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Tém tit

Lich sit bang giao giita hai quéc gia Hoa Ky va Viét Nam dwoc xiic tién tir rdt sém.
Trong thé ky XIX, nha hang hai Edmund Roberts duwoc chinh phit Hoa Ky cir lam ddc sir di
2 lan sang Viét Nam dé thiét ldp quan hé ngoai giao. Badi viét phén tich nhitng né lyc ciia
ddc sir Edmund Roberts trong sir ménh thiét ldp bang giao Viét-My trong thé ky XIX.
T khéa: bang giao Viét-My, dic sir Edmund Roberts, Viing Lam.

Trong thé ky XIX, chinh phu Hoa Ky di
xuc tién manh mé& viéc thiét 1ap bang giao
v6i cac nuéc A Pong, trong d6 co Viét
Nam. Nha hang hai Edmund Roberts duoc
chinh phu Hoa Ky cir 1am dic st da 2 lan
dén Viét Nam (ndm 1833 va nim 1836) dé
thiét 1ap quan hé ngoai giao véi tricu
Nguyén.

1. Vai nét vé dic sit Edmund Roberts

Edmund Roberts sinh ngay 27 thang 6
nam 1784 tai Postmouth, New Hampshire.
Ong 1a mot nha hang hai va doanh nhan c6
kinh nghiém. Nam 1823, Edmund Roberts
duoc bd nhiém lam Lanh sy Hoa Ky tai
Demerara, mgt vung nam trén bo bién phia
dong ciia chau Phi. Hon b6n nam sau, ong
diéu hanh tuyén van tai giita Hoa Ky va An
Do (Miller, 2018). Qua kinh nghiém giao
tiép tai Vién Pong, Edmund Roberts tin
rang viéc bang giao voi mot sd qudc gia
trong khu vuc nay s€ mang lai loi ich cho
Hoa Ky, dac bi¢t trong linh vuc thuong
mai. B truong Hai quan Hoa Ky Levi
Woodbury (ban cua Roberts) da trinh Ién
tong thong Hoa Ky nhitng d& nghi cua
Edmund Roberts va duoc Tong thong
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Andrew Jackson chip thuan.

Ngay 5 thang 1 nam 1832, B§ trudng
Ngoai giao Hoa Ky la Edward Livingston
da thong bao véi BO truong Hai quan
Woodbury ring Toéng théng Andrew
Jackson did dong ¥ bd nhiém Edmund
Roberts 1am “nhan vién mat cho ving An
Do Duong”. Theo do6, Edmund Roberts
duoc cur 1a dic st dén cac nude Viét Nam,
Thai Lan va Muscat v6i nhiém vu thu thap
tin tirc vé cac san pham va nén thuong mai,
dong thoi tim cach ky két mot hiép udce
thwong mai v6i giéi chic thAm quyén cua
cac qudc gia nay (Miller, 2018).

2. Chuyén viéng thim Viét Nam lan thir nhit

Theo 1oi tuong thuit cia Edmund
Roberts trong Embassy to the Eastern
Courts of Cochinchina, Siam, and Muscat,
chién thuyén Peacock dua phai doan cua
ong di tir Boston vao ngay 8 thang 3 nam
1832 chay vé phia tdy Thai Binh Duong
xuyén qua Rio de Janeiro dén Sumatra. Sau
khi tham viéng Philippines va Trung Hoa,
thuyén Peacock dd dén vinh Pa Ning thi
gip thoi tiét x4u, mua bio lién tuc vai Cac
ludng gié dong nam thoi manh nén tau bi
giat xuéng phia nam va di cap bén Viing
Lim, tinh Pha Yén. Pay 1a mot thuong
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cang nam phia bic Miii Cape Averella, mot
dja diém phia nam thanh phé Qui Nhon.

Trua ngay 6/1/1833, thuyén Peacock cap
bén Viing Lim. Trong budi chiéu hom do,
vién xa truong lang Tan Thanh d3 dén do
héi vé muyc dich cudc tham viéng cua chiée
thuyén la va doan thuy thu di cho biét
thuyén chd phai doan ngoai giao Hoa Ky
mang qudc thu dén xin tiép kién vua Minh
Mang va mong mudn dugc di dén kinh do
cang sém cang tot dé dé trinh thu cua tong
théng 1én nha vua. Ngay 7/1/1833, dic st
Edmund Roberts d3 viét mot bue thu noi rd
muc dich ctua phai doan Hoa Ky va 1y do
phai cap cang Ving Lam, rdi nhd quan
Tuén vii tinh Pha Yén chuyén vé tridu dinh
Hué dé xin yét kién nha vua.

Noi dung buc thu: “Kinh gui Ngai, Vua
nwde An nam.

Nguoi  ky Edmund
Roberts, vinh hanh thong bdo voi Ngai

tén dwoi day,

rang, ong Andrew Jackson, Tong thong
Hoa Ky, véi mong muén thiét lip giao
thwong than thién voi Vua nuoc An Nam,
dd phdi tau chién Peacock cia Hoa Ky, do
Thuyén truong David Geisinger chi huy,
dén lanh thé ciia Ngai. Tong thong Hoa Ky
da phai nguoi ki tén duwoi day, dac siwr cua
ong dy, dén trieu dinh cua Ngai, véi mot la
thw chuyén dén Ngdi, va giao cho éng ta
toan quyén thwong lwong véi Ngdi, vi
nhitng muc tiéu quan trong theo nhdn dinh
ciia Tong thong Hoa Ky. Do dé, thinh cdu
Ngai danh cho 6ng ta mét it thoi gian dé
gap mat.

Y dinh ban dau cia chi huy tau chién
Hoa Ky truoc khi tién vao vinh Pa chng la
nhuw vdy; nhung sau dé, nhiéu luong gié va
dong chdy nghich da khién tau khéng thé
thang tién téi vinh Pa Ndng, ma budc phdi
di vao vung cang nay. Do vay, nguoi ky tén
dwdi ddy phai cho doi cau tra loi cua Ngai.

Thu dwoc viét trén tau Peacock ciia Hoa

Ky, tai dia phdn Viing Lam, tinh Phii Yén,
xte An Nam vao ngay 7 thang 01 nam 1833,
nam doc lgp thw 57. (Pa ky) Edmund
Roberts. ”’(Robert, 1837).

Sau khi buc thu dugc chuyén dén co
quan Thuong Bac va nhéan dugc bao cao vé
su c6 mit cua phai doan Hoa Ky, triéu dinh
Hué d3 cir Nguyén Tri Phuong va Ly Vin
Phtrc dén Phu Yén ngay 17/1/1833. Cung
di v6i 2 quan chuc cap cao cia triéu dinh
c6 2 vién thdng ngodn. Tai thuyén Peacock,
dién ra cudc thao luan giita phai doan Viét
Nam va Hoa Ky xoay quanh vé thé thirc va
ngdn tir lién quan dén bic thu cia Edmund
Roberts da gui tr ngay 7/1/1833. Theo phia
Viét Nam, thi birc thu c6 mot sd sai sot nhu
tén qudc gia khong phai 1a An Nam ma Ia
Viét Nam, tudc vi vua Minh Mang la
Hoang dé chir khong phai 13 Vua nén
khong trinh 1én vua Minh Mang.

Hai vién quan ciing d& nghi dugc xem
buc thu téng théng Hoa Ky guri vua Viét
Nam c6 16i gi vé thé thic hay khéng va
dwoc Edmund Roberts gii thich rang, thu
ciia Tong thong 1a thu gi6i thidu vi dic sir
v6i nha vua va vi dic st s& tién hanh dam
phan nhirg muc tiéu cu thé sau khi dén
Hué. Loi giai thich nay hoan toan khong
lam théa man cho phia Viét Nam. Nguyén
Tri Phuong va Ly Van Phtc du thao cho
Edmund Roberts mét 14 thu giri cho quan
Thuong Bac véi 16i 18 nhun nhuong: “Ong
Edmund Roberts, sw gia tw Hop Chung
Quéc Hoa Ky, mudn trinh bay véi Ngdi
rdng ong ta da nhan duwoc lénh cua vi téng
théng ciia éng ta, ity nhiém cho éng ta, mot
vién chirc cap thap, dé chuyén mét cong
van vé vin dé nay nhw sau: Téi da biét dén
tiéng tam cia cac vieong quoc ciia Ngai tir
lau véi mét wée muon cé dwoc mét su giao
tiép hiru nghi; nhung triede day t6i chiea hé
c6 mét co hoi dé thiét lap dvwoc mot sy giao
hitu nhie thé. Nay t6i tha thiét khan cau
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thiét ldp mot sw giao tiép than hiru. Ngoai
diém nay, t6i khéng mong muén diéu gi
khac nita. Vi swr gia noi trén dwoc woc dinh
sé duwa ra loi tuyén bo nay, xin Ngai hdy
trinh 1én Hoang Pé, sau khi da lugc duyét,
aé Hoang Dé c6 thé vui long cho phép vi si
gid dwoc mau chéng lai kinh, va kinh can
dé trinh la thu nay”(Miller, 2018).

Tuy nhién, dic st Edmund Roberts da
tir chéi du thao thu goi y vi cho rang giong
diéu trong birc thu nay khé chap nhan vi
ngoai sy khim nim vé vin phong, ngbn
ngit chung 14 ctia ké thudc cip va ong viét
mot buc thu khac véi nhitng ngon tor da
thay d6i theo yéu cau cua 2 vién quan tridu
dinh Hué. Noi dung buc thu: “Kinh giti Bé
truong Ngoai giao, Thuong mai va Hang
hai, Hué. Edmund Roberts, dic sir tir Hoa
Ky, mong muon théng bdo véi Ngdi rang,
ong Andrew Jackson, Tong thong Hoa Ky,
ki vong thiét lip moi giao thiwong thdn
thién véi Hoang dé ciia Viét Nam , da giki
tau chién Peacock cia Hoa Ky, do Thuyén
truéng David Geisinger chi huy, dén linh
thé ciia Ngai. Va Tong thong Hoa Ky néu
trén da vy quyén cho téi, ddc sir ciia ong
ay, dén triéu dinh cia Ngai, va giao cho toi
mot la thi dé giri dén Ngai, trong thu t6i
dwoc giao toan quyén, thay mdt Tong thong
Hoa Ky dé thwong hrong, vi nhitng muc
tiéu quan trong theo nhdn dinh cia Tong
théng. Do vy, téi thinh cau 6ng chuyén 1o
dén Ngai va hi vong sé dwoc sdp xép mét it
thoi gian t6i thiéu dé gdp mat.

Y dinh ban ddu ciia chi huy tau chién
Hoa Ky trudc khi tién vao vinh Pa Nang |a
nhu vdy; nhung sau do, nhiéu luong gio va
dong chdy nghich da khién tau khbng thé
thang tién téi vinh Pa Nang, ma budc phai
di vao vung cang nay. Do vdy, nguoi ky tén
dwoi day phai cho doi cdu tra loi cua Ngai.
Thu dwoc ki va dong niém phong trén tau
Peacock cua Hoa Ky, tai dia phdn Viing

Lam, tinh Phi Yén, nuéc Viét Nam, vao
ngay 18 thang 01 nam 1833 va la nam thir
57 cia nén déc lip Hoa Ky. (Ky tén)
Edmund Roberts ’(Robert, 1837). Birc thu
cia Edmund Roberts dugc dua vé triéu
dinh Hué va phai doan Hoa Ky s& chd két
qua tra 1o trong 2-3 ngay tdi.

Dén ngay 27/1/1833, triéu dinh Hué cur
2 dai dién vao yéu cau phia Hoa Ky cung
cip ban dich buc cta thu Téng thong
Andrew Jackson trudc khi trinh [én vua
Minh Mang, dong thoi thong bao dic st
Edmund Roberts khi tiép kién hoang dé
phai gui qua va quy lay. Phai doan Hoa Ky
ddng ¥ cung cip ban dich birc thu ctia Tong
thong Andrew Jackson va ting qua theo
yéu cau, nhung chi chap nhan nghiéng
minh chtr khong quy lay. Noi dung birc thu
ctia Tong thong Andrew Jackson nhu sau:

e v ™
(Ban khic ndy do Vin-héa Nguyét-san cho muwga)

Biic qudc thu ctia Andrew Jackson, Tong
thong thir 7 ciia Hoa Ky (1829 — 1837). Anh
chup tir Viét Sir Tan Bién, ciia Pham Van Son.

Ban dich:
“Andrew Jackson, Tong thong Hoa K.
Kinh giti ...Nguoi ban tot va vi dai.
Thw ndy dwoc chuyén dén Ngai béi
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Edmund Roberts, mot cong dan dang kinh
ciia Hoa Ky, nguoi da dwoc bé nhiém lam
Ddc s, dai dién Chinh phu cua chung toi
dé trao doi cong viéc quan trong véi Ngdi.
Téi mong Ngai bio vé ong dy trong qud
trinh thyc hién nhitng nhiém vu dwoc giao,
déi xir tot va tin twéng ong dy, ddt toan bo
niém tin vao nhitng gi éng dy sé thay mdt
chiing t6i trao doi véi Ngai. Pdc biét la khi
ong dy khang dinh nhiéu lan vé su dam bdo
moi quan hé hitu nghi va hoan toan thién
chi ciia chimg t6i d6i véi Ngai. Cau xin
Chua luon o bén canh, che cho va phu ho
cho Ngai, nguoi ban 16t va vi dai.

Thuw nay dwoc ching thuc, do chinh tay
t0i ky va dong ddu bang An trién ciia Hoa
Ky. Puge téi trao true tiép tai thanh pho
Washington, ngay 31 thing 01 nam 1832
va la nam thir 56 cia nén doc ldp cua Hoa
Ky. Andrew Jackson-Téng thong. Edward
Livingston- B¢ truong Ngoai giao”(Robert,
1837).

Do khong thong nhét vé& nghi thic khi
tiép kién vua Minh Mang cua dac su
Edmund Roberts va mot s ngdn tir trong
buc thu dich ciia Téng thdng Andrew
Jackson khong phu hop, nén phia Viét
Nam khong chéc chin cho phép phai doan
Hoa Ky dén Hué dé trinh quic thu hay
khong? Viéc nay con cho sy tra 10i tir co
quan Thuong Bac cuia tridu dinh Hué.

Su cho doi qué 1au cling nhu khac biét
vé vin héa ung xtr khi thuong thao khién
cho phia Hoa Ky khong con du kién nhan.
Edmund Roberts thong bao cho doan thuy
thi trén thuyén Peacock s& roi khoi Viing
Ladm sau 1 tudn nita néu khoéng nhan duoc
cau tra 16i coa tridu dinh Hué. Ngay
8/2/1833, phai doan Hoa Ky roi khoi Viét
Nam khi dugc tin tridu dinh Hué khong c6
ké hoach trinh qudc thu 1én hoang dé Minh
Mang. Nhu vay, st ménh bang giao gilra
Hoa Ky va Viét Nam trong chuyén bang

giao 1an thtr nhit cia Edmund Roberts
khong thanh céng do sy khac biét vé nghi
thirc ngoai giao va hinh thirc van ban gitra
hai nudc.
3. Chuyén viéng thim Viét Nam lan thir hai
Ba nam sau, ngay 20 thang 4 nam
1836- mot 1an nita Edmund Roberts tiép tuc
dugc Tong théng Andrew Jackson trao cho
sa ménh dén Viét Nam dé thiét lap mbi
giao hao vé thwong mai. Lan nay Edmund
Roberts di trén mot ham d6i nho gém 2
chién thuyén: thuyén mot budm Peacock va
thuyén hai budm Enterprise, dudi su chi
huy cua Thiéu tudéng E.P. Kennedy. St
triéu Nguyén ghi lai sy kién nay:

“Thang 4 nam Binh Dan nién hiéu Minh
Mang thir 17 (1836). Tinh than Qudng Nam
tau: CO sir thuyén nuwée Ma-Ly-Can diu ¢
viing Tra Son thuéc Pa Nang Qudng Nam,
noi ¢d quoc thw cau thdng dat, xin vao
chau. Quan ftinh dem viéc tau 1én. Vua hdi
thi lang Bé H Pdo Tri Phl rang: - Xem
tinh y loi Ié cua ho to ra cung thudn, vdy co
nén nhdn hay khéng? Tri Phu thua: - Ho 1a
nguoi mede ngoai, tinh y gid doi ciing chira
biét chimg. Than twéng hay cho ho vao
Kinh, luu o cdng quan Thuong bac, phéi
ngueoi dén khodn ddi dé tham do Y ho dén.

Thi lang Nogi cac Hoang Quy tau noi:
Nudc ho xao quyét mudn mat, Nén cy tuyét
di. Mgt khi dung nap so d@é lo cho doi sau.
Nguoi xwa dong cuwa ai Ngoc quan, ta tuyét
Tay viee, thue 1a chuwde hay chong cuw
Nhung dich.

Vua noi: Ho xa cach trung duong trén 4
van dam, Sao lai cu tuyét, chcfng hoa 0 ra
cho ngueoi ta thay minh khong réng rai w?
(Vua) lién sai DPao Tri Phi cing véi Thi
lang Bé Lai L& B& TU, lam thudc vién
Thuong bac, dén tan noi uy lao tham hoi.
Khi dén noi, Vién thuyén trieong noi 1a bj
om, khong tiép kién duwoc. Ta sai thong
ngon dén tham: ho ciing sai nguoi ddp Ié.
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Réi ngay ngay dy, giwong buon kéo di. Bon
Tri PhQ dem viéc tau 1én va noi: Chot dén
chot di thit khdng co 1é nghia.

Vua phé bdo rang: Ho dén, ta khéng
ngan. Ho di, ta khong dudi theo. Lé phép
van minh co trach gi man di cdi ngoai (Pai
Nam thwc luc chinh bién, 1970, tr.109 -
110)”.

Phéi b Edmund Roberts da dén vinh Da
Ning ngay 14 thang 5 nim 1836, va trong
tam ngay luu tai day ong bi bénh khéa nang
trude khi dé trinh du thao hiép wdc thuong
mai cung buc thu trinh bay muc dich cua
cudc tham viéng guri 1én Tridu dinh Hué.
Thoi gian ndy, triéu Nguyén cé ctr Dao Tri
Pha va Lai by Thi lang Lé Ba Tt dén gip
St bo Hoa Ky. Luc phai doan Viét Nam
dén tham viéng, Edmund Robert khong ra
tiép, chi cho nguoi ra cam ta. Mat khac,
phai doan Hoa Ky lai yéu ciu phia Viét
Nam phai tra 10i thu cia Tong thdng
Andrew Jackson trong vong ba ngay,
nhung tridu dinh Hué khong thé dap tmng
duoc vi cac phién dich gioi dang di cong
can xa. Ti ngay 21 thang 5 nam 1836,
thuyén cta phai doan Hoa Ky da roi khoi
Viét Nam dé dua Edmund Roberts dén Ma
Cao cdp ctru Vi bénh tinh cia 6ng kha tram
trong. Chinh vi sy ra di voi va khong tir biét
nay khién cho phia triéu Nguyén hiéu lam
phai b Hoa Ky “khong c6 1& nghia”. Ngay
12 thang 6 nam 1836, tau cip bén Ma Cao
thi Edmund Robert da trat hoi tho cudi

cuing, bé do chuyén cong du dén Viét Nam
1an thir 2 nham ky két mot thoa udc thuong
mai.
4. Thay cho 10i két

Viéc dac st Edmund Robert trong hai
chuyén cong can dén Viét Nam dé xay
dung mbi quan hé giao hao giita 2 nudc
khong thanh cong, theo Robert Hopkins
Miller xuat phat “tir hai nén vin héa xa x6i
khong gip nhau va do tim quan trong cua
bén ndy voi bén kia van chua du 16n, nén ca
Viét Nam va My da khong vuot qua nhiing
trd ngai ban diu. Roberts ciing khong
thuyét phuc nbi Viét Nam, rang My khac
véi cac nuéc chau Au, nhitng nudc chi
quan tam dén chinh phuc, 1ap thudc dia...
Viét Nam cling coi My cung hdi cung
thuyén voi cac nudc chau Au nén chua sin
sang cho mbi quan h&” (Minh Chau, 2020).
Nhu vdy, véi nhitng nd luc cua cua dic s
Edmund Robert trong 2 lan dén Viét Nam
nham thiét 1ap mbi bang giao giita hai qudc
gia khong thanh cong do mot sd khac biét vé
nghi thitc ngoai giao va hinh thirc van ban
cling nhu sy hiéu biét 1an nhau giita hai phia
Viét Nam va Hoa Ky. Nhung du sao nhiing
¢ ging cua dic st Edmund Robert trong
nhitng nd lyc thiét 1ap bang giao giita hai
nuéc Hoa Ky va Viét Nam trong thé ky
XX da dat nén tang va md ra nhiéu co hoi
cho lich su bang giao gitta 2 nudc trong
nhirng ndm sau doJ
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Abstract
The history of relations between the two countries of the United States and Vietnam
was promoted quite early in the past. In the nineteenth century, the navigator Edmund
Roberts was appointed by the US government as a special envoy to Vietnam twice to
establish diplomatic relations. The paper analyzes the efforts of special envoy Edmund
Roberts in his mission of opening Vietnam-US intercourse in the nineteenth century.
Keywords: Vietnam-US intercourse, special envoy Edmund Roberts, Vung Lam.
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