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BUGC DAU TiM HIEU TU TUGNG TRIET HOC
TON GIAO CUA WILLIAM JAMES

1. Cudc doi va su nghiép khoa hoc ciia
William James

Khi nhic dén nudéec My, moi ngudi
thudng nghi dé 13 cudng quéc s6 modt thé
gidi vé kinh t& va quan sy, it ai nghi dén
dat nuéc nay dia sin sinh ra nhitng nha
triét hoc vi dai nhu Charles Sanders
Peirce, Sigmund Freud®, Jonh Dewey,
v.v... Trong s6 doé, c6 1& vi dai nhat, dic
biét va ki di nhat 1a William James, mot
trong nhitng ngudi san sinh ra tu tuéng
triét hoc va ton gido Hoa Ky. William
James (11/01/1842 - 26/8/1910) 1la ngudi
thanh phé New York. Cudc doi ctia 6ng
day nhitng nbi ¢6 don, dau khé. S6 phan
clia éng ciing 1a s6 phan cta nudc My
trong nhitng nim nita cudi thé ki XIX
dau thé& ki XX, thoi gian ma ngusi My
phi géng minh dé duong diu véi thit
nghiép, déi nghéo. C6 1& hoan canh lich
st 4y da t6i luyén nén § chi va tri tué cta
ctia mot ngudi My dién hinh nhu William
James. Ca cudc doi, 6ng dia day cong
nghién citu cac linh vyc nhu Triét hoc,
Giao duc hoc va dac biét 1a Ton giao hoc.
Cac cong trinh khoa hoc clhia 6ng thé
hién trén nhiéu linh vyc nhw Tam 1i hoc,
Triét hoc va Té6n gido hoc. Nhitng cong
trinh khoa hoc nay khéng nhitng phan
anh chinh xac va toan dién thuc trang

PO THU HUONG"

doi séng vat chat va tinh than cla ngudi
My lic by gid ma con gép phan lam thay
déi cach suy nghi ciing nhu hanh déng ctia
ngudi My tit thdi 6ng cho dén bay gid.
Nhitng ai da ting nghién ciru tu tudng ciia
William James déu khéng khdi ngac nhién
khi doc nhitng cong trinh khoa hoc cong
phu, dung di vé hanh vin nhung ddc dao
v& tri tué nhut Talks to Teachers (Trao ddi
voi giao
Pyschology (Nhimg nguyén tic ciia Tam li

vién), The Principles of
hoc), Pragmatism - A New Name for Some
Old Ways of Thinking (Chu nghia thuc
dung - Cai tén méi d6i véi nhitng cach
thitc cii cha tu duy), The Meaning of Truth
(Y nghia ctia chan 1i), The Will to Believe
(Y chi dé tin), in Radical
Empiricism (Nhitng tiéu luin vé cin

Essays

nguyén cta chi nghia kinh nghiém cip
tién). Pic biét vé linh viic Tén gido hoc co6
tac phﬁ"m On the Varieties of Religious
Experience: A Study of Human Nature (Vé
su da dang kinh nghiém ton giao: Nghién
cttu vé ban chit con ngudi), va tac pham A
Pluralistic Universe (Vi tru da nguyén).

William James 13 con trai ctia Henry
James Sr., mot ngudi néi tiéng khéng chi

*. ThS., Pai hoc Noi vu Ha Noi.
1. Ong 12 ngudi Ao nhung mang quéc tich My.
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vi si gidu cé6 ma con bdi cach sdng lap
di. Ong rat quan tim dén viéc gido duc
con cai, dic biét la viéc dua con ra dao
tao & nuéc ngoai. Piéu nay da anh huéng
rit 16n dén 16i suy nghi ciing nhu sy
nghiép cla cic con 6ng sau nay. Ca
William James, em trai Henrry James va
em gai Alice James déu dugc b6 dua sang
Chau Au hoc tit nhé, sau nay ca ba anh
em déu thanh dat. Henry James va Alice
James tr§ thanh nhitng tiéu thuyét gia
néi tiéng. V& thé chit, tit nhd William
James da méic nhiéu loai bénh & mit,
lung, bung va dic biét 14 & da. Nhitng
cin bénh nay cé lan lam cho 6ng trd nén
cam diéc, thAm chi nhiéu 14n xuat hién
triéu chitng suy nhugc than kinh, roi vao
tinh trang trim cim kéo dai va nhiéu
khi 6ng c6 ¥ dinh tu ti.

William James kh&i dau su nghiép
nghién cttu ctia minh tai khoa Y hoc,
Pai hoc Harvard vao 1864, sau d6 6ng bd
d& cong viéc ciia minh viao mila xuin
nim 1865 dé tham gia chuyén tham hiém
song Amazon do gido su Louis Agassiz
din ddu. Sau tAm thang tham hiém, 6ng
danh phai bd cudc vi bénh diu mua va
say séng. Cong viéc nghién ciru cia é6ng
lai bi gian doan vi bénh tit. Nam 1867,
ong phai sang Ditc dé chita bénh cing
nhu dé tiép tuc theo dudi su nghiép
nghién citu Y hoc cia minh. Cuéi cing,
ong ciing to6t nghiép dai hoc véi tidm
bing Bac si vao nim 1868 tai Pai hoc
Haward, nhung khéng bao gid séng
bing nghé Y. S& di nhu viy 1a vi chinh
ban than 6ng khéng nhin thidy minh sé
thanh dat bing nghé Y. Nhitng van dé
clia Triét hoc c6 sitc 16i cuén 6ng hon,
diéu nay din dén viéc 6ng chuyén sang

nghién cttu Triét hoc sau khi t6t nghiép
dai hoc. Ong phat biéu rang: “T6i nghién
citu thuin tay vé duge hoc dé tré nha
Sinh 1i hoc, nhung t6i chim vao Tam li
hoc va Triét hoc nhu mét dinh ménh. Téi
chua bao gid c6 bat ki chi dan Triét hoc
nao, cac bai giadng dau tién vé Tam 1i hoc
ma t6i titng nghe ciing 13 dau tién to6i
dua..®, Ong hién dang gin nhu toan bd
cudc ddi va sy nghiép clia minh cho Pai
hoc Harvard. Tai ngoi trudng nay, 6ng
dugc phong nhiéu hoc ham, hoc vi danh
gia nhu gidng vién Sinh 1i hoc dau nim
1873, Pho Gido sw Tam li hoc vao nam
1876, Ph6 Gi4o su Triét hoc vio nim 1881,
giao su nam 1885, va gido suw danh du
Triét hoc vao nim 1907.

William James 13 nha TAm 1i hoc dau
tién tai Pai hoc Haward cho ring Tam 1i
hoc 13 mot khoa hoc. Ong ciing 13 ngudi
rdt thau hiu va chiu dnh hudng sau sic
tu twdng Tam 1li hoc cta Hermann
Helmholtz G DPitc va Pierre Janet G Phap.
Nhitng kién thitc ma 6ng thu dudec tir cac
tac gid nay 13 co s dé ong gidi thiéu
ciing nhu giang day Tam li hoc thuc
nghiém tai Pai hoc Haward. Ngoai ra,
ong khae,ng' dinh thuc nghiém la phuong
phap nghién citu cia Tam 1i hoc. Ong 1a
giang vién Tam 1li hoc thuyc nghiém tai
Pai hoc Harvard tir 1875 dén 1876®. Thoi
gian nay, 6ng da tham gia cac cudc thao
luan vé Triét hoc v4i Charles Peirce®,

2. Dan theo: Ralph Barton Perry. The Thought and
Character of William James, vol. 1, (1935), 1996
edition, ISBN 0-8265-1279-8, p. 228.

3. Dan theo: Duane P Shultz. A History of Modern
Psychology, Wadsworth/Thompson Press, 2004, p. 179.
4. Xem thém thong tin vé Charles Sander Pierce tai:
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/peirce/
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Oliver Wendell Holmes® va Chauncey
Wright®. Vé sau nhitng nha tu tudng nay
thanh 14p mot cau lac bo hoc thuat goi 1a
Ciu lac bd siéu hinh hoc (The
Metaphysical Club)” tai Pai hoc Haward
vao nim 1872. CAu lac bd nay da cung cap
cho ngudi My mét nén ting tu tudng
trong nhiéu thap nién tiép theo®.

P& c6 thoi gian viét, William James
nghi hwu nim 1907, sau dé 6ng tiép tuc
viét va gidng bai tai cac trudng dai hoc
khac. Trong thdi gian nay, 6ng cho xuit
cac tac pham Triét hoc va Tén giso hoc
ndi tiéng nhw Chd nghia thuc dung
(Pragmatism), Vi tru da nguyén (A
Pluralistic Universe), ¥ nghia cia chin
1i (The Meaning of Truth). Pay cing la
thoi gian bénh dau tim hanh ha Ong.
Nhitng con dau tim di lam cho ong kiét
sttc vao nim 1909 trong khi éng dang né
luc hoan thién tac phim “Mot s6 van dé
vé Triét hoc”. Ong budc phai dén Chau Au
v40 nim 1910 dé diéu tri, tuy nhién do
tudi cao, sitc yéu nén chita tri thit bai.
Ong trd vé va trit hoi thd cudi cing viao
26 thang 8 nim 1910 tai nhi riéng &
Chocorua, New Hampshire. Thi hai 6ng
dugc an tang trong khu nghia trang gia
dinh & thanh ph6é Cambridge, bang
Massachusetts.

2. Co 83 Triét hoc ton gido chia William
James

Tac pham Triét hoc khién cho William
James trd nén néi tiéhg va co6 dnh hudng
16n trong Triét hoc tén giao 1a: ¥ chi dé
tin va cdc tiéu luin khéc trong Triét hoc
ph69 thong (The Will to Believe and Other
Essays in Popular Philosophy), xuit ban
nim 1897, 13 két qua cta sy thu thip va

téng két cac bai bao, cac cong trinh éng
dd cong bd tit nhitng nim trudec. Trong
tac phﬁjm nay, ong ghi roé: “Chang ta co
dt kha ning dé chd doi két qua diéu tra
truéc khi dén véi modt niém tin, trudng
hop khac budc ching ta phai tin vao mét
s6, tham chi tat cd cac chimg cit lién
quan khéng dugc thim tra sé roi vao mét
dudng mon bi cbd 1ap, budc tdéi phai doéi
mit v8i moi khé khin, va khéng biét liéu
t6i c6 thé vugt qua n6é khéng, t6i c6 thé
bi budc phai xem xét cac cau hdi lidu t6i
c6 thé hodc nén tin ring t6i c6 thé vuot
qua moi khé khin. CAu héi niy khong
chi budc, n6é 13 “quan trong™ néu téi sai,
t6i c6 thé chét, va néu téi tin ring dang
13 t6i c6 thé vugt qua moi khé khin, gii
niém tin cta t6i c6 thé tu déng goép vao
thanh céng cta t6i*®. Trong trudng hop
nay, ong khing dinh, t6i c6 “quyén dé
tin”. Ong dwa ra nhitmg gia thuyét doi
véi niém tin tén gido, dic biét 14 do6i véi
truong hgp cod thé ¢ trong d6 mét su ciru
ré6i phu thuéc vao, tin vao Thién Chia
trude tién réi méi co6 bing chimg vé sy
ton tai clia Thién Chaia. DAy 1 canh clta
dé ching ta di vao nghién ciu tu tudng
Triét hoc tén giao ciia William James.
Ong 13 moét trong nhitng ngudi ung
hé manh mé thuyét chitc ning trong TAm
li hoc ciing nhu phuwong phap ctia cht

5. Xem thém: Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. tai
http://www let.rug.nl/usa/B/oliver/oliverxx.htm

6. Xem thém: Chauncey  Wright tai:
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/wright/

7.
http://www.nytimes.com/books/01/06/10/reviews/01
0610.10stroust.html

8. Xem: Louis Menand .The Metaphysical Club,
Farrar, Straus and Giroux press, 2002.

9. http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/james/#4
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nghia thyc dung trong Triét hoc. Véi tu
cach la mot trong nhitng ngudi sang lap
Ho6i Nghién citu TAm thin Hoa Ky (The
American Society for Psychical Research
(ASPR)), xét vé tu duy Tam li hoc, 6ng
hon hin déng nghiép cta minh vé sitc
sang tao trong viéc truy tim cac phuong
cach chita bénh tAm thian. Ong phé phan
cac phuong phap nghién citu Tam li hoc
va Triét hoc ma theo 6ng chi bam vao
cac hién tuwong. Ong da xé toang 16i suy
nghi ¢6 hitu, hep hoi bing nhitng két qua
nghién ctru nghiém thc, dua trén 16i tu
duy déc dao theo huéng md, bam sat
kinh nghiém, thong qua thyc nghiém va
dua trén nhitng tiéu chuéin danh gia nhat
dinh, nhd d6 6ng dwdc cong nhan la 14
nha Tam 1li hoc vi dai nhat cta thé ki
XX40, Ngay 17/4/1977, trong bai phat biéu
vé cht dé “Pao ditc cia chién tranh”,
Téng théng Hoa Ky Jimmy Carter da
trich din tiéu dé ciing nhu néi dung ma
trudc do6 William James da phat biéu tai
Dai hoc Stanford nam 1906®.

Vé tu duy Triét hoc, nhu tén cudn sach
“Chil nghia thuc dung - Cii tén méi déi
véi nhitng cidch thitc cii cia tr duy’,
nhitng tham vong Triét hoc ma William
James dua ra trong cudén sich nay, theo
6ng, chi 13 sy nhin nhén lai, xem xét lai
nhitng van dé Triét hoc da c6 tit trudc
dya trén phuong phap tiép cin méi, do6 1a
cach tiép can “Pragmatism” (Cht nghia
thuc dung) -
Trudc do, 1an dau tién éng céng bd thuit

tit cua William James.

ngit “thuc dung” 1a trong bai giadng tai
Pai hoc Berkeley nam 1898, tai trudng
Cao dae,ng Wellesley vao nam 1905, va tai
Vién Lowell va Pai hoc Columbia vao
nim 1906 va 1907. Cudén sich ma ching

t6i dd néu & trén duge xuat ban nim 1907.
No6i dung chia cudn sach 1a sau van dé
quan trong va chinh 6ng goi né la sau
bai giang, trong d6 dang cha y 1a bai
giang thit saw: Triét hoc tén giio.

Su nghiép Triét hoc cia 6ng chi xoay
quanh né lye nhim théi vao cai goi 13
“16i tw duy cii” mot cach tiép cAn méi vé
phuong phap luin dé dua triét hoc gén
lién véi tinh hitu dung ctia né déi véi con
ngudi. Vi du, khi ban vé chan li ctia niém
tin, 6ng cho ring, “chidn Ii cia niém tin 13
viéc niém tin dé c6 cung cidp tinh hitu
dung cua né cho nhitng ngudi tin hay
khoéng. Cing theo 6ng, chin li dugc xem
1& “c4i méach cho chiing ta hanh dong va
hiéu qud cé6 dugc tir hanh déng dé; hay
chan Ii 14 phuong phép hinh déng dé
mang lai hiéu qua’... Ong cho ring, trudc
dé, cach suy nghi vé chan 1li duge ngudi
ta nhao nin ré6i ap dit cho con ngudi.
Theo 6ng, chan 1i khéng phai 1a nhitng
gi mang tinh chung chung, triuu tugng,
ma 13 nhitng gi gin lién v4i hanh dong
hiéu qua, nhitng gi 4p dung vao thuc té&
hanh dong. William James vi chén 1i 1a

10. Haggbloom, S.J. et al. (2002). The 100 Most
Eminent Psychologists of the 20th Century. Review
of General Psychology. Vol. 6, No. 2, 139-15.
Haggbloom et al. combined 3 quantitative variables:
citations in professional journals, citations in
textbooks, and nominations in a survey given to
members of the Association for Psychological
Science, with 3 qualitative variables (converted to
quantitative scores): National Academy of Science
(NAS) membership, American Psychological
Association (APA) President and/or recipient of the
APA Distinguished Scientific Contributions Award,
and surame used as an eponym. Then the list was
rank ordered. (Xem thém
tai:http://www.nasonline.org/site/PageServer)

11. Xem: Jon Roland. The Moral Equivalent of War
by William James tai:
http://www.constitution.org/wj/meow_intro.htm

12



D6 Thu Hudng. Budc ddu tim hiéu tu tuong. .. 13

nhitng manh ghép trong tro choi xép
hinh, né can dudc gép lai v6i nhau moét
cach hop li, dat duge thong qua tham tra
bing kinh nghiém quan sat két qua
trong viéc van dung mét § tudng vao
thuc t&. Tu tudng Triét hoc ctia William
James tap trung & mot s& diém cin ban
nhw saw Gia tri clia su that “su vat” hoan
toan phu thudc vao viéc ngudi st dung né
nhu thé nio. Theo 6ng, thé gidi 13 mot
téng thé clia nhitng kinh nghiém da dang.
Ching chi ¢6 thé dugc dién giii ding va
dugc hiéu théng qua viéc Gtng dung no.
Thuit ngit mang dam tinh Triét hoc dau
tién cta 6ng 1a “chil nghia kinh nghiém
cip tién”. Theo 6ng, chi nghia kinh
nghiém cip tién khéng lién quan dén
khoa hoc, ciing khéng lién quan dén chu
nghia kinh nghiém. Chii nghia nay khae,ng
dinh thé& giéi va kinh nghiém khéng bao
gid co tinh khach quan, né phu thudc
hoan toan vio tdm tri clia ngudi quan sat,
mat khac khong cbé gi khac 1a phu thudc
vao tdm tri cia ngudi quan sat cliing nhw
hanh déng cla cac giac quan. Day 13 diém
cin ban déi véi moi sy xac dinh két qua
clia bat ki phuong phap thuc nghiém nao
vé chan li. William James nhin manh,
khéng c6 kinh nghiém chung chung,
khoéng c6 su tham dinh chung chung ma
thudng gin véi titng ca nhin hanh dong
cu thé T chi nghia kinh nghiém cip
tién duge 6ng phat trién thanh “Cha
nghia thuc dung”.

Vay chi nghia thwec dung la gi,
William James téom tit trong mét ciu
ngin gon: “La hoc thuyét clia chan li, &
trong niém tin, nhitng chén 1i tréi diy ti
nhitng sy that, nhung ching mét lan nita
lai nghiéng vé su that, gép thém sy that,

mét 14n nita sy that lai biéu 16 va tao ra
chan li méi*®, Ong ciing cho ring, su
that khi d6 chwa phai 13 chan 1i; chan 1i
13 chitc ning cta nhitng niém tin. Trong
tac phadm ¥ nghia cida chin li, William
James dudng nhuw cho ring chan li, véi
nghia tuwong déi 13 “Nha phé binh cta
chti nghia thuc dung”, “Chti nghia thuc
dung ludén luén cd6 nghia 1a chan 1i d6i
v6i kinh nghiém hanh dong”%. Nhu viy,
6ng khéng nhat quan trong quan diém
vé chil nghia thuc dung, c6 khi éng cho
ring chi nghia thuc dung la phuong
phap, c6 khi 1a chan 1i.

Trong tac phﬁ,"m Chiu nghia thuc dung
- C4i tén mdi déi véi nhitng cich thire cii
cia tw duy, 6ng viét:“Chi nghia thuc
dung 13 phuong phap®. Phuong phap
thyce dung c6 nhiém vu tim kiém § nghia
clia “sy that” bing cach kiém tra nhu thé
nao y tudng chitc ning trong cudc séng
clia ching ta. Theo 6ng, moét niém tin 13
su that, néu trong thoi gian dai né da
hanh déng cho tit ca chiing ta, va huéng
din ching ta. Willam James da lo ling
dé tim ra nhimg gi thue su di dén niém
tin trong cudc sébng con ngudi - nhing
“gia tri tién mit”, nhitng gi din dén hiéu
qua trong hanh déng. Ong két luin, niém
tin khong phai 14 mét thue thé tinh than

12. William James. Pragmatism: A New Name for
Some Old Ways of Thinking, Lect. 6, "Pragmatism's
Conception of Truth," (1907).

13. In brief, that "Truths emerge from facts, but they
dip forward into facts again and add to them; which
facts again create or reveal new truth (the word is
indifferent) and so on indefinitely.

14. William James. The Meaning of Truth,
Longmans, Green, & Co., New York, 1909, p. 177.
15. William James. Pragmatism: A New Name for
Some Old Ways of Thinking, Lect. 6, “Pragmatism's
Conception of Truth”, 1907.

13
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nao doé bi 4n tuwong tmg v&i mot thuc t&
bén ngoai. Néu niém tin d6 diang “chan
1i”, n6 bao gid ciing gin véi hanh dong
hiéu qua cta ching ta. Néu c6 cai chan 1i
thuc sy titc 13 chting di trai nghiém bdi
chiing ta - nhitng chi thé hanh dong.
Nhu vay, véi § niy, khoa hoc c6 thé thaim
tra su ton tai 1lau dai ctia niém tin toén
giso theo cach twong tu. Ong cho ring,
“Tinh chit liu dai ciia niém tin tén gido
trong suét lich sit loai nguoi di ghi nhin
va trong tat cd cic nén vin héa di giin
tiép cho thiy rang niém tin dé di diuge
trai nghiém. N6i vé vai tro cia tén giao,
6ng tranh luin tryc tiép vé nhitng niém
tin tén gido dia dugc trai nghiém va ap
dung. Thyc t&€ cho phép ching ta trich
dan day da hon, séng dong va phong phii
hon va c6 nhiéu lua chon thay thé& kha
thi hon vé nhitng niém tin toén giio, dic
biét nhitng niém tin tén gido da thiét
thuc trong d&i séng con ngudi, cing
giéng nhu niém tin khoa hoc .

8. Nhitng nhan dinh ban dau vé Triét
hoc ton giso ctia William James

Trubc khi ludn ban cu thé quan diém
cia William James vé ton gido, hiy 1uét
qua cac cach tiép cin gidi quyét van dé
“Niém tin”, “¥ chi tu do”, “Sut quyét dinh”.
Trong bai giang nim 1897 cb tua dé ¥
chi dé tin, 6ng da bao vé quyén vi pham
cac nguyén tic tinh khach quan dé bién
minh cho cai goi 13 gig thuyét mao hiém,
cu thé 13 dé bién minh cho niém tin tén
giso. Ong cho ring, Triét hoc thuc dung
cho phép st dung két qua gid thuyét mao
hiém cta chinh né duwa ra dé lam bing
chitmg cho gia thuyét khoa hoc. Do dé,
Triét hoc thuc dung chip nhan tén tai
moét gid thuyét vé niém tin vao Thién

Chifia va chitng minh sy t6n tai ctia Thién
Chiia bdi nhitng gi ma niém tin mang
dén cho cudc séng ciia modt con ngudi.
Trong tac phdm Y chi dé tin, thé gidi
quan cta éng di chuyén tit nhit nguyén
ludn sang da nguyén luidn. Trong nhat ki
clia minh vao ngay 30/4/1870, William
James di viét: “Téi nghi ring ngay hém
qua 13 mét cudc khiing hoang trong cudc
séng cta t6i. T6i di hoan thanh phan dau
tién bai luAn thi hai vé Charles Bernard
Renouvier va thiay co sé dinh nghia cua
o6ng vé tu do - Tiép tuc duy tri tu tuéng
t6i bdi vi t6i da chon dé c6 thé co6 suy
nghi khac® Nim 1884, William James
thiét 1ap cac tién dé cho tat ca cac cudc
tranh luin vé “Thuyét quyét dinh luan”
va “§ chi tu do” tai Pai hoc Haward. Y
chi tu do theo 6ng phai giit vi tri s6 mot
déi v6i ching ta. Pay 1a tu tudng ma 6ng
thu nhan ti Charles Bernard Renouvier.
Vé “Thuyét quyét dinh luin”, 6ng dé xuat
Thuyét quyét dinh Iluin cimmg (hard
determinism) va “Thuyét quyét dinh luin
mém (soft determinism). Hién nay ngudi
ta goi 14  Thuyét tich  hop
(Compatibilism)®. Thuc t& quan diém
nay phat sinh trong tu tudng cua
Thomas Hobbes va David Hume. Theo
William James: “Thanh tri cta tranh
luin quyét dinh luan 13 su 4c cadm véi §
niém co hoéi - khai niém nay co thé thay
thé luin phién - sy thu nhin nay bing
bat cit sw vat riéng biét nao c6 thé vuogt
qua, cudi ciing chi mét chd ngoit dit tén

16. Ralph Barton Perry. The Thought and Character
of William James, Vol.1, p. 323; Letters of William
James, Vol. 1, p. 147.

17.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compatibilism#cite_not
e-1
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déi véi co hoi™®. Nhu vay, theo éng moi
su lya chon phai dya trén ¥ chi ty do va
khong chiu nhitng ép budc tit bén ngoai.
C6 mot 1an 6ng chat van sinh vién vé su
lua chon. Ong viét: “Coé § nghia gi khi t6i
néi ring su lya chon ctia t6i di bd vé nha
nhu thé nio sau budi gidng 13 kha nghi
va 13 vin dé ctia cod hoi?.. N6 cd nghia 1a
tdt cd thai do6 than hoc va dudng phd
Oxford dugc goi 1én nhung chi mot, mét
va chi mot sé dudc lywa chon®, Tém lai,
quan diém clia 6ng vé sy quyét dinh lua
chon 13 mot chudi, v6i nhitng co héi
trong mot thdi gian hién tai cta ngiu
nhién liya chon thay thé, moét su lua chon
dugc chap nhan véi mot khd ning cing
v6i né bién dbi trong mét twong lai lap
16 khong ro rang va moét qua khit khéong
thay déi va don gidn. C6 mét trinh tu
thoi gian khéng xac dinh dugc kha ning
thay thé tiép theo 1a lua chon thich hop
xac dinh. Nhu vay, su lga chon cua
chiing ta khéng c6 gi biao dam ca.
Nguyén tic ctia su quyét dinh lua chon 13
dya trén y chi tw do vi pham tinh khach
quan. Ong cho ring, con ngudi phai tu
quyét dinh lya chon, phai c6 § chi tu do
dé€ hoan thanh cai minh da lya chon va
phai tu chiu trach nhiém vé sy lya chon
ciia minh. Co héi khéng quyét dinh sy
lya chon cla cac nhin, ca nhan quyét
dinh lya chon ctia minh trén co sé § chi
tw do, bing chitng 1a cing mét cd hoi
nhu nhau nhung méi ngudi lai ¢6 nhitng
quyét dinh khac nhaw

Nhu vay, diéu dau tién ching ta dé
nhan thiy 13 viéc con ngudi lya chon cho
ban than theo t6n giao nay, tén gido kia
va khong theo tén giao nao la do ¥ chi ty
do quyét dinh. Nim 1902, William James

xuat ban cuén sich vé Triét hoc ton gido
cb tiéu dé Tinh da dang cua kinh nghiém
ton gido (The Varieties of Religious
Experience). Néu nhu trong cac cudn
sach xudt ban trudc dé, 6ng chi trinh bay
quan diém Trist hoc tén giido ctia minh
moét cach tdn man, thi trong cuén sach
nay, diéu dau tién 6ng trinh bay la: “Tén
gido, vé hinh thitc chi 1 kinh nghiém”
(Religious genius (experience)). Ong xem
diy 13 vdn dé diu tién khi bit tay vao
nghién cltu tén giao, con hon 1a nghién
citu cac vian dé khac nhu t8 chitc tén
giéo, ditc tin ton gido,v.v... Ong quy cho
cac nha Tam 1i hoc nghién ciru cac hién
tugng thudc vé kinh nghiém bdi vi ho 1a
nhitng ngudi gan giii nhat véi kinh
nghiém nh4t. Khi luin ban vé vai tré cua
niém tin tén gido, 6ng viét “PE gidi
thich vé vuong quéc cia Chiia, chia sé
kinh nghiém théng thudng, va lich si,
mbi ching ta phai chic chin “qua niém
tin”. Nhitng diéu khéng thé duge chimg
minh trén cd sé kinh nghiém, nhung
gitip chiing ta séng cudc séng day di hon
va t6t hon 9,

18. “The stronghold of the determinist argument is
the antipathy to the idea of chance...This notion of
alternative possibility, this admission that any one of
several things may come to pass is, after all, only a
roundabout name for chance”, xem thém: The
Dilemma of Determinism, republished in The Will to
Believe, Dover, 1956.

19. “What is meant by saying that my choice of
which way to walk home after the lecture is
ambiguous and matter of chance?... It means that
both Divinity Avenue and Oxford Street are called
but only one, and that one either one, shall be
chosen”.

20. In order to usefully interpret the realm of
common, shared experience and history, we must
each make certain “over-beliefs” in things which,
while they cannot be proven on the basis of
experience, help us to live fuller and better lives.
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Nghién cttu Ton gido. S6'7 - 2012

Cuén sach Tinh da dang cua kinh
nghiém tén gido v6i muc dich chinh 1a
nghién citu ban chat con ngudi. Mot cong
trinh chi 500 trang nhung da té6m ludc
toan bd tu tudng ctia 6ng vé van dé ton
gi4o. V& hinh thirc, 6ng dé cip dén van dé
nghién citu ban chiat con ngudi nhung
thyc t& chi goéi gon trong kinh nghiém
ton gido. Nhu da trinh bay & trén, 6ng
khéng nghién ciru vé t6 chire tén gido, tu
tudng ton giio cling nhu nhitng van dé
khac ctia tén gidao ma nghién citu tém
giao trong nhimg suy tinh, nhitng hanh
déng va nhitng kinh nghiém ctia ca nhan
doc 1ap cu thé, va xa hon nita 13 quan hé
gitta cAc cA nhan véi su ton tai cia Chia,
than thanh. Ngay ti nhitng trang dau
tién, 6ng da tuyén bé cai goi 13 “Tén giso
ciia tri tué lanh manh va linh hén 6m
yéu (The Religion of Healthy -
Mindedness and the Sick Soul). P& chitng
minh cho quan diém nay, éng di din
chimg nhan vit Walt Whitman. Theo
6ng, Walt Whitman 13 dién hinh nhit vé
tri tué lanh manh, bé&i c6t cach day ¥ chi,
1ong trung kién, sy tu nguyén, tdm hén
ciia biu troi xanh, tran tré vé tinh thién,
nhung hdi ap dit vé hinh thitc. Sy tw do
trong Kit6é giao 13 hién than ctia nhitng
ngudi cb tinh than lanh manh, 13 sy hién
than cta thai d6 han hoan vé sy thanh
tam... Ong con trich din cai goi 14 Hoat
déng chita bénh thin kinh cta Mary
Baker Eddy. Theo éng, “Piéu ac chi don
gian 1a mét sy déi tra ”, bat cit ngudi nao
dé § dén diéu ac 1a ngudi d6i tra. Linh
hén 6m yéu dugc 6ng giai thich nhu sau:
Twong phan véi tri tué lanh manh, linh
hén 6m yéu trong su tuong phan ctia nd,
dén lugt né 13 “diéu ac”, 13 cadm giac bat

an, khong tim thiy dugc ngudn sudi cia
niém vui, sy cay ding va budén nén, roi
vao cai chét chia sy vui suéng. William
James con trich din cd Loi thii téi cta
Leo Tolstoy, Tur truyén ctia John Bunyan.
Theo William James, nhitng ngudi co
linh hén 8m yéu ching bao gid c6 dugc
niém vui, c6 dugc sy binh an, thay vao dé
14 sy sg hai, lo du

Trong tac phﬁtm Chii nghia thuc dung,
William James dia trinh bay phuong
phap luin cia chi nghia thyc dung vé
tén giso. Ong khing dinh, chd nghia
thyc dung nhin nhin vidn dé tén giao
trén quan diém da nguyén®. Luin ban vé
tinh hitu ich ciing nhu nguén goc clia thé
gidi vinh hing, éng viét: “vi ¢6 nhimmg
ndi dau tdm tri trong mébi con ngudi... Co
nhitng khoanh khic clia su chin nan
trong tat ca ching ta, khi ching ta bi
bénh va mét méi vi ¢d giang vé ich. Cude
song cuia chiing ta bi pha v&, va chiing ta
roi vao thai dé cha sy hoang dang.
Ching ta khéng tin twéng vao co hoéi
thyc t&. Ching ta muén c6 mot vii tru ma
chiing ta chi ¢6 thé tir bd hién tai dé dén
véi Chiia clia chiing ta, va dugc hap thu
vao cudc sdng tuyét déi nhu 14 mot giot
nudc tan chiy vao sbéng, bién”. Theo éng,
kinh nghiém ctia chiing ta, cu thé 13 kinh
nghiém “s¢ cuéc séng” da diy con ngudi
vao su lua chon ton giao. Ong viét: “Thién
Pudong co6 nghia la an toan trong vong
doi cta nhitng cudéc phiéu luu trong thé
gidi chia cam gidc., chi don gian 1i sJ, sg
thue tai, s¢ cudc séng”. Trong tac pham
nay, William James chia ton giao thanh

21. William James. Pragmatism: A New Name for
Some Old Ways of Thinking, Lect. 6, “Pragmatism's
Conception of Truth”, 1907.
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hai hinh thitc déi 14p nhau d6 14 Tén
gido nhit nguyén va Tén gijo da
nguyén. Theo 6ng, tit cad déu c6 ich cho
con ngudi. Ong viét: “Tat ca tén gido 13
can thiét va rit can thiét - ngay ca khi
ban bi bénh tim via tim than.. Nhing
canh tay vinh cltu & bén duéi... cho du
trong thé gidi hién thuc 13 cb gidi han”.

Két thiic tac phdm Chi nghia thuc
dung, éng két luan: “Cé thé goi chii nghia
thye dung 14 ton gido hay khéng, néu
nhv chiing ta déng § ring ton giio 1a da
nguyén.. ciu tra 16i tiy thudéc vao ban
quyét dinh. Chti nghia thuc dung khong
ép budc tra 16i mot cach doc doan. Suy
cho ciing, ching ta khéng thé bist duge
ton gido nio cé ich cho ching ta. Niém
tin cia con ngudi rat da dang va 16i 1am
cing khéng kém, thuc t& di mang lai
nhitng bang chitng”.

4. Két luan

William James dugc biét dén cing véi
John Dewey va Charles Sanders Peirce -
cha dé clia Triét hoc thuyc dung Hoa Kjy.
Ong con dudc biét dén 1a cha dé ciia Tam
li hoc Hoa Ky. Bén canh nhitng cong
hién to 16n vé mit Triét hoc va Tam 1i
hoc, nhitng dé xuit cia 6ng vé nghién
cttu linh vuc ton gido ciing khong kém
phan quan trong. Trén co sé thé gidi
quan va nhan sinh quan ctia chd nghia
thuc dung, James dé nghi tap trung vao

nhitng gi éng goi 1a “gid tri tién mdt,
hodc tinh hitu dung cia mét tir tudng”.
Trong nghién citu toén giao, 6ng phan déi
chti nghia ciu trtc luan, chi tip trung
vao ndi quan va pha vd nhitng su kién
tinh than, thay vao d6 6ng dé xuit viéc
tap trung vao su nguyén ven clia mot su
kién lién quan dén tac dong cia mobi
trudng duwa trén hanh vi. Bén canh dé,
6ng dé ra phuong cham “Su lya chon cta
¥ chi tu do va khéng 14y gi bao dam” lam
co s8 dé nghién ciru tén gido 13 mot
huéng di méi nhung khong toan ven.

Nhitng dé xudt cha William James
trong tiép cin nghién ciru tén gido hét
sttc doc dao nhung cing nhu trén tinh
than cta 6ng “khéng c6 gi dé dim bao”
nén ching ciing chi mang tinh chit tham
khio. Ong ciing da dé cip dén nguyén
nhan tam 1i cla tén gido, d6 1a sy sg hai
trude cac hién tugng tu nhién cing nhu
nhitng ap bitc bat cong trong xa hoi, cai
ma ong goi 13 “sg cudc séng” va dé xuit
cia 6ng vé loai bd kha ning thuc
nghiém trong nghién cttu té6n gido thuan
thy 1a nhitng déng gép quan trong cua
6ng cho linh vuyc ton giao. Du sao di nira,
William James ciing dugc xem la mot
trong cac nha khoa hoc My dién hinh
nhat. Nhitng han ché trong tu duy cua
6ng khéng hé lam giam nhitng gia tri
ma 6ng di déng gop cho khoa hoc./.
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