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Trong bdi viet ndy, tdc gid tap trung ldm ro nhdhg ddc triing cua tinh hien dgi cdn lUu gid 
lgi trong suy tU triet hgc trong ky nguyen todn cdu. De gidi quyet vdn di tr&n, tdc gid da luan 
gidi hai vdn de cd bdn: 11 Triet hgc "xudt hien tii vdn hoa" co nghia la gi? 2 / Nhiing luan diem 
cho vdn de triet hoc xudt hien td vdn hda. 

gfldi ta cho ring, eac nha tfl tfldng ldn 
trong thdi ky hien dai nhfl Descartes, 
Hobbes va Kant quan niem triet hgc 

da vfldt qua nhflng md'i quan tam mang 
tinh dac thfl ve van hoa, hay lich sii, hay 
cd tinh ngau nhien. Ndi each khac, triet 
hgc tim each dfla ra nhflng luan de nham 
chflng minh rang mgi sinh the ed ly tinh, 
bat ke hg xul t than tfl nen van hoa hay 
truyen thd'ng nao, ddu cd kha nang nhan 
thflc va triet hgc se tim ra nhflng chan ly 
ta't dinh, phd quat va phi thdi gian. Theo 
quan diem "hien dai" nay, mac du triet 
hge cd the khdi phat tfl cac ndn van hoa, 
nhflng nd tim each loai bd tinh dac thfl 
van hoa va tfl trflu xu l t khdi nhflng tinh 
ca biet ciia nhflng nen van hoa dd. 

Quan diem triet hgc nay da gap phai 
thach thflc, dac biet la vao d lu the ky XIX 
vdi sfl phat trien ciia chfl giai hgc (thdng 
dien hgc) bi chi trich manh me d nfla cud'i 
the ky XX, trong bdi canh mdt sfl nhan 
thflc toan ciu lan rdng va sfl thfla nhan 
tinh da dang trong thflc t i in dao dflc va 
phfldng thflc nhan thflc. Nhflng thach 
thflc dd'i vdi tinh hien dai va each tidp can 
"hien dai" vdi triet hgc dem den nhflng 
dieu gi? Nhflng dac trflng nao ciia tinh 
hien dai v ln cdn lflu lai trong triet hge sau 
nhflng chi trich hien thdi nay? 

Trong bai viet nay, tdi mud'n tap trung 
chu ydu vao nhflng van dd lien quan den 
eau hdi thfl hai, dd la, lieu nhflng gi ciia 
tinh hien dai van cdn lflu gifl lai trong 
suy tfl triet hgc trong ky nguyen toan 
elu? Tra ldi cau hdi nay, tdi mud'n b i t 
d lu blng viee giai thich luan diem triet 
hge nay sinh tfl van boa cd nghia la gi. 
Tiep theo, tdi se phae thao ra nhflng gi 
dfldc eoi la quan diem ddi lap vdi dac 
trflng eiia tinh hien dai, giai thich tai sao 
md'i quan he gifla triet hge va van boa da 
dfldc mieu ta chi ddn thuIn mang tinh 
ngau nhien, vd tinh, va khdng cho chung 
ta bidt gi ve chinh triet hgc. Tdi se minh 
hoa eho quan diem nay tfl gdc do ly 
thuyet dao dflc. Sau dd, tdi se trinh bay 
sfl phe phan quan diem nay va dfla ra 
mdt giai phap khac mang tinh xay dflng 
xua't phat tfl gdc do tfl duy "hau hien dai" 
nham iam rd ring, ngfldi ta ed the kdt 
luan triet hgc khdng chi xul t hien tfl van 
hoa, ma cdn cd the khdng bao gid tach 
khdi van hoa. Mgt l ln nfla, tdi mud'n 
minh hoa didu nay blng mdt vi du tfl ly 
thuyet dao dflc. Cud'i cflng, tdi se neu ra 
mdt so' phe phan dd'i vdi each tidp can hau 

(*) Giao sU triet hpc va ton giao, Dai hpc St Thomas, 
Canada. 
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hien dai nay va de xua't mdt sfl liia chgn 
mang tinh xay dflng khac ddi vdi ea hai 
quan diem hien dai va hau hien dai, qua 
dd eho phep chflng ta khang dinh r ing, 
triet hge xul t hien tfl van hoa va van duy 
tri nhidu dac trflng ciia tfl duy hien dai. 

1. Triet hoc "xuat hien tii van hoa" 
CO nghia la gi ? 

Hien nay, luan diem cho r ing triet hgc 
xua't hien tfl van hoa va ed the khdng bao 
gid tfl tach khdi van boa la luan diem tuy 
khdng dfldc chap nhan mgt each phd quat, 
nhflng van dfldc nhidu ngfldi tiep nhan. 

Nhflng trfldc khi ed the danh gia luan 
diem nay mdt each toan the, chung ta c ln 
xem xet ve d lu ciia nd - triet hge xua't 
phat tfl van hoa ed nghia la gi va dau la 
ed sd de khang dinh nhfl vay. 

Tdi nghi, didu nay cd the dfldc hieu 
theo nhieu each(l), 

O mfle do t r i n tuc nhat, ngfldi ta ed 
the ndi r i ng triet hgc xuat hien tfl van 
hoa theo nghia van hoa la mdt phln , hoac 
anh hfldng den mdi trfldng vat cha't la ndi 
nay sinh ra nhflng van de triet hge. Vi 
du, van hoa tao ra nhflng cd hdi va dae 
tinh eua thdi gian nhan rdi va ndi chung, 
nd ehi cd d nhflng ndi con ngfldi dfldc giai 
phdng khdi cac nhu elu thiet ydu n h l m 
duy tri cugc sd'ng, khi hg cd thdi gian rdi 
de danh cho suy tfl triet hge. 

Ngfldi ta cd the di xa hdn nfla va ndi 
rang, van hoa tao ra nhflng loai van de va 
nhflng nghi van dac thfl de nha triet hgc 
theo dudi. VI du, trong the ky XVII -
XVIII d phfldng Tay - ndi ma ehii nghia 
ca nhan dang gia tang, la thdi diem ma 
khda hgc va cdng nghe da lam cho nhflng 
hinh thflc lao ddng truyen thd'ng trd nen 
ldi thdi, va khi cen ngfldi khdng ehi ddn 
gian kiem tim nhieu ngudn liic hdn, ma 

edn tim each de md rdng thi trUdng -
chung ta nhan tha'y nhflng truy t i m triet 
hge hudng tdi cac va'n de ve ban cha't con 
ngUdi, quyen ca nhan, t ra t tU chinh tri va 
nhflng quan niem ve cai thien. 

Theo mgt quan diem gay nhieu tranh 
cai khac thi van hoa dfldng nhfl quyet 
dinh cai gi dfldc coi la triet hgc (khac biet 
vdi van hgc, khoa hgc, lich s i hoac ton 
giao), va lam the nao de phan biet triet 
hge vdi nhflng ydu to' mang tinh tdn giao, 
khoa hge, gia tri hge, van hge cd trong 
mdt nen van hoa? Trong nhieu nam, 5 
phfldng Tay, nhflng tac pham ciia cae tac 
gia, nhfl Lao Tii, Khdng Tii, hay Sankara 
(Adi Shankara (khoang 788-820), thugc 
trfldng phai Vedanta, An Do), hoac nhflng 
truydn thd'ng tfl duy d chau A, chau Phi 
hay nhflng bg lac thd dan chau My, da 
dfldc nhieu ngfldi xem nhfl khdng phai la 
triet hgc, ma chi la cd tinh tdn giao hoac 
"thflc t i in xa hgi". Viee nha'n manh anh 
hfldng eiia van hoa nhfl vay da tac dgng 
den sfl nhin nhan ve mdt sd' tac gia 
phfldng Tay. Tat nhien, ngfldi ta dang 
tranh luan r i n g lieu Nietzsche, hoac 
Judith Butler, trong thdi dai ngay nay 
ciia chung ta, ed phai la nha triet hge hay 
khdng va nhflng nhan xet nay cd the thay 
ddi theo/thdi gian. Dfldng thdi, Paracelsus 
(Phillip von Hohenheim; 1493-1541) dfldc 
coi la mdt nha triet hgc, nhflng ngay nay 
dfldng nhfl khdng phai ai eung ddng y 
nhfl vay. 

Cu the hdn, mgt so' ngfldi cho ring, 

(1) Ve van de nay, xin xem them: Vdn hod vd 
thuyi't da nguyin trong triet hpc (Culture and 
Pluralism in Philosophy) trong phan gi6i thieu ciia 
toi trong: Trii't hpc, vdn hod vd thuyi't da nguyen 
(Philosophy, Culture, and Pluralism) (Editions du 
scribe, 2002), tii pp. x-xii. 
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van hoa anh hfldng den chinh "ngdn ngfl" 
dung de diin dat va giai dap nhflng van 
de triet hgc, den gi dfldc eoi la cau tra ldi 
thoa dang(2). Vi du, b lng viee thiet lap 
nhflng chuan miic ly tinh, hoac thdng qua 
nhflng gia tri dfldc de cao (nhfl nhflng gia 
tri ca nhan; ldi ich chung; cai thien cua 
nhflng cdng ddng, nhfl dan tdc, nha thd, 
con ngfldi, sinh quyen), mdt ndn van hoa 
cd the cho chung ta mdt "ngdn ngfl" de 
thiet lap nhflng gidi ban cho nhflng van 
dd triet hge nao ed the dfldc cdi la cd y 
nghia de suy ngam. 

Cud'i cung, ndi rdng hdn, mdt so' ngfldi 
cd the ndi r ing, "triet hge xu l t hien tfl 
van hoa" theo nghia van hoa cung clp, 
hoac ap dat bg khung khai niem cho 
nhflng suy ngam (nghien cflu) triet hge. 

Tdm lai, viee cho r ing triet hoc xua't 
hien tfl van hoa cd the theo nhidu nghia 
khac nhau. Mdt sd' ngfldi cho ring, nd bao 
'ham ta't ea nghia tren; ring, van hoa 
quyet dinh chinh kha tinh eiia triet hgc(3). 

2. Nhufng l u a n d i em cho van de 
t r ie t hpc x u a t h i e n tii v a n hoa 

Dau la ed sd eua quan niem eoi van 
hoa quyet dinh kha tinh cua tridt hge? 
That thu vi, cd mdt vai luan diem cd the 
dan chung ta tdi ket luan nay, nhflng 
hien nay, luan diem anh hfldng n h l t la 
luan diem ciia nhflng ngfldi theo quan 
diem chu giai hgc hau hien dai (day cung 
la tuyen xflng ciia chu nghia duy tam 
trid t̂ hgc - mgt quan niem ma tdi se dd 
cap sau). 

Luan didm nay cho rang, md'i quan he 
gifla triet hgc va van boa dien hinh cua 
tinh hien dai (mac dfl eung la dien hinh 
ciia h l u het cae he thd'ng triet hgc 
phfldng Tay tfl thdi Plato) va nhfl vay 
quan diem coi nhflng tac pham triet hgc 

la dde lap, hoac vfldt qua nen van hoa la 
quan diem lech lac. Cd nghia la triet hgc 
khdng ehi xu l t hien tfl van boa, ma cdn 
khdng bao gid tfl thoat khdi van boa. 

De danh gia cd sd cua lap luan nay, 
chflng ta hay diem lai met each van tat 
cae quan diem hien dai. 

2.1. Quan diem hien dgi 
Nhflng nha phe binh quan diem hien 

dai hieu tinh hien dai nhfl the nao? Tinh 
hien dai thudng dUde mieu ta nhU la sii 
phan anh mdt loat nhflng nguyen tac ed 
ban sau day(4). 

1. Nd phu nhan truydn thd'ng va phong 
tuc tap quan vdi tfl each mdt quydn liie 
tien thien, mgi thfl phai chiu sfl phe phan 
mang tinh ly tinh (thuIn ly). 

2. Nd truy tim tri thflc va chan ly 
khach quan - nhflng nguyen tac mang 
tinh ly tudng, tuyet dd'i, cd tinh quy luat, 
phi lich sfl, ma chi ed the dfldc nhan biet 
qua ly tinh, sfl dung phfldng phap cd tinh 
hinh thflc va thuIn ly. 

3. Tinh hien dai, do dd, cd tinh thuIn 
ly - it nhat theo nghia rgng nhlt ; vdi 
nghia la, ta't ea niem tin va nhan dinh 
thuIn ly vd tri thflc phai "dfldc kiem 
chflng". Blng chflng nay phai dfldc dfla ra 

(2) Mot so' ngUdi cho r ing, triet hpc chinh tri ci My 
thUcing phan anh nhiing quan diem va nguyen tac 
ma hau nhU chi c6 duy nhat cl My. 
(3) Di nhien, mot khang dinh nhU vay ve viec triet 
hpc xuat hien tii van hoa va bi tac dpng bdi van 
hoa la hoan toan chong lai quan diem triet hpc tac 
dpng den van hoa. Ve nhiing tranh luan nay, xin 
xem bai viet ciia toi: TYiei hpc, vdn hod vd thuyet 
da nguyen (Philosophy, Culture, and Pluralism), 
pp. viii-ix. 
(4) NhQng nguyen tac sau do la mot quan diem 
chung ve each hieu "tinh hien dai". No khong 
khang dinh r ing, tat ca nhiing nha triet hpc hien 
dai, hoac ai do theo duoi tat ca nhiing nguyen tac 
nay, mac dii cang nhieu ngUcii trong so hp chap 
nhan, thi dieu ma mpi ngUdi gpi la "hien dai" cang 
dang tin cay. 
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qua viec sii dung nhflng luan diem mang 
tinh suy diin cd luan chflng dfldc b i t d lu 
tfl nhflng luan de rd rang, hoac hien 
nhien. Theo nghia nay, tinh hien dai 
thfldng song hanh vdi ehu thuyet ndn 
tang trong nhan thflc luan. 

4. Nd thfla nhan r ing, nhflng dieu 
kien eiia nhan thflc, theo each nao dd, 
dfldc quydt dinh bdi nhflng nang Iflc eiia 
chu the nhan thflc; kd tidp la "sfl quay ve 
vdi ehu the" va thfla nhan vi the cae hdn 
cua nhan thflc luan so vdi sieu hinh hge. 

5. Sfl flu tien dd'i vdi chu the cung dfldc 
phan anh trong sU nhan manh gia tri ca 
nhan so vdi gia tri cgng ddng. 

6. Theo Theodor Adorno va Max 
Horkheimer, tinh hien dai nhin ly tinh 
nhu la cdng eu dUde sii dung khdng chi de 
nhan thflc, ma cdn lam chu, hoac kiem 
soat the gidi(5). 

7. Tuy nhien, tinh hien dai mang tinh 
lac quan. Nd cho r ing , tri thflc mang tinh 
tien bd va giai phdng; r ing , chu the nhan 
thflc cd the tfl hoan thien. 

Vi vay, tinh ngau nhien cua truyen 
thdng, lich sii hoac van hoa khdng thflc 
sfl quan trgng, it nha't la dd'i vdi triet hge. 

Hieu mdt each rdng hdn, "thuyet hien 
dai" triet hge khdi dau tfl d l u the ky XVII 
(tfl Descartes) va dfldc trinh bay d ly du 
nh l t trong tac pham eua cac nha triet hgc 
Khai sang the ky XVIII, dac biet la trong 
cae tac pham eua Kant. Nhflng nha triet 
hge nay chd'i bd quan niem cho r i n g van 
hoa, van canh hoac truyen thd'ng ddng vai 
trd quydt dinh trong tri thflc. Thay vao 
dd, hg tim kiem nhflng nguyen ly mang 
tinh quy luat, tuyet dd'i, mang tinh nen 
tang va nhflng chan ly phi lich sii, phi 
thdi gian, khach quan. 

De minh hoa, chflng ta hay xem xet 

quan diem dao dflc hgc dfla tren nguyen 
t i c nghia vu luan cua Kant(6). Nhfl 
chung ta da biet, Kant tfl chd'i bat ky mdt 
nen dao dflc hgc nao dfla tren phong tuc 
tap quan, hoac truyen thd'ng, hoac hanh 
ddng trong qua khfl, hoac tac ddng nao tfl 
ben ngoai. Theo dng, de la "triet hgc dao 
dflc" dich thflc, nd phai mang tinh quy 
luat; ed nghia, nd phai la thfl tien thien. 
each tiep can cua Kant la khdng phai 
chu tam den van hoa, hoac van canh, 
hoac truyen thd'ng cu the — cdng viec cua 
xa hgi hge, chfl khdng phai triet hgc - ma 
la suy ng lm xem ehii the thu In ly cd the 
kham pha va "tuan theo" cai gi khi phan 
tfl ve cai nen lam (cai phai la). 

Cau tra ldi ciia dng, nhfl chung ta da 
bidt, la "quy luat" - cai ed the dfldc nlm 
b i t va dfldc thfla nhan mdt each thuIn ly 
nhfl mdt sfl that (va mang tinh b i t huge) 
bdi ta't ea cac sinh the thu In ly, chfl 
khdng chi bdi con ngfldi. Tinh tfl tri chi 
ddn gian la sfl tuan theo, hoac "ban bo" 
luat nay cho chinh ban than minh. 

Quy luat dao dflc ma Kant tim kiem vdi 
tfl each quy lusLt - la cai khach quan, phd 
quat va tuyet dd'i; nd mang tinh tien thien 
va khdng chfla cac ngoai le. Dac biet, nd 
chi dfldc "thfla nhan" va cd hieu Iflc chi 
duy nha't bdi ly tinh — ly tinh eua mdi 
nhan to' ea nhan — vi the, nd (chi trong 

(5) Xem: Biin chiing cua Khai sdng (Dialectic of 
the Enlightenment [1944]), John Gumming, New 
York: Herder and Herder, 1972. 
(6) Hpc thuyet (Khai sang) hien dai khac dUdc cho 
la mang tinh duy ly kieu mau la Ly thuyet ve luat 
tu nhien cua John Locke. John Locke viet: "Trang 
thai cua tU nhien la c6 mot luat tii nhien tho'ng tri, 
no chi tuan theo moi mot thii: va ly tinh, cai chinh 
la luat, tho'ng tri loai ngUdi, ngUdi ma se theo, 
nhUng khong thinh thi no..." Trong: Hai khdo ludn 
vi chinh quyen (Two Treatises of Government), 
quyen 2, phan 6. 
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nghia dd) mang tinh ehu quan. Khdng 
nha't thidt eon ngfldi cd mud'n hay khdng, 
cd ddng y hay khdng, quy luat nay khdng 
phu thugc vao ngfldi lap luat ben ngoai. 
Dao dflc cung khdng phu thudc vao hau 
qua hay ket qua, ma chi tuan theo ly tinh. 

Do dd, rd rang luat dao dflc la thfl ddc 
lap vdi bat ky mdt ngau nhien nao ciia 
van hoa, lich sfl, hay truydn thd'ng. Qua 
thflc, day la ly do vi sao ma nd ap dung 
vdi ta't ca sinh the thuIn ly chfl khdng 
phai la eon ngfldi ndi chung. 

Quan diem eua thuyet hien dai la, 
ngfldi ta phai phan xet t i t ea cac tuyen 
bd' (tuyen xflng) vd van hoa, phong tue va 
truyen thd'ng dfldi anh sang eua ly tinh 
va loai trfl t i t ca nhflng gi khdng phu hdp 
vdi ly tinh. Do dd, md'i quan he gifla tridt 
hgc va van hoa khdng ed y nghia gi llm, 
hoac neu ed md'i quan he nay thi cung 
hoan toan khdng quan trgng. 

2.2. Phe phdn quan diem cua thuyet 
hien dgi 

Nhflng ngfldi chi trich each tiep can 
cua thuyet hien dai vdi triet hge, ke ca 
nhflng ai sxi dung phfldng phap chu giai 
hgc, da tranh luan vd nhflng diem b i t dn 
cua quan niem nay. 

1. Nhflng ngfldi chi trich nay thach thflc 
quan diem vd sfl tdn tai cua nhflng chan ly, 
hoac nhflng nguyen t ic tuyet dd'i, phd quat, 
phi lich sfl; hoac it nha't, hg phu nhan r ing 
chung ta ed the nhan biet chung. 

2. Khdng he cd nhflng chii the trung 
tinh, khdng dinh kien, nhflng ngfldi ed 
the dfla ra nhflng danh gia khach quan, 
dgc lap vdi nhflng ldi ich ciia hg. Thflc ra, 
khdng cd dac quyen danh cho chu the eon 
ngfldi, bdi vi khdng tdn tai "cac chu the" 
va khdng ed ly do gi de ed the coi trgng 
(de cao) chu the con ngfldi hdn nhflng tdn 

tai khac. Tren thflc te, dae quyen ma 
thuyet hien dai danh eho ehii the (thuyet 
con ngfldi lam trung tam) la ngudn gd'c 
ehinh ciia nhflng va'n nan triet hge, ehinh 
tri, xa hgi va kinh td hien thdi. 

3. Ly tfldng vd ly tinh eiia thuyet hien 
dai la cd van de. Khdng hd tdn tai mgt 
phfldng phap trung tinh, mang tinh hinh 
thflc nao trong viec tiep can chan ly 
khach quan. Ly tinh, hoac chu nghia duy 
ly, khdng ddc lap vdi truydn thd'ng va van 
boa; tfl ban than nd cung la mdt truyen 
thd'ng. Thflc tien va lieh sii cho thay rang, 
ed nhidu md hinh ly tinh khac nhau, mdi 
cai ed ngudn gd'c d nhflng giai doan lich sfl 
khac nhau va mdi cai phan anh nhflng 
didu kien lieh sfl va van hoa khac nhau, 
va khdng hd cd cd sd xac dang nao de ehi 
ra rang mgt hinh mau ly tinh nao dd la 
cai thich dang hdn ca. Ndi each khac, 
khdng cd mdt md hinh ddn le nao eua ly 
tinh ma dfla vao dd ngfldi ta cd the chi ra 
rang, cai gi dd la "chan ly", hoac cd the 
dfldc "nhan biet". Ly tinh mang tinh van 
canh. Nhfl R.Rorty da ndi, khdng the cd 
cai "nen tang" - "cd ban" d ngoai mgt van 
canh, hoac (cai ma Wittgenstein da ggi) -
"mgt phfldng thflc sd'ng"(7). 

4. Thuyet nen tang nhan thflc luan, dc 
dd, la vd doan. Thflc ra, nguyen tac eua 
thuyet nen tang khdng chi vd doan, ma 
cdn la tfl bai (that sach). Vo doan bdi 
khdng cd ly do gi de tin ring, chi nd la 

• chan thflc va cdn cd nhflng md hinh khac 
khac eung chan thflc nhfl the (thflc td, cd 

(7) Xem: Rorty. Triet hpc vd sU phdn dnh tU nhien 
(Philosophy and the Mirror of NatureJ, Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press, 1979. Ciing xem: 
Ludwig Wittgenstein. Nhiing khdo sdt vi triet hpc 
(Philosophical Investigations). Trong section 19, 
ong viet: "Bieu tUpng cua mot ngon ngii cung co 
nghia la bieu tUdng ciia mot iiinh thClc song". 
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r l t it nhflng tuyen xflng tri thflc eiia 
chflng ta ed the thoa man chuan mfle 
nay). Nd tfl bai, bdi nd khdng tfldng xflng 
vdi chuan mfle ma nd thiet lap; nghia la, 
nd khdng the diin dich tfl nhflng nguyen 
t ie ma chung ta biet mdt each rieng re la 
chan ly, eung khdng the tfl sfl hien nhien 
cua chi'nh nd dfldc. Tdm lai, khdng (hoac 
cd the khdng) cd "cd sd" cho nhflng niem 
tin chung, hoac nhflng tri thflc chung. 

5. (Do dd) khdng ed tinh khach quan; 
ddn gian la khdng cd nhflng chan ly, hay 
nhflng nguyen tae hoan toan khach quan, 
khdng thien vi ma dfla vao dd, tat ea ea 
nhan ed hgc van va trinh do nhan thflc ed 
the - hoac phai - ddng y. 

6. Chung ta khdng the nhan bidt the 
gidi tfl nhien, hoac hien thflc trong trang 
thai eiia "vat tfl nd". Mdt y tfldng nhfl vay 
la ao tfldng. Do dd, chan ly khdng the la sfl 
tfldng flng gifla ngdn tfl vdi thd gidi ben 
ngoai (it ra la bdi chung ta ed the khdng 
bao gid hieu dfldc sfl "tfldng dfldng" nhfl 
vay). T i t ea cai ma chung ta ed the lam la 
dien giai nhflng van ban, hoac (rdng hdn) -
dien dich nhflng kinh nghiem. 

7. Do dd, khdng ed cai ban tinh, hay 
ban cha't, hay luat tfl nhien cua bat cfl cai 
gi, ke ea ban chat cua eon ngfldi. 

Vi vay, nhflng ngfldi ehi trieh nay 
khang dinh rang chung ta c ln hoan toan 
bae bd thuyet hien dai; hoac it nhat, c ln 
nhan ra r ing, tinh hien dai (va kem theo 
dd la chu nghia duy ly va thai do bae bd 
van hoa va truyen thd'ng eua nd) ddn gian 
chi la cau ph ln eiia mdt truyen thd'ng. 
Triet hgc khdng bao gid dflng ngoai 
truydn thd'ng va van hoa. 

Nhflng, neu each tiep can ciia thuyet 
hien dai that bai, thi cdn ed sfl Ifla chgn 
nao khac chang? 

2.3. Cdc quan diem hdu Men dai 

Mdt so' nha triet hgc de cap den cai ma 
chung ta cd the ggi la sfl dap lai eua "hau 
hien dai' dfldc dfla chu yeu vao phong 
trao chu giai hge (thdng di in hgc) d the 
ky XIX va d l u the ky XX. Thuyet hau 
hien dai mieu ta, tham chi ca tung sfl tan 
ra cae quan diem van hoa, chinh tri, triet 
hge dien hinh cua tinh hien dai. Nhflng 
nha triet hgc, nhfl Friedrich Nietzsche, 
Martin Heidegger, Jacques Derrida, Helene 
Cixous, Michel Foueault va Richard 
Rorty da thach thflc quan diem "hien dai" 
vd viec cd mdt cdng ddng dien ngdn 
chung, hoac mgt md hinh nhan thflc luan 
bao gdm tri thflc mang tinh ly tinh va 
khach quan. Theo ldi eua Jean-Fran9ois 
Lyotard, mdt dai dien ndi bat cua phai 
nay, thi thuyet hau hien dai la mgt "sfl 
hoai nghi ve nhflng sieu — tfl chuyen (tfl 
sfl)"(8), mdt sfl hoai nghi ve nhflng khang 
dinh la ed, hoac cd the cd "mdt tfl chuyen" 
bao chfla ta't ca chan ly hoac tri thflc. Cu 
the hdn, trong cae nen triet hge Anh - My 
va Dflc, thuyet hau hien dai dfldc xem 
nhfl la phan duy ban luan (chd'ng nen 
tang), phan duy thflc luan, phan ban chit 
luan, de cao da nguyen va thflc dung. 

Triet hgc nao gid'ng "hau tinh hien dai"? 
Md'i quan he cua nd vdi van hoa la gi? 
Richard Rorty da dfla ra mdt each tiep can 
hau hien dai vdi tridt hge (hien dai). 

Raymond Geuss, trong mgt bai bao 
g in day tri an R.Rorty dfldc lflu hanh 
rdng rai tren Internet(9), da dd cap den 
mgt dfl an tam die cua Rorty. Rdrty tfl 

(8) Jean-Franfois Lyotard. Hodn cdnh hdu hiin 
dgi (La condition postmoderne: rapport sur le 
savoir), Paris: Minuit, 1979. 

(9) Richard Rorty d Princeton: Nhiing hoi dc cd 
nhdn (Richard Rorty at Princeton: Personal Recollections), 
Arion, 15 (2008); hoac: http://www.bu.edu/arion/ 
Geuss.htm 
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lau da cd y dinh giang mdt hgc trinh cho 
sinh vien dai hge vdi tieu de "Mdt lich sfl 
khac cua triet hgc hien dai" dfldc b i t d lu 
tfl thdi Trung cd va kdt thuc d lu the ky 
XX. Hgc trinh nay dfl dinh khdng tap 
trung vao nhflng tridt gia kinh dien 
truyen thd'ng, ma vao mdt so' it dfldc bidt 
den hdn, mac dfl tfl gdc do cua Rorty, day 
la nhflng nhan vat tfldng dfldng, hoac cd 
nhieu tfl tfldng tridt hgc hdn (nhflng nhan 
vat da tflng dfldc chip nhan). ' 

Rorty cd the da cd mdt sd' ly do khi de 
xult mdt each "tidp can khac" nhfl vay. 
Geuss da phdng doan rang, mgt trong so' 
nhflng ly do dd da phan anh quan diem 
cua Rorty vd boat ddng tridt hgc(lO). 
Geuss lflu y r ing, Rorty quan niem dieu 
ma mdt sd' ngfldi ggi la "tridt hgc" d 
nhflng thdi ky n h l t dinh trong lich sfl cd 
the khdng dfldc coi la triet hgc trong 
nhflng thdi ky khac.- Geuss viet ring, 
theo Rorty, "khdng hd cd mdt tap hgp 
mang tinh phd quat nhflng eau hdi va 
van de triet hgc. Paracelsus da khdng 
quan tam nhidu den cau hdi va giai dap 
nhflng van de ma ngay nay chung ta cho 
ring ed tinh "triet hgc"; luc dd, ed nhidu 
ngfldi cho r ing cdng viec eua dng la md 
hinh ma mdt nha triet hgc nen lam. Gia 
thiet d day la, khi cang phan tfl nhieu va 
sau vd didu dd thi ngfldi ta cang nhan 
thay "tridt hgc" d nhflng thdi ky va nhflng 
ndi khac nhau gan vdi nhflng loai boat 
dgng tri tue khac nhau; khdng ed cai gi cd 
the ddng vai trd mdt ban chi t chung, va 
khdng cd mgt cai gi chfla dflng mdt khlng 
dinh mang tinh "cd' hflu" ve sfl dgc tdn 
trong viec sii dung "chinh xac" thuat ngfl 
"triet hgc". Viec nghien cflu cai lieh sii, 
trong dd Paracelsus la nhan vat trung 
tam chfl khdng phai Descartes, cd the 

dfldc xem nhfl met phln ciia nd liie kien 
giai lich sxi, khdng ban ehi triet hgc, ma la 
lich sfl ciia nhflng quan niem khac nhau vd 
tridt hgc (the nao la tridt hgc)(ll). 

Vdi nhflng nha triet hge hau hien dai 
nhfl Rorty thi triet hgc rd rang la san 
pham eua van hoa va cau hdi triet hge la 
gi - cung la van dd ciia van hoa. Khdng cd 
binh mau nao, hay each tiep can nao cd 
the chfla dflng mgi nhflng tri thflc triet 
hge, hoac ta't ea cac tri thflc triet hgc 
hfldng ddn. 

NhUng, theo quan diem ciia nhflng 
nha hau hien dai, nhfl Rorty, khdng 
nhflng khdng cd khai niem triet hge sieu -
lich sfl, hoac phi - lieh sfl, hay khdng cd 
nhflng thude tinh hoac ban chit n lm 
ngoai van hoa va van eanh triet hge kiem 
tim, ma ngay ea viec triet hgc bi quydt 
dinh bdi van canh, thi cai dfldc xem nhfl 
la "cai hdp ly", hoac "ly ti'nh" hoac "lap 
luan dung din" eung hi quydt dinh bdi 
van canh. Khdng cd nhflng chuan mfle 
phd quat vd ly tinh. Nhflng thuat ngfl, 
nhfl "tinh khach quan", hoac "chan ly", 
khdng bao ham nhflng ndi dung nhfl 
nhflng nha hien dai tflng quan niem. 
"Tinh khach quan" khdng cd nghia la 
"tfldng flng vdi cai thflc tdn (dang hien 
hflu)"(12), ma la "mdt dae tinh cua nhflng 
ly thuyet dfldc ban luan triet de, dfldc Ifla 
chgn qua sfl ddng thuan ciia nhflng ngfldi 

(10) Ve van de nay, xem them: Geuss de cap den 
trong bai viet ciia Rorty nam 1984: Thuat chep sd 
cda triet hpc (The Historiography of Philosophy) 
trong: Triet hpc trong lich sii - nhiing bdi ludn ve 
thuat chep svC cua trii't hpc ( Philosophy in History: 
Essays in the Historiography of Philosophy). 
Cambridge University Press, 1984. 
(11) Richard Rorty at Princeton. Nhiing hoi dc cd 
nhdn, Ibid. 
(12) Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Trii't hpc 
vd sUphdn dnh tU nhiin). Ibid., p.339. 
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tham gia tranh luan ed ly tinh"(13). "Chan 
ly" khdng phai la mdt sfl tfldng flng gifla 
ngdn tfl va hien thflc, ma la san pham cua 
sfl nhat tri, hoac ddng y cao nhat trong 
mdt nhdm xa hdi eua chung ta. 

Theo Rorty, se that ngoc ngheeh neu 
chung ta lang phi thdi gian vao viee tim 
kidm khai niem trung tinh, phd quat ve 
ly tinh hoac vd chan ly, hoac vd ban tinh 
con ngfldi, hoac ve nhflng ban chit . 

Sfl ehi trieh nay dfldng nhfl dac biet 
manh me dd'i vdi ly thuyet dao dflc(14). VI 
du, Rorty nhan th ly ngdn ngfl ve cac 
quyen phd quat eiia eon ngfldi trong 
trUdng hdp kha dl nhat van mang tinh 
tranh cai va trong trUdng hdp tdi te n h l t 
la khdng cd kha nang dUa ra mgt sU bien 
minh ranh mach nao ea. Day ddn gian ehi 
la each tidp can thee y thflc he - cai da 
iam thu hut nhflng ngfldi theo chu nghia 
tfl do sdng d phfldng Tay nhfl dng. Sfl 
danh gia tfl "ben ngoai" ve nhflng le phai, 
hoac lap luan, hoac ddi hdi ve b lng chflng 
la khdng c ln thiet. Do dd, Rorty cho r ing, 
chung ta c ln "giao due cam tinh"(15) -
mdt sU giao due vd nhflng cam nhan - de 
con ngfldi bdt nhan thflc the gidi dfldi 
dang dd'i lap gifla cai "chung ta" va cai 
cua "hg"; hoac it nhat, de eon ngfldi tfl 
nguyen md rdng linh viie eua cai "chung 
ta" va do dd, md rdng nhflng cdng ddng 
dao dflc cua hg. Muc dich cua dao dflc hgc 
khdng phai xay dflng mgt ly thuyet ve cai 
thien, hoac vd le phai, ma la day manh 
"tinh doan ket" (tinh hen ddi). Thay vi 
tim kiem nhflng lap luan va b lng chflng 
trong dao dflc hge, thi chung ta nen cd' 
ging "thflc tinh" hoac "giao due" nhflng 
tinh cam. Blng each dd, theo Rorty, se ed 
tien bd dao dflc. 

Neu quan diem hau hien dai la dung 

dan trong viec chi trieh triet hge hien dai 
va trong nhan thflc vd vi tri cua tinh lich 
sif, van eanh, sfl diin dieh thi khang dinh 
cua thuyet hien dai cho r ing triet hgc bang 
each nao dd sieu vfldt nhflng ngudn gd'c eua 
nd va ve ban chat, khdng phai la met san 
pham cua van hoa ma trong dd nd xua't 
hien la mgt khang dinh sai l lm. Dieu nay, 
nhu nhflng nha hau hien dai mud'n nha'n 
manh, ddn gian la nham ghep them sfl 
khiem nhfldng va tinh ehu quan eho quan 
diem hien dai. Tridt hgc xuat hien tfl van 
hoa. Do dd, chung ta nen tap trung vao "eac 
nen triet hge" (khac nhau) hdn la mdt ndn 
"triet hgc" (phd quat) de nhflng tim kiem 
triet hgc cua chung ta se khiem nhfldng 
hdn, nhflng eung tran trgng hdn nhflng ndn 
van hoa va truydn thd'ng khac ben ngoai 
nen van hoa ciia chinh chflng ta.Q 

(Cdn nfla) 
Ngf ld i d i c h : ThS . CAO THU HANG 

(Vien Triet hpc, Vien Khoa hpc xd hoi Viet Nam) 

(13) Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Triet 
hpc va sU phan anh tu nhien), Ibid., p.338. 
(14) Trong: After Virtue University of Notre Dame 
Press. Alasdair Maclntyre da sii dung mot so chi 
trich nay. Ong viet r ing , mot yeu cau ve blng 
chiing nhu vay trong dao diic hpc la ky quae, tham 
chi la khong the; rang, dao diic hpc hien dai ket 
hdp nhieu chuan mUc va truyen tho'ng van hoa va 
no d in de'n thuyet tUdng doi, thuyet dpng cd, hay 
chii nghia vo than.Ong de xuat r ing, chung ta nen 
tap trung vao nhUng thUc t i in dao diic, nhiing 
truyen tho'ng ma tii do, chiing xuat hien va vao 
nhiing con ngUdi khon ngoan trong thiic tien (Xem: 
Aristotle). 
(15) "Quyin con ngUdi, ly tri vd tinh edm" (Human 
Rights, Rationality, and Sentimentality) trong: 
On Human Rights: The Oxford Amnesty Lectures, 
ed. S.Shute and S. Hurley. New York: Basic Books, 
1993, pp. 111-134. Ciing co the xem: Rorty: Dodn 
kei hay la tinh khdch quan (Solidarity or 
Objectivity) trong tac pham cua ong: Tinh khdch 
quan, thuyi't tUdng ddi vd chdn ly (Objectivity, 
Relativism, and Truth / Cambridge University 
Press, 1991, pp. 21-34. 

46 




