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KHOA CU THOI LE SO
VA BAI VAN SACH PiNH POI VE PHAT GIAO

Tém tit: Gido duc va khoa cir Nho hoc ¢ Viét Nam c6 tir thoi Trdn,
nhung dén thoi Lé So- méi dinh ra thé 1é cu thé. Thi sinh phdi trdi
qua hai ky thi la thi Hwong va thi Héi. Sau khi do ky thi Hoi, thi
sinh phdi lam bai thi Pinh do dich than nha vua ra dé thi va phdn
dinh cao thdp. Newoi d6 dau goi la Trang nguyén. Badi thi Pinh la
bai van sach, chii yéu vé ké sach tri quéc an dan. Tuy nhién, bdi
van sdch khoa thi nam Nham Tudt (1502) thoi Lé So lai hoi vé
Phdt gido. Tai khoa thi nay, Lé Ich Mc da thé hién kién thirc va
ludn gidi sdu sdc vé Phdt gido nén dé dau. Bai van sach cia Lé Ich
Moe dwge leu truyén dén ngay nay khéng chi la tw liéu quy gid vé
khoa cir thoi Lé So, vé vi Trang nguyén ndy, ma con la sir liéu quan
trong vé Phdt gido thoi Lé So.

Tir khéa: Khoa cir, van sach dinh doi, Trang nguyén Lé Ich Méc,
Phat giao, Lé So.

1. Thé 1@ thi cir thoi Lé So va khoa thi nim Nham Tuét (1502)

1.1. Vi nét vé thé 1¢ thi civ thoi Lé So

Thé 1¢ thi cir & nude ta dinh hinh tir thoi Tran, nhung phai dén thoi Lé
So méi dinh ra thé 18 cy thé. Vua Lé Thai Tong, nién hi¢u Thigu Binh thir
nhit (1434), xubng chiéu ring: “Mubn c6 duoc nhan tai, trudc hét phai
chon Iya ké si, ma phép chon lwa ké si phai ldy thi cir lam dau. Nha nude
ta tr thué xua loan lac, anh tai nhu 14 mua thu, tudn kiét nhu sao budi
sém. Thai T6 ta budi dau dung nudc, mo mang nha hoc, dung c¢d Thai
Lao dé té Khéng T, rat muc sung Nho, trong dao. Nhung vi nudc mdi
dung nén chua kip dat khoa thi. TrAm ndi theo chi huéng nguoi xua, lo
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duogc nhan tai dé thoa long mong doi”'.

Tir d6, thé 18 thi ctr ngdy cang dugc diéu chinh, dén thoi Hong Pirc thi
quy dinh thanh I&: Nam truéc thi Huong ¢ cac dao, nam sau thi HGi &
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sanh duong tai kinh d6. Tir day vé sau, ctr ba nam mot lan thi 16n, coi d6
lam quy dinh 1au dai, nguoi nao thi d6 dugce ban danh hiéu Tién si xuat
than. TAt ca khoa muc cac ky thi quy dinh nhu sau: Ky thir nhat, mot bai
kinh nghia, T3 thu mdi sach mot bai, mdi bai 300 chir tré 1én. Ky thir hai,
ché, chiéu, biéu. Ky thir ba, thi, pht. Ky thir tr, mot bai vin sach tir 1.000
chir tro 1én®. C6 nghia 13, thi sinh phai qua hai ky thi, mot 1a thi Huong,
hai 13 thi Hoi. Sau khi @6 ky thi Hrong méi duge vao ky thi Hoi. Sau khi
d6 ky thi Hoi dwoc xudng danh 1a Tién si, nhung phai tham gia ky thi
Dinh dé phén biét thir bac cao thap.

Thoi Lé So, danh hiéu cao nhat danh cho thi sinh tham gia khoa cu
1a Tién si, v6i cac bac sau day: Tién si cip dé Dé nhit giap Dé nhat
danh (Trang nguyén); Tién si cap dé Dé nhat giap D¢ nhi danh (Bang
nhin); Tién si cap dé Dé nhat giap P¢é tam danh (Tham hoa); Tién si cap
dé Pé nhi giap, goi chung 13 Tién si xuat than (Hoang giap); Tién si cap
dé Pé tam giap, goi chung 1a Pong Tién si xuét than. Ba bac dau goi la
Tam khoi.

Thi Hoi va thi Dinh clr ba ndm t6 chirc mot lan, xen k& voi cac nam thi
Huong. Nam trude thi Huong thi nam sau thi Hi. Hai ky thi Hoi va thi
Dinh dién ra cach nhau khodng tdm thang. Mua xuan thang Giéng thi Hoi
thi mua thu thang Tam nam Ay thi Dinh. Thé 1¢ thi ctr ban hanh tir thoi Lé
So nay duoc duy tri ¢ cc tricu dai vé sau.

1.2. Khoa thi nam Nham Tudt (1502)

Khoa thi nim Nhiam Tuét, nién hiéu Canh Théng thtr 5, duoc chép
trong sach Pai Viét sir ky toan thir nhu sau: “Nham Tuat [Canh Théng]
nam thtr 5 [1502], (Minh Hoang Tri nam tht 15). Mua xuén, thang 2, thi
Hoi cac cir nhan trong nude. S6 du thi 1a 5.000 ngudi, ldy dd bon Tran
Duc [28b] 61 nguoi. Lai bo ké tén tau 1én. Vua dich than ra dau bai van
sach hoi v& dé vuong tri thién ha. Sai Nam Quan d6 ddc pha Ta do dbc
Pho ma D6 uy Lam Hoai ba Lé Pat Chiéu va Ho b Thuong thu Vii Hitu
lam Dé diéu; Binh bd Ta thi lang Duong Truc Nguyén va Ngu st dai
thiém D6 ngy str Bui Xuwong Trach lam Giam thi; L& bd Thuong thu Ta
Xuan phuong Hiru du dic kiém Pong cac Pai hoc si Dam Vin LE, Lé bo
Thuong thu kiém Han 1am vién Thi ddc chuéong Han 1am vién su Nguyén
Bao, Lé bo Ta thi lang kiém Pong cac hoc si Lé Ngan Tuét, Qudc T
giam Té tiru Ha Cong Trinh, Tu nghiép Hoang Boi, Thai thuong Tu
khanh Nghiém Lam Tién doc quyén thi.
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Vua xem xong, cho bon Lé Ich Moc (ngudi Thanh Ling, huyén Thuy
Puong, trude lam dao si (tu si Phat gido), dén khi dd, vua sai tuyén doc ché
tir, bung lu huong chéy ruc lira ra trude, bi bong tudt ca tay ma khong biét)
[29a] Lé San, Nguyén Vin Thai 3 nguoi dd Dé nhét giap Tién si cap d¢;
bon Nguyén Canh Dién, Lé Nhan Té 24 nguoi d6 Dé nhi giap Tién si xuat
than; bon Pham Khiém Binh, Nguyén Mau 34 ngudi d6 Dé tam giap D@)ng
Tién sT xuét than. Vua ngy dién Kinh Thién, Hong 16 tu truyén loa xudng
danh. Moi nam, bang vang vin treo & ngoai cira Pong Hoa, dén nay vua
sai L& bo bung ra, danh tréng ndi nhac rude ra treo & cira nha Thai hoc.
Béng vang treo & clra nha Thai hoc bat dau tir d6™.

Sach Pdang khoa luc chép: “Lé Ich Moc, ngudi x4 Thanh Lang, huyén
Thiuy Puong, nay 1a huyén Thiy Nguyén, 44 tudi, d6 Dé nhat giap Tién
sT cap dé Pé nhit danh (Trang nguyén) khoa Nhdm Tuét, nién hiéu Canh
Théng thir 5 (1502) doi Lé Hién Tong. Sir chép, trude khi di thi, Lé ich
Moc timg lam dao si. Trong 1& xuéng danh, vua sai ich Moc tuyén doc
ché thu, bung Iu dot huong ra trudce, bong tudt ca tay ma khong biét. Ong

~94

lam quan chtrc Té thi lang dugc vé tri si

Nhu vay, Lé fch Moc dd dau khoa thi nim Nham Tuét (1502). Trudce
khi di thi, ong tirng 13 ting si nén rat am hiéu Phat phap.

2. Vin sach dinh dbi va bai vin sach cia Lé ich Mjc

2.1. Dé thi bai vin sdch

Muc dich dao tao quan chirc Nho gido 1a dé pho gitip vua, cai tri dan
chiing, cai quan dit nudc. Cac dé thi van sach dinh d6i déu phan anh rd tinh
than d6. Ching han, cac dé thi Dinh thdi Lé So, nhu nim Quang Thuén thi
4 (1463), hoi vé Dao tri nude cia cac bic dé viong, nam Héng Prc thir
3 (1472) hoi vé Dé vuwong tri thién ha, nim Hong Puc thir 6 (1475) hoi
vé Pao vua téi ngay xuwa, nim Hong Duc thir 9 (1478) héi vé Pé vuong
tri thién ha, nam Hong Puc thir 12 (1481) hoi vé Ly s6, nam Hong Thuan
thtr 6 (1514) hoi v& Nhdn tdi, ndm Quang Thiéu thir 3 (1518) hoi v& Biét
nguoi gici, vo yén dan, naim Thong Nguyén thir 2 (1523) hoi vé Pao lam
vua, lam thay.

Nhing dan ching trén cho thiy, yéu cau ciia nha nude quan chi Nho
gido ddi v&i mot quan chirc 1a van dé tri nudc yén dan. Bé thi nim Canh
Théng tht 5 (1502), nhu Dai Viét sir ky toan thu ghi 1a Bé vicong tri thién
hg. Nhung thuc té, dé thi bai van sach nay lai ban vé Phat giao. Sach
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Hoang Viét khoa cir kinh ghi: “Khoa Nham Tuét, nim Canh Théng thir 5
(1502), ky thi Dinh hoi vé kinh Phat, lay dd 61 ngudi. Lé ich Moc ngudi
Thanh Lang, huyén Thily Pudng, Hai Duong d6 Trang nguyén. Doi
truyén rang, ong timg 1a dao si nén tudng kinh Phat™. RS rang, dé thi bai
van sach nim Nham Tuét (1502) ban vé Phat gio.

Hau hét bai van sach cta cac vi dd dau (Trang nguyén) ¢ nudc ta duge
sao chép lai trong mot sb suu tap, chéng han nhu Lé triéu Hoi thi dinh doi
sdch van. Sach nay chép lai 17 bai van sach thi Hoi tir nim Hong Pirc
thir 6 (1475) &én nam Vinh Tho th 4 (1661). Bai van sach nim Nham Tuét
(1502) cua Lé fch Moc dugc chép trong quyén 2 cia sach nay, gdbm 44
trang, khoang 10.000 chir.

2.2. Nji dung bai vin sach nam Nham Tudt (1502)

DPau dé bai vin sach thuong kha dai, thudc loai van sach muc, tirc 1a
gdém nhiéu cau hoéi trong dé bai. Ching han, dé& vin sach khoa thi nim
Nham Tuét (1442) doi vua Lé Thai Tong, tuy trong tim hoi vé viée chon
nhén tai 1am gbc, nhung dit ra rat nhidu van dé cu thé. Cubi cliing, nha vua
yéu cau: “Cac nguoi hiy thuc bung tra 10i, trdm sé& dich than xem xét”.

Bai vin sach nim Nham Tuat, nién hiéu Canh Théng thir 5 (1502) dat
van dé vé Phat gido, nhung néu ra nhiéu chi tiét cu thé: “Van Phat phap
quang dai, ky tinh thi, t6 ty, phu mau, huynh d¢, c6 di, ty mudi kha chi
ngodn du? Van quang chiéu nhén, s& sinh gia ky tir, ha tir hoa sinh vi Phat.
A Di Da Phat sé sinh gia ky nhan, ha nhan ching thanh Phat dao, nhit
Thich gia da....

Phung Ngu, Huyén Quang truyén gia ha dao nhi ddc thanh t6. Khong
L9, Giac Hai, Minh Khong, Pao Hanh s& hoc gia ha sy nhi déc phi than
phuc thiry. Huru viét Bach twong du hai dé, Kinh nghé vii cao son, qua ha
nghia du? Hiru vi di quy mao vi huyén di thd giac vi tién, qua ha Iy du?
Ha gia v DPia Nguc chi ménh tudng ha gia xut Tam gi6i chi kinh 19, ha
gia vi tu tinh Di Pa, ha gia vi Duy tdm, Tinh d6. Nam v6 A Di Da Phat
chi nghia, ky ngii thing ha s thudc. Dija thiy hoa phong khong chi danh,
ky ngii chi s& chip luc cung chi nghi, ha nhan so hién Nhu Lai di ha nap
thu Tam bao chi phap. Ha thoi thudng vi, nhét thiét ha di cung kinh, nhét
nhat nhi nhi nhat, ndi chi u thit nhat. Nhit tim bat loan chung, ngau A Di
Pa Phat, ha ky nhu thi chi Dich. Thap phan thap nhit phan cip ctru thap
nhit phan, Thién thuong nhan gian danh viét ha...
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Phap nhan dai tang hiru thap phuong chu Phat, qua thuong hién du?
Ni pham dang cung hitu ctru cung, dé quan qua déc vin du? Kim cuong
nhian mén chi x&, dic siéu sinh du? Uc phd dic Phat du? Tay lai luu ly
chi 19, déc giai thoat du? Uc dic ving sinh du? Ha di D& Thich dao loi
thién cung, ha di thugng Pau suat da thién hai ngoai, hu khong di thuong
dang su, bat kha tu nghi, bat kha thuyét. Kim phung Phat dé tir sinh
phung thinh thé, du hoc phap mon. Tu duc diét ti déc phuc, chung dao
thanh Phat di vang sinh Tay Phuong cuc lac thé gigi chu tai. Qua tu ha

dao du? Nguyén vi chung sinh thuyét™®.

Nghia 1a: “Phat phap rong 16n, vay ngudn gdc to ty, cha me, anh em,
co di, ty mudi co thé chi ra duoc khong? Mudn van nguoi dugce sinh ra, ai
trong d6 co6 thé thanh Phat. Nguoi do A Di Da Phat sinh ra rat nhiéu, vay
ai c6 thé chirng thanh Phat dao. Trudc nhat 1a Thich gia...

Phung Ngu (Tran Nhan Téng), Huyén Quang truyén dao nhu thé nao
ma thanh t6. S& hoc cua Khong Lo, Giac Hai, Minh Khéng, Pao Hanh
nhu thé nao ma c6 thé cudi may dap nudc dugce vay? Lai ndi, ngua tréng
lan duoc Xuéng day bé, c4 kinh nhay vuogt ca nii cao cé y nghia nhu thé
nao? C6 ngudi ndi rang, 1ong rua co thé lam day cung, sing tho c6 thé
lam no 1a 1& gi? Thé nao 1a méanh tuéng & Pia Nguc, thé nao 1a xuit
duong Tam gidi, thé nao 14 tu tinh Di Pa, thé nao 1a Duy tam, Tinh do.
Nghia cta tir Nam mé A Di Da Phat 14 nhu thé nao? Thé nao la Dich? Tur
10 dén 11 va dén 91 1a sao? Ngudi trong dan gian noi...

Phap nhan dai tang c6 thap phuong Phat, qua 1a ludn thudong xuat
hién sao? Pham 13 déng cung thi c6 ctru cung, dé quan qua dugc ndi danh
sao? Qua duogc cua Kim cuong nhan mon thi duogc siéu sinh sao? Kinh
ngudng déc Phat, theo dudng dén Iuu ly Tay Phuong s& dugc giai thoat
sao? Dé Thich dau dau thién cung, 1iy gi dé 1én dugc cdi Pau suit da
thién hai ngoai, hu khong,v.v... Nhitng viéc do that 1a kho ban. Nay d¢ tir
phung Phat gép thoi thinh, du hoc phap moén. Lai mudn diét toi dic phuc,
chirg dao thanh Phat dé dén cdi Tay Phuong cuc lac. Vay thi phai tu dao
nao day? Hay vi chiing sinh ma thuyét trinh ra...”.

Pé bai thi kha dai (7 trang voi khoang 2.000 chit), noi dung rat kho va
da dang (¢ trén chi 1a mdt déi trich doan), doi hoi thi sinh co kién thirc
vira sdu vira rong méi c6 thé luan duge nhitng van dé d6. Vén di 1a nguoi
timg tu hanh Phat phap, nén dé bai thi nay ding sé truong cua Lé ich
Mac. Vi thé, bai vin sach cua 6ng dugce dd dau. Trong khi d6, nhitng vin
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si tai ba khac cung khoa thi, sau lam trong than cta thoi Mac nhu Nguyén
Vin Thai, nguoi gitip Mac Piang Dung soan bai chiéu nhuong ngdi dé
nha Mac dang quang, ciing &b Tién si cap dé, nhung thir hang thdp hon
Lé fch Mgc.

Bai van sach cia Lé {ch Moc kha dai. Dé tra 10 cac cau hoi datra, Lé
fch Moc phai béc tach ¥ timg cau hoi cu thé dé tra 10i cho day du va dé dé
theo doi. Chang han, ong néu lai ¥ mét cau hoi 1a: “Phat phap quang dai,
bat kha tu nghi; dé tir tu dao, tai giac khong tich”. Nghia 1a: “Phat phap
rong 16n, that kho ban luan; hoc tro tu dao & chd ngd ra cai khong tich”.
Ong néu lai cau hoi nhu thé dé tra 10i: “Cai Phat phap quang dai, bat kha tu
nghi di. Nhién dé tir tinh thanh tu dao, nhuoc bét giac khong tich, tic ha
tuong diét toi déc phuc, chirng dao thanh Phét, nhi vang sinh Tay Phuong
cuc lac thé gioi gia tai! Tri hd thir tic Phat phap di nhién chi tich, kha khao
ky trung, dir phu d¢é tr tu dao, bét hoan ky vo chan dao hi....

Ngu tuy bat min, cam bat tat tim di d6i chi ho, thiét vi diéu tai, Phat
phap ho, ky vo lwong chi thim tham hd, kha di dte tu nhi kha di sic thi,
kha di tdm truyén nhi bat kha di khau thuyét. Nhat di Vi hitu nhi vi
thudng hiru, nhat di Vi vo nhi vi thuong vo. Thir quang dai hu khong nhu
thir, tin ho!”.

Nghia 1a: “Pung 1a Phat phap rong 16n, that kh6 ban luan. Nhung dé
tr thanh tdm tu dao, néu khong ngd duoc khong tich thi sao co thé trix bo
t6i 161, thu nhan phic qua duoc? Néu chung dao s€ thanh Phat, dén duoc
thé gioi Tay Phuong cuc lac. Co dugc diéu d6 thi Phat phap di nhién s&
dén. Phat tir tu dao ma khong sau lang thi khong c6 chan dao vay...

Bé t6i ngu dét, tuy chua du hiéu biét, nhung khong thé khong hét long
ma tra 101. Thiét nghi, ky diéu thay, Phat phap that vo lugng, that uyén
tham, c6 thé 1ay dirc ma tu, nhung khong thé lay sic ma gianh giat. C6
thé 1y tAim ma truyén dao, nhung khong thé 1dy miéng ma thuyét gio.
Nhat nhit ldy Vi hitu ma 1am Vi thuong hiru, 14y Vi vo ma 1am Vi thuong
vo. Do la quang dai, hu khong. Nhu vay la tin vay!”.

Tiép d6, bai van nhan lai y cua cau hoi, roi tra 10i: “Sach van, s& vi
Phat phap quang dai da, nhién Phat gia I€énh nhan khoan nhap u tu ky,
Phéap gia 1énh nhin ngd minh w tdm trung. Nang nhu thi gia, vo s bét
ddc, nhi tu kha vi chi Phat phap di. Hudng Phat chi vi danh, ha sa ky
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s0,...”.
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Nghia la: “Bai van sach hoi, goi 1a Phat phap quang dai, nhung Phat
khién ngudi khoan lwgng ma ty ngdm vao minh, con Phap thi khién long
nguoi ngd ra didu trong sang. Pugc nhu vay thi khong c6 gi 1a khong co
dugc, d6 1a Phat phap vay. Hudng chi Phat danh tinh vén 1a hang ha sa

2

s0,...”.

Bai van sach cua Lé ich Méc ctr vay tu néu cau hoi, roi tra 101, cang
vé sau, y nghia cang triru tugng hon va sau xa hon.

3. Két luan

S6 bai van sach dinh dbi cia cac trang nguyén & nudc ta khong phai
bai vin nao ciing dugc luu giit dén ngay nay. Ngay ca bai van sach dinh
d6i ciia Trang nguyén Nguyén Binh Khiém danh tiéng khong chi ciia Hai
Phong, ma con cta ca nude hién khong con lru truyén. May mén cho qué
huong Thiy Nguyén noi riéng, Hai Phong noéi chung, bai van sach dinh
d6i cuia Trang nguyén khai khoa Lé fch Moc hién con luu giit duoc
nguyén ven. Piéu quan trong hon, dy 1a bai vin sach duy nhat ban vé
Phat gido, lai do nha vua dich than dat ra ¢ thoi Lé So, thoi ky thuong
duogc cho 1a Phat gido bi tridu dinh ngin cam. Do vay, ddy 1a tu liéu quy
gia cho viéc nghién ctru khoa cir thoi Lé So, ciing 1a ngudn sir liéu quan
trong vé Phat gido thoi Lé So ma bai viét nay méi chi goi mé doi dicu./.
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Abstract

SYSTEM OF COMPETITION SCHOLARS IN THE PRIMAL
PERIOD OF LE DYNASTY AND THE LITERARY
DISSERTATION IN THE COURT EXAMINATION ON
BUDDHISM

Education and Confucius system of competition scholars in Vietnam
began from Tran dynasty. However, its detailed rules were determined in
Lé dynasty. Candidates had to pass two examinations that called Huong
and Hoi. After passing the Hi examination, candidates had to do the essay
in the court examination that its topic was given by the king who also was
the head examiner. The head of the competition was called Trang Nguyén
(Zhuangyuan or variously translated into  English  as principal
graduate, primus, or optimus). In general, the court test was a literary
dissertation on the national security strategy and a peaceful life for people.
However, the year Nham Tuét (1502) in Lé dynasty, the topic of the
literary dissertation was on Buddhism. In this court examination, Lé ich
Moc was the head by expressing his knowledge and the insightful
interpretation the Buddhism. His literary dissertation was not only precious
documents on the system of competition scholars, but also valuable
historical materials on Buddhism in the primal period of the Le dynasty.

Key words: Buddhism, competiton scholar, dissertation, L& fch Mac,
Lé dynasty.



