung dan lang tai do6
dé bo cao gidi thich tudng tan (than minh) cho ho vé cdc 1énh 1é d6. Cung véi
Than Minh Dinh, 1& Huong 4m tiu véi quy tic “Quy tién minh, long s4i bién”
[Sang hén phéan biét, 16n bé ro rang] cing dugc dua vao thuc hién. Tai Than
Minh Pinh, khi dén nghe gidng luat 1énh va thuc hién 1& Huong 4m tiu, theo
quy dinh, dan lang phai phan biét chd ngoi theo thi hang. C4c diéu da than
minh ma dan khong thuc hién ciing sé& bi dua ra Than Minh Dinh dé xi 1y, dan
c6 diéu gi cAm thay chua thda dang ciing t6i Than Minh Dinh kéu, dinh nay
dong thoi ciing 1a noi dé treo dan cdc cdo thi cda triéu dinh, béu tén tudi nhing
ngudi vi pham luat 1é, 1am cdc diéu trai véi dao ly.

Sau khi bi nha Minh xdm lugc va dat thanh quan huyén 1é thudc, t nam
1407, nudc ta lai bi ap dat ché& do cai tri chung theo ché& d9 cai tri cia nha
Minh. Vay phai chéang, vao thoi ky nay, cung véi sach vé truong hoc, nha Minh
ciing da cho thuc hién viéc dLIng cac Than Minh Dinh tai cac thon lang ¢ nudc
ta nhu G cac quan huyén khéc cua Trung Quoc dé ban bd va giai thich cdc gido
diéu dang cai héa dan tuc nhim muc dich dong héa. Trén thuc té&, hinh thic
Than Minh DPinh c¢6 thuc su dugc thuc thi ¢ nuéc ta hay khong thi hién chua
tim thay tai liéu nao ghi lai cu thé. Tuy nhién, d4du vét clia dinh Than Minh
con dudc chiing minh gidn tié€p qua hang loat céc lénh 1é trong luat phap dién
ché& thoi Lé duge goi 1a Than Minh Lénh. Pong thoi hinh thic tap trung dan
dé gidng gidi vé cac diéu gido héa ciing dugc luu lai qua céc diéu luat & thoi ky
nay. Ching han nién hiéu Canh Tri thit nhat (1663) ban hanh 47 diéu gido héa
bat phai gidng rd cho dan, 1énh ban nhu sau: “Cac diéu rian day trén day cac
quan hai ty Thira, Hién phai bt cdc quan chau pht huyén chuyén téng dén cac
phudng xa thon truéng dé vao ngay Ky phic Xa nhat ddu nam, bat trai gai 16n
nhé dén tap trung gidng di gidng lai, dan du rd rang dé cic hang ngu phu ngu
phu, con tré déu thau hiéu ro rang”.

Pac biét su hién dién ctia Than Minh DPinh con dugc ching minh béi mot
tu lieu khéc, d6 1a diéu luat vé toi “Ph4 hiy Than Minh DPinh” dugc dua vao bo
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Ludt Gia Long ban hanh & thoi Nguyén dau thé& ky XIX trong muc Tap pham
chuong Hinh ludt. Noi dung diéu luat nay nhu sau:

“Pham ké nao pha hiiy nha ctia cia dinh Théan Minh va phd héng bdang gb
trong dinh thi bi phat danh 100 truong luu day 3.000 ddm (vén bdt tu sta lai)”.

Giai thich:

“Cdc lang trong chdu huyén déu dung Than Minh Dinh, dén cé ké nao bdt
hiéu trom cdp gian dam thi déu ghi ré ho tén toi trang cia ké lam diéu xdu dé
len bdng gb dé té ré su trung phat ran ddy khién ké dé cdm thdy xdu hé nhuc
nhd, néu biét héi cdi stta 16i thi sé xéa bé di. Cdc viéc nhé nhu hon nhan, dién
tho, cho lao lang khuyén bdo, gidi hoa tranh chép tai ddy, ddy la quy ché lam
ro viéc ran dday vdy. Néu ké nao ddm phd hiky tic la loan dédn khéng tudn theo
gido héa vdy, cho nén gitt nghiém phép nuéc phat ddanh 100 truong, luu day
3.000 ddm, va bdt dua di that xa.”

biéu lé:

“Pham sdc du gido héa dan cia trieu dinh, cdc doanh trdn phdi déc thic
thubc vién viét ré hodc khdc lén bdng gb kinh cdn treo & dinh Than Minh dé
ddy bdo dan ching.”

Diéu luat nay da cho thay dau thoi Nguyén cé ton tai Than Minh Dinh.
Tuy nhién theo ching t6i diéu luat nay chi 4p dung v6i nhiing noi c6 Than
Minh Binh, tdc 14 nhilng ving dat méi & phia nam, béi ¢ phia béc, tir the ky
XVII ngoi dinh da ton tai viing chic tai cac lang xa véi day da chic ning xa hoi
dugc quy dinh v6i Than Minh Dinh. C6 thé trong qua trinh Nam tién, ngay tir
thé& ky XVI, ¢ nhitng lang x6m thudc vung d4t méi khai md, cac chia Nguyén
da dua hinh thic Than Minh DPinh vén c6 & phia bic vao céc lang xa méi lap 6
phia nam dé gido héa dan, va cho dén dau thé ky XIX, 6 phia nam, tai mot s&
noi, khi ngdi dinh bén viing theo kiéu phia bic con chua da diéu kién dé hinh
thanh, chinh quyén van cho st dung hinh thic nay trong muc dich gido héa.
Ngoai ra diéu luat nay ciing cho biét rat ré chic ning cia Than Minh DPinh bao
gdm: béu danh ké x4u nhim muc dich rin de, x( 1y céc tranh chdp nhd trong
lang, ban bé cac sic du cliia triéu dinh.

Su ¢6 mit cia ngoi dinh Than Minh ¢ thoi Nguyén da gian tiép cho ching
ta biét dén sy hién dién cta ngoi dinh nay & thoi Lé. Nhu vay gid thiét dua
hinh thic Than Minh Binh vao nué6c ta dé gido héa dan cta nha Minh 1a hoan
toan cé thé chap nhan dugc.

Cung v6i Than Minh Dinh, 1& Huong 4m tiu ciing dugc nha Minh dua vao
lam cong cu quan 1y hanh chinh va gido héa nhan dan. Theo quy dinh, 1& nay
dugc cit hanh vao 1é t& X4 (18 Ky phic) vao mua xuan va mua thu, phai c¢6 nghi
thic doc luat 1énh. Poc luat 1énh xong lai tuyén doc cac van thu hitu quan khac
va cdc 101 gido huan cta Bo Hinh bién phat. Dan lang dén tiéc phai chia lam
ba hang. Pham nhiing ngudi tudi cao c6 dic khong pham 16i cong tu gi 1a bac
thugng. Nhitng nguoi méc 16i cham tré trong viéc suu sai thué m4 hosic pham
cac toi roi trugng, tung bi goi 1én quan la mot bac. Nhitng nguti ting pham toi
gian dam trom cap, doi tra, lua ddo, sdu dan mot nuéc, bay ké ham hai quan
truéng, tiing cé trong tdi bi phat trugng do luu, 14 mot bac. Con em ctia ba hang
dé ciing tu phan biét thanh ba bac theo thit tu ma ngbi, khong duge 14n 1on,
néu khong ngdi ding thd bac sé xi toi Vi ché.®
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Thoi Lé so, dé xay dung mot nha nuéc huéng Nho, cdc dién 1& ctia Nho
gia dugc luat hoa dé dua vao doi song xa hoi. Trong quéa trinh cdc dién 1& tham
nhép vao doi song, khi vap phai cac yéu to ban dia da ndy sinh khong it phién
phtc, nhat 1a v6i nhitng nghi 18 mang tinh x4 hoi rong rai nhu hon 1, tang 1é.
V4 lai nhiing diéu luat d6 lai dugc chuyén tai thong qua cac vian ban chit Han,
do d6 d€ dan ching hiéu dugc nhiing 1y 1& phic tap trong cdc van ban dé khong
thé khong cho quan lai dia phuong gidng gidi cidn ké cho dan. Vi vay sau khi
nha Lé ndm quyén, dé tién cho viéc quan ly va gido héa clia nha nuéc, moé hinh
Than Minh Dinh véi 18 Huong 4m tiu van dugc tiép tuc duy tri.

Vay la ngoai mot s6 dia diém sinh hoat cong dong nhu miéu dén tho than
linh, Thanh hoang, Thé dia von da ton tai trong cdc cong dong dan cu, cho dén
thoi Lé so, v6i nhiing chic ndng xa hoi quan trong nhu da néi trén, Than Minh
Pinh da tré thanh mot dia diém sinh hoat cong dong khong thé thiéu trong
cac lang xa.

T Than Minh DPinh dén ngéi dinh lang

Theo Pinh Khéc Thuén, kién tric ngoi dinh thé ky XVI kh4 gidn don,
chi c6 mot toa nha ba gian hai chdi ndm ngang kiéu chit “nhat” véi san dinh
phia truéc va trude san cé giéng, chua c6 hau cung, ciing chua cé toa tién té& dé
cing tho Thanh hoang. R6 rang 1a ngoi dinh thé ky XVI dugc dung 1én chua
c6 chiic ning tho Thanh hoang, béi than da c6 miéu dé thd, diéu d6 ciing c6
nghia la ¢ thoi Mac ngéi dinh chua mang chiic ning ton gido. Cing theo Pinh
Khéc Thuan, thuc t& ngdi dinh 6 thoi ky méi xuat hién (thé ky XV-XVI) chi
diung lam noi thuc hién 1& Ky phic hang ndm va dé t6 chic 1& hoi, déng thoi,
viéc phan ngoi thi dé thu 16c va hoi hop da xuat hién & dinh lang tur thoi ky
nay. Theo ching t6i khi chi mang nhiing chiic ndng hanh chinh, ngéi Than
Minh Dinh duong nhién chi dugc lam don gidn, diéu nay 1y gidi vé kién tric
don gidn ctia ngo6i dinh thdi Mac. Nhiéu vén bia ciing cho biét, truée khi dung
ng6i dinh kién c6, ngodi dinh cii chi bang tranh tre nia 14. Pong thoi nhiing
nhén xét ctia Pinh Khic Thuan vé 1& Ky phic ciing nhu viéc phan ngoi thi
dé thu loc va hoi hop 6 ngoi dinh thoi Mac déu hoan toan khép véi nhitng gi
dién ra tai Than Minh Dinh véi 18 Huong 4m tiu thoi thudoc Minh va Lé so
nhu da trinh bay & trén.

Do mbdi lan c6 viée, ca lang tu hop rat dong, vi vay Than Minh Dinh
thudng dugc dung lén ¢ nhiing noi rong rai va thuén tién qua lai. Vé sau dé l1ay
béng mat, ngudi ta cho trong cac loai cay 16n nhu cay da, cAy mudm, sau nhiéu
nam théng, cay da dan tré thanh mot bo phan gén b6 véi ngoi dinh. Khi Than
Minh Pinh da tré thanh mot dia diém quen thudc cda lang, dan dan dé tién
goi, Than Minh Dinh chi con dugc goi ngin gon 1a “dinh”.

Vé sau mbi khi lang vao ddm (Nhap tich Tang cau), ngudi ta ruéc Thanh
hoang lang dén day lam 1& t&, r6i nhiéu lang dé€ thudn tién cho viéc cing té€,
dé ngo6i dinh tré nén uy nghiém hon da cho nhap hin miéu Thanh hoang
vao dinh, mé thém phan hau cung lam ché thd than. Nhu vay qua nhiéu dién
bién cia phong tuc, tdp qudn, ngdi dinh lang méi dan mang thém chic ning
ton gido.

Vao thé ky XVII-XVIII, cing véi su phat trién manh cta kinh t& van hoéa,
tai hau khép cédc lang x4, ngudi ta dua nhau xay dung dinh lang véi kién tric
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to 16n viing chai. Ké tir giai doan nay, ngdi dinh lang méi thuc su hoan thién

cd vé kién tric ciing nhu cac chic ning xa hoi ctia né, tré thanh mot biéu tugng

van héa dic sic cha lang xa Viét Nam.
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TOM TAT

Van dé nguén gdc va théi diém xudt hién cla ngdi dinh lang & nudc ta tir lau da dudc nhiéu
nha nghién ctu quan tam tim hiéu. Tuy nhién, trong khi thdi diém ra d&i clia ngéi dinh lang la vao
thgi Lé sd da nhan dugc sy dong thuan y ki€n clia hau hét gisi nghién ctiu thi nguén géc clia ngéi
dinh van con nhiéu y kién tranh ci. Bai viét nay gop thém mot kién giai vé ngudn géc ngdi dinh
lang Viét Nam.

TU viéc phan tich mot s6 cii liéu trong sach sl va céac tai liéu Han Nom, tac gia bai viét cho
rang ngoi dinh lang c6 nguén géc ti ngdi dinh Than Minh va 1& Huong &m tliu do nha Minh ap dat
trong thai ky thon tinh nudc ta vao dau thé ky XV. M6 hinh nay sau dé da dugc cac triéu dai quan
chl Viét Nam tiép nhan vi né cé nhiéu diém thich hop cho viéc quan ly lang xa va gido héa dan
chiing cla triéu dinh. Theo thdi gian, ti mot dia diém hanh chinh va té chic sinh hoat cong déng,
ngdi dinh dugc ma rong thém chtic nang ton gido-tin ngudng va trd thanh mot thiét ché van hoa
khong thé thi€u cla lang xa Viét Nam.

ABSTRACT

AN INTERPRETATION ON THE ORIGIN OF VIETNAMESE COMMUNAL HOUSE

The matter of the origin and the time of the communal house’s appearance in our country
has long been studied. But, meanwhile the time of the communal house’s appearance, which
is in the Early Lé Dynasty, received the consensus of most researchers, there are still many
controversial opinions about its origin. This article contributes an interpretation of the origin of
Vietnamese communal house.

From the analysis of some evidence in the history books and Sino-Ném documents, the
author suggests that the communal house originate from “Than Minh” communal house (where
people gather to receive announcements or decrees from the royal court) and “Huong &m t(iu”
ceremony (village ceremonies in spring and autumn), which are imposed by the Ming Dynasty
to strengthen the ruling system in our country in the early 15th century. This model was then
received by Viethamese dynasties since it was appropriate for village management and people
reformation. Gradually, from an administrative and community site, the commnal house extended
its function into religious beliefs and become an indispensable symbol of Viethamese villages.



