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VAI TRO “TIEN PHONG” CUA THIEN SU KHANH HOA
TRONG PHONG TRAO CHAN HUNG PHAT GIAO O
VIET NAM TRONG NHUNG NAM 1920-1945
QUA TAI LIEU LUU TRU

Tém tit: Trén co sé khdo ciu cdc tai liéu luu triv (6 Phdp va
Viét Nam), cdc cong trinh nghién citu o Viét Nam va cdc lugn dn
tién si, bai viét gép phan lam sdng té vai tro “tién phong”ciia
Thién sw Khdnh Hoa trong phong trao chin hung Phdt gido ¢
Viét Nam trong nhitng nam 1920-1945 néi chung va vai tro doi
voi sy ra doi cua Nam Ky Nghién ciru Phdt hoc Hoi noi riéng.
Tir khéa: Thién suw Khdnh Hoa, phong trao, chin hung, Phdt
gido, luu trit, Viét Nam.

1. Pit van dé

Trong khoang thoi gian gitra hai cudc chién tranh thé gidi, dudi anh
hudng cta phong trao chan hung Phat gidgo & Chau A, dic biét 1a &
Trung Quéc, ¢ Viét Nam cling xuét hién cudc van dong chin hung
Phat gido, ma noi khoi ddu 12 Nam Ky. Trai qua gan 10 nim van dong
s6i ndi, dén nam 1931, phong trao dat dugc dia vi hop phédp, danh du
bang sy ra doi cia Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi. Tiép sau Nam
Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hdi, cac hoi Phat gido lan luot duge thanh
lap & Trung Ky va Bic Ky. Mic dit mdi hoi Phat hoc c6 mot chuong
trinh hoat dong riéng nhung tat ca déu nham muc tiéu phd thong gido
ly Phét gido bang viéc phién dich kinh dién Phat gido ra chir Quic
ngit, chinh d6n thién mon, thiét 1ap ky luat ting gia, dao tao mot thé
hé thanh nién tu si chin chinh va hiru hoc.

Chén hung Phat gido 12 mot trong ba van dé quan trong trong lich
sir ton gido & Viét Nam giai doan nira dau thé ky XX', chinh vi vay da
thu hiit sy quan tim cta cdc hoc gia & ca trong va ngoai nudc, ¢ nhiéu

" Khoa Lich str, Pai hoc Su pham Ha N¢i 2; NCS Dai hoc Aix-Marseille va Vién
Nghién ctru Chau A (Cong hoa Phap).
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mirc ¢ va khia canh khac nhau. O Viét Nam, chan hung Phét gido
dugc dé cap trudc hét trong cdc tac pham vé lich sir Phat gido Viét
Nam. C6 thé ké téi cdc cong trinh ciia Mat Thé?, Mai Tho Truyén’,
Van Thanh®, Nguyén LangS, Nguyén Tai Thu®, Nguyén Duy Hinh'...
Mot s6 khia canh cta phong trio ciing 1a ddi twong nghién ciru ctia cic
hoc gia trong nudc, chang han nhu Tran Vin Giau quan tim dén van
dé tu twong va triét hoc Phat gido®, trong khi d6 Thich Thién Hoa’,
Thich Pdng Bn'® lai gi¢i thidu mot s6 gwong mit tiéu biéu cia phong
trao. Bdo chi Phat gido thu hit sy quan tdm cta Thich Thanh Dat“,
trong khi d6 Nguy&n Thi Thao'? lai tim hiéu vé vin d& vin hoc va
Phat hoc trén bdo chi Phat gido giai doan trudc nim 1945. Nguyén
Quéc Tuén tap trung tim hiéu vé dic diém va vai trd cua Phat gido
Viét Nam trong thé ky XX"°.

O nudc ngoai, phong trao chan hung Phat gido dugce dé cap trong
cdc nghién ctru cua Nguyén Thé Anh', Trinh Vin Thao" (Phdp).
Trong nhitng nim gan ddy, ciing da thiy xuét hién hai luan 4n tién si &
Hoa Ky tim hiéu vé chan hung Phat gido. D6 1a luan 4n tién si Triét
hoc cua Nguyén Thi Minh'® va Ngb btic Hoéng”. Néu nhu Nguyén
Thi Minh khai thac khia canh gido duc tang chiing trong phong trao
chén hung & ca ba ky, thi luan 4n cua Ngo Puc Hoang lai tim hiéu vé
van d¢ “nhédp gian Phat gido”.

Céc cong trinh nghién ciru ké trén da nghién ctru hodc 12 phong trao
chung hoac la cidc phuong dién, khia canh khéic nhau ctia phong trao
chan hung Phat gido. Bén canh d6, nhiéu cong trinh ciing da dé cap
dén nhiéu nhéan vat quan trong trong phong trao chan hung Phat gido &
ca ba Ky. Chang han, L& Tam Pic trong tic pham Phong trao chdn
hung Phdt gido ¢ mién Bdc Viét Nam 1924-1954 da gi6i thiéu 10
guong mit tiéu biéu cta phong trao chin hung Phat gido ¢ Bic Ky,
Nguyén Lang gidi thiéu nhiing dai dién tiéu biéu (ting si va cu si) cia
ca ba Ky. Tuy nhién, c6 mot nhan vat rat quan trong va 1a mot trong
hai nhin vat gin lién voi phong trao chan hung Phat gido & Nam Ky -
Thién su Khanh Hoa, nhung cdc nghién ciru méi chi dimg lai & viéc
gidi thiéu tiéu s, hodc dua ra nhan dinh hét stc khdi quét vé vai trd
ctia Thién su trong phong trao chan hung. Vi du, Nguyén Lang, trong
Viét Nam Phdt gido s ludn, tap 3, c6 nhan xét rﬁng: “Cong dau cua
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phong trao chin hung thugc vé Thién su Khanh Hoa”'® hay Tran
Hong Lién ciing khing dinh ring “Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa 12 vi t6 mo
dau phong trao chin hung Phat gido trong ngudi Viét & Nam Bo”".
Vay, vai trd Ay 1a gi ? Bai viét nay, trén co s& khao ctru cic ho so luu
trit & Phap va Viét Nam, gép phan 1am sang t6 “cong dau” ciing nhu
vai trd “tién phong” cua Thién su Khanh Hoa trong phong trao chin
hung Phét gido & Viét Nam trong nhiing ndm 1920-1945.

2. Vai tro ciia Thién sw Khanh Hoa trong giai doan 1920-1945

Trude hét, Can nhic lai ring, trong phong trao chan hung Phat gido
giai doan 1920-1945, trén ca ba Ky, c6 nhiéu hoi Phat gido da duoc
thanh 14p. Theo Pascal Bourdeaux, dén nim 1935, & Nam Ky c6 6 hdi,
nhu Nam Ky Nghién ctu Phat hoc Hoi, Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc Hoi,
Thién thai Thién gido tong lwong hitu Hoi...”, & Trung Ky c6 hai hoi
12 Annam Phat hoc Hoi va Da thanh Phat hoc?', & Bic Ky c6 Hoi Phat
gido Bac Ky. Chinh cdc hoi Phat gido, Phat hoc nay giir vai trd chu
dao trong cdc hoat dong chan hung.

Trong s6 céc hdi d6, Nam Ky Nghién ciru Phat hoc Hoi ra doi som
nhat. Su ra doi cia Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi ¢6 mét y nghia
quan trong, khong nhitng dat dugc dia vi hgp phap ma con cé tac dung
b vii d6i voi tang si, trf thirc trong viée van dong thanh 1ap cdc hoi Phét
hoc ¢ Trung Ky va Biac Ky. Mic di dén thang 8 nam 1931, Nam Ky
Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi mai chinh thitc dugc thanh 13p, nhung nhiing ¥
tuong vé viéc thanh 1ap mot hoi Phat gido da xuat hién tir cudi nam 1927
va tac gia cua no, khong ai khac, chinh 1a Thién su Khanh Hoa.

Thién su Khdnh Hoa sinh ndm 1877, tai lang Phua Lé, téng Bao Tri
(Bén Tre). Vao thoi diém nam 1927, ngai tru tri chiia Tién Linh, & Tan
Huong (Bén Tre). Trén thuc té, lién quan dén vin dé nim sinh cua
Ngai, cdc tai liéu hién nay chua c6 ¥ kién thong nhat. Tran Hong Lién
trong Pao Phdt trong cong dong ngueoi Viét & Nam Bé tir thé ky XVII
dén nam 1975 ciing nhu Véan Thanh trong Lirgc khdo Phdt gido sit
Viét Nam qua cdc thoi dai va phdt nguon cia cdc gido phdi Phdt gido
déu cho rang Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa sinh nam 1878, trong khi d6
Nguyén Lang lai cho ring Hoa thuong sinh nam 1877. Can cit vao ké
khai cia Hoa thuong trong hd so xin phép thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido
ndm 1927 thi Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa sinh nam 1877,
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Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa, lic nho tén 1a Leé Van Hiép, con cua 6ng
Lé Van Chat va ba Thi Nuong. Lic tho bé dugc hoc Tt Thu Ngil
Kinh vé&i cu P Chiéu, va chiu anh hudng tinh than yéu nudc cia cy
D6. Ngai xuét gia nam 18 tudi, tai chita Khai Tudng, 18 thién sw Chon
Ténh lam thdy. Sau d6 lai theo hoc su t6 Chdnh Tam, mét bac danh
dirc thoi bdy gid ¢ chiia Kim Cang, lang Binh Cang, Thu Thira, tinh
Tan An. Theo hoc voi t6 Kim Cang 10 nam, dén nam 1906 t6 Kim
Cang thi Phat, sau d6, vao nam 1907, Thién s Khanh Hoa duoc dan
lang va bon dao chiia Tién Linh lang Tan Huwong moi vé try tri chia
nay. Nhan xét vé Thién su Khanh Hoa, Nguyén Lang viét : “Ong rat
¢6 chi cau hoc, h& nghe & dau cé buc cao tang la tim tdi ho dé tho
gido. Nam 28 tudi, trong ky kiét ha tai chtia Long Hoa & quan Go Vép,
Gia Dinh, 6ng dugc moi gidng kinh Kim Cuong Chu Gia cho dai
ching. Pay la 1an dau 6ng lam giang su Phat hoc. Ong dugc cic bac
ton tic khen ngoi va tir d6 tiéng tim 6ng duoc ddn xa”*. Khi try tri
chiia Tién Linh, nhan thiy tinh trang that hoc cua ting d6, Phat phap
suy ddi nén Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa tan lyc gido héa. Chinh vi viy,
ngdi chiia Tién Linh do Ngai tru tri da trd thanh truong hoc dé day
chu ting thoi by gid.

Riéng dbi v6i phong trao chin hung Phét gido trong nhitng nim
1920 dén 1945, Hoa thugng Khinh Hoa 1a nguoi sém c6 chi
nguyén, ddng thoi ciing 12 nguoi tién phong va ¢ thé coi 1a vi kién
tric su trudng trong vi¢c thanh 1ap hoi Phat gido dé lo viéc chan
hung Phat gido.

Hién nay, trong cic kho luu trit & Phdp va Viét Nam, chdng t6i tim
thdy cdc hd so cho phép lam sdng t6 nhan dinh néu trén. O Trung tim
Luu trit Qudc gia II, ¢6 hai hd so D.62/432 va D9.56/58 (phong Phu
Théng déc Nam Ky), va ¢ Kho Luu trir Hai ngoai Phdp (Aix-en-
Provence) ciing ¢6 hd so 65539 (phong Phu Toan quyén Pong Duong)
va ho so 227 (phong Phii Thong st Cao Mién).

Trude hét, hd so D9.56/58 cho biét, vao thang 12 ndm 1927, thong
qua M. Guigues, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa, véi tu cach la Hoi trudng
tam thoi, di d¢ trinhhd so xin phép thanh lap HOi Phat gido
(Association des Bouddhistes) 1én Thong déc Nam Ky. Riéng dbi véi
su kién nay, c6 hai van dé can nghi luan. Thir nhdt, thoi diém xin phép
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1ap hoi, thang 12 ndm 1927 va thit hai 12 ndi dung cu thé ho so xin 1ap
hoi ma Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa da d¢ trinh. Viéc phan tich hai ndi
dung nay sé& cho thay ro tam huyét ctia Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa trong
su nghiép chan hung Phat gido.

Cudc van dong chan hung Phat gido xuét hién trén bdo chi qubc
ngit khoang cudi nim 1923 diu nim 1924%*, va thuc su soi ndi ké tir
nam 1927, véi nhitng dai dién tiéu biéu nhu su Lai (chtia Hang, Thai
Nguyén, Bic Ky), su Thién Chiéu (Nam Ky).... Trong khi cdc vi nay
con dang ban luan vé chuong trinh chan hung, chang han nhu chuong
trinh 10 diém cua su Lai® thi cudi nim 1927, Hoa thuong Khdnh Hoa
d3 bat dau xin phép thanh 1ap hoi Phat gido. Theo ching tbi, hanh
dong nay cua Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa dugc khich 1¢ boi nhiing tin thc
vé sy hoat dong ciia Hoi Phét gido Trung Qudc. Néu nhitng thong tin
ma cudn Bién nién sir Phdt gido Gia Pinh - Sai Gon -Thanh phé Ho
Chi Minh la chinh x4c thi nhan dinh nay hoan toan cé co so. Trang 81,
tac phdm nay viét “Ngay 10 thiang 7 nim 1927, man ha, Hoa thuong
Khanh Hoa vé (tir chila Long Khanh, Quy Nhon, Trung Ky) ghé chiia
Linh Son (Sai Gon), gap Thién Chiéu giéi thiéu Diéu 16 Hoi Phat gido

3,26

Trung Qudc°.

Tuy nhi€n, y twdéng thanh 13p hoi Phét gido véi tu cdch nhu mot
bién phdp dé chan hung Phat gido di xuat hién trén bdo chi Qudc
ngtr & Viét Nam ngay tir nam 1926, ma tic gia cia né la mot ngudi
Phép, 6ng G. Robert, Déc hoc truong Trung hoc Phdp-Hoa (Cho
Quan). Khao ciru mot s td bdo Qudc ngir ndi tiéng thoi bay gio nhu
DPong Phdp, Dong Phdp thoi bdo, Khai hoa nhdt bdo, Thuc nghiép
dan bdo,... trong hai nim 1925-1926, chiing t6i thay xuat hién mot
s6 bai viét vé Phat gido. Trong s6 d6, dang chi y 1a bai viét “Vi sao
dao Phdt ddng cho hét thay dan céi cuc Pong sung bdi” cia G.
Robert ding trén ba sd bdo Pong Phép, ra ngay 13, 16 va 18 thang
11 nam 1926. Trong bai viét nay, ong Robert di chi ra nhiing diéu
6t yéu cua Phat gido nguyén thuy. Sau d6, khi lién hé voi Phat gido
& céc nudc cuc Pong, nhu Trung Qubc, Nhat Ban thi ong nhan théy,
Phat gido & ddy bi “sai khdc” nhiéu lim so véi dao gbc. Riéng dbi
v6i Phat gido ¢ xtr Dong Phap 6ng nhan thy rang “chin nghin chin
trdm chin muoi chin nguoi xung minh 1a theo Phat gido, nhung
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khong biét Phat gido 1a cdi gi rdo. Theo ¥y miy ngudi ay, theo Phat
gido 12 theo chiia miéu va theo méy diéu di doan tho kich d6™*’. Tuy
nhién, theo Robert, thuc trang d6 hoan toan c6 thé thay doi duogc. Va
bién phdp ma 6ng dua ra 1a thanh 1ap mot hodc nhiéu hoi “Annam
chuyén hoc vé Phat”. Céc hoi nay phai tap hop nhirng ngudi Annam
gioi vé khoa hoc ciing nhu triét hoc Phuwong Tay, doc hiéu, giai nghia
va binh ludn dugc cdc sich Phat bang tiéng Phdp, tiéng Anh. Hoi 1ap

<

roi thi nhitng ngudi trong hoi phai “dién thuyét phép Phat”, “in sich
vé phép Phét ra cho nhiéu”, “phai coi xét cich chon lya thiy chiia
Annam ciing céch dn hoc ctia may thay chiia ay”, cudi cling 1ap ra
“truong cao dang vé Phat hoc”. Quan trong hon nita, dng Robert
khang dinh, viéc chan hung Phat gido & x{r DPéng Phdp khong hé trai
véi lgi ich ctia nuée Phap ¢ xa nay.

Y kién cta Robert vé viéc chan hung Phat gido thuc sy cé anh
huong 16n dén mot b phan su ting ciing nhu nhitng ngudi cé tu
tuong chan hung phat gido thoi bay gid. Bang chung 1a bai bio ciing
nhu ¥ kién cta dng Robert duoc dé cap trong céc bai viét van dong
chan hung Phét gido cua nhiéu vi ting si cling nhu cu si trong nim
1927, nhu cua su Lai (Bac Ky), caa Bat Tai Tir, tham chi Than Nong
bdo - mot td bdo phd thong kién thie trong linh vuc nong nghiép do
Nguyén Gia Huy 1am chii nhiém, try s tai s6 93 duong Carreau, Ha
Noi (nay 1a duong Ly Thuong Kiét) con dang lai mot phan ndi dung
ctia bai viét trong s6 90, ra ngay 21 va 29 thang 11 nam 1931.

Mic di, hién tai ching tdi khéng tim thdy mot dan ching nao cho
phép khing dinh su Khanh Hoa trong cudc van dong thanh 1ap hoi
Phat gido c6 chiu anh hudng tir bai viét nay hay khoéng, nhung rd rang
bai bdo ciia Robert 1a su c6 vil va dong vién rat 16n dbi véi tang si va
cu si trong cudc van dong chan hung Phat gido. Mot didu ddng chi y
ntra 13, ndm 1931, khi Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phét hoc Hoi dugc thanh
1ap, 6ng G. Robert c6 tén trong danh sach hoi vién danh dy. Piéu nay
chic chin khong phai ngau nhién.

Tré lai van dé ho so xin phép 1ap hoi cia Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa
cubi nam 1927. Ho so niy gdm c6 don xin thanh 1ap hoi, dy thao Diéu
1¢, ban khai vé muc dich thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido va don xin xuit ban
tap chi Tir Bi Am. Can cir vao céc gidy to néu trén, c6 thé biét duoc
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nhitng ndi dung cu thé lién quan dén Hoi Phat gido nhu vé tén hoi,
muc dich thanh 1ap, cac hang hdi vién...

Vé tén hoi, chi truong thanh 1ap mot hoi cua céc tin do theo Phat
gido & Nam Ky ldy tén 1a “Hoi Phat gidgo” (L’Association des
bouddhistes). Hdi nay s€ dat tru sé tai chuia Linh Son, Sai Gon.

Hoi Phat gido dugc thanh 1ap nham 10 myc dich, gdm, doan két va
gitip d& 14n nhau giita cdc tin ¢ Phat gido trén con dudng tu hoc;
Nang cao hiéu biét vé& Phat gido trén co sé nghién ciru kinh dién; Bao
ton gido ly Phat gido, thiét 1ap trat tu va ky luat ting gidi; Cap nhat
cho héi vién nhiing tin tic lién quan dén Phat gido; to chirc cdc budi 18
Phat tai hoi quan trung wong ciing nhu ¢ cic dia phuong; thanh lap
truong phat hoc; mé thu vién; xudt ban kinh séch béng cht Quéc ngir,
t6 chirc cdc cudc dién giang; xuat ban mot to nguyét san 1am co quan
ngon ludn cia hoi. Ciing theo tai liéu trong hd so nay cho biét, thi to
tap chi nay s& 1ay tén 12 T Bi Am, in bang chir Qudc ngit, nhim muc
dich 1am co quan tuyén truyén gido 1y cua Phat gido ciing nhu cap
nhting thong tin trong Hoi*®.

Mic dii con rat khai quét, nhung nhitng muc dich duoc néu ra, ro
rang cho phép nhan dinh rang, Hoi rat chd trong dén viéc phd thong
gido 1y Phat gido. Diéu d6 duoc thé hién thong qua hoat dong xuat
ban kinh sach bang chir Qudc ngit ciing nhu tap chi Tir Bi Am va t6
chirc dién giang. Can nhic lai ¢ ddy rang, lic by gio kinh dién Phat
gido & Viét Nam chii yéu bang chit Han, nhung do Khong gido suy
tan, nén chi mot bd phan nhé chu ting c¢6 thé thong hiéu kinh dién,
trong khi d6 chir Qubc ngir lai dang duoc sir dung ngay cang rong
rdi. Chinh vi vy, viéc xudt ban tap chi Phat hoc, sich v& bang chi
Quéc ngir s& gép phan phd théng Phat gido dén doéng dao cong
ching. Sau nay, khi cac hdi Phat gido dugc thanh lap & Trung Ky va
Bic Ky, trong chuong trinh hoat dong ctia minh déu chi trong dén
viéc nay. Bén canh viéc pho thong gido ly, Hoi Phat gido ma Hoa
thuong Khdnh Hoa chu trwong thanh lap ciing chi trong dén viéc
chén chinh noi bo ting gia, thong qua viéc thiét 1ap trat tu va ky luat
trong tang gioi.

Tuy nhién, rat tiéc rang, ho so xin 1ap Hoi Phat gido di khong duoc
chinh quyén thudc dia chdp nhan, boi vi, ban dy thao cua Hoi c6 ghi
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rang, nhitng ngudi khong Phat gido ciing ¢6 thé trd thanh hoi vién
thudng tro. Phia canh sat nhan dinh rang, diéu khoan nay “mang tinh
chat mo”.

Mic dir that bai, nhung chi nguyén thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido cua
Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa khong vi thé ma mat di.

Ngay 1 thing 4 ndm 1928, Hoa thugng Khianh Hoa cling vdi cic
ong Tran Vin Huong (chi chtia Chuc Tho, lang Nhi Hoa, Bién Hoa),
L& Tri Chat (chu chuia An Phudc, lang Tan Phi Dong, Sa Béc), Pham
Van Khué (cha chua Thanh Lwong, lang M§ Khanh, Bién Hoa),
Truong Téan Phat (cha chiia Chidc Tho, lang Hanh Thong, Gia Dinh),
Théai Van Co (cha chua Phuéc Long, lang My Chéanh, Long Xuyén),
Nguyén Vin Tai (ttc su Thién Chiéu, chiia Linh Son, duong
Douaumont, Sai Gon) dé tu chinh lai ban du thao Piéu 1¢ nam 1927 va
tiép tuc xin phép thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido. Ban dy thao diéu 1¢ 1an nay
gdém 6 chuong va 41 diéu khoan, quy dinh vé céc khoan nhu tén hoi,
muc dich, hoat dong, vao hdi-thdi hoi, su quan tri,.... So voi diéu 1&
nam 1927, ban dy thao 1an nay c6 diéu chinh mét s6 ndi dung, ching
han nhu vé cdc hang hi vién, néu nhu diéu 18 nim 1927 quy dinh c6 5
hang, thi diéu 1 nim 1928 rit xuéng con ba hang, gém tan tro hoi
vién, chu tri hoi vién va thuong hdi vién, trong khi d6 muc dich va noi
dung hoat dong vé co ban van duoc giit nguyén. Cuy thé:

“Pidu 2: Muyc dich cua hoi 1a lién hiép ting do va tin dd dé phat
duong Phat gido, s¢ di: ciru té thé gian cho dugc an vui vé phan xdc va
siéu thodt vé linh hon.

Piéu 3: Cho dat cdi muc dich éy thi hoi chuyén:
1) Lap:

a. Nhitng truong Phét hoc dé dao tao cho ting d6 va tin do du tu
cich ddng tuyén truyén gido nghia cta dao Phat.

b. Nhiing tho vién dé cho hoi vién ding
2) T6 chirc nhitng cudc giang kinh mdi thang 2 ky
3) Mo:

a. Mot tap chi 1am co quan cho hoi, mdi thdng xuat ban mot ky
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b. Cudc tu tho ding dich ra qudc vin céc ban chit ngoai qudc da
chép kinh dién chan truyén cii, lai dich céc thir sach trr danh ludn vé
dao Phat.

4) Lap nha truat co, nha dudng ldo va nha y té cho ké ngheo
19929
nho””".

Theo quy dinh thoi bdy gid, hd so xin phép thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido
dugc chuyén dén so canh sat dé didu tra. Két qua diéu tra ngay 9 thang
6 nam 1928, phia canh sat nhan dinh thai do chinh tri cia mot sb hoi
vién séng 1ap “c6 van d&”. Ong Truong Tan Phit (chu chiia Chuc Tho)
¢6 qua lai v6i Baii Quang Chiéu™; 6ng Théi Van Co gia nhap dao Cao
Pai; 6ng Thién Chiéu da timg cong tic voi “Phap Viét Nhut Gia”. Bén
canh d6, trong hd so c¢6 diém khong hop 1y, d6 1a viéc 6ng Tran Vin
Huong da mat ngay 14 thang 10 nam 1926 (Am lich) nhung trong ban
Du thao, soan thao ngay 1 thang 4 nim 1928 van c6 chit ky cuia ong.
Mic dit khang dinh, phan 16n nhitng ngudi sang 1ap Hoi Phat gido c6
dao hanh tot, nhung phia canh sét cling hét stc Ivu y rang Hoi Phat
gido phai duoc giam sat chdt ché, tranh tinh trang muon vo boc chan
hung Phat gido dé khich 1¢ tinh than déan toc dbi véi dan ban xu.

Két qua cudi ciing 1a dé nghi thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido nam 1928 van
khong duoc nha cdm quyén chap nhan. Nhu vay, trong vong 5 thang
(thdang 12 nam 1927 dén thdng 4 nam 1928), mac du Hoa thuong
Khénh Hoa di hai 1an xin phép thanh lap Hoi Phat gido, nhung dén
giira nam 1928, van chua c6 Hoi no dugc phép thanh 1ap & Nam Ky.

Trude tinh hinh d6, Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa da hop tic cung vdi
ong Tran Nguyén Chén (thuong goi 12 Commis Chan), 1am viéc tai SO
béc ly Sai Gon. Bai bdo Une interview de M. Chan, promoteur de
l’oeuvre de la reconnaissance du bouddhisme dang trén bdo
L’Opinion, nam trong hd so 65539 (luu trir tai Kho Luru trit Hai ngoai
Phép) cho biét, dng Tran Nguyén Chén, sinh ngay 27 thiang 11 nim
1884, 1a mot nguoi sung Phat gido va cling 1a ngudi cé nguyén vong
bao ton Phat gido & Nam Ky. Ban thin ong di cho diic 500 pho twong
bang xi mang, mot nira trong sd d6, ong da dem tang cdc chita & Nam
Ky, s6 con lai dugc trung bay trong chila Linh Son. Tiép d6, véi so
nguyén phuc hung Phat gidgo & Nam Ky ong da tham khao nhiéu nha
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su 6 Nam Ky va cudi cung tim dugc Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa, tru tri
chiia Tién Linh, & Bén Tre, mot bac tu hanh uyén bac va nhié¢t thanh.

Mic dit van kién tri chil truong thanh 1ap Hoi Phat gido, nhung
trude khi tién téi thanh 1ap chinh thirc, qud trinh 1ap hoi phai trai qua
nhiéu budc dém.

Truéc hét, Hoa thuong Khdnh Hoda cing voi 6ng Tran Nguyén
Chén va mot s6 vi khdc thanh 14p Ban Bao ton Phat gido (Le comité
pour la Conservation du bouddhisme). Ban nay do Hoa thuong Khanh
Hoa lam Chdnh truong ban; éng Tran Nguyén Chan lam Phé truong
ban, va dugc sy ting hd ctia chu ting 15 chita & Nam Ky. Vi khong iy
tén “hoi”, nén theo tdi (TG) viéc thanh 14p Ban Bao tdn c6 1& khong
phai xin phép nha cam quyén.

Tiép theo, nhitng nguoi dimg dau Ban Bao ton Phat gido xin phép
chinh quyén thanh 1ap Thu vién Phat hoc véi tén goi Phip Bao
Phuong va Duyét Kinh Thét (phong doc) vao thang 9 nam 1929. Viéc
xin phép thanh 1ap Phap Bao Phuong va Duyét Kinh That ciing khong
hé dé dang. Sau khoang mot thang, don xin thanh 1ap Thu vién va
Duyét Kinh Thét van chua dugc chinh quyén phé chuan. Do vay, ngay
7 thing 10 nim 1929, 6ng Tran Nguyén Chan viét thu cho ba
Karpeles, Thu ky cua Vién Phat gido & Phnom-Penh. Trong thu, 6ng
Tran Nguyén Chan trinh bay nguyén vong thanh lap Thu vién Phat
hoc, Duyét Kinh That va néu c6 thé s& thanh 1ap mot Truong Phat hoc
nham muc dich bao ton Phat gido cb truyén & Nam Ky va nho ba
Karpelés bang uy tin va dia vi khoa hoc ciia minh tic dong t6i Thong
dbc Nam Ky

Tai liéu Iuu trir hién nay khong cho biét chinh quyén thudc dia cho
phép Ban Bao ton Phat gido thanh 14p Thu vién Phét hoc va Duyét
Kinh Thit vao thoi gian nao nhung 18 khdnh thanh Thu vién Phat hoc
va Duyét Kinh Thét da dién ra vao ngay 21 thiang 12 nim 1929. Sy
kién nay dugc bdo chi hdi d6 dua tin ciing nhu duoc dé cap trong bio
céo cua s¢ canh sat.

Tham du budi 1& c¢6 dng Eutrope dai dién cho Théng doc Nam Ky,
ong Me Béziat - Pdc 1y thanh phd, ciing v6i nhiéu quan chirc Nam,
Phép va cic chu tang, tin dd Phat gido. Trudc sy hién dién cua dai
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dién chinh quyén va chu ting, 6ng Tran Nguyén Chan c6 mot bai phat
biéu trang trong bang tiéng Phap. Trong bai phat biéu nay, éng Tran
Nguyén Chén néi rd muc dich cia Thu vién Phat hoc va Duyét Kinh
That nhim chin hung Phét gido & Nam Ky. Vi Phat gido v6n 1a mot
tén gido co truyén cuia ngudi Viét, nhung lai dang dimg trudc nguy co
bi diét vong do su xuét hién cta dao Cao Dai. Y tudng nay cua ong
phit hop vé6i cha truong ctia Toan quyén Déng Duong Pasquier.
Thang 7 nam 1929, nhan cudc viéng tham céc tinh mién Tay, Pasquier
néi rang “Quyét dinh thanh lgp mét Vién Phdt gido & Nam Ky dé bdo
ton ton gido nay”’. Nhung theo 6ng Trin Nguyén Chén, trudc mat,
Thu vién Phat hoc mang lai nhiéu loi ich cho Phat gido & Nam Ky
hon. Thu vién nay tang trit kinh séch Phat, bang chit Han, chit Phap va
cdc tiéng nudc ngoai. Tai thoi diém khanh thanh, thu vién c6 820 tap
cua bo Tuc Tang Kinh dugc ddt mua tai Thugng Hai, va 100 tac phém
Phat gido bﬁng tiéng Phap duoc dat mua tai Paris. Thu vién bat dau
mé ctra phuc vu cong chiing (ca ting va tuc) ké tir ngay 1 thing 1 nim
1930. Ong Tran Nguyén Chan hy vong s& xdy dung Phép Bao Phuong
thanh hat nhan cho Phat gido & Nam Ky.

Cung voi viéc thanh 1ap Thu vién Phat hoc, nhiing nguoi chu
truong chan hung ciing quan tim dén viéc xin phép xuat ban tap chi
Phét hoc bang chit Qudc ngir. Cu thé thang 9 nim 1929, 6ng Pham
Ngoc Vinh giri don cho Thong ddc Nam Ky, xin phép xuét ban tap chi
Tir Bi Am bang chit Quéc ngir. Ong Pham Ngoc Vinh sinh ngay 15
thang 12 nam 1903 tai lang Phd Tai, tong Pic Thang (Phan Thiét),
trong mot gia dinh quan lai. Cha la dng Pham Ngoc Quat, Thuong thu
triéu dinh Hué, me 13 ba Tra Thi Thirc. Ban thin Pham Ngoc Vinh lam
viéc tai ngan hang Pong Phdp tir nam 1923, va 1a con ré cta dng Tran
Nguyén Chan. Ngay 30 thdng 4 ndm 1931, nghi dinh s 2683 do Toan
quyén Dong Duong René Robin ky, cho phép dng Pham Ngoc Vinh
dugc phép xuét ban tap chi Tir Bi Am bang chit Qudc ngit, mdi thing
mot ky .

Budc tiép theo 1a viéc xin phép thanh lap hoi Phat gido. Ngay 28
thdng 12 nim 1929, éng Tran Nguyén Chén thay mat Ban Tri sy tam
thoi dé trinh hd so xin phép thanh 1ap Association pour I’Etude et la
Conservation du Bouddhisme en Cochinchine (tam dich: Hoi Nghién
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ctru va Bao ton Phat gido Nam Ky) 1én Thong déc Nam Ky. Hb so nay
gém don, ban Dy thao Diéu 1¢ cua Hoi va danh sich Ban tri sy tam
thoi. Ban tri su tam thoi gém c6 8 vi, trong d6 tang si chi c6 mat
nguoi duy nhat 1a Thién su Khanh Hoa, 7 nguoi con lai déu 1a cu si va
déu giir cdc chice vu trong cdc co quan hanh chinh, hing s¢ cta chinh
quyén thudc dia®. Chinh quyén thudc dia nghién ciru rat ti mi hd so
xin phép 1ap hoi, va dé dat dugc su phé chuin cia chinh quyén, ban
du thao diéu 1¢ ciing trai qua nhiéu lan bo sung va chinh sira. Lan cudi
cling 12 ngay 19 thang 8 nam 1931. Ong Tran Nguyén Chén, thay mat
Ban Tri su tam thoi Association pour I’Etude et la Conservation du
Bouddhisme en Cochinchine giri 1én Théng déc Nam Ky ban Dy thao
Diéu 1& duoc hoan thién theo su hudéng dan cta buc thu s6 7190 ngay
7 thang 8 nam 1931. Pong thoi, 6ng ciing xin dugc bd sung thém hai
chir “Nam Ky vao tén Hoi bang chir Qudc ngit, vira dé dién ta nghia
chit “Cochinchine” sang tiéng Viét, vira dé phén bict voi Vién Phat
hoc & Phnom-Penh va Phat gido Nam tong & Campuchia va Lao. Sau
gan hai nam ké tir ngay dé trinh hd so xin phép thanh lap, ngay 26
thang 8 nam 1931, Théng Péc Nam Ky, J. Krautheimer, di phé chuan
ban DPiéu 1¢ cua Hoi va cho phép Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi
duoc thanh 1ap, quyét dinh s 2062°.

Theo ban Diéu 1¢ duoc phé chuan, hdi quin ctia Nam Ky Nghién
cuu Phat hoc Hoi dét tai chua Linh Son, duong Douaumont, Sai Gon,
do Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa 1am Chénh Hoi truong. Ban Diéu 18 ciing
cho biét, muc dich cta Hoi nhim sung thugng Phat gido tai chua Linh
Son, dudong Douaumont, Sai Gon va tu b6 chiia ﬁy; lo su tu b6 va hanh
dong ngdi Phap Bao Phuong va ngdi Duyét Kinh That lap tai chiia 4y,
va mua kinh sich chir Phdp va chit Hin néi vé Phat gido trit thém
trong ngdi Phdp Bao Phuong; dich ra chit Qudc ngit nhimng kinh sich
bang chit Hén; 1ap tai chiia Linh Son mét Thich hoc dudng dé day
tang dd hoc dao.

Bon thang sau khi thanh 1ap, Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi
xudt ban tap chi Tir Bi Am 1am co quan ngén ludn ciing nhu truyén ba
Phat gido. S6 dau tién ra mat ban doc ngay 1 thiang 1 nim 1932. Toa
soan tap chi dat tai chtia Linh Son, do Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa lam
chd nhiém.
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So v6i muc dich va hoat dong ctia du thao diéu 1¢ Hoi Phat gido
nam 1927, Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phat hoc Hoi da gitr lai nhitng “y
tuong cong trinh” quan trong nhu xuat ban tap chi Tir Bi Am, phién
dich va xuét ban kinh sich bang chit Qudc ngit. Téc gia cua nhiing
cong trinh d6, khong ai khac 1a Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa.

Tuy nhién, Hoa thuong Khanh Hoa ciing chi gilt nhiing chic vu
nay trong khoang gan 2 nam. Sao d6, do “Hoi da bi mot s6 c4 nhan
dung dia vi xa hoi cua ho dé khuynh loat va huéng dan vé mot néo
khac™ nén Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa tir chiic trong Ban Tri sy cling
nhu Cha nhiém tap chi Tir Bi Am. Cudi nim 1933, Ngai vé chia
Long Hoa, t6 chitc Phat hoc duong luu dong 1ay tén 1a Lién doan
Phat hoc x3, rdi lai chuyén sang thanh ldp Ludng Xuyén Phat hoc
Ho6i vao nam 1934.

3. Két luan

Nhu vay, qua su trinh bay & trén, c6 thé khang dinh rang Hoa
thuong Khanh Hoa chinh 1a vi tién phong va la tic gia cua chu
truong thanh 1ap Nam Ky Nghién ctru Phéat hoc Hoi va tap chi Tu Bi
Am. Ban than Hoa thuong da tich cuc van dong thanh 14p Hoi Phat
gido trong hai nam 1927-1928, tuy nhién, ca hai 1in xin phép déu
khong duoc chinh quyén thudc dia chap nhan. Kinh nghiém sau hai
lan that bai da dua dén su hop tac gitta Hoa thugng Khanh Hoa - 1a
ngudi cé trinh do Phat hoc uyén béc, lai cé san chu truong hanh
dong vé viéc chan hung va 6ng Tran Nguyén Chan - ngudi ¢6 dia vi
x4 hdi, c6 kha nang tai chinh, nhi¢t thanh sung Phat cung véi cac
vién chtic trong céc co quan hanh chinh cia chinh quyén thuoc dia.
Su hop tic nay da dua dén sy ra doi cia Nam Ky Nghién ciru Phat
hoc Hoi vao nam 1931. Pay 1a hoi Phat gido dau tién trong phong
trao chan hung Phat gido & Viét Nam. Véi su xuat hién ciia Nam Ky
Nghién ciru Phat hoc Hoi, phong trao chdn hung Phat gido khong
nhitng dat dugc dia vi hop phdp ma con khuyén khich cac nha tri
thirc cling céc vi ting si & Trung Ky va Bac Ky tich cuc van dong
dua dén su ra doi ctia cdc hoi Phat hoc ¢ Trung Ky va Bic Ky trong
cdc nam sau doé./.
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Abstract

“PIONEER” ROLE OF MASTER KHANH HOA
IN THE BUDDHIST REVIVAL MOVEMENT IN VIETNAM
FROM 1920 TO 1945 THROUGH THE ARCHIVES’ DOCUMENTS

On the basis of analysing the archives’ data (in France and in
Vietnam), the works in Vietnam and theses, the article clarifies the
“pioneer” role of Master Khanh Hoa in the Buddhist revival movement
in Vietnam during the years 1920-1945 in general and the birth of the
Association of Buddhist Studies in the South (Nam Ky) in particular.

Keywords: Master Khanh Hoa, movement, revival, Buddhism,
archives, Vietnam.



