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VE V! TRI CUA NEN THAN HOC TRIET HOC 

TAY AU TRUNG C6 

PHUNG THI AN NA (•) 

Tren cd sd trinh bay mgt cdch van tdt ve nhiing ngi dung cdn bdn nhdt ciia nen thdn hpc triet 

hpc Tdy Au Trung co, trong bdi viet ndy, tdc gid dd sd bg dUa ra nhiing ddnh gid ve vi tri cda nen 

thdn hpc triet hgc ndy vdi hy vgng ngUdi dgc co dUdc cdi nhin dung dan, khdch quan ve no. 

di ve vi t r i cua nen than hgc triet hgc 
Tay Au Trung cd khdng cd nghia la dat 

' lai van de, ma la nham suy tfl ve mdt 
dong tu duy trong chudi lich sfl tfl duy 
nhan loai da tflng bi khoa hgc va triet hgc 
duy vat thdi ky Phuc hflng phe phan va 
vUdt bd. Day cung la mgt nhiem vu cua 
triet hgc, bdi nhfl Ph.Angghen da tflng 
nhan dinh, "tfl duy ly luan. . . la mgt san 
pham lich sfl"; nd chang qua "chi la mgt dac 
tinh bam sinh dfldi dang nang Iflc cua ngfldi 
ta ma cd thdi"; do vay, "nang Iflc ay c ln 
phai dfldc phat trien va hoan thien, va 
mudn hoan thien nd thi cho tdi nay, khdng 
cd mgt each nao khac hdn la nghien 
cflu toan bg triet hgc thdi trfldc"(l). Them 
vao dd, nghien cflu lich sfl triet hgc tuyet 
nhien khdng phai chi nham tim kiem tri 
thflc triet hgc, ma cdn de phat trien tu duy 
ly luan, de mgt dan tdc cd the "dflng tren 
vai nhflng ngUdi khdng Id", hay "dflng vflng 
tren dinh cao cua khoa hgc" nhu 
Ph.Angghen da nha'n manh. Chinh vi 
nhflng ly do dd, trong bai viet nay, chung 
toi mud'n trd lai ban ve vi tri cua nen than 
hoc triet hgc Tay Au Trung cd. 

Tren binh dien lich sfl, thdi Trung cd 
dfldc xem la thdi ky t h i n quyen gan vdi the 
quyen va td chflc giao hgi chiem vi tri flu 
the trong mgi sinh boat van hda - t inh than 
(dac biet la tr iet hgc) cua xa hdi. Den thdi 
ky Phuc hflng, nhan loai da no Iflc "tran tuc 

hda" mgi mat cua ddi sd'ng xa hdi, ve triet 
hgc thi cd' gang xa lanh anh hfldng cua nen 
triet hgc kinh vien de trd lai vdi nhflng gia 
tri cua nen triet hgc Hy Lap - La Ma cd 
xfla, ddng thdi cap nhat nhflng kham pha 
mdi cua khoa hgc tfl nhien. Triet hgc 
phfldng Tay thdi ky dd dfldng nhfl tach lam 
hai: Mgt ben la triet hgc kinh vien tiep tuc 
"ddng khung" tU duy theo khudn khd 
truyen thd'ng cua minh va ddi luc van len 
an hay xung dot vdi nen triet hgc the tuc 
dang ngay cang anh hudng den ddi sd'ng xa 
hgi. Va, mdt ben, sau thdi ky truy tim cac 
gia tri cua nen triet hgc Hy Lap - La Ma cd 
dai, da chuyen he thd'ng sieu hinh hgc triet 
hgc cd vao khung canh xa hgi mdi, khi ma 
cac phfldng phap suy dien va tien nghiem 
cua triet hgc kinh vien da bi thay the bdi 
lap luan quy nap cua khoa hgc hien dai. 

Nhfl vay, cd the ndi, cac he thd'ng triet 
hgc deu dfldc trd di trd lai, giai doan sau 
dfldng nhfl quay lai diem xua't phat cua giai 
doan trfldc. Nam trong quy luat dd, triet 
hgc Tay Au Trung cd la sfl phat trien ke 
tiep cua triet hgc Cd dai, ddng thdi la tien 
de cho triet hgc Can dai. NhQng tfl tfldng 
triet hgc cua Oguytxtanh, Tdmat Dacanh 

(*) Thae si, Trung tam nghien cUu Ton giao va Tin 
ngUdng, Hpc vien Chinh tri - Hanh chinh Quoc gia 
Ho Chi Minh. 
(1) C.Mac va Ph.Angghen. Todn tap, t.20, Nxb 
Chinh tri Quoc gia, Ha Npi, 1994, tr.487. 
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cung la sfl ke thfla va phat tr ien cua triet 
hgc Platdn, Arixtd't thdi ky Cd dai, va cd 
nhflng tfl tfldng cdn dfldc luan giai sau s ic 
hdn. Vi du, quan niem ve chan ly cua 
Platdn da dfldc Oguytxtanh lam sau sac va 
sang td them. Theo Oguytxtanh, ndu chung 
ta biet dfldc md hinh ly tfldng cua vat, thi 
chflng ta cd the linh hdi dung ban than sfl 
vat; nhflng lam the nao de dat tdi cac md 
hinh ly tfldng, tflc cae tfl tfldng cua Chua? 
Oguytxtanh khang dinh: Dd la khi tam tri 
ta sang ra va linh cam dfldc. Tam tri sang 
ra la thdi diem, khi ma ta t ca nhflng gi 
trfldc dd cdn tu mu, rd'i r am thi nay trd nen 
rd rang va xac dinh. Vdi quan niem nay, 
Oguytxtanh da coi tam tri sang ra gid'ng vdi 
sfl hdi tfldng cua linh hdn d Platdn. Song, di 
xa hdn Platdn, dng ehi ra dfldc sfl khac 
nhau gifla chung the hien d chd, sfl chan 
dgng tam hdn cd trfldc sfl linh cam. Sfl cha'n 
ddng tam hdn g i n lien vdi nhflng hoan 
canh sd'ng ba't hanh, bi dat nhUng chinh 
trong hoan canh dd, chung loai bd khdi tam 
hdn ta cai nhan tam, sii sd hai va thd d. 
Theo dng, chi thien va t ra i t im trong sach 
la nhflng dieu kien de n h a n thflc chan ly. 
Chan ly dfldc md ra d thdi diem tam tri 
sang ra va dd la anh sang eho phep ta linh 
hdi, nhan thflc dung ve the gidi. 

Do vay, khdng nen coi tr iet hgc Tay Au 
Trung cd la giai doan "thut Iui" cua lieh sfl 
tu duy nhan loai, cung khdng phai la sii 
"dflt doan" cua lich sfl, ma ehi'nh trong giai 
doan nay, nd da hinh t hanh ed sd, nen 
mdng cho sfl pha t t r ien cua cac giai doan 
tiep theo, cho du tr iet hge thdi ky nay bi 
xem la triet hgc kinh vien(2). 

Ph.Heghen la ngfldi d l u tien dfla ra 

quan niem ve "vdng trdn lieh sfl tridt hgc". 

Theo dng, lich sfl t r iet hgc nhfl mdt vdng 

trdn, vdng trdn nay bao gdm xung quanh nd 

mdt sd ldn nhflng vdng trdn khac; trong dd, 

triet hgc hien dai ehinh la ket qua eua 

nhflng nguyen ly da cd tfl trfldc dd. Lich sfl 

tr iet hgc khdng phai la bd sflu tap eac tfl 

tudng, ma la sU pha t t r ien eu the eua triet 

hgc t ren con dudng n h a n thflc chan ly. 

V.I.Lenin da danh gia ra't cao tfl tfldng nay 

cua Ph.Heghen va d i in dat lai nd theo each 

cua minh. Trong But ky triet hgc, V.I.Lenin 

eho rang, "khoa hgc la mgt vdng trdn cua 

cdc vdng trdn", mdi chieu eanh rieng biet 

cua tfl tfldng la mdt vdng trdn t ren vdng 

trdn ldn (xoay dc) eua sfl pha t trien tfl 

tfldng con ngfldi ndi chung. R ing , lich sfl 

tr iet hgc nhfl mdt vdng trdn cua nhflng 

vdng trdn (vdng xoay dc), t rong dd m l t xich 

nao cung quan t rgng nhfl nhau, cai sau la 

sfl ke thfla va pha t t r ien cua cai trfldc(3). 

Day dfldc coi nhfl md hinh de nhan thflc sfl 

pha t t r ien cua toan bd nhan thflc loai 

ngfldi. Didu dd cung cd nghia r i ng , de hieu 

dfldc tridt hgc hien dai, chung ta phai 

nghien cflu toan bd lich sfl tr iet hgc, khdng 

bd sdt mdt khau nao, mdt ma t xich nao theo 

kieu "khinh - trgng". Vi nhfl, he thd'ng triet 

hgc cua Ph.Heghen la sfl tdng ket hau nhfl 

toan bd tfl tfldng tridt hgc trfldc day, nhflng 

cd'ng hien cua Ph.Heghen la d chd, dng da 

phat hign ra nhflng mau t h u a n xuat hien 

trong tfl tfldng d mdi giai doan va tha'y dfldc 

nhflng mau t h u a n ay budc phai hi loai bd 

de tidn len mdt t r inh do cao hdn. Tuy 

nhien, Ph.Heghen lai d i in ta qua trinh dd 

mdt each trflu tfldng trong pham vi tinh 

t h i n va do vay, h inh t h a n h cai ggi la "chu 

nghia duy t am tuyet dd'i". Qua t r inh lich s i 

dung ra la di tfl tfl nhien len xa hdi, mgi tfl 

tfldng deu dfldc xay dflng t ren cd sd cua 

boat ddng thflc te, song dieu nay da hi 

(2) Triet hpc kinh vien la mot he thong triet hpc 
hudng tdi viec hoa trpn than hpc Kito giao vdi triet 
hpc Hy Lap ciia Arixto't. Dai dien tieu bieu va noi 
bat hdn ca cua trUcing phai nay la Tomat Dacanh. 
(3) Xem: V.I.Lenin. Todn tap. t.29, Nxb Tie'n bp, 
Matxcdva, 1981, tr.252-253. 
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Ph.Heghen dao ldn thanh mdt qua trinh la 
tfl tfldng phat sinh thflc tai, t inh than sang 
tao vat cha't. Va, trong luc tr inh bay tien 
trinh nay mdt each t rai ngfldc nhfl the, 
Ph.Heghen da phat tr ien mgt each cd he 
thd'ng phfldng phap bien chflng. Phfldng 
phap nay da dfldc C.Mac xay dflng lai tren 
cd sd duy vat, "dflng nd lai", bdc t r i n "cai 
hat nhan hdp ly cua nd d dang sau ldp vd 
than bf'(4). Mac du, trong tay Ph.Heghen, 
phep bien chiing da hi t h i n bi hda, nhflng 
chinh dng lai la ngfldi d l u tien trinh bay 
mgt each tdng quat va cd y thflc ve nhflng 
hinh thai bien chflng phd bien. Nhfl vay, 
phep bien chflng duy vat cua C.Mac, tuy da 
vfldt len tren Ph.Heghen, nhflng khdng the 
phu nhan mgt dieu la, C.Mac da ke thfla 
"cai hat nhan hdp ly '̂ trong quan niem bien 
chiing cua Ph.Heghen. 

The nhflng, mdt thdi gian dai, gidi 
nghien cflu va giang day triet hgc d Viet 
Nam da khdng danh gia cao vai trd cua 
triet hgc Ph.Heghen. Tudng tU nhU vay, hg 
ciing khdng coi trgng nen triet hgc kinh 
vien thdi ky Trung cd, vi cho dd la triet hgc 
cua nha thd, la thdi ky "den td'i" trong lich 
sfl nhan loai; rang, viec Kitd giao boa mgi 
mat cua ddi sd'ng the tuc la mdt hanh dgng 
"bdp nghet" nen van boa nhan loai, "trdi 
budc" tfl duy va tinh than con ngfldi trong 
cai hfl vd, sieu hinh va ao tfldng... Cach 
danh gia nhfl vay la khdng cdng bang. Triet 
hgc kinh vien, du da sfl dung nen triet hgc 
duy tam Co dai de bien minh cho nhflng tin 
dieu ton giao cua minh, du nd da tiing ddi 
lap vdi khoa hgc va sfl tien bd xa hgi, nhUng 
nen van hda phUdng Tay Trung cd van cfl la 
mgt nen van hda tinh than cd ndi dung va 
hinh thflc phong phu, dfldc danh da'u bdi 
nhflng thanh tflu ddc dao. Ndi khac di, Kitd 
giao da tflng la ngudn cam hflng cho cac tac 
pham kien true, hdi hoa, am nhac, thi ca, 
tieu thuyet... va trong cac tac pham dd, neu 

tfldc bd di phan lien quan den Kitd giao thi 

gan nhu chang cdn gi. Khdng phai nglu 

nhien ma con ngUdi lai thich nhflng tac 

pham van hgc - nghe thua t de cap den cac 

van de chii quan, thdn bi hdn cac tac pham 

khd khan va thuan tuy ly tinh, tfl bien. 

Thdi ky Khai sang (tfl the ky XVll trd 

di), vdi cac cudc each mang lien tuc dien ra 

tren mgi linh vflc d phfldng Tay, da xua't 

hien nhieu nha triet gia, nhu Decactd, 

Cantd, Heghen, Huxec, Kieccdga, Haiddgd... 

mud'n xay dUng mdt ky nguyen mdi cho 

triet hgc, ky nguyen cua chu nghia nhan 

ban triet de, chd'ng lai y niem ve Thien 

chua, ve linh hdn bat tfl, ve the gidi sau khi 

chet, coi dd la nhflng y tudng han hep, day 

thien kien cua he thd'ng sieu hinh hgc, t h i n 

hgc trUdc da'y, dac biet la Nitxd vdi ldi 

tuyen bd' "ThUdng de da chet". Song, nhieu 

ky nguyen da qua, sau nhiing gi triet ly 

anh sang xem la tieu cUc thi lai bat dau 

khdi phat d Phap, ndi t h l p len bd dud'c each 

mang "anh sang" va chu nghia the tuc da 

phai chflng kien phong trao van chUdng 

lang man, de cao vai trd cua tinh cam, tri 

tfldng tfldng, mud'n thoat ly khdi ly tri khd 

khan de dam minh trong the gidi mong 

lung, huyen bi; cdn d Dflc, ngfldi ta di vao 

suy tfl tdn giao nhieu hdn. 

Lich sfl triet hgc trUdc Mac da tdn tai 

hai trao luu triet hgc chinh, dd'i lap nhau la 

chu nghia duy vat va chu nghia duy tam. 

Neu cac nha duy vat cd cong lao trong viec 

xay dUng, phat trien quan diem duy vkt, 

thi cac nha duy tam lai ddng gdp nhieu vao 

viec xay dflng va phat trien phep bien 

chflng. Chinh V.I.Lenin .da tflng khang 

dinh: "Chu nghia duy tam thdng minh gan 

vdi chu nghia duy vat thdng minh hdn chu 

(4) C.Mac va Ph.Angghen. Todn tap, t.23, Nxb 
Chinh tri Quoc gia, Ha Npi, 1993, tr.35. 
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nghia duy vat ngu xuan"(5). Theo dd, cd the 
ndi, triet hgc duy tam t h i n bi khdng cd 
nghia la hoan toan khdng cd gia tri . 

Trong thdi ky Cd dai, ngfldi ta coi t h i n 
thanh la cai gi dd cu the, tdn tai va triet hgc 
duy ly thdi ky nay chi tin vao nhflng gi da 
dfldc luan chflng, ed the sd md dfldc. Khi dao 
Kitd ra ddi, nd da phan nao khac phuc dfldc 
nhflng ban chd eua chu nghia duy vat ngay 
thd, chat phac trong triet hge Co dai khi cho 
rang, niem tin la cai khdng c ln luan chflng, 
niem tin cd gia tri tfl than. Vdi Kitd giao, 
thanh than hay Chua la mdt pham tru 
thugc ve hfl vd, vd hinh, bat dinh, tdn tai d 
dau dd trong khdng gian va thdi gian ma con 
ngfldi khdng bao gid ed the hinh dung hay 
cam nhan dfldc; Chua khdng hi gidi ban d 
bat ky mdt cai gi, khdng cd sfl khdi d l u va 
cung khdng cd sfl ket thuc; Chua la tdn tai 
khdng dfldc sang tao ra (khdng do ai sang 
tao ra), nhflng mgi cai lai dfldc sang tao bdi 
Chua va deu tdn tai theo sfl sap dat cua 
Chua, thdng qua sfl tdn tai cua Chua. 

Nhfl vay, neu bdc di cai vd t h i n bi, chung 
ta cd the thay dfldc "cai ha t nhan hdp ly" 
trong thuyet Sang the ky cua Kitd giao - dd 
la y niem tridt hge ve mdt Hien thdn td'i cao 

khi xem Thien chua la ban the eua vu tru, la 
cai ban nguyen ban d l u eua vu tru, la 
nguyen fly cfla hien than vu tru, la cai 
khdng the hinh dung hay cam nhan dfldc, 
thudc ve hfl vd nhflng lai tdn tai that , khdng 
do ai sinh ra va chi cd duy nha't mdt, nhflng 
lai tfl dd ma sinh ra trdi da't va van vat. 

Cd the ndi, quan niem ve Chua cua Kitd 
giao phan nao tUdng ddng vdi khai niem Ly -

Khi, Thdi cUc cua Td'ng Nho (Tan Nho), khai 
niem Dgo cua Lao Tfl, Hu vd cua Phat giao. 
Ly - Khi, Thai ciic, Hu vd hay Dao deu la 
nhiing pham trfl triet hge phfldng Ddng 
dflng de dien dat ve cai ggi la ban nguyen 
ban d l u cua vu tru, de t ra ldi cho cau hdi the 
gidi nay dfldc sinh ra tfl dau va cai dd la gi, 

t inh than hay vat chat. Theo Lao Txi, Dgo cd 
the cho la Dgo dfldc, nhflng dd khdng phai la 
Dgo thfldng; Ten cd the ggi ten ra dfldc, 
nhflng dd khdng phai la Ten thfldng. Cd vat 
hdn hdp sinh ra tfl trfldc khi ed trdi dat, ta 
khdng biet ggi ten nd la gi, nen tam ggi la 
Dgo. Ndi den sfl ldn lao cua Bgo thi kd ca 
trdi d l t cung khdng the bao t rum dfldc; ndi 
den sfl td vi cua Bgo thi Bgo d ngay trong 
cdng viec, trong ddi" sd'ng hang ngay. Cdn cac 
nha Td'ng Nho, nhfl Chau Ddn Di, Trinh 
Hao, Trinh Di... lai cho r i ng , the gidi dfldc 
sinh ra tfl mdt t rang thai hdn ddn, ma diem 
khdi d l u cua nd la Thai cflc. Thai cflc hay Vd 
cflc chi ed duy nha't mdt, tdn tai thflc, tfl dd 
sinh hai la khi Am va khi Dfldng, tfl hai khi 
dd sinh ra Ngu hanh va van vat. . . 

Theo do, xet cho eung, ta't ca cac ly 
thuyet tr iet hge (ca Ddng va Tay) deu mud'n 
di tim ngudn gd'c, ban nguyen ban d l u cua 
vu t ru va giai thich the gidi bang nhieu 
each khac nhau , vdi nhflng pham t ru khac 
nhau, nhflng van cd nhflng diem chung, 
tfldng ddng. Vfldt qua t hanh kien ve mgt 
thdi ky lich sfl "den td'i" cua nhan loai, nhdt 
cai vd bgc t han t h a n h lai, xet theo chieu 
kich luan ly - sieu hinh hgc phfldng Tay thi 
cac nha tfl tfldng, tfl Xderat, Arixtd't den 
Dflc Phat , Giesu..., deu la nhflng dai triet 
gia va hg da md ta the gidi va the hien ngi 
dung "Tridt" day t inh n h a n van cao ca. 

Tuy nhien, danh gia mdt ly thuyet triet 
hgc khdng phai chi d viee xem ly thuyet do 
giai thich the gidi ra sao, ma quan trgng hdn 
la xet xem ly thuyet dd gdp p h l n nhfl the 
nao vao viec lam thay ddi the gidi, dung nhfl 
C.Mac da khang dinh: "Cae nha triet hgc da 
chi gidi thich the gidi b l n g nhieu each khac 
nhau, song van de la cdi tgo the gidi"(6).• 

(5) V.I.Lenin. Todn tap, t.29. Nxb Tie'n bo, Matxcdva, 
1981, tr.293. 
(6) C.Mac va Ph.Angghen. Todn tap, t.3, Nxb 
Chinh tri Quoc gia, Ha Npi, 1995, tr.l2. 
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