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NHO GIAO VIET NAM VA VAN HOA DONG A 

KHAI NIEM "THANH" CUA NHO GIAO 
TRONG UCH Sir TU TLfdNG Vl&r NAM 

NGUYEN MINH TUC)NG (*) 

Thd nhdt, bdi viet trinh bdy sii hinh thdnh vd npi dung cua khdi niem "thdnh" cua Nho gido 

thong qua tii tiidng ve "thdnh" cua mot so'bde dai Nho Trung Quo'c trong mpt so'kinh dien cua 

Nho hpc. Tren cd sd do, thii hai, bdi viet trinh bdy vd phdn tich dnh hiidng cua khdi niem 

"thdnh" trong lich sd tii tiidng Viet Nam thong qua tii tiidng cua mpt so giidng mat tieu bieu 

trong lich sd tii tiidng Viet Nam; dd Id Chu Vdn An, Nguyin Trdi, Le Quy Don, Ngo Thi Nhdm, 

Cao Bd Quat, Phan Chdu Trinh vd Ho Chi Minh. 

ho giao la mdt hgc thuyet ehfnh tri 

va dao dUc do Khdng Tvf (551 - 479 

' TCN.) sang lap, da cd anh hudng rat 

Idn va lau dai trong ddi sd'ng chfnh tri, 

van hda - xa hdi, phong tuc tap quan... 

eiia cac nUdc phUdng Ddng. Trong qua 

trinh tdn tai va phat trien, Nho giao da 

de xua't kha nhieu nhiing khai niem, nhU 

nhan, trf, diing, le, nghia, thanh, tfn, v.v. 

nhim tao nen nhiing bac quan tvf, nhUng 

nha cai tri mau miic giiip cho qud'c phii, 

binh cUdng, dan an... 

Theo svf sach, Nho giao da du nhap vao 
Viet Nam tii nhiing the ky d iu Cdng 
nguyen. Tuy nhien, dUdi thdi Bie thudc, 
cac tfn dieu ciia dao Nho chUa cd anh 
hudng la bao trong ddi sd'ng ngUdi dan 
Viet Nam cU trii trong cac lang xa. Phai 
tdi khi Viet Nam gianh dUdc quyen ddc 
lap, tu chu vao the ky X va nha't la, sau 
sii kien nam 1070 thanh lap Van mieu d 
Kinh dd Thang Long de phung thd DUc 
Khdng Tii va cac bac Tien hien dao Nho, 

thi Nho giao mdi thiic svf cd inh hudng 
manh tdi ddi sd'ng chfnh tri - xa hdi cua 
Viet Nam. De'n khoang giiia the ky XV, 
vdi svf tri vi ciia dng vua hung tai, dai 
lUdc rat de cao Nho hgc la Le Thanh Tdng 
(1460-1497) va tvf dd trd di, Nho giao da 
trd thanh qud'c giao cua trieu dinh phong 
kien Viet Nam. TU day, viec xay dvfng he 
thd'ng phap luat, viec td chUe quan lai tU 
trieu dinh trung Udng den cac dia 
phUdng, viec giao due, dao tao va tuyen 
Ilia nhan tai... cua trieu dinh phong kien 
Viet Nam deu lay cac tfn dieu Nho giao 
lam chuan miic. 

Trong bai viet nay, chiing tdi chi tim hieu 
mdt khai niem quan trgng cua Nho giao la 
khai niem "thdnh" (M) va anh hUdng ciia nd 
trong lich svf tU tudng Viet Nam. 

L Sii hinh thanh va noi dung cua 
khai niem ^^thdnh" ciia Nho giao 

"Thdnh" (M) la mdt pham tru triet hgc 

(*) Pho giao su, tien si, Vien Sir hpc, Vien Khoa hpc 
xa hpi ViQt Nam. 
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quan trgng cua Nho giao. Nghia gd'c ciia 

"thdnh" la ehan thvfc, that tha, chi ndi 

nang, xvf sii va hanh ddng diing din, ehan 

chfnh, khdng xing bay, thanh that khdng 

dd'i tra, lifa Igc. 

Trong sach Luan ngd (M fp), Khdng 

Tvf tuy chUa de cap tdi khai niem "thdnh", 

nhung dng da neu ra: "Ngon trung tin, 

hdnh ddc kinh" (to ^. JB' ff B %k), nghia 

la: Ndi thi trung tfn, lam thi ddc Idng 

kfnh can (Ludn ngd - Ve Linh cong); hoae 

"Ddc tin hieu hgc, thu td thien dg.o" (H 'ft' 

^f ^ 'T ^ # i t ) , nghia la: Doc Idng tin 

theo Dao va ham hgc, tha chet de gifl trgn 

Dao (Ludn ngd - Thdi Bd)... Theo dd, cd 

the ndi, Khdng Tvf da de cap den ndi dung 

ed ban ham chUa trong khai niem 

"thdnh". Trong thien Qudn dg.o, sach 

Thuye't uyen cUng ed ghi Idi Khd'ng Tvf 

ndi: "Chu cong ddi ky hdnh hda nhi thien 

hg. thuan chi, ky thdnh chi hy", nghia la: 

Chu cdng mang minh ra thi hanh giao 

hda ma thien ha thuan theo, long thanh 

ay da de'n tdt bac. NhUng, cac nha nghien 

cUu cho ring, day chUa chic da la Idi 

nguyen ven cua Khd'ng Tvf. 

Trung dung (^ 1^) va Manh Td ( ^ ^ ) 

mdi thvfc sU nang khai niem "thdnh" (M) 

len t im mdt pham tru triet hgc. Saeh 

Trung dung vd'n la ten mdt thien (thien thvf 

31) trong 49 thien cua sach Li ky (M M), 

sau dUdc tach ra thanh mot trong Td 

thii(l) (E § ) , trd thanh kinh dien cua Nho 

gia. Sach nay tUdng truyen la tac pham 

cua Tvf Tu (=?- S ) , tUc Khd'ng Cap (438-402 

TCN.), la chau dfch tdn cua Khdng Tvf. 

Trung dung tap trung ban ve khai niem 

"thdnh" d cac chUdng 20, 21, 25 va 26. 

Theo Tii Tu, "thdnh" vifa la mot pham 

tru dao dUc, vifa cd y nghia ban the luan 
va nhan thiic lu^n. Ong viet: "Thdnh gid, 
thien chi Dao dd, Thdnh chi gid, nhdn chi 
Dao dd. Thdnh gid, bdt mien nhi trung; 
bdt tii nhi ddc; thung dung Trung dao; 
Thdnh nhdn dd. Thdnh chi gid, trg.ch 
thien chi cd chap chi gid dd" (W, ^ ^ ^ 

# ITi] 0 lA :^ # til), nghia la: Thanh vdn 
la Dao ciia Trdi. Mudn dat dUdc svf thanh 
thiie la Dao ciia ngUdi, thanh [cua Trdi] la 
khdng phai mien cUdng ciing tvf nhien 
thfch hdp, khdng phai suy nghi gi cung tvf 
nhien cd dUdc, cvf ung dung ma hdp vdi 
Dao, chi cd Thanh nhan mdi dUdc the. 
Cdn dat tdi thanh [bing thvfc tien] thi 
phai chgn lay dieu thien ma kien tri co' 
gifl (Trung dung - ChUdng 20). Ong cho 
r ing, "thdnh" dao Trdi vdi "thdnh" dao 
ngUdi vifa khae nhau, viia thd'ng nhat vdi 
nhau. Dao ngUdi thdng qua svf tu dUdng, 
khie ky gd minh b ing "Tii thdnh", "Chi 
thdnh", ma dat dUdc tdi cdi dao dv(c 
"thdnh", thien nhan hdp nhat. Ong viet: 
"Duy thien hg, chi thdnh vi ndng tan ky 
tinh. Ndng tan ky tinh, tdc ndng tan 
nhdn chi tinh. Ndng tan nhdn chi tinh, 
tdc ndng tan vat chi tinh. Ndng tan vat 
chi tinh, tdc khd dl tdn thien dia chi hoa 
due. Khd dl tdn thien dia chi hoa due, tac 
khd dl dd thien dia tham hy" ("H ^ T S 

W m ^\^Xn^i'k # ^ ) , nghia la: Chi c6 
ngUdi cd dUdc diic "thdnh" td'i cao trong 

(1) Tii thil: gom Luan ngii (iit ffg), Trung dung 
(+)S), Dai hpc {X ^-), Manh tii ( ^ 7 ) . 
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thien ha mdi ed the the hien dUdc het cai 
ban tfnh [thien phii] cua minh. The' hien 
dUde het ban tfnh eua minh thi phat huy 
dUde het ban tfnh cua ngUdi. Phat huy 
dUde het b in tfnh ciia ngUdi mdi phat huy 
dUdc het ban tfnh cua vat. Phat huy dUde 
het ban tfnh ciia vat thi cd the giiip cho 
svf hda due ciia Trdi Dat. Giiip eho svf hda 
due cua Trdi Dat mdi cd the cving vdi Trdi 
Dat dUng sanh lam ba vay (Trung dung — 
ChUdng 22). Ong nhan manh t im quan 
trgng ciia "thdnh" dd'i vdi viec tu dudng 
dao dfle cua con ngUdi: "Tii thdnh minh, 
vi chi tinh. TU minh thdnh, vi chi gido. 
Thdnh, tdc minh hy. Minh, tdc thdnh hy" 

( i M m ti z t4 s m M m z $k u w\ m 
Bfl M ni. ^ ) , nghia la: Do ndi tam ehan 
thanh ma sang td dUdc svf ly, dd ggi la 
ban tfnh [tien thien]. Do sang td svf ly ma 
trd nen ehan thanh, dd ggi la giao hda 
[hau thien]. Chan thanh thi nha't dinh se 
sang td dUdc svf ly, sang td dUde svf ly 
ciing nhat dinh se ehan thanh (Trung 
dung - ChUdng 21). 

Sau nay, Manh Tvf, ngUdi tiep nd'i tU 
tudng cua Tvf Tu, cung ndi: "Thdnh gid, 
Thien chi dgo dd. Tii thdnh gid, nhdn chi 
dgo dd" (tJt ^ ^ : t i t til g M ^ A : t i t 
til), nghia la: Thanh la Dao cua Trdi. Tvf 
lam cho minh trd thanh thanh thvfc la dao 
cua ngUdi (Manh Td - Ly Lau ThUdng). O 
day, chung ta thay, Manh Tvf da ke thUa 
tu tudng ndi tren cua Tii TU, deu coi 
"thdnh" vUa la "Thien chi Dgo", lai vUa 
giai thfch la cdi cua Thanh nhan. Theo 
Manh Tii, ngUdi quan tvf vi d ben trong cd 
sin cai "thdnh" (cd khi dng coi dd la khf 
Hao nhien to f.K 2. M.), cho nen tam hdn 
liic nao cung thanh than, an lac: "Van vdt 
giai bi li ngd, phdn thdn nhi thdnh lac 

mac dai yen" ( S t l '^ ft St f̂  S t (fJ! sl 
^ ^ % M), nghia la: Van vat diy du d 
trong ta, quay ve minh ma thanh that vdi 
minh, thi khdng gi vui thii hdn vay -
Manh Tvf). 

Tuan Tvf, vao cud'i thdi Chien Qud'c 
(479-221 TCN.), da ke thUa va phat huy 
tu tudng ciia cac Nho gia tien bd'i cung 
cho ring, "thdnh" vUa la nguyen t ic cd 
ban de tu than, dUdng tam, vUa la quy 
luat van hanh bien hda eua tvf nhien. Ong 
ndi: "Qudn td diidng tdm, mac thien li 
thdnh" (© ^ # 'i:> ^ # n U), nghia la: 
NgUdi quan tvf nudi dUdng tam minh, 
khdng gi cin thie't hdn dfle thanh that -
Tudn Td). Hdae dng cdn ndi: "Phu thdnh 
gid, qudn td chi sd thu dd, nhi chinh sii 
chi bdn dd" ( ^ M # S ^ : ^ m ' ^ t i l i f l J 
ik 9- Z ^ til), nghia la: "thdnh" la dieu 
ngUdi quan tvf phi i gifl gin va la cai gd'c 
ciia chfnh svf vay - Tudn Td). Tham chf, 
Tuan Tvf cdn nhan manh rang: "Bien hda 
dai hiing... Td thdi bdt ngon nhi bdch 
tinh ky yen, phd thd hdu thiidng, dl chi 
ky thdnh gid dd" (@ it ^ m m i^ ^ m 

m S ii^n M ̂  it^ '.r; ix m n ni^ ^ 
iil), nghia la: Bien ddi thay nhau ndi len... 
bdn mua khdng ndi gi ma tram hg mong d 
dd, dd la do hflu thudng va tuyet dd'i 
thanh thvfc vay - Tudn Td). 

Ly Cao ddi Dudng (618-907) coi "thdnh" 
la cdi tinh t h in cua thanh nhan. Ong ndi: 
"Thdnh gid, Thdnh nhdn chi tinh dd, tich 
nhien bdt dong, qudng dai thanh minh, 
chieu ho Thien Dia, cam nhi togi thong 
thien hg, chi cd, hdnh chi ngd mac, v6 bdt 
xii li ciic dd" (M # l i A : t 'tt til S m ^ 
%mi^ t̂ - 13̂  m ^ ^ i & a i f i J i i i i ^ T 

Zi^n ± te ^ ^ St # til), nghia 
la: "Thdnh" la ban tfnh cua Thanh nhan, 
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lang le bat ddng, rdng Idn trong sang, soi 
vao Trdi Dat, cam ma thdng vdi mgi viec 
trong thien ha, ngflng hanh ddng, im Idi 
ndi, khdng cai gi khdng d vao tot dinh -
(Phuc tinh thii). 

Chu Ddn Di thdi Bie Td'ng (960-1126) 
eflng coi "thdnh" la ban tfnh cua Thanh 
nhan. Ong ndi: "Thdnh gid, Thdnh nhdn 
chi bdn. Dai tai cdn nguyen, vg,n vdt tii 
thd, thdnh chi nguyen dd" (M ^ Is A ^ 

^ X ^%t 7tm ^ '& itn z m tii), 
nghia la: Thanh la cai gd'c cua bac Thanh 
nhan. Ldn thay Dao Idn ciia can, van vat 
sinh ra d dd, thanh la ngudn gd'c vay -
(Thong thii). Trinh Di cung cho r ing: 
"Thdnh gid, ly chi thiic nhien, tri nhdt 
nhi bdt khd dich gid dd" (M ^ M. Z U. tK 
iJC - tffi ^ oj a # til), nghia la: Thanh 
la cai le thvfc, la cai dat tdi duy nhat 
khdng the thay dd'i dUdc (Kinh thuyet). 

Chu Hy thdi Nam Td'ng (1126-1279) 
ciing giai thfch chfl "thdnh" nhU sau: 
"Thanh gia ehan thvfc vd vdng chi vi, 
thien ly chi ban nhien" (M ^ K 5? ^, $ 
Z m ^ m Z ^ « ) , nghia la: Thanh tflc 
la ehan thiic dung din, khdng ndi nang 
bay ba, la le Trdi vd'n nhU vay - (Trung 
dung chiidng cd). Qua dd, chung ta thay, 
Trinh - Chu mudn nhap quy luat tvf nhien 
vdl nguyen t ic dao dUc cua minh. 

Vudng Phu Chi vao giao thdi Minh 
(1368-1644), Thanh (1644-1911) cho ring, 
"thdnh" tile la "Thien Dia hdu ky ly" ( ^ 
ite W S Ji), nghia la: Trdi Dat cd cai ly 
cua nd, va dng nhan manh: "Thien Dia 
thiic nhien, v6 nhdn vi nhdn nguy dd" (^ 
M ^ f.^, M XM A^ til), nghia la: Trdi 
Dat qua that la nhu vay, khdng cd svf bay 
dat ciia ngUdi. Cho nen, theo VUdng Phu 
Chi, "thdnh" la ndi td'ng quat van ly, la 

"Udc thien hq, chi ly nhi vd bdt tan, qudn 
vq,n sii chi trung nhi v6 bdt thong dd" (tt'H 

^Tzmmm^m.MM0Z^m^, 
^ i l til), nghia la: Riit ggn cai ly cua 
thien ha khdng thieu mdt thfl gi, xuyen 
sudt gifla mudn viec, ma chang cd gi 
khdng thdng sud't vay (Doc Td thii dai 
todn thuye't — Quyen 3). Ngoai ra, trong 
cac tac pham ciia minh, ddi khi, dng cdn 
dung chfl "thiic hdu" ( S W) de giai thfch 
"thdnh": "Phu thdnh gid, thiic hdu gid dd. 
Tien hdu sd thuy, hdu hdu sd chung dd. 
Thiic hdu gid, thien hg, chi cong hdu dd" 

(^m ^ m ^ urn ^ m y^ '\%^ m ^ ^ 
^ W # ^ T :t 1̂  ^ til), nghia la: 
Thanh tflc la cai "thiic co". TrUdc cd chd 
bat diu, sau cd chd ket thuc. "Thiic cd' 
tflc la thien ha deu cd cdng chung vay -
(Thiidng thii ddn nghia - quyen 3). 

Qua nhflng dieu trinh bay khai quat 
tren day, chung ta thay "thdnh" la mot 
pham tru triet hgc quan trgng dUde cac 
bac dai Nho cua Trung Hoa ban tdi lien 
tuc trong khoang 2500 nam hinh thanh 
va phat trien ciia Nho giao. Dieu dd co 
nghia la, cung vdi khai niem: nhan ( t ) -
hat nhan ly luan cua he thd'ng tU tudng 
cua Khd'ng giao; nghia (^ ) ; l i (W), v.v. 
"thanh" (M) cung tflng dUdc cac nha tvf 
tudng dudi thdi phong kien cua Viet Nam 
tie'p nhan va sfl dung trong cac tac pham 
cua minh. 

II. Anh hvfctog cua khai niem "thdnh" 
trong lich suf tif Uicing Viet Nam 

0 day, chung tdi khdng the d in ra tat 
ca nhflng nha tU tudng, nhflng tac gia Viet 
Nam tie'p thu va ban ve khai niem "thdnh" 
trong cac tac pham cua hg. Do vay, chiing 
tdi chi xin diem qua mdt vai gUdng mat 
tieu bieu, cd nhflng ddng gdp nhat dinh 
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trong lich sfl tU tUdng Viet Nam. 
Trudc het, chung ta phai ke de'n Chu 

Van An (1292 -1370), dng dUde gidi nha 
Nho thud xUa tdn xUng la "Nam qude 
Nho ton" (Bac nha Nho dUde tdn trgng 
eua nUdc Nam). Hgc gia Le Quy Ddn tdn 
xUng Chu Van An la "ngUdi trong treo, 
cUng ran, eao thUdng, thanh liem, cd 
phong do nhu si quan tfl ddi Tay Han"(2), 
la "bae si phu thanh cao nha't" trong 
thien ha. Chu Van An cd nhieu tac pham 
ldn, nhU: Thdt tram sd, Tieu dn thi tap, 
Tiiu dn qude ngd thi tap, Td thii thuye't 
tide. NhUng cho de'n nay, cac tac pham 
ndi tren deu that truyen, mdi chi tim 
dUdc 12 bai thd trong Todn Viet thi luc. 
Trong cac tac pham cdn lai cua minh, 
mac du Chu Van An khdng ban triic tie'p 
de'n khai niem "thdnh", nhUng dng cd 
nhieu cau thd ndi de'n cac pham chat gin 
gui vdi khai niem ay. Chu Van An thudng 
ngu y trong nhflng hinh anh "co vdn", "co 
tinh" de ndi len tam Idng thanh tinh, 
ehan that cua minh: Thdn dd co vdn 
triidng luyen tu. Tdm dong cd tinh bdt 
sinh lan (Than ta cung dam may cd ddn 
mai mai Iflu luyen hoc nui. Ldng gidng 
nhu mat gie'ng cd chang he gdn sdng). 

Neu Chu Van An chUa sfl dung khai 
niem "thdnh", thi Nguyen Phi Khanh da 
ban tdi mdt each trvfe tiep. Nguyen Phi 
Khanh (1355-1428) la than phu eua vi 
anh hung dan tdc, dai thi hao Nguyen 
Trai. Trong bai Gidp Ty Hq hqn, Hdu sdc 
chii Ig ddo vu, vi dao nhi tien vu (Mua Ha 
nam Giap Ty (1384), han han\ Vua cd sic 
cho cac Id ciu mUa, ehUa ciu trdi da 
mUa), dng viet: 

"Thinh tgi qude tiidng hdnh thinh ddo 

Sd hoa ddn di thiep hoan tdm. 

"itifo -iW, \V'' iViJ .\\ •> l .V. 

Ti thi bgc uong hd dung gid, 

Chi thdnh cam trieu cd do cam (kim)". 
Dich nghia: 

"Qude gia s ip lam l i thinh tdi de ciu 
mUa trgng the(3) 

Trdi mdi dem lai khf hda(4), dan da 
tham khap niem vui . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chang phai dung lam gi cai li dUa mot 
than hinh giy edm ra phdi ngoai chd(5). 

Tfl xUa den nay, chi cd ldng chi thdnh 
la cam den trdi". 

Nguyin Trai (1380-1442) la nha van 
hda, nha tU tUdng, dai thi hao cua dan tgc 
Viet Nam. Tu tudng cua Nguyin Trai la 
svf hda quyen, ket tinh cao nhat cua tinh 
hoa dan tdc Viet Nam vdi tinh hoa nhan 
loai d the ky XV. Cdng hien quan trgng ve 
mat tu tudng triet hgc ciia Nguyen Trai 
l i d chd, ong chfnh la ngUdi d iu tien tdng 
ket chu nghia nhdn di Viet Nam tfl thvfc 
tien chien dau: "Dl dai nghia nhi thdng 
hung tdn; Dl chi nhdn nhi dich ciidng 
bao" (Dem dai nghia thang hung tan, lay 
chf nhan thay cUdng bao); "Nhdn nghia 

(2) Le Quy Don. Toan tap, t,2, Kien vdn tieu luc. 

Nxb Khoa hpc Xa hpi. Ha Npi. 1977, tr.257, 258. 

(3) Quan niem xUa cho rang, han han la do, trdi 

giang tpi xuong nhan gian, va ngiidi triJ6c het phai 

chiu cai tpi do la Vua. Cho nen, cau nay noi trong 

niidc sap lam le cau miia trpng the de xin chiu tpi 

vdi trdi. 

(4) Vua chiu tpi vdi trdi thi diipc nhan hoa, nhan 

dan tham khap niem vui. 

(5) Biia thdn hinh gay com ra phai (bpc uong): Day 

la nghi le c iu mUa thdi xUa. Sach Le Kinh co cau: 

"Thien cdu bdt uu, ngo due boc uong nhi he nhiiac", 

nghia la: Trdi lau khong miia, ta muo'n dem than 

hinh gay com ra phdi nftng, mong trdi thiidng xot 

miia xuong. , _ ,_- , . 
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chi cd, yeu tqi an ddn" (Viec nhan nghia 
ed't d yen dan). Ldng thUdng dan, mong 
Udc sU am no, cdng bang cho dan, chien 
dau cho "nen thdi binh mudn thud' ciia 
nhan dan va To qud'c la nhflng dieu cd ve 
ddn gian va binh di, nhflng dd lai chfnh la 
eai cao ca cua tU tudng nhan van Nguyen 
Trai. De dat dUdc nhflng dieu tren, theo 
Nguyin Trai, bac si dai phu, tflc ngfldi 
cim quyen, phai cd dUde tam ldng 
"thdnh" (ma dng thUdng thay b ing nhflng 
tfl nhu "dan tdm", "tdm thanh"...): 

"Nhdt phien dan tdm ehan hong hoa 
Thap nien thanh chdc nggc ho bdng". 

(Mqn hdng - Ky nhi) 
Dich nghia: 
"Mdt tam ldng son nhU Ifla luyen ddn 

bang thuy ngan 
Mudi nam lam quan thanh liem nhU 

bang trong b iu nggc". 
Hoae: 
"Mong gidc co vien tam kinh cdc 
Tdm thanh hoqt thuy nhdt ay trd". 

(Man hdng - Ky ngu) 
Dich nghia: 
"Tinh giae mdng, ba lud'ng cue ndi 

vUdn cu 
Rvfa sach long, mdt am tra pha b ing 

nUde sud'i". 

Trong thd Ndm, Nguyin Trai thUdng 
dung chfl "long ngay", tflc tam long ngay 
thing, de diin ta khai niem "thdnh": 

"Ciiu mot long ngay khde ehdng ngiidi 
Cf chiing trdn the'mdy phen ciidi". 

(Bdo kinh cdnh gidi - Bai 11) 
Nguyen Trai la ngUdi len an, phan dd'i 

manh me nhflng ke cim quyen lam dung 
svf mUu thuat, manh khde de tri qud'c: 

"Quyen miiu bdn thi dung trd gian 
Nhdn nghia duy tri qude the an". 

(Hq quy Lam Sdn - Ky nhat) 

Dich nghia: 

"Quyen mUu vd'n chi dung de trfl gian 

Nhan nghia mdi duy tri cho the nUdc 
dUdc yen". 

Chi den Qudn trung tii menh tap, tiic 
nhflng thu tfl, van kien do Nguyen Trai 
thay mat Chu tUdng Le Ldi gfli cho cac 
vien tudng nha Minh, cac nguy quan 
ngUdi Viet trong sudt thdi ky khdi nghia 
Lam Sdn (1418-1427), dng mdi thvfc svf 
trvfe tie'p nh ic den khai niem "thdnh". 
Trong Tdi dd Viidng Thong, Sdn Thg thU 
(Lai thu gvfi cho VUdng Thdng, Sdn Thg), 
vao thang 12 nam Bfnh Ngg (thang 1-
1427), Nguyin Trai viet: "Bgc van: "Tin 
gid, qude chi bdo". Nhan nhi vd tfn, ky ha 
dl hanh chi tai?... Truyen viet: "Bdt thdnh 
v6 vat". Cai tam nhat bat thanh, tic sii 
giai hu vgng..."(6). (Nghia la: Tdi nghe 
ndi: "Chfl tfn la vat bau ciia nfldc". NgUdi 
ma khdng cd chfl tfn thi dvfa vao dau de 
lam viec?... Truyen cd cau: "Khdng thanh 
that thi khdng cd gi het". Bdi long mot 
khi khdng thanh that, thi viec gi eflng gia 
dd'i ca). VUdng Thdng bay gid gifl ehflc 
Tdng binh quan ddi nha Minh dang 
chiem gifl thanh Ddng Quan (tflc thanh 
Thang Long). Vao nam Dinh Mui (1427), 
Le Ldi tie'n quan ddng tai dinh Bd De, bd 
Bie sdng Nhi Ha, dd'i luy vdi thanh Ddng 
Quan. Vfldng Thdng, Sdn Thg sai Nguyin 
Nham dfla thfl de'n. Le Ldi sai Nguyen 
Trai viet thfl gfli Td'ng binh Vfldng Thdng: 
"Thii phung Tong binh quan dqi nhan 
qudn tga tiin. Bgc van: DI thdnh phuc 
nhan gia, nhan diec dl thdnh phuc chi. 
Phu, chi thdnh chi dao kha dl cam quy 
than, ddng thien dia, nhi hudng fl nhan 

(6) Nguyen Trdi todn tap tdn bien. Nxb Van hoc, 

TP. Ho Chi Minh, 1999, t . l , tr.412-413. 
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hd?"(7). (Nghia la: Thu kfnh gfli den trUde 
quan tga(8) cua ngai Tong binh. Toi nghe 
ndi: Lay thanh that ma dai ngUdi thi 
ngUdi cung lay thanh that ma dap lai. 6 i 
cai dao chi thdnh cd the cam phuc quy 
thin, ddng den trdi dat, hudng chi la vdi 
OgUdi?). Sau nay, trong Tdi dd Viidng 
Thong thii (Lai thU cho VUdng Thdng), 
Nguyen Trai tie'p tuc nhan manh sfle 
manh cua ldng thanh thvfc: "Bde van: 
Thdnh U ai vat gii, thien dia chi tam; 
thdnh U ai tfl gia, phu mau chi tam. Ai 
vat bat thdnh tac sinh sinh hflu thdi nhi 
tflc; ai tfl bat thdnh tac tfl ai hflu thdi nhi 
khuy. Thi dl thien dia chi U van vat, phu 
mau ehi U xfch tfl bat qua nhat thdnh nhi 
dl"(9). (Nghia la: Tdi nghe: Thvfc tam yeu 
vkt la ldng trdi dat; thvfc tam yeu con la 
long cha me. Neu yeu vat khdng thiic tam 
thi cd sinh hda cd luc dflng; yeu con 
khdng thvfc tam thi niem tfl ai ddi khi 
thieu. Vi the nen trdi dat dd'i vdi mudn 
vat, cha me ddi vdi con cai, chang qua chi 
la mdt chfl "thdnh" ma thdi). 

Le Quy Ddn (1726-1784) la mdt hgc gia 
cd kien thfle uyen bac vao bac nhat cua 
Viet Nam dUdi thdi phong kien. Ong 
trUdc tac nhieu tac pham, du cac the loai: 
van hgc, triet hgc, sfl hgc, dia ly hgc - lich 
sfl, ehu giii kinh dien, tdng loai, v.v.. 
Trong sd' dd, eudn Vdn ddi loai ngd cua 
dng la mdt dang bach khoa thfl tap hgp 
va sip xep nhflng tri thfle ve triet hgc, 
van hgc va khoa hgc. Ve ph in triet hgc, 
Le Quy Ddn ban nhieu hdn ca de'n "ly 
khf, tflc vu tru luan cua Td'ng Nho, khdi 
diu la Chu Ddn Di, Trfldng Tai, rdi de'n 
hai anh em Trinh Hieu, Trinh Di va dUdc 
tap dai thanh bdi Chu Hy. Tuy vay, d day 
dd, dng cung ban tdi khai niem "thdnh" 
cua Nho giao. d muc Ly khi, dng viet: 

"Ldng ngudi bao la rdng rai, tren thdng 
cim dUde trdi dat, gifla t r ie Iflgng dUde 
quy than, dUdi xet dUde mudn vat... Ldng 
cd ngay th ing mdi biet dUde dao, mdi biet 
dUde cd vi; thay biet dUdc cd vi mdi lam 
dUdc mgi viec; lam nen duge mgi viec mdi 
thdng dat quyen bie'n"(10). Cd khi, Le 
Quy Ddn de cao "Dqo chi thdnh" len tdi 
tdt dinh, dng viet: "Sach Trung dung ndi: 
"Dao chf thanh cd the biet trUde dUdc". 
Nha nUdc s ip thinh, tat cd diem lanh; 
nha nUde sap mat, tat cd diem dfl (yeu 
nghiet), hien ra tren que bdi thi hay bdi 
rfla [thi quy], ddng d ehan tay. Hga phuc 
s ip de'n, diem lanh hay khdng lanh tat 
nhien biet trUde, vi mdt diem linh tam 
cua ngUdi, quy th in da cam thdng ma bao 
cho biet trUdc"(ll). 

Ngd Thi Nham (1746-1803), danh nhan 
lich sfl, nha van hda kiet xua't cua Viet 
Nam cung rat de cao dfle tfnh "thdnh 
thiic" va dat nd ngang hang vdi khai niem 
"trung". Trong bai Tiia tap Cdn bgc chi 
ng6n(l2), Ngd Thi Nham viet: "... Thanh 
nhan tri thien ha bang dao dfle, nhflng 

(7)Nguyin Trdi todn tap tdn bien. Sdd., t.l, tr.453-454. 

(8) Quan tpa; tii ton xUng ngUdi khae, thiidng dung 

trong quan trUdng. 

(9) Nguyin Trdi todn tap tdn bien. Sdd., t.l, tr.487-488. 

(10) Le Quy Don. Vdn ddi loai ngU, t . l , Nxb Van 

hoa, Ha Npi, 1961, tr.63-64, 

(11) Le Quy Don. Vdn ddi loai ngii. Sdd., t . l , tr.72. 

(12) Cdn bgc chi ngon: "cdn" la mpt loai rau niidc, 

"bgc" la khi am mat trdi liic phdi nang. Ngay xiia, 

c6 ngiidi dan que lia vi rau can, tiidng la thii rau 

hiem co, dem dang len nha vua. Lai co ngiidi phdi 

minh ra n ing tha'y am ap de chiu, cung muon dang 

len nha vua khi am ap ay. Do dd, ngiidi ta diing 

chii "cdn", "bgc" de chi sii cong hien tam thiidng, 

nhiing day long ehan that. Chi ngon la ldi noi 

nham nhi, tam thiidng. 
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thanh nhan khdng nham ehan nhflng am 
thanh da tap, eho nen nhflng ke que mua 
dUde ndi. Lam ngUdi be tdi, thd mdt dng 
vua tai gidi, minh biet ma khdng lam, the 
la khdng Trung; dflng d mdt trieu dinh cd 
the ndi dfldc ma cfl lang im khdng ndi, 
the la khdng "Thdnh"(lS). 

Vdi Cao Ba Quat (1808-1855), mdt thi 
hao kiet xuat, mdt nha tfl tfldng yeu 
nUde, thUdng dan sau sac, du trong 
nhflng hoan eanh khd khan nhat cua cude 
ddi, dng van ludn tfl tin d tam long ehan 
thanh de cd the dflng vflng. Trong bai 
Triidng giang thien (Mdt thien vinh cai 
gdng dai), dng vie't: 

"Thu bd triidng giang cdnh khdu tdm. 
Ngo sinh vi de mqn tiidng tdm? 
Ngdu hdnh vi khd da tdng dnh 
Bqn thuy ling tri bdt quy khdm". 
Dich nghia: 
'Ta mang chie'c gdng dai ldng tfl hdi ldng: 
Ddi ta vi sao lai phi i gap nd? 
Dem nd ma di, cha nen ghet lay den 

bdng(14) 
Ngu ben eanh nd, nen biet r ing minh 

khdng then vdi ehan". 
Cao Ba Quat dung hai tfl "tdng dnh" 

(ghet bdng) va "quy khdm" (then vdi 
ehan) de giai bay tam ldng ngay th ing 
cua dng trong vu dng eflng vdi Phan Nha 
dUde cfl lam Sd khao trUdng thi Thfla 
Thien vao nam 1841 da sfla chfla hd bai 
thi cho cac thf sinh vd y pham huy, td'ng 
cdng 24 quyen, sau lay dd dfldc 5 quyen. 
Cd ngfl cd eau: "Tdm thdnh hd cu quy?', 
nghia la: Ldng ngay thing, trong sang thi 
ha tat phai sd quy thin? Cao Ba Quat tvf 
tin minh ngay thing, thanh that la ngu y 
nhu vay. 

Vao diu the ky XX, nha chf si, nha thd 

Phan Chau Trinh (1872-1926) lai mUdn 
khai niem "thdnh" (chf thanh) vdi muc 
dfch thfle tinh thanh nien, chd'hg benh 
me mudi khoa cii. Nam 1905, Phan Chau 
Trinh tfl quan, cung hai ban la Tran Quy 
Cap va Huynh Thuc Khang lam mdt cugc 
Nam du, vdi muc dfch xem xet dan tinh, 
si khf va tim ban ddng chf. Den Binh 
Dinh, gap ky khao haeh hang nam de 
tuyen sinh, ba dng len vao trfldng thi lam 
mdt bai thd, mot bai phu. Bai thd Chi 
thdnh thong Thdnh (Ldng chf thanh thau 
sudt dao Thanh) do Phan Chau Trinh 
lam; bai phu Liidng nggc danh scfn (Ciu 
nggc td't d danh sdn) do Huynh Thiic 
Khang va Tran Quy Cap lam. Hai bai deu 
ky bf danh Dao Mdng Giae. Bai Chi 
thdnh thong Thdnh ciia Phan Chau 
Trinh da lam vang ddi dfl luan dfldng thdi 
va cd tac ddng kha manh trong viec thfle 
tinh SI tfl hay lo giai thoat gidng ndi khoi 
eanh lao lung: 

"The cue hoi ddu dl nhdt khong 

Giang sdn vd le khdp anh hung. 

Vqn ddn no le ciidng quyin hq 

Bdt CO vdn chiidng tdy mong trung. 

Triidng thd bdch nien cam thoa ma 

Bdt tri hd nhdt xudt lao lung! 

Chii qudn vi tdt vd tdm huyet 

Bdng hiidng tii vdn khdn nhdt thong". 

Dich nghia: 

"Cude ddi, ngoanh dau nhin lai thay 
ving khdng 

(13) Ngd Thi Nhdm tdc phdm, t.3, Nxb Van hpc, 

TP. Ho Chi Minh, 2002, t r . l2 . 

(14) "Ghet bong', "then ehan": Td'ng sd chep: Thai 

Nguyen Dinh, khi bi tpi, viet thii bao cac con rang: 

"Phai sao cho di mpt minh khong ho vdi bong, ngii 

mpt minh khong then vdi ehan. Diing nen tha'y ta 

bi tpi ma xao xuyen". 
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Giang sdn ching cdn nfldc m i t de khde 

cac bac anh hung 

Nhan dan dang phai lam nd le dUdi 

ach cUdng quyen 

Lam sao cac anh v in md ngu trong cai 

thfl van chfldng "Bdt cd'(lb)l 

Neu nhfl cfl chiu cam tam de cho ngUdi 

ta thda ma mai. 

Thi den bao gid dan ta thoat khdi kiep 

day dga! 

Cac anh chUa han la ke khdng cdn tam 

huyet 

Hay ddc ldng theo Dao, ma dge thd nay 

de thau tinh cho". 

Tdm lai, trong lich sfl tfl tfldng Viet 

Nam, khai niem "thdnh" cua Nho giao 

dfldc cac danh Nho, danh si nfldc ta ke 

thfla va svf dung kha thfldng xuyen ben 

eanh cac khi i niem khae cua Dao Khd'ng, 

nhfl nhan, nghia, trung, tfn, v.v.. Gidng 

nhu cac danh Nho b cac nUde Trung 

Qud'c, Nhat Ban, Trieu Tien la nhflng 

nfldc chiu anh hfldng sau sac eua van hda 

Nho giao, cac nha Nho Viet Nam cung de 

cao dfle "thdnh" trong mgi flng xfl xa hdi, 

tfl viec tu than, te gia den viec tri qud'c, 

' binh thien ha. Dd'i vdi hg, mudn "tu thdn", 

trflde het cin phai "hgc". Hgc nay la "thvfc 

hgc", hgc cho ban than: "Co chi hgc gid vi 

ky, kim chi hgc gid vi nhdn" (Ludn ngd). 

(Nghia la: Ngfldi di hgc ngay xfla hgc vi 

minh, ngfldi di hgc thdi nay hgc de chieu 

ngfldi). O day, tuy khdng ndi rd khai niem 

"thdnh", song an chfla ben trong cau ndi 

ay la dfle "thdnh thiic"\ Hgc vi minh la 

hgc de md mang kien thfle, hoan thien 

hieu biet, hoan thien nhan each. Vi the, 

Nguyin Trai tflng viet: 

"Tu ky ddn tri vi thien Iqc 
Tri thdn vi td't doc thii da". 

(Ngdu thdnh) 
Dich nghia: 

"Sfla minh chi biet lam dieu lanh la vui 

Lap than chfla h in cin dge sach nhieu". 
Chung ta deu biet r ing, Chu tich Hd 

Chf Minh vd'n xuat than tfl mdt gia dinh 
nha Nho. Nam 1923, chinh NgUdi tvf gidi 
thieu tai Lien Xd ring: "Tdi xuat than tfl 
mdt gia dinh nha Nho Viet Nam trong dd 
cac thanh nien deu theo hgc Dao 
Khd'ng"(16). Ngay tfl thdi tre, Hd Chf 
Minh da hgc "lap ehi" (trong viec "thdnh 
nhdn"), ciia Dao Nho, nen NgUdi khdng sd 
va khdng bao gid chun budc trUde mudn 
van khd khan trong cude ddi. Vad thap ky 
40 cua the ky XX, Hd Chf Minh tflng 
khang dinh: "Hgc thuye't cua Khdng Tfl cd 
Uu diem cua nd la svf tu dudng dao dfle ca 
nhan"(17). Trong sfl "tu diidng dqo ddc cd 
nhdn" ay, theo tdi thi dfle "thdnh", hay 
tam long "ehi thdnh" cd vi trf quan trgng 
vao hang bac nhat, de mdt ngfldi ed the 
trd thanh mdt con ngfldi - viet hoa nhU 
cac bac danh sU tfl xUa de'n nay tflng 
khuyen day chung ta.Q 

(15 Bdt cd la thii van co "tdm ve" (tile tam doan), 

xua't hien vao thdi Minh - Thanh d Trung Quo'c, 

gom: ph i de, thiia de, khdi giang, nhap thu, khdi 

CO, trung CO, hau cd va thiic doan. Loi van nay 

danh cho hpc tro di thi, nhim binh giang mot de 

bai dUdc trich tii Kinh truyen Nho giao ra. Day la 

the loai van chiidng ciing nhic va kinh vien, mot 

thii gong ciim lam cho ngiidi ta mat kha nang doe 

lap suy nghi. 

(16) Din theo: Vu Khieu (chii bien). Nho gido xiia 

vd nay, Nxb Khoa hpc xa hpi. Ha Npi, 1991, tr.229. 

(17) Din theo: Vii Khieu (chu bien). Nho gido xUa 

vd nay, Sdd., tr.227. 
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