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FOLK RELIGIONS IN THE SOUTHWESTERN SEA REGION
OF VIETNAM

Abstract: The southwestern sea area of Vietnam is the
residence of ethnic groups such as the Vietnamese, the Cham,
the Chinese, and the Khmer. Therefore, folk religions are a
mixture of ethnic cultures. Under the influence of the folk
religions in Central Vietnam, those cultural elements have
been indigenized when they have been introduced into the
Southwest part of Vietnam. With the historical conditions and
ecological culture, the folk religions of the inhabitants in the
southwestern sea area of Vietnam have created a diversity
with many different objects of worship.
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1. Overview of natural and social conditions

The southwest coast is 600 km long, stretching over 7 provinces
such as Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Tra Vinh, Soc Trang, Bac Lieu, Ca
Mau, Kien Giang; from Tien Giang province bordering the
Southeast to Kien Giang province lying on the coast of the Gulf of
Thailand, bordering Cambodia. The Tien and Hau rivers flow
through the area into the East Sea with 9 outfalls like Tieu, Dai, Ba
Lai, Ham Luong, Co Chien, Cung Hau, Dinh An, Bat Xac and
Tranh De (Tran De).

This region has 3 island districts such as Kien Hai, Phu Quoc,
Tho Chu. These districts belong to Kien Giang province with 195
islands, an area of 693 km?, divided into 4 groups of islands as Hon
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Khoai, Kien Hai, Kien Luong-Ha Tien, Phu Quoc. Particularly, 43
islands of 5 archipelagos are inhabited, Phu Quoc is the largest
archipelago with an area of 573 square kilometers?.

Residents of the Southwestern sea area are mainly Kinh people,
a few Khmer, and Chinese people. The Kinh who originated from
the South Central region like Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh
always do the marine profession. A small number of Khmer people
live in coastal communes of Vinh Chau town (Soc Trang), Bac
Lieu, and Kien Giang. The Chinese who originated from Chaozhou
and Canton live in coastal areas of Ben Tre, Soc Trang, and Bac
Lieu. The Chinese who originated from Hainan is present in the
communes of Binh An, Binh Tri (Kien Luong district), Ham Ninh
commune (Phu Quoc district, Kien Giang province). These Chinese
communities do nearshore fishing?.

2. Folk beliefs of residents of the Southwestern sea region

As a new land, the Southwestern sea region converges many
cultures. They are not only of the Vietnamese in the Central region
but they are also absorbed from the Cham, Chinese, and Khmer
cultures through the changes of history. Folk beliefs of island
residents clearly show the integration. The integration,
interweaving, and mixing of beliefs have created a spiritual life
diversity of the coastal communities there.

The worship of Ba Chua X (Holy Mother of the Realm)

The temple of Ba Chiia X& My Long in My Long town, Cau
Ngang district, Tra Vinh is an important spiritual place of
fishermen in Tra Vinh and neighboring provinces. The former
temple was called Lau Ba, located in Ben Cat (Vam Lau) and a big
fish’s skeleton was worshiped there. Around 1920, as a result of a
landslide, this temple was moved to Bai Bun and renamed Van
Sanh Miéu. In the past, people only worshiped the C6 Hy goddess.
At present, they also worship the goddesses of Xt Nguyén Nhung,
Thuy Long. Then, Ba Chua Xu became the main goddess and Van
Sanh Miéu is considered as “Miéu Ba Chuaa X2
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Ba Chua Xu My Long festival still has a ceremony of Ong Nam
Hai, a ritual to exorcise evil spirits, pray for peace for seafaring
men, and pray for souls®. It shows that, even in the coastal area, the
belief of agricultural residents still outweighs the belief of
fishermen, even in communities of marine workers.

There is a model of Thien Y Ana goddess and her two sons
transformed into other types of goddesses such as Ba Cau, Chua
Tién, Chla Ngoc, Chia Ngung Man Nuong, Ba Chua Thuong
DPong (also known as Ba C6 Hy or C6 Hy Tién Phi), Thuy Long
Thanh Phi, Ba Chda Hon in the folk beliefs of the Southwest
coastal residents. However, the belief of Ba Chua Xu is the highest
level and most popular. Ba Chua Xu is considered as a goddess that
governs the land, rivers, seas, islets and blesses residents.

The worship of Ba Cgu

Vietnamese fishermen in the South strongly believe in Ba Cau’s
beliefs so they call fishing as Ba Cau’s profession (nghé Ba Cau).
Fishermen worship the Ba Cau goddess as the ancestor of fishing at
sea.

At Ba Thuy temple in An Thuy commune, Ba Tri district, Ben
Tre province, when fishermen go fishing, build a new boat, or
repair an old boat, they often make offerings to Ba Cau. The
offerings must have a pair of ducks because they believe that the
offerings to the male god are chickens, and the offerings to the
goddesses are ducks (Ong cing ga, Ba cung vit). When there is a
storm, crop failure, and death, they often worship Ba Cau to ask for
blessings®.

According to the legend of Tac Cau Temple, in the 10th century,
during the Song Dynasty (China), a young man crossed the sea to
Annam to trade in forest products. In the area, there was an old
farmer and his wife who planted melons, they had no children. The
couple’s melon farm was often stolen, then they saw a girl covered
in sheepskin to pick melons and adopted her. The old man named
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the girl Y Ana (meaning Jade). Hearing rumors about a filial,
beautiful girl, the young man came to propose. They had three sons.
One day, due to homesickness, while her husband was away, the
wife took the children back to her hometown. On the way, the
mother and three children died in a shipwreck by a fierce storm. Y
Ana’s corpse drifted into Nha Trang Bay. She was ordained as a
deity, people built a shrine and worship the death anniversary on
the 23rd day of the third lunar month.

The eldest son drifted into the cape of Ne (Miii N¢é, Phan Thiet),
people built a shrine to worship him. Seafaring men have been
blessed by god. The second and youngest children drifted into the
southern sea. The older brother drifted into Phu Quoc island, the
youngest brother drifted into the Cai Lon River. People of Phu
Quoc island built a temple to worship him (dinh tho Cau). The
youngest son got stuck on a piece of board in the river and couldn’t
go. He showed and told the people to dig a canal from the Cai Lon
river to the Cai Be River. People dug a canal and built a shrine to
worship him as the water god of the Cai Lon River.

There are huge waves and strong wind in the sea from Nha
Trang to the main southern cape in the middle of the third lunar
month. People believe that the three sons come to their mother’s
death anniversary. The western sea is in heavy swell in the middle
of the 7th month of the lunar calendar, that’s time the youngest son
goes to visit his brothers. Although this god is young, he is often
naughty, so he creates huge waves in this area®.

This legend is a variation of the legend of Thien Y Ana in Am
Chua (Dien Khanh, Khanh Hoa) with its variations to explain the
presence of Cau shrines (miéu Cau) in the South such as Dinh Cau
in Ham Tan district, or Dinh Cau near Ong mountain in Ham
Thuan Nam district, Binh Thuan province.

The following legend of Dinh Cau (Phu Quoc, Kien Giang)
provides another example of the influence of the worship of Thien
Y Ana as well as the relationship with the goddesses in the South.
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This island was called Xich Tho (Xich Thd) before the name Phu
Quoc because the land there was completely red. At the Ong Cop
cape (Ong Cop), there is a sacred temple called Dinh Cau. The
island is governed by Thuy Long Goddess (Thuy Long Than Ni),
often called Ba Chua Dao or Ba. Her husband is General Dong Hai
(Pong Hai). They have a son, fishermen call him Ong Cau who
gets angry suddenly.

Although it is called Dinh Cau, but the tablet in the main hall is
written as Tien Nuong Nuong Lord (Chiia Tién Nuwong Nuong). It
shows the penetration of Thien Y Ana belief’s into the southern
land through a new form called Ba Cau belief. Or Ba Thuy in the U
Minh area (Kien Giang province) is a version of Thien Y Ana
although the tablet of the shrine is written as Ngoc Nuong Nuong
Lord (Chla Ngoc Nwong Nwong). Due to the influence of coastal
inhabitants’ beliefs, the custom of worshiping Ba Cau was
overlapped with the custom of worshiping Ba Thuy. People who
come here to worship still pray to Ba Cau’.

The worship of Pgi Can

Tur vi thanh nuwong, a sea god in Nghe An province, becomes the
protector of fishermen in the the Southern delta, in Dong Thap
Muoi and in the fishermen area (Ho Chi Minh City at present) in
particular. The god Po Riyak has been transformed into Tu vi thanh
nwong.

Among the gods worshiped in the temples of the South, Pai Can
Nam Hai is ranked in the first place then Thien Hau Thien Phi,
Nam Hai Long Vuong, Bach Ma Thai Giam, Cao Cac, Duong Phi,
Thien Y Ana Dien Ngoc Phi, Dong Nam Sat Hai, Thuy Long, Nam
Hai Cu Toc Ngoc Lan, Duong Canh Tho Dia (Lord of the Soil and
the Ground).

The belief of Dai Can Nam Hai thrived in the area of My Tho
(former Dinh Tuong) because the Minh Huong people led by
Duong Ngan Dich had reclaimed this area since 1679, they
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maintained this custom and considered Dai Can as a guardian god
of the sea along with Thien Hau holy mother.

Ben Tre, a coastal province, has the custom of worshiping Dai
Can in some communal temples such as Long Dinh, Hang Thanh
(Binh Dai district), An Hoi (Ben Tre town) 8 In which, the
communal temple of An Hoi has 2 decrees of the king for the god
Dai Can (the 5th year of King Tu Duc, on November 29, 1852).

There are communal temples to worship Dai Can on the island
of Phu Quoc, in Ha Tien, and Rach Gia (Vinh Thanh Van, Kien
Giang).

The worship of ca Ong

Toan Anh recorded the legend of the festival in Vam Lang (Go
Cong Dong district, Tien Giang): “The legend indicated that the
whale was a previous life of the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, who
once saved human beings. He incarnated to Ong Nam Hai and
traveled to the Nam Hai Sea and the seafaring men prayed to the
whale every time they were in trouble. According to fishermen
along the coast of Binh Thuan, they had 12 prayers called Thap Nhi
dai nguyén. The legend told that Avalokitesvara taught them to call
for the help of Nam Hai Dai Vuong when they were in accidents™®.
Thus, the explanation of the origin of Ong fish (c4 Ong) according
to the Buddhist concept in Binh Thuan (Southern Central Coast)
and Tien Giang (Southwest region) is similar.

In addition to the altar of the god Nam Hai, there are also altars
of Lang Lai great generals (otter), Bach Ma (white horse) in the
mausoleum of Vam Lang (Go Cong Dong, Tien Giang). Because
according to local legend, otters and white horses used to help
Nguyen Anh.

In the mausoleum of Binh Thang (Binh Dai, Ben Tre), Nam Hai
is worshiped in the middle of the main sanctuary. There are altars
to worship Ta dao and Hitu xa in the two sides, the back of the
main sanctuary is dedicated to Tién su, Hau hién and Tién hién.
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The god Nam Hai is also worshiped in temples of historical
figures such as Long Thuan mausoleum (Go Cong town, Tien
Giang) dedicated to Vo Tanh, Nguyen Trung Truc temple (Rach
Gia city, Kien Giang province), Tran temple (Long Son Commune,
Vung Tau City).

The number of shrines worshiping the whale (ca 6ng) in the
Southwest region is the same in the Southeast region. For example,
there are temples in Vam Lang, Tan Thanh, Tan Phuoc (Go Cong
Dong district), in Tan Long, Dieu Hoa (My Tho city), in Hoa
Khanh (Cai Be district) in Tien Giang province. Ben Tre province
has temples in An Thuy, Bao Thanh, Tan Thuy (Ba Tri district),
Thoi Thuan, Thua Duc, Binh Thang, Vang Quoi Tay (Binh Dai
district); Thanh Phong, An Thuan, Thanh Hai (Thanh Phu district).
Tra Vinh province has temples in My Long town (Cau Ngang
district), Long Hoa commune (Chau Thanh district), etc. Soc Trang
province has temples in Trung Binh commune (Long Phu district),
Vinh Chau commune (Vinh Chau district). Bac Lieu province has
temples in Hiep Thanh commune (Bac Lieu city). Ca Mau province
has temples in Song Doc town, Khanh Binh Tay commune (Tran
Van Thoi district), Vien An commune, Phu Tan commune (Ngoc
Hien district), Khanh Hoi commune (U Minh district), Rach Cheo
commune (Phu Tan district). Although Tan An commune (Ngoc
Hien district) does not have a shrine, people hold a ceremony to
pray for fish and sing with the participation of some fishermen
from other provinces.

Kien Giang province has the most shrines for c4 6ng in the
Southwest Sea. There are shrines in Dai Kim Du (Ha Tien City),
Duong Dong, Duong To, Duong Bao, Duong Xanh, Tau Ru, Dat
Do cape (Phu Quoc district), Ha Tien, Tac Cau (Minh Hoa
commune, Chau Thanh district), Ganh cape (Tay Yen commune,
An Bien district), Son Rai island (Lai Son commune, Kien Hai
district), Tre island (Hon Tre commune, Kien Hai district), Mau
island (Nam Du commune, Kien Hai district), Ben Trong (Vinh
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Bao ward, Rach Gia city)... Nguyen Trung Truc temple in Rach Gia
city was Lang Ong communal temple before 1840. Nam Hai temple
in Hamlet 2, Hon Tre commune, Kien Hai district (Kien Giang)
also has a photo of Nguyen Trung Truc. It shows that the worship
of the natural gods has been integrated into the worship of the
human gods?°.

The Khmer people have the Chréi rumchek festival on February
14-15 of the lunar calendar. It is a festival praying for peace at Srei
Krosang Buddhist temple (Ca Sang temple, Vinh Chau commune,
Vinh Chau town, Soc Trang province) and at the grave of the whale
(cd 6ng) in Dai Bai Buddhist temple (Day Tapay Buddhist temple,
Lac Hoa commune, Vinh Chau town). It shows the cultural
exchange and transformation of the two ethnic groups through this
custom (although the Khmer community does not have a maritime
cultural tradition)*!,

The worship of ba Thay Long

An Thanh temple in An Thanh hamlet, An Thuy commune, Ba
Tri district has a tablet of the goddess “Thuy Long Thanh Mau
Thien Nuong”. There are statues of Ba Thuy and Ba Chua X in
An Thanh and An Thuan temples. The goddess of Thuy Long is
mentioned in the praying text of Ong Binh Thing mausoleum
(Binh Dai district)*2.

The temple of Ba Chua Xu is located in the Hamlet 4 (My Long
town, Cau Ngang district) also worship Co Hy Tien Phi and Thuy
Long Than Nu. In the temple, there is a sanctuary and a statue of
Thuy Long Than Nu, the praying text mentions “Ha Bong Thuy
Long Than Nit Thanh Nuong Nuong”®®.

Soc Trang province has temples worshiping Thuy Long Thanh
Mau in Long Phu, My Xuyen. They show the marine culture. The
death anniversary of Thuy Long takes place on the 5th day of the
5th lunar month. The boats of fishermen who attend the ceremony
are parked at the estuary. According to custom, before going out to
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sea, fishermen come to worship the shrine of Ba Cau and her two
sons cau Tai va cau Quy*.

In Kien Giang, people believe that Thuy Long Than Nu/ Thuy
Long Thanh Mau is a goddess with a snake body and a dragon tail,
has supreme authority over marine animals. She is the first
daughter of King Thuy Te, along with 8 brothers, each person
defends one direction. Fishermen and people who live near the
river built shrines to worship the goddess and make offerings on the
festival days of May, December, and January. The goddess Thuy
Long in the U Minh area is a version of the goddess Chua Ngoc
(Thien Y Ana), although there is a tablet “Lord Ngoc Nuong
Nuong” in the shrine, people still called Ba Thuy®®.

In the island district of Kien Hai (Kien Giang), the cult of Thien
Y Ana and her two sons transformed into other types of goddesses
such as Ba Cau, Chua Tien, Chua Ngoc, Chua Ngung Man Nuong,
and Ba Chua Thuong Dong (Ba Co Hy/Co Hy Tien Phi), Thuy
Long Thanh Phi, Ba Chua Hon. However, the most popular is the
belief of Ba Chua Xu, the goddess governs the land, rivers, seas
and protects residents?®,

The worship of Thién Y Ana

Residents of the river basin in the Southwest region strongly
believe in worshiping Ba Cau, those who do fishing, fishery
services, and trading on the river in particular so they call fishing is
the career of Ba Cau.

The book The career of Ba Cau, fishing culture in An Giang/
Nghé Ba Cdu van héa danh bat ¢ An Giang wrote that Ba Cau is
“Ba Chua Tien, Ba Chua Ngoc, Ba Chua Xu, Ba Chua Dong, Ba
Co Hi, Ba Thuy, Ba Hoa; Cau Tray and Cau Quy. They are
children of Ba Chua Ngoc, a friend of a Chinese prince who gave
birth to all gods. There is a place to worship five Ba and two Cau -
although the number of gods is different, the objects of worship are
Ba and Cau™".
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In fact, Huynh Tinh Cua did not mention Ba Cau in the
aforementioned book, he just explained the idiom “Seven Ba and
three Cau” like the content Nguyen Huu Hiep presented?é.

In addition to the legend of the origin of Thien Y Ana handed
down in Tac Cau temple as mentioned above, the legend of Dinh
Cau (Phu Quoc, Kien Giang) shows the influence of Thien Y Ana
belief from the Central region to the goddesses worship in the
South. The temple at Ong Cop cape called Dinh Cau is famous and
sacred. Inhabitants believe that they are under the rule of Thuy
Long Than Nu and they often call the goddess of the island (Ba
Chua Dao or Ba). Her husband is Dong Hai general. They have a
son, known as Ong Cau, who is unusually angry.

Although the temple is called Dinh Cau, the tablet in the main
sanctuary is written as Lord Tien Nuong Nuong (Chua Tién Nuong
Nuong). It shows the strong penetration of Thien Y Ana’s belief
into the southern land through a new form as Ba Cau’s belief. The
goddess Thuy Long in the U Minh area is a version of the goddess
Chua Ngoc (Thien Y Ana). Because people still call the goddess is
Ba Thuy although there is a tablet that says “Lord Ngoc Nuong
Nuong” (Chta Ngoc Nuong Nuong) in the shrine®®.

The legend of Ba Chua Hon in Lai Son commune (Kien Hai
district, Kien Giang province) told that a woman went to Hon
Ngang mountain to cut firewood, left her two sons at the bottom of
the mountain. The mountain god did not agree to let her cut
firewood, so he made a storm. She vowed to dedicate herself after
cutting wood. In the afternoon, the two children waited and did not
see their mother, they went to the mountain to look for their
mother, found their mother crushed by a fallen tree, they cried and
died after their mother?®®. This legend may be a version of the
legend of Thien Y Ana that has been “localized.

The worship of Thién Hgu thanh mdu

The coastal region from Ben Tre, Tra Vinh, Soc Trang, Bac Lieu
to Ca Mau, is the area with the largest number of worshiping Thien
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Hau establishments among the Chinese and Vietnamese
communities. The temples of the Chaozhou people account for
nearly two-thirds of the Thien Hau temples in the Southwest. Ben
Tre province has 4 shrines to worship Thien Hau: 1 temple in
Giong Trom district, 3 temples in Ba Tri district. Tra Vinh province
has the largest number of Thien Hau shrines in the Southwest
region with 11 temples worshiping Thien Hau and about 15-20
temples dedicated for gods and Thien Hau in Tra Vinh city and
Tieu Can, Cau Ke, Cau Ngang, Tra Cu, Chau Thanh districts,
Duyen Hai town. Soc Trang province has 16 temples for Thien
Hau, most of them are in Vinh Chau town, the rest are in Soc Trang
city, Long Phu, Chau Thanh, My Xuyen, Tran De, and Thanh Tri
districts. Bac Lieu province has 9 Thien Hau temples located in Bac
Lieu city, Gia Rai town, districts of Hoa Binh, Hong Dan, and
Dong Hai. Ca Mau province has 9 places to worship Thien Hau in
Ca Mau city, Thoi Binh, Song Doc, Phu Tan, Cai Nuoc, Dam Do,
Nam Can, Phu Tan districts?..

In the western coastal region from U Minh, over Rach Gia to Ha
Tien and Nam Du, Tho Chu and Phu Quoc archipelagos, there are
the Chinese groups living such as Chaozhou, Guangdong, Fujian.
This area has temples worshiping Thien Hau in Rach Soi, Tac Cau,
Vinh Thuan, and some male gods temples also worship Thien Hau
such as Quan De temple in Rach Gia city, and Nam Du archipelago
(Kien Giang). On Phu Quoc island, the Hainan and the Chaozhou
people built the Quan De temple in Duong Dong town, it is also
dedicated to Thien Hau. The Cantonese Chinese have Thien Hau
Palace in Rach Gia city. The Fujian Chinese have two places of
worship as Nhi Phu in Rach Gia and Quan De in Ha Tien.
Previously, the Hakka people in Ha Tien had Thien Hau temple,
but it was collapsed due to war Thien Hau so the statue was put
into Quan De temple of the Fujian people?.

The belief of Thien Hau Thanh Mau (Ba Ma Chau) plays an
important role in the Chines and Vietnamese communities in the
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Southwestern seas and islands such as the ceremony to worship
Thien Hau in Song Doc town (Ca Mau) attracting a large number of
people to attend, or in some places where a large number of
Chinese people living such as Ben Tre, Bac Lieu. Temple of Ba
Tiem Tom in An Thuy commune, Ba Tri district, Ben Tre province
worships Thien Hau Thanh Mau that organizes a very solemn
ceremony (via Ba), where there is the rich Chinese?.

The Hainan Chinese in the South also worship Thuy Vi nuong
nuong and Y Vi nuong nuong, two sea goddesses with unknown
legends. They are worshiped along with Thien Hau Thanh Mau.
People believe that these three sea goddesses bless the Hainan
Chinese to immigrate by sea, or fish, trade.

The worship of the goddess Kim Giao

The goddess of Khmer origin was associated with the
reclamation of Cua Can land in Phu Quoc, Kien Giang province. In
the beginning, people on the island planted rice, she sent people to
the mainland to buy about 50 buffaloes to reclaim Phuoc Loc area.
The legend is told as follows: An Annamite woman named Kim
Giao, very wealthy, lived in Phu Quoc with the Cambodian and
Annamite servants she hired. This new immigrated area is called
Phuoc Loc (Cua Can). People started to grow rice from the
beginning because the land was fertile. She sent some of her
servants inland to buy buffalo. About 50 buffaloes were moved to
Phuoc Loc. People used them to reclaim large areas of land. Kim
Giao never left the island and died in Phuoc Loc at the age of 70. A
few days before she died, she called all the servants and said that
“I will leave you all my wealth, however, you promise me that after
my death, please release my buffaloes goes to the mountains, and
do not grow anything on my rice fields”.

Currently, there are rice fields on the island that people call Ba
rice fields (Pong Ba). People in Phu Quoc respect her very much and
consider her as a pioneer to reclaim the island, and the worshiping
text of Cua Can communal temple also mentions her name.
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Kim Giao Than Nu Palace is located next to Ong Bon Palace,
Nam Hai Mausoleum, faces Cua Can river. Every year, the people
of Phu Quoc celebrate Ba’s ceremony on the 15th day of the 11th
lunar month. During the annual Nghinh Ong ceremony at the Nam
Hai mausoleum on December 24-25 of the lunar calendar, a

procession her tablet to the mausoleum to worship”?,

The belief of the goddess Kim Giao is considered as the worship
of the founder of the village (the early days of reclamation in Phu
Quoc with Khmer origins).

The worship of Ba Cé Hy

The Lord Dong Nuong Nuong (Bo Bo Dai Vuong), a Cham
goddess, originated from Central Vietnam, protects the forest
profession. This worship was from Binh Thuan by sea to Ba Ria -
Vung Tau, so coastal areas such as Loc An commune, Dat Do
district, Ba Ria, Can Gio have shrines to worship the goddess. The
ceremony day is on March 15 of the lunar calendar. The Lord Dong
Nuong Nuong is mentioned in the liturgy at Dinh Co (Long Hai)%.

About Ba Co Hy, Vuong Hong Sen wrote that “The name of a
goddess in Ba Ria area, in the past, people were afraid, did not dare
to call her name”?. The Lady Co Hy temple is located on Co
Mountain (Ba Ria), commonly known as Dinh Co.

In Tra Vinh, the Lady is often known as Ba Co Hy, Co Hy Tien
Phi, the name is written the worship text as Thuong Dong Co Hy
Thanh Nuong Nuong. In the shrine of Co Hy in Ba Dong, the statue
of Thuong Dong Co Hy is placed to the left of the altar to worship
the Lord Nguyen Nhung.

According to Son Nam, this custom was recorded in Dai Nam
Nhat Thong Chi (Binh Thuan province), Tra Vinh sea area has the
land named Ba Dong, it is evidence that the first people who went
to reclaim this sea came from Binh Thuan and they brought this
custom.
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In Tra Vinh, people believed that Ba Co Hy Thuong Dong
Nuong Nuong supports fishermen to catch fish in the sea. The
temple in the sea area of Ba Dong hamlet, Truong Long Hoa
commune, Duyen Hai district, Tra Vinh province is called Ba Co
Hy palace, it was built a long time ago.

Ba Co Hy palace also worships Trieu Thi Trinh. Legend told
that: in the past, there were 2 decrees of the King for Trieu Thi
Trinh and her brother Trieu Quoc Dat. These decrees drifted from
the North due to a big storm North. As a result, people returned
them to the sea but they drifted again. People went to Thanh Hoa
and took the model of Trieu Thi Trinh’s temple to build and
worship.

In the temple of Ba Co Hy, there are statues of Ba Co Hy, Ba
Chua Xu, Ba Thuy, and Ba Hoa. Ba Chua Xu temple in Cau Ngang
town also worships Lady Co Hy?'. In Tra Vinh, there are 10 shrines
or used to be shrines to worship Ba Chua Dong, Ba Co Hy. These
shrines are mainly in coastal communes?.

On the waters of Kien Hai district, Kien Giang province, Ba
Chua Thuong/ Ba Chua Thuong Dong is worshiped in a cave on
Lai Son commune (Son Rai island) 2°. Hon Tre commune has the
temple of Ba Chua Thuong Dong, which is also known as Ba Chua
Hon by the people here®.

Conclusion

The folk beliefs in the Southwest Coast show cultural exchanges
and acculturation among ethnic groups such as the Viet, the Cham,
the Chinese, and the Khmer. They are not only absorbed from the
Central region’s culture like the worship of Dai Can and Ca Ong,
but they are also influenced by the Cham and the Chinese culture.
The external cultural and spiritual factors such as Thien Hau, Ba Co
Hy, Ba Kim Giao have been strongly “localized” and modified to
suit the residents’ minds. In which, the most prominent is the belief
in goddesses with diverse and vivid expressions through legends,
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rituals, and worship facilities. Historical factors have also affected
the spirituality of the coastal communities there to create a spiritual
life to balance, help them to hold on and thrive in new lands. Thus,
the picture of folk beliefs there has contributed to the rich colors in
the spiritual life of the inhabitants of the Vietnamese sea and
islands in general and the Southern Seas and islands in particular.

NOTES:

1

Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song xa hi - kinh té vin héa ciia ngu dan va
cw déan ving bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of fishermen
and residents in the Southern Sea region), Nxb. Pai hoc Quéc gia Thanh phé
Ho Chi Minh, pp. 20, 31, 38, 39; Nguyén Poan Bao Tuyén (2006), Vin héa
Mg Xk VGi moi truong séng medc Ciia ngueoi Viét mién Tay Nam Bg (Culture
of behavior towards the river environment of the Vietnamese in the
Southwest region), Luan van thac si chuyén nganh Van hoa hoc, Truong Dai
hoc Khoa hoc X hoi va Nhan van Tp. Ho Chi Minh, p. 23.

Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song xa héi - kinh té van héa ciia ngu
ddn va cuw dan vimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, pp. 56-57.

Tran Diing, Pang Tan Buc (2012), Dién mao van héa tin nguéng va 1é
hoi dan gian Tra Vinh (Culture, folk beliefs and festivals of Tra Vinh),
Nxb. Vin héa - Thong tin, Ha Néi, pp. 367-368.

Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song xa héi - kinh té van héa ciia ngu
ddn va cuw dan vimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, p.379.

Duong Hoang Loc (2010), “Tin ngudng tho ba Thay cua cong dong ngu
dan An Thay, huyén Ba Tri, tinh Bén Tre (Belief in worshiping Ba Thuy
of An Thuy fishing community in Ba Tri district, Ben Tre province)”,
Ngusn sang dan gian, No.2, p.63.

Nguy&n Thi Diép Mai (2011), Sdc thdi vin héa séng nweéc ving U Minh
(Features of river culture in the U Minh region), Nxb. Dan tri, Ha Ni,
pp.193-196.

Nguyén Thi Diép Mai (2011), Sdc thdi vin héa séng nwéc vang U Minh
(Features of river culture in the U Minh region), ibid, pp.177-178.
Nguyén Chi Bén (1997), Tim hiéu mét sé hién twong van héa din gian
Bén Tre (Research on some folklore phenomena in Ben Tre), Nxb. Khoa
hoc x& hoi, Ha Noi, p. 48.



130 Religious Studies. V9. 3&4 — 2021

9 Toan Anh (1993), Nép ci Héi hé dinh dim (Traditional Festivals,
Customs), Quyén ha, Nxb. Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, pp. 131-133. V¢ sau,
Lé Quang Nghiém trong Tuc tho clng cia ngw phii Khdnh Hoa (Sai Gon,
1970) ciing ghi lai mot truyén thuyét twong tu nhu vay. B sach trén caa
Toan Anh duoc in lan dau & Sai Gon vao nim 1969, do Nam Chi ting
thu xuét ban.

10 Nguyén Thanh Loi (2015), Tin nguwéng the thuiy than ¢ Nam Bé (Belief in
worshiping the Water god in the South), Nxb. Khoa hoc x& héi, Ha Noi,
pp. 39-46. Many religious establishments in the Southwest region,
especially communal temples in Soc Trang, Ca Mau, Hau Giang, Kien
Giang, Tien Giang, and Long An, etc.. worship Nguyen Trung Truc.

11 Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song x& hi - kinh té van héa cia ngw
ddn va cuw dan vimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, pp. 416, 372.

12 Dwong Hoang Loc (2008), Vin héa tin nguong cua cong dong ngw ddn
ven bién Bén Tre (Culture and beliefs of the fishing community in the
coastal area of Ben Tre), Luan van thac si Van hoa hoc, Truong Dai hoc
Khoa hoc X& hoi va Nhan van Tp. H6 Chi Minh, pp. 47, 49, 83, 141, 155.

13 Tran Diing - Dang Tan Buc (2012), Dién mao van héa tin nguéng va lé
hoi dan gian Tra Vinh (Culture, folk beliefs and festivals of Tra Vinh),
Nxb. Van hoa Thong tin, Ha Noi, pp. 367-368, 389-391.

14 Nhiéu tac gia (2012), Pia chi Séc Trang (Chorography of Soc Trang),
Nxb. Chinh tri Quéc gia, Ha Noi, pp. 810-812.

15 Nguyén Diép Mai (2011), Sdc thdi vin héa séng meéc ving U Minh
(Features of river culture in the U Minh region), ibid, pp. 172, 177-178.

16 Nhiéu tac gia (2008), Nhiing vdn dé kinh té, van hoa, xa héi ¢ huyén Kién
Hdi, tinh Kién Giang (Economic, cgltural and social issues in Kien Hai
district, Kien Giang province), Ky yéu hoi thao khoa hoc, Khoa Nhén hoc,
Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc X4 hoi va Nhan van Tp. H5 Chi Minh, p.151.

17 Nguy&n Hitu Hiép (2015), Nghé Ba Cdu vin héa danh bat ¢ An Giang
(Ba Cau’s occupation, fishing culture in An Giang), Nxb. Khoa hoc xa
hoi, Ha Naéi, p. 17.

18 Nguyén Thanh Loi (2015), Theo dong vin héa dan gian (folk culture).
Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi, p. 27.

19 Nguyén Diép Mai (2011), Sdc thdi van héa séng nwéc ving U Minh
(Features of river culture in the U Minh region), ibid, p. 172, 177-178.



Nguyén Thanh Lgi. Folk Religions in the Southweat Sea Region... 131

20 Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song xa héi - kinh té vin héa ciia ngur
ddn va cuw dan viimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, p. 389.

21 Nguyén Ngoc Tho (2017), Tin nguwéng Thién Hdu ving Tay Nam B¢
(Belief of Thien Hau in the Southwest region), Nxb. Chinh tri Quéc gia,
Ha Noi, pp. 91, 92, 94, 96, 99, 101.

22 Nguyén Ngoc Tho (2017), Tin nguéng Thién Hau ving Tay Nam Bé
(Belief of Thien Hau in the Southwest region), ibid, p.104.

23 Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song x& hgi - kinh té vin héa ciia ngue
dan va cuw dan viimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, pp. 408-409.

24 Nguyén Binh Phuong Thao, Nguyén Thanh Loi (2016), Tin ngudng dan
gian Pha Quac (Folk beliefs of Phu Quoc), Nxb. Tong hgp Thanh phé Hb
Chi Minh, pp. 69-70.

25 Nguyén Thanh Loi (2015), “Tin ngudng thd Ba C6 Hy” (Belief in
worshiping Ba Co Hy), Phat trién kinh té-xa hgi Ba Nang, No. 69, pp.
48-54.

26 Vuong Hong Sén (1993), Tw vi tieng Viét mién Nam (Southern
Vietnamese phonemes), Nxb. Van héa, Ha Néi, p.325.

27 Hoang Tuin, Lau Ba Co Hy (Ba Co Hy'’s Palace), B&o Van héa Tra Vinh,
http://www.dulichtravinh.com.vn/index.php/du-lich/cac-diem-tham-
quan/577-lau-ba-co-hy.

28 Tran Diing, Tin nguong tho Mdu va 1é héi miéu ¢ Tra Vinh (Mother
Goddess Worship and Temple Festival in  Tra Vinh),
http://vanchuongviet.org/index.php?comp=tacpham&action=detail &id=2
072

29 Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song x& héi - kinh té van héa ciia nguw
ddn va cu dan vung bien Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), ibid, p. 400.

30 bang b6 huyén Kién Hai (2010), Lich si huyén Kién Hai (History of
Kien Hai district), p. 36.

REFFERENCES

1. V& Thanh Bang (cha bién) (2008), Tin ngwéng dan gian ¢ thanh pho Ho
Chi Minh (Folk beliefs in Ho Chi Minh City), Nxb. Dai hoc Quéc gia
Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh.


http://www.dulichtravinh.com.vn/index.php/du-lich/cac-diem-tham-quan/577-lau-ba-co-hy
http://vanchuongviet.org/index.php?comp=tacgia&action=detail&id=511

132 Religious Studies. V9. 3&4 — 2021

2. Tran Hong Lién (chu bién) (2004), Céng dong ngw ddn Viét ¢ Nam Bg
(Vietnamese fishing community in the South of Vietnam), Nxb. Khoa hoc
xa hoi, Ha Noi.

3. Nguyén Thanh Loi (2014), Tin nguéng dan gian nhiing goc nhin (Folk
beliefs from different perspectives), Nxb. Thoi dai, Ha Noi.

4. Nguy@n Thanh Loi (2014), Mét goc nhin vé van héa bién (A perspective
on marine culture), Nxb. Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.

5. Nguyén Thanh Loi (2015), Tin nguong tho thiy than ¢ Nam Bg (Belief in
worshiping the Water god in the South), Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Néi.

6. Nguyén Ngoc Tho (2017), Tin nguwéng Thién Hdu ving Tay Nam B¢
(Belief of Thien Hau in the Southwest region), Nxb. Chinh tri Quéc gia,
Ha Noi.

7. Huynh Ngoc Trang (chu bién) (2012), S6 tay hanh huwong dat phuong
Nam (The Southern Land Pilgrimage Handbook), Nxb. Van hoa dan tdc,
Ha Noi.

8. Ta Chi Pai Truong (2000), Than, nguoi va dat Viét (Gods, people and
Vietnamese land) (ban méi, c6 stra chta), Tap chi Van hoc Xuat ban,
Califonia, USA.

9. Phan Thi Yén Tuyét (2014), Poi song xa hgi - kinh té van héa cia ngu
ddn va cuw dan vimg bién Nam B¢ (Social- economic and cultural life of
fishermen and residents in the Southern Sea region), Pai hoc Quéc gia
Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.



